
 
 
 

Lenten Prayer 
 

Almighty and  
Everlasting God,  
You have given  
the human race  

Jesus Christ our Savior  
as a model of humility.  
He fulfilled Your Will by 
becoming Man and 

giving His life  
on the Cross.  
Help us to 

bear witness to You  
by following His example 
of suffering and make us 
worthy to share in His 

Resurrection.  
We ask this through 
our Lord Jesus Christ,  

Your Son. 
 

Amen.   

 

       St. Paul Catholic Church 
     and Preschool   
        www.StPaulChurch.com 

12708 N Dale Mabry Hwy. Tampa, FL  33618   -  813-961-3023    

"Formed by Word and Sacrament, we, the people of St. Paul Catholic Church, are a 
Spirit-led, Eucharist-centered, vibrant multicultural Christian community of faith, 

living our love for God and neighbor  
while growing together as disciples of Christ." 

First Sunday in Lent 
 

Sunday March 5, 2017 
 

Fr. Stephan blesses a couple on their 70th 

Wedding Anniversary during the 2pm 
Mass, then he obtains a blessing from them. 



My dear friends, 
 

With the passing of Ash Wednesday, we have begun our annual Lenten pilgrimage with 
the Lord to the heavenly Jerusalem.  Far more than simply 40 days of foregoing things 
we enjoy, it is an opportunity to truly grow spiritually.  The three pillars of Lent are 
prayer, fasting, and works of charity. 
 

Prayer Communication is essential in every relationship, including our relationship with 
God.  Prayer is communicating with God, sharing with Him all that is in our hearts but 
also, listening to Him as He shares His heart with us!  To help us develop our relationship 
with the Lord, I’ve asked Fr. Carl Arico to lead us in our annual Lenten Mission this week.  
Sr. Theresa, a group of parishioners, and I met Fr. Carl on our parish cruise last year.  His 
presentations were so inspiring.  I encourage you to make every effort to join us 
Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday nights beginning at 7pm.  He will also be preaching at 
the 12:15 daily Mass.  This is a rare opportunity to truly deepen your relationship with the 
Lord.  Be sure to come and bring your friends with you!  Details are in this bulletin as well 
as our Lenten Highlights which was mailed to you last week. 
 

Fasting is very different from dieting.  The New Testament records that the Early Church 
used fasting to “supersize” their prayers.  They prayed and fasted before making big 
decisions, when they had special needs, and when they wanted to simply grow in faith.  
The same is true of us.  In addition, fasting reminds us that everything is a gift from God 
and helps us to stand in solidarity with the poor who live with constant hunger.  I 
encourage you not only to abstain from meat on Fridays, but truly fast ... from food, 
yes ... but also fast from those things which prevent us from truly being open to God’s 
grace ... anger, rush to judgment, foul language, procrastination, sloth, gluttony, lust, 
inordinate and immoral use of media, impatience, unforgiveness, etc.  If you need ideas 
of what you can do, talk to a family member or a good friend! 
 

Almsgiving The Early Church was known for its charity.  Almost every letter in the New 
Testament has a request for the community to share their resources with those in need.  
It is amazing to count up the number of times Jesus refers to money and the need to be 
charitable.  Works of charity or almsgiving is an essential part of the Christian life.   
 

When we speak of almsgiving, we should certainly remember our spiritual home, St. 
Paul.  Many do not realize that you are our sole source of funding.  We do not receive 
funding from the government nor the diocese.  Thank you!  I also encourage you to 
remember the Annual Pastoral Appeal or APA.  Our diocese provides vital services 
throughout our five county area.  The diocese also tithes in support of charities in our 
country and throughout the world.  Many people do not realize that the diocese 
provides support to the Holy See so that the Pope can fulfill his mission as spiritual 
leader of the Church Universal. 
 

Our Lenten food drive to replenish our Food Bank is also a great way to help those in 
need.  I also encourage you to volunteer next week after Mass to help sort all the bags 
of food received.  Thank you! 
 

Forgiveness  Perhaps the greatest work of charity is that of “forgiveness.”  St. Paul 
challenges us all to be “ministers of reconciliation.”  I hope you received your Lenten 
“Forgive” cross and copy of Dr. Allen Hunt’s book “Everyone Needs to Forgive 
Somebody.”  (Both available in Spanish.)  (I’m doing a study of the book on my 
FaceBook page.)  Think of the people you need to forgive and ask for the grace to 
forgive them.  Not because they deserve it, but because it is what Christ calls you to do.  
Also, think of those you have hurt.  Ask for forgiveness.  If that is not possible, pray for 
them, that they may be healed of the wound you inflicted. 
 

Know you are in my prayers.  May this Lent be one of the best ever for you and your 
loved ones!  Growing together as disciples of Christ, 
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All are Welcome! 
 

Weekend Masses 
 

Saturday Masses 
8:30am Mass 

(Morning Prayer and  
Benediction 8:10am) 

 

Saturday Vigil  
Mass 5:30pm   

Missa em  

Português: 7:30pm 
 

Sunday Masses 
7:30am, 9:00am, 

10:45am, 12:30pm, 
5:30pm 

Misa en Español: 2:00pm 
  

Weekday Masses 
Monday to Friday 

7:30am and 12:15pm 
 

First Friday Mass 7:30pm 
 

Saturday - 8:30am  
(Morning Prayer and  
Benediction 8:10am) 

 

Reconciliation/
Confession 

Saturdays 10am and 4pm 
or upon request 

 

24 Hour Eucharistic  
Adoration  

 

Every Wednesday  
8am to 9pm  

 

Every Friday 8:30am  
 to Saturday 8:20am 

 

Morning Prayer 
Monday - Friday 7:10am 

Saturday 8:10am 
 

Anointing of the Sick 
Every Second Saturday of the 

Month at 8:30am 
 
 
 

Church Office Address: 

12708 N. Dale Mabry Hwy 
Tampa, FL 33618-2802 

813.961.3023 
Fax 813.962.8780 

Office Hours: 8am to 4pm 
www.StPaulChurch.com 

Email:  
ParishCommunications@StPaulChurch.com 

 
Our Vision Statement:  
“Growing Together  

as Disciples of Christ.”   
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“It is written: The Lord, your God, shall you worship and him alone shall you serve” (Mt 4:10).  

 

Welcome, Bienvenidos,  
Bem-vindos to St. Paul! 

Christ Heal Us!!  On the second Saturday of every 
month during the 8:30 morning Mass, we will 
offer the Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick.  
This beautiful Sacrament is for all those who are 

advanced in age as well as those who suffer from a 
serious (grave) illness.  It is recommended for all those 
who are scheduled to be admitted to a hospital for 
surgery later this month to be anointed.  This Sacrament 
can be received as often as needed.  Come and 
experience the healing touch of the Divine Physician!  
 

Parish Lenten Food Drive 
March 4-5 and March 11-12 

Help feed the many needy families who come to our St. 
Vincent de Paul food pantry each week.  
 
Take a bag home after Mass on March 4-5,  
fill it with items from the attached list, and 
return your bag the weekend of March 11th-
12th.   

 

 

 

The 5th V is an Evangelization 
process of ecclesial reflection and action that invites ALL 
Catholics in the United States to intense missionary 
activity, consultation, leadership development,  and  
identification  of best ministerial practices in the spirit of 
the New Evangelization. 
Join us at 7pm for our following sessions to reflect upon 
discipleship and call to be missionaries  These are the dates: 
 

• Seco      Session: (Mar 9t h) words and actions 
• T i                Session: (Mar 16t h) together with 

Jesus  
• Fo    Sessio : (Mar 23rd) Bearing new li e 
• Fifth Session: (Mar 30t h) Celebrating the joy being 

missionary disciples 
 

For Information contact Jim Kissane, Parish Facilitator 
(JKissane@StPaulChurch.com) 

 

St. Paul Parish welcomes One Blood’s  

“Big Red Bus” 

Sunday, March 5th 

8am - 1pm 
 

 

Thank you for caring and 

sharing the gift of life! 

MISSIONARY DISCIPLES: WITNESSES OF GOD’S LOVE 

LENTEN MISSION   
with Father Carl Arico 

“Learn How to Be a Better Pray-er” 

March 6-8, 2017 
Morning  11am - Noon /  

Evening 7pm - 8:30pm 

 

 

 

Complimentary Child Care Provided and activities for 

Grades K-12 available during the Mission time.  

 

We Welcome Fr. Carl in our weekend Masses to 
speak to us about our Lenten Mission, March 6-8  

Father Carl will give a special program from 11:00-
noon, Monday through Wednesday, for those who 
cannot come in the evening.  There will be a short 
break before the 12:15 Mass.   Evening sessions begin 
at 7pm.  Benediction will conclude Monday’s session.  
Tuesday evening includes opportunity for the 
sacrament of Reconciliation.  Wednesday evening 
includes Mass. 

REJOICE 
IN HOPE 
Thank you for your generosity  
If you haven’t given, won’t you 

please consider a  gift?  

Goal:   $  437,478 

Pledged to date:     100,851 

# of Pledges:             217 

% of Goal:            23% 

2017 Annual Pastoral Appeal 



Did you know 

that we have a 

nursery available 

during the 9am 

and 10:45am 

Sunday Masses? 
 
The St. Paul P.U.P. (Parents Uninterrupted Prayer) 
Nursery is open for children ages 1-4, no pre-registration 
required. The newly renovated Nursery Room is located 
past the restrooms in the same Church building. We are 
blessed with wonderful Nursery Ministry Team Leaders, 
all who share their love and dedication in helping our 
families participate in Mass by taking care of their little 
ones. For the safety and well-being of your child, the 
Nursery Ministry is led by diocesan trained (Level II 
screened, safe environment certified) team leaders and 
teen volunteers and most are trained in Infant CPR and 
First Aid.  
For more information about the P.U.P. Nursery Ministry, 
please contact Lizette Espel (961-3023; 
LEspel@StPaulChurch.com) in the Parish Office. Teen 
volunteers are welcome to earn service hours! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our heartfelt and sincere thanks to all who made this 

year’s Spaghetti Dinner fundraiser such a success!! 

 

March 2017 Tour Schedule  

Please note you must call the office 813-264-3314 to 
make an appointment for the tour time and date that 
best fits your schedule. Tours subject to cancelation if 
no one is signed up to attend the business day before. 
Thank you for your consideration.  

Wednesday, March 8th at 9am 

Tuesday, March 14th at 9am  

Thursday, March 23rd at 5pm 

Wednesday, March 29th at 9am 
 

Please visit our website at 
www.StPaulCatholicPreschool.org 

Or Email us at MAguiar@StPaulChurch.com 

Excellence	in	Catholic	preschool	education		for		over	30	years	
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Infant Baptism 
‘I baptize you in the name of the Father,  
and of the Son, and of the  Holy Spirit’   

The baptism of a child is a special cause for joy and 
celebration on the part of the Church, the whole 
community of faith! Baptism is a birth into the 
Christian community and is in every way as solemn and 
important as birth itself.  It is an event that needs to 
be prepared for, and it can serve as a reminder to you 
about your own faith and what it means to you. If you 
have any questions regarding Infant Baptism, please 
contact Lizette Espel at: 
(961-3023; LEspel@StPaulChurch.com) 
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Our Parish Family 
Welcome New Parishioners! Bienvenidos! 
Maria Cardoso, Gigi Costello, Clara Fultz, Mr. and Mrs. 
Darren Glaydura, Maria Hull, Delvys Lima, Mariuska 
Carvajas, Robert Ortiz, Christopher Pepe, Mario Regis. Laura 
Reynolds, Guinsel Rodriguez, Sandra Pena, Melissa Soto Huerto. 

Born into Eternal Life:  
Marilyn Frances Reynolds, Rafael Simon Gamez, Dustin Larmon , 
Rev. Cletus Watson,T.O.R., Richard Molloy, Karima Sper, Sally 
Geda, Daniel Dabrowski, Doris Lopez, William (Billy) Verity, Dr 
Maria Ibanez Kelnhofer, Frances, Bly, Alvaro Gonzalez, Fracois 
Latortue, Blanca Rosa Pagan, Clyde Williams Sr., Ana Lombardi, 
Caren Smith, Barbara Khorran, Diego Perilla. 

Please Pray for those who are sick in our Parish:   
Greysen Feng, Mary Giovenco, Christine White, Richard Schardt, 
Lorena Zuluaga, Royman Torres, Helen Horton, Bob Huie, Ross 
Massey, Aida Murphy, Cathy Lindberg, Max Zambrano, Leo 
Murphy, Suzette Hillis, Marie Bobak, Wendy Cathell, Gabriel 
Espinosa and Jane Miller.  To add a name to the list email: 
LRomano@StPaulChurch.com. 

Please Pray for the Peace and Safety  
♦Hans C. Arcand, 2nd LT. USAF 

♦Martin O. Reina, USCG  

♦Nicholas Ringo, III US Navy  

♦Michael Dunkelberger,  Master Sargent, USAF 

♦Christopher A. Garcia, Officer, U.S. Navy 

♦Mathew M Colon, Sgt., US Army 

♦Richard Majette, Captain, USMC 

♦Katrina Monti, Captain, PA US Army 

♦Jonathan Monti, Major, PA US Army 

♦Richard Sison Jr, 2nd Lt., USAF 

♦Matthew Mooney, Captain, USAF 

♦Curtis Gardner, Sergeant, USAF  

♦Adriana Trigg, USAF 

♦Anthony Mazzie, US Army  

♦Luis Luccani, PO, US Navy  

♦Austin Jacob Ferlita, Pvt2s, US Army 

♦Josh C. Seal, PO, US Navy  

♦Corinna Fleischmann,   CDR,   USCG.    

♦Morganne Oyler,  US Navy  

♦Sean C. Andino, Ensign, US Navy  

♦Thomas Krasnicki, Lt, US Navy  

♦Brett Smith, US Marine Corp.  

♦Dominick J. Agnes III, Sgt, US Marine Corps  

♦ Brian J. Babin, SS, USMC 

♦Spencer M. Brown, U.S. Army, Pvt.  
To add a name to the list email LRomano@StPaulChurch.com.  

Pope Francis: Rather than being 

something we possess and use for own 
pleasure, Saint Paul reminds us that 

creation is God’s gift, which reveals to us his loving plan. 
But when we are self-centered and commit sin, we 
break our communion with God, and the original beauty 
of human nature and creation is marred. Thus, rather 
than show God’s infinite love, creation bears the 
wounds of human pride. The Lord, however, does not 
abandon us, but offers us a new horizon of freedom 
and salvation. Saint Paul reminds us of this truth, by 
inviting us to hear the groaning of all people and things, 
and even the groaning of the Holy Spirit in our hearts. 
These groans are not sterile, but speak of the pangs of 
birth, the ushering in of new life. Despite the many 
signs of our sins and failings, we know that we are 
saved by the Lord, and even now contemplate and 
experience within ourselves and all around us signs of 
the Resurrection, a new creation. We know that Jesus 
wants to heal us and creation once and for all, and 
reconcile us in his love. Let us see ourselves and the 
world with Christ’s eyes. And when we are discouraged 
or tempted to despair, let us remember that the Holy 
Spirit comes to our aid, to keep alive our cries to God, 
and to reveal new heavens and a new earth which he is 
preparing for us. (Pope Francis, Audience, 22 February 2017). 

“It is written: The Lord, your God, shall you worship and him alone shall you serve” (Mt 4:10).  

Saints of God: This Tuesday we 
honor Sts. Perpetua and Felicity.  
Perpetua was a young, beautiful, 
well-educated noblewoman.  She 
had an infant son when she was 
arrested for being a Christian.  

Felicity was a young slave and expectant mother.  
Together with their three friends, Revocatus, 
Secundulus, and Saturninus, they refused to renounce 
their faith.  They were sentenced to death ... the 
women were beheaded and the men were fed to the 
beasts.  The diary of St Perpetua is very difficult to read.  
In the midst of all her torments, her sole source of 
comfort was her faith and the permission to care for 
her infant son in prison until the day of her death.  
Felicity gave birth to a little girl just before she was 
martyred.  The Church has been so inspired by their 
heroic witness, they are remembered in the Roman 
Canon (Eucharistic Prayer I) through to this day.   
 

Gluten Intolerant?  If you have an adverse 

reaction to the gluten found in bread, 
including the Holy Eucharist, you have several 
options.  First, you are welcome to receive the 
Lord in the Precious Blood.  Remember, He is 

fully in present in the smallest drop of his Precious 
Blood as well as in the smallest particle of the Host.  
Second, there are low-gluten or “gluten free” altar 
breads available which contain less than 0.00042% 
gluten.  If you would like to know more about the 
procedure we use at St. Paul to distribute the low-
gluten Hosts, see Fr Bill or Louise (961-3023). 



Reflections on Scripture 
By Jack Conroy, Ph.D. 
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Ambassadors	of	St.	Paul	

The Knights 
sponsor the St. Paul 
Preschool Spaghetti 
Dinner every year 
with their delicious 
recipes of Spaghetti 
Sauce and help 
serving during the 

dinner.   The Knights are all about unity, service, 
fellowship and good deeds.  Want to join the Knights? 
Contact Jack at KofC@StPaulChurch.com 

 
 
 
 
We all know the things that make us happy, but we 
don’t always do them.  Lent is an opportunity to 
change that.  This year we invite you  to do something 
different.  Join Dynamic Catholic for Best Lent Ever, a 
free, video-based email program featuring 
internationally acclaimed speaker and New York Times 
bestselling author Matthew Kelly.  From Ash 
Wednesday to Easter, Matthew will help you identify 
what stands between you and happiness...and what to 
do about it.  Are you ready for your best Lent ever? 

Sign up at BestLentEver.com 

 
 
 
 
 

I. Genesis 2:7-9, 3:1-7  Knowledge 
as a Burden 
 Reflection: With the Season of Lent, 
we find the pattern of the readings 
will change.  We will recover the 
pattern of “Ordinary Time” after 
Pentecost.  Now we read of what is 
described as the "First Sin."  Note, 
however, the context: the serpent  
simply affirms the truth: Eve's eyes 
would be opened, she would know 
"good and evil," and she would not 
"die" (instantly).  Our first parents, 
thus, transitioned from an age of 
innocence to an age of knowledge.  
Death was the traditional 
punishment attributed to this "fall;" 
but can we not see the deep truth 
behind this myth, that a turning away 
from God produces a different kind 
of "death?"  And when we have 
knowledge of the consequences of 
such turning-away, there is a heavier 
burden imposed upon us.  In Lent, we 
are asked to become self-conscious 
to a higher degree, to meditate on 
the burden of "Knowledge of Good 
and Evil," and to focus on changing 
our lives to make them consonant 
with what we know we ought to do. 

 
II. Romans 5:12-19.  Sin and Death. 
Reflection: We read of 
"Disobedience" and "Obedience."  
The Greek words (parakoe and 
hupakoe) take their roots from the 
word that means "to listen to, to 
hear."  Hence, disobedience results 
from refusing to "hear."  Its opposite 
is the result of attentive "hearing."  
We hear one of the most powerful of 
St.Paul's notions, that Jesus, the 
"New Adam" is the one who "heard" 
God's word, and who conformed his 
life totally and completely.  He did 
what Adam should have done; and 
since the refusal to hear God's word 
brought death, the full attentiveness 
on Jesus' part brought uprightness to 
many.  Now "Uprightness" implies 
"being in the correct relation with 
God."  Hence, Jesus' act of 
"obedience/hearing" restored the 
"right relationship."  A side issue:  An 
overly literal reading of 5:19 was the 
reason that for many years, some 
Church thinkers rejected the theory 
of evolution. 
 
III. Matthew 4:1-11 
Reflection: We read in Matthew's 
Gospel a parallel to the temptations 
by Satan in Genesis.  Except here, we 
see Jesus' refusal to be seduced by 
the very values that tend to be so 

attractive to us!  Presume that the 
Tempter is testing us as well as Jesus.  
Today, he invites us to use our 
technological power to transform the 
world, to create the conditions for a 
comfortable life (bread.)  Note that 
Jesus responds to him (us) to 
evaluate what really creates "life."  
The Tempter invites us to rely upon 
God to solve our problems, to pray 
for peace, to pray for the end of 
hunger in the world.  Jesus invites us 
to realize that this "testing" of God is 
prohibited, which implies that we 
must not rely upon God to solve 
these problems, but must be His 
instruments. That's our job!  Finally, 
the Tempter offers Power and 
Wealth as values.  Jesus instructs us 
that false worship is abhorrent to 
God.  We have to ask what our 
"idols" are; is "getting our way" our 
own little god that we worship?  Is 
dominating others the object of our 
worship?  The New Adam did not 
succumb; He is our model during 
Lent, as well as for the rest of the 
year! 

Due	to	copyright	restrictions,	we	cannot	

print	 the	 Scriptures	 before	 the	

re�lections	of	Mr.	Conroy.		The	Scripture	

for	 today’s	 liturgy	 can	 be	 found	 in	 our	

St.	Paul	App. 
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“It is written: The Lord, your God, shall you worship and him alone shall you serve” (Mt 4:10).  

In	Honor	of	St.	Joseph		
St.	Paul	Council	of	Catholic	Women	will	

host	the	festivities	in	honor	of	St.	Joseph	

on	 Monday,	 March	 20th	 	 after	 the	

7:30am	and	12:15pm	Mass.	 	 	This	 is	an	

Italian	 tradition	 to	 give	 Thanks	 for	

Prayers	answered.				

A	three	tier	Altar	laid	with	)ine	linens	-	decorated	with	)lowers,	

votive	candles	and	)illed	with	breads	and	sweets.		

Come	join	us!	

**NEW** MEN’S MINISTRY 
Brothers United in Christ 
Information Meeting 
Thursday, March 16th 
7:00 pm - 8:00 pm 

Parish Center- Room G 
The mission of the St. Paul’s 
Brothers United in Christ is to 
provide a safe, trusting and non-

judgmental forum for men striving to increase their faith 
and relationship with our Lord, Jesus Christ, to discuss 
openly on our daily struggles and provide 
encouragement and accountability for one another in 
living out this goal.   We begin and end with prayer.   

For more information contact: 
George Armenia, Jr. 

813-924-3464 
garmenia7@gmail.com 

Join	us	 at	 3pm,	 the	hour	 of	mercy,	 and	7pm	 we	 will	 have	

the	 Stations	 of	 the	 Cross	 every	 Friday	 during	 Lent.	 	 Here	

are	 the	 dates:	 Friday,	 March	 3rd		Friday,	 March	 10th	Friday,	

March	 17th	Friday,	 March	 24th	Friday,	 March	 31st	 	 and	

Friday,	April	7th			

Our Fiat Prayer Ministry 
“Our Fiat invites Catholics to renew their faith  

and to develop a deeper prayer life.”  
For more information, contact  Diana Barragan at 541-7022 

or Natalie Gutowski at 334-5171 email:	OurFiat@StPaulChurch.com		

PRAY FOR OUR ELECT 
We invite you to pray for our 
candidates and catechumen 
during Lent and always!   
 

God of love and power, 

It is your will to establish 

Everything in Christ and 

to draw us into His all 

embracing love. 

Guide these catechumens 

and candidates in the days 

and weeks ahead: strengthen 

Them in their vocation, 

Build them into the kingdom 

Of your Son, and seal them 

With the Spirit of your 

Promise 

We ask this through 

Christ our Lord, 

Amen. 

 

Steven Bain 
Quincy Printup 
Aden Tedesco 

Joshua Tedesco,  
Jennifer Tedesco,  
Travis Haakinson 

Trevor Haakinson,  

Rachel Inturrisi 
Kathrine Castro 

Erik Castro 
Brianna Espinoza 
Zhasmine Graham 

Yarlain Medina 
Stephanie Padilla 
David Hernandez 
David Rodriguez 

Samuel Casadiego 
Sammy Lucero 
Nicholas Lucero 

Henry Lucero 
Angel Alpizar 

Kristielena Alpizar 
Andrea Sune 
Nerak Barajas 

Kevin Rojo 
Sofia Abdullah 
Vilma Abdullah 

Norman Abdullah 
Allison Adamy 

Alexander Adamy 
Kaitlyn Adamy 

Alejandro Nunez 
Jonathan Flores  
Tiffany Gargiulo  

Constance McIntyre  
Raiza Nodal 

Osvanny Nodal  
Shane Norsworthy 

Gabrielle Ruiz 
Maybert Veliz  

Hank Sorensen  
Laura Alton 
Bruce Barr 

Rebecca Cosas  
Nick Giorgi 

Beth Jenkins  
Chris Leuzze 

David McLuggage  
Zabrina Penton 

Emily Laartz 
Porter Laartz  
Peter Radice  
Lenny Sarja 
Josh Shaffer  

David Seddon  
Ryan Thomas  
Eileen Valdes  
Vivian Barrera  
Luis Estrada 

Isabella Garcia 
Tiffany Garcia  
Noely Hidalgo  
Rose Howes 

Ashley Jimenez  
Leyla Jimenez  

José Lavado 
Juan Lorenzo  
Elijah Marte 

Luna Martinez  
Jesse Morillo 
Jaime Penrod 

Tomaya Peters 
Melissa Rios-Lopez  

Manuel Rivera 
Juan Pablo Salvador  
Francisco Sanabria  

Carlos Sanchez 
Andrea Sanchez  
Diego Sanchez  
Daniel Sanchez  
Miriam Sanchez  

Camilo Sarchi  
Ariana Solorio  
Oscar Solorio 

Gerardo Torres 
Samantha Torres  

Vivian Torres  
Juan Torres  
Tania Torres 

Jayliana Vargas  
Joseph Vilchez 
Carlos Martinez 
Armando Ramos 
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        St. Paul Faith Formation    St. Paul Faith Formation    St. Paul Faith Formation    St. Paul Faith Formation        
We are ro�ed in Faith and growing in grace 

“Register for Faith Formation classes for the 2017-18 year 
and enjoy our Early Bird Discount!”  

Please contact the Faith Formation Office today. 

Important Dates to remember 
⇒ If you missed the IMPORTANT First 
Communion Parent Meeting for your child 
who is receiving First Communion in May 
2017 please contact Carmen ASAP at 961-3023 

⇒ Registration for next year has begun!  Enjoy our 
Early Bird Discount if you register NOW! 

⇒ Lenten Mission Nights for Children/Youth/Teens: 
March 6-7, 7-9pm-call Faith Formation for more 
info. 

⇒ Children in 5th, 8th, and 11th will be given the ACRE 
assessment on March 5, 6, 7. Please make sure your 
child attends that week! 

⇒ First Communion Retreats are March 25 & April 1 
Families please attend retreat you have been 
assigned. 

If you have any questions, please call the Faith 
Formation office now. It is not too late to inquire about 
Faith Formation! 813-961-3023 

We thank John ScottWe thank John ScottWe thank John ScottWe thank John Scott for his short 

time with us as Youth Minister. We thank 
him for helping us this year and wish him, 
his wife and young son all the best in his 
future. 
At this time we have assembled a 
transition Youth Ministry team. We thank the following 
individuals for saying “yes” and stepping up to lead and 
guide our middle school and high school teens: 
 
Ana Garcia, Sam Gibbons, and Tricia Mandarino will be 
working together as the Youth Ministry Core Team. 
 
The Youth Ministry Core team have a planning meeting 
set up for Sunday, March 12th at 5pm. Let us know if you 
want to be a part of this dynamic ministry by calling the 
Parish Office. 
 
Theresa Adams and Kim Smith will be overseeing the 
Middle School Program. Please call the office if you feel 
called to be a catechist or help be a part of our Middle 
School team. 
  
Please pray for us as we search for a permanent Youth 
Minister for our parish. If you have any questions or 
concerns, please feel free to email our DRE Carmen 
Cayon at CCayon@StPaulChurch.com or call her at 813-
961-3023. 

 



“It is written: The Lord, your God, shall you worship and him alone shall you serve” (Mt 4:10).  

Ministries in Action! 

 
 
 

On behalf of the PANAMA Mission Ministry we would 
like to thank you for your generous gifts this past 
weekend.  We exceeded our donations goal & received 
over $6,000 dollars.   
Your commitment to helping us with this Missionary trip 
to Montijo, Panama is sincerely appreciated.  
We hope you enjoy the “helping hands” banner displayed 
this week.  This banner was made with the help of the 
children of our parish.  We will be taking this banner to 
Panama as a gift. 
 

Thank you St. Paul 
Parish family for 
your generous 
support!!!!  

Spirit FM Fish Fry World Tour visits St. Paul 
Spirit FM 90.5 will be visiting St. Paul's Fabulous Fish 
Fry on Friday, March 10 from 5-7pm to judge who 
has the best Fish Fry in the Diocese! Join us on 
March 10 to visit with our friends from Spirit FM, our 
favorite radio station in Tampa Bay, and enjoy our 
Fabulous Fish Fry. See you then!   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Do you know someone  who is homebound and  
would welcome a visit? 

We  are called to extend ourselves,  not just to 
those we encounter at Church, but to those who 
cannot attend.   

Let us be Christ’s light for someone! 
  For information call Maria Allison at 813-961-3023. 

Sponsored by: 

Knights of Columbus 
 

Ambassadors of St. Paul [Council 11211] 

Join us!Join us!Join us!Join us!    
Every Friday in Lent 

5555----7pm 7pm 7pm 7pm     
Dine-in at the Family Center or  

Order to Go 
Adults Adults Adults Adults ----    $8.00 • Youth $8.00 • Youth $8.00 • Youth $8.00 • Youth ----    $5.00  $5.00  $5.00  $5.00      

Children 10 and under Children 10 and under Children 10 and under Children 10 and under ----    FREE!FREE!FREE!FREE!    
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Looking Looking Looking Looking 
Ahead!  Ahead!  Ahead!  Ahead!      

•March 6-8 - Lenten 
Mission w. Fr. Carl Alrico 
•March 9-16 - Panama 
Mission 
•March 2, 9, 16, 23 & 30 - V 
Encuentro Listening 
Sessions 7:30pm 
•March 3, 10, 17, 24, 31 
Fabulous Fish Fry 
•March 17-St. Patrick’s Day  

•March 19 -  Face of Mercy 
Movie Showing  
•March 20 - St. Joseph Day 
Breakfast 
•March 23 -  The Light is On 
for You (Confessions) 
•March 24-25 Eucharistic 
Congress in Jacksonville 
•March 25 - Feast of the 
Annunciation  
•March 31 - Lenten Concert 
•April 16 - Easter 

Deo Gratias:Deo Gratias:Deo Gratias:Deo Gratias: Please	join	me	in	thanking	God	for	the	

gift	of	our	 translators.	 	This	 incredibly	 talented	group	

of	men	and	women	help	us	in	the	necessary	translation	

work	 of	 our	 bulletins,	 letters,	 homilies,	

announcements,	 prayer	 intentions,	 etc.	 	 They	 ensure	

that	everyone	has	 the	opportunity	 to	 fully	participate	

in	 our	 parish.	 	 May	God	bless	our	 translators!	 (PS:	 If	

you	 would	 like	 to	 help,	 please	 contact	 Gaby	 in	 the	

parish	 of)ice!)	 	 This	 week	 we	 received	 them	 from	

throughout	the	State	of	Florida!		God	bless	you	all!	

On a Lighter Note:	 	 A bartender notices that every 
evening, without fail, one of his patrons orders three 
beers. After several weeks of noticing this pattern, the 
bartender asks the man why he always orders three beers. 
The man says, "I have two brothers who have moved 
away to different countries. We promised each other that 
we would always order an extra two beers whenever we 
drank as a way of keeping up the family bond." Several 
weeks later, noticing that the man only ordered two 
beers, the bartender said, "Please accept my condolences 
on the death of one of your brothers. You know, the two 
beers and all…" The man replied, "You'll be happy to hear 
that my two brothers are alive and well… It's just that I, 
myself, have decided to give up drinking for Lent." 

A. All three refer to the Sacrament of Reconciliation 
which Jesus instituted in John 20.  We confess our sins 
with contrite hearts, do penance, so that we might 
experience reconciliation with God and those we hurt 
or disappointed.   

Are you as smart as a 5th grader?   What do 

Penance, Confession, and Reconciliation mean?   

Adult Faith Formation Sessions with Fr. Bob  
Topic: “CHURCH HISTORY” 

Inviting all parishioners for our upcoming  Adult Faith 
Formation Sessions led by Father Bob Romaine.  Mark 
these dates:  Tuesday, March 13 and 27, April 3, 18 and 
25, May 2 and 9 at 7 pm in the Church. 

Immigration Resource Corner 
⇒ Our Citizenship Ministry is active and ready to 

help every Thursday at 5:30pm in the Parish 
Center. 

⇒ English as a Second Language Ministry meets 
every Monday at 7 pm in the St. Michael 
Building 

⇒ The Diocese of St. Petersburg, Catholic Charities 
Immigration Program provides assistance with 
applications, replacement of immigration documents, 
petitions for family reunification, political asylum, and 
many other services.  Contact 727-893-1313 Ext. 208. 

⇒ Catholic Charities also offers Refugee services 
providing resettling in the US assistance with housing, 
food, clothing, education and employment. Contact: 
813-631-4397. 

⇒ Florida Department of Children and Families Refugee 
Services Program 1-866-762-2237 

⇒ St. Paul Parish offers Legal Consultation and referrals 
thanks to the generosity of attorneys who are 
available every Monday and Wednesday morning.  
Contact 813-961-3023 to make an appointment. 

Please contact us if you know of another resource center 
that needs to be listed here. Contact us at 813-961-3023 or 
email us at ParishCommunications@StPaulChurch.com. 

Ask It Basket: “I	have	forgiven	someone	

that	once	hurt	my	family	and	I.		How	can	I	

trust	 that	 person	 again,	 as	 they	 keep	

trying	 to	 be	 ‘friends’?”	 	 Restoring	 trust	 takes	 time	

and	prudence.		Pray	for	the	grace	to	be	able	to	forgive	as	

God	 forgives.	 	 That	 being	 said,	 sometimes	 it	 is	 not	

possible	 or	 even	 prudent	 to	 have	 a	 friendship	 with	

someone	who	has	hurt	you.		When	it	is	possible,	use	baby

-steps.	 	 Initiate	 small	 but	 controlled	 encounters	 so	 that	

they	have	the	opportunity	to	demonstrate	that	they	have	

truly	 changed	 and	 that	 they	 are	 worthy	 of	 your	 trust.		

Remember,	you	can’t	go	back	to	the	relationship	you	had.		

You	must	move	forward	to	build	a	healthier	relationship	

for	everyone.		There	are	a	number	of	good	books	you	can	

read.		Go	to	a	local	bookstore	and	see	if	any	interests	you.		

I	also	recommend	seeing	a	counselor.		They	can	help	you	

to	create	healthy	boundaries	so	that	you	are	not	hurt	this	

way	 again.	 	 I	 hope	 this	 helps!	 	 (If	 you	 have	 a	 question	 for	 the	 Ask	 It	

Basket,	please	contact	FrBill@StPaulChurch.com).	

Book Study with Father Bill 33 Days of 

Merciful Love 

On March 12th, Fr. Bill will be starting an 
online study using Michael Gaitley’s book 33 
Days of Merciful Love.  The book will be sold 
at the Front Desk for $10.  This online retreat 
concludes with a consecration to the Divine 
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Weekly Offertory   
Sunday, February 26, 2017 

 

     Offertory:                      $  26,569 
    Online Giving:                    $   14,720  
     Attendance:                             3,338 
     Envelopes:                                   813  

 

Thank you for your Generosity! 
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“It is written: The Lord, your God, shall you worship and him alone shall you serve” (Mt 4:10).  

Sign up for Online giving!    
It’s simple and convenient.  
 
Want more information?   

                                       Go to:  StPaulChurch.com  

What Do Lenten Prayer, Fasting and Almsgiving (Mercy) 
have to Do With Us? 

         by St. Peter Chrysologus, Early Church Father 

There are three things, my brethren, by which faith stands 
firm, devotion remains constant, and virtue endures. 

They are prayer, fasting and mercy. 

- Prayer knocks at the door, fasting 
obtains, mercy receives. 
- Prayer, mercy and fasting: these 
three are one, and they give life to 
each other. 
- Fasting is the soul of prayer, mercy is 
the lifeblood of fasting. 

Let no one try to separate them; they cannot be separated. If 
you have only one of them or not all together, you have 
nothing. So if you pray, fast;  if you fast, show mercy; if you 
want your petition to be heard, hear the petition of others. If 
you do not close your ear to others you open God’s ear to 
yourself. 

When you fast, see the fasting of others. If you want God to 
know that you are hungry, know that another is hungry. If you 
hope for mercy, show mercy. If you look for kindness, show 
kindness. If you want to receive, give. If you ask for yourself 
what you deny to others, your asking is a mockery. 

Let this be the pattern for all men when they practice mercy: 
show mercy to others in the same way, with the same 
generosity, with the same promptness, as you want others to 
show mercy to you. 

St. Peter Chrysologus was the bishop of Ravenna, Italy in the middle of 
the 5th century.  His sermons were so inspiring that he was given the 
title "Chrysologus" (Greek for "Golden-worded) and was eventually 
declared a "Doctor of the Church." 

Still Undecided about Giving to 

the Annual Pastoral Appeal?   

We have all had a need in our lives …  

We have all known others in need …   
 

• How many times have you passed a poor soul on the 
street corner asking for help?   

• Have you ever witnessed somebody curled up on a street 
corner, bare feet, tattered clothes, with no blanket for a 
cover?   

• Did you ever look into the sad eyes of a child that is so 
hungry who may have not had even one meal that day?  

• Was there ever a time that you pretended not to see that 
person on the street corner carrying the sign, Will Work 
for Food?   

Your Annual Pastoral Appeal dollars can go to the social 
services that our diocese provides to those less fortunate 
than us.   

Can you be a part of the solution by donating  
to the Annual Pastoral Appeal?   

Envelopes are in the Narthex or you can go online to 
www.StPaulChurch.com .  No gift is too small!   

A Thought for the Week … 

When you feel like you’re drowning in life, 

Don’t worry … Your Lifeguard 

Walks on Water 

Coffee & Donuts  
TODAY!   
Hosted by  

MDS 
Diálogo Matrimonial 

Come meet some very special 
couples who meet every week 

and do so much around St. Paul’s.  No doubt you’ve seen their 
red shirts helping out at many parish events.  Stop by, say hello, 
and thank them for all that they do at St. Paul’s!   
Want to learn  more about MDS?  Send Mati and Miguel an  
e-mail at DialogoMatrimonial-esp@StPaulchurch.com . 
 
Ever wonder who that person sitting next to you in the pew is?  
They just may be at Coffee and Donuts, and if they aren’t, why 
don’t you ask them to join you after Mass.    
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Mass Intentions for the Week of March 5th 
Saturday, March 4, 2017  
5:30 pm     Frererick Algigi + 
7:30 pm     St. Paul Parishioners (int.) 
Sunday, March 5, 2017 – First Sunday of Lent 
7:30 am     Dustin Larmon + 
9:00 am     Dorothy Ward + 
10:45 am    Jaroslaw P. Miernik + 
12:30 pm    Michael and Mike Hingson + 
2:00 pm     Rosa Amelia + 
5:30 pm     Gen LaRowe  + 
Monday, March 6, 2017  
7:30 am      Joan Russell +  
12:15 pm     Alquizola Family (int.) 
Tuesday, March 7, 2017  
7:30 am      Esther and Carlos Lopez + 
12:15 pm     Fran and Carolina Durand + 
Wednesday, March 8, 2017 – Sts. Perpetua and Felicity 
7:30 am      Jack Novak + 
12:15 pm     Consecrated Life and Priestly Vocations (int.) 
Thursday, March 9, 2017 – St. Francis of Rome 

7:30 am      Josefina Alvarez + 
12:15 pm     Jose Romo + 
Friday, March 10, 2017  
7:30 am      Victorino and Amada Perez +  
12:15 pm     Michael Koshiba + 
Saturday, March 11, 2017  
8:30 am     Clyde Williams + 
5:30 pm     Andrew D’Agostino + 
7:30 pm     Dionisia Lozada + 
Sunday, March 12, 2017 – First Sunday of Lent 
7:30 am      Lady and Oscar Zuluaga + 
9:00 am     St. Paul Parishioners (int.) 
10:45 am    Fred Layo + 
12:30 pm    Rusty Nicoson + 
2:00 pm     Artur Tenjo + 
5:30 pm     Lourdes Sanchez + 

Readings for the Week of March 5th 

Sunday:           Gn 2:7-9, 3:1-7 / Rom 5:12-19 / Mk 4:1- 
Monday:         Lv 19:1-2, 11-18 / Mt 25:31-46 
Tuesday:         Is 55:10-11 / Mt 6:7-15 
Wednesday:  Jon 3:1-10 / Lk 11:29-32 
Thursday:       Est C: 12, 14-16, 23-25 / Mt 7:7-12 
Friday:             Ez 18:21-28 / Mt 5:20-26 
Saturday:       Dt 26:16-19 / Mt 5:43-48 
Sunday:          Gn 12:1-4a / 2 Tm 1:8b-10 / Mt 17:1-9 

Come	 join	 our	 parish	

pilgrimage	to	Our	Lady	of	

Guadalupe!			

Fr.	 Bill	 is	 leading	 a	 7	 day	

pilgrimage	 to	 Mexico	 June	

19-27,	2017.	 	We	will	 visit	

the	Basilica	of	Our	Lady	of	

Guadalupe	 on	 several	 days.	 	 We	 will	 also	

see	 the	 site	 of	 the	 )ifth	 apparition	 in	

Tupetiac,	the	pyramids	of	Teotihuacan,	the	

incredible	 city	 of	 Puebla	 and	 much	 more.		

For	 more	 information,	 please	 contact	

Margie	 at	 800-644-4659.	 There	 are	

brochures	 in	 the	 narthex	 of	 the	 church	 as	

well.	 We	 will	 have	 a	 special	 meeting	 at	

noon	on	March	19	for	all	those	who	would	

like	to	join	us!	
 

Faith in Action:  Tempted	 between	

the	riches	and	power	of	this	world	

and	 service	 to	 God,	 Jesus	 chose	

service	 to	 His	 Father.	 	 If	 we	 wish	 to	 truly	

follow	 Jesus,	 we,	 too,	 must	 decide	 to	 turn	

away	from	power	and	riches	and	put	God	at	

the	center	of	our	 lives.	 	How	is	God	calling	

you	to	serve?	

	

Living Faith:   During dinner 
time discuss with your 
family what is an example 

of a temptation? Also, how can you fight 
temptation in your own life?  Jesus 
referenced the word of God to fight 
temptation, how can we do the same? 

	
We appreciate your prayers for 
our parishioners traveling on 
March 9th  to our sister parish, 
San Jose  for our 1st Panama 

medical teaching mission. 
 
 

Living Stations of the Cross 
TEENS and YOUNG ADULTS!!!   

Are you interested in being a part or helping 
coordinate our annual LIVING STATIONS OF 
THE CROSS on Good Friday, April 14 at 
noon?  Please come and join 
us!   
Call Carmen Cayon at 813-961-
3023 for more information.  

Congratulations to Anthony Agliardi & 
Jakelyne Mansilla on your engagement!  We 
are so blessed with your presence at Mass 

every weekend and we pray for 
you as you prepare for the 
Sacrament of Marriage.  We 
specially loved that you chose our 
beloved Santo Niño Shrine to say 
yes!  God Bless you! 



"... within the community of                             
believers there can never be                             
room for a poverty that denies                            
anyone what is needed for a                      
dignified life."  Pope Benedict XVI In 6459, 
43.1 million people lived in poverty in the 

USA. That means the poverty rate for 2015 was 13.5% - all 
those who make less than the Federal government’s 
official poverty threshold, which for a family of four is 
$24,000.  People working at minimum wage, even holding 
down several jobs, seniors living on fixed incomes, wage 
earners suddenly out of work.  Millions of families 
everywhere from our cities to our rural communities.  
Poverty does not strike all demographics equally. For 
example, in 2015, 12.2% of men lived in poverty while 14.8% 
of women lived in poverty.  Along the same lines, the 
poverty rate for married couples in 2014 was only 5.4% but 
the poverty rate for single-parent families with no wife 
present was up to 14.9%  and for single-parent families 
with no husband present,  28.2%.  In 2015, the poverty rate 
for people living with a disability was 29% -  more than 
4 million people living with a disability, in poverty.  Source: 

U.S. Census Bureau; Income and Poverty in the United States: 2015.    
 

Shawls of Hope meeting Friday, March 10th at 10:00 AM. 
For information call Janet 781-879-7759  

St. Vincent De Paul  
Pantry Hours Monday & Thursday 9am -12pm 

Assistance Line: 813-264-3325    

Money for food and utilities are always needed if we, as 
a parish, want to follow the commands of Jesus.   We will 
get the money and food to the needy but we need your 
continued contributions.  
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Serving St. Paul Parishioners  
for 25 Years! 

Legal Consultation and Referral 
Service on Mondays and 

Wednesdays by appointment.  
Please call 813-264-3307. 

Counseling Services  
offered by  

Dr. Pat Berne   
Please call to make an 

appointment  
813-961-3023 

“It is written: The Lord, your God, shall you worship and him alone shall you serve” (Mt 4:10).  

St. Paul Divorced and Separated Support Group 
Providing caring support for both women and men 
experiencing separation or divorce.  Meets every Friday at 
7:30 pm in the Parish Center C.  For more information 
please contact Dom Henke at 813-205-1735. 

Wedding Jubilee Mass 2017  
The Jubilee Mass of Thanksgiving with Bishop Gregory 
Parkes honoring couples throughout the diocese who will 
celebrate 25, 50 or more years of marriage during 2017 
will take place at the Cathedral of St. Jude the Apostle on 
Sunday, April 2nd at 3pm.  Please contact the parish office 
at 813-961-3023 to reserve your spot  by March 16th.    

As we prepare to celebrate Father Bob’s 
25th Anniversary of his ordination, we could really use 
your help. Could you please send any pictures that you 
may have of Father Bob to jayarajedward@yahoo.com  

“In the Wildflowers Retreat” for Women who have 
suffered childhood sexual abuse 
This 10-week private retreat will be held in St. 
Petersburg on Saturdays beginning on February 25th.  If 
interested in participating in this retreat, please contact 
Cathy at 813-843-8969 or email her 
at wildflowersretreats@gmail.com. 

Spiritual Mothers Prayer Group meets every Thursday 
after the 12:15 pm Mass in the Chapel. Let’s pray for all of 
our Priests 

"Love Lives Here: No Place For Hate" - On March 9th at 6:30 pm, 
St. Petersburg Mayor Rick Kriseman, community leaders 
and faith organizations including the Diocese of St. Petersburg 
Office of Ecumenical and Interreligious Affairs will hold an event 
at the Florida Holocaust Museum in St. Petersburg to stand in 
solidarity with those who have been targeted by acts of hate. As 
Catholics, we can witness to God's love by following the 
example of the Good Samaritan and standing with our neighbor 
in need. RSVP at Facebook.com/events/1846713022209812  

Mary Help of Christians St. 
Patrick’s Party!   Tickets are $20 
Kids  12 & Under FREE!!! Saturday 
March 11th -  Mass at 5pm Party starts right 

after Mass in the gym!      For more information call 
Bridget at the Parish office 813-626-7588 or visit 
www.mhctampa.org  


