Sunday April 2, 2017

Fifth Sunday in Lent

St. Paul Catholic Church
and Preschool
www.StPaulChurch.com

12708 N Dale Mabry Hwy. Tampa, FL 33618 - 813-961-3023

We welcome baby Ariana, and all the
children who have been baptized this
past weeks. You are the joy of our
parish and we look forward to seeing
you grow as disciples of Christ.

Panama Mission Team

Easter Schedule
Sunday, April 16, 2017

7:30am Sunrise Mass
in the Church
9am Mass in the Church
and in the Family Center
10:45am Mass in the
Church and in the Family
Center
12:30pm Mass in the
Church
12:30pm Misa em
portugues no Centro de
Familia
2pm Misa en español en la
Iglesia
5:30pm Life Teen Mass in
the Church
Come and bring your
family and friends!
"Formed by Word and Sacrament, we, the people of St. Paul Catholic Church, are a
Spirit-led, Eucharist-centered, vibrant multicultural Christian community of faith,
living our love for God and neighbor
while growing together as disciples of Christ."

Growing together as disciples of Christ
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My Dear Friends,

All are Welcome!
Weekend Masses
Saturday Masses
8:30am Mass
(Morning Prayer and
Benediction 8:10am)

Saturday Vigil
Mass 5:30pm
Missa em
Português: 7:30pm

Sunday Masses
7:30am, 9:00am,
10:45am, 12:30pm,
5:30pm
Misa en Español: 2:00pm

Weekday Masses
Monday to Friday
7:30am and 12:15pm
First Friday Mass 7:30pm
Saturday - 8:30am
(Morning Prayer and
Benediction 8:10am)

Reconciliation/
Confession
Saturdays 10am and 4pm
or upon request
24 Hour Eucharistic
Adoration

Every Wednesday
8am to 9pm
Every Friday 8:30am
to Saturday 8:20am
Morning Prayer
Monday - Friday 7:10am
Saturday 8:10am
Anointing of the Sick
Every Second Saturday of the
Month at 8:30am
Church Office Address:

12708 N. Dale Mabry Hwy
Tampa, FL 33618-2802
813.961.3023
Fax 813.962.8780
Office Hours: 8am to 4pm
www.StPaulChurch.com
Email:
ParishCommunications@StPaulChurch.com

Our Vision Statement:
“Growing Together
as Disciples of Christ.”

As we come to the “home stretch” of Lent, we are invited to listen to Jesus as he
beckons us to crawl out from the dark tomb of death, to be unleashed from our
bindings of sin, and to begin life anew in Him. How is this possible? First of all, pray for
the grace to be attentive to the voice of our friend Jesus. Second, make every effort to
come to the Sacrament of Reconciliation this week. It is being offered Monday through
Thursday evenings throughout our deanery at 7pm: Monday at Most Holy Redeemer,
Tuesday, here at St Paul, Wednesday at Corpus Christi, and Thursday at St. Timothy.
Third, take a good look at what is binding you. It could be grief, unforgiveness,
bitterness, depression, anxiety, addictions, lust, gluttony, avarice, pride, sloth, envy,
greed ... Ask God for the grace to be unbound, freed from all that prevents you from
truly being the person God has called you to be. If you need help, seek counseling or
spiritual direction. God created us to be people of freedom, of joy, and of peace. I pray
that this week will be one of healing for you!
Next weekend is Palm Sunday of the Lord’s Passion. We are so blest to live in Florida
with so many beautiful palm trees. Please bring a branch from home so that you can
welcome the Lord into the Jerusalem of your heart with style! (We will have the normal
commercially purchased palms on hand as well.)
Palm Sunday also marks the start of Holy Week. Please see this bulletin or the Lenten
Highlights 2017 magazine we mailed to you for all the other events of Holy Week. The
Seder Supper on Monday night at 6:30pm is a must for anyone serious about their faith.
The Living Stations on both Wednesday night at 7pm and Good Friday at noon are not
to be missed. The Sacred Triduum of Holy Thursday’s Mass of the Lord’s Supper at
7pm, Good Friday with all of our services, and the great Easter Vigil and Sunday Masses
are certainly “must attends” for us all! Please mark your calendars and invite your
friends!
On another note, we have installed a new bathroom in the St. Michael Cabin to serve
you better and completed the new doors by the choir. The Shrine in honor of Our Lady
of Good Health is coming in nicely and we are completing the designs for the
renovation of our piazza this summer. We have upgraded the sound system on the
Peace Path and are in the process of extending audio/video capabilities in our Family
Center. The installation of a life-size outdoor crucifix, Padre Pio statue, and statue of
the Madonna and Child are in the works.
We are presently interviewing for a new Director for our Preschool and Youth Minister.
If you or anyone you know is interested in either of these positions, please contact the
parish office.
Finally, thank you for completing your pledge to the Annual Pastoral Appeal. Your
generous donation funds so many vital ministries throughout our diocese. For
example, whoever we hire for the Preschool Director and Youth Minister will work
closely with the diocesan offices. They will provide training, support, and guidance in
order to help us provide the highest quality education and faith formation for both our
youngest parishioners as well as our teens. In addition, your donation financially
supports our parish since what is not raised through pledges must be paid through our
offertory. Since APA funds are not assessed, every dollar given to the Appeal is like
giving $1.20 to the parish. Thank you for your generous donation. Pledge envelopes
are in the narthex of the Church. Thank you and may God bless you!
Growing together as disciples of Christ,

“Jesus said to her, ‘Did I not tell you that if you believe you will see the glory of God?” (Jn 11:40).

Parish Upcoming Events
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Communal Reconciliation Services
Tuesday, April 4
7pm
St. Paul Catholic Church

LET’S PRAY THE

On Holy Thursday,

the Young Adult Group invites
parishioners to join in our visit to the three Churches for
prayer and adoration, following the Mass of the Lord’s
Supper at Saint Paul. We will gather in the piazza at
9:30pm. For youth 17 and younger please be accompanied
by parent or guardian, or a letter permitting you to join
us. We spend 10 minutes at each church, we will pray
together and then head to the next church.
St Mary 9:45pm
15520 North Boulevard, Tampa, FL 33613

Lenten Mission follow-up
with Sister Theresa Betz
Next session is

Wednesday, April 5

at 11:15am
in the Parish Center

Most Holy Redeemer 10:30pm
10110 N Central Ave, Tampa, FL 33612 · (813) 933-2859
St Lawrence 11:00PM
5225 N Himes Ave, Tampa, FL 33614
Return to St. Paul’s 12 Midnight
Those interested we will gather at Joe's New York Diner
11701 N Florida Ave, Tampa Open 24 hours for breakfast.
For more information
please contact
St. Paul Office
Fr. Stephan Brown, SVD
(813)961-3023

REJOICE
IN HOPE

Thank you for your generosity
If you haven’t given, won’t you
please consider a gift?
Goal:
Pledged to date:
# of Pledges:
% of Goal:

Join us every Friday in Lent at 3pm, and 7pm

$ 437,478
259,065
491
59%

2017 Annual Pastoral Appeal

Welcome, Bienvenidos,
Bem-vindos to St. Paul!
First Friday Devotions:
This Friday is the first Friday of the month, a
beautiful opportunity to develop your
relationship with God. This is a good time to
examine your conscience and participate in
the Sacrament of Reconciliation. In addition
to our normal Friday daily Masses, we offer
a special Friday Mass at 7:30pm in commemoration of the
Sacred Heart of Jesus. We also offer Eucharistic
Adoration after the 7:30am Mass through to our Saturday
8:30am Mass. Please come and bring a friend!

Christ Heal Us!!
On the second Saturday of every month
during the 8:30 morning Mass, we will offer
the Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick.
This beautiful Sacrament is for all those
who are advanced in age as well as those
who suffer from a serious (grave) illness. It
is recommended for all those who are scheduled to be
admitted to a hospital for surgery later this month to be
anointed. This Sacrament can be received as often as
needed. Come and experience the healing touch of the
Divine Physician! 30pmf the Cross

Children's Corner
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Infant Baptism
‘I baptize you in the name of the Father,
and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit’

Excellence in Catholic preschool education for over 30 years

The baptism of a child is a special cause for joy and
celebration on the part of the Church, the whole
community of faith! Baptism is a birth into the
Christian community and is in every way as solemn and
important as birth itself. It is an event that needs to
be prepared for, and it can serve as a reminder to you
about your own faith and what it means to you. If you
have any questions regarding Infant Baptism, please
contact
Lizette
Espel
at:(961-3023;
LEspel@StPaulChurch.com)

We still have limited openings for the 2017-2018
school year. If you or someone you know is looking
for a preschool for a child who will be three or four by
September 1st you are in luck. We still have spots in
the following classes…
Five day 3 yr. olds- 8:15-11:30 Monday- Friday
Four yr. old program- 8:15-12 Monday- Friday
(we accept VPK vouchers for this program)
Both of these classes are eligible for our extended
day program which meets each day until 2 or 3pm.
Please visit our website at
www.StPaulCatholicPreschool.org

“Jesus said to her, ‘Did I not tell you that if you believe you will see the glory of God?” (Jn 11:40).

Liturgy Corner
Saints of God:

On Wednesday, we honor
St. Vincent Ferrar, OP., noted evangelist. He
was born on January 23, 1357 in Valencia,
Spain. In 1374, he entered the Dominican
order. He was noted for both his teaching and
preaching. He worked tirelessly to build the Church,
working to end the great schism and spread the Good
News of Christ throughout Europe. He died on this day
in 1419 and is honored as patron saint of builders for his
work in building the Church of Christ!
O God, Who hast adorned Blessed Vincent, Thy
confessor, with innumerable virtues and merits, and hast
accorded to his prayers the health of the sick and infirm,
grant, we beseech Thee, that after his example, despising
the earth and sighing after heaven, we may rise from our
iniquities, and by his holy intercession may merit to be
cured of the evils of soul and body. Through Christ our
Lord. Amen!

Please Pray for Peace
and Safety
Hans C. Arcand, 2nd LT. USAF
Martin O. Reina, USCG
Nicholas Ringo, III US Navy
Michael Dunkelberger, Master Sargent, USAF
Christopher A. Garcia, Officer, U.S. Navy
Mathew M Colon, Sgt., US Army
Richard Majette, Captain, USMC
Katrina Monti, Captain, PA US Army
Jonathan Monti, Major, PA US Army
Richard Sison Jr, 2nd Lt., USAF
Matthew Mooney, Captain, USAF
Curtis Gardner, Sergeant, USAF
Adriana Trigg, USAF
Anthony Mazzie, US Army
Luis Luccani, PO, US Navy
Austin Jacob Ferlita, Pvt2s, US Army
Josh C. Seal, PO, US Navy
Corinna Fleischmann, CDR, USCG.
Morganne Oyler, US Navy
Sean C. Andino, Ensign, US Navy
Thomas Krasnicki, Lt, US Navy
Brett Smith, US Marine Corp.
Dominick J. Agnes III, Sgt, US Marine Corps
 Brian J. Babin, SS, USMC
Spencer M. Brown, U.S. Army, Pvt.

To add a name to the list email
LRomano@StPaulChurch.com.
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Pope Francis: “During the 40 days of
Lent, as Christians we are invited to follow
in Jesus’ footsteps and face the spiritual
battle with the Evil One with the strength of the Word
of God. Not with our words: they are worthless. The
Word of God: this has the strength to defeat Satan. For
this reason, it is important to be familiar with the Bible:
read it often, meditate on it, assimilate it. The Bible
contains the Word of God, which is always timely and
effective. Someone has asked: what would happen
were we to treat the Bible as we treat our mobile
phone?; were we to always carry it with us, or at least a
small, pocket-sized Gospel, what would happen?; were
we to turn back when we forget it: you forget your
mobile phone — ‘oh! I don’t have it, I’m going back to
look for it’; were we to open it several times a day; were
we to read God’s messages contained in the Bible as we
read telephone messages, what would happen? Clearly
the comparison is paradoxical, but it calls for reflection.
Indeed, if we had God’s Word always in our heart, no
temptation could separate us from God, and no
obstacle could divert us from the path of good; we
would know how to defeat the daily temptations of the
evil that is within us and outside us; we would be more
capable of living a life renewed according to the Spirit,
welcoming and loving our brothers and sisters,
especially the weakest and neediest, and also our
enemies” (Pope Francis, Angelus, 5 March 2017).
Thought for the Day: “The Blessed Eucharist is the perfect
Sacrament of the Lord's Passion, since It contains Christ
Himself and his Passion.
– St. Thomas Aquinas

Our Parish Family
Welcome New Parishioners! Bienvenidos!
Yuslin Azamburo, Mr. and Mrs. Jose Arregui, Daniel Bandy,
Alberto Garcia, Philomena Johnson, Claudia McFadden.
Born into Eternal Life:
Amelia Pellegrino, Carol Sullivan, Josephine Spoto, Evelyn
Benitez, Bruce Lauer, Michael Scala, Kevin Garrett Farley,
Doris Lepa, S Julian Menendez, Marilyn Frances Reynolds,
Rafael Simon Gamez, Dustin Larmon , Rev. Cletus
Watson,T.O.R., Richard Molloy, Karima Sper, Sally Geda,
Daniel Dabrowski, Doris Lopez, William (Billy) Verity.
Please Pray for those who are sick in our Parish:
Aaron Ruiz, Johanna Sanchez, Greysen Feng, Mary
Giovenco, Christine White, Richard Schardt, Lorena
Zuluaga, Royman Torres, Helen Horton, Bob Huie, Ross
Massey, Aida Murphy, Cathy Lindberg, Max Zambrano, Leo
Murphy, Suzette Hillis, Marie Bobak, Wendy Cathell, Gabriel
Espinosa and Jane Miller. To add a name to the list email:
LRomano@StPaulChurch.com.

Reflections on Scripture
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Due to copyright restrictions, we cannot
print the Scriptures before the
reflections of Mr. Conroy. The Scripture
for today’s liturgy can be found in our
St. Paul App.

I. Ezekiel 37:12-14--The Lord Opens
the Graves
Reflection: This reading is the end of
the section called "Dry Bones." We
remember the Spiritual, don't we?
The verse prior to today's says, "Then
He said, 'Son of Man, these bones are
the whole House of Israel. They keep
saying, 'Our bones are dry, our hope
has gone; we are done for'." Hence,
the prophecy we read, that the Lord
will open the graves of his people,
was originally metaphorical. The
People of God were in captivity in
Babylon; they had lost their life in
God. All that remained of the vibrant
covenant was "dry bones." God
takes the initiative, and promises to
raise them from the death of exile
and separation, and bring them back
to Israel. But he promises that His
Spirit will revive them, that they will
once again live in Him. Twenty six
centuries later, we can see the
application to the raising of the Lord
on Easter, so that we are given the
chance for Life.
II. Romans 8:8-11--The Impact of
the Spirit.

By Jack Conroy, Ph.D.

Reflection:
Sometimes
it
is
unfortunate that the creators of the
Lectionary see the need to keep the
readings short. I recommend that
you read the entire 8th Chapter of
Romans, where St. Paul offers his
vision of what the "Spirit" means.
We read in Mass only a portion of this
important vision. But what we do
read is part of the center of his
thought. Here he talks of the "Spirit
of Christ," which gives vibrancy to
our life. He distinguishes between
the "life of the spirit" and the "life of
natural inclinations," in accordance
with his Greek view of the
separateness of soul and body. What
contemporary
theology
sees,
however, is the presence of Christ
within His Community, since by His
death we have been given the
opportunity of having the "right
relationship" with God. He who
made Christ present in His
Resurrection to the earliest followers
also makes Christ present to us, both
in the Eucharist and in the sharing of
the Spirit which is the Church.
III. John 11:1-45--Raising of Lazarus
Reflection: This well-known miracle
story is the last of the "signs" that we
see in St. John's Gospel. In a sense,
this summarizes all of Jesus' signs
and sayings: Through Him we have

Life.
The Fourth Evangelist is
extremely clear that the sign is
related to the message: "I am the
Resurrection..." If He brings life, then
the raising of Lazarus is merely an
external manifestation of the deeper
truth. Ironically, it was this event, the
giving of Life to the one who was
dead, that St. John uses as the
proximate cause of the authorities'
decision to kill Jesus.
They, of
course, could not possibly have
thought that the Spirit of God would
effect His own Resurrection. Hence,
whether it is the "Dry Bones" of
Ezekiel, the differentiation of Spirit
and Body by St. Paul, or this final,
climactic sign in St. John, the Church
insists today that we carefully
evaluate what "Life" really means; it
asks us, deep in Lent, to evaluate the
extent of our own being-in-death
today. The Church knows, through
two thousand years of experience, of
our fractured-ness, of our periodic
forgetfulness of what "Life" means,
and hence the adoption of a "living
death" of self-indulgence.
The
Church also offers a solution, and
celebrates that in our greatest feast,
Easter.

Bereavement Ministry
Ambassadors of St. Paul

We are so grateful to
our Knights for their
awesome work and
dedication during our
Lenten Fish Fry Fridays,
and the many events
they do for the
parishioners.
Many
Blessings to our Knights! Want to join the Knights?
Contact Jack at KofC@StPaulChurch.com

The purpose of this ministry is to provide support to
individuals who are experiencing grief through the
death of a loved one. The Church calls each member of
Christ's body to participate in the ministry of
consolation to care for the dying and to comfort all
who mourn. Our Lord is the example of comfort and
support to the grieving.
How can you volunteer? Persons capable of grief and
bereavement work with families and who are well
grounded in the Catholic faith are welcome to join this
beautiful ministry.
Contact: Diana McKinney at 748-2874
orBereavement@StPaulChurch.com

“Jesus said to her, ‘Did I not tell you that if you believe you will see the glory of God?” (Jn 11:40).
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Seder Supper Form
Immigration Resource Corner
 Our Citizenship Ministry is active and ready to

help every Thursday at 5:30pm in the Parish
Center.
 English as a Second Language Ministry meets
every Monday at 7 pm in the St. Michael
Building
 The Diocese of St. Petersburg, Catholic Charities
Immigration Program provides assistance with
applications, replacement of immigration documents,
petitions for family reunification, political asylum, and
many other services. Contact 727-893-1313 Ext. 208.
 Catholic Charities also offers Refugee services
providing resettling in the US assistance with housing,
food, clothing, education and employment. Contact:
813-631-4397.
 Florida Department of Children and Families Refugee
Services Program 1-866-762-2237
 St. Paul Parish offers Legal Consultation and referrals
thanks to the generosity of attorneys who are
available every Monday and Wednesday morning.
Contact 813-961-3023 to make an appointment.
Please contact us if you know of another resource center
that needs to be listed here. Contact us at 813-961-3023 or
email us at ParishCommunications@StPaulChurch.com.

St. Paul Seder Supper Reservation
Form
Please return completed forms to the
parish office or mail with payment to:
St. Paul Church Parish Office
Attention Faith Formation
MONDAY, APRIL 10 AT 6:30pm
To reserve your place write the name the names of the
people attending. Be sure to include the name and age
of the children in the family. Cost: $15.00 per person.
There is no charge for children age 12 and under.
1.___________________________________________________
2.__________________________________________________
3.__________________________________________________
4.__________________________________________________
5.__________________________________________________
6.__________________________________________________
Email _________________________________________
Address_______________________________________
Cell Phone______________
Checks may be made payable to St. Paul Catholic Church
Payment Amount Enclosed _____________

Covecrest Summer Camp
Life
Teen
provides
experiences
for
high
school teens where they
are able to be free and
confident in themselves,
develop new friendships with other
teens from your parish, and encounter
God working in their lives.

July 2 - 7, 2017
The cost is $650.00, deposit of $200 is needed now to
reserve. Scholarships are available!
For Information and registration form visit:
www.stpaulchurch.com/226
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St. Paul Faith Formation

We are rooted in Faith and growing in grace

HELP!!!

Important Dates to remember

We are blessed with a multitude of
donations from our families and parishioners, praise
God! However, we are still in need of individually
wrapped candy, small toys or stickers (not loose
jelly beans) to fill the plastic eggs for our Parish
Easter Egg Hunt. Please drop off your donation to
our Faith Formation office. Thanks for your help in
making our Easter Egg Hunt special for our kids!

REGISTRATION FOR THE 2017-18
CURRICULAR YEAR IS NOW IN PROGRESS!
If your child is not currently attending a Catholic
School, they should be registered in our parish
Religious Education Program. Please come by this
weekend and register them early in order to save
them a spot for next year!
If your child is over the age of 7 and
has not started preparing for First
Communion or is over the age of 13
and has not started to prepare for
Confirmation, please come see us
this weekend! We can help you

ST. PAUL PARISH

EASTER

EGG HUNT
Saturday, April 15,
2016
Starting at 10 am
Rain date: April 22

Featuring 3 Hunting Areas Based on Age:
Pavilion: 0-3 year olds
Playground: 4-6 year olds
Rosary Path: 7-10 year olds

Look for signage with balloons and
Staff/ Teen volunteers for assistance!

ٌ Seder Meal-All families are Welcome!
6:30pm-8:30pm in the Family Center.
Please fill out registration form and drop off in our
parish office.
ٌ Easter Egg Hunt on Saturday, April 16th 10am to
12pm Noon. Note rain date Saturday, April 22nd at
10am
ٌ First Holy Communion Rehearsal-Thursday May 4th ,
6:15pm in the Church. Please be prompt!
ٌ First Holy Communions are May 6th and May 7th.
Your Mass choice should already have been made.
If you have any questions, please call the Faith
Formation office now. It is not too late to inquire
about Faith Formation! 813-961-3023

“Jesus said to her, ‘Did I not tell you that if you believe you will see the glory of God?” (Jn 11:40).

Our Lenten Journey
Traditional Easter
Lamb Cake
The Lamb cake has been an Eastern Tradition in many
families for generations. All cakes will be made by the
Council Catholic Women. A suggested donation of $20.00
goes to support our St. Vincent De Paul Society. If you
would like to order a Lamb Cake please make
checks payable to St. Paul Council Catholic Women and
drop off the order form at the parish office no later than
April 4th.
Name __________________________________________
Phone (H)
Donation $20.00
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Traditional Easter Butter Lamb Class
Would you like to make an Easter Butter Lamb for your
Easter Table?
Please join the Council of Catholic ladies to learn how
on Tuesday, April 11th at 7pm in the Family Center.
Please bring 1lb of butter in sticks (no substitute) and a
plate. The Lamb is also part of the Eastern European
custom of Blessing of Baskets. The lamb signifies the
goodness and richness of Christ. If you plan on
attending the class, please call Mary Ellen (813) 961-0762
or Vickie (813) 728-9241 to save you a space. Hope to see
you at the
class.

(C)
_______Cash

______Check

* Pick up your cake on Saturday April 15th. in the Family Center.

SYNOPSIS OF CHURCH
HISTORY SESSIONS:
The 2000 year history of our
Catholic Church is being studied by
our Parishioners under the
guidance of Fr. Bob Romaine in 20
Sessions spanning the whole year.
We are looking at covering 100 or so years of history in
every session. So far we have covered 13 sessions and 7
more to go to complete the Study. We follow the DVD
Presentation by Professor Steve Weidenkopf from
Ascension Press followed by discussions.
We started studying the early Church and heresies of that
time and how the Church combated those false teachings
and reaffirmed the true teachings through Church
Councils. Then came the Persecution of Christians by the
Roman Empire. Having survived the Persecution, the
Church grew in numbers as a fruit of the martyrdom of
the early Christians. To protect the Holy Land, Church
stood by the Christian warriors during the Crusades.
Once the outside troubles subsided, the internal struggles
erupted. Due to a few weak leaders, Church had to deal
with western Schism which was resolved through the
efforts of St. Catherine of Siena and other holy People.
The big internal blow to the Church was the Split in the
Church brought about by Martin Luther.
That's where we are at the moment.
The next session is on April 4, 2017 at 7 pm in the Church
and we invite all parishioners to join us! How wonderful it
is to know the history of our great Catholic Church! Please
come and bring your friends.

Join us!

Every Friday in Lent

5-7pm

Dine-in at the Family Center or
Order to Go
Adults - $8.00 • Youth - $5.00
Children 10 and under - FREE!

Sponsored by:

Knights of Columbus
Ambassadors of St. Paul [Council 11211]

Adult Faith Formation
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Ask It Basket: “I notice that sometimes the
verse is skipped during the Gospel Acclamation
during daily Mass. Why?” The simple reason
is that it is optional! The General Instruction to the
Roman Missal is clear that one or both may be omitted.
This is particularly true during the Lenten Season in order
to emphasize the somber, penitential character of the
Season. (If you have a question for the Ask It Basket,
please contact FrBill@StPaulChurch.com).

Mission to Jamaica in
January 2018
Are you interested in doing
mission work on the island of Jamaica?
We are currently making arrangements for a small group
of parishioners, accompanied by our Pastor, Father Bill, to
travel to Jamaica in January 2018 to help the elderly and
disabled. For further information, or to express your level
of interest in getting involved, please contact Richard
Hosein at rhhosein@yahoo.com or 941-993-2619.

Altar Server Diocesan Appreciation Mass

Congratulations to Geovanny Hillis for receiving the
award of Altar Sever of the Year! Congratulations also
to Danilo Pavan, Steven
Cervin,
Brianna
Roldano, Erick and
Adrian Magalhaes and
Kristian
Giannan
representing our St.
Paul Altar Servers!
Are you as smart as a 5th grader? There are many
forms of prayer: praise, thanksgiving, petition,
forgiviness, blessings ... What form of prayer is offered
for the needs of our community and the world?

Deo Gratias:

Pictured here is our own parishioner and
nursery attendant, Natalie Kendziorki with
Rep. Thad Altman at Campus Ministry Liaison
Day at the Capitol.
We admire your
involvement and contribution to your peers.

A. Intercessory prayer.

Please join me in thanking
all our musicians. We are blest to be able
to enjoy beautiful music at every liturgy,
thanks to our exceptionally dedicated and
talented staff and volunteers. Please be sure to stop by
and thank them after Mass today! This week we
received bulletins from parishes in Massachusetts and
Florida. May God bless you!

Helping Hands Needed!
Palm Sunday is fast approaching and we are in
need of your help separating palms so we
would have plenty for our weekend Masses of
Palm Sunday of the Lord’s Passion.
Also, we will be changing our missal books
in the church. Please join us on Thursday,
April 6 and Friday, April 7 after the
12:15pm Mass.

On a Lighter Note: What do you call a priest in
charge of the school play?

**NEW** MEN’S MINISTRY

The spiritual director.

Brothers United in Christ
The mission of the St. Paul’s
Brothers United in Christ is to
provide a safe, trusting and nonjudgmental forum for men striving to increase their faith
and relationship with our Lord, Jesus Christ, to discuss
openly on our daily struggles and provide
encouragement and accountability for one another in
living out this goal. We begin and end with prayer.
For more information contact: George Armenia, Jr.
813-924-3464; garmenia7@gmail.com

Looking
Ahead!

April 4 - Communal

Penance Service 7pm
April 5 - Lenten Mission
Follow-up with Sr. Theresa
Betz 11:15a
April 7 - Last Fish Fry 57pm
April 9 - Palm Sunday
April 10 - Seder Supper
6:30pm

April 12 - Via Crucis 7pm
April 13 - Mass of the

Lord’s Last Supper 7pm
April 13 - Visita Iglesias
April 14 - Good Friday
April 15 - Easter Vigil
April 16 - Easter Sunday
April 23 - Divine Mercy
Sunday special Mass at
3pm
June 5-9 PSA All Sports
Camp

“Jesus said to her, ‘Did I not tell you that if you believe you will see the glory of God?” (Jn 11:40).

Stewardship a Way of Life
Have You Made Your Gift of Hope Yet?
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Coffee & Donuts
YOUR HOST TODAY:

Please give to the 2017 Annual Pastoral
Appeal. Your gift will mean so much to so
many! Envelopes are in the Narthex.

A Mercy-Filled Lent
Lent offers us a chance to consider
prayerfully our relationship with God. And
Scripture offers a few suggestions for
how we might do this. Some of the most
powerful are the Corporal Works of
Mercy. In the Gospel of Matthew, Jesus says that those who will
inherit the kingdom are those who gave him food when he was
hungry and drink when he was thirsty and those who visited him in
prison. “Whatever you did for one of these least brothers of mine,
you did for me,” he advised (25:40).
The Corporal Works of Mercy are feeding the hungry, giving drink
to the thirsty, clothing the naked, sheltering the homeless, visiting
the sick, visiting the imprisoned and burying the dead. These
actions are powerful for a number of reasons. One is that these
works force us to recognize Christ in our neighbors—even in
neighbors we may not like or may be wary of. They remind us that
Christ is found in unexpected places and unlikely or vulnerable
people. The works of mercy remind us that we must be open to
the God of surprises.
Second, these works remind us that Christ works through us. We
are called to reach out to others and, through God’s grace, to build
the kingdom of God on earth. It is easy to think that we will do
these things eventually, that we can start to serve others when
work settles down or our lives become less busy. But the Lenten
season calls us to make time now and to start, even in small ways,
paying attention to where Christ leads us.
Third, the Corporal Works of Mercy remind us that we can grow in
our relationship with Christ by building up and being part of an
active community of loving, giving people here on earth. These
works remind us that we are part of the body of Christ and that
being a part of that community comes with both great gifts and
great challenges. (excerpted from America Magazine, 2-14-2014)

Corporal Works of Mercy
To feed the hungry
To give drink to the thirsty
To clothe the naked
To shelter the homeless
To visit the sick
To visit the imprisoned
To bury the dead
At St. Paul’s we are very blessed to have 14 Ministries of Mercy with
some of the most loving and committed ministry members. They
embrace the Corporal Works of Mercy. A list of these ministries and
their contacts can be found in the Ministry Directory or you can call
Nancy at 961-3023 or jnkissane@stpaulchurch.com for more info.
Have you committed to journey with Christ this lent?
If not, there is still time by considering how you can be the face of
Christ to those in need.

Council of Catholic Women
They are back once again to host the
Coffee and Donuts. They do so much for the parish that
it’s hard to keep up with them, the last event being the
great St. Joseph Table feast.
For more information about the Council of Catholic
Women contact Laura Gregory at
CatholicWomen@StPaulChurch.com

Thank you for your generous
support of The Catholic Relief
Services Collection and for helping Jesus in disguise.
Your contributions will make a difference for the poor
and marginalized around the world.
If you missed the collection, it’s not too late to give! Just
visit www.usccb.org/nationalcollections and click on the
“How to Give” link on the left.
Thank you for your generosity!

Giving Greener
Are you trying to cut down on the
paper you use? Then, online giving is
the way to go. You can set up the
amount that you would like to give on a schedule that
meets your needs, and you never have to worry about
writing another check, forgetting your envelope, or having
cash in your wallet. Our parish greatly appreciates all those
who choose to give in this manner as it helps us maintain a
consistent cash flow and pay all of our bills in a timely
manner. Go to our website ... www.stpaulchurch.com and
click on the Online Giving link. If you would rather, there
are forms in the Narthex, or you can
contact Michael Maloney our Parish Manager at
961-3023. It’s simple!
It’s Safe!
And, it keeps God at the top of your giving list.

Weekly Offertory
Sunday, March 19, 2017
Offertory:
Online Giving:
Attendance:
Envelopes:

$ 23,802
$ 15,716
3,783
786

Thank you for your Generosity!
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Mass Intentions

Mass Intentions for the Week of April 2nd
Saturday, April 1 2017
5:30 pm Marie Bobak (int.)
7:30 pm Tereza Cleary (int.)
Sunday, April 2, 2017 – Fifth Sunday of Lent
7:30 am Francois Latourte +
9:00 am Bob Silah +
10:45 am Rolando Linare Rivera, Sr. +
12:30 pm Michael and Mike Hingson +
2:00 pm St. Paul Parishioners (int.)
5:30 pm Simon George +
Monday, April 3, 2017
7:30 am Rhonda Kopsell +
12:15 pm Tatsuko Date +
Tuesday, April 4, 2017
7:30 am Dorothy Merwin Gaster +
12:15 pm Enrique Gonzalez +
Wednesday, April 5, 2017 - St. Vincent Ferrar, OP
7:30 am Antonio Santos +
12:15 pm Consecrated Life and Priestly Vocations (int.)
Thursday, April 6, 2017
7:30 am Sergio Antonio Pagas +
12:15 pm Jose and Maria Paulos +
Friday, April 7, 2017
7:30 am Jack Meal +
12:15 pm Ann E. Maloney +
7:30 pm Shirley Ashabranner +
Saturday, April 8, 2017
8:30 am Knights of Columbus (int.)
5:30 pm Janet Swengros (int.)
7:30 pm Danna and Joe De Ville (int.)
Sunday, April 9, 2017 – Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord
7:30 am Ana Lombardi +
9:00 am Jaroslaw P. Miernik +
10:45 am Sander Slouha +
12:30 pm Olga Rovayo +
2:00 pm Deacon John Sierra +
5:30 pm St. Paul Parishioners (int.)

Guidelines for the Reception of
Holy Communion
As
Catholics
we
believe that the Christ
is truly, really, and
substantially present
in the Eucharist - Body
and Blood, Soul and
Divinity. It is the heart and summit of our
Church because it is the Real Presence of
Christ (Jn 6). It serves as the sign of our
unity or communion with Christ and with
His Church. St. Paul warns us to always
approach the altar worthily (1 Cor 11:28-29).
Active Catholics who have already received
their First Holy Communion, are in a state of
grace, and have fasted for an h/our are
welcome to share in Holy Communion. All
others are invited to come forward for a
blessing with their arms folded across their
chest. The full guidelines are printed in the
front cover of our worship aide.
Faith in Action: Many of us say that
we believe in God. We go to
church on Sunday. We volunteer
for events at our parish. But when life gets
hard, the pressure is on, things aren’t going
our way, do we really believe, do we really
put our trust in the Lord? When we live a
life of gratitude, being thankful for the gifts
we have been given, we really do see that
God is providing all that we need.
Living Faith: Have you ever
experienced a loss like Mary and
Martha? How did the Lord help

Readings for the Week of April 2nd
Sunday:
Monday:
Tuesday:
Wednesday:
Thursday:
Friday:
Saturday:
Sunday:

Ez 37: 12-14 / Rom 8-11 / Jn 11:1-45
Dn 13:1-9, 15-17, 19-30, 33-62 / Jn 8:1-11
Nm 21:4-9 / Jn 8:21-30
Dn 3:14-20, 91-92, 95 / Jn 8:31-42
Gn 17:3-9 / Jn 8:51-59
Jer 20:10-13 / Jn 10:31-42
Ez 37:21-28 / Jn 11:45-56
Mt 21: 1-11 / Phil 2:6-11 / Mt 26:14—27:66

Mark your calendars!
Father Bob’s 25th Anniversary of his Ordination
Sunday, May 7th
Mass at 9:00 am with reception to follow
Bishop Gregory Parks will be joining us for this special
celebration.

you?

Parish pilgrimage to Our Lady of
Guadalupe!
Fr. Bill is leading a 7 day
pilgrimage to Mexico June 19-27, 2017. We
will visit the Basilica of Our Lady of
Guadalupe on several days. We will also see
the site of the fifth apparition in Tupetiac,
the pyramids of Teotihuacan, the incredible
city of Puebla and much more. For more
information, please contact Margie at 800644-4659. There are brochures in the
narthex of the church as well.

“Jesus said to her, ‘Did I not tell you that if you believe you will see the glory of God?” (Jn 11:40).

Outreach Ministries and Community Events
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St. Vincent De Paul
Pantry Hours Monday & Thursday 9am -12pm
Assistance Line: 813-264-3325

Do you try not to waste food? I know I do, always
thinking someone might be hungry. Lets economize a bit
and help with the feeding of all of God's people. Thank
you from the SVDP members.

Serving St. Paul Parishioners
for 25 Years!
Legal Consultation and Referral
Service on Mondays and
Wednesdays by appointment.
Please call 813-264-3307.

Counseling Services
offered by
Dr. Pat Berne
Please call to make an
appointment
813-961-3023

Spiritual Motherhood for Priests Prayer Group meets
every Thursday after the 12:15 pm Mass in the Chapel.
Let’s pray for all of our Priests
St. Paul Divorced and Separated Support Group
Providing caring support for both women and men
experiencing separation or divorce. Meets every Friday at
7:30 pm in the Parish Center C. For more information
please contact Dom Henke at 813-205-1735.
“In the Wildflowers Retreat” for Women who have
suffered childhood sexual abuse This 10-week private
retreat will be held in St. Petersburg on Saturdays
beginning on February 25th.
If interested in
participating in this retreat, please contact Cathy at 813843-8969 at wildflowersretreats@gmail.com.
S.O.S. Human Trafficking Ministry
Please note that our SOS Human Trafficking Meeting will
be held on Thursday, April 6th at 7 pm in the Parish
Center room C.
Everyone is welcome!
Ladies: How would you like to
spend your time helping women
who are pregnant and their
families?
Training will be provided. We
always need bilingual (Spanish/
English) volunteers. We do have
opportunities for high school teen girls looking for service
hours.
The Center is open on Monday thru Thursday from 9:00
am – 4:00 pm. The clinic is one mile north of Van Dyke
Road at 18560 North Dale Mabry Highway, Lutz - just
south of the entrance of Cheval. Call Jill Casciello at (813)
948-7734 or emailjill.casciello@gstampa.org.

Ten years ago, the Catholic
bishops of the United States
initiated the Catholic Campaign
to End the Use of the Death
Penalty. Since that time,
significant gains have
been
made. Several states, including New York, New Jersey,
New Mexico, Illinois, Connecticut, Maryland and most
recently Nebraska, have ended the use of the death
penalty, and other states have enacted moratoria. Death
sentences are at their lowest level since the
reinstatement of the death penalty in 1976. Our faith
tradition offers a unique perspective on crime and
punishment, one grounded in mercy and healing,
punishment for its own sake. No matter how heinous the
crime, if society can protect itself without ending a
human life, it should do so. Today, we have this capability.
The Lord never ceases his loving pursuit of us in our
brokenness and sin, offering us the choice of life over
death. The use of the death penalty cuts short any
prospect for transforming the condemned person’s soul
in this life. Catholic opposition to the death penalty,
then, is rooted in mercy. It is also eminently pro-life, as it
affords every opportunity for conversion, even of the
hardened sinner. As followers of Jesus, we have the
inescapable responsibility of choosing to be
unconditionally pro-life. United States Council of Catholic Bishops
Shawls of Hope Ministry Upcoming Meeting will be
Friday, April 7th at 10am in the Parish Center.

