Twenty-ﬁrst Sunday in Ordinary Time

Sunday August 27, 2017

St. Paul Catholic Church
We keep in our prayers all those signed-up
io our Faith Formation programs.
May your personal relationship with Christ
may continue to grow as you
know more about Him!

Prayer to St. Augustine
O holy Saint Augustine,
who has famously declared
that “Our hearts were
made for you, O Lord, and
they are restless until they
rest in you.”, aid me in my
own search for our Lord
that through your
intercession I may be
granted the wisdom to
determine the purpose God
has planned for me.
Pray that I be blessed with
the courage to follow
God’s will even at times
when I do not understand.
Ask our Lord to lead me to
a life worthy of His love,
that I may one day share
the riches of
His kingdom.
Petition our Lord and
Savior to ease the burden
of my problems and grant
my special intention,
and I will honor you
all of my days.
Amen.

and Preschool

www.StPaulChurch.com
12708 N Dale Mabry Hwy. Tampa, FL 33618 - 813-961-3023

Growing together as disciples of Christ
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All are Welcome!
Weekend Masses
Saturday Masses
8:30am Mass
(Morning Prayer and
Benediction 8:10am)

Saturday Vigil
Mass 5:30pm
Missa em
Português: 7:30pm

Sunday Masses
7:30am, 9:00am, 10:45am,
12:30pm, 5:30pm
Misa en Español: 2:00pm

Weekday Masses
Monday to Friday
7:30am and 12:15pm
First Friday Mass 7:30pm
Saturday - 8:30am
(Morning Prayer and
Benediction 8:10am)

Reconciliation/Confession
Saturdays 10am and 4pm
or upon request
24 Hour Eucharistic
Adoration

Every Wednesday
8am to 9pm
Every Friday 8:30am
to Saturday 8:20am
Morning Prayer
Monday - Friday 7:10am
Saturday 8:10am
Anointing of the Sick
Every Second Saturday of the
Month at 8:30am

My dear friends,
As Catholics, Faith Formation is not simply classes we oﬀer
children, it is a way of life. We believe that we are called to
continually grow in faith in both mind and heart. Thankfully,
there are many opportunities for us to grow as Christians.
Our Preschool is an exceptional school where the youngest of
our parishioners can explore the wonders of our world and grow
in faith in a developmentally appropriate manner. I’m really
proud of all that Martha Aguiar and her phenomenal team of teachers and staﬀ are
able to accomplish each and every year. I’m also very thankful to Fr. Bob Romaine
for serving as their chaplain.
We are blessed to have Carmen Cayon, Theresa Adams, Sonia Eberhardt, Silvia
Rivera, Maria Costa, Deacon Carlos Celaya, Ana Garcia leading our wonderful
catechists and team leaders in providing the best of Catholic education and
formation to our young people grades K-12. Deacon Frank Henriquez has recently
joined us and will be coordinating our young adult ministry. It is a special blessing to
be able to oﬀer Children’s Liturgy of the Word at the 9am Mass and the 7:30pm
Brazilian vigil Mass. I only wish we could oﬀer it for the 2pm Spanish Mass and 10:45
English Mass (hint, hint!) We are also proud sponsors of the American Heritage Girls,
Disciples of the Eucharist for teens, and Apostles of the Eucharist for young adults.
We also occasionally host the young people associated with Couples for Christ.
Clearly faith formation for our young people is a priority for our parish!
For adults, in addition to the Order of Christian Initiation for adults and Sacramental
Formation programs, we are blessed with four bible studies, two in English, one in
Spanish, and one in Portuguese. I have a continuing book study which I direct on my
Facebook page as well as a monthly movie series, Fr. Bob is continuing his bimonthly
video presentations on Church History, and Sr. Theresa oﬀers a wonderful weekly
series on the Spiritual Exercises of St. Ignatius. Women of Grace, Couples for Christ,
Dialogo Matrimonial (MDS), Nuestro Fiat, and Tarejas de Spiritualidad also provide
great opportunities to learn more about your faith. We are also blessed with a
wonderful Lighthouse Media and Dynamic Catholic ministries which provide a wide
range of materials in our narthex. And don’t forget our numerous prayer groups in
various languages which are listed on page 10 of this bulletin. (As I write this down,
I’m aware that I’ve probably left out a dozen groups. Please let me know what I’ve
missed!)

Church Oﬃce Address:

12708 N. Dale Mabry Hwy
Tampa, FL 33618-2802
813.961.3023
Fax 813.962.8780
Oﬃce Hours: 8am to 4pm
www.StPaulChurch.com

The bottom line is that Faith Formation is alive and well at St. Paul Catholic Church.
In the coming weeks, think of how God is calling you to grow in faith. Be involved in
a prayer group. Join one of our faith formation opportunities. Read a spiritual book
or listen to our wonderful Lighthouse CDs. Grow in faith! You will be glad you did!

ParishCommunications@StPaulChurch.com

Our Vision Statement:

Growing together as disciples of Christ!

“Growing Together
as Disciples of Christ.”

Fr. Bill Swengros
Pastor

Parish Upcoming Events

Healing Mass
Honoring the Nativity of Mary, Our Lady of Good
Health and Our Lady of Charity
Friday September 8, 2017 at 7pm
Reception afterward in Parish Center
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Children's Corner
Infant Baptism
‘I baptize you in the name of the Father,
and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit’

Excellence in Catholic preschool education for over 30 years

Wishing you a blessed school year!

The baptism of a child is a special cause for joy and
celebration on the part of the Church, the whole
community of faith! Baptism is a birth into the Christian
community and is in every way as solemn and
important as birth itself. It is an event that needs to be
prepared for, and it can serve as a reminder to you
about your own faith and what it means to you. If you
have any questions regarding Infant Baptism, please
contact
Elizabeth
Hays
at:
813-961-3023;
EHays@StPaulChurch.com.

DIVINE MERCY PILGRIMAGE
MOVIE NIGHTS
You are invited to a series of Nights at the
Movies! Each movie will be held in the
Parish Center at 7pm.
To ﬁnd out more about our preschool
contact us at 813-264-3314;
Maguiar@StPaulChurch.com or visit our website
for more information at
www.StPaulCatholicPreschool.org

September 21
October 26
November 9
January 18
February 22
March 15

Faustina
Karol - The Pope, the Man
Divine Mercy No Escape
Life for Life: Maximilian Kolbe
The Face of Mercy
The Original Image of Divine
Mercy

Liturgy Corner
Pope Francis: “Brothers and sisters,
we are all poor sinners, in need of
God’s mercy which has the power to
transform us and to give us back hope,
and to do this every day. And he does! And to the
people who understand this fundamental truth, God
gives the most beautiful mission in the world, namely,
love for brothers and sisters, and the message of a
mercy which He does not deny anyone. And this is our
hope. Let us go forth with this trust in the forgiveness,
in the merciful love of Jesus.
(Pope Francis, Audience, 9 August 2017).
Words of Wisdom:
“If you believe what you like in the gospels, and reject
what you don’t like, it is not the gospel you believe, but
yourself.”
– St. Augustine

Please keep all Servicemen and women in your
prayers and especially those from our church
family:
♦Hans C. Arcand, 2nd LT. USAF
♦Martin O. Reina, USCG
♦Patrick Rose, Capt PA, US Army
♦Nicholas Ringo, III US Navy
♦Mathew M Colon, Sgt., US Army
♦Michael Dunkelberger, Master Sargent, USAF
♦Christopher A. Garcia, LTJG, U.S. Navy
♦Richard Majette, Captain, USMC
♦Katrina Monti, Captain, PA US Army
♦Jonathan Monti, Major, PA US Army
♦Richard Sison Jr, 2nd Lt., USAF
♦Matthew Mooney, Captain, USAF
♦Curtis Gardner, Sergeant, USAF
♦Adriana Trigg, USAF
♦Anthony Mazzie, US Army
♦Luis Luccani, PO, US Navy
♦Austin Jacob Ferlita, Pvt2s, US Army
♦Josh C. Seal, PO, US Navy
♦Corinna Fleischmann, CDR, USCG.
♦Morganne Oyler, US Navy
♦Sean C. Andino, Ensign, US Navy
♦Thomas Krasnicki, Lt, US Navy
♦Brett Smith, US Marine Corp.
♦Dominick J. Agnes III, Sgt, US Marine Corps
♦ Brian J. Babin, SS, USMC
♦Spencer M. Brown, U.S. Army, Pvt.
♦John Erickson, Cpl US Army
♦Jacob Torrens, US Army, Pvt

To add your family member’s name serving on active
duty, please email LRomano@StPaulChurch.com.
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Saints of God: On Monday we will
celebrate the feast day of one of the
most important theologians in the
history of the Church - St. Augustine.
Born in North Africa in 354, his mother
was a devout Catholic and his father
was a pagan. Much to his mother’s dismay, he
embraced a very worldly life and became a Manichean.
As a result of his mother’s prayers and the intervention
of St. Ambrose, he converted to Catholicism and was
ordained a priest. In 396 he was elected bishop of
Hippo. He is known for his writings, especially,
Confessions, On the City of God, and his commentaries
on the Sacred Scripture. St. Augustine stands as a
powerful advocate for the Church and the saving grace
of God. Let us join him in prayer:
“Breathe into me, Holy Spirit, that my thoughts may
all be holy. Move in me, Holy Spirit, that my work, too,
may be holy. Attract my heart, Holy Spirit, that I may
love only what is holy. Strengthen me, Holy Spirit,
that I may defend all that is holy. Protect me, Holy
Spirit, that I may always be holy. Amen!”
Thought for the Day:
“Good example is the most eﬃcacious apostolate. You
must be as lighted lanterns and shine like brilliant
chandeliers among men. By your good example and your
words, animate others to know and love God.”
– St. Mary Joseph Rossello

Our Parish Family News
Welcome New Parishioners! Bienvenidos!
Gabriel Laborde, Deisa Rivera, Deacon and Mrs. Francisco
Henriquez, Mr. and Mrs. Riccardo Germano, Gabriela Lara,
Nanci Rojas, Victoria Llanos, Mr. and Mrs. Heladio Martinez,
Mra. And Mrs. Sean Murray
Born into Eternal Life:
Ramon Cabrera, Nidia Hemm, Douglas Dirk French, William
“Bill” Miller, Joseph Martin Fuchs, Teresa Nin Garcia, Helen
Horton, Gualberto Ortiz, Maryellen Kuhla, Marie Bobak, Ruth
Schneider, James F. Traina, Joan White Pinard, Mary
Giovenco, Amelia Pellegrino, Carol Sullivan, Doris Lepa.
Please Pray for those who are sick in our Parish:
Molly Sperr, Monica Bencomo, Cecilia Dominguez, John
BiebelTom Anz, Marilyn Powers Sandy Barrett, Fred
Cogswell, Vicki Winsor, Sherri Stanley, Louis Anthony
Colosio, Mike Shemroske, Nell Anz, Frieda Heimbach, Sharon
Stinson Arnold LoDuca, Aaron Ruiz, Johanna Sanchez,
Christine White, Richard Schardt, Lorena Zuluaga, Aida
Murphy, Cathy Lindberg, Max Zambrano, Leo Murphy,
Suzette Hillis, Wendy Cathell, and Jane Miller. To add a name
to the list email: LRomano@StPaulChurch.com.

Reﬂections on Scripture
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Due to copyright restrictions, we cannot print
the Scriptures before the relections of Mr.
Conroy. The Scripture for today’s liturgy can
be found in our St. Paul App.

I. Isaiah 22:19-23--Divine Grant of
Authority
Reﬂection: In the Ancient Near East,
Prophets were standard court
personnel upon whom the King
relied, generally to assure him that
what he wanted to do was
acceptable to the gods of the
country. Generally, prophets knew
where their interest lay, and they
provided such approval. Not so with
Isaiah.
Here we see Isaiah of
Jerusalem (last third of Eighth
Century BC) making an important
political challenge to Shebna,
(probably the Prime Minister in
Hezekiah's court) and using the
authority of the Lord to promote a
new Prime Minister. Note that the
language does not suggest that this
is Isaiah's idea; it comes from on
high. We also see images of the
authority of the House of David
alluded to. We remember in 2 Sam.
7:14-17 that authority was promised
to David's descendants. The "Keys of
the Kingdom" represent authority,
granted by God.
II.

Romans a1:33-36. God's Plan and

Our Understanding.
Reﬂection: We continue to ﬁnd
ourselves in Romans.
Our last
Romans text in Chapter 11, began
dealing with the problem of God's
promise to the Hebrews and their
unwillingness to respond to the Good
News of Jesus Christ. He concludes
that while his brothers and sisters
"according to the ﬂesh" have not
accepted Christ, God will ultimately
show mercy to them and they will
acknowledge Him. Our reading today
is the concluding hymn of praise to
that God of total and complete
mercy. It is a pastiche of Psalm 139,
Job and Isaiah 40, and recognizes
that the problem of "Providence" is
at best an impenetrable mystery,
especially when the actual course of
history does not ﬁt our own
perception of what God's mind must
be. Hence, when we attempt to
interpret those historical events that
don't make sense, instead of losing
faith, we simply aﬃrm the depths of
the mystery.
III. Matthew 16:13-20--Keys of the
Kingdom.
Reﬂection: This same story of Jesus
is told by Mark (8:27-30) and Luke
(9:18-21). We know the story is

central to Mark, because it occurs
exactly at a "turning point" of his
Gospel; it also concludes Part III of
Matthew's Gospel. Thus, its very
positioning tells us to expect
something important. However, only
Matthew adds the verses that give
Simon Peter the "Keys of the
Kingdom." We saw the authorizing
allusions in the ﬁrst reading, and it is
clear that for the Matthaean
community, the issue of authority
was important. His community was
one where signiﬁcant tensions
existed between Christ-followers
who were also observant Jews and
Christ-followers who were noncircumcised Gentiles. It is also clear
that without some sense of
authority, the community would
break up into various competing
factions. We also see that Matthew
couched this giving of authority to
Simon Peter within the framework of
Jesus' Messianic authority, that
which ultimately was rooted in the
promise to David, His ancestor. We
see, hence, a tying together of God's
ancient promises and their fulﬁllment
in the Community founded by Jesus,
continuing
through
Matthew's
community, and ultimately in the
community of our own parish.

Ambassadors of St. Paul

In memory of our dear knight, Bill Miller
The family of the month award was conferred to the Miller
family (Bill and Maureen Miller and family) for their
involvement in the many parish ministries and for having
demonstrated outstanding service to the Knights parish
council. Pictured here some of the honor guards that
were at Mr. Bill Miller’s funeral
service and accepted the award
on behalf of the family during the
last general meeting.
Eternal rest,
perfect peace to our dear friend!

1-800-644-4659

You are invited to grow as a disciple of Christ!
Disciples of the Eucharist for High
School Students
All are welcome!
If your high schooler is interested in joining Disciples of
the Eucharist, they can expect to be a part of a group of
teens who want to spend time with the Lord in
Adoration, learn more about their Catholic faith, and get
to know other friends who love their faith, too.
Please contact Mrs. Valerie Merimee at
merimee@verizon.net to obtain more information. Here
are some upcoming meeting dates:
SEPTEMBER
September 8:
St. Paul Adoration and
formation
September 29:
St. Paul Adoration, formation
and birthday celebrations
OCTOBER
October 13:
St. Paul Adoration and
formation
October 27:
St. Paul Adoration, formation

and birthday celebrations
NOVEMBER
November 10:
St. Paul Adoration, formation
and November and
December birthday
celebrations
DECEMBER
December 15:
St. Paul Festival of Lessons
and Carols

Knights of Columbus
Ambassadors of St Paul, Council 11211

Men’s Clothing Drive
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Mission to Jamaica
in January
Are you interested in doing mission work on the island of
Jamaica? We are currently making arrangements for a
small group of parishioners (accompanied by our Pastor,
Father Bill) to travel to Jamaica in January to help the
elderly and disabled.
Please attend our meeting on Sunday August 27th at 2:00
pm in the St. Paul Parish Center - Rooms F & H to learn
how you might be able to participate.
For further information, or to get involved with this
group,
please
contact
Richard
Hosein
at
rhhosein@yahoo.com or 941-993-2619.

Journey through Scripture
Adult Formation with Fr. Bob Romaine
You are invited to monthly Adult Formation Sessions led
by Fr. Bob starting on Thursday, September 21st at 7pm in
the Family Center. Meet every Thursday for 24 sessions
with the exception of holy days, missions and holidays to
discover our Journey
through Scripture!
We hope to see you then!
For more information
please email
FrBob@StPaulChurch.com
Or contact the Parish Oﬃce
at 813-961-3023.

To Benefit the Hillsborough County
Community Re-Entry Program
th

Saturday, August 26
& Sunday, August 27th
In Narthex - After All Masses
All Items must be New or “Gently Used”, In Large Plastic Trash
Bags, Clean, wearable, with No Stains or Tears.

Acceptable Items Include
* Clothing * Shoes & Sneakers * Belts * Suits * Winter
Coats * Hats *

Catholic Life © Bible Study
Starting September 6

The Gospel of Matthew
Classes include small group discussion
and a lecture in every class, oﬀering
historic and Scriptural background
with Church tradition. Each class gives ways to apply
God’s Word in our everyday living. Bring your Bible and a
friend! No prior experience is necessary. Beginners are
welcome!
Wednesday Mornings 9am-11am
Wednesday Evenings 7:15pm-9pm
St. Paul Family Center
Questions, call Suzanne Casey at 813-962-4885 or email
suzannetim@verizon.net
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St. Paul Faith Formation
We are rooted in Faith and growing in grace
Registration is currently ongoing for our Faith
Formation Program.
If your child is currently not attending a Catholic School,
they should be registered in our religious education
program. If your child is preparing for First Communion
or Conﬁrmation, they should be registered In our
Sacramental preparation Program.
Classes are ﬁlling up quickly, please don’t delay to
register now.

Classes have begun!
www.StPaulChurch.com

Middle School Youth Choir
Thanks for a wonderful kick oﬀ to our Faith Formation
classes and a special thank you to all our teachers who
generously said “yes” to sharing God’s love with our
children and their families!
Thank also to all our clergy and parish staﬀ for
encouraging and support the work that Faith
Formation does to reach out to all who come to us.

Please contact the Faith Formaon Oﬃce at 813-961-3023
for more info on how you can share the Catholic faith with
one of the many Children that we have registered for next
year’s program.

Safe Environment: Child abuse is a tragic reality
which can be prevented. How? 1. Talk to your
children about touching safety. Teach them
that it is OK to say “NO,” get away, and seek
help. 2. Help your children make a list of the
people they can turn to for help if they have a problem.
3. Teach your children that unsafe touch can happen
with people they know and trust; not only with strangers.
4. Respect your children’s personal boundaries. Teach
them to trust their intuition about others. 5. Be aware of
those who have contact with your children and be sure it
is a “Safe Environment” with at least two adults
supervising whenever possible. For more information,
please call our Faith Formation oﬃce 961-3023.

You are invited to join the “Middle School Youth Choir” as
we begin our second season! The choir is open to all
Middle School students who have a desire to serve the
Lord through music. Rehearsals are on Tuesday evenings
from 6:15pm to 7pm, beginning September 5. The choir
sings approximately once a month at the 9am mass during
the school year.
Middle School students are also welcome to sing in the
Children’s Choir, which meets on Tuesday afternoons from
5pm5pm-6pm.
To register, or for more information, please contact Mary
Gant at
813813-961961-3023, or MGant@stpaulchurch.com.
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Faith Formation for all!
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Ask it Basket:

“I read that there
are some things we don’t need to
pray about: loving our neighbors,
giving generously, forgiving others ...
It was described as a type of spiritual
procrastination. What do you think?” I think that we
should pray as the Holy Spirit leads us. There is no
subject which is taboo. Certainly, it is not enough to
simply pray ... we must act. As St. Augustine once said,
“Pray as though everything depended upon God.
Work as though everything depended upon you.” Too
many people pray for those in need but don’t lift a
ﬁnger to help. We must do both! We must not only
pray for peace and justice is the world ... we must work
for peace and justice! I hope that helps. (If you have a
question for the Ask It Basket, please contact
FrBill@StPaulChurch.com).
S.O.S. on the works!

A great big THANK YOU to S.O.S Ministry for their generous
donation of a new Washer & Dryer to Healing Root Ministry,
Inc The Gate. The Gate is a safe therapeutic home for
women that have been rescued from human traﬃcking.
Your gift is a blessing to our home, the women that we
serve are so thankful. Again, Thank you Edie Rhea

Are you as smart as a 5th grader?

DEO GRATIAS!! We have been doing a lot of
work on our nursery. We thank Carmen and
her team for all their working in updating and
staﬃng our nursery for the youngest of our
parishioners. May God bless you! This week we
received bulletins from Bulletin from North Carolina,
Pennsylvania, and Florida. Thank you for sharing
bulletins from your travels with us!

Let Us Pray!
We are a community which prays! Each week people gather on our
campus for prayer. Here are some of our prayer groups:
Weekdays before the 12:15 Mass
Prayer for Vocations
Tuesdays after the 12:15 Mass
Our Mother of Mercy
Tuesdays at 7:30pm
Legion of Mary (españ ol)
2nd Tuesdays at 7pm
La Familia (españ ol)
Wednesdays 8am-9pm
Eucharistic Adoration
1st Wednesdays at 8pm
Rosary (portuguê s)
Thursdays after the 12:15 Mass
Spiritual Mothers
Thursdays at 7:30pm
Amor de Jesus Grupo de
Oració n (españ ol)
Thursdays
Cenaculo de Maria Rosa
Mistica (portuguê s)
3rd Thursdays at 7:40pm
Men’s Prayer Group
(portuguê s) (meets in home)
Fridays
24 hour Adoration
Fridays at 6:45pm
Rosary and Santo Niñ o
Perpetual Novena
1st Fridays at 7:30pm
Sacred Heart Novena Mass
2nd Fridays at 7:30pm
Nossa Senhora Da Rosa
Mistica (portuguê s)
3rd Fridays at 7:30pm
Our Lady of Good Health
Novena Mass
Saturdays after the 8:30am Mass
Miraculous Medal Novena
2nd Saturday during the 8:30a Mass Anointing of the Sick
4th Saturday after the 8:30 am Mass Our Lady of Peñ afrancia
Various times:
Cenacles of Divine Mercy (eng,
sp, port)
Fiat (english and españ ol)
Please contact Nancy at the parish ofBice for more information.

On a Lighter Note: Grandpa takes a long time to answer
sometimes. He says it because there's so much
information in his head, he has to sort it out ﬁrst.

What do we call the Church’s teaching on faith and
morals?
A. The Magisterium. The teaching itself is often referred
to as dogma.
First Friday Devotions: This Friday is the ﬁrst Friday of the
month, a beautiful opportunity to develop your
relationship with God. This is a good time to examine
your conscience and participate in the Sacrament of
Reconciliation. We oﬀer a special Friday Mass at 7:30pm
in commemoration of the Sacred Heart of Jesus and
Eucharistic Adoration after the 7:30am Mass through to
our Saturday 8:30am Mass.

Looking
Ahead!

•October 1-30 - Pumpkin

Patch
•October 1 - Respect Life
Sunday
•September 8 - Healing
•October 3-11 - Novena to
Mass
Our Lady of Aparecida
•September 9-10 – Ministry •October 4 - Feast of
Fair
Francis
•September 21 - Divine
•October 5 - Town Hall
Mercy Nights at the Movies Meeting 7pm
•September 23 - Feast of
•October 7 - Blessing of the
Padre Pio Mass at 7pm
Animas 11am

Stewardship a Way of Life

Page11
11
Page
Page 11

WHAT IS A MINISTRY FAIR?

Coffee & Donuts

The Ministry Fair is a wonderful way for our
parishioners to meet and gather information
about the various ministries, committees,
organizations, and educational opportunities
that are available within the St. Paul parish
community. Each ministry is showcased. It
is an annual celebration of the work of the church, a special
event that recognizes the importance of all volunteer eﬀorts.

Hosted today by the

In addition to the St. Paul Ministries, this is a family event as
well that highlight:
•

Our Religious Ed opportunities both for the children and for
those would like to be catechists.

•

Our Youth Ministries are present to showcase how our
youth can grow in their faith, meet other students, and
make their journey fun as well.

•

Numerous Schools will be joining us so that you can get
more information on the opportunities for Catholic
education for your children.
♦
♦
♦
♦

•

St. Paul Catholic Preschool
Morning Star
Mother of Teresa of Calcutta
Villa Madonna

Fun Opportunities for the kids as well:
♦ Visit our Faith Formation table to see what
surprises they have for you.
♦ The Panama Mission in the foyer has activities
planned for our children that they will share with
the children in Panama.
♦ Pick up a bingo card on the way in and enter for
prizes to be drawn after the fair.
♦ Stop by the arts and crafts tents outside to have
some fun
♦ And yes, there will be a Bounce House.

MARK YOUR CALENDARS
and be sure to attend the

MINISTRY FAIR
September 9th and 10th

Sacristans
Did you ever wonder who readies the altar for the
celebration of the Mass? The Sacristan ministry is often
referred to as a “servant’s” ministry. You seldom ever see
them, but they are essential to the preparation for Mass
and other liturgies. Come meet this wonderful group of
women and men. Ask them how you can get involved, and
most of all give them a big THANK YOU for their selﬂess
dedication to this beautiful liturgical ministry.
For More Information about the Sacristans ministry,
contact Laurie Erickson at Sacristans@StPaulChurch.com

A Stewardship Moment …
Saint Paul reminds us in today’s second reading that the
ultimate origin of everything is God. Since everything
comes from God, we are God’s own. We can never put God
in our debt. There is absolutely no negotiating with God.
Every breath we take is a gift. Every good deed we perform
is grace. Good stewards realize they are created and called
to make the beauty, greatness, compassion and justice of
God and his gifts known throughout the world.
The stewardship question
for us is whether we are
willing to embrace this call,
acknowledge
our
dependence on God and
give our lives over to Him
completely
for
this
purpose.

Sign up for Online Giving!
It’s simple and convenient.
Go to StPaulChurch.com, and click
on the Online Giving link for more info on how to sign up.

Weekly Offertory
Sunday August 20, 2017
Oﬀertory:
Online Giving:
Attendance:
Envelopes:

$ 24,263
$ 15,675
3,592
833

Thank you for your Generosity!
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Mass Intentions

Mass Intentions
for the Week of August 27th
Saturday August 26, 2017
8:30 am
S. Julian Menendez +
5:30 pm
Phillip Bowers +
7:30 pm
Margaret Van Deboe (int.)
Sunday August 27, 2017 - Twenty-First Sunday in Ordinary Time
7:30 am
Penny Haladay +
9:00 am
Ruth Cantwell +
10:45 am
St. Paul Parishioners (int.)
12:30 pm
Pedro Ruiz +
2:00 pm
Armando Fleitas +
5:30 pm
Harold Givens +
Monday August 28, 2017 - St. Augustine
7:30 am
Marie Bobak +
12:15 pm
Jesus Lozada +
Tuesday August 29, 2017 - The Passion of St. John the Baptist
7:30 am
Marie Bobak +
12:15 pm
John Deiter +
Wednesday August 30, 2017
7:30 am
Billy Turner +
12:15 pm
Consecrated Life & Priestly Vocations (int.)
Thursday August 31, 2017
7:30 am
Benny Rocco +
12:15 pm
Armando and Hortense Piñero +
Friday September 1, 2017 7:30 am
Marie Bobak +
12:15 pm
Marie Bobak +
7:30 pm
Filipino Community of St. Paul (int.)
Saturday September 2, 2017
8:30 am
Maria Rey +
5:30 pm
R. Douglas Vance +
7:30 pm
Camoes Family (int.)
Sunday September 3, 2017 - Twenty-Second Sunday in Ordinary Time
7:30 am
Jaroslaw P. Miernik +
9:00 am
Michael Zwiesler +
10:45 am
Jose M. Paulos +
12:30 pm
St. Paul Parishioners (int.)
2:00 pm
Armando Fleitas +
5:30 pm
Lilian Zambrano +

Scripture Readings
for the Week of August 27th
Sunday:
Monday:
Tuesday:
Wednesday:
Thursday:
Friday:
Saturday:
Sunday:

Is 22:19-23 / Rom 11:33-36 / Mt 16:13-20
1 Thes 1:1-5, 8b-10 / Mt 23:13-22
1 Thes 2:1-8 / Mk 6:17-29
1 Thes 2:9-13 / Mt 23:27-32
1 Thes 3:7-13 / Mt 24:42-51
1 Thes 4:1-8 / Mt 25:1-13
1 Thes 4:9-11 / Mt 25:14-30
Jer 20:7-9 / Rom 12:1-2 / Mt 16:21-27

JUNK IN THE TRUNK!
Start cleaning your closets, the 3rd
annual Junk in the Trunk will be on
Saturday October 21 at 8am in the
church parking lot. Sponsored by the
CCW. Registration forms will be
available Sept. 1. For more information
call Janet 813-230-4048

Did you know ...? A recent survey by the Public Religion
Research Institute found that the proportion of people
who are religious unaﬃliated in the US has grown from
5 percent in 1972 to 25 percent in 2016. Of the young
adults sampled, 39% are religiously unaﬃliated. This is
three times the unaﬃliated rate of seniors. Naturally,
those who where raised without a religion are much
more likely to remain unaﬃliated (66%). The same
study found that Catholics raised in mixed religion
households are more likely to become disaﬃliated
(34%). Reasons for leaving the church include lack of
faith in the church’s teachings (60%), the Church’s
treatment of the LGBT community (39%), never religious
while growing up (32%), and clergy scandals (32%).
Certainly this gives us reason to refocus our attention
on the faith formation of our youth and to help them to
develop a life-long passion for the Lord and His Church.
Love Thy Neighbor! Please check in on your
neighbors. Is there an elderly or homebound
person you can help? Perhaps they need a
ride to church or if you are going to the
stores, you can pick up something for them. Another
idea is simply to call them daily to make sure they are
okay and that they know someone cares. Remember ...
all of us are called to be the Good Samaritan!
Faith in Action: “Who has given the Lord
anything that he may be repaid?” (Rm 11:35). St.
Paul reminds us of a central fact of
stewardship. We cannot give the Lord anything,
because God already owns it all. God made everything.
All that we can do is return a portion of God’s many
gifts back to Him. Sincere gratitude for our gifts opens
our hearts to joyful generosity!
Living Faith: What do you think it meas when Jesus said
to Peter: “I give you the keys to the kingdom of heaven.
Whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven;
and whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in
heaven?” Share your thoughts with a friend!

“For the gifts and the call of God are irrevocable” (Rom 11:29).

Outreach Ministries and Community Events
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St. Vincent De Paul
Pantry Hours Monday & Thursday 9am -12pm
Assistance Line: 813-264-3325

Thanks to each of you who continue to support
SVDP. You are listening to the prompting of the
Holy Spirit to feed the hungry and house the
homeless.
Our
St.
Vincent
de
Paul
Food
Pantry
regularly
feeds
more
than
50
families
each
week. Feeding so many, our
pantry shelves don’t stay full
for very long. If you would like to help, food
donations can be left in the marked baskets in
the church Narthex.

Wish List This Week:
Chili, Soup, Tuna
Thank you for your generosity! ~ SVdP

Serving St. Paul Parishioners
for 25 Years!
Legal Consultation and Referral Service on
Mondays and Wednesdays by appointment.
Please call 813-961-3023.
We cordially invite you to our
first annual event!
To benefit the
SOS & Wildflowers
Ministries

Come and enjoy a lovely, uplifting
experience...
for women and young ladies
of all ages!

Adults: $25
Children (12 or
under): $10
For reservations,
R.S.V.P by September 20th to
your Table Hostess or
Call Cathy Hayter at
813.843.8969

Guest Speaker:
Ha Alberti, LCSW
"Daughters of the King"
Fashion Show:
Sponsored by American Heritage Girls
Presenting the LuLaRoe Collection
Saturday, October 7th, 12 pm to 3 pm
St. Paul Catholic Church
12708 N. Dale Mabry Highway, Tampa

The MARIAN SERVANTS of Divine Providence® invite you to a
powerful UNBOUND Day Conference, a day of healing and freedom
with Matt Lozano. UNBOUND prayer ministry is a sound and practical
way for Christians to experience healing and a greater freedom from
the inﬂuence of evil and to enjoy a greater fullness of life in Christ.
Please join us at Our Lady of Divine Providence House of Prayer® on
Saturday, September 16th from 9:00 am - 4:45 p.m. Tickets $50; $60 at
the door. The House of Prayer is located at 711 South Bayview
Avenue, Clearwater, FL 33759; p: (727)- 797-7412.
For more
information and to register please go to www.divineprovidence.org/
events.

Every soul is precious to God, who
creates each person to share in his
love and goodness. The psalmist
profoundly captures the beauty and
mystery of each person’s origins
under God’s watchful care: “You
formed my inmost being; you knit me
in my mother’s womb. I praise you, because I am
wonderfully made; wonderful are your works! My very self
you know, your eyes saw me unformed; in your book all are
written down; my days were shaped, before one came to
be” (Psalm 139: 13-14,16). What a beautiful and comforting
thought to know that from all eternity, God was already
thinking of us, that he knew our names, that he knew
everything about our lives already. Each one of us was
created because of God’s love, and he has a special plan
for each of us to know, love, and serve him in our own
unique ways. usccb.org

Over 40’s Men’s Parish Basketball
Team forming
Please contact Michael Maloney
to sign-up at 813-961-3023 or
MMaloney@StPaulChurch.com

BEREAVEMENT MINISTRY
OF ST. PAUL
Join us every second and fourth
Tuesday of the month at 7:30pm in the
Parish Center Room H.
September 12 & 26, October 10 & 24,
November 14 &28 and December5 & 12.
Contact Diana at 813-748-2874 for more
information.

