Fourth Sunday of Advent

Sunday, December 18, 2016

St. Paul Catholic Church
and Preschool
www.StPaulChurch.com
12708 N Dale Mabry Hwy. Tampa, FL 33618 - 813-961-3023

Light of
Love
4th Sunday of
Advent
Advent Prayer
Father in heaven, our
hearts desire the
warmth of your love
and our minds are
searching for the light
of your Word. Increase
our longing for Christ
our Savior and give us
the strength to grow
in love, that the dawn
of his coming may ﬁnd
us rejoicing in his
presence and
welcoming the light of
his truth. We ask this
in the name of Jesus
the Lord. Amen.

"Formed by Word and Sacrament, we, the people of St. Paul Catholic Church,
are a Spirit-led, Eucharist-centered, vibrant multicultural Christian
community of faith, living our love for God and neighbor while growing
together as disciples of Christ."
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Growing Together as disciples of Christ!

All are Welcome!
Weekend Masses
Saturday Masses
8:30am Mass
(Morning Prayer and
Benediction 8:10am)
Saturday Vigil
Mass 5:30pm
Missa em
Português: 7:30pm
Sunday Masses
7:30am, 9:00am, 10:45am,
12:30pm, 5:30pm
Misa en Español: 2:00pm

Weekday Masses
Monday to Friday
7:30am and 12:15pm
First Friday Mass 7:30pm
Saturday - 8:30am
(Morning Prayer and
Benediction 8:10am)
Reconciliation/Confession
Saturdays 10:00am and
4:00pm or upon request

24 Hour Eucharistic
Adoration
Every Wednesday
8am to 9pm
Every Friday 8:30am
to Saturday 8:20am
Morning Prayer
Monday - Friday 7:10am
Saturday 8:10am
Anointing of the Sick
Every Second Saturday of the
Month at 8:30am
Church Oﬃce Address:
12708 N. Dale Mabry Hwy
Tampa, FL 33618-2802
813.961.3023
Fax 813.962.8780
Oﬃce Hours: 8:00 am to 4:00
pm, M-F
www.StPaulChurch.com
Email: ParishCommunications
@StPaulChurch.com

My dear friends,
It is hard to believe that Christmas is almost here! This has been
an amazing (and exhausting) Advent! Highlights included our
moving liturgies, the Advent Mission with Stephen Binz, Advent
Family Gathering, Children’s Christmas Festival, Lessons in Carols, Our Pastor, Fr. Bill
Breakfast with Santa, Our Lady of Guadalupe celebration ... I can go
on and on! I also hope you have enjoyed Matthew Kelly’s book “Resisting
Happiness.” After you are ﬁnished with it, pass it on to a friend. Perhaps it will
help them discover the joy of living in Christ!
Christmas is a time of great peace and joy. But for many, it is also a diﬃcult time.
I’m especially mindful of those who are bereaved, separated from loved ones,
suﬀering from mental or physical illness, or who are struggling with ﬁnancial or
other issues. Let us keep them in prayer and try to share with them the
compassion of the Christmas Child.
As you know, this year Christmas falls on a Sunday. For this reason, our normal
schedule is slightly diﬀerent. On Saturday morning, we will have our normal
8:30am daily Mass. For the Solemnity of Christmas, Masses are as follows:
Saturday at 4pm (two in English), 6pm (one in English and one in Portuguese),
8pm and midnight (the choral prelude begins at 11:15pm). On Sunday the Masses
are as normal: 7:30am, 9am, 10:45am, 12:30pm and 2pm in Spanish. Parking is
tight Saturday evening so be sure to come early and know that there is overﬂow
parking available in the Medical Clinic on the other side of PDQ and in the Cascade
Shopping Center. If you are looking for more “elbow” room, I suggest the
Saturday evening Mass at 8 with our amazing Life Teen choir or Sunday morning
Mass at 7:30 or 9am.
All that being said, please, please, please, be sure to invite your friends and
neighbors as there is lots of room in the “inn.” I thank you for being especially
warm and gracious to all our guests. We pray that everyone will feel welcome at
St. Paul!
On another note, on behalf of the clergy, religious, and staﬀ of St. Paul parish and
school, I would like to thank you for all of your support throughout the year. It is
such a blessing to be able to serve you and the Lord. I especially thank you for
your ﬁnancial support for the parish and the 2016 Annual Pastoral Appeal. We
depend totally upon you and your end-of-the-year charitable giving is so greatly
appreciated. May God bless you!
Growing together as disciples of Christ,

Fr. Bill Swengros
Pastor
PS
You should have received a special Christmas mailing from our parish. If you did
NOT get it, please contact the parish oﬃce so we can get you one and adjust our
mailing list!

“When Joseph awoke, he did as the angel of the Lord had commanded him and took his wife into his home” (Mt 1:24).

Parish Upcoming Events
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Simbang Gabi Mass
Sunday, December 18
7:30 pm
St. Paul Catholic
Church
For a full schedule of
all 9 Masses please
visit
www.StPaulChurch.com

SavetheDate!
Friday, December 30, 2016
5:30 p.m. Mass
St. Paul Catholic Church

There will be a special blessing for
families and we will recognize all children who were
baptized in 2016! Fellowship to follow in the Family
Center. Call Lizette Espel in the Parish Ofice for more

Feast of the Holy Innocents
Wednesday, December 28th
7:30 pm
We will be having a special Mass on Wednesday,
December 28th for anyone who has lost a child,
either by miscarriage, abortion, accident, or natural
causes. If you or someone you know mourns the
loss of a child, please join us in the Chapel at 7:30
pm for this special Mass.

List of Upcoming Events

information (813) 961-3023

Welcome, Bienvenidos,
Bem-vindos to St. Paul!

Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God
Saturday Vigil Masses
5:30 pm, 7:30 pm (em portugese)
*Holy hour 10:30 pm 11:30 pm
Sunday, January 1, 2017
7:30 am, 9 am, 10:45 am, 12:30 pm, 2
pm (en español) and 5:30 pm.

•
•
•

12/18
1/6-14
1/14

•
•
•
•
•
•

12/18
12/24
12/25
12/28
12/31
1/1

Living Nativity by Youth Group
Santo Niño Novena 7 pm
Santo Niño Vigil & Procession

List of Upcoming Masses
Simbang Gabi Mass 7:30 pm
Christmas Eve Masses (above)
Christmas Day Masses (above)
Mass for the Holy Innocents
Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God Vigil
Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God
St Paul Catholic Church
@St.PaulCatholicChurch

@StPaulTampa,
stpaultpa
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St. Paul Preschool & Sacrament of Baptism
Infant Baptism
‘I baptize you in the name of the Father,
and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit’

Excellence in Catholic preschool education for over 30 years

Come Take a Look!

In preparation for registration of the 2017-2018
school year we will be holding an Open House on
Tuesday, January 31st, 9-11am or
Wednesday, February 1st, 9-11am
and one session at 5 pm
If you have a child who will be 2, 3 or 4 years old by
September 1st of 2017 please consider coming to our open
house to get information for next school year. You will be
able to visit our classrooms while they are in session
(morning times only) and experience ﬁrst-hand the
wonderful things that are happening at our preschool. In
the
meantime,
please
visit
our
website
stpaulcatholicpreschool.org, our Facebook page or call us
at 813-264-3314 for more information.

“How can I impact the lives of the next generation?”
Looking for a unique gift
for a child?
Support our Tuition
Assistance Program with
a tax deductible
donation.
Visit www.stpaulcatholicpreschool.org

Follow St. Paul Catholic Preschool on
social media! Look for St. Paul Catholic
Preschool Tampa

The baptism of a child is a special cause for joy and
celebration on the part of the Church, the whole
community of faith! Baptism is a birth into the
Christian community and is in every way as solemn and
important as birth itself. It is an event that needs to
be prepared for, and it can serve as a reminder to you
about your own faith and what it means to you. If you
have any questions regarding Infant Baptism, please
contact
Lizette
Espel
at
(961-3023;
LEspel@StPaulChurch.com)

Children’s Liturgy of the Word
Every Saturday during the 7:30 pm
Mass and Every Sunday during
the 9 am Mass
THANK YOU FOR YOUR TALENTS!
Jenn Patierno has been and graciously continues to be
our leader for the Sunday 9 am Children’s Liturgy of the
Word team along with teen helper, Alexia Rodriguez.
We thank Terry Seidensticker and Melissa Luria for
sharing their time and talents with CLW these past few
years. We are blessed to add the following new
ministers to our CLW Team: Sybil Austin-Fluker, Amanda
Cassreino and Shannon Martino. In addition to our CLW
during
the
Come and learn the Word of God!
Portuguese
Mass, we are
looking to grow
this ministry for
our 2pm Mass as
well in the near
future.

“When Joseph awoke, he did as the angel of the Lord had commanded him and took his wife into his home” (Mt 1:24).

Liturgical Corner
Saints of God: Wednesday is the feast of
St. Peter Canisius (1521-1597), “the
second apostle of Germany,” and one
of the key leaders in the Catholic
Reformation. A brilliant student, he
received a master’s degree in Cologne
at the age of 19 and was one of the ﬁrst
members of the Society of Jesus or the
Jesuits. He was present at the Council
of Trent and through his popular preaching, began the
important work of reforming the Church. He was
known as a mediator but also one who would take
authorities to task when their power was misused. A
gifted university teacher, Peter founded several schools
and seminaries and wrote a “common man’s”
catechism so that all could understand our rich Catholic
heritage. It is no wonder that many Jesuit schools are
named after this gifted priest and doctor of the Church.
Let us pray:
Saint Peter Canisius, you saw the good in even the most
troublesome of people. You found their talents and used
them. Help me to see beyond the behavior of others that
may bother me to the gifts God has given them. Amen.

Please Pray for the Safety of Our Military
♦Hans C. Arcand, 2nd LT. USAF
♦Martin O. Reina, USCG
♦Nicholas Ringo, III US Navy
♦Michael Dunkelberger, Master Sargent, USAF
♦Christopher A. Garcia, Oﬃcer, U.S. Navy
♦Mathew M Colon, Sgt., US Army
♦Richard Majette, Captain, USMC
♦Katrina Monti, Captain, PA US Army
♦Jonathan Monti, Major, PA US Army
♦Richard Sison Jr, 2nd Lt., USAF
♦Matthew Mooney, Captain, USAF
♦Curtis Gardner, Sergeant, USAF
♦Adriana Trigg, USAF
♦Anthony Mazzie, US Army
♦Luis Luccani, PO, US Navy
♦Austin Jacob Ferlita, Pvt2s, US Army
♦Josh C. Seal, PO, US Navy
♦Corinna Fleischmann, CDR, USCG.
♦Morganne Oyler, US Navy
♦Sean C. Andino, Ensign, US Navy
♦Thomas Krasnicki, 2nd Lt, US Navy
♦Brett Smith, US Marine Corp.
♦Dominick J. Agnes III, Sgt, US Marine Corps
To add a name to the list email LRomano@StPaulChurch.com.
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Pope Francis:

“God comes to save
us. He ﬁnds no better way to do so than
to walk with us, living our life, and at the
moment of choosing the way to live his life, he didn’t
choose a great city of a great empire; he did not choose
a princess or a countess for his Mother, an important
person; he didn’t choose a luxurious palace. It seems as
if everything was intentionally done in near obscurity.
Mary was a girl of 16 or 17, no older, in a faraway village
on the outskirts of the Roman Empire, and certainly no
one knew of that village. Joseph was a youth who loved
her and wanted to marry her. He was a carpenter who
earned his daily bread. All in simplicity, all in obscurity.
And even the rejection — because they were betrothed,
and in such a small village, you know how gossip is, it
spreads. Joseph realized that she was pregnant, but he
was a just man. Everything was hidden despite the
calumny and gossip. The Angel explained the mystery to
Joseph: “the child that your bride bears is the work of
God, the work of the Holy Spirit”. When Joseph awoke
from his sleep he did what the Angel of the Lord had
commanded him, and he went to her and married her
(cf. Mt 1:18-25). All was hidden, all was humble. The
great cities of the world knew nothing about it.... This is
how God is among us. If you want to ﬁnd God, seek him
in humility, seek him in poverty, seek him where he is
hidden: in the neediest, in the sick, in the hungry, in the
imprisoned ... Jesus exists in humility” (Pope Francis, Homily, 2015
December 18).

Images from the Little White Box

EACH ONE OF THEM IS JESUS IN
DISGUISE.”
-SAINT MOTHER TERESA
EUCHARISTIC ADORATION:
WEDNESDAYS FROM 8:30 AM TO 9
PM, AND FRIDAYS FROM 8:30 AM
TO SATURDAYS AT 8:30 AM.
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Reﬂections on Scripture

Due to copyright restrictions, we cannot print
the Scriptures before the relections of Mr.
Conroy. The Scripture for today’s liturgy can
be found in Today’s Missal or in our website ”

I. Isaiah 7:10-14
"...a Young Woman shall conceive..."
Reﬂection: The setting of this
reading is during the reign of Ahaz as
King of Judea (736-716 +/-), when the
Syrians were poised for attack on
Jerusalem. Ahaz was the successor
to King David, to whom God had
promised everlasting support. The
Lord suggested to Ahaz that he ask
for a "sign" from either extreme of
the world, a sign of continuing
support in the light of the current
danger. The sign given by God
through Isaiah was that a young
woman would conceive and give
birth to a child, whom she will call
"Immanuel," "God with us."
A
Christian reading of this text
recognizes Christ as the "Sign
(Sacrament) of God" in the
continuing time of mortal danger.
For in the Incarnation we are assured
that we are not alone, abandoned
and forgotten. God is with us, in
Christ, through His Church.
II. Romans 1:1-7
The Descendant of David
Reﬂection: We read the Greeting of
this powerful letter, which is in the

By Jack Conroy, Ph.D.

standard ancient form, "From A
(Sender) to B (Receiver.)” But within
this formula we have an expression
of who Paul considers himself to be,
and whom he has been called to
proclaim: God's Son, announced by
the Prophets and descendant of
David (see ﬁrst reading), aﬃrmed by
God in the resurrection, and whom
Paul has preached among the
"Nations" (non-Jews), among whom
the Roman church is numbered. This
greeting is an important indicator of
how the earliest Christians viewed
Jesus, as this was written around 5354 AD to an existing church that Paul
had not yet visited. The ancient
meaning of “Saints” was a little
diﬀerent from ours. At that time,
belonging to the assembly of people
who professed belief in Jesus as
God’s “Sign” meant that they were
the “holy ones,” which was
translated into Latin as “Sancti”,
from which we get “Saints.”
III. Matthew 1: 18-24
A Righteous Man
Reﬂection: This description of "how
Jesus Christ came to be born" is
central to the symbolism of
Christmas. If we look at this as a
story, we should ask, "who is the
central ﬁgure?" In this part, it is

clearly Joseph, who was "upright"
and who had, under Jewish law, the
right to have his pregnant betrothed
stoned for inﬁdelity, since they had
not yet begun to live together. His
"uprightness" was the fact that he
had consciously decided on the
course of Mercy, and not strict
compliance with the Law.
The
explanation that Mary had been
overshadowed by the Holy Spirit was
suﬃcient for Joseph to change his
mind again, and not divorce Mary, so
that the verse in Isaiah 7:10 (see
above) might be fulﬁlled. The Greek
translation of the Old Testament
changed "young woman" in Isaiah to
"virgin," but the essence of the
message is that through God's
creative act, Mary would give birth to
the "Sign" for the world, that God is
with us through Christ. Hence, the
mystery that the chasm that had
existed between the Inﬁnite Creator
and a puny, limited world, steeped in
self-indulgence, had been bridged.
Through the loving act of a man
about
whom
we
know
extraordinarily little, a family
environment was preserved for the
Savior of the world.

Give a faith-ﬁlled gift to the faithful men in your life
Christmas is the time of Hope. Hope born in a manger, destined to be
our Savior and bring man closer in union with God. This Christmas give
the gift that has the promise to bring your men closer to God.

“Living The Faith” 7th Annual Tampa Bay Men’s Conference
Featuring Dr Scott Hahn, Fr Bill Casey and Artie Boyle
Saturday, February 18th, beginning at 6:30 a.m., Higgins Hall
St Lawrence Catholic Church, 5225 N. Himes Ave, Tampa
For tickets or more information visit www.suncoastcatholicministries.com

“When Joseph awoke, he did as the angel of the Lord had commanded him and took his wife into his home” (Mt 1:24).

Advent at St. Paul Parish!
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Shawls of Hope Ministry
Thank you to our Shawls of Hope Ministry for visiting Elmcroft Assisted Living on
December 2nd, providing residents with hand made shawls and words of kindness
and love to them. More than 18 shawls were received that day with a thank you
and a smile from Elmcroft Residents.
Blessings to Shawls of Hope for
showing
tenderness
to
those
advanced in age yet always eager to
receive love. To join this awesome
ministry please contact Janet at
shawlsoXope@stpaulchurch.com

8

St. Paul Faith Formation
We are rooted in Faith and growing in grace
Children’s Advent Retreat
Thank you parents for joining us !

If you are interested in having your child participate in
one of our Christmas Pageants as Joseph, Mary,
Innkeeper, Angel Gabriel please call the Faith Formation
oﬃce at 961-3023 to reserve your date. We need
children for the December 24th Masses at 4 pm and 6
pm.

Dates to remember:
⇒ Christmas Pageant, December 24 - 4 pm and 6 pm
⇒ Christmas Pageant, December 25-9 am and 6 pm
⇒ Christmas Break, Celebrate the Nativity of our Lord

with our families. No Faith Formation Classes
December 18th until January 8th. Merry Christmas!!

Family Activities for this week!

If you have not yet registered your child, please call the
Faith Formation oﬃce. It is not too late! 813-961-3023.

“When Joseph awoke, he did as the angel of the Lord had commanded him and took his wife into his home” (Mt 1:24).

The Rock
Christmas Party
Who: 9-12th Graders
When: Dec. 18th 6:308:30pm
What to bring:
Guys bring a drink to share
Girls bring a snack or
dessert to share

Join us for a night
celebrating Christ’s
birth with food, games
and a fun sock gift
exchange (optional).
Bring a pair of new
“fun” socks for the
exchange.

Series after the break— UNSETTLED
This series explores the universal call to holiness and the Church’s permanent vocations,
matrimony, religious life, and the priesthood,
through the stories of the lives of saints.
XLT
Adoration

Confirmation
We are getting closer to our
busy semester. Please make
sure you are on track, choosing a Sponsor, picking a Confirmation Name, working on
service hours and filling out
the paperwork. Don’t forget
our first workshop is

Human Christmas Trees

January 21st!

Our 8th grade class keeps growing and we could
use 1 or 2 more catechists. You can sign up to
teach, help with small group discussion or just
crowd control. Contact John Scott for more information at 813813-961961-3023.

Adult Faith Formation
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Are you as smart as a 5th grader?

What is the
diﬀerence between Evangelization and Ecumenism.
A. Evangelization is the process of sharing your faith.
Ecumenism is the dialogue between Christians,
building on the unity of common faith in Jesus Christ.

On a Lighter Note: One Christmas, a mother
decided she was no longer going to remind her
kids to send thank you notes. Consequently, the
kids' grandmother never received any thanks for the
Christmas checks she sent to the kids. The very next
Christmas, all the kids stopped by in person to thank their
grandmother for their checks. When asked by a friend
what caused this change in behavior, the grandmother
replied, "Simple. This year I didn't sign the checks."
We are all called to be disciples
of Christ. He calls us to go out
and to share the Good News.
On our parish survey in
September, a number of parishioners suggested that
more activities and services. This Advent I’m not sure it
would have been physically possible to do more! One
thing I would suggest is that each of us invite a friend or
neighbor to join us for Christmas Mass. They could be
waiting for an invitation from a friend like you! – Fr. Bill

as

Looking Ahead!
•December 18 - Simbang Gabi
Mass 7:30 pm
•December 25 - Christmas!
•December 28 - Mass of the
Innocents 7:30 pm,
•December 30 - Holy Family
Mass 5:30 pm;

•January 1 - Feast of Mary,
Mother of God; Epiphany
•January 8; Santo Niño January 154:30 pm
•January 28 - The Four Signs
Event with Allen Hunt
•February 28 - Suncoast Men’s
Conference

The Four Signs event to be held at St. Paul with guest

1.28.17

Get your tickets!
Www.StPaulChurch.com

speaker, Dr. Allen Hunt, from Dynamic Catholic. Mark
your calendars for Saturday, January 28, 2017 from 9 am
to 1 pm. Tickets available at the oﬃce or online at
www.dynamiccatholic.com

Ask It Basket:

“I have a breathing problem
so anytime incense is used I need to leave the
church. Is there any information on which
days the Church will be using incense?” I’m so sorry and
certainly understand your concern. For this reason, we
never use incense during the Sunday 7:30am Mass. Also,
the chapel and the family room are on separate air
systems. While there may be some exchange of air with
the chapel with the doors open, the family room is on a
completely diﬀerent system. It should be a “safe” place
for you to sit when incense is used. Beyond that,
incense is used for more solemn Masses, funerals, and
Benediction. Sometimes we also use incense so our
servers will learn how to use it. Unfortunately, we often
don’t know if incense will be used until the last minute
since it ultimately depends upon the presider and
servers for that particular liturgy. By the way, this is also
why we should all avoid wearing a lot of colognes or
perfumes. For people with allergies and respiratory
issues, it can be life threatening. (If you have a question
for
the
Ask
It
Basket,
please
contact
FrBill@StPaulChurch.com).
Lower your Income Taxes and
Support St. Paul Catholic Church!
Congress has brought back the
“charitable IRA rollover.” Each year
through the 31st of December, anyone
70½ or older can make a transfer tax-free from their
IRAs to eligible charities like St. Paul Catholic Church.
Any amounts distributed DIRECTLY to St Paul by your
IRA administrator will not be included in your taxable
income and will count towards this year’s required
minimum distribution. So for maximum tax savings,
you might want to look at this opportunity before
taking your 2016 required minimum distribution. But
remember: St Paul must receive your gift by December
31 2016, in order to qualify for the tax-free rollover.
Interested? Please email Michael Maloney at
MMaloney@StPaulChurch.com or call him at 813-9613023. If you are too young to take advantage of this
now, you can still name St. Paul as a beneficiary of your
IRA making use of your beneficiary designation form.
After your lifetime, these assets will pass completely
tax-free to St. Paul to ensure that our parish life and
ministries continue to grow and flourish.
Get your Christmas Gift today! Obtain a copy
of Dynamic Catholic, Resisting Happiness in
the narthex of the church. This is a gift from
your St. Paul Parish to you!

“When Joseph awoke, he did as the angel of the Lord had commanded him and took his wife into his home” (Mt 1:24).

Stewardship a Way of Life
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Coﬀee & Donuts

“Today I ask you in the name of
Christ and the Church,
never tire of being merciful.”
Pope Francis, The Church of Mercy

To date, $414,416 has been paid towards
our APA goal of $439,520. This brings us to 94.29% of our
parish goal. All of this comes from 790 families. Thank you!
As Pope Francis has courageously encouraged us, we should
“never tire of being merciful”. Through APA, we have the
opportunity to join with our brothers and sisters in Christ to
show mercy throughout our diocese. Our gifts can open
doors, providing faith formation for all ages, answering calls
to the priesthood, and oﬀering direct service and outreach to
some of our most vulnerable. Thank you to our parishioners
who have participated in APA this year, helping our diocesan
church extend Christ’s love and mercy. Your generosity is a
blessing to those we serve. If you have not yet made a gift to
the annual Pastoral Appeal, please consider doing so. If you
would like donations to be credited to 2016, they must be
received in the Pastoral Center prior to December 30, 2016.
All mail received at the diocesan oﬃce after December 30th
will be credited to the 2017 tax year regardless of the
postmarked date. Envelopes can be found in the Narthex or
you can go online to www.StPaulChurch.com. THANK YOU
FOR YOUR GENEROSITY!

Your Host this Week is

The Evangelization Team
Come meet the team that Helps
with one of our four parish priorities, Sharing our
Growth! Based on the smart goals of increasing the
number of Catholics returning to the faith, implementing
a new program to reach out to those looking for a
church, and implementing a program of evangelization
for parishioners. For more information contact Gaby
Fotopoulos at 961-3023;gfotopoulos@stpaulchurch.com
Please Note:
So that you and our ministry members can spend
precious time with your families,
there will be No Coﬀee and Donuts on
December 25th and January 1st
We will resume on January 8th.

Stewardship Reﬂection …
In today’s Gospel we hear of the coming of
Emmanuel, which means “God is with us.” We
celebrate three Advents: the birth of Christ, his
Second Coming, and his presence in the world
today. Our daily lives are attended by God’s
presence. Indeed, “God is with us.” The Good
News of Christ’s Incarnation is that we are the
sign, “sacrament,” of Christ’s presence in the
world.
People are supposed to see us, see how we love
one another, see how we treat the stranger
among us, give comfort to the poor and aﬄicted,
share the Good News with joy. They see how
good stewards are the light of Christ. And there
can be no possible response except to say:
“God is here!”

Sign up for Online giving!
It’s simple and convenient.
Go to: StPaulChurch.com
for more info on how to sign up.

Thank you for supporting
senior religious! A sister from
Indiana writes, “Because of your
kindness, our elderly sisters will
have the comfort, security, and joy
of living out their remaining years
here in their home. You truly
honor them and their many years
of service by your generosity.”
Religious across the United States oﬀer sincere thanks for your
generosity to last week’s collection for the Retirement Fund for
Religious.

Weekly Offertory
Sunday, December 4, 2016
Oﬀertory:
Online Giving:
Attendance:
Envelopes:

$ 26,765
$ 18,225
3,568
847

Thank you for your Generosity!

Page 12

Mass Intentions

Mass Intentions for the Week of December 18th
Saturday, December 17, 2016
5:30pm Michael Petresky +
7:30 pm Chester Bailey +
Sunday, December 18, 2016 – fourth Sunday of Advent
7:30 am Norma Farinola +
9:00 am Benjamin Sudano, Sr. +
10:45 am Ramona Arriaga +
12:30 pm Mike and Michael Hingson +
2:00 pm St. Paul Parishioners (int.)
5:30 pm Blanche Ygual +
7:30 pm Filipino Community of St. Paul (int.)
Monday, December 19, 2016
7:30 am Assunta Romano +
12:15 pm Elizabeth Mendez (int.)
Tuesday, December 20, 2016
7:30 am Luigi Romano +
12:15 pm Helene Laing +
Wednesday, December 21, 2016 - St. Peter Cenisius
7:30 am Jimmy Abraham +
12:15 pm Consecrated Life and Priestly Vocations (int.)
Thursday, December 22, 2016
7:30 am Chester Ziolkowski +
12:15 pm Ashley Zimmerman +
Friday, December 23, 2016 - St. John of Kanty
7:30 am Robert F. Shannon +
12:15 pm Sarah Cona +
Saturday, December 24, 2016 – Christmas‘ Eve
8:30 am Jonathan Fernandez +
4:00 pm Aniello Matera and Frances Meehan +
4:00 pm (FC) Joshua Gutierrez +
6:00 pm Manuel Rodriguez +
6:-00 pm (FC) Bob Silah +
8:00 pm Maurice Kissane +
12:00 am St. Paul Parishioners (int.)
Sunday, December 25, 2016 – Christmas Day
7:30 am Timothy Clark Glass +
9:00 am Frank Suszynski +
10:45 am Lucy Nguyen +
12:30 pm Jonathan, Delia, Elido Fernandez +
2:00 pm Yolanda Suarez +

Readings for the Week of December 18th
Sunday:
Is 7:10-14 / Rom 1:1-7 / Mt 1:18-24
Monday:
Jgs 13:2-7, 24-25a / Lk 1:5-25
Tuesday:
Is 7:10-14 / Lk 1:26-38
Wednesday: Sg 2:8-14 / Lk 1:39-45
Thursday:
1 Sm 1:24-28 / Lk 1:46-56
Friday:
Mal 3:1-4, 23-24 / Lk 1:57-66
Saturday:
2 Sm 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16 / Lk 1:67-79
Sunday:
Is 52:7-10 / Heb 1:1-6 / Jn 1:1-18

Deo

Gratias!

This has been an
AMAZING Advent from top to ﬁnish. Please
join me in thanking everyone who helped
with all our beautiful liturgies and programs.
May God bless you all! PS: If you traveling
for Christmas, please be sure to bring back a
bulletin! Thank you!
Faith in Action: “When Joseph
awoke, he did as the angel of
the Lord had commanded him
and took his wife into his
home” (Mt 1:24). Putting our complete
trust in the Lord without expecting
anything in return. Striving to put God
ﬁrst in all things and follow Him wherever
He may led us. As we prepare for the
birth of our Lord, pray for the strength
and courage to be a model of
discipleship, just as Joseph was.

Living Faith: In today’s
Gospel, Joseph dared to
listen to God whisper to
him in a dream. Do you? What do you
think is God’s dream for you? Share if you
dare!

“When Joseph awoke, he did as the angel of the Lord had commanded him and took his wife into his home” (Mt 1:24).

Outreach Ministries and Community Events
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St. Vincent De Paul
Pantry Hours Monday & Thursday 9 am -12 pm
Assistance Line: 813-264-3325

We are privileged to have helped many families with
Xmas food and gifts---we are privileged because the St.
Paul's parishioners see this action as what Christmas is
really all about.
NOW ALSO ON WEDNESDAYS
Legal Consultation Services Referral
service on Mondays and
Wednesdays by appointment.
Please call 264-3307.

Counseling Services
oﬀered by Dr. Pat
Berne. Please call to
make an appointment
813-961-3023

Spiritual Mothers Prayer Group meets
every Thursday after the 12:15 pm. Come
and pray for all of our Priests!

Will you Consider Adopting
a Family for Christmas?

"Jesus’ three questions to
Peter about love are followed
by three commands: feed my
lambs, feed my sheep. Let us
never forget that authentic
power is service, and that the
Pope too, when exercising
power, must enter ever more fully into that service which
has its radiant culmination on the Cross. He must be
inspired by the lowly, he must open his arms to protect
all of God’s people and embrace with tender aﬀection the
whole of humanity, especially the poorest, the weakest,
the least important, those whom Matthew lists in the
ﬁnal judgment on love: the hungry, the thirsty, the
stranger, the naked, the sick and those in prison (cf. Mt
25:31-46). Only those who serve with love are able to
protect!" -Pope Francis Inauguration Homily 3/19/13
SOS Human Traﬃcking Ministry

Would you like to make someone’s holiday special?
Provide a family with a holiday celebration
they would not have had without your support?
Show the real spirit of Christmas through giving?
You can anonymously adopt a family for the holidays!
We will provide detailed information on gift ideas and
sizes for Christmas! Distribution of the gifts will be on
Saturday, December 19th and we are asking for delivery of
all gifts one week prior. Please call Denise at 813-671-9010
for more information on how you can help a family have
a special Christmas.
Thank you again for your continual support to St. Vincent
de Paul, so we can help so many have a wonderful
Christmas, one they may have not had with your
generosity.

Dialogo Matrimonial
MDS en Español
Para mas informacion
escribir a
MatrimonialDialog-esp
@StPaulChurch.com

Adult Faith Formation Sessions with Fr. Bob
Mark your calendar with the following dates for the
upcoming Faith Formation Sessions January 3, January 17,
January 31, and February 7, 2017.
Please meet at the Church at 7 pm

will be holding its next meeting on
Thursday, January 12, 2017 at 7 pm
in the Parish Center Room C. For
more information or how to get
involved please email humantraﬃcking@stpaulchurch.com

St. Paul Active Retired Seniors—SPARS
Please note that our Wednesday, December 21st
meeting and our January 4, 2017 luncheons are
cancelled. We will start meeting up again on January
18,2017. Wishing all of you a very blessed Christmas

and a Blessed New Year!
Is your marriage in
trouble?
Have the
holidays added additional stress to your relationship? Are
you thinking of calling it quits? Sadly, the ﬁrst Monday of
the new year is known as “Divorce Day,” as there is
typically a 25% spike in divorce ﬁlings right after the
holidays. If this is you, consider another option. Instead
of splitting up, you can ﬁnd help and hope to restore your
marriage and the love you once had. Retrouvaille is a
program to help heal and support married couples
experiencing diﬃculties, couples broken, lonely and
hurting. It’s also for couples who have separated or
divorced and want to try again. Our next program begins
February 10-12, 2017.
For more information, visit
www.HelpOurMarriage.com, or call 813-906-7705. All
contacts and names held in strictest conﬁdence.

