Sunday April 23, 2017

Divine Mercy Sunday

St. Paul Catholic Church
and Preschool
www.StPaulChurch.com
12708 N Dale Mabry Hwy. Tampa, FL 33618 - 813-961-3023

Thank you Anita and Alex Vasquez
for offering your musical talent to our
parish all year long. This past week
you made our Divine Mercy Novena
so special for all. Thank you!

Prayer for Priests
Heavenly Father,
please grant to
your faithful servants,
the grace and strength
to carry out your mission
for the Church each day.
Keep our priests close to you
and continue to inspire them
to serve others
in your holy name.
Please help to inspire men
who are called to a priestly
vocation
to answer your call
and participate
in the fullness that you have
planned for them.
Amen.

"Formed by Word and Sacrament, we, the people of St. Paul Catholic Church,
are a Spirit-led, Eucharist-centered, vibrant multicultural Christian
community of faith, living our love for God and neighbor
while growing together as disciples of Christ."

Growing together as disciples of Christ
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This Sunday is Divine Mercy Sunday

All are Welcome!
Weekend Masses
Saturday Masses
8:30am Mass
(Morning Prayer and
Benediction 8:10am)

Saturday Vigil
Mass 5:30pm
Missa em
Português: 7:30pm

Sunday Masses
7:30am, 9:00am,
10:45am, 12:30pm,
5:30pm
Misa en Español: 2:00pm

Weekday Masses
Monday to Friday
7:30am and 12:15pm
First Friday Mass 7:30pm
Saturday - 8:30am
(Morning Prayer and
Benediction 8:10am)

Reconciliation/
Confession
Saturdays 10am and 4pm
or upon request
24 Hour Eucharistic
Adoration

Every Wednesday
8am to 9pm
Every Friday 8:30am
to Saturday 8:20am
Morning Prayer
Monday - Friday 7:10am
Saturday 8:10am
Anointing of the Sick
Every Second Saturday of the
Month at 8:30am
Church Oﬃce Address:

12708 N. Dale Mabry Hwy
Tampa, FL 33618-2802
813.961.3023
Fax 813.962.8780
Oﬃce Hours: 8am to 4pm
www.StPaulChurch.com
Email:
ParishCommunications@StPaulChurch.com

Our Vision Statement:
“Growing Together
as Disciples of Christ.”

My Friends,
Our celebration of the Easter mystery continues as we celebrate Divine Mercy
Sunday. Requested in 1931 by our Lord in a private revelation to Saint Sister M.
Faustina Kowalska, the Feast of Divine Mercy is not only a day designated for
the worship of God’s mercy, but also a day of grace for all people. Jesus
promised, “I desire that the Feast of Mercy be a refuge and shelter for all souls,
especially for poor sinners. On that day, the very depths of My tender mercy are
open. I pour out a whole ocean of graces upon those souls who approach the
Fountain of My mercy. The soul that will go to Confession, and receive Holy
Communion shall obtain complete forgiveness of sins and punishment. On that
day, all the divine ﬂoodgates through which graces ﬂow are opened” (Diary,
699). “Whoever approaches the Fountain of Life (Holy Communion) on this day
will be granted complete forgiveness of sins and punishment” (Diary, 300).
To that end, St John Paul II granted a plenary indulgence to all those who 1) in a
church this day, 2) pray the Chaplet of Divine Mercy or a prayer to the merciful
Lord Jesus (e.g. “Merciful Jesus, I trust in you!”) or perform an act of mercy, 3)
go to Confession, 4) receive Holy Communion, 5) pray for the Holy Father’s
intentions (Our Father, Hail Mary, Creed), and 6) renounce any attachment to
sin, including venial sin. The Chaplet of Mercy is found in this bulletin. (page 10)
You are cordially invited to attend today’s celebration of Divine Mercy at 3pm
in the Family Center. (Remember, you are welcome to receive Communion
twice in one day.) To help you prepare, there will be a few priests available for
confessions from 2-2:50pm. I also encourage you to join one of our Cenacles of
Divine Mercy (see page 7 of this bulletin for more information). It is a
wonderful way to be “immersed in the ocean of God’s mercy!”
On another note, on Wednesday night, April 26 at 7pm in the Family Center, I
will be sharing about my recent mission to Kingston, Jamaica and my service
with the Missionaries of the Poor, helping the poorest of the poor. I would like
to invite you to join me for another mission January 23-28, 2018. There is a very
limited number of spaces available so if you are interested, please come to the
meeting on Wednesday night. This mission is one more example of how our
parish family is living the message of Divine Mercy.
Growing together as disciples of Christ!

Fr. Bill Swengros
Pastor

“ Jesus, I trust In you!”

“"Jesus came and stood among them and said to them, ‘Peace be with you'" (Jn 20:19).

Parish Upcoming Events
You are all invited to
the Parish Encuentro
session on
Saturday Apr 29th
10am –5:30pm
This will be the culmination of our Encounter sessions,
and the information shared will become an important
part of our parish planning process.
Please come and bring others you have encountered
who are interested in how we can engage our teens
and young adults in the life of St. Paul’s!
We will have presentations / discussions in both English
and Spanish! We will meet in the Family Center
For more information please visit:
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/parish-v-encuentroparish-event-tickets-33536557747

Welcome, Bienvenidos,
Bem-vindos to St. Paul!
Father Bob Romaine
25 Anniversary of Ordination
to the Priesthood
th

Sunday, May 7th
9am Mass
Bishop Gregory Parks will be joining
us for this special celebration. A
reception will follow in the Family
Center.

REJOICE
IN HOPE
Thank you for your generosity
If you haven’t given, won’t you
please consider a gift?
Goal:
Pledged to date:
# of Pledges:
% of Goal:

$ 437,478
315,077
596
72%

2017 Annual Pastoral Appeal
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Eucharistic Adoration
We invite you, your family and
friends to join us every
Wednesday (8am-9pm)
Thursday (8am-9pm)
Friday(8am-Sat. 8am)
for Eucharistic Adoration to the
Blessed Sacrament.
“Spend as much time as possible in front
of the Blessed Sacrament and He will ﬁll
you with His strength and His power”
- Mother Theresa

“I am with you
always, to the
end of times”
Mt. 28:20

BACCALAUREATE MASS AND RECEPTION
We would like to invite
seniors to come to
celebrate their year with
us and to be recognized.
Sunday, May 7
5:30pm Mass
Reception follows right
after Mass.
Please RSVP with Carmen at Cayon@StPaulChurch.com

Do you love the devotion to Divine
Mercy, St John Paul II, or St
Faustina?
You are invited to join Fr. Bill on a parish
pilgrimage to Poland and Lithuania April
21-May 1, 2018. A special information
meeting will take place on Thursday,
May 11 at 7pm in the Family
Center. Spaces are limited and the
price is lower the earlier you make your
reservation! Please call Margie at 1-800-247-4659 for
more information.

Mission to Jamaica in
January 2018
Are you interested in doing
mission work on the island of Jamaica?
We are currently making arrangements for a small
group of parishioners, accompanied by our Pastor,
Father Bill, to travel to Jamaica in January 2018 to help
the elderly and disabled. For further information, or to
express your level of interest in getting involved,
please
contact
Richard
Hosein
at
rhhosein@yahoo.com or 941-993-2619.

Children's Corner
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Infant Baptism
‘I baptize you in the name of the Father,
and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit’

Excellence in Catholic preschool education for over 30 years

Easter Festivities !!
Just a reminder, the preschool is closed for the Easter
holidays. Have a blessed Easter and we look forward
to seeing everyone when we return this Monday.

Congratulations! We rejoice with you and your family in
welcoming your child into the Body of Christ through the
waters of Baptism during the month of March 2017. Please
pray for our 23 newly baptized members of the St. Paul
Parish Family:
Katrin Elizabeth Souza Mello, Gabriel Obed Hernandez, Coral
Beverlyann Hernandez, Logan Jack Partilla, Ariana Grace
Ulmer, Penelope Kate Waters, Hayden Marilyn Pizzi, Addison
Reese Pizzi, Laila Marie Aaron, Angeline Milva Campos,
Hendrix Ofortune Sylverain, Bradley Ryan Lynch, Riley
Harper Lynch, Riley Grace Peterson, Camilla Mary Prado,
Daleyza Rivera, Alexander Andreas Schechinger, Penelope
Rose Schechinger, Sair Alessandro Fraga Garcia, Lizbeth
Patricia Lopez Diaz, Emma Soﬁa Mantilla, Emilio Mendez
Hernandez & Anya Lopez.

Contact us at 813-264-3314; Maguiar@StPaulChurch.com or
visit our website for more information at
www.StPaulCatholicPreschool.org

We Welcome Demilsa Gomez to our
Nursery Ministry Team!
Demilsa graduated from Tampa Catholic
High School, and is currently at HCC under a
Liberal Arts major, though plans to pursue
an English Degree. “I have been raised in a
devout Dominican-Catholic family, and am
interested in reading and writing, theatre
and ﬁlm, and especially anything having to
do with history or intersectionality. I'm
happy to be able to join the Nursery team!”
Demilsa and her family are parishioners of
St. Paul and we are blessed to have her!
The St. Paul P.U.P. (Parents Uninterrupted Prayer) Nursery is open
to children ages 1-3 during the 9am and 10:45am Masses and is
located in the Main Church building right past the restrooms. The
Nursery Ministry is led by diocesan trained (Level II screened, safe
environment certiﬁed) team leaders. For more information about
the P.U.P. Nursery Ministry, please contact Lizette Espel
LEspel@StPaulChurch.com in the Parish Oﬃce.

“"Jesus came and stood among them and said to them, ‘Peace be with you'" (Jn 20:19).

Liturgy Corner
Saints of God:

On Tuesday we celebrate
the Feast of St. Mark the Evangelist. Many
biblical scholars believe that Mark was the
unnamed young man who ﬂed naked when
Jesus was arrested in the Garden of
Gethsemane (Mk 14:51). He is also usually identiﬁed as
Mark, friend of St. Peter (Acts 12:2; 1 Pt 5:13),
companion of Paul and cousin of Barnabas (Acts 13:13;
15:37-39; Col 4:10; 2 Tim 4:11; Phil 1:24), and inspired
author of the Gospel of Mark. Most agree that this
Gospel was written for the Gentile converts in Rome
sometime around 60 AD, using Saints Peter and Paul as
sources.
Tradition holds that he later went to
Alexandria where served as bishop. A great way to
observe the feast is to read the Gospel ... only sixteen
chapters long!

Please Pray for Peace
Please keep all Servicemen and women
in your prayers and especially those from
our church family:
♦Hans C. Arcand, 2nd LT. USAF
♦Martin O. Reina, USCG
♦Nicholas Ringo, III US Navy
♦Mathew M Colon, Sgt., US Army
♦Michael Dunkelberger, Master Sargent, USAF
♦Christopher A. Garcia, Oﬃcer, U.S. Navy
♦Richard Majette, Captain, USMC
♦Katrina Monti, Captain, PA US Army
♦Jonathan Monti, Major, PA US Army
♦Richard Sison Jr, 2nd Lt., USAF
♦Matthew Mooney, Captain, USAF
♦Curtis Gardner, Sergeant, USAF
♦Adriana Trigg, USAF
♦Anthony Mazzie, US Army
♦Luis Luccani, PO, US Navy
♦Austin Jacob Ferlita, Pvt2s, US Army
♦Josh C. Seal, PO, US Navy
♦Corinna Fleischmann, CDR, USCG.
♦Morganne Oyler, US Navy
♦Sean C. Andino, Ensign, US Navy
♦Thomas Krasnicki, Lt, US Navy
♦Brett Smith, US Marine Corp.
♦Dominick J. Agnes III, Sgt, US Marine Corps
♦ Brian J. Babin, SS, USMC
♦Spencer M. Brown, U.S. Army, Pvt.
♦John Erickson, Cpl US Army
To add your family member’s name serving on active duty,
please email LRomano@StPaulChurch.com.
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Pope

Francis:

“Jesus' attitude is
striking: we do not hear the words of
scorn, we do not hear words of
condemnation, but only words of love, of mercy, which
are an invitation to conversation. "Neither do I
condemn you; go, and do not sin again." Ah! Brothers
and Sisters, God's face is the face of a merciful father
who is always patient. Have you thought about God's
patience, the patience He has with each one of us? That
is His mercy. He always has patience, patience with us,
He understands us, He waits for us, He does not tire of
forgiving us if we are able to return to Him with a
contrite heart. "Great is God's mercy," says the
Psalm” (Pope Francis, Angelus, 17 March 2013).
Honoring our Military We would
honor our military by featuring one of
our active servicemen and women
every month in our bulletin. Please
send us a digital picture and a brief
story or special prayer at
ParishCommunications@StPaulChurch.com.

Thought for the Day:
“A humble soul does not trust itself, but places all its
conﬁdence in God.”
– St Faustina

Our Parish Family News
Welcome New Parishioners! Bienvenidos!
Brendan Gartner, Mr. and Mrs. David Sardia,
Mr. and Mrs. Armando Aguilar, Victor
Condezo, Mr. and Mrs. Kristopher Franquez,
Mr. and Mrs. Carlos Garcia, Araceli Gutierrez, Mr. and Mrs.
Kenneth Leviner, Lesly Lopez, Rayden Miguel, Eileen Valdes.
Congratulations in the Sacrament of Marriage: Jessica
Staﬀord and Michael Ellis
Born into Eternal Life:
Pedro Ruiz, Amelia Pellegrino, Carol Sullivan, Josephine
Spoto, Evelyn Benitez, Bruce Lauer, Michael Scala, Kevin
Garrett Farley, Doris Lepa, S Julian Menendez, Marilyn
Frances Reynolds, Rafael Simon Gamez, Dustin Larmon ,
Rev. Cletus Watson,T.O.R., Richard Molloy, Doris Lopez,
William Verity.
Please Pray for those who are sick in our Parish:
Arnold LoDuca, Aaron Ruiz, Johanna Sanchez, Greysen
Feng, Mary Giovenco, Christine White, Richard Schardt,
Lorena Zuluaga, Royman Torres, Helen Horton, Bob Huie,
Ross Massey, Aida Murphy, Cathy Lindberg, Max Zambrano,
Leo Murphy, Suzette Hillis, Marie Bobak, Wendy Cathell,
Gabriel Espinosa and Jane Miller. To add a name to the list
email: LRomano@StPaulChurch.com.

Reﬂections on Scripture
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Due to copyright restrictions, we cannot print
the Scriptures before the re.lections of Mr.
Conroy. The Scripture for today’s liturgy can
be found in our St. Paul App.

I. Acts of the Apostles 2:42-47
An Idealized Picture of the Earliest
Church
Reﬂection: This is one of a number of
"Summaries" that Luke includes in
Acts, describing the state of aﬀairs of
the young eschatological community.
Notice that (characteristic of many
new sects) they had a communal
economy; after all, with the onset of
the End Times, who would have any
need of material goods? Notice also
that the Temple was the focus of
their prayer life. The separation had
not yet occurred. The image is one of
a happy, enthusiastic, spirit-ﬁlled
community whose light was shared
by new adherents. It is an idealized
snapshot of the early, "honeymoon"
state of the community. It is clear
why they needed the help that St.
Paul agreed to provide (Gal. 2:10)

By Jack Conroy, Ph.D.

Reﬂection: We read a "Prologue" to
the rest of the letter, containing
essential elements later developed.
We see the ﬁrst doctrinal idea of the
power of Baptism, as a "rebegetting" of Christians, the opening
of New Life to the church through
the Resurrection. It is clear that he,
too, expected the End fairly
quickly...but needed to assure the
community that it may have to wait
"a little while," during which
suﬀering might occur that would test
its faith. Unfortunately, the current
translation that we read suggests
that the goal of faith is the salvation
of "your souls." The great Catholic
scholar, Paul Achtmeier cautions that
the context implies a salvation of a
psychosomatic unity; that the Greek
idea of a separate "salvation" is
inapplicable here.
This is an
eschatological text, wherein the
entire person, (not just part of him/
her) is to be saved.

Commissioning, where the Church is
sent into the world. Perhaps one of
the more remarkable historical
realities is that the Church, from its
earliest times was Evangelical....it
went out to others and proclaimed
Jesus as Lord. No other group has
ever had such a remarkable history of
bringing others into itself. 2) The
stirring story of Thomas brings to an
end any question that might have
lingered in readers'/hearers' minds as
to who Jesus was. 20:28 says it most
clearly in all the Gospels: "My Lord
and my God." And the following
blessing of those who have not seen,
but who have believed (directed at
us!) brings us close to the conclusion.
Finally, the entire purpose of the
Gospel is given in verse 31, the
original conclusion. Chapter 21 was
added by an unknown editor,
although it is just as "revealed" as the
ﬁrst 20 chapters.

III. John 20:19-31
The Clearest Expression of Who
Jesus Was/Is.

II. 1 Peter 1:3-9
An Early Theology of the Church.

Reﬂection: Two central themes
appear in this reading, which was
probably the original ending of the
Gospel.
1) Here we read of a

Ambassadors of St. Paul

The Knights participate in many events that help the
community. This past weekend they took part of the
fundraising for the Hillsborough County Special
Olympics. We are so grateful to our Knights for their
awesome work to the community.
Want to join the Knights?
Contact Jack Papesch at
KofC@StPaulChurch.com

XLT Praise and
Worship
Sunday, April 30
7:30pm

“"Jesus came and stood among them and said to them, ‘Peace be with you'" (Jn 20:19).

We are Resurrection People! Share your gifts!
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EXTRA TIME?
Do you have 4 hours a week that you
would like to give back to your Parish?
The Front Desk is looking for
personable, reliable, and motivated
individuals to work at the front desk.
Hours are either 8-12 or 12-4.
Training is provided. Please contact Peg at
FrontDesk@StPaulChurch.com or Gaby at 813-261-3023.

Would you like to proclaim
the word of God at our
5:30pm Sunday Mass?
This is a special invitation to
our youth to share your gifts
with your parish family.
We need your help in
spreading the Gospel and what better way than
through your example! Please contact Fr. Stephan
Brown, SVD if interested at 813-961-3023;
FrStephan@StPaulChurch.com
What is XLT? Exalt (XLT) is a powerful encounter
with Jesus Christ that will help you grow in your
faith. The night begins with praise and worship
music led by a live band. This leads into a witness
talk or teaching, followed by adoration in the

Catholic tradition. XLT will take place on April 30 at 7pm.

YOUTH MINISTER WANTED:
Are you looking for work
that is more than “Just a
job”? Are you a fully
initiated Catholic who
comes to Mass regularly?
Have you taught any
subject in a school before
and found that you enjoyed being an inﬂuencer?
Do you ﬁnd that teens naturally gravitate towards
you? Do you have a passion for sharing the love of
Christ with the middle or high schoolers? Are you
into microblogging? Do you thrive while multitasking? Do you like to work, pray, and play in a
diverse, ﬂexible, “never a dull moment” kind of
environment? Perhaps YOU are the one we are
looking for? If you are interested in learning more
about this position, contact Carmen Cayon at
ccayon@stpaulchurch.com

Our Cenacles in English language
meet at St. Paul. We also have
two groups in Spanish language
that meet at homes, and another
group in Portuguese language as
well. Please contact Katia to ﬁnd
out times and days. Thank you!

YOUTH SUMMER CAMPS
Covecrest Summer Camp
Life Teen provides experiences for high
school teens where they are able to be
free and confident in themselves, develop
new friendships with other teens from
your parish, and encounter God
working in their lives. The cost for this
retreat is $650.00, a deposit of $200 is
needed now.
Scholarships are
available! For registration: www.stpaulchurch.com/226

July 2 - 7

July 9-15, 2017

Good Samaritan Project A
retreat that provides our youth
with the opportunity to joyfully
serve the needs of our local
community and the Church.
www.dospgoodsamproject.org

Steubenville FL

June 30
to July 2

This High School Youth Conference will challenge
Catholic youth to stand firm in their faith, rely on the
awesome power of Jesus Christ who is their guide,
friend, and Savior, and show that faith to the world.
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St. Paul Faith Formation
We are rooted in Faith and growing in grace

REGISTRATION FOR THE 2017-18
CURRICULAR YEAR IS NOW IN PROGRESS!
If your child is not currently attending a Catholic
School, they should be registered in our parish
Religious Education Program. Please come by this
weekend and register them early in order to save
them a spot for next year!
If your child is over the age of 7 and has not started
preparing for First Communion or is over the age of
13 and has not started to
prepare for Conﬁrmation,
please come see us this
weekend! We can help you
begin the preparation.

Important Dates to remember
◌ ٌ First Holy Communion Rehearsal-Thursday

May 4th , 6:15pm in the Church. Please be
prompt!
◌ ٌ First Holy Communions are May 6th and
May 7th. Your Mass choice should already have been
made.
If you have any questions, please call the Faith
Formation oﬃce now. It is not too late to inquire about
Faith Formation! 813-961-3023
Special prayers this weekend as our youth preparing
for Conﬁrmation are gathered in a grace-ﬁlled retreat.
May the Lord ﬁll your hearts with the gifts of the Holy
Spirit and may he give you the strength to remain a
soldier of Christ forever.

Vacation Bible School

June 1212-16
Registration opens online
April 23 StPaulChurch.com

9am - Noon
$30
*Adult volunteers receive $5 discount.
An excellent opportunity for 6thgraders
through 12th graders to volunteer.
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“"Jesus came and stood among them and said to them, ‘Peace be with you'" (Jn 20:19).

Our Easter Joy!
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Blessing of Easter Baskets

Easter Egg Hunt
Amor de Jesus Via Crucis

Youth
Stations
of the Cross

Butter Lamb Class

Seder Supper

RCIA Retreat

Easter Vigil

Ask It Basket “What is the Easter Duty?”
The Easter Duty binds all Catholics and
basically sets a minimum expectation that
everyone who is of age and in a state of grace is to
receive the Blessed Sacrament during the Easter Season,
of if that is not possible, at least some time of the year
(canon 920). Although it does not speci>ically address
the need to go to confession, it is presumed that
everyone needs to go to confession at least once a year.
While it is possible that one does not commit a mortal
sin, everyone certainly needs the graces granted through
the Sacrament of Reconciliation. (If you have a question
for
the
Ask
It
Basket,
please
contact
FrBill@StPaulChurch.com).

Are you as smart as a 5th grader?
Which covenant did God make when He set
the rainbow in the clouds after the ﬂood?
A. He would never again devastate the earth by ﬂood.

a
g

Adult Faith Formation
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DEO GRATIAS!!

With all our hearts we
thank everyone who helped make our liturgies
during Holy Week so very beautiful. May God
bless you all! This week we received bulletins from Ireland,
Louisiana, and Florida! May God bless you!

CHURCH HISTORY SESSIONS WITH FATHER BOB
We invite all parishioners to join
us! How wonderful it is to know
the history of our great Catholic
Church!
The next sessions are on
Tuesday, April 25, May 2 and 9,
2017 at 7 pm in the Church and Please come and bring
your friends.
Looking
Ahead!
•April 23 Divine Mercy Sunday Mass
at 3pm
•- 7:30pm XLT Eucharistic
Adoration with Fr. Stephan;
•May 5 - 7pm First Friday
Mass and Novena in honor
of Santo Nino;
•May 6 - 10 and 2pm First
Holy Communion;
•May 7 - 9am Fr. Bob’s 25th
Anniversary Mass,

The Chaplet of Mercy is recited using ordinary Rosary
beads of ﬁve decades. The Chaplet is preceded by two
opening prayers from the Diary of Saint Faustina and
followed by a closing prayer.
1. Sign of the Cross
2. Opening Prayers
You expired, Jesus, but the source of life gushed forth
for souls, and the ocean of mercy opened up for the
whole world. O Fount of Life, unfathomable Divine
Mercy, envelop the whole world and empty
Yourself out upon us. (Repeat three times)
O Blood and Water, which gushed forth from the Heart
of Jesus as a fountain of Mercy for us, I trust in You!
3. Our Father
4. Hail Mary
5. The Apostle's Creed
6. The Eternal Father
Eternal Father, I oﬀer you the Body and Blood, Soul
and Divinity of Your Dearly Beloved Son, Our Lord,
Jesus Christ, in atonement for our sins
and those of the whole world.
7. On the Ten Small Beads of Each Decade
For the sake of His sorrowful Passion, have mercy on us
and on the whole world.
8. Repeat for the remaining decades
Saying the "Eternal Father" (6) on the "Our Father" bead
and then 10 "For the sake of His sorrowful Passion" (7)
on the following "Hail Mary" beads.
9. Conclude with Holy God (Repeat three times)
Holy God, Holy Mighty One, Holy Immortal One, have
mercy on us and on the whole world.
10. Optional Closing Prayer Eternal God, in whom mercy
is endless and the treasury of compassion —
inexhaustible, look kindly upon us and increase Your
mercy in us, that in diﬃcult moments we might not
despair nor become despondent, but with great
conﬁdence submit ourselves to Your holy will,
which is Love and Mercy itself.

•May 7 - 5:30pm

Baccalaureate Mass;
•May 12 - 7pm Rosary and
7:30pm Trilingual Healing
Mass in honor of Our Lady
of Fatima;
•May 13 - 100th Anniversary
of Our Lady of Fatima; May
7 - 6:30 pm Many Faces of
Mary;
•May 14 - Mother’s Day;
•May 19 - 7:30pm Our Lady
of Good Health;
•May 21 - 7pm Conﬁrmation
with Archbishop Auza;

On a Lighter Note:
other at Easter?
They say "Halo." :)

How do angels greet each

“"Jesus came and stood among them and said to them, ‘Peace be with you'" (Jn 20:19).

Stewardship a Way of Life
Called to Care for Crea)on
Both St. Francis of Assisi and Pope Francis
remind us that it is a Gospel impera ve
that we be good stewards of the earth.
What be"er way to remind us of their
teaching than to observe Earth Day 2017 and be good stewards
of this precious planet year-round. Earth Day was observed
worldwide on April 22nd.
The ﬁrst Earth Day was held in 1970, ac va ng 20 million
Americans and helping to pass legisla on including the Clean Air
Act. For the Catholic Steward, this day is an aﬃrma on of Pope
Francis’ call to the world to embrace the ethical dimensions of
climate change and our response to it in his 2015 encyclical,
Laudato Si.
During the 47 years since the ﬁrst Earth Day, the world has
become more conscious of environmental degrada on and
human’s role in it.
It can feel overwhelming, and we ask, what can one person do?
Pope Francis acknowledges technological ﬁxes, global guidelines,
interna onal protocols. He praises solar energy and calls for a
decrease in the use of non-renewables. But, the pon ﬀ calls for
something more radical, more spiritual, and for the Chris an
steward, more deeply challenging:
“profound interior
conversion.”
Climate change, environmental destruc on, and a change in
weather pa"erns, he reminds us, exert their greatest damage on
the world’s poor. The poor are a major theme of Laudato Si, as
they are of Francis’ papacy. He challenges us to examine the
proﬁt mo ve that o.en engulfs respect for nature. He
challenges us to consider how the powerful and the rich of this
earth are aﬀec ng the powerless.
Pope Francis reminds us that care of crea on
is rooted in the Book of Genesis. He begins
his encyclical, the ﬁrst ever dedicated solely
to the environment, with a quote from St.
Francis of Assisi, and quotes frequently from
his predecessors. This, he is telling us, is a
spiritual and Catholic issue.
In honor of Earth Day, consider what changes - perhaps some
radical - you might make. “Live simply so that others may simply
live”, has long been a mantra of the Chris an steward. Begin by
turning down the thermostat and promising to eschew one-use
plas cs. Take a reusable bag to the grocery and a reusable
container to the coﬀee shop. Cut down on frivolous buying.
Consider what the “throwaway culture” of which Francis speaks
means in your own life. Prayerfully consider your personal
rela onship to the poor. Make your environmental concerns
known to your legisla ve representa ves.
“Teach us to contemplate You in the beauty of the universe”,
Pope Francis prays to a generous God, “for all things speak of
You”.
If you would like to read Pope Francis’ encyclical, Laudato Si, go
to h"ps://laudatosi.com/watch.
Ar cle excerpted from ICSC
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Coﬀee & Donuts
YOUR HOST TODAY:
Bible Study Ministry
Have there been mes when you would be reading the Bible, but just
could not understand what the meaning of the scripture was? We have
an awesome Bible Study group here at St. Paul’s that can help you be"er
understand how Scripture applies to and helps you in your daily lives.
Come meet our Bible Study Ministry members and ask them how you,
too, can be"er your understanding of the Bible.

For more informa on about the Bible Study Ministry,
e-mail them at BibleStudy@StPaulChurch.com
A Stewardship Moment … Divine Mercy Sunday
In today’s ﬁrst reading, the four ac vi es of the earliest church are
introduced to us as priori es of the church: devo on to the
teachings of the apostles, communal fellowship, the Eucharist and
prayer. The early members of the church saw themselves as devoted
stewards of these ac vi es. These were not op ons. They were the
fruits of a genuine conversion to a life in Christ. Sharing in the
Eucharist was the most in mate expression of fellowship, while the
most common expression of fellowship in the New Testament was
that of sharing ﬁnancial resources - giving. It was not a perfect
community, but one that gave evidence of God’s ac ve presence in
its midst. This early community oﬀers us an excellent example of how
to be"er exercise stewardship in our own parish families.

What If Your Paycheck Didn’t Come Regularly?
Most of our parishioners are blessed with consistent and dependable
paychecks. Yet, have you ever thought about how you would manage
your bills and schedule your payments if you were never sure how
much money you were going to have in your bank account? This is a
problem that our parish faces monthly. Weekly giving can ﬂuctuate,
especially during the spring and summer season when vaca ons begin.
Those parishioners who are using the program
tell us it is a great help to them, too. It allows
them to clearly budget the amount that they
want to give back to God and helps them feel
assured that their parish is receiving their gi.
even when they are out-of-town, too busy to remember an envelope,
or a"ending Mass at another parish.
If you would like to learn more about this easy, safe and
secure way of giving, please contact Michael Maloney,
our Parish Manager, at 961-3023 or check out our
website at www.stpaulchurch.com and click on the
Online Giving link.

Weekly Offertory
Sunday, April 16, 2017
Oﬀertory:
Online Giving:
Attendance:
Envelopes:

$ 62,162
$ 4,715
8,263
1,542

Thank you for your Generosity!
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Mass Intentions

Mass Intentions for the Week of April 23rd
Saturday, April 22, 2017
5:30 pm Ashley Zimmerman +
7:30 pm St. Paul Parishioner (int.)
Sunday, April 23, 2017 – Divine Mercy Sunday
7:30 am St. Paul Parishioners (int.)
9:00 am Tom Malouf (int.)
10:45 am Ruth Cantwell +
12:30 pm Jordan Nicole Reyes +
2:00 pm German Eduardo Alvarez +
3:00 pm Anna Theresa Xavier +
5:30 pm Mary Gallenstein +
Monday, April 24, 2017 - St. Fidels
7:30 am Lazar Philip +
12:15 pm Lloyd Huber +
Tuesday, April 25, 2017 - St. Mark, Evangelist
7:30 am Nilla Leto (int.)
12:15 pm Robert Valinoti +
Wednesday, April 26, 2017
7:30 am Dr. Richard Malloy +
12:15 pm Consecrated Life and Priestly Vocations (int.)
Thursday, April 27, 2017
7:30 am Charles Mahlmerster +
12:15 pm Jack Fanella +
Friday, April 28, 2017 - St. Peter Chanel, St. Louis de Montfort
7:30 am Teoﬁla Graciani +
12:15 pm Lou Gunn and Family +
Saturday, April 29, 2017 - St. Catherine of Siena
8:30 am Cathy Maldonado (int.)
5:30 pm Clarence Johnson +
7:30 pm
Alicia Artadi +
Sunday, April 30, 2017 – Third Sunday of Easter
7:30 am
Romeo Tuazon +
9:00 am
St. Paul Parishioners (int.)
10:45 am
Juan A. del Cueto +
12:30 pm
Alfonso Ruiz +
2:00 pm
Deacon Carlos Celaya (int.)
5:30 pm
Iris, Maria, Gill Martinez +

Readings for the Week of April 23rd
Sunday:
Monday:
Tuesday:
Wednesday:
Thursday:
Friday:
Saturday:
Sunday:

Acts 2:42-47 / 1 Pt 1:3-9 / Jn 20:19-31
Acts 4:23-31 / Jn 3:1-8
1 Pt 5:5b-14 / Mk 16:15-20
Acts 5:17-26 / Jn 3:16-21
Acts 5:27-33 / Jn 3:31-36
Acts 5:34-42 / Jn 6:1-15
Acts 6:1-7 / Jn 6:16-21
Acts 2:14, 22-33 / 1 Pt 1:17-21 / Lk 24:13-35

Faith in Action:
Are you good at making people feel welcome? When you
meet someone new, a new neighbor, a new work colleague,
a new parishioner, do you make them feel at home? Many of us can
probably do a much better job at this. When we make people feel
welcome, we make them feel like they are included instead of being
excluded. A simple "hello" and a smile goes a long way.

The Panama Mission Ministry travel team
returned from their successful mission trip
to Montijo, Panama earlier in March.
THANK YOU to our St. Paul family-in-Christ
for all your prayers, donations & ﬁnancial
contributions!!!
All thirteen of us had some of the most
remarkable and blessed experiences of our
lives. We gained so much from our
experiences, which included cleaning a
building to turn into a parish center,
painting chapels in the nearby islands,
medical team caring for the people, and
leading school children in activities and
sharing our own faith life testimonies with
the local people of Montijo.
Our team grew into a family through these
experiences in ways we had never
expected. We received countless blessings,
and we are working to keep these cherished
experiences and lessons of love and faith in
our lives at home.

Living Faith: So many of us
remember Thomas for his
doubts. The fact is, we all have
had doubts at one time or another in our
journey of faith. On the way home, reﬂect
on how those doubts were resolved.

"Jesus came and stood among them and said to them, ‘Peace be with you'" (Jn 20:19).

Outreach Ministries and Community Events
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St. Vincent De Paul
Pantry Hours Monday & Thursday 9am -12pm
Assistance Line: 813-264-3325

God's ways are not always understandable but the
feeding and clothing of all his peoples are very explicit.
We will carry out the work if you will give us the means-money and food are always needed.

Serving St. Paul Parishioners
for 25 Years!
Legal Consultation and Referral
Service on Mondays and
Wednesdays by appointment.
Please call 813-264-3307.

Counseling Services
oﬀered by
Dr. Pat Berne
Please call to make an
appointment
813-961-3023

On behalf of the Council of Catholic Women - we would
like to say "Thank You" to the parishioners, friends and
volunteers who helped make our Easter activities very
successful. We had 10 ladies attend our Butter Lamb
class! We had fun decorating the lamb cakes and all the
proceeds go to St. Vincent de Paul Society. God Bless You

Delight in a Rhine River Cruise
With Guest Speaker, Sister Theresa Betz
November 24 - December 2, 2017
Register NOW! For a brochure, more information, or to
register-- call Sr. Theresa at 216-469-9184 or e-mail her at
tbetz@ndec.org STARTING FROM $2498

“In the Wildﬂowers Retreat” for Women who have
suﬀered childhood sexual abuse This 10-week private
retreat will be held in TAMPA on Saturdays beginning
on July 8 - September 8. If interested in participating in
this retreat, please contact Cathy at 813-843-8969
at wildﬂowersretreats@gmail.com.
Shawls of Hope meeting Friday, April 28th at 10am in the
Parish Center. We hope you can join us as we create
blankets and scarves for our friends in the nursing home.

Post Abortion Healing – Project Rachel
Project Rachel allows you, in a caring and hopeful
context, to move toward reconciliation – with yourself,
your unborn child, your family, your Church, and your
God. Next Rachel’s Vineyard Retreats: April
28-30, 2017 (Spanish), June 2-4, 2017
(English). Also, 8 week support groups
beginning in June across the diocese.
Call Project Rachel- English (813-924-4173),
Spanish
(813-500-9785).
.
projectrachel@ccdosp.org
www.rachelsvineyard.org

Project Rachel, the Catholic
Church's ministry to those
who have been involved in
abortion, is a diocesan-based
network of specially trained
priests, religious, counselors,
and laypersons who provide a
team response of care for
those suﬀering in the
aftermath of abortion. If you
or someone you know is
suﬀering
after
abortion,
conﬁdential non-judgmental help is available. Please call
Project Rachel's national toll-free number: 800-456-HOPE
or visit HopeAfterAbortion.org. Spanish speakers may
visit EsperanzaPosaborto.org.
Do you know someone who is homebound and
would welcome a visit?
We are called to extend ourselves, not just to
those we encounter at Church, but to those who
cannot attend.

Let us be Christ’s light for someone!
For information call Maria Allison
at 813-961-3023.

