Sunday May 28, 2017

Seventh Sunday of Easter

St. Paul Catholic Church
and Preschool
www.StPaulChurch.com
12708 N Dale Mabry Hwy. Tampa, FL 33618 - 813-961-3023

Congratulations to our newly ordained
diocesan priest, Rev. Elixavier Castro.

The Visitation of the
Blessed Virgin Mary
Father in heaven, by
whose grace the
virgin mother of your
incarnate Son was
blessed in bearing
him, but still more
blessed in keeping
your word:
Grant us who honor
the exaltation of her
lowliness to follow
the example of her
devotion to your will;
through Jesus Christ
our Lord,
who lives and
reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit,
one God,
for ever and ever.
Amen.

"Formed by Word and Sacrament, we, the people of St. Paul Catholic Church,
are a Spirit-led, Eucharist-centered, vibrant multicultural Christian
community of faith, living our love for God and neighbor
while growing together as disciples of Christ."
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Growing together as disciples of Christ

All are Welcome!
Weekend Masses
Saturday Masses
8:30am Mass
(Morning Prayer and
Benediction 8:10am)

Saturday Vigil
Mass 5:30pm
Missa em
Português: 7:30pm

Sunday Masses
7:30am, 9:00am,
10:45am, 12:30pm,
5:30pm
Misa en Español: 2:00pm

Weekday Masses
Monday to Friday
7:30am and 12:15pm
First Friday Mass 7:30pm
Saturday - 8:30am
(Morning Prayer and
Benediction 8:10am)

Reconciliation/
Confession
Saturdays 10am and 4pm
or upon request

My friends,
Please join me in thanking our Faith Formation team: Carmen
Cayon, Lizette Espel, Theresa Adams, Kim Smith, Ana Garcia,
Maria Costa, Deacon Carlos, Fr. Bob, Silvia Rivera, and Sr.
Theresa, as well as our dedicated catechists, teachers, parents,
children, teens, and adults for another wonderful year of Faith
Formation. I’d also like to thank Martha Aguiar, our Preschool
Director and her amazing team of teachers and staﬀ and our
preschool parents and children for another delightful year of
learning. May God bless you all! It is such an honor for me to serve the Lord at your side.
Summers provide a wonderful opportunity to enjoy quality time with those you love
while continuing to grow in faith. Remember, there is no vacation from our vocation.
Please be sure to go to Mass each and every weekend. Local Masses are easy to locate
online or using our St. Paul app under Pray icon or searching in the web for “Mass Times
for Travel.” Attending daily Mass is a great way to jump start your day. Read the Bible
and discuss what you heard each day. Begin a family tradition of praying at least a
decade of the Rosary each evening. You will be glad you did.
There are lots of fun day “pilgrimages” you can take with your family. Go to St. Leo’s
Monastery, the Franciscan Center, the House of Prayer, or visit our Cathedral. A visit to
Our Lady Queen of the Universe in Orlando is always fun.
Another idea is to choose a “family ministry day.” You could visit a local nursing home,
help an elderly neighbor spruce up their yard, pick up a beach, or sort through old
clothes and toys which can be donated to local charities. We can always use help with
our Vacation Bible School and Movie Series! These are all great opportunities to
experience the joy of giving!

24 Hour Eucharistic
Adoration

For our teens, there are still opportunities to attend Covecrest, Steubenville Conference,
and the Good Samaritan Project. All three are life-changing experiences. For more
information, contact the Faith Formation Oﬃce.

Every Wednesday
8am to 9pm
Every Thursday
8am to 9pm
Every Friday 8:30am
to Saturday 8:20am

We recently received the results of the Assessment of Children/Youth Religious
Education (ACRE). I’m happy to report that our ﬁfth graders scored above the national
parish average in every domain but one. This is a dramatic improvement over last year’s
scores. That being said, I’m concerned about the small number who read the Bible or
talk about God with their peers. They are concerned about cursing, cheating, and the
lack of honesty.

Morning Prayer
Monday - Friday 7:10am
Saturday 8:10am
Anointing of the Sick
Every Second Saturday of the
Month at 8:30am
Church Oﬃce Address:

12708 N. Dale Mabry Hwy
Tampa, FL 33618-2802
813.961.3023
Fax 813.962.8780
Oﬃce Hours: 8am to 4pm
www.StPaulChurch.com
ParishCommunications@StPaulChurch.com

Our eighth graders fared considerably worse. They scored below the national parish
average in every domain. Few read the Bible and they struggle to practice their
faith. They are also confused as to important moral issues such as cohabitation before
marriage and euthanasia. I think many were profoundly touched by our retreat at the
end of the year. Next year we will oﬀer another at the start of the year and will
supplement our catechetical materials to be sure that they are able to develop a true
passion for our Lord and our faith. We also need to increase the number of catechists in
order to decrease our class size. This year, we had to end a 5th grade class early because
we couldn’t ﬁnd a catechist. If you would like to help, please see Carmen in the Faith
Formation oﬃce.
May God bless you and your loved ones.
Growing together in Christ,

Our Vision Statement:
“Growing Together
as Disciples of Christ.”

Fr. Bill Swengros, Pastor

“I am praying for them…” JOHN 17: 9

Parish Upcoming Events

JUNE

4th

St. Paul Catholic Church

8:30 am – 2:00
pm

Small
Business Expo
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Memorial Day
In observance of
Memorial Day
we will oﬀer one daily
Mass at 7:30am.
Please note that the
parish oﬃce and the
St. Vincent de Paul
Pantry will be closed.

Sign-up your business at www.stpaulchurch.com

The Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults
or RCIA, is a communal process for formal initiation of
new members into the Catholic Church.

Our next RCIA Inquiry session both in
English and Spanish will be on
Tuesday June 13th (second Tuesday of the month)
at 7pm in the Parish Center.
Inquiry is the ﬁrst step in RCIA. Typically, adults spend
two months discussing their faith lives and learning
basic information about the Catholic Church.

Welcome, Bienvenidos,
Bem-vindos to St. Paul!
The Blood Mobile will be here June 11th from 8 am to 1
pm.
to sign up on the Internet, they can go
to www.OneBlood.org, click on Donate Now, and type in
St. Paul Catholic Church in the Sponsor name.
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Children's Corner
Infant Baptism
‘I baptize you in the name of the Father,
and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit’

Excellence in Catholic preschool education for over 30 years

Our 3rd Annual Field Day was an
absolute blast!!! We hope you all agree!!
It was a great way to celebrate the end
of a wonderful school year!!

The baptism of a child is a special cause for joy and
celebration on the part of the Church, the whole
community of faith! Baptism is a birth into the Christian
community and is in every way as solemn and important
as birth itself. It is an event that needs to be prepared
for, and it can serve as a reminder to you about your own
faith and what it means to you. If you have any questions
regarding Infant Baptism, please contact Lizette Espel at:
(961-3023; LEspel@StPaulChurch.com)

Special Thanks to our parishioners!
We are grateful for our parishioners who help with
proofreading, translations and suggestions for our
written material printed and online. Thank you to
Maritza and Bruce Hadley, Mary Beth Reardon, Dolly
Donovan, Dawn Ellis, Gaetano and Pilar Garibaldi,
Carolina and Alex Pinkoski, Thereza Mello, Javier
Palacios, Angela Machado and Theresa Cleary.

Parish Divine Mercy Pilgrimage

To ﬁnd out more about our preschool contact us
at 813-264-3314;Maguiar@StPaulChurch.com
or visit our website for more information at
www.StPaulCatholicPreschool.org

You are invited to join Fr. Bill on a parish
pilgrimage to Poland and Lithuania April
21-May 1, 2018. Experience the Divine
Mercy on this pilgrimage of a life time!
In preparation, those who would like will
read an oﬃcial biography of St. Faustina
and her Diary. We will also have the
opportunity to gather monthly for a
movie to prepare us for our encounter
with St. Faustina, St. John Paul II, and St.
Maximilian Kolbe. If you are interested
in joining us on the pilgrimage, please
call Margie at 1-800-247-4659.

“I am praying for them…” JOHN 17: 9

Liturgy Corner
Saints of God: On Wednesday, we
remember the Visitation of the Blessed
Virgin Mary to her cousin Elizabeth.
This mystery underscores the gift of
the Incarnation of our Lord and Mary’s
role as ﬁrst disciple and living tabernacle. Let us
pray:
“Lord our God, Savior of the human family, you
brought salvation and joy to the home of
Elizabeth through the visit of the Blessed Virgin
Mary, the ark of the New Covenant. We ask that,
in obedience to the inspiration of the Holy Spirit,
we too may bring Christ to others and proclaim
your greatness by the praise of our lips and the
holiness of our lives” (Collect).

Please Pray for Peace
Please keep all Servicemen and women in your prayers
and especially those from our church family:
♦Hans C. Arcand, 2nd LT. USAF
♦Martin O. Reina, USCG
♦Nicholas Ringo, III US Navy
♦Mathew M Colon, Sgt., US Army
♦Michael Dunkelberger, Master Sargent, USAF
♦Christopher A. Garcia, Oﬃcer, U.S. Navy
♦Richard Majette, Captain, USMC
♦Katrina Monti, Captain, PA US Army
♦Jonathan Monti, Major, PA US Army
♦Richard Sison Jr, 2nd Lt., USAF
♦Matthew Mooney, Captain, USAF
♦Curtis Gardner, Sergeant, USAF
♦Adriana Trigg, USAF
♦Anthony Mazzie, US Army
♦Luis Luccani, PO, US Navy
♦Austin Jacob Ferlita, Pvt2s, US Army
♦Josh C. Seal, PO, US Navy
♦Corinna Fleischmann, CDR, USCG.
♦Morganne Oyler, US Navy
♦Sean C. Andino, Ensign, US Navy
♦Thomas Krasnicki, Lt, US Navy
♦Brett Smith, US Marine Corp.
♦Dominick J. Agnes III, Sgt, US Marine Corps
♦ Brian J. Babin, SS, USMC
♦Spencer M. Brown, U.S. Army, Pvt.
♦John Erickson, Cpl US Army
♦Jacob Torrens, US Army, Pvt
To add your family member’s name serving on active duty,
please email LRomano@StPaulChurch.com.

Page55
Page

Pope Francis: “At Fatima, the Virgin
chose the innocent heart and the
simplicity of little Francisco, Jacinta
and Lucia, as recipients of her
message. These youngsters received it worthily, so
much so as to be recognized as reliable witnesses of
the apparitions, and becoming models of Christian life.
With the Canonization of Francisco and Jacinta, I
wished to propose to the whole Church their example
of adherence to Christ and evangelical testimony and I
also wished to propose to the whole Church the care of
children. Their holiness was not the consequence of the
apparitions, but of the ﬁdelity and ardor with which
they corresponded to the privilege received of being
able to see the Virgin Mary. After the meeting with the
“beautiful Lady” — so they called her –, they recited
the Rosary frequently, they did penance and oﬀered
sacriﬁces to obtain the end of the War and for the souls
neediest of divine mercy. And today also there is so
much need of prayer and penance to implore the grace
of conversion, to implore an end to the absurd great
and small conﬂicts that disﬁgure the face of humanity.
Let us allow ourselves to be guided by the light that
comes from Fatima. May the Immaculate Heart of Mary
always be our refuge, our consolation and the way that
leads us to Christ” (Pope Francis, Regina Caeli, 14 May
2017).

Thought for the Day: “If people were to listen to
the Holy Spirit, they would hear him say,
‘God loves you.'”
– Pope Francis

Our Parish Family News
Welcome New Parishioners! Bienvenidos!
Juan Olano, Silvia Peralta, Alex Penaloza, Tatiana Roman, Isidro
Perez, Karen Portilo, Michael Reyes, Rita Rodriguez, Jessica
Saldana, Sheila Sumaylo and Dr. Byant Wilson, Dr. Pamela Padilla.

Born into Eternal Life:
Miguel Serrano Chinchilla, James F. Traina, Joan White Pinard,
Mary Giovenco, Pedro Ruiz, Amelia Pellegrino, Carol Sullivan,
Josephine Spoto, Evelyn Benitez, Bruce Lauer, Michael Scala,
Kevin Garrett Farley, Doris Lepa, S Julian Menendez, Marilyn
Frances Reynolds, Rafael Simon Gamez, Eugenio Prisco.

Please Pray for those who are sick in our Parish:
Nell Anz, Frieda Heimbach , Sharon Stinson Arnold LoDuca, Aaron
Ruiz, Johanna Sanchez, Greysen Feng, Christine White, Richard
Schardt, Lorena Zuluaga, Royman Torres, Helen Horton, Bob Huie,
Ross Massey, Aida Murphy, Cathy Lindberg, Max Zambrano, Leo
Murphy, Suzette Hillis, Marie Bobak, Wendy Cathell, Gabriel
Espinosa and Jane Miller. To add a name to the list email:
LRomano@StPaulChurch.com.

Reﬂections on Scripture

Page 66
Page

Due to copyright restrictions, we cannot print
the Scriptures before the re/lections of Mr.
Conroy. The Scripture for today’s liturgy can
be found in our St. Paul App.

I.

By Jack Conroy, Ph.D.

the Gospel concrete in our lives.
II.

Acts of the Apostles,
Beginning, 1:1 - 11

Reﬂection:
The ﬁrst sentence
relates this book to the Gospel of
Luke. Recall that the New Testament
books were unsigned; and the Gospel
of Luke begins by being dedicated to
"Theophilus," which is translated
"God Lover." Second, here we see
that Jesus appeared for 40 days to
His disciples. In the Gospel of Luke,
He ascends immediately. Third, the
Holy Spirit is promised; and we know
that the disciples were ﬁlled by the
Spirit only 10 days hence. Finally, we
see a commission being given to the
disciples to be witnesses from
Jerusalem to the ends of the earth.
This is precisely the commission that
we, as disciples, operate under. This
is the great message of the Acts of
the Apostles: that the Spirit is at work
not only in the original small group,
but in all those baptized, providing a
ground for being the Lord’s
“Witnesses.”
For the earliest
disciples, Stephen, James, Peter,
Paul, Ignatius of Antioch, Polycarp of
Smyrna and countless others,
"Witness" meant dying for Christ.
We may not be called to the ultimate
act of "Witness," but we are called
nevertheless on a daily basis to make

Ephesians, 1:17-23 Another
Expression of Commission.

Reﬂection: We always have to read
Scripture carefully.
Who is the
author speaking of? First, it was
generally accepted that God the
Father is the source of "Wisdom,"
and the early Church saw Jesus as the
revelation of that Wisdom in the
world. So, the "him" which we read
in the ﬁrst section of this reading
refers to "God the Father." At the
time this letter was written, probably
some time before the Gospel of John,
but after St. Paul's death, God the
Father was the agent of Jesus'
resurrection, and the agent of Jesus'
exaltation. Placing "all things under
his feet" is a phrase that appears on
Psalm 8, referring to the "Son of
Adam," but the author borrows this
and refers to Jesus, the "Son of
Man." This is consistent with St.
Paul's thought expressed in 1 Cor.
15:26. Second, the author refers to
the church as the "Body of Christ," a
speciﬁcally Pauline perception, and
one which is consistent with the
"Witness" commission in the First
Reading. We are Christ in the world.
The
work
of
Redemption,
inaugurated by Christ on earth, is
incomplete. "Witness" means being
Christ in the world. This is the

Ambassadors of St. Paul
Our Knights make an
enormous diﬀerence in the
lives of others.
Pictured
here our three recipients of
the scholarships the Knights
award every year: Lindsey
Valancius, Geovanny Hillis
and Riley Miller. Congratulations!
To become a Knight please contact
KofC@StPaulChurch.com

challenge of being Christian today;
"Witness" means "Action."
III.
Matthew 28: 16-20
Commission and Promises.
Reﬂection: This reading concludes
the Gospel of Matthew, and is
consistent with the other Synoptic
Gospels in that the disciples are
instructed to proclaim the Gospel to
“all nations.” (Mark 16:15; Luke
24:47) It’s important to realize that
for Jews of that time, such as Jesus
and his disciples, “Nations” was our
translation of goyim, or “Gentiles.”
The command that we ﬁnd here was
the authorization to spread the word
to non-Jews, not only to Jesus’ own
people. It also provides the most
important formula within the Rites of
the Church: the “Baptismal Formula.”
For the most important Sacrament
that any of us receive is Baptism,
being made part of the Body of
Christ, and Witnesses to the Gospel.
Thus, we have three readings that
“dove-tail” into one critical concept,
bequeathed to us at the Lord’s
ascension to heaven: Baptism implies
and demands Witness. The ﬁnal
sentence gives us the assurance that
Witness will not be required of us in
isolation, but that He is with us until
the “end of the age.”

Father’s Day
June 18
Please take a Father’s Day card
and envelope provided to all
parishioners the next few
weekends. The greeting card is
for your Father, please return
the envelope to us with their
name (s).
We will remember Dad at each
Mass during the month of
June.

“I am praying for them…” JOHN 17: 9

Congratulations Conﬁrmandi!
Monserrat (Monsey) Acevedo
Grace Ackermann
Jose Alvarez
Daniela Bacallao
Joshua Barber
Logan Buggy
Jose Calle
Sarai (Bella) Caruso
Anenka Colan
Kiara Colan
Vincent Constable
Croccifixio Cooke
Grace Cronen
Carmen Cruz
Alex Cuervo
Charles Dean
Nicholas Dimillo
Jacob Duncan
Alan (Case) Eastman
Austin Eastman
Kevin Fernandez
John Figura
Luke Franklin
Olivia Franklin
Erica Fridgen

Leonardo Gonzalez
Haley Megan Greenlaw
Evelyn Gomez
Tavares
Ryan Haines
Joseph Heikkinen
Maria Hernandez
Devin Heyman
John Hurtado
Jolie Inguanzo
Aldo Jimenez Valdes
Kara Kivenas
John Koerner
Sharon Labrador
Isabel Larrobis
Kevin Lopez
Wolf Louk
Virioska Lubin
Marijus Maksvytis
Marilyn Mandarino

Jude Mersinger
Riley Miller
Haley Monile
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Eric Murcia
Mario Negron
Josh Francis Ngoboc
Katrina Nicolasora
Emma Novak
Olivia Nunez
Nwakaego Nwagbuo
Chukwuemeka Nwagbuo
David Ortiz
Gerardo (Gerry) Perez
Alexandra Perez-Guzman
Angelina Phan
Victoria Phan
Maximiliano Quevedo
Kaela Ramos
Kyle Raymond
Ashley Real de Oliveira
David Remigio
Gina Francesca Ricci-Bean
Alexa Rios
Ryan Rivera
Jack Rossi
Jonathan Sanchez
Olivia Scarpo
Michelina Schach
Anika Schmid
Catherine Schmidt
Kaleb Sierra
Anne Elizabeth Snyder
Carson Stuart
Tanyon Sutherland
Ashley Szoke
Benjamin (Ben) Tempest
Dinangely (Deeny) Thomas
Joseph Thompson
Yasmin Torres
Victoria Valles
Tiara Vazquez
Michelle Velez
Hannah Wehrle
Abigail Whitehurst

Confirmation 2017
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St. Paul Faith Formation
We are rooted in Faith and growing in grace

REGISTRATION FOR THE 2017-2018
CURRICULAR YEAR IS NOW IN PROGRESS!
If your child is not currently attending a Catholic
School, they should be registered in our parish
Religious Education Program. Please come by the
oﬃce or call the Faith Formation oﬃce 813-961-3023
to register them early in order to save them a spot
for next year!
Do you need First Holy Communion or Conﬁrmation
information? Please call us! We are here to help!
This is the perfect time to register your children and
youth to begin Sacramental preparation this fall!

813-961-3023
Hablamos español!

Thank you Catechists!
It is with a grateful heart that we thank God for you
and the gift you are to the children and families of
St. Paul Parish. We are appreciative of your
dedication and willingness to share your faith with
others. May you always be blessed!

Please join our upcoming Catechist Dinner on
Thursday, June 8, 2017 at 6:30pm
in the Bethany Center
We hope to see you there!

YOUTH SUMMER CAMPS

July 2 - 7
Covecrest Summer Camp Life Teen
provides
experiences for high school teens where they are able
to be free and confident in themselves, develop new
friendships with other teens from your parish, and
encounter God working in their
lives.
Scholarships
For
registration
form
go
to
www.stpaulchurch.com/226
Good Samaritan Project
A
retreat that provides our youth
with the opportunity to joyfully
serve the needs of our local community and the
Church. www.dospgoodsamproject.org

July 9-15, 2017

Vacation Bible School

June 1212-16
Registration is open!

StPaulChurch.com

9am - Noon
$30
*Adult volunteers receive $5 discount.
An excellent opportunity for 6ththrough
12th graders to volunteer.

Steubenville FL

June 30
to July 2

This High School Youth Conference will challenge
Catholic youth to stand firm in their faith, rely on the
awesome power of Jesus Christ who is their guide,
friend, and Savior, and show that faith to the world.
Summer Movie Series and VBS
Volunteers Needed! Please Sign-up at
www.stpaulchurch.com to volunteer
this Summer on June 12-16 for VBS, and
June 22 & 29, and July 13 & 20 for Movie
Series.

“I am praying for them…” JOHN 17: 9

Ministries in Action!
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Summer Movie
Series for the
Parish Family!
Thursday, June 22 & 29
Thursday, July 13 & 20
7pm @ Family Center
Free Admission :)
Concessions will be available for
purchase. All items $1.00
Pizza, Popcorn, Hot-Dogs, Candy, Chips,
Sodas, Water and Juice
Special snacks each week: Ice Cream,
S’mores, Cotton Candy and Fruit.
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Small Business Expo JUNE 4th
Presenting this week: The Melendez Law Oﬃce
George A. Melendez, Esq. is a local family law attorney and a life-long parishioner of St. Paul Catholic church since 1980.
Mr. Melendez enjoys attending Mass at St. Paul with his wife and two boys just as he did with his parents during his
childhood. At the Melendez Law Oﬃce, Mr. Melendez takes care of families experiencing family and matrimonial
diﬃculties. With a background in the Oﬃce of the Public Defender, Mr. Melendez also practices the additional areas of
criminal defense and domestic violence.
Mr. Melendez is advanced trained in Collaborative Law and is Supreme Court Certiﬁed in Family Law Mediation. He
serves as a court-appointed parenting coordinator and a Guardian Ad Litem in Hillsborough, Pasco and Pinellas
counties. In his family law practice he handles everything including divorce, child custody, timesharing, child support
and division of assets and liabilities. He enjoys handling all matters related to children and yes…including when
children get in trouble.
Mr. Melendez has devoted his profession to making matters better for families and makes great eﬀorts to keep
families and children out of the court system. Through his collaborative practice, he guides families to understanding
the best child focused options. The Melendez Law Oﬃce is located at 3802 Ehrlich Rd., Suite 101, Tampa Fl 33624 and
can be reached at 813-280-0181 or via e-mail at melendezlawoﬃce@me.com. Please visit us on the web at
www.melendezlawoﬃce@me.com to ﬁnd more about the Melendez Law Oﬃce, collaborative practice and options for
families to heal.

Faith Formation for all!
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Are you as smart as a 5th grader?
We are called to be good stewards of the
world. What does that mean?
A. We are entrusted by God to protect, respect, and
care for it.
“I was reading a book on
the lives of saints and in it it stated......in the
Roman Catholic church altars upon which
Mass is celebrated must contain the relic of a saint. If
this is true what relic is contained in our altars. Thank
you.” There is a venerable tradition in the Roman
Liturgy of placing relics of martyrs and saints beneath
the altar. Today, the Church requires that they be of
suﬃcient size for them to be recognized as parts of
human bodies and there must be proof of their
authenticity. In addition, the relics are to be placed
under the altar, not on, in or under it (Ceremonial of
Bishops, 866). As you can imagine, most churches in
the United States do not have access to such relics. As
a result, the vast majority of altars dedicated after 1983
do not have a relic. I think the church changed the
liturgical law regarding relics because they were
usually imbedded in stone and it was impossible to
determine if they really were indeed human remains or
who they were relics of. All that being said, our parish
does have several small relics which are normally
stored in our chapel. I am in the process of updating it.
Hopefully it will be ﬁnished soon! Thanks for your
great question. (If you have a question for the Ask It
Basket, please contact FrBill@StPaulChurch.com).

On a Lighter Note:

Retirement is the time of your
life when time is no longer money.
Looking
Ahead!
•May 28Ascension Sunday;
•May 29 - Memorial Day 7:30am Mass
•June 2 - First Friday Mass
• June 3 - Multicultural
Mass 7:30p
•June 4 - Small Business
Expo 8:30a-2p
•June 5-9 - PSA All Sports
Camp

•June 10 - Festa Junina 5p

Mass in Parish Center and
6p Festa in Family Center
• June 12-16 - Vacation Bible
School 9-noon
•June 15-17 - 40 Hours for
Corpus Christi Celebration
7p Mass on June 15.
• June 19-23 - PSA All Sports
Camp
•June 22 - Movie Series 7pm
•June 23 - Feast of the
Sacred Heart of Jesus
•June 29 - Feast of St. Peter
and St. Paul

DEO GRATIAS!! Please join me in thanking
our wonderful Faith Formation staﬀ,
catechists, parents, and students for another
wonderful Faith Formation year! May God bless you.
Also, let us oﬀer a prayer for our teachers, parents,
and students as they begin their summer vacations.
May these days be ﬁlled with much joy and peace!
Don’t forget to bring in bulletins from your travels. We
love to read how God is blessing our sister parishes!
This week we received them from Spain, Italy,
Gibraltar, and Florida!
First Aid: The church’s First Aid kit and AED
are located in the minister’s room. The Parish
Center has a First Aid kit in the kitchen and the
AED is located by the bathrooms. The Family
Center First Aid kit and AED are in the kitchen. If you use
them, please let a staﬀ person know so that they can be
stocked and secured. It will also help us to ensure that
our church is always a safe environment. Thank you.
First Friday Devotions: This Friday is the ﬁrst
Friday of the month, a beautiful opportunity to
develop your relationship with God. This is a
good time to examine your conscience and
participate in the Sacrament of Reconciliation. In
addition to our normal Friday daily Masses, we oﬀer a
special Friday Mass at 7:30pm in commemoration of the
Sacred Heart of Jesus. We also oﬀer Eucharistic
Adoration after the 7:30am Mass through to our
Saturday 8:30am Mass. Please come and bring a friend!

DIVINE MERCY PILGRIMAGE NOTES
In order to prepare our minds and
hearts for our Divine Mercy pilgrimage,
Fr. Bill will be leading a Facebook study
of both a biography of St. Faustina and
her Diary.
In addition, you are invited to a series of Nights at the
Movies! Each movie will be held in the Parish Center at
7pm. We just installed a beautiful new audio-visual
system so it is sure to be a treat! Please mark your
calendars!
August 25
Ocean of Mercy
September 22 Karol - The Pope, the Man
October 27
Faustina
November 10 Divine Mercy No Escape
January 18
Life for Life: Maximilian Kolbe
February 23
The Face of Mercy
March 23
Pre-departure Meeting & the
Original Image of Divine Mercy

“I am praying for them…” JOHN 17: 9

Stewardship a Way of Life
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Coﬀee & Donuts
NO COFFEE & DONUTS TODAY
Enjoy the
Memorial Day holiday!
Join us at the Small Business Fair next Sunday, June 4th.
An Invitation from the Oﬃce of the
Lay Pastoral Ministry Institute
(LPMI)

Make Giving Part of Your Summer Plan
Summer Worship … Summer is vacation time. However,
Christian stewardship never takes a vacation. It is an ongoing,
joyous activity of managing all things for God, God’s way, every
day. Vacations have a tendency to rob God of the worship due
Him. Worshiping in another congregation while on vacation
can be a refreshing change. In fact, vacations can be a good
evangelism tool; inviting new found vacation friends to
participate in devotions oﬀers an opportunity to share the
Gospel.
Summer Giving …The month of May means summer is right
around the corner. Flowers are blooming and trees are
budding. And Christian stewards are reminding themselves
that stewardship continues as we head into the days of
vacation, barbecues, summer reading lists, family reunions,
and trips to the beach.
We need to be especially mindful of our commitment to giving
to our parish. The Chronicle of Philanthropy reports that
November and December are the biggest months for giving in
the United States. But for those lazy days of summer? Not so
much.
If you haven’t signed up for online giving or direct deposit,
please scan the QR code in the next column, pick up a form in
the Narthex, or go to www.stpaulchurch.com and click on the
Online Giving link.
Summer Relaxation … Take care of yourself and your family
by getting away and having some time for yourself, quality
time with the family, and God. God never intended anyone to
“burn the candle at both ends”. God has no pleasure in
“workaholic burnouts”.
Vacations are supposed to be
extended time for rest and relaxation.
St. Paul’s Never Goes on Vacation … A number of our
ministries still meet such as In Between Jobs Support Group,
Liturgical Ministries, Special Events, Special Liturgical
celebrations …

We Wish a Safe and Happy Summer
to All of Our Parish Family!

Pray & Reﬂect: The Ascension of the Lord
Is God Calling You to Serve as a Lay
Ecclesial Minister in His Church?
“Go, therefore, and make disciples of all
nations…” (Matthew 28:19) are the last words of Christ prior to
his Ascension. They are words that command us to spread the
faith! Christ didn’t say “maybe, if you feel like it” – no, he says,
“Go!” While this may be a diﬃcult call for us, He also promises
to be with us always – even at times we may doubt our faith,
or doubt our capacity to share it.
Ask yourself: How should I respond to this command from
Jesus? Am I open to entering into on-going faith formation and
ministry leadership training to help me better share my faith?
Why or Why not?
New classes begin on September 9, 2017. Anyone interested
in attending the eight LPMI Year of Discernment sessions, can
ﬁnd information on the LPMI web site: www.dosp.org/lpmi/ .
Or, you may contact the LPMI oﬃce at the Pastoral
Center by phone (727) 344-1611 or send an email to:
LPMISEPI@DOSP.ORG (Scan the QR code to visit
the LPMI website!)

Sign up for Online Giving!
It’s simple and convenient.
Go to StPaulChurch.com, and
click on the Online Giving link
for more info on how to sign up.

Weekly Offertory
Sunday, May 21, 2017
Oﬀertory:
Online Giving:
Attendance:
Envelopes:

$ 22,523
$ 7,525
3,479
754

Thank you for your Generosity!

Mass Intentions
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Mass Intentions for the Week of May 28th
Saturday, May 27, 2017 - St. Philip Neri
5:30 pm
Betty Erskine +
7:30 pm
Wilder Bedoya +
Sunday, May 28, 2017 – Seventh Sunday of Easter - The Ascension of the Lord
7:30 am
David Parades +
9:00 am
Joe Suarez +
10:45 am
Margaret and Russell Laverty +
12:30 pm
Carlos Arevalo +
2:00 pm
Gregorio Lanzas Gonzalez +
5:30 pm
St. Paul Parishioners (int.)
Monday, May 29, 2017 - Memorial Day
7:30 am
Joseph Matassini +
Tuesday, May 30, 2017
7:30 am
Rita Helena Mahlmeister +
12:15 pm
William T. Swengros (int.)
Wednesday, May 31, 2017 - The Visitation of the Blessed Virgin Mary
7:30 am
Consecrated Life and Priestly Vocations (int.)
12:15 pm
Francis Xavier +
Thursday, June 1, 2017 - St. Justin
7:30 am
Vincent Felletter +
12:15 pm
Marie Bobak (int.)
Friday, June 2, 2017 - St. Marecelinus and Peter
7:30 am
Tommy Goodwin (int.)
12:15 pm
Dolan Family (int.)
7:30 pm
Susan and Ed Bilbao (int.)
Saturday, June 3, 2017 - St. Charles Lwanga
8:30 am
Sandra Brown +
5:30 pm
St. Paul Parishioners (int.)
7:30 pm
Jim Russell +
Sunday, June 4, 2017 - Pentecost Sunday
7:30 am
Frank Amico +
9:00 am
Bob Silah +
10:45 am
Jaroslaw P. Miernik +
12:30 pm
Dick Parker +
2:00 pm
Hipolitta Astudillo +
5:30 pm
Kathryn Marcinko +

Something Missing?

There are a number of couples in our
parish who are living in irregular
marriages or marriages which have not
been blessed in the Church. Remember,
it is not suﬃcient for Catholics to be
civilly married or married in a nonCatholic church. For validity, Catholics
must be married in a ceremony
recognized by the Church. Don’t wait.
We’re here to help! If neither of you was
previously divorced, contact Maria Costa
at the parish oﬃce to have your marriage
convalidated (961-3023). It is very easy
and won’t take much of your time. If
you or your spouse were previously
divorced, contact the priest or deacon of
your choosing to start the “annulment”
process so that, hopefully, your present
marriage can be convalidated.
Let us help you!

Delight in a Rhine River Cruise
France, Germany & Switzerland

On Pentecost Weekend Wear RED
Readings for the Week of May 28th
Sunday:
Monday:
Tuesday:
Wednesday:
Thursday:
Friday:
Saturday:

Sunday:

Acts 1:12-14 / 1 Pt 4:13-16 / Jn 17:1-11a
Acts 19:1-8 / Jn 16:29-33
Acts 20:17-27 / Jn 17:1-11a
Zep 3:14-18a / Lk 1:39-56
Acts 22:30; 23:6-11 / Jn 17:20-26
Acts 25:13b-21 / Jn 21:15-19
Acts 28:16-20, 30-31 / Jn 21:20-25
Acts 2:1-11 / 1 Cor 12:3b-7, 12-13 / Jn 20:19-23

Faith in Action: Prayer is the foundation of our Faith and the
foundation of Stewardship. Pray in good times and in
bad. Prayer is always the ﬁrst best option in any situation,
not just the last resort. Pray for friends and family and for
those that don’t treat you very well. Pray to give praise, to thank and
to ask God for help. Pray to see what God wants you to do with the
gifts He has given you.

With Guest Speaker,
Sister Theresa Betz
November 24 - December 2, 2017
Register NOW! For a brochure, more
information, or to register-- call Sr. Theresa at
216-469-9184 or e-mail her at
tbetz@ndec.org
STARTING FROM $2498

“I am praying for them…” JOHN 17: 9

Outreach Ministries and Community Events
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St. Vincent De Paul
Pantry Hours Monday & Thursday 9am -12pm
Assistance Line: 813-264-3325

The 2 for 1 sales at Grocery Stores provide and are a
great source and provides a way to share and donate
to SVDPS Conference here at St. Paul Catholic Church
using one for you and one for Jesus. Households
receiving the food are always very thankful.
Our St. Vincent de Paul Food
Pantry regularly feeds more
than 50 families each week.
Feeding so many, our pantry
shelves don’t stay full for very
long. If you would like to help,
food donations can be left in
the marked baskets in the church Narthex.
Wish List This Week:
Canned Meat, Cereal, and Canned Milk
Thank you for your generosity! ~ SVdP
The Tampa Catholic Crusaderette Dance Team will
sponsor a dance camp on Monday & Tuesday, June 5
and 6 in the TC Gym. Times: 9 to 3. Ages: 5 to 13. Cost:
$55 – includes a T-Shirt. Lunch and snacks are available
for purchase. For further info you can download a
registration form from tampacatholic.org or call Sue
Johnson at 813-503-1202 or 870-0860 x539 or
suejo0101@aol.com
The Tampa Catholic Cheerleading Team will sponsor a
cheer camp on Wednesday, Thursday & Friday, June 7, 8
and 9 in the TC Gym. Times: 9 to 3. Ages: 5 to 14. Cost:
$75 – includes a T-Shirt. Lunch and snacks are available
for purchase. For further info you can download a
registration form from tampacatholic.org or contact
Deviney Rodriguez at Deviney@mail.usf.edu.
Women experiencing abortion aftermath
may exhibit: nightmares, frequent crying,
anger, increased use of drugs and alcohol,
eating disorders, ﬂashbacks, relationship
troubles. Project Rachel, sharing your grief,
wishes to reach out to you in love and
support. Next Rachel’s Vineyard Retreats:
June 2-4, 2017 (English), Aug. 4-6, 2017
(Spanish). Also, 8 week support groups
beginning in June across the diocese. Call
Project Rachel- English (813-924-4173),
Spanish
(813-500-9785).
projectrachel@ccdosp.org
www.rachelsvineyard.org

O God our Creator, from your provident
hand we have received our right to life,
liberty, and the pursuit of happiness. You
have called us as your people and given us
the right and the duty to worship you, the
only true God, and your Son, Jesus Christ.
Through the power and working of your
Holy Spirit, you call us to live out our faith in
the midst of the world, bringing the light and the saving
truth of the Gospel to every corner of society. We ask
you to bless us in our vigilance for the gift of religious
liberty. Give us the strength of mind and heart to readily
defend our freedoms when they are threatened; give us
courage in making our voices heard on behalf of the
rights of your Church and the freedom of conscience of all
people of faith. Grant, we pray, O heavenly Father, a clear
and united voice to all your sons and daughters gathered
in your Church in this decisive hour in the history of our
nation, so that, with every trial withstood and every
danger overcome, for the sake of our children, our grandchildren, and all who come after us, this great land will
always be “one nation, under God, indivisible, with liberty
and justice for all.” We ask this through Christ our Lord.
Amen. St. Thomas More, Patron Of Religious Freedom,
Pray for Us. usccb.org

Serving St. Paul Parishioners
for 25 Years!
Legal Consultation and Referral
Service on Mondays and
Wednesdays by appointment.
Please call 813-961-3023.

Counseling Services
oﬀered by
Dr. Pat Berne
Please call to make an
appointment
813-961-3023

Well Women and
Prenatal Medical
services
Now Oﬀered
We are pleased to announce
our OB/GYN well-women and
prenatal care services. To
make an appointment please
call 813-948-7734

