Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time

Sunday, February 19, 2017

St. Paul Catholic Church
and Preschool
www.StPaulChurch.com
12708 N Dale Mabry Hwy. Tampa, FL 33618 - 813-961-3023

Visit to the Santo Niño
Garden

Ash Wednesday
Mass Schedule
7:30am
9am
12:15pm
4pm
5:30pm
6pm (em portugés)
7pm
8pm (en español)

All are welcome to
receive ashes!

"Formed by Word and Sacrament, we, the people of St. Paul Catholic Church,
are a Spirit-led, Eucharist-centered, vibrant multicultural Christian
community of faith, living our love for God and neighbor
while growing together as disciples of Christ."

Growing Together as disciples of Christ!
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All are Welcome!
Weekend Masses
Saturday Masses
8:30am Mass
(Morning Prayer and
Benediction 8:10am)

Saturday Vigil
Mass 5:30pm
Missa em
Português: 7:30pm

Sunday Masses
7:30am, 9:00am,
10:45am, 12:30pm,
5:30pm
Misa en Español: 2:00pm

Weekday Masses
Monday to Friday
7:30am and 12:15pm
First Friday Mass 7:30pm

My Dear Friends,
Last year, Bishop Lynch shared how our diocese had fared
during the past twenty years. Since 1996, the total population
in our ﬁve county diocese increased by 30.9%. During the same
period, the total number of registered Catholics increased by
15.5%. In regard to Sacraments, the total number of baptisms
Our Pastor, Fr. Bill Swengros
has decreased by 20%; the number of ﬁrst communions has
decreased by 20.7%, the number of conﬁrmations has decreased by 15.5%, and the
number of marriages decreased by 58.8%. Unfortunately, this conforms to the
national trends.
When Allen Hunt from Dynamic Catholic was here last month, he presented another
disturbing picture. Of the 1.7 million babies baptized in the Church last year,
statistically only 1.4 million will receive ﬁrst communion, 1 million will be conﬁrmed,
and seven years later, only 150,000 will marry in the Church. How sad!
While thankfully, our parish is doing better than the national and diocesan averages,
I’m still concerned. For instance, last year we had 268 baptisms, 236 ﬁrst
communions, 157 conﬁrmations, 41 marriages, and 73 funerals. Perhaps more
disturbing is that after being conﬁrmed few continue with faith formation.

Saturday - 8:30am
(Morning Prayer and
Benediction 8:10am)

Reconciliation/
Confession
Saturdays 10am and 4pm
or upon request
24 Hour Eucharistic
Adoration

Every Wednesday
8am to 9pm
Every Friday 8:30am
to Saturday 8:20am
Morning Prayer
Monday - Friday 7:10am
Saturday 8:10am

What can be done? First of all, please pray for our youth and their families. May they
grow in love for Christ and His Church. Pray for the leaders and catechists who serve
our Church. May they be ﬁlled with the wisdom of God!
Second, please complete the Disciple Maker survey from Catholic Leadership
Institute. Your feedback will not only help our parish but parishes throughout the
United States. You can take it online (www.stpaulchurch.com) or pick up a hard copy
in the narthex.
Third, please participate in the V Encuentro/Encounter meetings which will take place
every Thursday evening in March from 7-8:30pm in the Family Center. The primary
objective of these meetings is to discern what we can do to better serve our youth
and to be more eﬀective disciples. While you don’t need to attend all ﬁve sessions, all
ﬁve have a unique focus. (Please call Jim at the parish oﬃce to let us know you are
coming!)

Anointing of the Sick
Every Second Saturday of the
Month at 8:30am
Church Oﬃce Address:

12708 N. Dale Mabry Hwy
Tampa, FL 33618-2802
813.961.3023
Fax 813.962.8780
Oﬃce Hours: 8:00 am to
4:00 pm, M-F
www.StPaulChurch.com
Email:
ParishCommunications@StPaulChurch.com

Last but not least, please don’t be afraid to share your faith with our youth and their
parents. Encourage them to open their hearts to the love of God and the richness of
our Catholic heritage. Joyfully invite them to join you for our Sacred Liturgies and
parish events. Let them see what a diﬀerence Christ has made in your life.
On another note, thank you for your pledge to the Annual Pastoral Appeal. Your
generous donation is a sign of your love for God, your support for our parish, and your
concern for those in need who live within our diocese. Thank you for caring enough
to share!
Growing together as disciples of Christ,

Our Vision Statement:
“Growing Together
as Disciples of Christ.”

Fr. Bill Swengros, Pastor

“But I say to you, love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you…” (Mt 5:44).

Parish Upcoming Events
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Last year’s palms can make this year’s ashes
for Ash Wednesday. Please bring them and
place them in the basket located in the
narthex of the church. Also, broken or old religious items
can be brought to the church as well. Thank you!

Join us as we celebrate our cultural diversity at St. Paul!
MISSIONARY DISCIPLES: WITNESSES OF GOD’S LOVE

Tuesday, February 28th at 6pm
(Yes...the day before Lent begins)

The main goal of the V Encuentro is to discern ways in which the
Church in the United States can better respond to the growing
Hispanic/Latino presence and to strengthen the ways in which
ALL CATHOLICS respond to the call to the New Evangelization as
missionary disciples serving the entire Church.

On the evenings of March 2, 9, 16, 23 and 30 (7:30 – 9pm)
we will meet in the Family Center to share our
experiences of church and to learn how we can become
disciples going out to share the good news of our faith
and our parish to our families, and community.
In a “small group” format, each week, we’ll :
1.Experience being a Church that goes forth.
2.Inspire a process of reﬂection and faith sharing among
members of the small group.
3.Contemplate the calling to being missionary disciples.
4.Prepare to engage in evangelizing mission activity in
our families and community.
ALL ARE WELCOME – Youth, young adults, parents,
singles, etc.- in other words EVERYONE ! IT’S FREE and
YOU’LL LOVE THE EXPERIENCE !
To reserve a seat,
Email jkissane@stpaulchurch.com
OR SCAN this code with your phone camera.

Join us in this Informational Meeting March
4 at 12pm in the Parish center room E and G
for our parish pilgrimage to Our Lady of
Guadalupe!
Fr. Bill is leading a 7 day pilgrimage to Mexico June 19 –27,
2017. We will visit the Basilica of Our Lady of Guadalupe
on several days. We will also see the site of the ﬁfth
apparition in Tupetiac, the pyramids of
Teotihuacan, the incredible city of Puebla and
much more. For more information, please
contact Margie at 800-644-4659. There are
brochures in the narthex of the church as
well. There are still a few spots left so be sure
to call before the price increases!

St. Paul Parish Grounds and Pavilion
Help
us
celebrate
our
cultural
diversity at St. Paul’s by showing oﬀ your
culture’s food, costume, music, and dance. If
you would like to represent your country of
origin please contact Nancy at 813-961-3023
or JNKissane@PaulChurch.com

Welcome, Bienvenidos,
Bem-vindos to St. Paul!
Did you receive your e-mail copy of the
Disciple Maker Index Survey?
No? Then go to: www.DiscipleMakerIndex.com
or the St. Paul website, www.StPaulChurch.com to
access the survey. The goal of this survey is to assess
how we have progressed, and to help us to continue to
fulﬁll our parish pastoral plan. Your input to this survey is
very important.
Paper surveys are also available in the Narthex.
Questions? Contact Nancy at 961-3023
or jnkissane@stpaulchurch.com
Thank you in advance for your
participation!
Please note that the parish oﬃce and St. Vincent de Paul
pantry will be closed on Presidents Day, February 20.
Daily Mass Schedule remains 7:30am and 12:15pm.
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St. Paul Preschool & Sacrament of Baptism
Infant Baptism
‘I baptize you in the name of the Father,
and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit’

Excellence in Catholic preschool education for over 30 years

February/March 2017 Tour Schedule
Please note you must call the oﬃce 813-264-3314 to
make an appointment for the tour time and date that
best ﬁts your schedule. Tours subject to cancelation if
no one is signed up to attend the business day before.
Thank you for your consideration.
Thursday, February 23rd at 5pm
Friday, March 3rd at 9am
Wednesday, March 8th at 9am
Tuesday, March 14th at 9am
Thursday, March 23rd at 5pm
Wednesday, March 29th at 9am
Our preschool once again has been awarded the
5 Star Quality Designation from the Early
Learning Coalition of Hillsborough County
Quality Counts for Kids Program!!

The baptism of a child is a special cause for joy and
celebration on the part of the Church, the whole
community of faith! Baptism is a birth into the
Christian community and is in every way as solemn and
important as birth itself. It is an event that needs to
be prepared for, and it can serve as a reminder to you
about your own faith and what it means to you. If you
have any questions regarding Infant Baptism, please
contact Lizette Espel at:
(961-3023; LEspel@StPaulChurch.com)

LENTEN MISSION
with Father Carl Arico
“Learn How to Be a Better Pray-er”
March 6-8, 2017
Morning 11am - Noon /
Evening 7pm - 8:30pm
Complementary Child Care Provided
and activities for Grades K-12
available during the Mission time.

Please visit our website at
www.StPaulCatholicPreschool.org
Or Email us at MAguiar@StPaulChurch.com

Congratulations to the couples that
renewed their marriage vows this past
weekend! What a blessing you are!

“But I say to you, love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you…” (Mt 5:44).

Liturgical Corner
Pope Francis: “The Lord is “merciful”:
this word evokes an attitude of
tenderness as that of a mother in dealing
with her child. In fact, the Hebrew term used by the
Bible makes one think of the insides or even the
maternal womb. Therefore, the image it suggests it
that of a God that is moved and becomes tender for us
as a mother when she takes her child in her arms,
desirous only of loving, protecting, and helping, ready
to give everything, even herself. This is the image that
this term suggests” (Pope Francis, Audience, 13 January
2017).

Thought for the Day:
“Sometimes the only way the Good Lord can get into
some hearts is to break them.”
– Archbishop Fulton J. Sheen

Don’t forget our service men and women!!
The death of Navy Seal Ryan Owens two
weeks ago reminds us of the importance of praying for
all those serving our country in the armed forces. We
also pray for their families. Gracious God, protect them
with your angels. May they return home safely. Amen.
Please Pray for the Peace and Safety
♦Hans C. Arcand, 2nd LT. USAF
♦Martin O. Reina, USCG
♦Nicholas Ringo, III US Navy
♦Michael Dunkelberger, Master Sargent, USAF
♦Christopher A. Garcia, Oﬃcer, U.S. Navy
♦Mathew M Colon, Sgt., US Army
♦Richard Majette, Captain, USMC
♦Katrina Monti, Captain, PA US Army
♦Jonathan Monti, Major, PA US Army
♦Richard Sison Jr, 2nd Lt., USAF
♦Matthew Mooney, Captain, USAF
♦Curtis Gardner, Sergeant, USAF
♦Adriana Trigg, USAF
♦Anthony Mazzie, US Army
♦Luis Luccani, PO, US Navy
♦Austin Jacob Ferlita, Pvt2s, US Army
♦Josh C. Seal, PO, US Navy
♦Corinna Fleischmann, CDR, USCG.
♦Morganne Oyler, US Navy
♦Sean C. Andino, Ensign, US Navy
♦Thomas Krasnicki, Lt, US Navy
♦Brett Smith, US Marine Corp.
♦Dominick J. Agnes III, Sgt, US Marine Corps
♦ Brian J. Babin, SS, USMC
♦Spencer M. Brown, U.S. Army, Pvt.
To add a name to the list email LRomano@StPaulChurch.com.

Page 5

Saints of God:

Sometimes great good
comes out of the worst of situations. St
Peter Damian was orphaned at an early
age and was raised under very dificult
circumstances. Perhaps because of this,
he grew into a man with a great love for
the poor and a profound desire to right injustices. He
entered the Benedictines and was known for his faith
and great love. With great reluctance, he agreed to
serve as cardinal of Ostia where he worked tirelessly
to reform rampant clergy abuse. His writings relect a
great reformer who led through example, taught
through stories, and whose heart beat one with the
Lord. St. Peter Damian returned home to the Lord on
February 22, 1072 at the age of 65. Let us pray this
Tuesday and every day for all our clergy, especially
those who struggle in their vocation.
Oﬀertory Gifts: Our ushers are always looking for
parishioners to volunteer to bring up the oﬀertory gifts.
Next Sunday, why not ask them if they need help. You
will ﬁnd it to be a great blessing for your family. Peace!

Wedding Jubilee Mass 2017
The Jubilee Mass of Thanksgiving with
Bishop Gregory Parkes honoring
couples throughout the diocese who
will celebrate 25, 50 or more years of
marriage during 2017 will take place at the Cathedral of
St. Jude the Apostle on Sunday, April 2nd at 3pm. If you
wish to attend, please contact the parish oﬃce at 813-961
-3023 to reserve your spot. Registrations must be
received by Thursday March 16th.

Our Parish Family
Welcome New Parishioners! Bienvenidos!
Arthur Cardenas, Hector Hernandez, Allan Flott, Jorge
Reyes, Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Schmidt, Vivian Barrera, Idania
Cordero, Jose Torres, Queila Vicento, Brenda Murray, Mr. and Mrs.
Salvatore Christlieb, Mr and Mrs. Philip Crangi, Sabrina Curry.

Born into Eternal Life:
Rev. Cletus Watson,T.O.R., Richard Molloy, Karima Sper, William
(Billy) Verity, Frances, Bly, Alvaro Gonzalez, Fracois Latortue,
Blanca Rosa Pagan, Clyde Williams Sr., Ana Lombardi, Caren
Smith, Barbara Khorran, Diego Perilla, Stella Marie Cohen , Felicita
"Phyllis" Eudales Michael David Tripolino, Maye Havlish.

Please Pray for those who are sick in our Parish:
Greysen Feng, Christine White, Richard Schardt, Lorena Zuluaga,
Royman Torres, Helen Horton Bob Huie, Ross Massey, Aida
Murphy, Cathy Lindberg, Max Zambrano, Leo Murphy, Suzette
Hillis, Marie Bobak, Wendy Cathell, Gabriel Espinosa and Jane
Miller. Lorena Zuluaga. To add a name to the list email:
LRomano@StPaulChurch.com.

Reﬂections on Scripture
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By Jack Conroy, Ph.D.

Leviticus 19:1-2, 17-18.
The Root of Christian Morality
Reﬂection: It is interesting that
God’s command was to “be holy.” In
Hebrew, “Holiness” implies a
separation from the mundane; but
we immediately have a “countercultural” deﬁnition of “holiness,” and
it is directed towards how people
become “holy” in the world.
“Revenge” was considered a normal
social value…if one were insulted or
mistreated,
“revenge”
was
considered “normal.” And this
instruction is topped oﬀ by a critical
moral ideal that will be quoted by our
“New Moses,” in the Gospel reading.
I Corinthians 3:16-23
Holiness for Paul
Reﬂection:
The context of this
reading was the tendency of the
Corinthians to segregate themselves
into factions, one following Apollos,
one following Kephas, one following
Paul. His response: there is one
building that all are required to buildup, the Body of Christ. It is this that
becomes the true “Temple,” where
God dwells. Virtually all Jews of that
time believed that God dwelt in the
Temple in Jerusalem; that this
constituted its “holiness.” Paul
surprises them by proposing that the

way to “holiness” is to follow what is
counter-cultural. Most Greeks placed
“wisdom” as the primary goal of
morality; Paul suggest that real
“wisdom” is not apparent to the
world, but constitutes a participation
in the Body of Christ, where true
wisdom resides. His quotes are from
Job 5:13 and Psalm 94:11. Factions
don’t work in the Body of Christ…
only full participation in building up
the Body.

Matthew 5:38-48
A Continuation of the Proclamation
of the New Law
Reﬂection: Here we see an
expansion of the Law as provided by
Moses. While the “Lex Talionis was a
substantial improvement on the
ancient law of revenge, limiting
reaction to an injury to the same sort
of injury, Jesus dramatically modiﬁed
that law and proposed a non-violent
response. Today this is still “countercultural;” but the success of nonviolent resistance was demonstrated
by Dr. Martin Luther King and
Mahatmah Ghandi. Jesus also
suggests a revision to the economic
system, introducing compassion in
lending. The most controversial is
“love your enemies.” While it does
not
propose
an
“emotional”

Ambassadors of St. Paul

The Knights of Columbus
Council 11211 welcomed two
new members during their
First Degree Meeting held
at Mary Help of Christians
Church. Congratulations to
Richard and Dayron! Want
to join? Contact Jack at
KofC@StPaulChurch.com

Due to copyright restrictions, we cannot print
the Scriptures before the relections of Mr.
Conroy. The Scripture for today’s liturgy can be
found in our St. Paul App.

investment, the Evangelist used the
most elevated form of “love”
expressible: agape. This is the love
that binds the Church; it means living
with those we don’t care for, even at
the risk of personal damage. The
problem becomes the determination
of just who is “good” and who is
“evil.” It is easy to love those who
love us back…but it is diﬃcult to love
those who do not respond in kind.
The last phrase, “be perfect,” is more
easily understandable if we realize
that the Greek teleios can mean
“perfect,” but also “mature,” “
complete.” While our Father in
Heaven is “perfect” in every sense, at
least we can be “mature” in our
moral development to the extent
that we can.

FRONT DESK RECEPTIONISTS NEEDED
Looking for personable people who are
willing and interested in volunteering
for a few hours at the Front Desk on
Mondays (or as a substitute). If you are
friendly, able to multitask and follow
oﬃce procedures with a strong attention to detail, you
may be just the person we are looking for! Beneﬁts
include meeting and working with great people and the
"good feeling" of being more involved with your St. Paul
family. For more information please contact Peg at
FrontDesk@StPaulChurch.com or call 813-961-3023.

“But I say to you, love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you…” (Mt 5:44).

Panama Mission
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We have a team of parishioners visiting our sister
parish, San Jose in Montijo, Panama on March 9-16
2017
Medical Teaching Mission
Children Faith Formation
Divine Mercy Chaplet
Chapel restoration/painting

Parish Twinning is a model of partnership between
two parishes which is rooted in the belief that we all
have much to give and to receive by being in a
relationship with a parish that has a reality very
diﬀerent than our own.
Principles of Parish Twinning
Emphasize relationship over resources
Practice mutuality and equality
Seek to give and receive, learn and teach

8

St. Paul Faith Formation
We are rooted in Faith and growing in grace
Important Dates to remember
⇒ If you missed the IMPORTANT First

Thank you for sharing your faith and pictures!
Faith Formation assistant catechist-If you are willing to
help share your Catholic faith with children, please
contact our Faith Formation oﬃce. We would love to
have you assist one of our amazing catechists in our
classrooms. We currently have over 800 children
registered and we really need your help!
Does someone in your family have a developmental
delay and needs special support in order to make their
faith experience successful? Please Carmen at 961-3023,
we want to help!
Front door Greeter- If you prefer not to teach, perhaps
you would consider being a greeter on Sunday mornings
during the Faith Formation class times. This person
helps direct traﬃc as people come dropping oﬀ and
picking up their kids. A special perk of this role is that
you get to meet many of the awesome families we have
coming each Sunday. Being bilingual is a plus!

Calling all Girls!
American Heritage Girls Troop 147 is
hosting the Religious Recognition
Program for Girls.
K-1st Grade: My Guardian Angel Award
2nd-3rd Grade: Mother Mary Award
4th-5th Grade: Ave Maria Award
6th-8th Grade: Our Lady Award
Meeting Dates:
Session 2: Thursday, February 23rd, 6:30p-8pm
Session 3: Thursday, March 23rd, 6:30-8pm
Registration fee: $10 per girl ($25 max per family)
Register online at www.stpaulchurch.com/135
We can’t wait to see you there!

Communion Parent Meeting for your child
who is receiving First Communion in May
2017 please contact Carmen ASAP at 961-3023
⇒ Registration for next year has begun!
⇒ Lenten Mission Nights for Children/Youth/Teens:
March 6-7, 7-9pm-call Faith Formation for more info.
⇒ Children in 5th, 8th, and 11th will be given the ACRE
assessment on March 5, 6, 7. Please make sure your
child attends that week!
⇒ First Communion Retreats are March 25 & April 1
Families please attend retreat you have been
assigned.
If you have any questions, please call the Faith
Formation oﬃce now. It is not too late to inquire about
Faith Formation! 813-961-3023

********ALTAR SERVERS********
Incense Training on Saturday, February 25 at 9am
in the Family Center with Deacon Ray Dever and
Seminarian Peter Gonzalez
Open only to 8th, 9th, 10th, 11th
and 12th Graders.
Remember to respond to Mrs. Leto
nleto14@tampabay.rr.com

Friendly Reminder:

If we want our
children to develop a personal life-long
relationship with the Lord, it is extremely
important that faith be lived at home.
This means praying with our children
before meals and before going to bed. It means
sharing your faith with them and modeling what it
means to be a good Christian. It also means attending
Mass each and every Sunday as a family. Some parents
mistakenly think that sending their kids to Religious
Education or Catholic School is a substitute for a
Christian home or weekly Mass attendance. No. It is
an important supplement but no school or program
can replace what you do as parents or the value of
participating in Sunday Mass each weekend as a
family.

“But I say to you, love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you…” (Mt 5:44).

Youth Ministry News
Registration
forms available at
the Rock, front
office and youth
ministry office.
Spots are limited
so be sure to
reserve yours
early!

Summer Camps
Summer Camp with Life
Teen
provides
experiences
for
high
school teens where they
are able to be free and
confident in themselves,
develop new friendships with other
teens from your parish, and encounter
God working in their lives.

July 2 - 7, 2017
A retreat that provides our
youth with the opportunity
to joyfully serve the needs
of our local community and
the Church. Help at Bishop
McLaughlin High School.

July 9-15, 2017

The High School
Youth Conference
will challenge
Catholic youth to
Steubenville Florida
stand firm in their
faith, rely on the awesome power of Jesus Christ
who is their guide, friend, and Savior, and show
that faith to the world.

June 30 - July 2

XLT with Fr. Stephan was a moving and
powerful experience. Thank you for
participating!

Thank you!

The Middle School Faith Formation
Team is looking for a replacement
catechist. If you are feeling called to
help
our
teens
ﬁnish
their
Conﬁrmation Prep, please contact
John Scott, jscott@stpaulchurch.com

Adult Faith Formation
Ask It Basket:

“Is it true that divorced
and married [outside the Church] are
excommunicated?” In a word, “NO!” Saint
John Paul II, Pope Benedict, and Pope Francis have all
unequivocally stated that they are “the center of the
attention and concern of the Church” and that must not
“consider themselves separated from the Church, in
whose life they can and must participate as baptized
persons.” Although given their objective situation they
cannot be admitted to the Sacraments, the Holy Pontiﬀs
have asked that bishops and priests do all in their power
to assist them to regularize their situation. For more
information, see the priest or deacon of your choice! In
our diocese, thanks to your donation to the Annual
Pastoral Appeal (APA), the process is free! (If you have a
question for the Ask It Basket, please contact
FrBill@StPaulChurch.com).

Deo Gratias: We thank our amazing teachers and staﬀ
of our wonderful Preschool and our parents and
guardians who have entrusted their little ones to our
care. We also thank our Knights of Columbus and all our
sponsors and volunteers who made this year’s Spaghetti
Dinner such a resounding success! May God bless you!
PS Don’t forget to share your bulletins from your travels
with us. This week we received them from Florida.

Immigration Resource Corner
⇒ St. Paul Parish oﬀers free Legal Consultation

and referrals thanks to the generosity of
attorneys who are available every Monday
and Wednesday morning. Contact 813-2643307 to make an appointment.
⇒ Our Citizenship Ministry is active and ready to
help every Thursday at 5:30pm in the Parish Center.
⇒ English as a Second Language Ministry meets every
Monday at 7 pm in the St. Michael Building
⇒ The Diocese of St. Petersburg, Catholic Charities
Immigration Program provides assistance with
applications, replacement of immigration documents,
petitions for family reuniﬁcation, political asylum, and
many other services. Contact 727-893-1313 Ext. 208.
⇒ Catholic Charities also oﬀers Refugee services
providing resettling in the US assistance with housing,
food, clothing, education and employment. Contact:
813-631-4397.
⇒ Florida Department of Children and Families Refugee
Services Program 1-866-762-2237
Please contact us if you know of another resource center
that needs to be listed here. Contact us at 813-961-3023 or
email us at ParishCommunications@StPaulChurch.com.
Thank you!

A wonderful parishioner named
Matilde suggested:
“We parishioners must show in
our daily lives and example of
our faith to our neighbor, co-workers, family, and
friends.” What a great idea!

as

On a Lighter Note My young grandson called the
other day to wish me Happy Birthday. He asked me
how old I was, and I told him, 72. My grandson was
quiet for a moment, and then he asked, "Did you start
at 1?"

Are you as smart as a 5th grader?

What is the

Resurrection?
A. When Jesus rose from the dead on Easter Sunday
after his passion and death on the cross.
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Bishop Gregory Parkes would like to hear the input and
opinions of the faithful.
He will be holding
nine listening sessions across the Diocese over the next
several months to hear the answers to the following
three questions:
1. What are we doing well as a diocese?
2. What things could we improve upon as a diocese?
3. What things in ministry should we be focusing on as
a local Church?
For a list of the dates and locations for the listening
sessions please visit www.dosp.org

Looking
Ahead!
•February 25-26 Homeless City Retreat for
youth
•February 28 Multicultural Fest 6pm
•March 1 - Ash Wednesday
•March 3 - Lenten
Gathering
•March 6-8 - Lenten
Mission w. Fr. Carl Alrico
•March 9-16 - Panama
Mission

•March 2, 9, 16, 23 & 30 - V

Encuentro Listening
Sessions 7:30pm
•March 3, 10, 17, 24, 31
Fabulous Fish Fry
•March 17-St. Patrick’s Day
•March 20 - St. Joseph Day
Breakfast
•March 23 - The Light is On
for You (Confessions)
•March 24-25 Eucharistic
Congress in Jacksonville
•March 25 - Feast of the
Annunciation
•March 31 - Lenten Concert
•April 16 - Easter

“But I say to you, love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you…” (Mt 5:44).

Stewardship a Way of Life

Coﬀee & Donuts
Your Hosts Today:

Your Generosity Made It Possible
Another way APA helps us at St. Paul’s …
When we generously support the Annual Pastoral Appeal, we
enable God’s work to be done in ways in our diocese that no
individual parish could accomplish.
But, did you know how it also beneﬁts us in real tangible
ways right here at St. Paul’s?
Our ministry members can
remember how for many years
the
St.
Michael
building
(formerly known as the Youth
“Den”), was limited in use, because we didn’t have a restroom
facility.
Adding a new restroom in that building was not an
inexpensive proposition since the nearest water and sewer
connection were almost 200 feet away, requiring a separate
lift station.
Fortunately, with the “dividend” that St. Paul’s received from
meeting our past years APA commitment, we had the funds to
be able to make this important parish improvement.
Now, because of this, we are blessed to have yet another
“fully equipped” meeting/gathering space for the ministries
and groups that continue to expand in our parish!

Thank you for supporting
the Annual Pastoral Appeal!

INFORMATIONAL MEETING

Our Fiat
Come, meet our ministry leaders and learn
more about this beautiful prayer ministry.
Tuesday, February 21st from 10:30 am to 11:30 am
Wednesday – February 22nd from 7 pm to 8 pm
Parish Center Room G

“Our Fiat invites Catholics to renew their faith
and to develop a deeper prayer life.”
For more information, contact
Diana Barragan at 541-7022 or Natalie Gutowski at 334-5171

Sign up for Online giving!
It’s simple and convenient.
Want more information?
Go to: StPaulChurch.com
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Building
Committee
Have you noticed how great our campus has been looking
lately? All the new building, repairs and maintenance of our
parish facilities? They not only take care of the “today” needs
but are part of the long-range planning for our beautiful
facilities and grounds. Come by and meet this extraordinary
group of men and say thank you … job well done!
For more information, contact Jim Kissane
at 961-3023 or BuildingCommittee@StPaulChurch.com

MEN’S MINISTRY
in Formation
Brothers United in Christ
The mission of the St. Paul’s Brothers United
in Christ is to provide a safe, trusting and non
-judgmental forum for men striving to
increase their faith and relationship with our
Lord, Jesus Christ, to discuss openly on our daily struggles and
provide encouragement and accountability for one another in living
out this goal.
We are a group of men that have given each other permission to help
each other keep their promises to God and their family. It is a means
of discipleship which is intended to help us grow toward Christlikeness through a commitment to each other with a willingness to
lovingly point each other to God’s Word and His answers.
We will meet weekly for 60 minutes, beginning and ending with
prayer. For more information, please contact:

George Armenia, Jr.
813-924-3464
garmenia7@gmail.com

Weekly Offertory
Sunday, February 12, 2017
Oﬀertory:
Online Giving:
Attendance:
Envelopes:

$ 28,622
$ 14,155
3,574
851

Thank you for your Generosity!
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Mass Intentions

Mass Intentions for the Week of February 19th
Saturday, February 18, 2017
5:30 pm Louise Francescon +
7:30 pm Gerald Rouzier +
Saturday, February 19, 2017 – Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time
7:30 am Greta Greno +
9:00 am Assunta Romano +
10:45 am Adam Urbaniak and Tiﬀany Gargiulo (int.)
12:30 pm Jesse T. Hearn, III +
2:00 pm Jaroslaw P. Miernik +
5:30 pm St. Paul Parishioners (int.)
Monday, February 20, 2017
7:30 am Robert Falkenthal +
12:15 pm John Bennis +
Tuesday, February 21, 2017
7:30 am Lynn Falkenthal +
12:15 pm Norman Stoker +
Wednesday, February 22, 2017 – The Chair of St. Peter the Apostle
7:30 am
Irene Czarnecki +
12:15 pm Consecrated Life and Priestly Vocations (int.)
Thursday, February 23, 2017 – St. Polycarp
7:30 am William Rodriguez +
12:15 pm Ruben Fagundo +
Friday, February 24, 2017
7:30 am Robert Novak +
12:15 pm Ed Zwiesler +
Saturday, February 25, 2017
8:30 am Regina Melendez +
5:30 pm St. Paul Parishioners (int.)
7:30 pm Karen Mullins +
Saturday, February 26, 2017 – Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time
7:30 am Fernando Snape, Sr. +
9:00 am Bob Silah +
10:45 am Rene Zarate +
12:30 pm Raleigh Shiﬄet +
2:00 pm Heberto Gamba +
5:30 pm Ryan Osman +

Readings for the Week of February 19th
Sunday:
Monday:
Tuesday:
Wednesday:
Thursday:
Friday:
Saturday:
Sunday:

Lv 19:1-2, 17-18 / 1 Cor 3:16-23 / Mt 5:38-48
Sir 1:1-10 / Mk 9:14-29
Sir 2:1-11 / Mk 9:30-37
1 Pt 5:1-4 / Mt 16:13-19
Sir 5:1-8 / Mk 9:41-50
Sir 6:5-17 / Mk 10:1-12
Sir 17:1-15 / Mk 10:13-16
Is 49:14-15 / 1 Cor 4:1-5 / Mt 6:24-34

Adult Faith Formation Sessions
with Fr. Bob

Topic: “CHURCH HISTORY”
Inviting all parishioners for our upcoming
Adult Faith Formation Sessions led by
Father Bob Romaine. Mark these dates:
Tuesday, February 21 and 27 March 13 and
27, April 3, 18 and 25, May 2 and 9 at 7 pm in
the Church.

Something Missing? There are
a number of couples in our
parish who are living in
irregular
marriages
or
marriages which have not
been blessed in the Church. Remember, it
is not suﬃcient for Catholics to be civilly
married or married in a non-Catholic
church. For validity, Catholics must be
married in a ceremony recognized by the
Church. Don’t wait. We’re here to help! If
nether of you was previously divorced,
contact Maria at the parish oﬃce to have
your marriage convalidated (961-3023). It
is very easy and won’t take much of your
time.
If you or your spouse were
previously divorced, contact the priest or
deacon of your choosing to start the
“annulment” process so that, hopefully,
your present marriage can be convalidated.
Let us help you!
Diocesan Animal Policy: In order to ensure
the safety of all of our parishioners as well
as their pets, it is prohibited to have
animals on Diocesan property other than
service animals.
Thank you for your
cooperation and understanding.

Living Faith: During your
family dinner discuss
what does perfection in
the eyes of God mean to you?

Faith in Action: Love your enemies, easier said than done, no doubt. But, remember, the foundation of
stewardship is prayer. When we are in close communication with God, it opens our heart and it turns our
attention away from “me” and moves it towards God and others. It allows us to have a little more empathy for
“our enemy”. When we pray for others, even “our enemies”, maybe it softens their hearts as well.

“But I say to you, love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you…” (Mt 5:44).

Outreach Ministries and Community Events

Page 13

St. Vincent De Paul
Pantry Hours Monday & Thursday 9am -12pm
Assistance Line: 813-264-3325

The two for one sales are great opportunities to
donate to the St. Vincent de Paul pantry. Also your
monetary donations serve to pay facility bills and
overdue rents for our clients. We so appreciate your
continued help.

Serving St. Paul Parishioners
for 25 Years!
Legal Consultation and Referral
Service on Mondays and
Wednesdays by appointment.
Please call 813-264-3307.

Counseling
Services oﬀered
by Dr. Pat Berne.
Please call to make an
appointment
813-961-3023

Shawls of Hope meeting Friday, February 24th at 10:00
AM. For information call Janet at 781-879-7759
St. Paul Divorced and Separated Support Group
Providing caring support for both women and men
experiencing separation or divorce. Meets every Friday at
7:30 pm in the Parish Center C. For more information
please contact Dom Henke at 813-205-1735.

Please join us on February 25, 2017
Registration begins at 9:00 a.m.
Register online at

The "Marriage: Unique for a Reason"
website is part of the Bishops'
ongoing eﬀorts to promote and
defend marriage as the union of one
man and one woman. It oﬀers many
educational resources for Catholics and others who want
to better understand and articulate the Church's
teaching on marriage. The website currently features
three DVD resources, Made for Each Other, Made for
Life, and El Matrimonio: Hecho para el amor y vida (in
Spanish with English subtitles), as well as FAQs about
marriage, a library of Church teaching, and a regularly
updated blog.
To read more
go to:
www.marriageuniqueforareason.org/
Well Women Care and Prenatal Medical
Services Oﬀered by Guiding Star of
Tampa. Also, ultrasounds, educational
programs,
Mommy
Support
Group
Meetings,
Menopause Support and more. Contact us at 813-9487734 or visit us at 18560 N Dale Mabry Hwy. Lutz, 33548.

Villa Madonna Catholic School
315 W Columbus Dr, Tampa, FL 33602

Bishop McLaughlin Catholic High School
Athletic Fields
13651 Hays Road Spring Hill, Florida 34610
727-857-2600

Invites you to our Open House for new
families with children ages 3 to 8th grade. Established
and run by the Salesian Sisters of Don Bosco for the past
80 years, our beautiful campus is located just minutes
from downtown Tampa. Come and learn about Tampa's
ﬁnest Catholic elementary school. Join us for a tour
on February 23rd, from 9am to 5pm. Check us out on
Facebook or www.villamadonnaschool.com

Be the Power of One!

Encourage

WALK FOR LIFE 2017…

EnCourage is a spiritual support group for family
members, spouses, and friends of men and women who
experience same-sex attractions. Standing by the
teachings of the Roman
Catholic Church, EnCourage members support one
another and their loved ones through discussion, prayer
and fellowship. Conﬁdential meetings will be held once a
month at Christ the King Parish, 821 South Dale Mabry
Highway, Tampa. To receive more information about
attending
this
meeting
email encourage.tampabay@gmail.com or call 813-5701163. To learn more about Courage and Encourage,
visit www.couragerc.org

http://www.bmchs.com/news/2017/01/06/
category-5k-fun-run-family-event

ON THE BAY
Benefitting Foundations of Life Pregnancy Center

DATE:
TIME:

PLACE:

Saturday — April 8, 2017
Registration – 8:00 – 9:00 am
Walk/Run Begins – 9:00 am
• 1 mile • 2 miles
• 5K
Ben T. Davis Beach

7740 W. Courtney Campbell Causeway Tampa (Hwy 60
between Tampa and Clearwater)

Register Today!!!
Web site: www.foundationsoflife.org

