Sunday July 30, 2017

Seventeenth Sunday in
Ordinary Time
Last week we welcomed to our St. Paul Family
three new babies from our catechists, Sotera,
Erica and Melissa. Pictured here little
baby Lelija! Many blessings to all!

St. Paul Catholic Church
and Preschool
www.StPaulChurch.com
12708 N Dale Mabry Hwy. Tampa, FL 33618 - 813-961-3023

O Christ Jesus
When all is darkness
And we feel our
weakness and
helplessness,
Give us the sense of
Your Presence,
Your Love and Your
Strength.
Help us to have
perfect trust
In Your protecting
love
And strengthening
power,
So that nothing may
frighten or worry us,
For, living close to
You,
We shall see Your
Hand,
Your Purpose, Your
Will through all
things.
Amen.
By St. Ignatius of
Loyola

"Formed by Word and Sacrament, we, the people of St. Paul Catholic Church,
are a Spirit-led, Eucharist-centered, vibrant multicultural Christian
community of faith, living our love for God and neighbor
while growing together as disciples of Christ."

Growing together as disciples of Christ

Page 2

All are Welcome!
Weekend Masses
Saturday Masses
8:30am Mass
(Morning Prayer and
Benediction 8:10am)

Saturday Vigil
Mass 5:30pm
Missa em
Português: 7:30pm

Sunday Masses
7:30am, 9:00am, 10:45am,
12:30pm, 5:30pm
Misa en Español: 2:00pm

Weekday Masses
Monday to Friday
7:30am and 12:15pm
First Friday Mass 7:30pm
Saturday - 8:30am
(Morning Prayer and
Benediction 8:10am)

Reconciliation/Confession
Saturdays 10am and 4pm
or upon request
24 Hour Eucharistic
Adoration

Every Wednesday
8am to 9pm
Every Friday 8:30am
to Saturday 8:20am
Morning Prayer
Monday - Friday 7:10am
Saturday 8:10am
Anointing of the Sick
Every Second Saturday of the
Month at 8:30am
Church Oﬃce Address:

12708 N. Dale Mabry Hwy
Tampa, FL 33618-2802
813.961.3023
Fax 813.962.8780
Oﬃce Hours: 8am to 4pm
www.StPaulChurch.com
ParishCommunications@StPaulChurch.com

Our Vision Statement:

“Growing Together
as Disciples of Christ.”

My dear friends,
In today’s Gospel, Jesus shares with us three parables about the
kingdom of heaven. 1) The person who ﬁnds the treasure buried
in a ﬁeld, 2) the merchant searching for ﬁne pearls, and 3) the
ﬁshermen and the net thrown into the sea and they catch “ﬁsh
of every kind.”. What do these parables share in common?
Joyful discovery which leads to the person devoting himself or
herself to the pursuit of that end. The kingdom of heaven is our
lived encounter with God. Once we have experienced the love
and mercy of God, we want to love Him more and more. We commit ourselves to
following His will and renounce all that is contrary. We “buy in” totally and
completely. This is what it means to be radically, passionately, head-over-heels in
love with God - to participate in the kingdom of heaven.
It should be noted that the term “kingdom of heaven” always has a two-fold
meaning. In one sense, it is the future coming of the eternal kingdom of heaven at
the close of time, where we will live forever in union with God, free from all pain and
suﬀering.
In the other sense, the kingdom of heaven pertains to the here now. It is God’s
Presence as experienced on this side of eternity. The kingdom of heaven is realized
in the wonder of the Sacred Liturgies, the smile of a loved one, the beauty of a
sunset, or in the faces of the poor, sick, elderly, and oppressed. In a special way, it is
our vocation to make heaven present here on earth.
It is also in this sense that the kingdom of heaven is like the net which collects “every
kind” of ﬁsh. At the end of the age, on the day of judgment, the angels will separate
the wicked from the righteous.
So, in examining your heart, have you discovered “the treasure buried in the ﬁeld” the great love and mercy of God? Have you set your heart on “the pearl of great
price” - eternal life with God in heaven? Have you committed yourself totally to
following His will and abandoned every vice and distraction which would hinder you
from achieving your end? What type of ﬁsh are you? Righteous or wicked?
Thankfully we trust in a merciful and loving God but do we really place all our trust in
Him? Do we truly try our best?
August approaches, our young families are busy preparing for the new school year.
This is a good time for all of us to take stock in our lives. What goals do we have for
the coming year to grow in wisdom and grace before the Lord? If you need ideas,
check out our directory of ministries on www.StPaulChurch.com or contact Nancy
Kissane at the parish oﬃce. We would love to help.
In the meantime, let us pray: “Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done!”
Growing together as disciples of Christ!

Father Bill Swengros
Pastor

“We know that all things work for good for those who love God, who are called according to his purpose” (Rm 8:28).

Parish Upcoming Events
Back to School Mass
Friday August 4th
12:15pm
All are welcome!

Are you interested in participating in a Women's Catholic Study?
Join the Women of Grace Foundational Study at St. Paul. The
Women of Grace® Study Program leads women on an exciting
journey to discover the gift of authentic femininity™, holiness
of life, and woman's purpose and mission in the world today.
Taking the Blessed Virgin Mary as their exemplar and Spiritual
Mother, participants grow in the feminine virtues and the
secrets of true fulﬁllment. This is a nine-week study that will
meet on Saturday mornings starting September 16th from 10amnoon in the Parish Center. There will be a live information
session on Saturday, August 26th from 10-noon in the Parish
Center for those planning to participate as well as those
interested in learning more about the study. If you are
interested in attending the study or learning more you can also
email Allison Poﬀ and Diana McKinney at: Women-ofGrace@StPaulChurch.com

Coffee and Donuts

Is BACK on 08.06.17
Feast of the Assumption
of our Blessed Mother
Mary
(Holy Day of Obligation)

Tuesday August 15th
7:30pm Vigil (Monday)

7:30am, 12:15pm, 5:30pm,
and 7:30pm Spanish

Welcome, Bienvenidos,
Bem-vindos to St. Paul!
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Children's Corner
Infant Baptism
‘I baptize you in the name of the Father,
and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit’

Excellence in Catholic preschool education for over 30 years

Preparations for the 2017-2018 school year
are in full swing.
All registered students should have received their
welcome packets at this time.
All classes are completely full and staﬀ is in place.
We look forward to seeing all primary caregivers at
our Orientation Meeting that will take place
Thursday, August 17th at 7pm in the Family Center.
Students return to school on
Monday, August 21st and Tuesday the 22nd.
We hope you have a blessed last few weeks of
summer and look forward to seeing you soon :).

The baptism of a child is a special cause for joy and
celebration on the part of the Church, the whole
community of faith! Baptism is a birth into the Christian
community and is in every way as solemn and important
as birth itself. It is an event that needs to be prepared
for, and it can serve as a reminder to you about your own
faith and what it means to you. If you have any questions
regarding Infant Baptism, please contact Elizabeth Hays
at: 961-3023; EHays@StPaulChurch.com.

DIVINE MERCY PILGRIMAGE
MOVIE NIGHTS
In order to prepare our minds and hearts for
our Divine Mercy pilgrimage, Fr. Bill will be
leading a Facebook study of both a biography
of St. Faustina and her Diary beginning August 1st.
In addition, you are invited to a series of Nights at the
Movies! Each movie will be held in the Parish Center at
7pm. We just installed a beautiful new audio-visual system
so it is sure to be a treat! Please mark your calendars!
Mrs. Espaillat, Mrs. Campbell and Mrs. O’Brien
attend the One Goal Summer Conference in
downtown Tampa to stay current on the latest
teaching methods in Early Childhood.

To ﬁnd out more about our preschool
contact us at 813-264-3314;
Maguiar@StPaulChurch.com or visit our website
for more information at
www.StPaulCatholicPreschool.org

August 17
September 21
October 26
November 9
January 18
February 22
March 15

Ocean of Mercy
Karol - The Pope, the Man
Faustina
Divine Mercy No Escape
Life for Life: Maximilian Kolbe
The Face of Mercy
The Original Image of Divine
Mercy

“We know that all things work for good for those who love God, who are called according to his purpose” (Rm 8:28).

Liturgy Corner
Saints of God: Tomorrow is the feast of
St. Ignatius Loyola, founder of the Jesuits
or Society of Jesus. Ignatius was born in
1491, youngest of 13 children of a family of
minor nobility in northern Spain. In 1521,
he was seriously wounded in battle by a
cannon ball. While recuperating from his injuries,
Ignatius read the lives of Jesus and the saints and
experienced a true conversion of heart. He desired to
be a “soldier of Christ.” Over the years, Ignatius
reﬂected on his experiences and studied in the great
universities of the world. He became expert in the art
of spiritual direction and collected his insights, prayers,
and suggestions in his book the Spiritual Exercises, one
of the most inﬂuential books on the spiritual life ever
written. With a small group of friends, Ignatius formed
the Jesuits as “contemplatives in action” and took vows
of poverty, chastity, obedience, and obedience to the
Holy Father. “Men for others”, it is impossible to
overstate the inﬂuence of the Jesuits on the history of
the Church. (Do you know where our statue of St.
Ignatius is?
A. On the south side of the Parish Center! Why not take a
selﬁe with St. Ignatius on Monday and send it to
communications@stpaulchurch.com so we can share
your joy!)
Suscipe by St. Ignatius of Loyola
Take, Lord, and receive all my liberty,
my memory, my understanding,
and my entire will,
All I have and call my own.
You have given all to me.
To you, Lord, I return it.
Everything is yours; do with it what you will.
Give me only your love and your grace,
that is enough for me.
First Friday Devotions: This Friday is the ﬁrst
Friday of the month, a beautiful opportunity to
develop your relationship with God. This is a
good time to examine your conscience and
participate in the Sacrament of Reconciliation. In
addition to our normal Friday daily Masses, we oﬀer a
special Friday Mass at 7:30pm in commemoration of the
Sacred Heart of Jesus. We also oﬀer Eucharistic
Adoration after the 7:30am Mass through to our Saturday
8:30am Mass. Please come and bring a friend!
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Pope Francis:

“I invite the whole
Church, and men and women of good
will everywhere, to turn their gaze on
this day [World Day of the Poor,
November 19] to all those who stretch out their hands
and plead for our help and solidarity. They are our
brothers and sisters, created and loved by the one
Heavenly Father. This Day is meant, above all, to
encourage believers to react against a culture of discard
and waste, and to embrace the culture of encounter. At
the same time, everyone, independent of religious
aﬃliation, is invited to openness and sharing with the
poor through concrete signs of solidarity and fraternity.
God created the heavens and the earth for all; yet sadly
some have erected barriers, walls and fences, betraying
the original gift meant for all humanity, with none
excluded” (Pope Francis, 1st World Day of the Poor
Message, n. 6).

Please keep all Servicemen and women in your
prayers and especially those from our church
family:
♦Hans C. Arcand, 2nd LT. USAF
♦Martin O. Reina, USCG
♦Nicholas Ringo, III US Navy
♦Mathew M Colon, Sgt., US Army
♦Michael Dunkelberger, Master Sargent, USAF
♦Christopher A. Garcia, LTJG, U.S. Navy
♦Richard Majette, Captain, USMC
♦Katrina Monti, Captain, PA US Army
♦Jonathan Monti, Major, PA US Army
♦Richard Sison Jr, 2nd Lt., USAF
♦Matthew Mooney, Captain, USAF
♦Curtis Gardner, Sergeant, USAF
♦Adriana Trigg, USAF
♦Anthony Mazzie, US Army
♦Luis Luccani, PO, US Navy
♦Austin Jacob Ferlita, Pvt2s, US Army
♦Josh C. Seal, PO, US Navy
♦Corinna Fleischmann, CDR, USCG.
♦Morganne Oyler, US Navy
♦Sean C. Andino, Ensign, US Navy
♦Thomas Krasnicki, Lt, US Navy
♦Brett Smith, US Marine Corp.
♦Dominick J. Agnes III, Sgt, US Marine Corps
♦ Brian J. Babin, SS, USMC
♦Spencer M. Brown, U.S. Army, Pvt.
♦John Erickson, Cpl US Army
♦Jacob Torrens, US Army, Pvt

To add your family member’s name serving on active
duty, please email LRomano@StPaulChurch.com.
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Reﬂections on Scripture

Due to copyright restrictions, we cannot print
the Scriptures before the re,lections of Mr.
Conroy. The Scripture for today’s liturgy can
be found in our St. Paul App.

I.
I Kings 3:5, 7-12
for the Right Thing...

Asking God

Reﬂection: The unique element of
this reading is that it must have been
seen at the time as highly countercultural. It was normal for a person
to desire to "act like a King," which
meant that he had no restraints on
his behavior except the power of
other Kings. The author embellishes
the status of Solomon by pointing
out that the people in his kingdom
were uncountable....all the more to
emphasize the unusual character of
Solomon's desire for Wisdom. It
continues to be an excellent model,
since the content of "Wisdom" is so
diﬃcult to discern. Later HellenisticJewish works known as the "Wisdom
Literature" pretty well deﬁned the
source of Wisdom as being in the
Word of God.

II. Romans 8:28-30 Predestination
Reﬂection: As we continue to
navigate the swamp of Chapter 8, we

By Jack Conroy, Ph.D.

come
upon
his
notion
of
"predestination."
His concept
springs from the idea that God has a
"purpose." The word St. Paul uses is
proorizo, which means ®to design
beforehand, to ordain beforehand."
That which God "designs" is His Plan,
which is for the salvation of all men
and women.
The concept of
"freedom" was always foremost in
St. Paul's mind, although the Stoic
notion of "Providence" is one that St.
Paul agreed with. God somehow has
"governance" of the World. It was in
later centuries, beginning with St.
Augustine and culminating in the
work of Martin Luther that the idea
that individuals were "marked out"
by God for Salvation, and that
individual attitudes had nothing to do
with it.
III. Matthew 13:44-52 Conclusion
of "Sermon in Parables."
Reﬂection: We have two similes and
one parable, plus the ﬁnal
commentary. The similes attempt to
describe the "Kingdom," and Jesus
uses a buried treasure and a priceless
pearl as means of describing what
the Kingdom is. In both cases, the
value of the "Kingdom" is vastly
beyond any other economic value.
This may have been directed by
Matthew to his Church to emphasize

the cost of discipleship. The Dragnet
parable is similar to that of the wheat
and weeds that we read last week; in
both cases, "good" and "evil" coexist side by side--until the End, at
which time there is a ﬁnal reckoning.
Here we ﬁnd the same "ﬁre" image
used by Matthew.
This was a
relatively common understanding of
the punishment of the evil in the
afterlife at that time. We continue to
adopt the image when we popularly
portray Hell as "ﬁre." When the
disciples aﬃrm that they understand
all the above, Matthew may tip his
hand as to his identity in the last
sentence, for he described himself as
a "scribe." Further, one of the tasks
of his Gospel was to attempt to
reconcile the Jewish and Gentile
elements within his factious Church.
Hence, he brings out both "new" (the
novelty of Jesus' teachings) and the
"old," or the accepted teachings of
Torah, Prophets and Writings. This is,
indeed, a dialectic that continues
today...

Ambassadors of St. Paul

The Knights held their 2nd
Degree
Admissions
ceremony this past week
and welcomed four new
Brother Knights! Anselmo
Torres, Giovanni Hollis,
Eden Devora and Paul
Smith. Would you like to
have more information on how to become a Knight?
Please send an email to KofC@StPaulChurch.com

“We know that all things work for good for those who love God, who are called according to his purpose” (Rm 8:28).

Back to School Supply Drive
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St. Paul Faith Formation
We are rooted in Faith and growing in grace

Registration for the
Fall is in full swing!

REGISTRATION WEEKEND
Registration is currently ongoing for our Faith
Formation Program. For your convenience, we will be
registering after all the Masses the weekend of
August 5-6, 2017.
If your child is currently not attending a Catholic School,
they should be registered in our religious education
program. If your child is preparing for First Communion
or Conﬁrmation, they should be registered In our
Sacramental preparation Program.
Classes are ﬁlling up quickly, please don’t delay to
register now.

Classes begin August 19-20!
Faith Forma on is s ll in cri cal need of teachers
(catechists) for the following grades for the new year which
begins on August 20th.
1st through 8th grades, Sunday mornings (10:15am11:30am), Monday, Tuesday Wednesday evenings
(6:00pm-7:30pm) and
• Sunday a,ernoons (4pm-5:15pm) - High School
Conﬁrma on Prepara on and RCIA Teens
We also need assistants for many grade levels. If you love
to teach and you love to learn and can devote 2-3 hours per
week to serve the Church, this may be your golden
opportunity to share in our ministry to evangelize the good
news! If you are a parent of a child in Faith Forma on, your
tui on is free if you choose to teach!
•

Please contact the Faith Forma on Oﬃce at 813-961-3023
for more info on how you can share the Catholic faith with
one of the many Children that we have registered for next
year’s program which begins the weekend of August 20th.
Training is free and we will assist you so that you are
successful in your eﬀort to teach our children and
adolescents.

Please note that Children’s Liturgy of the Word
(9am and Saturday 7:30pm)
and the Parish Nursery (9am & 10:45am and Saturday
5:30pm)
continues during the Summer Months.

www.StPaulChurch.com

Catechist Retreat
If you are a Catechist in Faith Formation, you are
invited to our Catechist Retreat here in our parish
on August 5th from 9am and concluding with
5:30pm Mass. Lunch is provided. Afternoon session
is devoted to training and reviewing the curriculum.
Please RSVP to the Faith Formation oﬃce at 813-961
-3023 so we can make sure to have lunch for
everyone.

Safe Environment:

Child abuse is a
tragic reality which can be prevented.
How? 1. Talk to your children about
touching safety. Teach them that it is OK
to say “NO,” get away, and seek help. 2.
Help your children make a list of the
people they can turn to for help if they have a problem.
3. Teach your children that unsafe touch can happen
with people they know and trust; not only with
strangers.
4. Respect your children’s personal
boundaries. Teach them to trust their intuition about
others. 5. Be aware of those who have contact with
your children and be sure it is a “Safe Environment” with
at least two adults supervising whenever possible. For
more information, please call our Faith Formation oﬃce
813-961-3023.

“We know that all things work for good for those who love God, who are called according to his purpose” (Rm 8:28).

Works of Mercy
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Together for
Venezuela
Items needed:
• Clothes, and shoes of
any size
• Food non-perishable
• Baby formula, powder
milk, Pediasure
• Monetary donation of $5
or more to assist with
shipping costs
• First Aid Medicine items

Have you ever thought about being a Sponsor for Sponsor, you walk with a Candidate or Catechumen through a
someone who is willing to enter into the Catholic Church? formation process that culminates with initiation into the
In addition to the prayers we oﬀer for our candidates, there are
other speciﬁc ways parishioners can get involved in RCIA (Rite of
Christian Initiation of Adults). Baptized members of the
community serve as sponsors for candidates in the RCIA. A
sponsor is an active member of the parish who walks with the
candidate on the journey to new, fuller life in Christ. The sponsor
supports and guides the candidate along the way. The sponsor is
the candidate’s personal connection to the parish.
Being a Sponsor is like being a trusted friend. You share what
you can about your own faith journey. You oﬀer counsel and
support as you are able and to the extent that it is needed or
desired. You serve as a bridge to the larger St. Paul’s
community. You listen and you pray. Each relationship between
a Sponsor and a Candidate or Catechumen is unique. As a

Catholic Church.
Many prospective Sponsors ask themselves whether they are
worthy or qualiﬁed. The role of Sponsor is not that of
catechist. You are not expected to know every aspect of the
Church’s teaching, but rather simply to be a guide, an example
of a Catholic living your faith as best as you can. A Sponsor who
can admit his or her limitations and who continually tries to
grow is an excellent faith model. Sponsors are supported by the
parish’s RCIA Team.
There will be a meeting for all those who are interested in
becoming a sponsor :
Wednesday August 9th at 6:30 pm in the Parish Center
Or you can contact Maria Costa at : 813-961-3023 ext. 3305 –
mcosta@stpaulchurch.com for more information.

Faith Formation for all!
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Ask It Basket
“Why do you wear what looks like a
wedding ring on your left hand?”
Good question! When I was preparing
for ordination to the diaconate, a youth from this
parish gave it to me as a gift. I wear it as a sign of my
commitment to serve you much like a bishop wears his
episcopal ring. (In the past, when I was not dressed in
clerical blacks, it also helped me give notice that I was
“taken!”) In accord with the ancient tradition, I try to
remember to take it oﬀ (when my ﬁngers aren’t
swollen!) during the consecratory prayer at Mass as a
sign that, at that moment, nothing comes between the
priest and God ... not even ministry. (If you have a
question for the Ask It Basket, please contact
FrBill@StPaulChurch.com).

ST PAUL COUNCIL OF CATHOLIC WOMEN MEETING
We would like to invite all the women in our parish to
come join us for our meeting on Thursday, August 10, at
7pm in the Family Center kicking oﬀ our new CCW 20172018 year! We look forward to another year of service to
our Church and Community as well as developing
fellowship with other Catholic women in our parish.
* This will be a potluck event so please bring a dish to
share. Annual membership dues for the new year are $15
and will be collected at the meeting.

Are you as smart as a 5th grader?
Which statement about prayer is true? A.
Before meals is the best time for prayer.
B. God guarantees that you will receive
what you prayers for. C. When you pray
you should only use prayers approved by the Church. D.
God oﬀers grace and strength to those who pray.

A. D.

Looking
Ahead!
•August 4 - Back to School

Mass 12:15pm
•August 4 - First Friday
Mass 7:30pm
•August 5-6 - Coﬀee and
Donuts begin! - Back to
School Supply Drive and
Together for Venezuela
•August 11 - Midsummer
Night Dance

•August 15 - Feast of the

Assumption of Mary (holy
day of obligation) 7:30pm
Vigil, 7:30am, 12:15pm,
5:30pm, 7:30pm Spanish
•August 17 - Divine Mercy
Nights at the Movies
•August 19-20 - Faith
Formation Classes begin
•September 8 - Healing
Mass
•September 9-10 – Ministry
Fair

DEO GRATIAS!! In a few short weeks, our
Faith Formation classes will resume. This
year we hope to share our faith with over
800 students grades K-12. One of our goals this year is
to reduce our classroom size to ensure that our young
people receive the best education possible. We also
want to oﬀer a retreat day for each grade K-8. In order
to do this, we need catechists. You don’t have to have
a Masters Degree in Theology. What you do need is a
love for the Lord and His children. If you can help,
please contact the Faith Formation oﬃce as soon as
possible so that you can become certiﬁed. For all of
our returning catechists and aides, we give thanks to
God and oﬀer our prayers for you and your families!
This week we received bulletins from South Africa,
Illinois, New York, Washington, and Florida. Thank you
for sharing bulletins from your travels with us!
On a Lighter Note: A grandfather was delivering his
grandchildren to their home one day when a ﬁre truck
zoomed past. Sitting in the front seat of the ﬁre truck
was a Dalmatian dog. The children started discussing the
dog's duties. "They use him to keep crowds back," said
one child. "No," said another. "He's just for good luck."
A third child brought the argument to a close. "They use
the dogs," she said ﬁrmly, "to ﬁnd the ﬁre hydrants."

Lay Pastoral Ministry Institute
(LPMI) Year of Discernment
What is the LPMI? The Lay Pastoral Ministry
Institute (LPMI) of the Diocese of St. Petersburg is
a four-year program for lay leadership formation
consisting of an informal Year of Discernment,
and three years of formational training.
Upon the completion of these four years, the Institute oﬀers a
certiﬁcate in foundational pastoral ministry leadership and
participants are formally commissioned to service by the Bishop of
the Diocese of St. Petersburg during an evening prayer service. The
LPMI is built upon the principles put forward by the United States
Conference of Catholic Bishops in the document “Co-Workers in the
Vineyard of the Lord: A Resource for Guiding the Development of
Lay Ecclesial Ministry.”
Goals and Objectives

•The LPMI will serve as a resource for preparing persons, in
response to their baptismal call, for leadership and ministerial
roles in the parish, the diocese, the local community, and the
world.
•The LPMI will provide opportunities for persons to acquire
knowledge, develop skills, and strengthen commitment to a life
of discipleship in order to be eﬀective leaders in speciﬁc
ministries.
•The LPMI will encourage collaboration among LPMI participants
and their pastors in order to meet the ministerial needs in their
families, their parishes, the Church, the Diocese, and in the
world.
Saturday Classes begin in September 2017 Brochures are in the Narthex
Contact the LPMI oﬃce at the Diocese for more information at 727-344-1611, ext. 5458

“We know that all things work for good for those who love God, who are called according to his purpose” (Rm 8:28).

Stewardship a Way of Life
There are over 80 ministries at St.
Paul’s. We are a loving and caring
parish reaching out to all of our
parishioners. Watch the bulletin
for more information on how you
can become involved in parish life
and strengthen your spiritual journey to become closer to God.
Want to learn or improve your English
as a second language? Our trained
instructors can help you with everyday
conversational English. Classes will
begin in September so watch the bulletin for the date and time .
For more information, contact Rose Marie at 925-0806 or
ESL@StPaulChurch.com .

Every Thursday - 5:30 pm - 6: 30 pm
St. Michael Building
No Cost—No Registration Necessary

Call Jorge for more information at 877-7779
Out of Work or Underemployed?
We can help! Join us:

Every Thursday
8:30 am - 11:00 am
Family Center

Page11
11
Page
Page 11

REJOICE
IN HOPE
Goal:
$ 437,478
Pledged to date: 419,659
# of Pledges:
801
% of Goal:
96%

THANK YOU TO ALL OUR

2017 Annual
G E N E R O Pastoral
U S G I V E RAppeal
S!
We are almost there! Help us make/exceed our
commitment 4 years in the row! If you haven’t yet
pledged, there are envelopes in the Narthex or you can go
online to www.StPaulChurch.com,
at the bottom right click on the Online Giving box.
Leave a Legacy …

Leaving a legacy by including St. Paul
Church
in
your
will
is
most
appreciated. There can be many advantages to leaving a
gift in this way. Naming our parish as an entity in your
will, trust, or as a bene-iciary on a life insurance policy is a
way for any parishioner to bless future generations
through a legacy gift and support the ministry of the
church. For additional info please call Michael Maloney at

961-3023 e-mail mmaloney@stpaulchurch.com .

A Stewardship Moment …
Coffee & Donuts
begins August 6th
It is so hard to believe that August is
almost here, and so is the start of
Coffee and Donuts.
We will have the coffee brewing and
the fresh donuts ready to serve after the 7:30am, 9am,
&10:45am Masses. It is a great opportunity to learn more
about the Ministries at St. Paul and a great time to meet other
parishioners you see every Sunday but never get a chance to
say hello! And, kids of all ages really like the sprinkle donuts!
Would you like to be a part of this fun ministry? Time
commitment is what best -its your schedule. So, if you like
people and have a big smile, this is the ministry for you!
Contact Melanie at
CoffeeandDonuts@StPaulChurch.com

Sign up for Online Giving! It’s
simple and convenient.
Go to StPaulChurch.com, and click on
the Online Giving link for more info on how to sign up.

A profound stewardship prayer is offered by the young king
Solomon in today’s -irst reading. He asks
the Lord to give him an understanding
heart, compassion towards God’s people
and the insight to distinguish right from
wrong.
An understanding heart, or wisdom, is a gift from God. It is a
gift that enables us to make good decisions and prudent
choices. Cultivating and sharing this gift is essential,
especially when poor decisions and lack of compassion have
consequences that can adversely affect the lives of others.
Do we exercise good stewardship over the gift of wisdom? Do
we share our compassionate hearts with others?

Weekly Offertory
Sunday, July 23, 2017
Oﬀertory:
Online Giving:
Attendance:
Envelopes:

$ 26,169
$ 8,870
3,211
759

Thank you for your Generosity!

Mass Intentions
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Mass Intentions for the Week of July 30th
Saturday July 29, 2017 - St. Martha
5:30 pm
John Costello +
7:30 pm
Luis Acosta +
Sunday July 30, 2017 - Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
7:30 am
Mary and L.B. Van Treese+
9:00 am
Bruce Lauer +
10:45 am
Bruce Lauer +
12:30 pm
Patricia Ann Badcock Ferraro +
2:00 pm
Alberto and Maria Villagarcia +
5:30 pm
John Goward +
Monday July 31, 2017 - St. Ignatius of Loyola
7:30 am
Richard Molloy +
12:15 pm
Roberto Barreto +
Tuesday August 1, 2017 - St. Alphonsus Liguori
7:30 am
Gabe Falbo +
12:15 pm
Marie Bobak +
Wednesday August 2, 2017 - Sts. Eusebius and Peter Julian
7:30 am
Marie Bobak +
12:15 pm
Consecrated Life and Priestly Vocations (int.)
Thursday August 3, 2017
7:30 am
Dominic Bartolini +
12:15 pm
Emilio Tirado Vazquez +
Friday August 4, 2017 - St. John Vianney
7:30 am
Priests of the Diocese (int.)
12:15 pm
Michael Drabik +
7:30 pm
Barbara Morrison +
Saturday August 5, 2017 - The Dedication of the Basilica of St. Mary Major
8:30 am
Mike and Barbara Songy +
5:30 pm
R. Douglas Vance +
7:30 pm
St. Paul Parishioners (int.)
Sunday August 6, 2017 - The Transﬁguration of the Lord
7:30 am
Mark and Pat Van Treese (int.)
9:00 am
Jaroslaw P. Miernik +
10:45 am
Bruce Lauer +
12:30 pm
Frank Trinch +
2:00 pm
Carlina Velasquez +
5:30 pm
Kie Sioe Tan (int.)
Readings for the Week of July 30th
Sunday:
Monday:
Tuesday:
Wednesday:
Thursday:
Friday:
Saturday:
Sunday:

1 Kgs 3:5, 7:12 / Rom 8:29-30 / Mt 13:44-52
Ex 32:15-24, 30-34 / Mt 13:31-35
Ex 13:7-11, 34, 5b-9, 28 / Mt 13:36-43
Ex 34:29-35 / Mt 13:44-46
Ex 40:16-21, 34-38 / Mt 13:47-53
Lv 23:1, 4-11, 15-16, 27, 34b-37 / Mt 13:54-58
Lv 25:1, 8-17 / Mt 14:1-12
Dn 7:9-10, 13-14 / 2 Pt 1:16-19 / Mt 17:1-9

Faith in Action:

Do you really trust God? Do you believe
that all things work for good? Faith is a challenge for everyone
at times. Putting our trust in God, in everything we do, means that
God's plan for our lives may be diﬀerent than our plan. When one
door closes, another one opens. Trust in God, His plan is always
better.

Prayer for Protection from Hurricanes:
God, our Father, Creator and Lord of
the Universe, you have set the earth on
its foundation and all elements of
nature obey your command. We
humbly beseech you to keep us safe
from all dangers and to calm the
storms that threaten us. May we be
secure in your loving protection and
serve you always with grateful hearts.
We ask this through our Lord, Jesus
Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
forever and ever. Amen.

Something Missing?
There are a
number of couples in our parish who
are living in irregular marriages or
marriages which have not been
blessed in the Church. Remember, it
is not suﬃcient for Catholics to be
civilly married or married in a nonCatholic church.
For validity,
Catholics must be married in a
ceremony recognized by the Church.
Don’t wait. We’re here to help! If
nether of you was previously
divorced, contact Maria at the parish
oﬃce to have your marriage
convalidated (961-3023). It is very
easy and won’t take much of your
time. If you or your spouse were
previously divorced, contact the
priest or deacon of your choosing to
start the “annulment” process so
that, hopefully, your present marriage
can be convalidated. Let us help you!

“We know that all things work for good for those who love God, who are called according to his purpose” (Rm 8:28).

Outreach Ministries and Community Events
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St. Vincent De Paul
Pantry Hours Monday & Thursday 9am -12pm
Assistance Line: 813-264-3325

Thanks to each of you who continue to support
SVDP. You are listening to the prompting of the
Holy Spirit to feed the hungry and house the
homeless.
Our St. Vincent de
Paul
Food
Pantry
regularly feeds more
than 50 families each
week.
Feeding so
many,
our
pantry
shelves don’t stay full for very long. If you
would like to help, food donations can be left in
the marked baskets in the church Narthex.

The U.S. bishops invite the faithful to
join a movement of prayer and
sacriﬁce for the protection of life,
marriage, and religious liberty in our
country. Serious threats to each of these have raised
unprecedented challenges to the Church and the nation.
When confronted with challenges, our Lord calls us to
sacriﬁce and pray. usccb.org/issues-and-action/take-action-now

Wish List This Week:
Soup, Canned Meat, Pork & Beans
Thank you for your generosity! ~ SVdP

Marriage

Struggling?

If your marriage has
become troubled and stressed, unloving or uncaring; if
you have grown cold and distant; even if you are divorced
or separated, or are thinking about it, no matter how bad
it may be… Retrouvaille can help, as it has helped tens of
thousands of others. Our next program in Tampa begins
Aug 18-20, 2017.
For more information, visit
www.HelpingMarriages.org, or call (813) 816-0711.
AA Meetings: Do you feel your life is out of control? Is
Alcohol ruining your life? Help is here! Our parish is blest
to host weekly Alcoholics Anonymous meetings on every
Wednesday at 8:15pm in the St Michael Cabin. For more
information, call 813-933-9123. May God bless you!

St. Paul Divorced and Separated Support Group
Providing caring support for both women and men
experiencing separation or divorce. Meets every Friday at
7:30 pm in the Parish Center C. For more information
please contact Dom Henke at 813-205-1735.

A Night of Praise and Adoration at St. Patrick Catholic
Church - 4518 S. Manhattan Dr. Tampa
Saturday, August 12 at 7:30pm
Questions? Contact Ali at (760) 299-3639
There will be live praise and worship, adoration,
confessions available, and prayer ministry. We hope you
can come and experience Freedom to Worship our God
with all your heart, soul, mind, and strength!

Serving St. Paul Parishioners
for 25 Years!
Legal Consultation and Referral
Service on Mondays and
Wednesdays by appointment.
Please call 813-961-3023.

Counseling Services
oﬀered by
Dr. Pat Berne
Please call to make an
appointment
813-961-3023

BEREAVEMENT MINISTRY OF
ST. PAUL
Join us every second and fourth Tuesday of
the month at 7:30pm in the Parish Center
Room H.
August 8 & 22

NFP Introductory Class:

Wednesday, August 2nd @ 7pm
A Natural Family Planning (NFP)
introductory class will be held in
the Parish Center for all couples
who would like to learn more, all
are welcome! More information,
contact
Maria
Costa,
mcosta@stpaulchurch.com or call the Parish Oﬃce
at 813-961-3023, ext. 3305.

