Sunday March 19, 2017

Third Sunday in Lent

St. Paul Catholic Church
and Preschool

.

www.StPaulChurch.com
12708 N Dale Mabry Hwy. Tampa, FL 33618 - 813-961-3023

During the visit to Panama, men
and women from our parish
helped out painting and cleaning
chapels in the towns nearby.

Forgiveness Prayer
Lord, your forgiveness and
compassion are so great.
Help us be understanding
of the weakness of the other.
Give us your grace
so that we can choose
to let go of all bitterness.
Bring us to greater unity
as we forgive each other.
Fill us with your
inexhaustible mercy
and love.
Amen.

"Formed by Word and Sacrament, we, the people of St. Paul Catholic Church, are a
Spirit-led, Eucharist-centered, vibrant multicultural Christian community of faith,
living our love for God and neighbor
while growing together as disciples of Christ."

Growing Together as disciples of Christ!
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All are Welcome!
Weekend Masses
Saturday Masses
8:30am Mass
(Morning Prayer and
Benediction 8:10am)

Panama Mission update!
On March 10, the team arrived safely in Montijo,
Panama - what a welcome! The following day,
they were ready for the ﬁrst day of mission in the
clinic and parish center.

Saturday Vigil
Mass 5:30pm
Missa em
Português: 7:30pm

Sunday Masses
7:30am, 9:00am,
10:45am, 12:30pm,
5:30pm
Misa en Español: 2:00pm

The medical team and local
medical staﬀ served medical
needs, and the rest of the team
cleaned the parish center. After
Mass and lunch, they visited the
river San Pedro. At night they led
the Stations of the Cross and went
to Florentino to share with their

Weekday Masses
Monday to Friday
7:30am and 12:15pm
First Friday Mass 7:30pm
Saturday - 8:30am
(Morning Prayer and
Benediction 8:10am)

Reconciliation/
Confession
Saturdays 10am and 4pm
or upon request
24 Hour Eucharistic
Adoration

Every Wednesday
8am to 9pm
Every Friday 8:30am
to Saturday 8:20am
Morning Prayer
Monday - Friday 7:10am
Saturday 8:10am
Anointing of the Sick
Every Second Saturday of the
Month at 8:30am
Church Oﬃce Address:

12708 N. Dale Mabry Hwy
Tampa, FL 33618-2802
813.961.3023
Fax 813.962.8780
Oﬃce Hours: 8am to 4pm
www.StPaulChurch.com
Email:
ParishCommunications@StPaulChurch.com

Our Vision Statement:
“Growing Together
as Disciples of Christ.”

small community the miracle
of Divine Mercy! The next day
some Panama friends joined
in!
The team travelled to remote
islands where the islanders are
only able to celebrate Mass
with a priest a few times a
year. They received such warm
welcomes. They painted their
chapels, provided medical
care,
distributed
reading
glasses, celebrated Mass, and
distributed rosaries & at night
shared the message
of Divine Mercy.
On March 12, the
team
joined
the
family of Montijo for
Mass and their Family
basis
catechetical
program. Afterwards
the team led them in
activities and games,
ate lunch and then
visited the colonial church of San Francisco and the Cathedral of Santiago. At night,
they had another Divine Mercy mission in San Cristobal.

“Everyone who drinks this water will be thirsty again.” JOHN 4:13

Parish Upcoming Events
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The Light is on For You
Reconciliation Services Oﬀered
Thursday, March 23rd
5pm to 7pm
St. Paul Catholic Church
“He was pierced for our oﬀenses, crushed for our
sins” Is. 97,9

Welcome, Bienvenidos,
Bem-vindos to St. Paul!
In Honor of St. Joseph
St. Paul Council of Catholic Women will host
the festivities in honor of St. Joseph on
Monday, March 20th after the 7:30am and
12:15pm Mass. This is an Italian tradition to
give Thanks for Prayers answered. A three tier Altar laid with
ﬁne linens - decorated with ﬂowers, votive candles and ﬁlled
with breads and sweets. Come join us!

Lenten Mission follow-up with Sister
Theresa Betz
starting
Wednesday March 15
at 11:15am in the Parish Center
Sessions continue March 22, 29 and April 5 at 11:15am

REJOICE
IN HOPE
Thank you for your generosity
If you haven’t given, won’t you
please consider a gift?
Goal:
Pledged to date:
# of Pledges:
% of Goal:

$ 437,478
195,080
383
44%

2017 Annual Pastoral Appeal

Lenten Concert
Friday, March 31 at 7:30pm
Following the Stations of the Cross
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St. Paul Preschool & Sacrament of Baptism
Infant Baptism
‘I baptize you in the name of the Father,
and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit’

Excellence in Catholic preschool education for over 30 years

Preschool Tour Schedule
March 2017
Please note you must call the oﬃce 813-264-3314 to
make an appointment for the tour time and date that
best ﬁts your schedule. Tours subject to cancelation if
no one is signed up to attend the business day before.
Thank you for your consideration.
Thursday, March 23rd at 5pm
Wednesday, March 29th at 9am
Please visit our website at
www.StPaulCatholicPreschool.org
Or Email us at MAguiar@StPaulChurch.com

Fr. Bob and Fr. Baskhara talk to some of the preschool students!

Praying for one another!

The baptism of a child is a special cause for joy and
celebration on the part of the Church, the whole
community of faith! Baptism is a birth into the
Christian community and is in every way as solemn and
important as birth itself. It is an event that needs to
be prepared for, and it can serve as a reminder to you
about your own faith and what it means to you. If you
have any questions regarding Infant Baptism, please
contact Lizette Espel at:
(961-3023; LEspel@StPaulChurch.com)

Children's Liturgy of the Word
Children’s Liturgy of the Word (CLW) is an ageappropriate Liturgy of the Word oﬀered for children age
4-6 during the 7:30pm Vigil Mass in Portuguese, and the
9am Sunday Mass. Coming soon to the 2pm Mass en
Español! No pre-registration required!
Just before the Liturgy of the Word begins for the
assembly, these children are invited to go with the weekly
leaders from the church to the Prayer Room located in
the church building. During this special time, the
volunteer catechist leads the children through prayers,
songs and readings that are simpliﬁed for children.
For more information, please contact Lizette Espel (813)
264-3311/ LEspel@StPaulChurch.com in the Parish Oﬃce.

“Everyone who drinks this water will be thirsty again.” JOHN 4:13

Liturgical Corner
Pope Francis: Lent is the “sacramental
sign of our conversion” (cf. Roman Missal,
Oration, Collect, First Sunday of Lent);
those who make the Lenten journey are always on the
path of conversion. Lent is the sacramental sign of our
journey from slavery to freedom, always to be renewed.
It is certainly a demanding journey, as it rightly should
be, because love is demanding, but it is a journey ﬁlled
with hope. Indeed, I would add: the Lenten exodus is
the journey in which hope itself is formed. The diﬃculty
in crossing the desert — all the trials, temptations,
illusions, mirages ... — all this serves to forge a solid,
steadfast hope, on the model of that of the Virgin Mary,
who, in the midst of the darkness of the Passion and
death of her Son, continues to believe and to hope in
his Resurrection, in the victory of God’s love.
With hearts open to this horizon, today we enter the
Season of Lent. Feeling that we are part of the holy
People of God, let us joyfully begin this journey of hope.
Ash Wednesday, 1st March 2017

Please Pray for Peace
and Safety
♦Hans C. Arcand, 2nd LT. USAF
♦Martin O. Reina, USCG
♦Nicholas Ringo, III US Navy
♦Michael Dunkelberger, Master Sargent, USAF
♦Christopher A. Garcia, Oﬃcer, U.S. Navy
♦Mathew M Colon, Sgt., US Army
♦Richard Majette, Captain, USMC
♦Katrina Monti, Captain, PA US Army
♦Jonathan Monti, Major, PA US Army
♦Richard Sison Jr, 2nd Lt., USAF
♦Matthew Mooney, Captain, USAF
♦Curtis Gardner, Sergeant, USAF
♦Adriana Trigg, USAF
♦Anthony Mazzie, US Army
♦Luis Luccani, PO, US Navy
♦Austin Jacob Ferlita, Pvt2s, US Army
♦Josh C. Seal, PO, US Navy
♦Corinna Fleischmann, CDR, USCG.
♦Morganne Oyler, US Navy
♦Sean C. Andino, Ensign, US Navy
♦Thomas Krasnicki, Lt, US Navy
♦Brett Smith, US Marine Corp.
♦Dominick J. Agnes III, Sgt, US Marine Corps
♦ Brian J. Babin, SS, USMC
♦Spencer M. Brown, U.S. Army, Pvt.

To add a name to the list email
LRomano@StPaulChurch.com.
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Saints of God: Joseph was a poor
carpenter of Nazareth. Yet he came
from the royal family of David. And he
was pure and good and hard working.
God knew He could trust Joseph, so He
chose him for a most important task. He
became the husband of Mary and the
Foster Father of Our Lord. So he protected Mary on
the way to Bethlehem. He was present on the ﬁrst
Christmas. He led Mary and Jesus safely into Egypt
when Herod was trying to kill the Child. Joseph
worked hard for his family, he made them a sweet little
home. He earned money to provide food and clothing.
When Jesus was a big boy, Joseph taught Him the
carpenter’s trade. Joseph did not live to see Jesus
become great and famous. Instead he died happily
with Mary at his bedside, and Jesus blessing him.
Joseph worked very hard to make life safe and happy
for Jesus and Mary. So Jesus has made him the
Protector of the whole Church. His Feast is March 19,
Note Well! If you, a member of your family or a
friend are ill and unable to attend weekly Mass,
please inform us by calling Barbara at the parish
oﬃce. No Catholic should be deprived of the
opportunity for frequent reception of Communion.
Also, if you have an upcoming surgery, receive the
Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick before admission.
Due to HIPPA laws, it is imperative that you let the
hospital know that you would like a visit from a Catholic
priest and be sure to call the parish oﬃce. Thank you
and know you are in our prayers!

Our Parish Family
Welcome New Parishioners! Bienvenidos!
Juan Barajas Marroquin, Brian Bernick, Dr. and Mrs. Michael
Buscemi, Jr. Mr. and Mrs. Claudio Ferreira, Amelia Grajales.
Born into Eternal Life:
Michael Scala Kevin Garrett Farley , Doris Lepa, S Julian
Menendez, Marilyn Frances Reynolds, Rafael Simon Gamez,
Dustin Larmon , Rev. Cletus Watson,T.O.R., Richard Molloy,
Karima Sper, Sally Geda, Daniel Dabrowski, Doris Lopez,
William (Billy) Verity.
Please Pray for those who are sick in our Parish:
Aaron Ruiz, Johanna Sanchez, Greysen Feng, Mary
Giovenco, Christine White, Richard Schardt, Lorena
Zuluaga, Royman Torres, Helen Horton, Bob Huie, Ross
Massey, Aida Murphy, Cathy Lindberg, Max Zambrano, Leo
Murphy, Suzette Hillis, Marie Bobak, Wendy Cathell, Gabriel
Espinosa and Jane Miller. To add a name to the list email:
LRomano@StPaulChurch.com.

Reﬂections on Scripture
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Due to copyright restrictions, we cannot
print the Scriptures before the
relections of Mr. Conroy. The Scripture
for today’s liturgy can be found in our
St. Paul App.

By Jack Conroy, Ph.D.

I. I.

Exodus 17:3-7--Trial and Contention
Reﬂection: These verses follow the
story of God's remarkable protection
of His people against the army of the
World Superpower, Egypt and His
provision of food in the form of
manna.
Yet grumbling and
discontent were quick to reappear. It
is easy to read this as "history," as if a
video camera were available to
record events as they took place. But
perhaps it might make sense to see
the entire journey of the Israelites as
a metaphorical journey, the same
sort on which we ﬁnd ourselves.
Where are we going in our life? And
what is our source of sustenance?
We know that we need food and
drink, but what is the "drink?" Maybe
the
story
of
"Trial
and
Contention" (the translation of
"Masseh and Meribah") is the story
of our lives? Maybe we are blind to
the gifts that God provides for us on
our journey, and we respond to His
gratuitousness with blind grumbling.
Perhaps if we open our eyes, we will
see the gift of living water right
before us even when we feel we are
in an arid and trackless spiritual

desert.
II. Romans 5:1-2, 5-8 Justiﬁcation
by Faith
Reﬂection: "Justiﬁcation" is a
diﬃcult word. It is the translation of
dikaiosune, which implies the reestablishment of a right relationship.
Rudolph Bultmann translates it
"Right-wising,"
which
while
appearing barbaric, expresses the
intent of "making right again."
Hence, St. Paul looks upon Faith, that
gift not deserved, as being that
which re-establishes the link with
God that was lost by Sin. This "Faith"
is not a mere verbal assent to a group
of propositions, however. It is an
existential act, characterized best for
St. Paul in the example of Abraham,
who in Genesis 15:6, "put his Faith in
the Lord and the Lord reckoned it to
him as righteousness."
The
interpretation of these words was
one of the main items of dissent with
Lutherans until November, 1998,
when the Catholic Church and the
Lutheran World Federation realized
that
almost
500
years
of
disagreement over "justiﬁcation by
faith" was virtually over. Thank God!
III.
John 4:5-42--What was at the
well?
Reﬂection: This famous story is
packed with content made clear by
literary devices. How often we see

"misunderstanding" as a common
thread.
The
woman
"misunderstood" the kind of water
Jesus had to oﬀer; the disciples
"misunderstood" the kind of food
the Lord oﬀered. But despite the
misunderstandings, it was the
Samaritans who acknowledged Jesus
as "Savior of the world." John takes
this opportunity to discuss the issue
of worship. In about 150 BC, John
Hyrcanus (a Jewish ruler after the
defeat of the Syrians by the
Maccabees) forcibly converted the
Samaritans and destroyed their
temple on Mount Gerizim, next to
Jacob's Well. Henceforth, those of
the Tribe of Judah (Jews) looked
down
upon
Samaritans
and
Samaritans utterly distrusted Jews.
But it was the "outsiders" who ﬁrst
acknowledged Jesus in John's
gospel.
Not only that, but the
instrument of their conversion was a
woman, who normally would never,
ever converse in a public place with a
strange man! (Note the surprise of
the disciples!) But Jesus oﬀered her
a new kind of "family," in which she
became a "sister," and hence avoided
the appearance of scandal. "Water"
remains a powerful symbol for us; for
life depends upon water, any way
you see it!

Respect Life Ministry
Ambassadors of St. Paul

We welcome and congratulate the newest Knights for
Council 11211. The
Knights
of
Columbus of St.
Paul are proud to
have such an active
council.
Want to join the
Knights?
Contact Jack at
KofC@StPaulChurch.com

The Respect Life Ministry is open to all parishioners
who are passionate about respect life issues such as
care for our aging and elderly, marriage and family,
abortion and help for the homeless. We strive to reach
out to the community as well as bring awareness to
and encourage our parish to get involved in the many
issues regarding the sanctity of all human life. We
meet the 4th Tuesday of each month at 7:30pm in
Parish Center and new members are always welcome!

“Everyone who drinks this water will be thirsty again.” JOHN 4:13

Our Lenten Journey
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LET’S PRAY THE

Join us every Friday in Lent at 3pm, and 7pm

Father Stephan Brown, SVD together with little baby
Katrin and her parents and godparents in the day of her
baptism! God Bless you little Katrin and family.

Lenten Activity for Families
Inviting all families to make homemade matzah together.
Also, if you are attending the Seder Supper on April 10th
you may bring the matzah to share. Here is the recipe!

Thank you Father Baskhara for starting our morning
with a blessing and prayer. Pictured here some of our
awesome counters and Fr. Baskhara.

Thank You St. Paul Parishioners!
Thank you for your generous donations and for
helping sort food at the Lenten Food Drive. We
collected over 700 bags of food and our St. Vincent de
Paul pantry shelves are full! You are a blessing!

INGREDIENTS
• 4 1/2 cups sifted all-purpose ﬂour, plus more for rolling
• 1 teaspoon kosher salt, plus more for sprinkling
• 2 tablespoons mild olive oil
• 3/4 cup plus up to 1/4 cup warm water
DIRECTIONS
1. Preheat the oven to 500°F (260°C). Ideally you would place a
pizza stone on the bottom oven rack, but realistically a 10-by-15inch baking sheet will work just dandy.
2. In a large bowl, mix together all the ingredients, using 3/4
cup water, until everything comes together to form a dough. If
the dough seems dry, add a little more water, a few drops at a
time. If you do not need the matzoh to be kosher for Passover,
let the dough rest for 10 to 15 minutes. If you do need the
matzoh to be kosher for Passover, proceed immediately to the
next step so that you can ﬁnish everything in 18 minutes.
3. Divide the dough into 8 pieces. Flatten a piece slightly and
roll the dough as thinly as possible with a rolling pin on a lightly
ﬂoured surface. Repeat with the remaining dough pieces.
4. Trim the rolled-out dough pieces into rectangles. (How many
pieces of matzoh you get depends on how thinly you rolled the
dough.) Use a fork to prick holes in the surface of the dough. lf
salted matzoh are desired, brush or spray the dough surface
lightly with water and sprinkle with salt to taste.
5. Carefully place some of the rectangles onto the pizza stone
or baking sheet. They should ﬁt snugly but should not touch.
Bake until the surface of the matzoh is golden brown and
bubbly, 30 to 90 seconds. Using tongs, carefully ﬂip the matzoh
pieces and continue to bake until the other side is golden
browned and lightly blistered, 15 to 30 seconds. Keep careful
and constant watch to keep the matzoh from burning; the
exact baking time will vary from oven to oven and will get
longer with subsequent batches. You want to let the matzoh
get a few dots of light brown but do not let the matzoh turn
completely brown or it will taste burnt. Let it cool before
serving. It will crisp up as it cools, so be sure not to leave it in
the oven too long.
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St. Paul Faith Formation
We are rooted in Faith and growing in grace

“Register for Faith Formation classes for the 2017-18 year
and enjoy our Early Bird Discount!”
Please contact the Faith Formation Oﬃce today.

Important Dates to remember
◌ ٌ First Communion Retreats are Mar 25 &

Thanks to:
American Heritage Girls/Mrs. Melissa Luria for planning
and facilitating our children and Mrs. Patricia Whitehurst
and daughter Annmarie for planning and facilitating our
teen’s Lenten Mission!! We are so blessed by your
generosity and sharing their faith with our families!

◌ٌ
◌ٌ
◌ٌ

HELP!!!
We are in need of plastic Easter Eggs and candy to ﬁll
them with for our Parish Easter Egg Hunt. Please drop
oﬀ your donation to our Faith Formation
oﬃce by April 1st. Thanks for your help in
making our Easter Egg Hunt special for our
kids!

REGISTRATION FOR THE 2017-18
CURRICULAR YEAR IS NOW IN PROGRESS!
If your child is not currently attending a Catholic
School, they should be registered in our parish
Religious Education Program. Please come by this
weekend and register them early in order to save
them a spot for next year!
If your child is over the age of 7 and
has not started preparing for First
Communion or is over the age of
13 and has not started to prepare
for Conﬁrmation, please come see
us this weekend!
We can help you begin the
preparation.

We welcome to the St. Paul
Parish Staff, our new Faith
Formation and Youth Minister
assistant, Kim Smith.
For questions regarding Youth
Ministry, please email her
KSmith@StPaulChurch.com

◌ٌ

Apr 1-families please attend retreat you have
been assigned. If you have any questions,
please contact us asap. 813-961-3023.
Seder Meal-All families are Welcome! 6:30pm8:30pm in the Family Center. Please ﬁll out
registration form and drop oﬀ in our parish oﬃce.
Easter Egg Hunt on Saturday, April 16th 10:00am to
12:00pm Noon
First Holy Communion Rehearsal-Thursday May 4th ,
6:15pm in the Church. Please be prompt!
First Holy Communions are May 6th and May 7th.
Your Mass choice should already have been made.

◌ٌ
If you have any questions, please call the Faith
Formation of%ice now. It is not too late to inquire
about Faith Formation! 813-961-3023

St. Paul Seder Supper
Reservation Form
Please return completed forms to the
parish oﬃce or mail with payment to:
St. Paul Church Parish Oﬃce
Attention Faith Formation
12708 North Dale Mabry Hwy Tampa,
Florida 33618
MONDAY, APRIL 10 AT 6:30pm
To reserve your place write the name the names of the
people attending. Be sure to include the name and age
of the children in the family. Cost: $15.00 per person.
There is no charge for children age 12 and under.
1.___________________________________________________
2.__________________________________________________
3.__________________________________________________
4.__________________________________________________
5.__________________________________________________
6.__________________________________________________
Email _________________________________________
Address_______________________________________
Cell Phone______________
Checks may be made payable to St. Paul Catholic Church
Payment Amount Enclosed _____________

“Everyone who drinks this water will be thirsty again.” JOHN 4:13

Ministries in Action!
Traditional Easter
Lamb Cake
The Lamb cake has been an
Eastern Tradition in many
families for generations.
All
cakes will be made by the Council
Catholic Women. A suggested
donation of $20.00 goes to support our St. Vincent De Paul
Society. If you would like to order a Lamb Cake please
make checks payable to St. Paul Council Catholic Women
and drop oﬀ the order form at the parish oﬃce no later
than April 4th.
Name __________________________________________
Phone (H)
Donation $20.00

(C)
_______Cash

Do you know someone who is homebound and
would welcome a visit?
We are called to extend ourselves, not just to
those we encounter at Church, but to those who
cannot attend.

Let us be Christ’s light for someone!
______Check

* Pick up your cake on Saturday April 15th. in the Family Center.

For information call Maria Allison at 813-961-3023.

SYNOPSIS OF CHURCH
HISTORY SESSIONS:
The 2000 year history of our
Catholic Church is being studied by
our Parishioners under the
guidance of Fr. Bob Romaine in 20
Sessions spanning the whole year.
We are looking at covering 100 or so years of history in
every session. So far we have covered 13 sessions and 7
more to go to complete the Study. We follow the DVD
Presentation by Professor Steve Weidenkopf from
Ascension Press followed by discussions.
We started studying the early Church and heresies of that
time and how the Church combated those false teachings
and reaﬃrmed the true teachings through Church
Councils. Then came the Persecution of Christians by the
Roman Empire. Having survived the Persecution, the
Church grew in numbers as a fruit of the martyrdom of
the early Christians. To protect the Holy Land, Church
stood by the Christian warriors during the Crusades.
Once the outside troubles subsided, the internal struggles
erupted. Due to a few weak leaders, Church had to deal
with western Schism which was resolved through the
eﬀorts of St. Catherine of Siena and other holy People.
The big internal blow to the Church was the Split in the
Church brought about by Martin Luther.
That's where we are at the moment.
The next session is on March 27, 2017 at 7 pm in the
Church and we invite all parishioners to join us! How
wonderful it is to know the history of our great Catholic
Church! Please come and bring your friends.

Join us!

Every Friday in Lent

5-7pm

Dine-in at the Family Center or
Order to Go
Adults - $8.00 • Youth - $5.00
Children 10 and under - FREE!

Sponsored by:

Knights of Columbus
Ambassadors of St. Paul [Council 11211]

Adult Faith Formation

Come join our parish pilgrimage to Our Lady
of Guadalupe! Fr. Bill is leading a Y day
pilgrimage to Mexico June 19-27, 2017. We
will visit the Basilica of Our Lady of
Guadelupe on several days. We will also
see the site of the ﬁfth apparition in
Tupetiac, the pyramids of Teotihuacan, the
incredible city of Puebla and much more.
For more information, please contact Margie at 800-6444659. There are brochures in the narthex of the church as
well. We will have a special meeting at noon on

March 19 for all those who would like to join us!
Book Study with Father Bill 33 Days of
Merciful Love
Last Sunday, Fr. Bill has started an online
study using Michael Gaitley’s book 33 Days
of Merciful Love. The book is being sold at
the Front Desk for $10. This online retreat
concludes with a consecration to the Divine
Mercy in April 23rd 3pm.
To join in the study group, please befriend Fr. Bill (Bill
Swengros) on Facebook. We will also oﬀer the reﬂections
in our website in the homepage starting this week.

Immigration Resource Corner
⇒ Our Citizenship Ministry is active and ready to

help every Thursday at 5:30pm in the Parish
Center.
⇒ English as a Second Language Ministry meets
every Monday at 7 pm in the St. Michael
Building
⇒ The Diocese of St. Petersburg, Catholic Charities
Immigration Program provides assistance with
applications, replacement of immigration documents,
petitions for family reuniﬁcation, political asylum, and
many other services. Contact 727-893-1313 Ext. 208.
⇒ Catholic Charities also oﬀers Refugee services
providing resettling in the US assistance with housing,
food, clothing, education and employment. Contact:
813-631-4397.
⇒ Florida Department of Children and Families Refugee
Services Program 1-866-762-2237
⇒ St. Paul Parish oﬀers Legal Consultation and referrals
thanks to the generosity of attorneys who are
available every Monday and Wednesday morning.
Contact 813-961-3023 to make an appointment.
Please contact us if you know of another resource center
that needs to be listed here. Contact us at 813-961-3023 or
email us at ParishCommunications@StPaulChurch.com.

Thank
you
for
taking
advantage and participating
in the Lighthouse Catholic
Media Faith Resource Kiosk. Be sure to check out our
new oﬀering of books / CDs. This week look for:
7 Secrets of Divine Mercy
Saint John Paul II, Pope Benedict XVI, and Pope Francis
have made it clear that Divine
Mercy is at the very center of
the Christian faith. In this talk,
best-selling author Vinny
Flynn shares his 7 Secrets of
Divine Mercy, and Christ’s
message of love for each of
us, and for the whole world.
On a Lighter Note: Q. What kind of food did
Jesus eat after fasting 40 days in the wilderness?

A. Fast Food.
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Words of Wisdom: “Fly from bad companions as
from the bite of a poisonous snake. If you keep good
companions, I can assure you that you will one day
rejoice with the blessed in Heaven; whereas if you
keep with those who are bad, you will become bad
yourself, and you will be in danger of losing your
soul.” – St. John Bosco

Deo Gratias: We give thanks to the awesome team
of volunteers who participated for the ﬁrst time in our
Parish Mission to Panama. What a blessing they are to
those in Montijo and to us! Thank you for sharing your
time, talents, and treasure. Be sure to share the
bulletins from your travels. Thank you!

Looking
Ahead!
•March 23 & 30 - V

Encuentro Listening
Sessions 7:30pm
•March 24, 31 Fabulous
Fish Fry
•March 22,29 and Apr. 5 Lenten Mission Follow-up
with Sr. Theresa Betz 11:15a
•March 19 - Face of Mercy
Movie Showing 7pm

•March 20 - St. Joseph Day

Breakfast
•March 23 - The Light is On
for You (Confessions)
•March 24-25 Eucharistic
Congress in Jacksonville
•March 25 - Feast of the
Annunciation
•March 31 - Lenten Concert
•April 16 - Easter

“Everyone who drinks this water will be thirsty again.” JOHN 4:13

Stewardship a Way of Life

Coﬀee & Donuts
YOUR HOST TODAY:

Almsgiving: An Expression of Gratitude
When we look at the three traditional “disciplines” of Lent,
prayer, fasting and almsgiving, we know that almsgiving gets the
least attention. Yet, the Bible places emphasis ﬁrmly on
almsgiving:
Prayer and fasting are good, but better than either is
almsgiving accompanied by righteousness ... It is better to
give alms than to store up gold; for almsgiving saves one
from death and expiates every sin. Those who regularly give
alms shall enjoy a full life (Tobit 12:8-9).
Almsgiving is simply an expression of our gratitude for all that
God has given us, and a realization that as a member of a
community of faith, it is never just about “me and God.” It is
fundamental to being a good steward of our community. For
disciples of the Lord, almsgiving means much more than simply
throwing a little change in the poor box. It is an attitude of
generosity. It challenges us to examine how we are using our
time, abilities, and money to better the lives of those around us. It
urges us to share what we have been given by God with others in
love and justice. It reminds us that Jesus blesses those who seek
to be “poor in spirit” (Matt. 5:3).
Almsgiving opens our hearts to the
realization that God blesses us through those
we serve. It is here that we ﬁnd the great
mystery of Christian service. We see God in
the life of Jesus, and we see Jesus in all those
who are in need of our care. Look around,
see those who are in need, and ask God to
take away those obstacles and distractions
that keep us from being generous with them.
In turn, we will receive God’s blessing.
Consider one or more of these creative almsgiving ideas for the
remainder of this Lenten season:

•

Show an act of kindness to someone you don’t speak to often.
Visit an elderly person who may be lonely.

•

Reﬂect on the regular contributions you make to the parish.
Could you do more?

•

Perform an extra chore for your parents one day each week
during Lent.

•

Go through your closet and ﬁnd some clothes in good shape to
give away to other children who are in need of clothes.
Write a letter or create a card for someone who is sick or might
be lonely.

•

Buy some cans of food to give to a local food bank or soup
kitchen.

•

Donate diapers, formula, baby clothing, baby furniture or
maternity clothing to a local crisis pregnancy center.

Sign up for Online giving!
It’s simple and convenient.
Want more information?
Go to: StPaulChurch.com
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Council of Catholic Women
Without a doubt, you have seen these ladies
in their blue shirts at many functions helping out the parish in so many
ways and having fun events such as the Junk in the Trunk, St. Joseph
Table, Seder Supper, Lamb butter classes and the list goes on. They
also provide a place to grow spiritually as women. Stop by and say
THANK YOU for your service to St. Paul’s!

For more info about the Council of Catholic Women, contact
Laura Gregory at CatholicWomen@StPaulChurch.com

Please Support the
Catholic Relief Services Collection
Next week, our parish will take up The
Catholic Relief Services Collection (CRSC).
Funds from this collection help provide
food to the hungry, support to displaced
refugees, and Christ’s love and respect to
all people here at home and abroad. Next week, please give
generously to the CRSC and Help Jesus in Disguise. Learn more
about the collection at www.usccb.org/catholic-relief.
Envelopes are in the Narthex.
'Amen, I say to you, whatever you did for one of these least
brothers of mine, you did for me.'
—Matthew 25:40

Special Thanks to Our
Electronic Givers
We would like to thank the 600+
families who are currently giving electronically. You may not see
these fellow parishioners place an envelope in the basket every
week, but their consistent giving does not go unnoticed in our parish
oﬃce.
Each month our parish receives a steady and predictable stream of
income from those donors who have made the commitment to give
to God ﬁrst by having a designated contribution automatically
transferred to our parish through our Online Giving Program
Would you like to learn more about this easy, safe and secure way of
giving? Online forms are in the Narthex or you can contact Michael
Maloney our Parish Manager at the Parish Oﬃce at 961-3023 or
check out our website at www.StPaulChurch.com .

Weekly Offertory
Sunday, March 12, 2017
Oﬀertory:
Online Giving:
Attendance:
Envelopes:

$ 30,351
$ 8,475
3,393
875

Thank you for your Generosity!

Mass Intentions
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Mass Intentions for the Week of March 19th
Saturday, March 18, 2017 – St. Cyril
5:30 pm Vincent Savorelli +
7:30 pm Dorothy Kingley +
Sunday, March 19, 2017 – Third Sunday of Lent
7:30 am Loretta Major +
9:00 am Maxton Gonzalez (int.)
10:45 am St. Paul Parishioners (int.)
12:30 pm Martin Boland +
2:00 pm Sonia and Guido Aliza (int.)
5:30 pm Mr. and Mrs. Charles Reynolds (int.)
Monday, March 20, 2017 - St. Joseph, Spouse of the Blessed Virgin Mary
7:30 am Lucy Nguyen +
12:15 pm Eleanor Shook +
Tuesday, March 21, 2017
7:30 am Phyllis Marion +
12:15 pm Pedro Garcia +
Wednesday, March 22, 2017
7:30 am Pierre Flecher +
12:15 pm Consecrated Life and Priestly Vocations (int.)
Thursday, March 23, 2017 - St. Turibius
7:30 am Mary Falbo +
12:15 pm Joseph Ondrula +
Friday, March 24, 2017 – Blessed Oscar Romero
7:30 am Fr. Bill Swengros (int.)
12:15 pm Yvonne Loschar +
Saturday, March 25, 2017 – The Annunciation of the Lord
8:30 am Vicenta Alquizola +
5:30 pm Edward Geary, Jr. +
7:30 pm Muriel T. Russell +
Sunday, March 26, 2017 – Fourth Sunday of Lent
7:30 am Loretta Major +
9:00 am Francis X. Maloney +
10:45 am Maria Ferrey Smith +
12:30 pm St. Paul Parishioners (int.)
2:00 pm MDS Dialogo Matrimonial 4th Anniversary (int.)
5:30 pm Diego Gonzalez +

Readings for the Week of March 12th
Sunday:
Monday:
Tuesday:
Wednesday:
Thursday:
Friday:
Saturday:
Sunday:

Ex 17:3-7 / Rom 5:1-2, 5-8 / Jn 4:5-42
2 Sm 7:4-5a, 12-14a, 16 / Mt 1:16, 18-21, 24a
Dn 3:25, 34-43 / Mt 15:21-35
Dt 4:1, 5-9 / Mt 5:17-19
Jer 7: 23-28 / Lk 11:14-23
Hos 14:2-10 / Mk 12:28-34
Is 7:10-14; 8:10 / Lk 1:26-38
1 Sm 16:1b, 6-7, 10-13a / Eph 5:8-14 / Jn 9: 1-41

Please note: Our Parish Disciple Maker
Survey has been extended until March
20th Please ﬁnd the link at
www.stpaulchurch.com. Your opinion
matters! Help us know how we can
improve! Thank you!

Faith in Action: Jesus reminds us
that
material
things,
even
something as basic as water, can
never satisfy us for long. When we build
our lives around material possessions we
always want more. True Joy and Peace only
comes when we follow Jesus; when we
become more “God-centered” and less
“self-centered”.
Living Faith: Together as
a family or in a group of
friends
discuss
what
makes you really happy or is happiness
temporary? How can you start following
Jesus in little increments. Give examples.

Living Stations of the Cross
TEENS and YOUNG ADULTS!!!
Are you interested in being a part or helping
coordinate our annual LIVING STATIONS OF
THE CROSS on Good Friday,
April 14 at noon? Please come
and join us!
Call Carmen Cayon at 813-9613023 for more information.

As we prepare to
celebrate Father Bob’s
25th Anniversary of his
ordination, we could
really use your help.
Could you please send
any pictures that you
may have of Father
Bob
to
jayarajedward@yahoo.com

S.O.S. Human Traﬃcking Ministry
Please note that our SOS Human
Traf)icking Meeting will be held on
Thursday, April 6th at 7 pm in the
Parish Center room C.
Everyone is welcome!

“Everyone who drinks this water will be thirsty again.” JOHN 4:13

Outreach Ministries and Community Events
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St. Vincent De Paul
Pantry Hours Monday & Thursday 9am -12pm
Assistance Line: 813-264-3325

The two for one sales are a great way to provide food for
the less fortunate. One for Jesus and one for our own
cupboard. Remember Jesus said "what you do for the
least of my people you do for me.

Serving St. Paul Parishioners
for 25 Years!
Legal Consultation and Referral
Service on Mondays and
Wednesdays by appointment.
Please call 813-264-3307.

Counseling Services
oﬀered by
Dr. Pat Berne
Please call to make an
appointment
813-961-3023

Spiritual Motherhood for Priests Prayer Group meets
every Thursday after the 12:15 pm Mass in the Chapel.
Let’s pray for all of our Priests
St. Paul Divorced and Separated Support Group
Providing caring support for both women and men
experiencing separation or divorce. Meets every Friday at
7:30 pm in the Parish Center C. For more information
please contact Dom Henke at 813-205-1735.
“In the Wildﬂowers Retreat” for Women who have
suﬀered childhood sexual abuse
This 10-week private retreat will be held in St.
Petersburg on Saturdays beginning on February 25th. If
interested in participating in this retreat, please contact
Cathy
at
813-843-8969
or
email
her
at wildﬂowersretreats@gmail.com.

Pinellas Hope, a service of Catholic
Charities, is a temporary emergency
shelter for over 250 homeless men
and women, located in Clearwater on 20
acres, provided by the Diocese of St. Petersburg. It
opened its doors on December 1, 2007. Back-ground
checks are done on all the residents, and case managers
meet with them on a regular basis to set goals towards
self-suﬃciency. They also assist the residents with job and
housing placement and perform follow up visits with
them six months after they leave the shelter. Learn more
about Pinellas Hope and other Catholic Charities in our
Diocese at ccdosp.org "Amen I say to you, whatever you
did for one of these least brothers of mine, you did for
me." Matthew 25:40

Delight in a Rhine River Cruise
France, Germany & Switzerland
With Guest Speaker, Sister Theresa Betz
November 24 - December 2, 2017
Register NOW!
For a brochure, more information, or to register-- call Sr.
Theresa at 216-469-9184 or e-mail her at tbetz@ndec.org

STARTING FROM $2498*

TAXES & FEES APPLY

Shawls of Hope meeting Friday, March 24th at 10am.
For information call Janet 781-879-7759.

Join Dan Burke founder of Avila Foundation at CHRIST
THE KING CATHOLIC CHURCH on Saturday, March 25th
from 8:00 AM to 12:00 Noon $25 per person Each
participant will receive a bag of materials including one of
Dan’s books and a voucher for a free Mini-Course on
Prayer To register, go to Spiritual Direction.com/Events
no later than March 18th, 2017. Questions? Email
Events@MyAvila.com

Faithful from across Tampa Bay are invited to
experience this one-of-a-kind musical at St. Stephen
Catholic Church. Eight Shows May 18-21. For show
times and dates and to purchase tickets please visit
http://tctl.ﬁndmyperfectjob.net/show-times/

