Sunday March 12, 2017

Second Sunday in Lent

St. Paul Catholic Church
and Preschool
www.StPaulChurch.com
.

12708 N Dale Mabry Hwy. Tampa, FL 33618 - 813-961-3023

Welcome Father Baskhara and thank
you for your ministry at St. Paul.

Lenten Prayer
LORD JESUS, we pray
throughout the season of
Lent that you’ll open our
minds and stir our hearts to
follow you more faithfully.
We know that you died for us
when we were still sinners,
and we know we are sinners
still. But you have given us a
longing to be the people you
want us to be: faithful,
hope-ﬁlled and loving.
Help us to make the most of
these forty days marked by
fasting, prayer and
almsgiving so that we might
draw near to you and give
you greater glory.
Amen.
"Formed by Word and Sacrament, we, the people of St. Paul Catholic Church, are a
Spirit-led, Eucharist-centered, vibrant multicultural Christian community of faith,
living our love for God and neighbor
while growing together as disciples of Christ."

Growing Together as disciples of Christ!
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All are Welcome!
Weekend Masses
Saturday Masses
8:30am Mass
(Morning Prayer and
Benediction 8:10am)

Saturday Vigil
Mass 5:30pm
Missa em
Português: 7:30pm

Sunday Masses
7:30am, 9:00am,
10:45am, 12:30pm,
5:30pm
Misa en Español: 2:00pm

Weekday Masses
Monday to Friday
7:30am and 12:15pm
First Friday Mass 7:30pm
Saturday - 8:30am
(Morning Prayer and
Benediction 8:10am)

Reconciliation/
Confession
Saturdays 10am and 4pm
or upon request
24 Hour Eucharistic
Adoration

Every Wednesday
8am to 9pm
Every Friday 8:30am
to Saturday 8:20am
Morning Prayer
Monday - Friday 7:10am
Saturday 8:10am
Anointing of the Sick
Every Second Saturday of the
Month at 8:30am
Church Oﬃce Address:

12708 N. Dale Mabry Hwy
Tampa, FL 33618-2802
813.961.3023
Fax 813.962.8780
Oﬃce Hours: 8am to 4pm
www.StPaulChurch.com
Email:
ParishCommunications@StPaulChurch.com

Our Vision Statement:
“Growing Together
as Disciples of Christ.”

My dear friends,
As we celebrate the Second Sunday of Lent, we are invited to join our Lord and to
summit Mt Tabor along with Peter, James, and John (Mt 17:1-9). Like our faithful
companions, we are invited to experience the Transﬁguration and to be fortiﬁed on
our Lenten journey to the heavenly Jerusalem.
Last week, Fr. Carl Arico introduced us to contemplative prayer. Through this
profound form of meditation, we can more readily recognize “Transﬁguration
moments” in our lives and hear the voice of our Father: “This is my beloved Son, with
whom I am well pleased; listen to him.” Even if you missed the retreat, be sure to join
Sr. Theresa for the follow-up sessions during the following Wednesdays at 11:15am.
Our parish Lenten theme is “forgiveness.” Hopefully, you have your Lenten “Forgive”
cross and Dr. Allen Hunts’ book “Everybody Needs to Forgive Somebody.” I’ve really
enjoyed the book and it has been an extra blessing to host the online discussion on
my Facebook page. If you want to join, just be my friend! (Bill Swengros).
Today we begin our online study of “33 Days to Merciful Love” by Fr. Michael E.
Gaitley, MIC. During these next 33 days, we will journey with St. Thérèse of Liseaux,
“The Little Flower,” as we prepare our hearts for consecration to the Heart of Jesus
on Divine Mercy Sunday, April 23rd. To join us, secure your copy of the book from the
Lighthouse kiosk in the church narthex and join me on Facebook!
In the same vein, next Sunday we will oﬀer a special showing of “The Face of Mercy”
at 7pm in the Church. (Note that the Lenten Highlights has the wrong time!) This
wonderful documentary explores the history and relevance of Divine Mercy. Please
be sure to put it on your calendar and bring a friend!
As you read this, I am with a group of fellow parishioners on a medical and evangelical
mission in Panama. We are doing this for a number of reasons. First of all, it is what
Jesus asked us to do: to share the Good News and to help others in need. Second, I
think it is very important for our young people to develop an understanding of how
our brothers and sisters live in other countries. Too often we take for granted the
blessings of living in our country. Third, we have much to learn from others. While
our neighbors may not be materially wealthy, they are rich in many other ways! I for
one, always feel I receive far more than I give when I’m on a mission! Please keep us
in prayer and be assured we are praying for you!
Finally, I thank you for your generosity in responding to the Annual Pastoral Appeal.
With only a fraction of our parishioners participating, we are well on our way to
reaching our goal of $437,000. Why should you pledge? Because you want our
children to know and love Christ and His Church, you are concerned about our elderly,
you want to help those who have unexpected or diﬃcult pregnancies, you want to
get the homeless oﬀ the street and back into productive life, you want to provide for
the education of seminarians and the continuing formation of priests and deacons. In
sum, you care! Please complete your pledge today. Pledge envelopes are in the
narthex of the Church. Thank you and may God bless you!
Growing together as disciples of Christ,

Fr. Bill Swengros, Pastor

“Go forth from the land of your kinsfolk and from your father's house to a land that I will show you” (Gn 12:1).

Parish Upcoming Events
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Our Lady of Good Health Mass
Friday, March 17 at 7:30pm
7pm Novena Prayer

Parish Lenten Food Drive
March 11-12
Help feed the many needy families who
come to our St. Vincent de Paul food pantry
each week. Return your bag the weekend of
March 11th-12th and help us sort the pantry
items in the Family Center after Mass this
weekend! Enjoy a donut and join the fun!

Welcome, Bienvenidos,
Bem-vindos to St. Paul!

Wedding Jubilee Mass 2017
The Jubilee Mass of Thanksgiving with Bishop Gregory
Parkes honoring couples throughout the diocese who will
celebrate 25, 50 or more years of marriage during 2017
will take place at the Cathedral of St. Jude the Apostle on
Sunday, April 2nd at 3pm. Please contact the parish oﬃce
at 813-961-3023 to reserve your spot by March 16th.

Lenten Mission follow-up with Sister Theresa Betz
Staring Wednesday March 15 at 11:15am
in the Parish Center
Sessions continue March 22, 29 and April 5 at 11:15am

REJOICE
IN HOPE
Thank you for your generosity
If you haven’t given, won’t you
please consider a gift?
Goal:
Pledged to date:

$ 437,478
159,826

# of Pledges:

288

% of Goal:

36%

2017 Annual Pastoral Appeal

Lenten Concert
Friday, March 31 at 7:30pm
Following the Stations of the Cross
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St. Paul Preschool & Sacrament of Baptism
Infant Baptism
‘I baptize you in the name of the Father,
and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit’

Excellence in Catholic preschool education for over 30 years

The baptism of a child is a special cause for joy and
celebration on the part of the Church, the whole
community of faith! Baptism is a birth into the
Christian community and is in every way as solemn and
important as birth itself. It is an event that needs to
be prepared for, and it can serve as a reminder to you
about your own faith and what it means to you. If you
have any questions regarding Infant Baptism, please
contact Lizette Espel at:
(961-3023; LEspel@StPaulChurch.com)

Our students receiving ashes on Ash Wednesday.
Thank you Fr. Bob and Fr. Baskhara!

March 2017
Preschool Tour Schedule
Please note you must call the oﬃce 813-264-3314 to
make an appointment for the tour time and date that
best ﬁts your schedule. Tours subject to cancelation if
no one is signed up to attend the business day before.
Thank you for your consideration.
Thursday, March 23rd at 5pm
Wednesday, March 29th at 9am
Please visit our website at
www.StPaulCatholicPreschool.org
Or Email us at MAguiar@StPaulChurch.com

Children's Liturgy of the Word
Children’s Liturgy of the Word (CLW) is an ageappropriate Liturgy of the Word oﬀered for children age
4-6 during the 7:30pm Vigil Mass in Portuguese, and the
9am Sunday Mass. Coming soon to the 2pm Mass en
Español! No pre-registration required!
Just before the Liturgy of the Word begins for the
assembly, these children are invited to go with the weekly
leaders from the church to the Prayer Room located in
the church building. During this special time, the
volunteer catechist leads the children through prayers,
songs and readings that are simpliﬁed for children.
For more information, please contact Lizette Espel (813)
264-3311/ LEspel@StPaulChurch.com in the Parish Oﬃce.

“Go forth from the land of your kinsfolk and from your father's house to a land that I will show you” (Gn 12:1).

Liturgical Corner
Pope Francis: “Lent is the time to start
breathing again. It is the time to open our
hearts to the breath of the One capable of
turning our dust into humanity. It is not the time to
rend our garments before the evil all around us, but
instead to make room in our life for all the good we are
able to do. It is a time to set aside everything that
isolates us, encloses us and paralyzes us. Lent is a time
of compassion, when, with the Psalmist, we can say:
"Restore to us the joy of your salvation, sustain in us a
willing spirit", so that by our lives we may declare your
praise (cf. Ps 51:12.15), and our dust - by the power of
your breath of life - may become a "dust of love" (Pope
Francis, Homily, Ash Wednesday 2017).

Thought for the Day:
“Eyes, ears, and mouth are the doors of the soul.”
– St. Francis de Sales

Please Pray for Peace
and Safety
♦Hans C. Arcand, 2nd LT. USAF
♦Martin O. Reina, USCG
♦Nicholas Ringo, III US Navy
♦Michael Dunkelberger, Master Sargent, USAF
♦Christopher A. Garcia, Oﬃcer, U.S. Navy
♦Mathew M Colon, Sgt., US Army
♦Richard Majette, Captain, USMC
♦Katrina Monti, Captain, PA US Army
♦Jonathan Monti, Major, PA US Army
♦Richard Sison Jr, 2nd Lt., USAF
♦Matthew Mooney, Captain, USAF
♦Curtis Gardner, Sergeant, USAF
♦Adriana Trigg, USAF
♦Anthony Mazzie, US Army
♦Luis Luccani, PO, US Navy
♦Austin Jacob Ferlita, Pvt2s, US Army
♦Josh C. Seal, PO, US Navy
♦Corinna Fleischmann, CDR, USCG.
♦Morganne Oyler, US Navy
♦Sean C. Andino, Ensign, US Navy
♦Thomas Krasnicki, Lt, US Navy
♦Brett Smith, US Marine Corp.
♦Dominick J. Agnes III, Sgt, US Marine Corps
♦ Brian J. Babin, SS, USMC
♦Spencer M. Brown, U.S. Army, Pvt.

To add a name to the list email
LRomano@StPaulChurch.com.
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Saints of God: Friday is the
Feast of St. Patrick. While
many somehow feel that today
is all about leprechaun, green
beer, and corned beef, we
recall the amazing “Apostle to
Ireland.” St. Patrick was born in England in the ﬁfth
century. Kidnapped and enslaved when he was 16
years of age by Irish raiders, he spent his youth caring
for the sheep and communing with God. At the
insistence of an angel, he ﬂed his captors and returned
home. There God spoke to him and called him to return
to Ireland to share the faith. After ordination, he went
to Ireland and was instrumental in leading the people
to Christ. He was a mystic and a true shepherd who
loved his faith and his people! In his honor, be sure to
read his “Confessio,” readily available online. (You may
also want to read his letter to Coroticus!)
Love Thy Neighbor! Please check in on
your neighbors. Is there an elderly or
homebound person you can help?
Perhaps they need a ride to church or if
you are going to the stores, you can pick
up something for them. Another idea is
simply to call them daily to make sure they are okay and
that they know someone cares. Remember ... all of us
are called to be the Good Samaritan!

Our Parish Family
Welcome New Parishioners! Bienvenidos!
Yansiel Balber, Irelys Gutierrez, Mary J.
Barber, Mr. and Mrs. James Barnhill, Mr. and
Mrs. Robert Jonson, Mr. and Mrs. Russell
Leﬀers, Mr. and Mrs. Hank Malouf, Mandel Robinson,
Jeannette Ryan, Juan Rodriguez, Paola Munoz/
Born into Eternal Life:
Doris Lepa, S Julian Menendez, Marilyn Frances Reynolds,
Rafael Simon Gamez, Dustin Larmon , Rev. Cletus
Watson,T.O.R., Richard Molloy, Karima Sper, Sally Geda,
Daniel Dabrowski, Doris Lopez, William (Billy) Verity, Dr
Maria Ibanez Kelnhofer, Frances, Bly, Alvaro Gonzalez,
Fracois Latortue, Blanca Rosa Pagan, Clyde Williams Sr., Ana
Lombardi, Caren Smith, Barbara Khorran, Diego Perilla.
Please Pray for those who are sick in our Parish:
Johanna Sanchez Greysen Feng, Mary Giovenco, Christine
White, Richard Schardt, Lorena Zuluaga, Royman Torres,
Helen Horton, Bob Huie, Ross Massey, Aida Murphy, Cathy
Lindberg, Max Zambrano, Leo Murphy, Suzette Hillis, Marie
Bobak, Wendy Cathell, Gabriel Espinosa and Jane Miller. To
add a name to the list email: LRomano@StPaulChurch.com.

Reﬂections on Scripture
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By Jack Conroy, Ph.D.

Due to copyright restrictions, we cannot
print the Scriptures before the
re%lections of Mr. Conroy. The Scripture
for today’s liturgy can be found in our
St. Paul App.

I. Genesis 12:1-4a The Start of a
Journey
Reﬂection: Of all the Patriarchs,
Abraham is best known for the
degree of his trust in the Lord. As we
read this short passage that begins
the Abraham narrative, we are struck
by the simplicity and power of
Abraham's decision to leave home,
country and kindred for a place
unknown. In a sense, this is the
decisive break between the prehistorical sense of cyclicality, where
the future was seen as being identical
with the past, where there is eternal
recurrence and no novelty. Here we
see the introduction of the idea of an
open future; Abram, by his act of
faith, symbolized the pioneer, the
adventurer, the individual who put
himself at risk by leaving the safety
and security of a comfortable life to
open a new stage in history. For
Abram's journey is symbolic of all our
personal journeys; we, too, are
called.
For us, history is open,
dependant upon us. As Abram was
God's instrument in time, so are we in
our own way.

II. 2 Timothy 1:8b-10 Our calling.
Reﬂection: The author writes of our
own calling, similar to that of Abram.
While the letter was ostensibly
addressed to St. Paul's most
important co-worker, the church, by
canonizing it, indicates that it is
addressed to us as well. This is one
of the "Prison Letters," written
during an incarceration. Here he reiterates the call to "holiness." In the
Old Testament, God is Holy; we are
called to share in that same
characteristic. It is unlikely that this
means "piety," especially the
external, observable actions that we
normally consider characteristic of a
"holy" person. Today it might be
interpreted as being "authentic,"
having deep personal integrity and
consistency between publicly held
principles and daily action. We might
call it a radical honesty, both with
oneself and with those with whom
we share everydayness. Our model
for this is Jesus, who is rarely (if ever)
called "holy" in the New Testament.

2 Peter.
Some scholars have
suggested that this scene was
originally written as a postresurrection phenomenon, as a
gloriﬁed body is what one would
expect then. But all three gospels
have the Transﬁguration occur on "a
high mountain." Recall that Moses
ascended a high mountain when He
spoke with God and received the
Torah. Further, the story has Moses
and Elijah speaking with Jesus.
Moses was the Original Lawgiver;
Jesus is the New Lawgiver. Elijah was
to return to earth just before the End
of Days, (Malachi 3:24) and Jesus, the
Messiah, was the herald of just those
End Days. This event mirrors the
Baptism event, where God identiﬁed
Jesus as Son, just as He did in this
text. Thus in these few lines, we see
a clear deﬁnition by the Evangelist of
just who this person really was.

III.
Matthew
17:1-9
The
Transﬁguration.
Reﬂection: Perhaps the central
question of the Gospels is, "Just Who
is
Jesus?®
The scene of the
Transﬁguration occurs in all three
synoptic gospels and is referred to in

St. Paul Council of
Catholic Women

Ambassadors of St. Paul

Our
awesome
Priest and Knight,
Fr. Stephan Brown,
SVD. serving at the
Multicultural Fest!
The Knights are all
about unity, service,
fellowship and good deeds. Want to join the Knights?
Contact Jack at KofC@StPaulChurch.com

The mission of the Council of Catholic
Women is to strengthen our faith
through spiritual educations, helping
those in need and enriching our friendship through
serving our Church and our Community. We meet
monthly to plan activities,
work on projects, and enjoy
fellowship
and
spiritual
enrichment.
All St. Paul
women are welcome!
Email us!
CatholicWomen@StPaulChurch.com

“Go forth from the land of your kinsfolk and from your father's house to a land that I will show you” (Gn 12:1).

Lenten Mission
In Honor of St. Joseph

Welcome New Altar Servers!

“Our Fiat invites Catholics to renew their faith
and to develop a deeper prayer life.”
For more information, contact Diana Barragan at 5417022 or Natalie Gutowski at 334-5171

SOS Human Traﬃcking Ministry would love to thank all of
you generous parishioners for helping us out with our
fundraiser we were able to give toiletries to two of the
safe Houses, redeﬁning refuge and healing root! With
your generous monetary donation we were able to buy a
washer and dryer for one of the new safe homes opening
up April 1st!! thanks again for your love support
generosity and prayers.
God's blessings, The SOS Ministry team

Michelle Jayargi

Catherine Jayargi

Our Fiat Prayer Ministry

Anibal Nieto

St. Paul Council of Catholic Women will
host the festivities in honor of St. Joseph
on Monday, March 20th after the 7:30am
and 12:15pm Mass.
This is an Italian
tradition to give Thanks for Prayers
answered. A three tier Altar laid with
ﬁne linens - decorated with ﬂowers, votive candles and ﬁlled
with breads and sweets. Come join us!

Join us at 3pm, the hour of mercy, and 7pm we will have
the Stations of the Cross every Friday during Lent. Here
are the dates: Friday, March 17th Friday, March 24th
Friday, March 31st and Friday, April 7th
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James Pawlusiak
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St. Paul Faith Formation
We are rooted in Faith and growing in grace

“Register for Faith Formation classes for the 2017-18 year
and enjoy our Early Bird Discount!”
Please contact the Faith Formation Oﬃce today.

Important Dates to remember
◌ ٌ First Communion Retreats are Mar 25 &

Thanks to:
American Heritage Girls/Mrs. Melissa Luria for planning
and facilitating our children and Mrs. Patricia Whitehurst
and daughter Annmarie for planning and facilitating our
teen’s Lenten Mission!! We are so blessed by your
generosity and sharing their faith with our families!

◌ٌ
◌ٌ
◌ٌ

HELP!!!
We are in need of plastic Easter Eggs and candy to ﬁll
them with for our Parish Easter Egg Hunt. Please drop
oﬀ your donation to our Faith Formation
oﬃce by April 1st. Thanks for your help in
making our Easter Egg Hunt special for our
kids!

REGISTRATION FOR THE 2017-18 CURRICULAR YEAR
IS NOW IN PROGRESS!
If your child is not currently attending a Catholic School,
they should be registered in our parish Religious
Education Program. Please come by this weekend and
register them early in order to save them a spot for next
year!
If your child is over the age of 7 and
has not started preparing for First
Communion or is over the age of 13
and has not started to prepare for
Conﬁrmation, please come see us this
weekend!
We can help you begin the
preparation.

◌ٌ

Apr 1-families please attend retreat you have
been assigned. If you have any questions,
please contact us asap. 813-961-3023.
Seder Meal-All families are Welcome! 6:30pm8:30pm in the Family Center. Please ﬁll out
registration form and drop oﬀ in our parish oﬃce.
Easter Egg Hunt on Saturday, April 16th 10:00am to
12:00pm Noon
First Holy Communion Rehearsal-Thursday May 4th ,
6:15pm in the Church. Please be prompt!
First Holy Communions are May 6th and May 7th.
Your Mass choice should already have been made.

◌ٌ
If you have any questions, please call the Faith
Formation ofice now. It is not too late to inquire
about Faith Formation! 813-961-3023

St. Paul Seder Supper
Reservation Form
Please return completed forms to the
parish oﬃce or mail with payment to:
St. Paul Church Parish Oﬃce
Attention Faith Formation
12708 North Dale Mabry Hwy Tampa,
Florida 33618

To reserve your place write the name the names of the
people attending. Be sure to include the name and age
of the children in the family. Cost: $15.00 per person.
There is no charge for children age 12 and under.
1.___________________________________________________
2.__________________________________________________
3.__________________________________________________
4.__________________________________________________
5.__________________________________________________
6.__________________________________________________
Email _________________________________________
Address_______________________________________
Cell Phone______________
Checks may be made payable to St. Paul Catholic Church
Payment Amount Enclosed _____________

“Go forth from the land of your kinsfolk and from your father's house to a land that I will show you” (Gn 12:1).

Ministries in Action!
Traditional
Easter
Lamb Cake
The Lamb cake has been an Eastern Tradition in many
families for generations. All cakes will be made by the
Council Catholic Women. A suggested donation of $20.00
goes to support our St. Vincent De Paul Society. If you
would like to order a Lamb Cake please make
checks payable to St. Paul Council Catholic Women and
drop oﬀ the order form at the parish oﬃce no later than
April 4th.
Name __________________________________________
Phone (H)
Donation $20.00

(C)
_______Cash

______Check

* Pick up your cake on Saturday April 15th. in the Family Center.

Do you know someone who is homebound and
would welcome a visit?
We are called to extend ourselves, not just to
those we encounter at Church, but to those who
cannot attend.

Let us be Christ’s light for someone!
For information call Maria Allison at 813-961-3023.

SYNOPSIS OF CHURCH
HISTORY SESSIONS:
The 2000 year history of our
Catholic Church is being studied by
our Parishioners under the
guidance of Fr. Bob Romaine in 20
Sessions spanning the whole year.
We are looking at covering 100 or so years of history in
every session. So far we have covered 13 sessions and 7
more to go to complete the Study. We follow the DVD
Presentation by Professor Steve Weidenkopf from
Ascension Press followed by discussions.
We started studying the early Church and heresies of that
time and how the Church combated those false teachings
and reaﬃrmed the true teachings through Church
Councils. Then came the Persecution of Christians by the
Roman Empire. Having survived the Persecution, the
Church grew in numbers as a fruit of the martyrdom of
the early Christians. To protect the Holy Land, Church
stood by the Christian warriors during the Crusades.
Once the outside troubles subsided, the internal struggles
erupted. Due to a few weak leaders, Church had to deal
with western Schism which was resolved through the
eﬀorts of St. Catherine of Siena and other holy People.
The big internal blow to the Church was the Split in the
Church brought about by Martin Luther.
That's where we are at the moment.
The next session is on March 14, 2017 at 7 pm in the
Church and we invite all parishioners to join us! How
wonderful it is to know the history of our great Catholic
Church! Please come and bring your friends.

Join us!

Every Friday in Lent

5-7pm

Dine-in at the Family Center or
Order to Go
Adults - $8.00 • Youth - $5.00
Children 10 and under - FREE!

Sponsored by:

Knights of Columbus
Ambassadors of St. Paul [Council 11211]

Adult Faith Formation
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Ask It Basket:
“I was told since I was a child, by my parents,
my parish and by my catholic school, that I
am "Apostolic Roman Catholic", but people here is US
just call themselves "Roman Catholic."
We are members of the Roman Catholic Church or more
accurately, Latin Rite Catholics. The four marks of the
Church is that we are one, holy, catholic, and apostolic.
Perhaps that is what they were referring to. If you are
still confused when you enter the Church, you can either
look for the photo of the Pope or ask if they are in union
with the Holy Father. (If you have a question for the Ask It
Basket, please contact FrBill@StPaulChurch.com).
Book Study with Father Bill 33 Days of
Merciful Love
This Sunday, March 12th, Fr. Bill will be
starting an online study using Michael
Gaitley’s book 33 Days of Merciful Love. The
book will be sold at the Front Desk for $10.
This online retreat concludes with a
consecration to the Divine Mercy in April 23rd 3pm.
To join in the study group, please befriend Fr. Bill (Bill
Swengros) on Facebook. We will also oﬀer the reﬂections
in our website in the homepage starting this week.

Thank
you
for
taking
advantage and participating
in the Lighthouse Catholic
Media Faith Resource Kiosk. Be sure to check out our
new oﬀering of books / CDs. This week look for: 7
Secrets of Confession by Vinny Flynn. In this inspiring
presentation, popular speaker Vinny Flynn explores the
“hidden” truths of the Sacrament of Reconciliation,
presenting what to many will be a whole new way of
approaching Confession, inviting you to begin an
exciting personal journey to
healing and holiness. If you do not
yet look forward to Confession in
the same way you look forward to
Communion, this will change your
life.
On a Lighter Note: Dear Lord. So far I've done great
with my Lenten promises today. I haven't gossiped, I
haven't lost my temper, I haven't been greedy, grumpy,
nasty, selﬁsh, or overindulgent. I'm very thankful for
that. But in a few minutes, Lord, I'm going to get out of
bed, and from then on I'm probably going to need
a lot more help. Amen!

Are you as smart as a 5th grader?

What is the

Sacred Triduum?

help every Thursday at 5:30pm in the Parish
Center.
⇒ English as a Second Language Ministry meets
every Monday at 7 pm in the St. Michael
Building
⇒ The Diocese of St. Petersburg, Catholic Charities
Immigration Program provides assistance with
applications, replacement of immigration documents,
petitions for family reuniﬁcation, political asylum, and
many other services. Contact 727-893-1313 Ext. 208.
⇒ Catholic Charities also oﬀers Refugee services
providing resettling in the US assistance with housing,
food, clothing, education and employment. Contact:
813-631-4397.
⇒ Florida Department of Children and Families Refugee
Services Program 1-866-762-2237
⇒ St. Paul Parish oﬀers Legal Consultation and referrals
thanks to the generosity of attorneys who are
available every Monday and Wednesday morning.
Contact 813-961-3023 to make an appointment.
Please contact us if you know of another resource center
that needs to be listed here. Contact us at 813-961-3023 or
email us at ParishCommunications@StPaulChurch.com.

A. The three holiest days of the Church year: Holy
Thursday, Good Friday, and Easter Sunday - recalling the
central mystery of our faith: the Passion, Death, and
Resurrection of Christ!

Immigration Resource Corner
⇒ Our Citizenship Ministry is active and ready to

Deo Gratias: Please join me in thanking Fr. Arico, Sr
Theresa Betz, Carmen Cayon and our Faith Formation
team and all our wonderful volunteers for helping to
make this year’s Lenten Mission so meaningful. May
God bless you always! This week we received bulletins
from Arizona and throughout Florida. Thank you very
much for sharing bulletins from your travels!

Looking
Ahead!

•March 19 - Face of Mercy

Movie Showing 7pm
•March 20 - St. Joseph Day
•March 16, 23 & 30 - V
Breakfast
Encuentro Listening
•March 23 - The Light is On
Sessions 7:30pm
for You (Confessions)
•March 17, 24, 31 Fabulous •March 24-25 Eucharistic
Fish Fry
Congress in Jacksonville
•March 15, 22,29 and Apr. 5 •March 25 - Feast of the
- Lenten Mission Follow-up Annunciation
with Sr. Theresa Betz
•March 31 - Lenten Concert
•March 17-St. Patrick’s Day •April 16 - Easter

“Go forth from the land of your kinsfolk and from your father's house to a land that I will show you” (Gn 12:1).

Stewardship a Way of Life
Be a Good Steward
of the Lenten Season
The Lenten season prepares us for the
celebration of Easter. It is a time for
Christians to embrace prayer , fasting, and
almsgiving in a more concerted way.
For some it is a time of healing, an
opportunity to repair their spiritual
brokenness. For others it is simply a good time to cultivate their
spiritual lives in a more disciplined manner.
The goal of Lenten practices: to prepare ourselves to enter into
the paschal mystery of Holy Week with a more humble spirit and
determination to follow Jesus Christ. This ancient triad of prayer,
fasting, and almsgiving oﬀers wonderful spiritual beneﬁts. Being
a good steward of these gifts by planning ahead and following
through is essential to having a fruitful Lenten experience.
Prayer: What a greater gift could we give ourselves during Lent
than the gift of prayer? The fruits of developing a disciplined time
of prayer are bountiful. Make plans for a prayer time each day.
Do not wait until you “ﬁnd time” but make a time of prayer your
priority. This will involve sacriﬁce on your part—perhaps giving up
some television viewing time, using part of your lunch hour, or
getting up in the morning earlier than usual. Along the way,
spend some time in extra prayer with the community: a weekday
Mass, Stations of the Cross. Whatever you decide, resolve to
spend more time with the Lord.
Fasting: Christian stewards understand that all they receive,
including the bountiful food and drink that is often taken for
granted, ultimately comes from the Lord. By denying ourselves
food for a time, we are reminded in physical and emotional ways
of the Lord’s generosity. As we fast, thoughtlessness is replaced
by gratitude and mindfulness of the needs of others. The ancient
practice of fasting also conditions us for greater spiritual
practices. Incorporate some aspect of fasting from food or drink
into your Lenten practice, something in addition to the sacriﬁces
we make on Ash Wednesday and the Fridays of Lent.
Almsgiving: This spiritual discipline heightens our sense of
generosity. Just as an increase in prayer and fasting leads us to be
more grateful for the gifts we’ve received, and promotes a
greater awareness of others, almsgiving helps us to reach out to
others in gratitude. Just as we don’t “squeeze in” time to pray
during Lent, we also don’t scrutinize our checkbook when being
generous with others. Again, make a plan and let a meaningful
sense of sacriﬁce be your guide.
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Coﬀee & Donuts
YOUR HOST TODAY:
Estudio Biblico en Español
Spanish Bible Study
Come meet some of the members
of this dynamic Spanish Bible
Study that meets weekly. If you are interested in learning
more, please contact:
Gaetano & Pilar Garibaldi at
BibleStudy-esp@stpaulchurch.com
Would you consider volunteering for the Coﬀee and
This is a wonderful family ministry
Donuts Ministry?
and a great way to meet other parishioners. It’s all about
family , friends and fellowship.
For more Information,
Contact Melanie at CoﬀeeandDonuts@StPaulChurch.com
As we reﬂect on our many blessings during
this season of prayer, fasting, and
almsgiving, let us be mindful to give God
thanks and praise. Father Bill would like to
extend his personal gratitude to all who
have generously participated in the 2017
Annual Pastoral Appeal. As we pray on the
Life, Death, and Resurrection of our Lord remembering the
unconditional sacriﬁce He made for us and our salvation, may
we remember those in most need throughout our diocese, and
respond with grateful hearts and generosity. Envelopes can be
found in the Narthex or you can make an online donation at
www.StPaulChurch.com. No gift is too small.

Sign up for Online giving!
It’s simple and convenient.
Want more information?
Go to: StPaulChurch.com

Weekly Offertory
Sunday, March 5, 2017
“The joy of Lent is the interior peace
that comes from the grace of being
renewed in Christ Jesus.”
St. Thomas Aquinas

Oﬀertory:
Online Giving:
Attendance:
Envelopes:

$ 33,359
$ 9,215
3,925
958

Thank you for your Generosity!
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Mass Intentions

Mass Intentions for the Week of March 12th
Saturday, March 11, 2017
5:30 pm Andrew D’Agostino +
7:30 pm Dionisia Lozada +
Sunday, March 12, 2017 – Second Sunday of Lent
7:30 am Lady and Oscar Zuluaga +
9:00 am St. Paul Parishioners (int.)
10:45 am Fred Layo +
12:30 pm Rusty Nicoson +
2:00 pm Artur Tenjo +
5:30 pm Lourdes Sanchez +
Monday, March 13, 2017
7:30 am Mary Nina Opal +
12:15 pm Theresa Brady (int.)
Tuesday, March 14, 2017
7:30 am Thomas Mahlmeister +
12:15 pm Ruth Cantwell +
Wednesday, March 15, 2017
7:30 am Consecrated Life and Priestly Vocations (int.)
12:15 pm Blanca Breña +
Thursday, March 16, 2017
7:30 am Mary Falbo +
12:15 pm Judy Montgomery +
Friday, March 17, 2017 – St. Patrick
7:30 am Paul H. Mikkelsen +
12:15 pm Jose Luis Falcon +
7:30pm
St. Jose Parish in Panama (int.)
Saturday, March 18, 2017 – St. Cyril
8:30 am Diane Smith (int.)
5:30 pm Vincent Savorelli +
7:30 pm Dorothy Kingley +
Sunday, March 19, 2017 – Third Sunday of Lent
7:30 am Loretta Major +
9:00 am Maxton Gonzalez (int.)
10:45 am St. Paul Parishioners (int.)
12:30 pm Martin Boland +
2:00 pm Sonia and Guido Aliza (int.)
5:30 pm Mr. and Mrs. Charles Reynolds (int.)

Readings for the Week of March 12th
Sunday:
Monday:
Tuesday:
Wednesday:
Thursday:
Friday:
Saturday:
Sunday:

Gn 12:1-4a / 2 Tm 1:8b-10 / Mt 17:1-9
Dn 9:4b-10 / Lk 6:36-38
Is 1:10, 16-20 / Mt 23:1-12
Jer 18:18-20 / Mt 20:17-28
Jer 17:5-10 / Lk 16:19-31
Gn 37:3-4, 12-13a, 17b-28a / Mt 21:33-43, 45-46
Mt 7:14-15, 18-20 / Lk 15:1-3, 11-32
Ex 17:3-7 / Rom 5:1-2, 5-8 / Jn 4:5-42

The Light is on For You
Reconciliation Services Oﬀered
Thursday, March 23rd
5pm to 7pm
St. Paul Catholic Church
“He was pierced for our oﬀenses, crushed for our sins” Is. 97,9

Come join our parish
pilgrimage to Our Lady of
Guadalupe!
Fr. Bill is leading a 7 day
pilgrimage to Mexico June
19-27, 2017. We will visit the
Basilica of Our Lady of
Guadalupe on several days. We will also see
the site of the ﬁfth apparition in Tupetiac,
the pyramids of Teotihuacan, the incredible
city of Puebla and much more. For more
information, please contact Margie at 800644-4659. There are brochures in the
narthex of the church as well. We will have
a special meeting at noon on March 19 for
all those who would like to join us!
Faith in Action: God calls all of us
to leave behind our old ways and
to follow Him, placing our
complete trust in Him. Some of
the old ways that we may have to struggle
to leave behind might be materialism,
selﬁshness and greed. Yet God promises to
show us a new land and a better way to live.
Living Faith: This week on
your way home from Mass
maybe you can talk about
what does trusting in God mean to you and
think of a virtue you would like to start
working on in your life.

We appreciate your prayers for
our parishioners traveling March
9-16 to our sister parish, San
Jose for our 1st Panama medical
teaching mission.

Living Stations of the Cross
TEENS and YOUNG ADULTS!!!
Are you interested in being a part or helping
coordinate our annual LIVING STATIONS OF
THE CROSS on Good Friday, April 14 at
noon? Please come and join
us!
Call Carmen Cayon at 813-9613023 for more information.

“Go forth from the land of your kinsfolk and from your father's house to a land that I will show you” (Gn 12:1).

Outreach Ministries and Community Events
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St. Vincent De Paul
Pantry Hours Monday & Thursday 9am -12pm
Assistance Line: 813-264-3325

Let's have dinner with Jesus! Your generous donations
of food and monies for the less fortunate allow all of us
to dine with Jesus through the workings of the Saint
Vincent De Paul Society.

Serving St. Paul Parishioners
for 25 Years!
Legal Consultation and Referral
Service on Mondays and
Wednesdays by appointment.
Please call 813-264-3307.

Counseling Services
oﬀered by
Dr. Pat Berne
Please call to make an
appointment
813-961-3023

Spiritual Mothers Prayer Group meets every Thursday
after the 12:15 pm Mass in the Chapel. Let’s pray for all of
our Priests

Marriage Troubles?

If your marriage has
become troubled and stressed, unloving or uncaring; if
you have grown cold and distant; even if you are divorced
or separated, or are thinking about it, Retrouvaille can
help, as it has helped tens of thousands of others. Our
next program begins May 19-21, 2017.
For more
information, visit www.HelpOurMarriage.org, or call 813906-7705. Not counseling or group therapy. All contacts
and names held in strictest conﬁdence.
"Love Lives Here: No Place For Hate" - On March 9th at 6:30 pm,
St. Petersburg Mayor Rick Kriseman, community leaders
and faith organizations including the Diocese of St. Petersburg
Oﬃce of Ecumenical and Interreligious Aﬀairs will hold an event
at the Florida Holocaust Museum in St. Petersburg to stand in
solidarity with those who have been targeted by acts of hate. As
Catholics, we can witness to God's love by following the
example of the Good Samaritan and standing with our neighbor
in need. RSVP at Facebook.com/events/1846713022209812

San Jose Mission is a
residential community
and education/social
services campus for
low-income Agricultural
working families. There are 122 two, three and four
bedroom rental units available for low-income families.
Currently 80 of the units are for Farm Worker families. In
addition, Catholic Charities provides housing counseling,
immigration services, life skills, counseling, education,
and case management to the families. Catholic Mobile
Medical Services provides medical screening and follow
up medical care. It operates under the auspices of the
State of Florida Department of Health Volunteer Health
Care Provider Program targeting persons with household
incomes less than 200% of poverty level and without
healthcare coverage. More at www.ccdosp.org
St. Paul Active Retired Seniors (SPARS) will meet on
Wednesday, March 15th 1pm in the Parish Center room F.
We hope to see you there!
As we prepare to celebrate Father Bob’s
25th Anniversary of his ordination, we could really use
your help. Could you please send any pictures that you
may have of Father Bob to jayarajedward@yahoo.com
Delight in a Rhine River Cruise
France, Germany & Switzerland
With Guest Speaker, Sister Theresa Betz
November 24 - December 2, 2017
Register NOW!
For a brochure, more information, or to register-- call Sr. Theresa at
216-469-9184 or e-mail her at tbetz@ndec.org

STARTING FROM $2498*

TAXES & FEES APPLY

“In the Wildﬂowers Retreat” for Women who have
suﬀered childhood sexual abuse
This 10-week private retreat will be held in St.
Petersburg on Saturdays beginning on February 25th. If
interested in participating in this retreat, please contact
Cathy
at
813-843-8969
or
email
her
at wildﬂowersretreats@gmail.com.
Youth Summer Basketball League will be hosting its
second season at St Tim's Catholic Church. Registration
ends on May 5, 2017. Season runs from June 3, 2017
through July 29, 2017. We are also looking for Coaches
and other volunteers! Contact
clubnews@bluesombrero.com

