Third Sunday of Advent

Sunday, December 11, 2016

St. Paul Catholic Church
and Preschool
www.StPaulChurch.com
Thank you to our Prayer Group
Amor de Jesus for their help
with the Christmas Festival.

12708 N Dale Mabry Hwy. Tampa, FL 33618 - 813-961-3023

Advent Prayer
Father, in the
wilderness of the
Jordan you sent a
messenger to
prepare people's
hearts for the
coming of your
Son. Help me to
hear his words and
repent of my sins,
so that I may clearly
see the way to
walk, the truth to
speak, and the life
to live for Him, our
Lord Jesus Christ.
Amen.

Our Mission Statement
“The people of St. Paul Catholic Church, are a Spirit-led, Eucharist-centered,
vibrant multicultural Christian community of faith, living our love for God and
neighbor while growing together as disciples of Christ."
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All are Welcome!
Weekend Masses
Saturday Masses
8:30am Mass
(Morning Prayer and
Benediction 8:10am)
Saturday Vigil
Mass 5:30pm
Missa em
Português: 7:30pm
Sunday Masses
7:30am, 9:00am, 10:45am,
12:30pm, 5:30pm
Misa en Español: 2:00pm

Weekday Masses
Monday to Friday
7:30am and 12:15pm
First Friday Mass 7:30pm
Saturday - 8:30am
(Morning Prayer and
Benediction 8:10am)
Reconciliation/Confession
Saturdays 10:00am and
4:00pm or upon request

24 Hour Eucharistic
Adoration
Every Wednesday
8am to 9pm
Every Friday 8:30am
to Saturday 8:20am
Morning Prayer
Monday - Friday 7:10am
Saturday 8:10am
Anointing of the Sick
Every Second Saturday of the
Month at 8:30am
Church Oﬃce Address:
12708 N. Dale Mabry Hwy
Tampa, FL 33618-2802
813.961.3023
Fax 813.962.8780
Oﬃce Hours: 8:00 am to 4:00
pm, M-F
www.StPaulChurch.com
Email: ParishCommunications
@StPaulChurch.com

Growing Together in Christ!
My dear friends,
On December 9, 1531, an Aztec-looking woman appeared to
Juan Diego, a 57 year old widower on Tepeyac Hill near
Mexico City. Speaking his language, she asked that a church
be built there to honor her. She appeared to him again the
next day, revealing her identity: “I am the Immaculate Ever
Virgin Holy Mary, Mother of the most true God for everyone
who lives.” When Bishop Juan de Zumarraga asked for
proof, she appeared a third time, telling Juan Diego to gather
nearby roses to place in his tilma (cloak) and take to the
bishop. When Juan opened his tilma, the roses fell out and
the miraculous image appeared. The young woman, heavy with child, was
recognized as Mary, the Mother of God. She appears as the "Dark Virgin," a
mestizo (having Spanish and Indian blood). The Mother of us all. The church was
built as requested and it soon became a place of pilgrimage and the source of
unity for the people of the New World.
We will honor Our Lady of Guadalupe, Patroness of the Americas, on her feast day
this Monday beginning with a rosary at 6:30pm in our beautiful Santo Niño Shrine.
We will then process with mariachis and by candlelight to the church for a
bilingual celebration of the Holy Mass. After Mass, we will process to the Family
Center for a splendid feast of homemade Mexican food. Please be sure to come
and bring a friend!
I would also like to invite you to join me on a special 7 day pilgrimage to visit Our
Lady of Guadalupe in Mexico! We will visit the Basilica of Our Lady of Guadalupe
on several days. We will also see the site of the ﬁfth apparition in Tupetiac, the
pyramids of Teotihuacan, the incredible city of Puebla and much more. For more
information, please contact Margie at 800-644-4659. There are brochures in the
narthex of the church as well. There are only a few spots left so be sure to call
right away! (What a great Christmas gift idea!)
On another note, we are still well short of our 2016 Annual Pastoral Appeal goal.
This money is used to provide for hundreds of ministries serving thousands of
people throughout our ﬁve county diocese. Please be sure to make your pledge
or donation today so that you are able to get the maximum tax beneﬁt from your
charitable giving. Pledge envelopes are available in the narthex to the church.
Remember, what is not paid through your donations must be paid from our parish
operating budget. Please see me or Michael or Nancy in the parish oﬃce if you
have any questions or concerns.
May God bless you for your generosity! See you on Monday night!
Let us grow together as disciples of Christ!

Fr. Bill Swengros, Pastor
PS. You should have received a special Advent mailing from our parish. If you did
NOT get it, please contact the parish oﬃce so we can get you one and adjust our
mailing list!

“You too must be patient. Make you hearts ﬁrm, because the coming of the Lord is at hand” (Jm 5:8).

Parish Upcoming Events
Come and Let us Adore Him!
December 11
7:00— 8:30pm

Bring your burdens to him
and your life will change!
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Children’s Baby Jesus Blessing
After all Masses December 10-11
On December 11th we light the rose
candle on our wreath and rejoice that
the birthday of our Savior draws near.
Please bring your Baby Jesus from your
Christmas Crèche to Mass this
weekend for a special blessing.
Afterwards enjoy a delicious Breakfast
with Santa in the Family Center.

Advent Penance Services

Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe
Monday, December 12
at 6:30 pm

The best way to ensure there is “room in the inn” is to
avail yourself of the Sacrament of Reconciliation. The
parishes in our area have coordinated our communal
penance services. At each one there will be priests
from the other parishes. It is our prayer that one will
be convenient for you and your family.
Monday, December 12

7pm Most Holy Redeemer

Tuesday, December 13 7pm Saint Paul
Wednesday, December 14
Thursday, December 15

7pm
7pm

Corpus Christi
Saint Timothy

SavetheDate!
Friday, December 30, 2016
5:30 pm Mass
St. Paul Catholic Church

There will be a special blessing for
families and we will recognize all
children who were baptized in 2016! Fellowship to
follow in the Family Center. Call Lizette Espel in the Parish
Ofice for more information (813) 961-3023

Simbang Gabi Mass
Sunday, December 18
7 pm
St. Paul Catholic Church
For a full schedule of all 9 Masses please visit
www.StPaulChurch.com

Of course, we also oﬀer Confessions
at 10am and 4pm on Saturdays.

Welcome, Bienvenidos,
Bem-vindos to St. Paul!
Parishioners, Friends, and Family are invited to
have Breakfast with Santa
When:
Sunday, December 11, 2016
Time:
8 am - 12:30 pm
Breakfast includes: Waffles, Pancakes, Bacon,
Juice, Eggs, Coffee, Milk.
Adults $7.00 - Children
$4.00 Free for
Children under 2 yrs.
Old

Free Face Painting,
Arts and Crafts and
Pictures with Santa.
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St. Paul Preschool & Sacrament of Baptism
Infant Baptism
‘I baptize you in the name of the Father,
and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit’

Excellence in Catholic preschool education for over 30 years

Looking for a Unique gift for a child?
Why not give them the gift that lasts a
lifetime?
Preschool plants the
seeds for your child’s
success!
Support our Tuition
Assistance Program
with a tax deductible
donation.

Visit www.stpaulcatholicpreschool.org

Congratulations! We rejoice with you and your family in
welcoming your child into the Body of Christ through the
waters of Baptism during the month of November 2016.
Please pray for our 25 newly baptized members of the St.
Paul Parish Family:
Tamar Khloe Bankston, Leandro Nick Molenaar, Krishna
Rao Toram, Lily Kate Brady, Matthew Robert Florek, Ace
Michael Hallinan, Noah Atlas Hallinan, Ethan Ariano
Mancuso, Santino Raphael Papa, Guy Manuel Garcia, Jr.,
Johnathan Aurelio Gonzalez, Emmanuel Perez Lontok,
Jackson James O’Connor, Luca Angelo Stulic, Gwendolyn
Kathleen Tobin, Alex Baltazar-Gonzalez, Ayleen BaltazarGonzalez, Arleth Alvarez-Gonzalez, Jannette AlvarezGonzalez, Stephanie Flores Enriquez, Adair Martinez
Huapilla, Johan Gael Rodriguez, Kabil Alejandro RogerAnaya, Marissa Rae Goddard & Charles Michael Goddard,
Jr.

Children’s Liturgy of the Word

Come Take a Look!

Every Saturday during the 7:30 pm Mass and
Every Sunday during the 9 am Mass

In preparation for registration of the
2017-2018 school year we will be
holding an Open House on
Tuesday, January 31st, 9-11am or
Wednesday, February 1st, 9-11am
and one session at 5 pm
Follow St. Paul Catholic Preschool
on social media! Look for

Come and learn the Word of God!

“You too must be patient. Make you hearts ﬁrm, because the coming of the Lord is at hand” (Jm 5:8).

Liturgical Corner
Saints of God: Tuesday is the Feast of
St. Lucy, patron saint of the blind.
Lucy lived in Syracusa in Sicily in the
third century and dedicated her life to
Christ. A rejected suitor denounced
her to the authorities. She was
arrested and when she refused to
renounce her faith, she was
sentenced to the life of a prostitute. When this was
unsuccessful they plucked out her eyes and then killed
her.
Let us pray:
Saint Lucy, in a time of great darkness, you did not hide
your light under a basket, but let it shine for the whole
world to see. May the light of Christ shine through all we
say, think, and do. Pray for us and all those who are
spiritually, emotionally, or physically blind.
May Christ heal us. Amen.

Advent Wreath Blessing: If you are setting
up an Advent wreath in your home this
year, here is a prayer you may use while you
light its candles. Week 3: O God, who sent
John the Baptist as a voice crying out in the
desert, open our ears to hear his message as we light the
pink candle. Shape our lives so that they will become a
straight path to you. Make us ready to greet your Son
when he comes to us. Through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Christmas Crèche Blessing: God of
every nation and people, from the very
beginning of creation you have made
manifest your love: when our need for a
Savior was great you sent your Son to be
born of the Virgin Mary. To our lives he
brings joy and peace, justice, mercy, and love. Lord,
bless all who look upon this manger; may it remind us
of the humble birth of Jesus, and raise up our thoughts
to him, who is God-with-us and Savior of all, and who
lives and reigns for ever and ever. Amen. (You may
sprinkle your tree with Holy Water, available in the
church.)
O Come Let Us Adore Him! This and every
Friday you are invited to join us for Eucharistic
Adoration beginning after the 8:30am Mass
and ending with Morning Prayer on Saturday
at 8:10am. This experience of mystical prayer will truly
enrich your life!
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Pope Francis:

“In the Gospel the
thief begs: “Jesus, remember me when
you come into your kingdom” (Lk 23:42).
This person, simply looking at Jesus, believed in his
kingdom. He was not closed in on himself, but rather –
with his errors, his sins and his troubles – he turned to
Jesus. He asked to be remembered, and he experienced
God’s mercy: “Today you will be with me in paradise” (v.
43). As soon as we give God the chance, He is ready to
completely and forever cancel our sin, because his
memory – unlike our own – does not record evil that has
been done or keep score of injustices experienced. God
has no memory of sin, but only of us, of each of us, we
who are his beloved children. And he believes that it is
always possible to start anew, to raise ourselves up. Let
us also ask for the gift of this open and living memory.
Let us ask for the grace of never closing the doors of
reconciliation and pardon, but rather of knowing how to
go beyond evil and diﬀerences, opening every possible
pathway of hope. As God believes in us, inﬁnitely
beyond any merits we have, so too we are called to
instill hope and provide opportunities to others. The
true door of mercy which is the heart of Christ always
remains open wide for us.” (Francis, Homily, 20 November
2016).

Please Pray for the Safety of Our Military
♦Hans C. Arcand, 2nd LT. USAF
♦Martin O. Reina, USCG
♦Nicholas Ringo, III US Navy
♦Michael Dunkelberger, Master Sargent, USAF
♦Christopher A. Garcia, Oﬃcer, U.S. Navy
♦Mathew M Colon, Sgt., US Army
♦Richard Majette, Captain, USMC
♦Katrina Monti, Captain, PA US Army
♦Jonathan Monti, Major, PA US Army
♦Richard Sison Jr, 2nd Lt., USAF
♦Matthew Mooney, Captain, USAF
♦Curtis Gardner, Sergeant, USAF
♦Adriana Trigg, USAF
♦Anthony Mazzie, US Army
♦Luis Luccani, PO, US Navy
♦Austin Jacob Ferlita, Pvt2s, US Army
♦Josh C. Seal, PO, US Navy
♦Corinna Fleischmann, CDR, USCG.
♦Morganne Oyler, US Navy
♦Sean C. Andino, Ensign, US Navy
♦Thomas Krasnicki, 2nd Lt, US Navy
♦Brett Smith, US Marine Corp.
♦Dominick J. Agnes III, Sgt, US Marine Corps
To add a name to the list email LRomano@StPaulChurch.com.
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Reﬂections on Scripture

Due to copyright restrictions, we cannot print
the Scriptures before the relections of Mr.
Conroy. The Scripture for today’s liturgy can
be found in Today’s Missal or in our website ”

Isaiah 35:1-6, 10 A Description of What
Will Occur when the Messiah Arrives
Reﬂection: This reading was
likely written around or after the
return of the Jews from Exile, around
537 BC, for it is full of optimism as to
the beneﬁts that the Lord will shower
on His People. We see in that happy
time a cure for all ills (the blind
seeing, the deaf hearing, the lame
leaping) and the blooming of the
desert. This provides a backdrop as
to the state of aﬀairs that the
"ransomed" could expect, as the
result of a gracious act of the Lord.
And while the author undoubtedly
was referring to a physical blooming
of a parched desert, is there a
symbolism that applies today? As we
anticipate the Feast of the
Incarnation, can we look forward to
the blooming within our own
parchedness, and a song of joy
uttered on Christmas eve?
II.
James 5:7-10 An Exhortation
to Patience
Reﬂection: Catholic scripture
scholar Luke Timothy Johnson locates
this letter at an early stage of
Christian
development,
and

By Jack Conroy, Ph.D.

acknowledges that it may conceivably
be by the "brother of the Lord" who
was the head of the Jerusalem
Church immediately after the
Resurrection. We see a characteristic
of the earliest layers of our Faith that
the return of Jesus, (the "Parousia")
was expected in the immediate
future. We also see an emphasis on
solidarity within the community, as a
means of avoiding the coming
Judgment.
We, now, have to
understand the Lord's "coming" in a
diﬀerent manner. At this time of
Advent, we focus on a diﬀerent kind
of "coming," not only as a
remembrance of the historical event,
but as a leaven within all the
interpersonal relationships of our
lives.
III. Matthew 11:2-11 “Are You the
One?”
Reﬂection: We must be
aware of two distinct elements in this
reading: 1) The reliance of Matthew
on the First Reading in identifying just
who Jesus was. Remember, it was
God's presence and care for His
People that produced the ﬂowering
in the desert and the healing of the
blind and lame. The very same
Presence is alluded to in the person
of Jesus, as Messiah, the Christ of

Council of Catholic Women Annual
Bake Sale
Sunday December 10-11
After all Masses
Proceeds are donated to SVDP. More info call
Yvonne at 813-932-3288.

Council of Catholic Women Giving Tree
Thank you to all our parishioners who have picked out a
gift tag from the tree. Your generosity is
contagious!Gifts are due December 14th!
Cookbooks are available for
sale at the Front Desk in the
Parish Oﬃce. Only $15 a copy.
What a nice gift!

God. Interestingly, the "raising of the
dead" is not referred to in Isaiah or
other Old Testament texts regarding
the Messiah; but it is referred to in a
Qumran scroll (4Q521), which opens
interesting questions about what
Matthew actually knew. 2) The
importance of John the Baptist.
Jesus refers to him as the greatest of
all people born to that date, which is
high praise indeed. Yet He uses this
greatness to express the status of
one of those who has found the
Kingdom of Heaven. How do we
participate in bringing this Kingdom
about?
Perhaps this Kingdom is
tangible whenever the Lord is made
present in the way we address the
problems of our lives, in the way we
treat strangers and those diﬀerent
from us, in the way we act upon the
social issues of our time. Perhaps the
"Kingdom of Heaven" is much more a
process of having the earth
transformed in light of the Gospel,
instead of a "place" or "destination."
Let our Advent prayers be petitions
for help in transforming ourselves by
actively
bringing
about
the
Incarnation ("enﬂeshment) of the
Lord concretely in this world.

Our Parish Family
Newly Registered Families—Welcome!
Robert Boelke, Dayna Chavez, Margo Culbertson, Mr.
and Mrs. Miguel Domenech, Mr. and Mrs. Miguel
Dorta, Mr. and Mrs. Paul Frisancho, Mr. and Mrs. Chris
Giese, Janni Mirosevich, Lori Vella, Mr. and Mrs. Armando Perez.
Born into Eternal Life: Michael David Tripolino, Maye Havlish,
Diego Enrique Bisso Jarrett, Lemmey, Sean Tokarz, Anthony
Ranalli, Marie Melendez, Joseph Buscia, Barbara Hannon, Matt
Wrich, Elizabeth Crawford, Isabel Avila, Jesse Hearn, III, Laura
Hammond Smith, Margaret Gaglione, Ricardo Garza Jr., James R.
Fincham, Robert Silah, Msgr. Laurence Higgins, Assunta Romano,
William Van Orden, Margarita Melendez Salgado, Esther Trotman,
Margarita Domantay, Hilda Hidalgo, Carlos Hidalgo, Paul Sullivan.

Please Pray for those who are sick in our Parish: Bob Huie,
Ross Massey, Aida Murphy, Cathy Lindberg, Max Zambrano, Leo
Murphy, Brianna Borello, Suzette Hillis, Marie Bobak, Wendy
Cathell, Gabriel Espinosa and Jane Miller. To add a name to the
list email: LRomano@StPaulChurch.com.

“You too must be patient. Make you hearts ﬁrm, because the coming of the Lord is at hand” (Jm 5:8).

Christmas Children's Festival
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St. Paul Faith Formation
We are rooted in Faith and growing in grace
Thank you to those who volunteered and attended
the Advent Family Gathering this past week.

If you are interested in having your child participate in
one of our Christmas Pageants as Joseph, Mary,
Innkeeper, Angel Gabriel please call the Faith Formation
oﬃce at 961-3023 to reserve your date. We need
children for the December 24th Masses at 4 pm and 6
pm.

Dates to remember:
⇒ BREAKFAST WITH SANTA! After all Masses, on
⇒
⇒
⇒
⇒

Sunday, December 11th in the Family Center
Communal Penance Service on Tuesday, December
13th, 7 pm in the Church.
Christmas Pageant, December 24 - 4 pm and 6 pm
Christmas Pageant, December 25-9 am and 6 pm
Christmas Break, Celebrate the Nativity of our Lord
with our families. No Faith Formation Classes
December 18th until January 8th. Merry Christmas!!

Family Activities for this week!

If you have not yet registered your child, please call the
Faith Formation oﬃce. It is not too late! 813-961-3023

“You too must be patient. Make you hearts ﬁrm, because the coming of the Lord is at hand” (Jm 5:8).

Dec.
Dec.11
11
7:007:008:30pm
8:30pm

Come join The Rock as
we adore the Blessed
Sacrament through contemporary adoration! With Father
Stephan and Joe Cosas we have set
up an evening of praise and worship
before the Blessed Sacrament. Featuring intimate
singing, prayer, a brief message and time in adoration.

All are welcome.

High Schoolers can join us for
pizza at 6:30 in the Family Center.

Series after the break— UNSETTLED

The Rock
Christmas Party
Who: 9-12th Graders
When: Dec. 18th 6:308:30pm
What to bring:
Guys bring a drink to share
Girls bring a snack or
dessert to share

This series explores the universal call to holiness and the Church’s permanent vocations,
matrimony, religious life, and the priesthood,
through the stories of the lives of saints.
Join us for a night
celebrating Christ’s
birth with food, games
and a fun sock gift
exchange (optional).
Bring a pair of new
“fun” socks for the
exchange.

Confirmation
We are getting closer to our

This is our last week of
Middle School Faith Formation.
See you in January.

busy semester. Please make
sure you are on track, choosing a Sponsor, picking a Confirmation Name, working on
service hours and filling out
the paperwork. Don’t forget
our first workshop is

Our 8th grade class keeps growing and we
could use 1 or 2 more catechists. You can
sign up to teach, help with small group discussion or just crowd control. Contact John
Sco for more informaon at 813-961-3023.

January 21st!

Adult Faith Formation
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Are you as smart as a 5th grader?

The Church

teaches us that Jesus Christ is: ___________.
A. True God and true Man. The Second Person of the
Blessed Trinity. Son of God and Son of Mary. Our
Lord and Savior. And more!
Please join our nationwide eﬀort to
ﬁght hunger over the holidays you
can help by donating food today!
Now through December 13, local
residents
(and
others)
are
encouraged to visit www.YouGiveGoods.com/ABC-Tampa
or the link in our website and select from a variety of
goods to purchase for donation. The online food drive
will culminate in a one-day delivery to St. Paul Catholic
Church to beneﬁt those in need that seek for assistance
of St. Vincent De Paul Society. Join in the movement!

On a Lighter Note:

A man sent his friend a cryptic
Christmas card. It said: A B C D E F G H I J K M N O P Q R S
T U V W X Y Z. The recipient puzzled over it for weeks,
ﬁnally gave up and wrote asking for an explanation. In
July he received the explanation on a postcard: "No L."
We are all called to be disciples
of Christ. He calls us to go out
and to share the Good News.
On our parish survey in
September, a number of parishioners suggested that
“parishioners need to talk it up.” How true! We are all
called to be disciples of Christ! Let’s share our joy! –
Fr. Bill

as

1.28.17

Get your tickets!
Www.StPaulChurch.com

Get your Christmas Gift today! Obtain a
copy of Dynamic Catholic, Resisting
Happiness this week. This is a gift from your
St. Paul Parish to you!
Also, don’t forget to purchase your ticket for
The Four Signs event to be held at St. Paul’s!
Dr. Allen Hunt, our guest speaker from
Dynamic Catholic will be here on Saturday, January 28,
2017 from 9 am to 1 pm. Tickets available at the oﬃce.

Ask It Basket:

“What are the precepts of
the Church? Are they still valid?” Yes! They
are found in the Catechism of the Catholic
Church (6486-43): 1) Attend Mass on Sundays and holy
days of obligation; 2) confess your sins at least once a
year; 3) Receive Holy Communion at least during the
Easter Season; 4) Observed the prescribed days of
fasting and abstinence. 5) Help to provide for the needs
of the Church. As you can see, the Church doesn’t ask
for much. How are you doing with them? (If you have a
question for the Ask It Basket, please contact
FrBill@StPaulChurch.com).

Looking Ahead!
•December 11 - Breakfast with
Santa; CCW Christmas Cookies
Sale after all morning Masses
•December 11 - Breakfast with
Santa; CCW Christmas Cookies
Sale after all morning Masses
•December 12 - Our Lady of
Guadalupe;
•December 13 - Communal
Penance Service;
•December 18 - Simbang Gabi
Mass 7 pm

•December 25 - Christmas!
•December 28 - Mass of the
Innocents 7:30 pm,
•December 30 - Holy Family
Mass 5:30 pm;
•January 1 - Feast of Mary,
Mother of God; Epiphany
•January 8; Santo Niño January 15.
•January 28 - The Four Signs
Event with Allen Hunt
•February 28 - Suncoast Men’s
Conference

Lower your Income Taxes and
Support St. Paul Catholic
Church!
Congress has brought back the
“charitable IRA rollover.” Each year
through the 31st of December,
anyone 70½ or older can make a transfer tax-free from
their IRAs to eligible charities like St. Paul Catholic
Church. Any amounts distributed DIRECTLY to St Paul
by your IRA administrator will not be included in your
taxable income and will count towards this year’s
required minimum distribution. So for maximum tax
savings, you might want to look at this opportunity
before taking your 2016 required minimum
distribution. But remember: St Paul must receive your
gift by December 31 2016, in order to qualify for the tax
-free rollover. Interested? Please email Michael
Maloney at MMaloney@StPaulChurch.com or call him
at 813-961-3023.
If you are too young to take
advantage of this now, you can still name St. Paul as a
beneficiary of your IRA making use of your beneficiary
designation form. After your lifetime, these assets will
pass completely tax-free to St. Paul to ensure that our
parish life and ministries continue to grow and flourish.

“You too must be patient. Make you hearts ﬁrm, because the coming of the Lord is at hand” (Jm 5:8).

Stewardship a Way of Life

Page 11
Page 11

The Season of Advent, A Season of Hope
Advent is a time
of waiting and
expectation; a season
of quiet anticipation
and preparation. We
are waiting for our
Lord to come into the
world as the baby
Jesus, born of the
Virgin Mary in
Bethlehem. We are
also preparing for His
return, His second
coming as the
shepherd-king, to
restore harmony and
right relationship to all
creation. Advent is a
season yearning for
God to come and set
the world right with
perfect justice, truth
and peace. It is a
season of hope.
Advent is a time to emphasize preparation through prayer.
While Lent emphasizes a spirit of repentance through prayer
and fasting, Advent’s prayers are prayers of humble devotion
and commitment, prayers for deliverance, prayers of gladness
and joyful expectation, prayers that await the light of Christ
coming into the world.
We do not shrink from those Advent scripture readings that
reveal a strong prophetic tone of accountability and
judgment. Christ’s disciples expect the Lord to hold them
accountable for what has been entrusted to them just as a
spouse, parent, teacher or supervisor holds us accountable.
And just as the steward was found faithful in small matters by
the master, we too are conﬁdent that we will be found faithful
and will enter the joy of the master. We have absolute trust in
the Lord’s countenance.
Assuredly, during Advent we anticipate the Lord’s coming
with hope. It is that hope, however faint at times, that keeps
us from despair and the darkness of sin and its
destructiveness. It is a hope that urges us to be kind, loving
and compassionate toward one another. It is a hope that
encourages our faith in a merciful God who continues to pour
His grace upon us.
We don’t know when Christ will come again to bring human
history to its completion. But we celebrate with gladness the
great promise of Advent and we rekindle that positive, joyful
spirit within us because we know, as Zechariah prophesied,
that the light of Christ will shine on all who sit in darkness and
the shadow of death, and He will guide our feet into the way
International Catholic Council of Stewardship
of peace.

Coﬀee & Donuts
NO DONUTS TODAY DUE TO
CHRISTMAS WITH SANTA.
Join us next week when your
host will be
The Evangelization Team!
AGING RELIGIOUS NEED
YOUR HELP!
Senior Catholic sisters,
brothers, and religious
order
priests
have
oﬀered their lives in
service to others educating the young,
comforting the sick,
seeking justice for the
oppressed. Today, many
are frail, elderly, and in need of assistance. Your gift to the
Retirement Fund for Religious helps to furnish medications,
nursing care, and other necessities. Please give generously to
today’s second collection. Envelopes can be found in the
Narthex. Thank you for your generosity!

2016 Annual Pastoral Appeal
ends December 31st!
It’s not too late to make a donation!
There are so many needs in our diocese that
we as a parish cannot ﬁx alone. But through your gift to
APA, we can reach so many people. Won’t you help? For if
not you, then who? Envelopes are in the Narthex.

THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROSITY!

Sign up for Online giving!
It’s simple and convenient.
Go to: StPaulChurch.com
for more info on how to sign up.

Weekly Offertory
Sunday, November 27, 2016
Oﬀertory:
Online Giving:
Attendance:
Envelopes:

$ 24,437
$ 15,295
3,654
808

Thank you for your Generosity!
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Mass Intentions

Mass Intentions for the Week of December 11th
Saturday, December 10, 2016
5:30pm Cecily Domenic Padmavathi +
7:30 pm Karen Mullins +
Sunday, December 11, 2016 – Third Sunday of Advent
7:30 am Patrick Michael Mulvehill +
9:00 am Deceased Ushers +
10:45 am Jaroslaw Paul Miernik +
12:30 pm St. Paul Parishioners (int.)
2:00 pm Besabe and Hugo Millam +
5:30 pm Lilian Zambrano +
Monday, December 12, 2016 – Our Lady of Guadalupe
7:30 am Assunta Romano +
12:15 pm Marina Diaz +
7:30 pm Gerard Baez +
Tuesday, December 13, 2016 – St. Lucy
7:30 am Eileen Pagano +
12:15 pm Jonathan Lee Fernandez +
Wednesday, December 14, 2016 - St. John of the Cross
7:30 am Consecrated Life and Priestly Vocations (int.)
12:15 pm Theresa Kuhn +
Thursday, December 15, 2016
7:30 am Dolores Soril +
12:15 pm Edward McDonnell +
Friday, December 16, 2016
7:30 am Liliana and Gerardo Hernandez 22nd Wedding Anniversary (int.)
12:15 pm Joel DuBois +
7:30 pm Bob Silah +
Saturday, December 17, 2016
8;30 am Gloria Wasser +
5:30pm Michael Petresky +
7:30 pm Chester Bailey +
Sunday, December 18, 2016 – Fourth Sunday of Advent
7:30 am Norma Farinola +
9:00 am Benjamin Sudano, Sr. +
10:45 am Ramona Arriaga +
12:30 pm Mike and Michael Hingson +
2:00 pm St. Paul Parishioners (int.)
5:30 pm Blanche Ygual +

Readings for the Week of December 11th
Sunday:
Monday:
Tuesday:
Wednesday:
Thursday:
Friday:
Saturday:
Sunday:

Is 35:1-6a, 10 / Jas 5:7-10 / Mt 11:2-11
Zac 2:14-17 / Rv 11:19a, 12:1-6a, 10ab / Lk 1:26-38
Zep 3:1-2, 9-13 / Mt 21:28-32
Is 45:6b-8, 18, 21b-25 / Lk 7:18b-23
Is 54:1-10 / Lk 7:24-30
Is 56:1-3a, 6-8 / Jn 5:33-36
Gn 49:2, 8-10 / Mt 1:1-17
Is 7:10-14 / Rom 1:1-7 / Mt 1:18-24

Faith in Action: Patience is another one of those things many of us
struggle with. We want things to go according to our plan and our
schedule. Any change brings anxiety and fear. Through daily prayer
we better align ourselves with God’s will and His plan, which is far
better than anything we can come up with on our own.

Gluten Intolerant?
If you have an adverse reaction to
the gluten found in bread,
including the Holy Eucharist, you
have several options.
First, you are
welcome to receive the Lord in the Precious
Blood. Remember, He is fully in present in
the smallest drop of his Precious Blood as
well as in the smallest particle of the Host.
Second, there are low-gluten or “gluten
free” altar breads available which contain
less than 0.00042% gluten. If you would like
to know more about the procedure we use
at St. Paul to distribute the low-gluten
Hosts, see Fr Bill or Louise (961-3023).

Deo Gratias! We have had so
many wonderful events these past few
weeks. Please join me in thanking in a
special way our marvelous music
ministry. You are such a blessing to us
all!
Thanks to those who have shared their
bulletins from their travels with us. This
week we received them from several
parishes in Florida. God bless you!

“You too must be patient. Make you hearts ﬁrm, because the coming of the Lord is at hand” (Jm 5:8).

Outreach Ministries and Community Events

Page 13

St. Vincent De Paul
Pantry Hours Monday & Thursday 9 am -12 pm
Assistance Line: 813-264-3325

Want to feel Jesus in your home this Christmas----instead
of that bottle of cologne or that new sweater-----donate
to the SVDP so we can help the needy at
Christmas. Thank you.
NOW ALSO ON WEDNESDAYS
Legal Consultation Services Referral
service on Mondays and
Wednesdays by appointment.
Please call 264-3307.

Counseling Services
oﬀered by Dr. Pat
Berne. Please call to
make an appointment
813-961-3023

Spiritual Mothers Prayer Group meets
every Thursday after the 12:15 pm. Come
and pray for all of our Priests!

Will you Consider Adopting
a Family for Christmas?
Would you like to make someone’s holiday special?
Provide a family with a holiday celebration
they would not have had without your support?
Show the real spirit of Christmas through giving?
You can anonymously adopt a family for the holidays!
We will provide detailed information on gift ideas and
sizes for Christmas! Distribution of the gifts will be on
Saturday, December 19th and we are asking for delivery of
all gifts one week prior. Please call Denise at 813-671-9010
for more information on how you can help a family have
a special Christmas.
Thank you again for your continual support to St. Vincent
de Paul, so we can help so many have a wonderful
Christmas, one they may have not had with your
generosity.

Dialogo Matrimonial MDS en Español
Para mas informacion escribir a
MatrimonialDialog-esp@StPaulChurch.com

Adult Faith Formation Sessions with Fr. Bob
Mark your calendar with the following dates for the
upcoming Faith Formation Sessions December 20 and
January 3, January 17, January 31, and February 7, 2017.
Please meet at the Church at 7 pm

November 20, Apostolic Letter "Misericordia et Misera.
("Mercy and Misery") In this letter, Pope Francis
extended the Year of Mercy provision granting priests
worldwide a faculty related to the sin of abortion: "Lest
any obstacle arise between the request for reconciliation
and God's forgiveness, I henceforth grant to all priests, in
virtue of their ministry, the faculty to absolve those who
have committed the sin of procured abortion." Pope
Francis wrote: "I wish to restate as ﬁrmly as I can that
abortion is a grave sin, since it puts an end to an innocent
life. In the same way, however, I can and must state that
there is no sin that God's mercy cannot reach and wipe
away when it ﬁnds a repentant heart seeking to be
reconciled with the Father." The Holy Father reminds us
that God welcomes all those who are repentant, seeking
mercy and peace after involvement in abortion, and that
an experience of God's great mercy gives rise to joy. For
many years in the United States, most bishops have
granted their priests this faculty. In addition to
sacramental confession, the Church oﬀers conﬁdential
and compassionate help through diocesan Project Rachel
ministries. Since 1984, dedicated ministries
have
accompanied those seeking forgiveness, healing, and
peace after losing a child to abortion. Wherever a person
might be in their healing journey, Project Rachel oﬀers
free, conﬁdential help. www.hopeafterabortion.org
www.esperanzaposaborto.org.
SOS Human Traﬃcking Ministry will be holding its next
meeting on Thursday, January 12, 2017 at 7 pm in the Parish
Center Room C. For more information or how to get involved
please email humantraﬃcking@stpaulchurch.com

If your marriage has
become troubled and
stressed, unloving or
uncaring; if you have grown cold and distant; even if you
are divorced or separated, or are thinking about it;
Retrouvaille can help. It has helped thousands. Our next
program begins February 10-12, 2017.For more
information, visit www.HelpOurMarriage.com, or call 813906-7705. Not counseling or group therapy. All contacts
and names held in strictest conﬁdence.
The Latin class of Most Holy Redeemer parish will
welcome new students on 1/19/17 at 6:30 p.m. To register,
write cbracdon@msn.com or call (813) 748-0746. Lingua
Latina est thesaurus incomparandae praestantiae - The
Latin language is a treasure of incomparable value.

