Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Sunday, February 26, 2017

St. Paul Catholic Church
and Preschool
www.StPaulChurch.com
12708 N Dale Mabry Hwy. Tampa, FL 33618 - 813-961-3023

Panama Mission Prayer
Gracious God,
We praise and thank you
for all your blessings and
for calling us to be
disciples of your only
begotten son, Jesus Christ.
Bless our sister parishes,
San José and St. Paul, that
we may grow together in
faith, hope, and love.
Through the intercession
of St. Joseph, patron saint
of your Church, may we
faithfully serve the Lord,
and your people, with
hearts of peace and joy.
Through the intercession
of St. Paul, patron saint of
missionaries, may we be
kept safe from all harm,
and may we proclaim your
mercy through all we say,
think, and do. We ask this
through Christ our Lord
and Savior.
Amen.

We appreciate your prayers for our
parishioners traveling on March 9th to
our sister parish, San Jose for our
1st Panama medical teaching mission.

Ash
Wednesday
Mass
Schedule
7:30am, 9am,
12:15pm, 4pm,
5:30pm,
6pm (em
portugés),
7pm
8pm (en español)
"Formed by Word and Sacrament, we, the people of St. Paul Catholic Church, are a
Spirit-led, Eucharist-centered, vibrant multicultural Christian community of faith,
living our love for God and neighbor
while growing together as disciples of Christ."

Growing Together as disciples of Christ!
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All are Welcome!
Weekend Masses
Saturday Masses
8:30am Mass
(Morning Prayer and
Benediction 8:10am)

Saturday Vigil
Mass 5:30pm
Missa em
Português: 7:30pm

Sunday Masses
7:30am, 9:00am,
10:45am, 12:30pm,
5:30pm
Misa en Español: 2:00pm

My Dear Friends,
As you read this, I’m on mission in Kingston, Jamaica with
Father Richard Ho Lung and the Brothers of the Poor. Father
Richard was born in Jamaica in 1939 of poor Chinese
immigrants. In 1959 he joined the Society of Jesus and on July
4, 1971, was ordained to the priesthood of Jesus Christ. He
Our Pastor, Fr. Bill Swengros
taught in St. George College, University of the West Indies, and
Boston College. While serving as a parochial vicar the Lord called him to serve the
poor in a radical new way. In 1980 he left the Jesuits and dedicated his life to serve
the rejected and destitute. In 1981, he formed the Missionaries of the Poor and serve
the very poor in the slums of Kingston. Today the order has grown to well over 600
brothers serving in missions throughout the world. Their principal charisma is “Joyful
Service with Christ on the Cross” with special care for the destitute homeless,
orphans, elderly and sick. In a sense, he is the “Mother Teresa” of the Caribbean.
Please keep me, Fr. Richard, and the Missionaries of the Poor in prayer as I will you!

Weekday Masses
Monday to Friday
7:30am and 12:15pm
First Friday Mass 7:30pm
Saturday - 8:30am
(Morning Prayer and
Benediction 8:10am)

Reconciliation/
Confession
Saturdays 10am and 4pm
or upon request
24 Hour Eucharistic
Adoration

Tuesday is often called “Fat Tuesday” or “Mardi Gras.” Here at St. Paul, it is a
celebration of the wonderful diversity of our parish family. Please be sure to come for
a wonderful evening of fellowship, free ethnic food, music and dance beginning at
6pm. This is one evening you won’t want to miss!
Wednesday is Ash Wednesday, a day of fast and abstinence from meat. Today we will
be marked with ashes from last year’s Palm Sunday as a sign of our humility and total
trust in God. At Mass we will have copies of our Lenten devotion: Allen Hunt’s book
entitled “Everybody Needs to Forgive Somebody” and our Lenten forgiveness cross.
Questions: Who do you need to forgive? Who do need to ask for forgiveness? Also,
what works of prayer, fasting, and acts of charity will you embrace for the next 40
days? (See this bulletin or www.stpaulchurch.com or our parish app for Mass times!)

Every Wednesday
8am to 9pm
Every Friday 8:30am
to Saturday 8:20am

Thursday is the ﬁrst of our series of V Encuentro/Encounter meetings. The goal is to
share ideas on how we can better serve our youth, young adults, and families. Join us
from 7-8:30pm in the Family Center.

Morning Prayer
Monday - Friday 7:10am
Saturday 8:10am

While we may not eat meat on Friday, we will feast in other ways ... Mass (7:30am,
12:15pm, 7:30pm), Eucharistic Adoration, Stations of the Cross (3 and 7pm), and our
Fabulous Fish Fry (5-7pm).

Anointing of the Sick
Every Second Saturday of the
Month at 8:30am
Church Oﬃce Address:

12708 N. Dale Mabry Hwy
Tampa, FL 33618-2802
813.961.3023
Fax 813.962.8780
Oﬃce Hours: 8am to 4pm
www.StPaulChurch.com
Email:
ParishCommunications@StPaulChurch.com

Our Vision Statement:
“Growing Together
as Disciples of Christ.”

At our weekend Masses, we are blest to welcome my good friend Fr. Carl Arico who
will introduce us to the following parish Lenten Mission. Between 8am and 1pm you
will have the opportunity to donate blood with the “Big Red Bus” and our Society of
St. Vincent de Paul will kick oﬀ their annual food drive!
Whew! I’m exhausted just reading all this! This Lent promises to be one of the best
ever! Please take the time to look through our Lenten Highlights 2017 booklet which
was mailed to you and this bulletin. Mark upcoming dates on your calendar and invite
friends and family members to join you. May this Lent be a time of spiritual growth
and enlightenment for us all!
Growing together as disciples of Christ,

Fr. Bill Swengros, Pastor

“No one can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. (Mt 6:24).

Parish Upcoming Events
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MISSIONARY DISCIPLES: WITNESSES OF GOD’S LOVE
th

The 5
V
is an Evangelization
process of ecclesial reﬂection and action that invites ALL
Catholics in the United States to intense missionary
activity, consultation, leadership development,
and
identiﬁcation of best ministerial practices in the spirit of
the New Evangelization.
Across all of our communities at St. Paul’s there is an
important common goal, which the 5th Encounter
speciﬁcally seeks to address:
To develop eﬀective pathways to INVITE, ENGAGE and
FORM Catholic youth, young adults, and families to live out
their baptismal vocation.
Process:
1. Formation of small groups of parishioners.
2. FiveSessions to reﬂect upon discipleship and call to be
missionaries. Please join us each week as we reﬂect upon
and discuss:
•
i s Session: (Mar 2 n d ) Called to a loving encounter
with esus
• Seco Session: (Mar 9 t h )
words and actions
• T i Session: (Mar 16 t h )
together with
Jesus
• Fo
Sessio : (Mar 23rd) Bearing
new li e
• Fifth Session: (Mar 30 t h ) Celebrating the joy being
missionary disciples
We’ll also learn how to become Missionary disciples by
encountering someone who does not come to the
Church Go forth and begin your journey as a joyful
missionary disciple, giving witness to the tenderness and
nearness God’s lo e.
Information: Jim Kissane, Parish Facilitator
(jkissane@stpaulchurch.com)

Join us in this Informational Meeting March 4 at
12pm in the Parish center room E and G for our
parish pilgrimage to Our Lady of Guadalupe! Fr.
Bill is leading a 7 day pilgrimage to Mexico June 19 –27,
2017. We will visit the Basilica of Our Lady of
Guadalupe, we will also see the site of the ﬁfth
apparition in Tupetiac, the pyramids of
Teotihuacan, the incredible city of Puebla. For
more information, please contact Margie at 800644-4659.

Join us as we celebrate our cultural diversity at St. Paul!

Tuesday, February 28th at 6pm
(Yes...the day before Lent begins)

St. Paul Parish Grounds and Pavilion
Come and celebrate with us our cultural
diversity at St. Paul’s by showing oﬀ your
culture’s food, costume, music, and dance.
If you would like to represent your country
of origin please contact Nancy at 813-9613023 or JNKissane@PaulChurch.com

Welcome, Bienvenidos,
Bem-vindos to St. Paul!

LENTEN MISSION
with Father Carl Arico
“Learn How to Be a Better Pray-er”

March 6-8, 2017
Morning 11am - Noon /
Evening 7pm - 8:30pm

Complementary Child Care Provided and activities for
Grades K-12 available during the Mission time.
We Welcome Fr. Carl in our weekend Masses to
speak to us about our Lenten Mission, March 6-8
Father Carl will give a special program from 11:00noon, Monday through Wednesday, for those who
cannot come in the evening. There will be a short
break before the 12:15 Mass. Evening sessions begin
at 7pm. Benediction will conclude Monday’s session.
Tuesday evening includes opportunity for the
sacrament of Reconciliation. Wednesday evening
includes Mass.

Page 4

St. Paul Preschool & Sacrament of Baptism
Infant Baptism
‘I baptize you in the name of the Father,
and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit’

Excellence in Catholic preschool education for over 30 years

March 2017 Tour Schedule
Please note you must call the oﬃce 813-264-3314 to
make an appointment for the tour time and date that
best ﬁts your schedule. Tours subject to cancelation if
no one is signed up to attend the business day before.
Thank you for your consideration.
Friday, March 3rd at 9am
Wednesday, March 8th at 9am
Tuesday, March 14th at 9am
Thursday, March 23rd at 5pm
Wednesday, March 29th at 9am

The baptism of a child is a special cause for joy and
celebration on the part of the Church, the whole
community of faith! Baptism is a birth into the
Christian community and is in every way as solemn and
important as birth itself. It is an event that needs to
be prepared for, and it can serve as a reminder to you
about your own faith and what it means to you. If you
have any questions regarding Infant Baptism, please
contact Lizette Espel at:
(961-3023; LEspel@StPaulChurch.com)

Lenten Friday!

Thank you to our St. Paul Catholic Preschool
Students for their cooperation and creativity on this
year’s Spaghetti Dinner. Great job!

Thank you to our awesome parents and staff who
worked tirelessly for the success of our Under the
Sea Spaghetti Dinner. Thank you!

Please visit our website at
www.StPaulCatholicPreschool.org
Or Email us at MAguiar@StPaulChurch.com

This Friday, March 3, is the irst Friday in Lent.
Remember, it is a day of abstinence - no meat! Come for
Morning Prayer and Mass at 7:10am and stay for the
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament, beginning after the
7:30am Mass and extending through Saturday Morning
Mass at 8:30am. At 12:15 we have our midday Mass. At
3pm and 7pm we have the Stations of the Cross. Of
course, you are welcome to meditate upon the passion at
any time in the Church and outside on Peace Path, and
Rosary Garden. Every Friday in Lent from 5-7pm, our
Knights of Columbus are cooking their delicious Fish and
cheese pizzas. Kids 12 and under eat for free! Finally at
7pm we will have our Stations of the Cross followed by
the Novena and Mass in honor of Santo Niñ o. Eucharistic
Adoration will then continue until the morning Mass!
Please come and really make Lent a journey of faith!

“No one can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. (Mt 6:24).

Liturgical Corner
Pope Francis: “Hope does not disappoint!
It is not founded on what we can do or
be, and even less so on what we can
believe. Its foundation, that is, the
foundation of Christian hope is what is most faithful
and certain that can be, namely the love that God
Himself has for each one of us. It is easy to say: God
loves us. We all say it. But think a moment: is every one
of us capable of saying: I am certain that God loves me?
It is not so easy to say it, but it is true. It is a good
exercise to say to oneself: God loves me. This is the root
of our security, the root of hope. And the Lord has
eﬀused His Spirit abundantly in our hearts as maker and
guarantor, precisely so that it can nourish faith within
us and keep this hope alive. And this certainty: God
loves me. "But in this awful moment?" - God loves me.
"And ‘He loves’ me who have done this bad and evil
thing?" - God loves me. No one takes this certainty
away. And we should repeat it as a prayer: God loves
me. I am certain that God loves me. I am certain that
God loves me” (Pope Francis, Audience, 15 February 2017).
Thought for the Day: “All those who belong to Jesus
Christ are fastened with Him to the Cross.”
– St. Augustine
Please Pray for the Peace and Safety
♦Hans C. Arcand, 2nd LT. USAF
♦Martin O. Reina, USCG
♦Nicholas Ringo, III US Navy
♦Michael Dunkelberger, Master Sargent, USAF
♦Christopher A. Garcia, Oﬃcer, U.S. Navy
♦Mathew M Colon, Sgt., US Army
♦Richard Majette, Captain, USMC
♦Katrina Monti, Captain, PA US Army
♦Jonathan Monti, Major, PA US Army
♦Richard Sison Jr, 2nd Lt., USAF
♦Matthew Mooney, Captain, USAF
♦Curtis Gardner, Sergeant, USAF
♦Adriana Trigg, USAF
♦Anthony Mazzie, US Army
♦Luis Luccani, PO, US Navy
♦Austin Jacob Ferlita, Pvt2s, US Army
♦Josh C. Seal, PO, US Navy
♦Corinna Fleischmann, CDR, USCG.
♦Morganne Oyler, US Navy
♦Sean C. Andino, Ensign, US Navy
♦Thomas Krasnicki, Lt, US Navy
♦Brett Smith, US Marine Corp.
♦Dominick J. Agnes III, Sgt, US Marine Corps
♦ Brian J. Babin, SS, USMC
♦Spencer M. Brown, U.S. Army, Pvt.
To add a name to the list email LRomano@StPaulChurch.com.
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Saints of God:

Saint Katharine Drexel,
daughter of a wealthy banker and
philanthropist, was born in Philadelphia
in 1858. Her parents instilled in her a
love for the Lord and for the poor. On a
trip West, she was struck with the plight
of the native Americans and former slaves. Later when
visiting Pope Leo XIII in Rome she asked him to send
more missionaries. He asked her to consider being a
missionary. She did so and devoted her life to the case
for native Americans and African Americans, founding
60 schools and missions, including Xavier University in
New Orleans. She did not hesitate to speak out against
injustice, taking a public stance whenever racial
discrimination was in evidence. What was the source
of her power? The Eucharist and a life of prayer. In
1935 she suffered a severe heart attack and spent the
last twenty years of her life in ardent prayer. She
returned home to the Lord on March 3, 1955. This
Friday, the Feast of St. Katherine Drexel, let us pray for
all those who continue to feel the sting of prejudice
and discrimination and for all teachers.
Let us pray: “Blessed Katherine Drexel, by the grace of
Christ and for the love of God and your fellow human
beings, you put your wealth to work for the poor and
marginalized, bringing them education, healing, and the
opportunity to participate in their own lives. May your
example of conversion and cross-cultural solidarity be
an evangelical witness for all people. We particularly
ask your intercession on behalf of the rich and powerful,
that they will stop committing injustices against the
poor and embrace the culture of life that calls us to
healing and wholeness and communion with God and
solidarity with our neighbor. Amen.”

Our Parish Family
Welcome New Parishioners! Bienvenidos!
Rosa Garza, Jesus Lopez Gomez, Mr.&Mrs. Anthony
Isenalumhe, Christian Laverde, Mr.&Mrs. Nguyen, Theresa O’Hern.

Born into Eternal Life:
Marilyn Frances Reynolds, Rafael Simon Gamez, Dustin Larmon ,
Rev. Cletus Watson,T.O.R., Richard Molloy, Karima Sper, Sally
Geda, Daniel Dabrowski, Doris Lopez, William (Billy) Verity, Dr
Maria Ibanez Kelnhofer, Frances, Bly, Alvaro Gonzalez, Fracois
Latortue, Blanca Rosa Pagan, Clyde Williams Sr., Ana Lombardi,
Caren Smith, Barbara Khorran, Diego Perilla.

Please Pray for those who are sick in our Parish:
Greysen Feng, Mary Giovenco, Christine White, Richard Schardt,
Lorena Zuluaga, Royman Torres, Helen Horton, Bob Huie, Ross
Massey, Aida Murphy, Cathy Lindberg, Max Zambrano, Leo
Murphy, Suzette Hillis, Marie Bobak, Wendy Cathell, Gabriel
Espinosa and Jane Miller. To add a name to the list email:
LRomano@StPaulChurch.com.

Reﬂections on Scripture
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Due to copyright restrictions, we cannot
print the Scriptures before the
re+lections of Mr. Conroy. The Scripture
for today’s liturgy can be found in our
St. Paul App.

I. Isaiah 49:14-15
Like a Mother
Reﬂection: This section of Isaiah was
probably written at the end of the
Babylonian Captivity, which began in
587 BC. Jews were permitted to
return to Israel by Cyrus the Great,
around 535 BC. While in captivity, and
after the horrendous defeat by
Nebuchadnezzar,
devout
Jews
wondered if God had forgotten
them…after all, God had promised to
be close to them. One need only to
read the Book of Lamentations to see
the depths of despair into which they
had fallen in Babylon. This, however,
is God’s response…no matter how
far away God seems, more than a
mother, God cannot forget his
people.
II. 1 Corinthians 4:1-5.
Let the Lord Judge All of Us
Reﬂection: This reading continues
last week’s, where the issue had to
do with factions following Apollos,
Kephas and Paul. So, the “us”
referred to at the opening of this

By Jack Conroy, Ph.D.

reading was precisely Paul, Apollos
and Kephas (Peter). Clearly, as
leaders of the community, Paul
realized that they had to act with
impeccable propriety. Yet, while they
believe they had acted properly in
their stewardship, ultimately only the
Lord would judge…and this applied
to all the Corinthians. Remember, the
Corinthian Church had judged Paul…
one need only to read 2 Corinthians
10-13 to see the depths of judgment
that they had laid upon Paul. We can
ﬁnd good advice for ourselves in
this…let us beware of judging others
within our community; the Lord will
do all the judging that is required.
III. Matthew 6:24-34.
Conquer Anxiety.

“exploitation money.” Mammon
always appears in a negative light, as
that in which one trusts (ill-gotten
wealth
from
oppression
or
dishonesty). All the rest of the
exhortation derives from this. In the
Ancient World of the Evangelists,
virtually all “wealth” was gained
through oppression…there did not
exist a “middle class” like we
experience…one was either very
wealthy (kings and their servants,
who were oppressors) or one was
one of the impoverished…everyone
else. The goal of this pericope is to
challenge us to discover what is really
valuable…to bring this world to a
state
of
righteousness.
Then
everything else will fall into place.

Reﬂection: We see a continuation of
the Sermon on the Mount. Perhaps
the most important concept appears
in the ﬁrst verse: One cannot serve
both God and “Mammon.” This last
word is probably an Aramaic loanword, which has its semantic root in
“Amen,” or “That in which one
trusts.” However, while it does not
appear in the Old Testament, it does
appear in Rabbinic writings, in the
Mishnah and the Talmud. It appeared
in 1 Enoch 63:10, (a Jewish work that
looks like “bible”, but is not
canonical) and is translated as

Ambassadors of St. Paul

The Knights of Columbus Fourth Degree Members
(Patriotic Degree)
participated in the Don
Bosco Celebration at
Mary Help of Christians
campus this past month.
Want to join the Knights?
Contact Jack at
KofC@StPaulChurch.com

Living Stations of the Cross
TEENS and YOUNG ADULTS!!!
Are you interested in being a part or helping coordinate
our annual LIVING STATIONS OF THE CROSS on Good
Friday, April 14 at noon?
We will begin practicing on Sunday, February 26th at
3:30pm in the Peace Path. Please
come and join us!
Call Carmen Cayon at 813-961-3023
for more information. We would love
to have you be a part of this very
moving,
dramatic,
prayerful
experience.

“No one can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. (Mt 6:24).

Lenten Mission
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Three Days of Prayer
Dear Parishioners,
Lent is coming with its challenging message: Turn away from your sins. Fast. Pray. Change of heart is always
challenging. Yet, that is what Lent is all about.
To help our parish meet this challenge we are oﬀering Three Days of Prayer: Learn How to Be a Better Pray-er.
A national and international retreat director, Father Carl Arico, will lead us on this journey, March 6 -8. I extend a
personal invitation to you and your family. Will you join us?
Our journey will help us grow closer to Jesus Christ and the “reward” comes in various packages. It may bring more
peace and serenity. It may take on the clothing of more tolerance and patience. It might look like a container ﬁlled
with laughter and relief. It may ﬁll us with a gift we never fully experienced. Before, but are yearning for.
Will you come to the ﬁrst level of involvement? Simply attend one of the weekend Masses on March 4th or 5th. The
second level involves coming to church for the three mornings or evenings. The third level will be for those who attend
the days of prayer and wish to continue with a follow-up for six meetings on prayer with Sister Theresa (Wednesday
mornings from 11:15-noon beginning March 15).
Please keep this journey in your prayers and may you enjoy the presence of other parishioners who will be making
this same journey.
Blessings and peace,

8

St. Paul Faith Formation
We are rooted in Faith and growing in grace
Important Dates to remember
⇒ If you missed the IMPORTANT First

“Register for Faith Formation classes for the 2017-18 year
and enjoy our Early Bird Discount!”
Please contact the Faith Formation Oﬃce today.

PRAY FOR OUR ELECT
We invite you to pray for our
candidates and catechumen
during Lent and always! We
are so proud of them and
admire their desire to be closer
to God each day.
God of love and power,
It is your will to establish
Everything in Christ and
to draw us into His all
embracing love.
Guide these catechumens
and candidates in the days
and weeks ahead: strengthen
Them in their vocation,
Build them into the kingdom
Of your Son, and seal them
With the Spirit of your
Promise
We ask this through
Christ our Lord,
Amen.
Here are their names if you’d
like to adopt one of them for
daily prayer. Thank you!

Steven Bain
Quincy Printup
Aden Tedesco
Joshua Tedesco,
Jennifer Tedesco,
Travis Haakinson
Trevor Haakinson,
Rachel Inturrisi
Kathrine Castro
Erik Castro
Brianna Espinoza
Zhasmine Graham
Yarlain Medina
Stephanie Padilla
David Hernandez
David Rodriguez
Samuel Casadiego
Sammy Lucero
Nicholas Lucero
Henry Lucero
Angel Alpizar
Kristielena Alpizar
Andrea Sune
Nerak Barajas
Kevin Rojo
Soﬁa Abdullah
Vilma Abdullah
Norman Abdullah
Allison Adamy
Alexander Adamy
Kaitlyn Adamy
Alejandro Nunez

Communion Parent Meeting for your child
who is receiving First Communion in May
2017 please contact Carmen ASAP at 961-3023
⇒ Registration for next year has begun! Enjoy our
Early Bird Discount if you register NOW!
⇒ Lenten Mission Nights for Children/Youth/Teens:
March 6-7, 7-9pm-call Faith Formation for more info.
⇒ Children in 5th, 8th, and 11th will be given the ACRE
assessment on March 5, 6, 7. Please make sure your
child attends that week!
⇒ First Communion Retreats are March 25 & April 1
Families please attend retreat you have been
assigned.
If you have any questions, please call the Faith
Formation oﬃce now. It is not too late to inquire about
Faith Formation! 813-961-3023
Jonathan Flores
Tiﬀany Gargiulo
Constance McIntyre
Raiza Nodal
Osvanny Nodal
Shane Norsworthy
Gabrielle Ruiz
Maybert Veliz
Hank Sorensen
Laura Alton
Bruce Barr
Rebecca Cosas
Nick Giorgi
Beth Jenkins
Chris Leuzze
David McLuggage
Zabrina Penton
Emily Laartz
Porter Laartz
Peter Radice
Lenny Sarja
Josh Shaﬀer
David Seddon
Ryan Thomas
Eileen Valdes
Vivian Barrera
Luis Estrada
Isabella Garcia
Tiﬀany Garcia
Noely Hidalgo
Rose Howes
Ashley Jimenez

Leyla Jimenez
José Lavado
Juan Lorenzo
Elijah Marte
Luna Martinez
Jesse Morillo
Jaime Penrod
Tomaya Peters
Melissa Rios-Lopez
Manuel Rivera
Juan Pablo Salvador
Francisco Sanabria
Carlos Sanchez
Andrea Sanchez
Diego Sanchez
Daniel Sanchez
Miriam Sanchez
Camilo Sarchi
Ariana Solorio
Oscar Solorio
Gerardo Torres
Samantha Torres
Vivian Torres
Juan Torres
Tania Torres
Jayliana Vargas
Joseph Vilchez
Carlos Martinez
Armando Ramos

“No one can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. (Mt 6:24).

Ministries in Action!
St. Paul Catholic Church

Sunday, March 5th

8am - 1pm
Thank you for caring and sharing the gift of life!

Do you know someone who is homebound and
would welcome a visit?
We are called to extend ourselves, not just to
those we encounter at Church, but to those who
cannot attend.

Let us be Christ’s light for someone!
For information call Maria Allison at 813-961-3023.

Parish Lenten Food Drive
March 4-5 and March 11-12
Help feed the many needy families who
come to our St. Vincent de Paul food
pantry each week.
Take a bag home after Mass on March 4-5, ﬁll it with
items from the attached list, and return your bag the
weekend of March 11th-12th.

Join us!

Every Friday in Lent

5-7pm

Dine-in at the Family Center or
Order to Go
Adults - $8.00 • Youth - $5.00
Children 10 and under - FREE!

Please be sure to check expiration dates, we are unable
to use expired or opened items. Your donations will be a
true Lenten blessing to all who come to our parish in
need!
If you would like to help sort the donations, please
stop by the Family Center after Mass and lend a hand, all
are welcome!
*Items Needed:
Black Beans,
Boxed Rice,
Macaroni & Cheese,
Peanut Butter,
Spaghetti,
Pasta Sauce (no glass jars please!)
Thank you!

Sponsored by:

Knights of Columbus
Ambassadors of St. Paul [Council 11211]

Adult Faith Formation
Ask It Basket:

(If you have a question
for the Ask It Basket, please contact
FrBill@StPaulChurch.com).

Deo Gratias: May God bless all those who have
already registered for next year’s Preschool and Faith
Formation programs! Thank you! Our Preschool now
only has a few open spots left and our Faith Formation
programs have record numbers pre-enrolled. Remember,
if you have a child or teen grade 1-12, they should be
registered if they are not already enrolled in a Catholic
School. ALL children who desire to receive First Holy
Communion or Conﬁrmation next year must be enrolled
regardless of where they are schooled. Also, thank you
for sharing your bulletins with us. This week we received
them from throughout the State of Florida! God bless
you all!
Book Study with Father Bill
33 Days of Merciful Love
On March 12th, Fr. Bill will be starting an
online study using Michael Gaitley’s book
33 Days of Merciful Love. The book will be
sold at the Front Desk for $10. This online
retreat concludes with a consecration to
the Divine Mercy in April 23rd 3pm.

Immigration Resource Corner
⇒ Our Citizenship Ministry is active and ready to

help every Thursday at 5:30pm in the Parish
Center.
⇒ English as a Second Language Ministry meets
every Monday at 7 pm in the St. Michael
Building
⇒ The Diocese of St. Petersburg, Catholic Charities
Immigration Program provides assistance with
applications, replacement of immigration documents,
petitions for family reuniﬁcation, political asylum, and
many other services. Contact 727-893-1313 Ext. 208.
⇒ Catholic Charities also oﬀers Refugee services
providing resettling in the US assistance with housing,
food, clothing, education and employment. Contact:
813-631-4397.
⇒ Florida Department of Children and Families Refugee
Services Program 1-866-762-2237
⇒ St. Paul Parish oﬀers Legal Consultation and referrals
thanks to the generosity of attorneys who are
available every Monday and Wednesday morning.
Contact 813-961-3023 to make an appointment.
Please contact us if you know of another resource center
that needs to be listed here. Contact us at 813-961-3023 or
email us at ParishCommunications@StPaulChurch.com.

Adult Faith Formation Sessions with Fr. Bob
Topic: “CHURCH HISTORY”
Inviting all parishioners for our upcoming Adult Faith
Formation Sessions led by Father Bob Romaine. Mark
these dates: Tuesday, February 27, March 13 and 27,
April 3, 18 and 25, May 2 and 9 at 7 pm in the Church.
On a Lighter Note: After putting her grandchildren to bed,

a grandmother changed into old slacks and a droopy
blouse and proceeded to wash her hair. As she heard the
children getting more and more rambunctious, her
patience grew thin. Finally, she threw a towel around her
head and stormed into their room, putting them back to
bed with stern warnings. As she left the room, she heard
the three-year-old say with a trembling voice, "Who was
THAT?"

Are you as smart as a 5th grader?

When we pray
the “Lord’s Prayer” we ask God to forgive us as we
forgive _____?
A.. Those who have sinned against us.
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Congratulations to our Bible Study en Español
Ministry! This ministry has 120 registered participants
every Monday at 7pm in the Family Center! We are so
grateful to the ministry leaders and volunteers for your
dedication and hard work every week. Thank you for
sharing your pictures with the parish!

Looking
Ahead!
•February 28 Multicultural Fest 6pm
•March 1 - Ash Wednesday
•March 3 - Lenten
Gathering
•March 6-8 - Lenten
Mission w. Fr. Carl Alrico
•March 9-16 - Panama
Mission
•March 2, 9, 16, 23 & 30 - V
Encuentro Listening
Sessions 7:30pm

•March 3, 10, 17, 24, 31

Fabulous Fish Fry
•March 17-St. Patrick’s Day
•March 20 - St. Joseph Day
Breakfast
•March 23 - The Light is On
for You (Confessions)
•March 24-25 Eucharistic
Congress in Jacksonville
•March 25 - Feast of the
Annunciation
•March 31 - Lenten Concert
•April 16 - Easter

“No one can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. (Mt 6:24).

Stewardship a Way of Life
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2017 Annual Pastoral Appeal
Thank you to everyone who has responded
to the request to participate in the 2017
Annual Pastoral Appeal.
Your gift is
received with great humility, thanks and
gratitude by the thousands of people helped
through your donation.
APA is an
opportunity to learn more about the 50+
ministries, programs and services available
throughout the St. Petersburg diocese.
If you have any questions about APA, the services it funds, or
how it beneﬁts St. Pauls, please call Nancy at 961-3023 or visit
our diocesan website at www.dosp.org and discover
something new about local Church outreach. If you have not
yet responded, please know that we want and need your
participation! Every gift, every prayer, and every sacriﬁce
brings hope to someone seeking the love and mercy of Christ.

Coﬀee & Donuts
Your Hosts Today:

Filipino Community &
Couples for Christ
These are very dedicated members of our parish who are plan
and bring to us the beautiful Santo Nino Feast celebration
along with the First Friday Mass and novena, and are involved
in so many diﬀerent activities here at St. Paul’s. They have
brought to our parish the Couples for Christ movement that
brings renewal and strengthening to the Christian family life.
Come say hello and learn more about these very important
ministries here at St. Paul’s.
For More Information contact
Ed & Susan Bilbao at Filipino@StPaulChurch.com

If you did not receive a packet, envelopes are in the Narthex
or you can give online by going to the St. Paul website at
www.StPaulChurch.com.

Your APA Dollars
in Action!
Your gift to the Annual
Pastoral Appeal directly
assists St. Paul’s in meeting
our assessment and supports
the continuing work of Christ
through diocesan-wide ministries, services, and programs
which bring hope to thousands in our ﬁve-county area.
Where do your dollars go?
46.5% - Services to parishes, schools and diocesan ministries
and services. Outreach programs oﬀering ministerial,
organizational, temporal and ﬁscal support for parishes,
schools and diocesan ministries and services.
22.3% Catholic Formation and Education. Programs and
services which provide people of every age and walk of life
the chance to practice the Catholic faith, study the teachings
of the Church and encounter Christ in one another.
20.6% - Vocations and seminarian education, and religious,
clergy and seminarian support. Promotion and support of
vocations to the priesthood, seminarian and diaconate
formation and education as well as support for our religious
and retired clergy.
10.6% - Social services and life ministries. Services and
outreach to the poor, marginalized and vulnerable focused on
protecting public safety, promoting the common good and
restoring community with justice and charity.
Remember that you can designate where you would like your
gift to go. Won’t you please consider a gift?

Two Ways to Become a
Better Steward
1.

Get to know your parish better. Learn
more about how your parish operates …
Find out who does what, and ask the clergy
and parish staﬀ, what are the greatest needs of the parish
and how you can share your time and talent.

2.

Loving God & Loving your neighbor. Through regular
oﬀerings, special gifts, and planned giving, families can do
together what they cannot do alone. The 10% portion of our
ﬁnancial support is our direct response to God’s call that we
help the poor and needy, heal the sick, and comfort the
oppressed.
Giving to the church is a way of loving God and your neighbor.

Sign up for Online giving!
It’s simple and convenient.
Want more information?
Go to: StPaulChurch.com

Weekly Offertory
Sunday, February 19, 2017
Oﬀertory:
Online Giving:
Attendance:
Envelopes:

$ 27,169
$ 6,470
3,471
846

Thank you for your Generosity!
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Mass Intentions

Mass Intentions for the Week of February 26th
Saturday, February 25, 2017
5:30 pm St. Paul Parishioners (int.)
7:30 pm Karen Mullins +
Sunday, February 26, 2017 – Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time
7:30 am Fernando Snape, Sr. +
9:00 am Bob Silah +
10:45 am Rene Zarate +
12:30 pm Raleigh Shiﬄet +
2:00 pm Heberto Gamba +
5:30 pm Ryan Osman +
Monday, February 27, 2017
7:30 am Robert Russell +
12:15 pm Robert Vernon +
Tuesday, February 28, 2017
7:30 am Loretta Mikkelsen +
12:15 pm Patricia Walls +
Wednesday, March 1, 2017 – Ash Wednesday
7:30 am Fr. Bob Romaine (int.)
9am
Consecrated Life and Priestly Vocations (int.)
12:15 pm Marie Bobak (int.)
4pm
Ed Geory, Jr. +
5:30pm
Christine White (int.)
6pm
Richard Schardt (int.)
7pm
Ashley Zimmerman +
8pm
St. Paul Parish Priests (int.)
Thursday, March 2, 2017
7:30 am Thomasa Mendoza +
12:15 pm Timothy C. Glass +
Friday, March 3, 2017
7:30 am Dennis White +
12:15 pm Sue and Bill Koerber (int.)
7:30pm
Lloyd Flores +
Saturday, March 4, 2017
8:30 am Manuel Martinez Aguero +
5:30 pm Frererick Algigi +
7:30 pm St. Paul Parishioners (int.)
Sunday, March 5, 2017 – First Sunday of Lent
7:30 am St. Paul Parishioners (int.)
9:00 am Dorothy Ward +
10:45 am Jaroslaw P. Miernik +
12:30 pm Michael and Mike Hingson +
2:00 pm Rosa Amelia +
5:30 pm Gen LaRowe +

Readings for the Week of February 26th
Sunday:
Monday:
Tuesday:
Wednesday:
Thursday:
Friday:
Saturday:
Sunday:

Is 49:14-15 / 1 Cor 4:1-5 / Mt 6:24-34
Sir 17: 20-24 / Mk 10:17-27
Sir 35:1-12 / Mk 10:28-31
Jl 2:12-18 / 2 Cor 5:20—6:2 / Mt 6:1-6, 16-18
Dt 30:15-20 / Lk 9:22-25
Is 58:1-9a / Mt 9:14-15
Is 58: 9b-14 / Lk 5:27-32
Gn 2:7-9, 3:1-7 / Rom 5:12-19 / Mk 4:1-11

Lenten Regulations 2017
Diocese of St. Petersburg -Oﬃce of Worship
The dual disciplines of fasting and
abstinence have a long history in the
Catholic Church. Going back to the early
Church, the purpose behind the custom of
self-denial is not punishment; it is to simplify
our lifestyles so that we create a certain
emptiness. In this way, freed from all
distractions, we are able to hear and
respond to God’s continued call to
conversion and holiness.
1. Fasting is to be observed on Ash
Wednesday and Good Friday by all Catholics
between the ages of 18 to 59 years
(inclusive). On days of fasting, one full meal
is allowed. Two smaller meals, suﬃcient to
maintain strength, may be taken according
to one’s needs, but together they should
not equal another full meal.
Eating
between meals is not permitted, but liquids
are allowed.
2. Abstinence from meat is to be observed by
all Catholics who are 14 years of age and
older. Ash Wednesday and all the Fridays of
Lent are days of abstinence.
Note: If a person is unable to observe the
above regulations due to ill health or other
serious reasons, they are urged to practice
other forms of self-denial that are suitable
to their condition.
Fasting, almsgiving, and prayer are the three
traditional disciplines of Lent. The faithful
and catechumens should undertake these
practices seriously in a spirit of penance and
of preparation for baptism or of renewal of
baptism at Easter.
Faith in Action: For many people,
God and money run “neck and neck”
as their ﬁrst priority. Making money
and spending money becomes the center of
their life and they actually become a slave to
money. The solution – become more
generous. Giving money to Church and
charity frees us from slavery to money and
from making money a “god” before God.

“No one can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. (Mt 6:24).

Outreach Ministries and Community Events
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St. Vincent De Paul
Pantry Hours Monday & Thursday 9am -12pm
Assistance Line: 813-264-3325

Hopefully, the message of Jesus, “feed the poor”
“house the homeless” continues to be important to
all of us. Please place food donations in the baskets
and money in the poor box so we can do what Jesus
asks of us.

Serving St. Paul Parishioners
for 25 Years!
Legal Consultation and Referral
Service on Mondays and
Wednesdays by appointment.
Please call 813-264-3307.

Counseling
Services oﬀered
by Dr. Pat Berne.
Please call to make an
appointment
813-961-3023

Spiritual Mothers Prayer Group meets every Thursday
after the 12:15 pm Mass in the Chapel. Let’s pray for all of
our Priests
St. Paul Divorced and Separated Support Group
Providing caring support for both women and men
experiencing separation or divorce. Meets every Friday at
7:30 pm in the Parish Center C. For more information
please contact Dom Henke at 813-205-1735.
Be sure to obtain your free copy of
the Parish Lenten gift to you! This
year, Fr. Bill wanted to give each
family a book on Forgiveness and a
wooden cross that says Forgive. We
hope you enjoy
these wonderful
gifts.

Thank you
Fr. Bill!

Cardinal Timothy M. Dolan and
Archbishop William E. Lori, as chairmen
of the U.S Conference of Catholic
Bishops' Committee on Pro-Life Activities and Ad Hoc
Committee for Religious Liberty, respectively, wrote to
both Houses of the United States Congress on February
8th, urging support for the Conscience Protection Act of
2017. The Conscience Protection Act, they wrote, is
"essential legislation protecting the fundamental rights of
health care providers, to ensure that those providing
much needed health care and health coverage can
continue to do so without being forced by government to
help destroy innocent unborn children." "While existing
federal laws already protect conscientious objection to
abortion in theory, this protection has not proved
eﬀective in practice, "the bishops noted, citing recent
examples in which the federal government has refused to
enforce these laws. "The Conscience Protection Act will
address the deﬁciencies that block eﬀective enforcement
of existing laws.” Cardinal Dolan and Archbishop Lori
recalled the Hippocratic oath's rejection of abortion in the
profession of medicine, indicating that the Act will beneﬁt
not only Catholic medical professionals but "the great
majority of ob/gyns who remain unwilling to perform
abortions." USCCB.ORG
As we prepare to celebrate Father Bob’s
25th Anniversary of his ordination, we
could really use your help. We are looking
for pictures of Fr. Bob. Could you please
send any pictures that you may have of
Father Bob to Edward Jayaraj at:
jayarajedward@yahoo.com
“In the Wildﬂowers Retreat” for Women who have
suﬀered childhood sexual abuse
This 10-week private retreat will be held in St.
Petersburg on Saturdays beginning on February 25th. If
interested in participating in this retreat, please contact
Cathy
at
813-843-8969
or
email
her
at wildﬂowersretreats@gmail.com.

Wedding Jubilee Mass 2017
The Jubilee Mass of Thanksgiving with Bishop Gregory
Parkes honoring couples throughout the diocese who will
celebrate 25, 50 or more years of marriage during 2017
will take place at the Cathedral of St. Jude the Apostle on
Sunday, April 2nd at 3pm. Please contact the parish oﬃce
at 813-961-3023 to reserve your spot by March 16th.

