Sunday August 13, 2017

Nineteenth Sunday in
Ordinary Time

St. Paul Catholic Church
and Preschool

www.StPaulChurch.com
12708 N Dale Mabry Hwy. Tampa, FL 33618 - 813-961-3023

Feast of the
Assumption of
our Blessed
Mother Mary
(Holy Day of
Obligation)
Tuesday August 15th

7:30pm Vigil
(Monday)

7:30am, 12:15pm,
and 5:30pm
and
7:30pm
(en español)

"Formed by Word and Sacrament, we, the people of St. Paul Catholic Church,
are a Spirit-led, Eucharist-centered, vibrant multicultural Christian
community of faith, living our love for God and neighbor
while growing together as disciples of Christ."

Growing together as disciples of Christ
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All are Welcome!
Weekend Masses
Saturday Masses
8:30am Mass
(Morning Prayer and
Benediction 8:10am)

Saturday Vigil
Mass 5:30pm
Missa em
Português: 7:30pm

Sunday Masses
7:30am, 9:00am, 10:45am,
12:30pm, 5:30pm
Misa en Español: 2:00pm

Weekday Masses
Monday to Friday
7:30am and 12:15pm
First Friday Mass 7:30pm
Saturday - 8:30am
(Morning Prayer and
Benediction 8:10am)

Reconciliation/Confession
Saturdays 10am and 4pm
or upon request
24 Hour Eucharistic
Adoration

Every Wednesday
8am to 9pm
Every Friday 8:30am
to Saturday 8:20am
Morning Prayer
Monday - Friday 7:10am
Saturday 8:10am
Anointing of the Sick
Every Second Saturday of the
Month at 8:30am
Church Office Address:

12708 N. Dale Mabry Hwy
Tampa, FL 33618-2802
813.961.3023
Fax 813.962.8780
Office Hours: 8am to 4pm
www.StPaulChurch.com
ParishCommunications@StPaulChurch.com

Our Vision Statement:

“Growing Together
as Disciples of Christ.”

My dear friends,
This Tuesday we celebrate the Solemnity of the Assumption of
the Blessed Virgin Mary into heaven. This dogma was defined by
the Venerable Pope Pius XII on November 1, 1950: “We
pronounce, declare and define it to be divinely revealed dogma
that the immaculate Mother of God, the ever Virgin Mary, having
completed the course of her earthly life, was assumed body and
soul into heavenly glory.”
Although not found in Sacred Scripture, it was long held that
Mary’s body, which bore the Savior of the world, was preserved from the corruption
of death. In the Eastern traditions, back in the 6th century, there are homilies which
speak of Mary’s body being assumed into heaven shortly after death. In the Western
traditions, we tend to speak of her “dormition” - she was assumed into heaven
during sleep. When it happened is really not very significant. What is important is
that Mary, the first disciple of Christ and model of the Church, has led the way.
Where she has gone we all hope to follow!
It is also important to note that Mary was “assumed.” She didn’t “ascend.” In other
words, even Mary, the Immaculate Mother of God needed the grace of God to enter
heaven. She could not enter on her own “merits.” As recent joint proclamations
between the Holy See and our Protestant brothers and sisters affirms, we are saved
by God’s grace. We respond to God’s grace with an act of faith. That act of faith is
expressed through our thoughts, words, and deeds. Nothing we say or do will merit
salvation. It is a gift from God. How we respond is our gift to God and an expression
of our faith.
Remember that the Solemnity of the Assumption is a Holy Day of Obligation. In
other words, it is to be treated as a Sunday. All Catholics who are able should fully
participate in the Holy Mass, enjoy time meditating on the Word of God and other
holy writings, spend some time caring for those in need, and abstaining from
unnecessary work. Our Mass schedule is: 7:30pm Vigil Mass on Monday, August 14.
On the feast day, Tuesday August 15: 7:30am, 12:15pm, 5:30pm, and 7:30pm en
español.
I also encourage you to offer the Glorious Mysteries of the Rosary some time during
the day for peace in the world, for the sick and dying, and for the poor forgotten
souls in purgatory.
Last but not least, I have news to share. Sonia Eberhardt has graciously accepted
our invitation to serve the parish as Coordinator of Religious Education. She will be
working closely with our Faith Formation Team, catechists, and parents to provide
excellent Catholic faith formation programs to our children in grades K-5.
Our good friend Louise Romano is stepping down as our Liturgist for personal issues.
She has truly been a blessing to me and our entire parish and her many gifts will be
sorely missed. If you are interested in this position, please contact Michael Maloney
at the parish office.
Please keep Sonia and Louise and our parish in your prayers during this time of
transition.
Growing together as disciples of Christ!

“He said, “Come”. Peter got out of the boat and began to walk on the water toward Jesus” (Mt 14:29).

Parish Upcoming Events
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Welcome, Bienvenidos,
Bem-vindos to St. Paul!
Are you interested in participating in a
Women's Catholic Study?
Join the
Women of Grace Foundational Study at
St. Paul. The Women of Grace® Study Program leads
women on an exciting journey to discover the gift of
authentic femininity™, holiness of life, and woman's
purpose and mission in the world today. Taking the
Blessed Virgin Mary as their exemplar and Spiritual
Mother, participants grow in the feminine virtues and the
secrets of true fulfillment. This is a nine-week study that
will meet on Saturday mornings starting September 16 th
from 10am-noon in the Parish Center. There will be a live
information session on Saturday August 26th from 10noon in the Parish Center for those planning to
participate as well as those interested in learning more
about the study. If you are interested in attending the
study or learning more you can also email Allison Poff and
Diana McKinney at:
Women-of-Grace@StPaulChurch.com

Our Lady of Good
Health Mass

Saturday, August 18th
7pm
Join us in this beautiful
Marian devotion!

A Special Prayer Opportunity:
Would you like to become aware of how God
is present in your life?
The Spiritual
Exercises of St. Ignatius can help you find God
in every situation, relationship, and
experience of life. If you desire to find God in
everything, you are invited to make the Ignatian
Spiritual Exercises. They require that you devote 20
minutes to prayer each day. A small book, Challenge, by
Mark Link, SJ, will guide your daily prayer. After each
prayer time, you are asked to record some idea or
thought from your reflection. The group making this life
-transforming journey meets once a week. Groups are
limited to 10 people, so register soon. To join the
Tuesday
morning
group,
please
e-mail
sistertheresa@stpaulchurch.com. Thursday morning
group will be facilitated by Fran Carideo, a certified
Spiritual Director. Call her at 813-933-4338 or e-mail
jandfc@aol.com. The book will be given to participants
at the first meeting. Cost: $10.00.
Spiritual Exercise Groups: Meet in Parish Center

Tuesday mornings, beginning August 22 9-10am

Thursday mornings, beginning August 24

Faith Formation Orientations
Week of August 13-16
At your scheduled class time
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Children's Corner
Infant Baptism
‘I baptize you in the name of the Father,
and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit’

Excellence in Catholic preschool education for over 30 years

WELCOME BACK PRESCHOOL STAFF!
This week we welcome back our teachers with a
special Mass, orientation and meetings. We are
blessed to have such a wonderful and qualified
group of teachers!
We also look forward to seeing all primary
caregivers and parents at our Orientation Meeting
that will take place
Thursday, August 17th
at 7pm
in the Family Center.
Students return to school on
Monday, August 21st and Tuesday the 22nd.

We hope you have a blessed last few weeks of
summer and look forward to seeing you soon :).

Congratulations! We rejoice with you and your family in
welcoming your child into the Body of Christ through the
waters of Baptism during the month of July 2017. Please pray
for our 29 newly baptized members of the St. Paul Parish
Family:
David Enrique Conde, Ella Mahealani Drew, Christian Victor
Leonard, Camden Sheppard Marez, Torrie Sophia Moore,
Indira Catherine Nelson, Abel Ali Ramirez, Tyler Francis
Wong, Henry Kristofer Loper, Jalina Jayde Ramsey, Elena
Valentina Rojo, Maxwell John Thibeaux, Elijah Alexander
Thomas, Jack Bradley Wiles, Olivia Marie Alvarado, Vivienne
Aucena, Luke Benjamin Beach, Marchelo Antonio
DeGenova, Victoria Estelle Martinez, Carina Veronica
Patrick, Filippo Charles Vespa, Arianna Janelle PerezPortillo, Bryce Aguero, Julian Raul Aguilar, Kamila Esther
Aguilar, Dayran Blanco Guevara, Pamela Polanco Lugo, Alice
Gomes Meira, and Jonathan Ruiz

DIVINE MERCY PILGRIMAGE
MOVIE NIGHTS

To find out more about our preschool
contact us at 813-264-3314;
Maguiar@StPaulChurch.com or visit our website
for more information at
www.StPaulCatholicPreschool.org

You are invited to a series of Nights at the
Movies! Each movie will be held in the Parish
Center at 7pm.
August 17
Ocean of Mercy
September 21 Faustina
October 26
Karol - The Pope, the Man
November 9 Divine Mercy No Escape
January 18
Life for Life: Maximilian Kolbe
February 22
The Face of Mercy
March 15
The Original Image of Divine
Mercy

“He said, “Come”. Peter got out of the boat and began to walk on the water toward Jesus” (Mt 14:29).

Liturgy Corner
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Saints of God: This Tuesday is the Feast of the

Pope Francis: “What a grace when a

Assumption of Mary and the Feast of St
Tarcisius, patron saint of youth, especially
altar servers. Tarcisius was an altar server
during the time of the persecutions of the
Roman Emperor Valerian (c. 257). After Mass
one day, he offered to take the Blessed
Sarament to the sick. He felt that no one would suspect
someone so young would have Holy Communion. He
said: “My youth will be the best shield for the
Eucharist.” He placed the Blessed Sacrament close to
his heart and left. Some boys met him along the way
and wondered what he was doing. When Tarcisius
resisted their questions they became more insistent.
When they realized that he was a Christian, they stoned
him to death. The host he was guarding so zealously
was found to have become one with his body, “thereby
forming, together with his body, a single immaculate
Host offered to God.” He was buried in the catacombs
of St. Callistus. St Tarcisius, pray for our youth!

Christian truly becomes a “Christ –
opher, [Christopher]” that is, a “Christbearer” in the world! — especially for
those going through situations of mourning, of despair,
of darkness and of hatred. And this is understood by
many small particulars: by the light that a Christian
keeps in his eyes, by the background of serenity which
is not even affected in the most complicated days, by
the desire to begin to love again even when one has
experienced many disappointments. In the future,
when the history of our days is written, what will be
said of us? That we were capable of hope or that we
put our light under the bushel? If we are faithful to our
Baptism, we will spread the light of hope, Baptism is
the beginning of hope, that hope of God and we will be
able to transmit to the future generations reasons for
living” (Pope Francis, Audience, 2 August 2017).

Please keep all Servicemen and women in your prayers and
especially those from our church family:
Hans C. Arcand, 2nd LT. USAF
Martin O. Reina, USCG
Patrick Rose, Capt PA, US Army
Nicholas Ringo, III US Navy
Mathew M Colon, Sgt., US Army
Michael Dunkelberger, Master Sargent, USAF
Christopher A. Garcia, LTJG, U.S. Navy
Richard Majette, Captain, USMC
Katrina Monti, Captain, PA US Army
Jonathan Monti, Major, PA US Army
Richard Sison Jr, 2nd Lt., USAF
Matthew Mooney, Captain, USAF
Curtis Gardner, Sergeant, USAF
Adriana Trigg, USAF
Anthony Mazzie, US Army
Luis Luccani, PO, US Navy
Austin Jacob Ferlita, Pvt2s, US Army
Josh C. Seal, PO, US Navy
Corinna Fleischmann, CDR, USCG.
Morganne Oyler, US Navy
Sean C. Andino, Ensign, US Navy
Thomas Krasnicki, Lt, US Navy
Brett Smith, US Marine Corp.
Dominick J. Agnes III, Sgt, US Marine Corps
 Brian J. Babin, SS, USMC
Spencer M. Brown, U.S. Army, Pvt.
John Erickson, Cpl US Army
Jacob Torrens, US Army, Pvt
To add your family member’s name serving on active duty,

Eucharistic Adoration
We invite you, your family and
friends to join us every
Wednesday (8am-9 pm) and Friday
(8am-Sat. 8am)
for Eucharistic Adoration to the
Blessed Sacrament.
“Give all your anxiety to the Lord because He cares for you.” 1 Peter 5:7

Our Parish Family News
Welcome New Parishioners! Bienvenidos!
Juvenal Avila, Blanca Hernandez, Fernando Garcia, Sonia
Lopez, Arcadio Linares, Maria Gomez, Brian Morrison,
Robinson Munoz, Leidy Escobar, Ignacio Recio, CCherie Rolle,
Min Tra, Quynh-Mai Nguyen, Edgardo Valentin, Brandon
Glaze, Mr. and Mrs. Luis Ronnau.
Born into Eternal Life:
Douglas Dirk French, William “Bill” Miller, Joseph Martin
Fuchs, Teresa Nin Garcia, Helen Horton, Gualberto Ortiz,
Maryellen Kuhla , Marie Bobak, Ruth Schneider, James F.
Traina, Joan White Pinard, Mary Giovenco, Amelia
Pellegrino, Carol Sullivan, Doris Lepa, Rafael Gamez.
Please Pray for those who are sick in our Parish:
Tom Anz, Marilyn Powers Sandy Barrett, Fred Cogswell, Vicki
Winsor, Sherri Stanley, Louis Anthony Colosio, Mike
Shemroske, Nell Anz, Frieda Heimbach, Sharon Stinson
Arnold LoDuca, Aaron Ruiz, Johanna Sanchez, Christine
White, Richard Schardt, Lorena Zuluaga, Aida Murphy, Cathy
Lindberg, Max Zambrano, Leo Murphy, Suzette Hillis, Wendy
Cathell, Gabriel Espinosa and Jane Miller. To add a name to
the list email: LRomano@StPaulChurch.com.
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Reflections on Scripture

Due to copyright restrictions, we cannot print
the Scriptures before the reflections of Mr.
Conroy. The Scripture for today’s liturgy can
be found in our St. Paul App.

I. I Kings 19:9a, 11-13a. What does God
sound like?
Reflection: The context of this short
reading is important. First, Elijah was
a fugitive from Queen Jezebel for
having slain all the prophets of Ba'al.
(I Kg 18:40). Second, he had fled to
the desert, and had marched 40 days
and 40 nights (symbolic?) to Horeb
(Sinai) where God had appeared to
Moses and had proclaimed the Law
(Ex. 20:1-17). What is remarkable
about this lovely story is that Elijah
perceived God not in the hurricane,
not in the earthquake, not in the fire,
but in the "tiny whispering sound."
At this, Elijah hid his face, for "no one
can see God and live."(Ex. 33:20). But
the concept of a God who reveals
Himself in a whisper is unlike any
other god of the Ancient Near East.
For Ba'al (the main competitor in this
section of Scripture) was the stormgod, the cloud-rider. The Greeks
knew him as Zeus. No one had a
"God who revealed himself in quiet."
II. Romans 9:1-5
A Painful Realization.
Reflection: St. Paul now begins a

By Jack Conroy, Ph.D.

new section that just touches upon
something extremely important to
the author: the relationship with
Jesus' co-religionists. St. Paul spends
Chapters 9 through 11 working
through the surprising (to him)
phenomenon that Jews were not
flocking to the Good News of Jesus
Christ. Yet, they were the Chosen
People, St. Paul's "kindred according
to the flesh." If we read the Acts of
the Apostles, we see that St. Paul
generally began preaching in a
synagogue; but he was often thrown
out and had to reach out to the
Gentiles. This pained St. Paul, as we
see. We may share his pain when we
reflect upon a child or friend who
was brought up in the Church and
then left, or who might practice his
or her faith in a mechanical manner.
And we might actually examine our
own consciences: are we so tied to
our "traditions" that we are unable
to accept a different vision, even if
that vision is rooted in Scripture? If
we were practicing Jews, and St. Paul
brought a new Gospel, would we
follow him?
III. Matthew 14:22-33
Walk on Water.
Reflection: Once again, we have
what is commonly called a "miracle

story," where Jesus walked on water.
And once again, I suggest we have to
look beneath the tale to understand
what the Evangelist might be saying.
Recall that Matthew was not writing
a "history" in the way we might
today; he was proclaiming the "Good
News," and providing a theology for
his church that was experiencing
difficulties. Peter might be the real
object of the story. Matthew places
Peter in a position of primacy (16:18)
by giving him the keys to the
kingdom and taking him up to the
mountain where Jesus is transfigured
(17:1). Yet, all the disciples (including
Peter) fled at His arrest, and it is
Peter who denies Jesus three times.
Maybe this story is the real story of
Peter, someone who had faith, who
"sank" when he tried to imitate the
Lord, but who ultimately reached out
and grasped the hand of the Lord
and thereby was able to function. In
a sense, Peter is sort of like us; we
are offered a model and are invited
to walk in His footsteps. We try, but
sink; maybe it is by reaching out, to
the Word, to the Sacraments, to
others in the Community, might be
what keeps us from drowning.

Help Wanted

Full Time Liturgist to join the staff
at St. Paul Catholic Church.
This candidate will work closely with our liturgical
ministries preparing for the weekend celebrations.
Flex hours including nights and weekends during the
40 hour week to accommodate funerals and other
special liturgies. Bilingual is a plus.
Check DOSP.org for a full job description.
Send resume to our parish manager,
Michael Maloney at
MMaloney@StPaulChurch.com.
1-800-644-4659

“He said, “Come”. Peter got out of the boat and began to walk on the water toward Jesus” (Mt 14:29).

High School Students!!
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We are honored to begin a new spiritual group this school year..

Disciples of the Eucharist for High School Students
All are welcome!
If your high schooler is interested in joining Disciples of the Eucharist, they
can expect to be a part of a group of teens who want to spend time with the
Lord in Adoration, learn more about their Catholic faith, and get to know
other friends who love their faith, too.
Here are a few details about the Friday night meetings:
ADORATION AND MEETING AT ST. PAUL'S
We will meet once or twice a month for Adoration at St. Paul
Catholic Church (12708 N Dale Mabry Hwy, Tampa, FL 33618) from
6:30pm - 7:30pm. We will join the Apostles of the Eucharist young
adults in Adoration for this Holy Hour.
FORMATION AND FELLOWSHIP
After Adoration we will have snacks at the picnic table followed by a short social time before we go into
the prayer room for our formation time when we begin our study of the book A EUCHARISTIC
HANDBOOK from the St. Peter Julian Eymard library, Volume 6. At this time the Apostles of the
Eucharist young adults will go to the St. Michael building with either Fr. Bill Swengros or a speaker, along
with a mentor, and Disciples of the Eucharist will go to the prayer room with the other mentors. The
mentors (Suzann Corral, Gloria Jung, Valerie Merimee and Laura Worhacz) will be leading the Disciples of
the Eucharist in their study material and discussion. The books will cost $10 each — the actual cost is a bit
less, but we are going to take the few extra dollars to set aside for any needs we may have during the
year for this group, or to help any families that may not be able to afford a book. The teens will typically read about 3
pages in the book at each meeting and since we know how busy high school can be, many may bring their books to
Adoration and read there. Simple and saintly. If your teen plans to attend the Friday night meetings, please contact
Mrs. Valerie Merimee at merimee@verizon.net to order your book. FEEL FREE TO SHARE THIS INFORMATION WITH
YOR FRIENDS!
Pick up time will be at the Pavilion at 9:30pm. Disciples of the Eucharist is a branch of the Congregation of the Blessed
Sacrament. Our spiritual director is Fr. William Fickel, SSS, the pastor of St. Vincent de Paul in Holiday, FL.
Below you will find the tentative schedule for Disciples of the Eucharist high school group for the 2017 - 2018 school
year. We are very excited to begin this journey with YOU!
AUGUST
Adoration meeting dates:
August 25:
St. Paul Adoration,
formation and birthday celebrations
SEPTEMBER
September 8:
St. Paul
Adoration and formation
September 29:
St. Paul
Adoration, formation and
birthday celebrations
OCTOBER
October 13:
October 27:

St. Paul Adoration and formation
St. Paul Adoration, formation and
birthday celebrations

NOVEMBER
November 10:
St. Paul Adoration, formation
and November and December birthday celebrations
DECEMBER
December 15:

St. Paul Festival of Lessons and Carols

JANUARY
January 12:
January 26:
birthday celebrations

St. Paul Adoration and formation
St. Paul Adoration, formation and

FEBRUARY
February 9:
February 23:
celebrations — LENT

St. Paul Adoration and formation
St. Paul Adoration and birthday
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St. Paul Faith Formation

We are rooted in Faith and growing in grace

Registration for the
Fall is in full swing!

Registration is currently ongoing for our Faith
Formation Program.
If your child is currently not attending a Catholic School,
they should be registered in our religious education
program. If your child is preparing for First Communion
or Confirmation, they should be registered In our
Sacramental preparation Program.
Classes are filling up quickly, please don’t delay to
register now.

Classes begin August 19-20!

www.StPaulChurch.com
Faith Formation is still in critical need of teachers
(catechists) for the following grades for the new year
which begins on August 20th.
1st through 8th grades, Sunday mornings (10:15am11:30am), Monday, Tuesday Wednesday evenings
(6:00pm-7:30pm) and
 Sunday afternoons (4pm-5:15pm) - High School
Confirmation Preparation and RCIA Teens
We also need assistants to many grade levels. If you love
to teach and you love to learn and can devote 2-3 hours
per week to serve the Church, this may be your golden
opportunity to share in our ministry to evangelize the good
news! If you are a parent of a child in Faith Formation, your
tuition is free if you choose to teach!

St. Paul Children’s Choir



Please contact the Faith Formation Office at 961-3023 for
more info on how you can share the Catholic faith with one
of the many Children that we have registered for next
year’s program which begins the weekend of August 20th.
Training is free and we will assist you so that you are
successful in your effort to teach our children and
adolescents.
Friendly Reminder: As parents, we would never do
anything to deprive our children of the experiences they
need to develop physically, intellectually, or emotionally.
Yet, many parents deprive their children of the spiritual
experiences they need ... to participate at Mass EACH
weekend, to attend Faith Formation programs, and daily
prayer at home. As we begin a new school year, let’s
redouble our commitment to our children’s spiritual wellbeing!

We invite you to become a member of the St.
Paul Children’s Choir! The choir meets on
Tuesday afternoons from 5pm-6pm, beginning
September 5. (You may also want to consider
registering for the Faith Formation session which
follows choir rehearsal)
The Children’s Choir sings at the 9am Sunday
mass approximately once a month during the
school year. The choir is open for children
starting in 2nd grade. (Middle schoolers may
participate in this choir as well as the Middle
School choir) Please consider participating in this
important liturgical ministry for children. There
are plenty of spaces available. To register, or for
more information, please contact Mary Gant at
813-961-3023, or Mgant@StPaulChurch.com.

“He said, “Come”. Peter got out of the boat and began to walk on the water toward Jesus” (Mt 14:29).

Adult Formation Programs
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Do you…Need to be baptized? Have been baptized in another Christian tradition and
desire to become Catholic? Have been baptized Catholic, need to know more about the
Catholic faith and are in need of First Communion and/or Confirmation?
This “Journey of Faith” will give you the opportunity to:
Journey with others, Foster a deeper relationship with Jesus and the Church he founded, Learn more about the
Catholic Faith.

Beginning:
Sunday, August 20, 2017 at 10:00 am at the St Michael Archangel Building (English)
Tuesday, August 29, 2017 at 7:00 pm in the Prayer Room - Church (Spanish)
To register or to get more information, please contact
Maria Costa at 813-961-3023 ext.3305
mcosta@stpaulchurch.com
Deacon Carlos Celaya at 813-961-3023
ccelaya@stpaulchurch.com
Carmen Cayon at 813-961-3023 ext. 3337
ccayon@stpaulchurch.com

Journey through Scripture
Adult Formation with Fr. Bob Romaine
You are invited to monthly Adult Formation Sessions led by
Fr. Bob starting on Thursday, September 21st at 7pm in the
Family Center. Meet every third Thursday of the month for
24 sessions to discover our Journey through Scripture!
We hope to see you then!
For more information
please email
FrBob@StPaulChurch.com
Or contact the Parish Office at
813-961-3023.

Catholic Life © Bible Study
Starting September 6

The Gospel of Matthew
Classes include small group
discussion and a lecture in every
class, offering historic and Scriptural
background with Church tradition. Each class gives
ways to apply God’s Word in our everyday living. Bring
your Bible and a friend! No prior experience is
necessary. Beginners are welcome!
Wednesday Mornings 9am-11am
Wednesday Evenings 7:15pm-9pm
St. Paul Family Center
Questions, call Suzanne Casey at 813-962-4885 or
email suzannetim@verizon.net

Faith Formation for all!
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Ask it Basket: “Is it acceptable for a
Catholic to enter a Mosque.”
Certainly!
St John Paul II, Pope
Benedict XVI, and Pope Francis have,
but not for prayer. I went to see the
art and architecture. There were no services taking
place at the time and I stayed close to my hosts so that
I wouldn’t inadvertently offend. I did the same when
visiting Hindu temples last month. I think that my
friends were impressed that I showed interest and
respect for their beliefs. I hope that helps you. (If you
have a question for the Ask It Basket, please contact
FrBill@StPaulChurch.com).

DEO GRATIAS!! We are blest with amazing
teams of catechists who help prepare
parents and godparents for the baptism of
their babies. We are so grateful for all they
do for us. If you are interested in being a catechists,
contact Elizabeth or Carmen in the parish office. This
week we received bulletins from New Jersey, North
Carolina, Pennsylvania, and Florida. May God bless
you!
Words of Wisdom: “We cultivate a very small field for
Christ, but we love it, knowing that God does not require
great achievements but a heart that holds back nothing
for self.”
– St Rose Philippine Duschesne
On a Lighter Note: A Catholic boy and a Jewish boy were
talking and the Catholic boy said, "My priest knows more
than your rabbi." The Jewish boy said, "Of course he
does, you tell him everything."

A most appreciative thank you to all the parishioners
who contributed to our Toiletry Drive a few weeks
ago. The Children's Home Network (helping abused
and trafficked children) called to say, "How much
these items were direly needed, especially those for
use at the maternity cottage. Our donations were a
blessing". Your continued support is brightening
many lives!
SOS Human Trafficking Ministry Members

Television Mass: We are blest to have access to
EWTN on our cable networks. In addition to fine
program, it offers the celebration of the Mass
four times a day (see www.ewtn.com). Our own
diocesan radio station, Spirit FM, 90.5 FM also
broadcasts the Mass. Please be sure to share the good
news with our homebound and institutionalized. If you
or someone you know would like a copy of our Music
Issue, please stop by the parish office.

Are you as smart as a 5th grader? ?
What does a rainbow signify?

A. A rainbow signifies the covenant with God entered
with Noah never to destroy the earth again by flood.

Looking
Ahead!

August 15 - Feast of the

Assumption of Mary (holy
day of obligation) 7:30pm
Vigil, 7:30am, 12:15pm,
5:30pm, 7:30pm Spanish
August 17 - Divine Mercy
Nights at the Movies

August 19-20 - Faith

Formation Classes begin
September 8 - Healing
Mass
September 9-10 – Ministry
Fair
September 21 - Divine
Mercy Nights at the Movies

Honoring a Loved One …
Friends and parishioners of St. Paul Parish can now
remember a loved one, living or deceased, or memorialize
an important life event through the Our Lady of Good
Health memorial pavers. Each paver is engraved with your
special inscription.
For more info, contact Nancy at 961-3023 or e-mail
nkissane@StPaulChurch.com .

“He said, “Come”. Peter got out of the boat and began to walk on the water toward Jesus” (Mt 14:29).

Stewardship a Way of Life
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Coffee & Donuts

Stewardship of Our Sisters and Brothers
“On the Street”
A few months ago, Pope Francis made one of his off-the-cuff
comments that stirred hearts but left a few puzzled. In an
interview about refugees, the topic turned to giving to individuals
begging on the street. To Christian stewards, especially urban
dwellers, this is a common sight: the man at the busy intersection
with the sign, the person near the coffee shop jingling change in a
cup. Do we give? No matter our response, we are left with a sense
of unease, and perhaps even guilt. Pope Francis told the
interviewer that it “is always right” to give to the asker, and
encouraged us to give with respect and compassion. “Tossing
money and not looking into their eyes” is not the behavior of a
Christian, he added.
Some responded with rather legalist, but none-the-less practical
counter-arguments. How do we know they won’t buy alcohol or
tobacco? Shouldn’t we give instead to charities which assist those
on the street?
In his typical thoughtful way, Pope
Francis addressed these concerns. We
all use our money for some guilty
pleasures, he said. There’s yesterday’s
pastry, or last night’s extra glass of
wine. In words we remember Pope
Francis speaking on another occasion,
“Who am I to judge?” Essentially,
giving
should
come
without
judgement.
But Pope Francis isn’t issuing rules, but speaking to our attitude.
The person begging for our help is just that: a person, with a need
for human dignity. And we too have a need, the urge to respond
with love to the God who has given us everything. We don’t give
because we see the beneficial outcome before our eyes. We give
because we have a need to give, because God placed that need in
our hearts. Almsgiving is an ancient and inherent part of the JudeoChristian tradition.
If we offer money, or perhaps a bag of snacks which many carry
in their cars for such an occasion, do we smile and look someone in
the eye? Do we ever stop to chat? Have we offered, not just a
donation, but a brief encounter, perhaps offering our first name
and asking theirs? Do we treat the poor we encounter as equals, or
do we avert our eyes as we pass? Do we understand our own need
to give? Christian stewards keep Pope Francis’ words in mind: “In
the shoes of the other, we learn to have a great capacity for
understanding, for getting to know difficult situations.”
International Catholic Stewardship Council August 2017

Hosted today by

RCIA
Are you interested in learning how to come into the
Catholic faith? Maria Costa and her RCIA team members
would love to talk to you. Stop by, say hello, and enjoy
the company of other great parishioners.

_________________________

Thank You Garcia Family
Last weekend, The Garcia Family hosted the opening of
Coffee and Donuts. They have been our hosts in the past,
and we truly appreciate their commitment to St. Paul’s.
Would your family like to host a Coffee and Donuts? It’s
fun, and you get a chance to meet so many nice people!
Melanie would be happy to give you more information.
Contact her at CoffeeandDonuts@StPaulChurch.com.

September 9th & 10th
After All Masses
A Parish Event - All are Welcome!
Who will be there? What to Do?









Great fun for the whole family.
Meet members of our many ministries
Prayer groups of all languages
Religious Ed and Adult Faith formation
Catholic Schools in the St. Paul area.
Bing Game for prizes.
Children games and a bounce house.
Registration for new parishioners

Bring the whole family and meet other members
of your St. Paul Parish Family!

Leave a Legacy … Leaving a legacy by including
St. Paul Church in your will is most
appreciated. There can be many advantages to
leaving a gift in this way. For additional info please call Michael
Maloney at 961-3023 e-mail mmaloney@stpaulchurch.com .

Sign up for Online Giving! It’s
simple and convenient.
Go to StPaulChurch.com, and click on
the Online Giving link for more info on how to sign up.

Weekly Offertory
Sunday August 6, 2017
Offertory:
Online Giving:
Attendance:
Envelopes:

$ 30,339
$ 15,675
3,421
836

Thank you for your Generosity!
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Mass Intentions

Mass Intentions
for the Week of August 13th
Saturday August 12, 2017 - St. Jane Frances de Chantal
5:30 pm
R. Douglas Vance +
7:30 pm
Palmira Estrella Morales (int.)
Sunday August 13, 2017 - Nineteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
7:30 am
St. Paul Parishioners (int.)
9:00 am
Bob Silah (int.)
10:45 am
Dominic Magliaro +
12:30 pm
Michael and Mike Hingson +
2:00 pm
Agnes Pomo +
5:30 pm
William Nagle +
Monday August 14, 2017 - St. Maximillian Kolbe
7:30 am
Margaret Mc Mullen +
12:15 pm
Francois Latortue +
7:30 pm
Assunta Romano +
Tuesday August 15, 2017 - Feast of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary
7:30 am
Lucy Nguyen +
12:15 pm
Eugenio Prisco +
5:30 pm
Jean Azzarelli +
7:30 pm
St. Paul Parishioners (int.)
Wednesday August 16, 2017 - St. Stephen of Hungary
7:30 am
Laureano Rojas +
12:15 pm
Consecrated Life & Priestly Vocations (int.)
Thursday August 17, 2017
7:30 am
George Ninan +
12:15 pm
Cruit Family +
Friday August 18, 2017
7:30 am
Angel Mateo +
12:15 pm
Eileen Rivera +
7:30 pm
Marie Bobak +
Saturday August 19, 2017 - St. John Eudes
8:30 am
Teresa Nin Garcia +
5:30 pm
John Bobak (int.)
7:30 pm
Rosario Quinones Parra +
Sunday August 20, 2017 - Twentieth Sunday in Ordinary Time
7:30 am
Sue and Scott Van Treese (int.)
9:00 am
St. Paul Parishioners (int.)
10:45 am
Council of Catholic Women (int.)
12:30 pm
Konetsky Brothers +
2:00 pm
Armando Fleitas +
5:30 pm
Carmen Plazas +

Scripture Readings
for the Week of August 13th
Sunday:
Monday:
Tuesday:
Wednesday:
Thursday:
Friday:
Saturday:
Sunday:

1 Kgs 19:9a, 11-13a / Rom 9:1-5 / Mt 14:22-33
Dt 10:12-22 / Mt 17:22-27
1 Cor 15:54b-57/Lk 11:27-28
Dt 34:1-12 / Mt 18:15-20
Jos 3:7-10a, 11, 13-17 / Mt 18:21—19:1
Jos 24:1-13 / Mt 19:3-12
Jos 24:14-29 / Mt 19:13-15
Is 56:1, 6-7 / Rom 11:13-15, 29-32 / Mt 15:21-28

Council of Catholic Women
Membership Drive

August 19-20
Attention all Ladies this is your
opportunity to join our wonderful
organization
of
women
of
kindness, faith and purpose, from all walks of life
dedicated to serving the needs of our parish and
community, while following in the footsteps of Our
Lady. We will be having our annual Membership
Drive
after Masses
during
the above
weekend. Please stop by and sign up. New
Members are always welcome.

Fasting and Mass
Several times a month, we have to call
911 during Mass because someone has
taken ill. Often it is because the
person did not eat or drink prior to
coming to Mass. Remember, the present guideline is
for people who are to receive the Most Holy Eucharist
are obliged to fast from food and drink one hour before
Holy Communion. This does not include water or
medicine (c.919). Those who are advanced in age or
suffer from any infirmity as well as those who care for
them, are exempt. Likewise, if you are sick or
otherwise incapacitated, you are exempt from the
precept to come to Mass although you should make a
holy hour wherever you are. When in doubt, do what
you need to do be healthy and holy!

Faith in Action:

When you hear Jesus
calling, do you responded immediately
and trust that He knows what He’s doing?
If so, you are walking on water! When we say “yes” to
Jesus, we feel the power of his presence in our lives.
We can feel the freedom it gives us! Listen how Jesus is
calling you to live the extraordinary life He has in mind
for you.

“He said, “Come”. Peter got out of the boat and began to walk on the water toward Jesus” (Mt 14:29).

Outreach Ministries and Community Events
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St. Vincent De Paul
Pantry Hours Monday & Thursday 9am -12pm
Assistance Line: 813-264-3325

Thanks to each of you who continue to support
SVDP. You are listening to the prompting of the
Holy Spirit to feed the hungry and house the
homeless.
Our St. Vincent de
Paul
Food
Pantry
regularly feeds more
than 50 families each
week.
Feeding so
many,
our
pantry
shelves don’t stay full for very long. If you
would like to help, food donations can be left in
the marked baskets in the church Narthex.

Wish List This Week:
Pork & Beans, Canned Fruit, Chili
Thank you for your generosity! ~ SVdP
Diocesan Animal Policy: In order to ensure the safety of all
of our parishioners as well as their pets, it is prohibited to
have animals on Diocesan property other than service
animals.
Thank you for your cooperation and
understanding.
We cordially invite you to our
first annual event!
To benefit the
SOS & Wildflowers
Ministries

Come and enjoy a lovely, uplifting
experience...
for women and young ladies
of all ages!

Adults: $25
Children (12 or
under): $10
For reservations,
R.S.V.P by September 20th to
your Table Hostess or
Call Cathy Hayter at
813.843.8969

Guest Speaker:
Ha Alberti, LCSW
"Daughters of the King"
Fashion Show:
Sponsored by American Heritage Girls
Presenting the LuLaRoe Collection
Saturday, October 7th, 12 pm to 3 pm
St. Paul Catholic Church
12708 N. Dale Mabry Highway, Tampa

Are you a good listener? Are you willing to be present
with those in need? Have you ever wondered how to
become involved in a community ministry? Then,
becoming a Pastoral Care Volunteer Visitor at St.
Joseph’s Hospitals may be for you! No experience
necessary. The fall training for all of our hospitals will be
starting September 14. Please call the Pastoral Care
Office to apply at 813-870-4608.

Ten years ago, the Catholic
bishops of the United States
initiated the Catholic Campaign to
End the Use of the Death Penalty.
Since that time, significant gains
have been made. Several states,
including New York, New Jersey, New Mexico, Illinois,
Connecticut, Maryland and most recently Nebraska, have
ended the use of the death penalty, and other states have
enacted moratoria. Death sentences are at their lowest
level since the reinstatement of the death penalty in 1976.
Our faith tradition offers a unique perspective on crime
and punishment, one grounded in mercy and healing, not
punishment for its own sake. No matter how heinous the
crime, if society can protect itself without ending a
human life, it should do so. Today, we have this capability.
The Lord never ceases his loving pursuit of us in our sin
and brokenness, offering us the choice of life over death.
The use of the death penalty cuts short any prospect for
transforming the condemned person’s soul in this life.
Catholic opposition to the death penalty, then, is rooted
in mercy. It is also eminently pro-life, as it affords every
opportunity for conversion, even of the hardened sinner.
As followers of Jesus, we have the “inescapable
responsibility of choosing to be unconditionally prolife”(Evangelium Vitae, # 20). Most Reverend Thomas G. Wenski,
Archbishop of Miami, Seán Cardinal O’Malley, Archbishop of Boston, July 16, 2015

Serving St. Paul Parishioners
for 65 Years!
Legal Consultation and Referral Service on
Mondays and Wednesdays by appointment.
Please call 813-961-3023.

BEREAVEMENT MINISTRY OF
ST. PAUL
Join us every second and fourth Tuesday of
the month at 7:30pm in the Parish Center
Room H.
September 12 & 26, October 10 & 24,
November 14 &28 and December5 & 12.
Contact Diana at 813-748-2874 for more information.

Over 40’s Men’s Parish Basketball
Team forming
Please contact Michael Maloney
to sign-up at 813-961-3023 or
MMaloney@StPaulChurch.com

