
 

 

"Formed by Word and Sacrament, we, the people of St. Paul Catholic Church,  
are a Spirit-led, Eucharist-centered, vibrant multicultural Christian community of faith, living our love for 

God and neighbor while growing together as disciples of Christ." 

Solemnity of the Epiphany of the Lord                             Sunday, January 5, 2020 

 
 

WEEKEND MASSES 

 

Saturday Vigil Masses 
5:30pm   

Missa em Português: 7:30pm 
 

Sunday Masses 
7:30am, 9:00am, 10:45am,  

12:30pm, 5:30pm 
Misa en Español:  2:00pm  

 

WEEKDAY MASSES 

Monday through Friday 
7:30am and 12:15pm 

 

Saturday Masses 
8:30am Mass 

(Morning Prayer and  
Benediction 8:10am) 

 

First Friday Mass 7:30pm 
Third Friday Mass 7:30pm 

*Fourth Friday Mass 7:30pm  
*(en Español) 

 

Reconciliation (Confession) 
Monday to Friday 11:30am - Noon 
Saturdays at 10:00am and 4:00pm  

or upon request 
 

Eucharistic Adoration  
Monday to Thursday 

8:00am to 8:30pm 
Compline & Benediction  

 

Friday 8:00am to  
Saturday 8:30am Mass 

 

Morning Prayer 
Monday - Friday 7:10am 

Saturday 8:10am 

 

Anointing of the Sick 
Every Second Saturday  
of the Month at 8:30am 

 

Church Office Hours: 
Monday - Friday 8:00am to 4:00pm 

 

Website: 
www.stpaulchurch.com 

 

Contact us at: 
info@stpaulchurch.com 

 
 

St. Paul Catholic Church 
and Preschool 

 

www.stpaulchurch.com 

12708 North Dale Mabry Highway, Tampa, Florida  33618-2802     
Phone  (813) 961-3023  †  Fax  (813) 962-8780  
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ALPHA 
See page 3 

 

RCIA Program 
See page 4 



 

 

My Dear Friends, 

We begin the New Year with the Feast of the Epiphany.  Like the Magi of 
old, we are called to journey in faith in the dark of night across a vast and 
uncharted territory in order to worship and adore the Christ, the newborn 
King of the Jews.  And like the Magi, this experience changes us forever. 

While we may like to think of the journey of the Magi as “a walk in the park,” 
it must have been extremely difficult.  Although I have never ridden a camel, I 
can’t imagine how it could have been a comfortable trip.  Following a distant 
star, they left behind all they knew and loved and traveled for months on end 
through foreign lands.  St. Matthew recalls that they were “overjoyed” at 
seeing the star over Bethlehem, reflecting the fact that often they had to 
journey for long periods without seeing the star.  Still they pressed on, hoping 
against all hopes, they would eventually encounter the Prince of Peace. 

Our pilgrimage of faith is similar.  We, too, have been called by name, 
summoned to journey through a world which often feels very dark, cold, 
hostile, and even alien.  At times, our relationship with God is strong and 
vibrant.  At other times, we may feel very much alone as we struggle with the 
many challenges of life.  And yet we press on. 

It is then, in the most unlikely of places, we discover Emmanuel, God-with-
us.  He is present in the newborn child, the unwed mother, the homeless 
person, the sick, the elderly, the imprisoned, the stranger on the street.  Do we 
recognize Him?  What do we have to offer Him?   

My friends, God is indeed with us, here and now.  Like the Magi, we must 
leave our comfort zones if we are to discover Christ, ever present in the 
world.  How?  First, pray!  We can’t see His star, let alone hear His voice 
unless we are in a relationship with Him and this is possible only through 
prayer.  As we begin a new year, make a commitment, individually and as a 
family, to grow in faith by praying every day, mediating daily on the Sacred 
Scriptures, participating in Mass at least every weekend, and availing yourself 
monthly to the Sacrament of Reconciliation. 

Secondly, we must open our eyes and hearts to see Christ in one another.  St. 
Teresa of Calcutta reminds us that He is especially present in those in need.  I 
encourage everyone to be involved in at least two ministries in our parish, one 
which feeds you and the other which helps another.  Also, remember that 
charity begins at home.  We need to share God’s love by word and deed 
where we live, work, study, and play.  Sharing our talents and treasures is a 
beautiful way of adoring and glorifying the Lord.  This encounter with the 
Lord changes us just as it changed the Magi.    

Epiphany is so much more than a commemoration of a historical event.  It is a 
celebration of God’s love and presence in the world.  May God bless you and 
your loved ones!   

 

 

Fr. Bill Swengros 
Pastor 
 
P.S.  Don’t forget your daily Scripture readings!  
Let’s read the entire New Testament this year!  
Also, if you haven’t already done so, sign up for 
Alpha at www.StPaulChurch.com! 
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We’re here to serve you! 
 

Clergy 
Fr. Bill Swengros    Pastor 
Fr. Robert Romaine  Parochial Vicar 
Fr. Ambrose  
Kadambukatt, OCD Parochial Vicar  
Deacon Carlos Celaya  RCIA 
Deacon Ray Dever     Mental Health Support 
Deacon Frank Henriquez  Ministry to Homebound  
  and  Nursing Homes  
Deacon Rich &    
Colleen Spiro  Ignatian Spirituality  
 

Faith Formation 
Carmen Cayon Director 
Maria Costa                 RCIA, Marriage Prep, 
 Adult  Confirmation, 
 Quinceañeras 
Sonia Eberhardt         K-5 Faith Formation  
 Coordinator, 1st Holy 
 Communion Prep 
Maria Mendez Baptism and 
 FORMED® Coordinator   
Silvia Rivera               Religious Education 
 Assistant (Records) 
Andy Gotsch    High School Youth 
 Minister 
Theresa Adams          Middle School Youth
 Minister 
 

Preschool 
Abbie Johnson            Director 
Mindy Geer                Assistant Director 
 

Liturgy 
Mary Gant                   Music Director 
Elizabeth Hays           Liturgist, Bereavement 
 Minister 
 

Parish Support 
Brian Smith       Parish Manager  
Laurie Erickson Director of Ministries 
Louis Gobin Accountant 
Barbara Gray               Pastoral Administrative 
  Assistant (Scheduling)     
Sam Mathai                Maintenance 
Charles Yezak, Jr.        Director of 
 Communications  

 

www.stpaulchurch.com 
 

www.facebook.com/stpaultpa 
 

info@stpaulchurch.com 
 

 

Our Vision Statement:  
“Growing Together as Disciples 

of Christ.” 

http://www.StPaulChurch.com
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“Then they opened their treasures and offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh” (Mt 2:11).   

We are excited for the start of 

ALPHA in January 2020!  ALPHA 

introduces the basics of the 

Christian faith through a series 

of 11 talks and discussions.  

ALPHA is an opportunity to 

explore the meaning of life in a 

small group setting.  
 

Would you like to learn more about the upcoming 

ALPHA program?  Do you have questions regarding 

what ALPHA is all about?  Are you curious on how this 

11-week event will be a benefit to you, your family 

and friends?   
 

If you would like to learn more about ALPHA, please 

attend one of the two remaining  “Come and See“ 

INFORMATIONAL SESSIONS (in English) below: 
 

Thursday, January 9, 2020 

1:00pm & 7:00pm, Family Center 2 & 3 

 
 

Our parish is offering ALPHA in the English, Spanish 

and Portuguese languages We are also featuring a 

weekly session for teenagers during the normal Youth 

Group Meeting time on Sundays.  Our schedule, for 

all ALPHA sessions, is listed below: 
 

English  

Thursdays from 1:00pm to 3:00pm  

Begins 1/23/20  ends 4/2/2020 
 

Thursdays from 7:00pm to 9:00pm  

Begins 1/23/20  and ends 4/2/2020 
 

Portuguese 

Saturdays from 5:00pm to 7:00pm 

Begins 1/25/2020 and ends 4/4/2020 
 

Spanish 

Sundays from 3:30pm to 5:30pm 

Begins 1/26/2020 and ends 4/5/2020 
 

Teens 

Sundays from 6:30pm to 8:30pm 

(Not consecutive Sundays; Meets on 1/23, 2/2,  

2/9, 2/16, 2/23, 3/8, 3/22, 3/29 and 4/5/2020) 
 

*Note:  Holy Spirit Retreat for above groups is on 

Saturday, 3/7/2020 from 9:00am to 5:00pm 
 

 

To register for ALPHA today, please visit: 

www.stpaulchurch.com 
 

For questions regarding ALPHA, please write to:  

alpha@stpaulchurch.com 

 

 
 

‘ 
Novena and Masses 

in honor of the 
Holy Child,  
Santo Niño 

Friday, January 10 - 
Saturday, January 18  

7:00pm Novena 
7:30 Mass 

 
 

Santo Niño Feast 
Day Celebration  
Sunday, January 19 

Mass at 4:30pm 
Sinulog and Reception 

in Family Center     
after Mass 

We  cordially invite you and your 
family to join us in celebrating the 
special Novena Prayer and Mass in 

honor of “Our Lady of Good Health” 
to held at St. Paul Catholic Church 

on Friday, January 17th at 7:00pm. 
*Novena will be celebrated every third 

Friday of each month. 

 

SUNDAY 
 

JANUARY 12 
 

6:30pm 
 

FAMILY 
CENTER 
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Pope Francis recently endorsed a first-of-a-kind evangelical initiative from 
missionary leaders from over 34 countries which convened at the 
Museum of the Bible recently.  This upcoming new year has been 
deemed: A.D. 2020 Global Year of the Bible.  The year will also serve to 
commemorate two important anniversaries of Scripture’s role in the 
Church: (1) 2020 will mark the tenth anniversary of Pope Benedict XVI’s 
Apostolic Exhortation Verbum Domini; (2) 2020 is also the 1,600 year 
anniversary of St. Jerome’s death, whose Latin Vulgate translation of the 
Bible would go on to serve the Western Church up until the last century. 
 
At St. Paul Catholic Church, we are encouraging parishioners to read the New Testament in 2020.  Copies of the New 
Testament Daily Reading Schedule are available in the Church Narthex and may also be found on the on our webpage 
at:  www.stpaulchurch.com. 

Are you curious about the 
Catholic faith or have you 

ever thought about becoming 
a Catholic? 

 

The Rite of  Christian Initiation for Adults 
(RCIA) program is just for you! 

 

Adults from all faith traditions, or no religious 
background at all, are welcome to participate in our 
informal meetings to learn more about the Catholic 
Faith.  Join our next initial inquiry session on:  

 

Wednesday, January 22 
7:30pm in the Parish Center 

(Offered in English and Spanish) 
 

Subsequent sessions to follow on: 
February 12, March 25, April 15, May 27,  

June 17 and July 15 
 

Contact Maria Costa at mcosta@stpaulchurch.com 

MARRIED 5 YEARS OR LESS?  
THEN JOIN US FOR A SPECIAL... 

VALENTINE’S DANCE  
ON FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 21st  AT 7:00 P.M. 

IN THE FAMILY CENTER 
 

PLESE RSVP TO MARIA COSTA AT 
MCOSTA@STPAULCHURCH.COM OR  

CALL (813) 961-3023 

Rev. Dr. Martin 

Luther King, Jr. 

PRAYER SERVICE 

Monday, January 20  

7:00pm 

Santo Nino Shrine 
 

Sponsored by the St. Paul 
Knights of Columbus 

Council 11211 

DAY OF PRAYER FOR THE LEGAL 
PROTECTION OF CHILDREN  

ADORATION WITH FR. BOB ROMAINE 
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 22   ▪   7:00PM - 9:00PM  

ST. PAUL CHAPEL 

https://www.bibleyear2020.com/


 

 

 
Monday - Thursday 
8:00am - 8:30pm 

 
Friday 8:00am -  

Saturday 8:30am 
Mass 
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“Then they opened their treasures and offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh” (Mt 2:11).   

https://stpaulcenter.com/product/tampa/  

Please keep all servicemen and women in your prayers, 
especially those from our church family: 

 
 

Dylan Anthony Agnes, PVT, US Army  
Timothy O’Loughlin, LTJG, USCG 

Hans C. Arcand, CPT, USAF 
Martin O. Reina, USCG  

Patrick Rose, CPT PA, US Army  
Nicholas Ringo III, US Navy  

Mathew M Colon, SGT, US Army 
Michael Dunkelberger, MSGT, USAF 
Christopher A. Garcia, LT, U.S. Navy 

Richard Majette, MJR, USMC 
Katrina Monti, MJR, PA US Army 
Richard Sison Jr, 2nd LT, USAF 
Matthew Mooney, CPT, USAF 
Curtis Gardner, SGT, USAF  

Adriana Trigg, USAF 
Juan Carlos Ayon, SGT, US Army  

Anthony Mazzie, US Army  
Luis Luccani, PO, US Navy  

Austin Jacob Ferlita, PVT2s, US Army 

Josh C. Seal, PO, U.S. Navy  
Corinna Fleischmann, CDR, USCG    

Morganne Oyler, U.S. Navy  
Sean C. Andino, LTJG, U.S. Navy  
Thomas Krasnicki, LT, U.S. Navy  

Brett Smith, USMC 
Dominick J. Agnes III, SGT, USMC  

 Brian J. Babin, SS, USMC 
Spencer M. Brown, PVT, U.S. Army 

John Erickson, CPL, U.S. Army  
Jacob Torrens, PVT, U.S. Army  

Cody Rigney, LT, U.S. Navy 
Adam Tapia, LT, U.S. Army  

Jason Mitchell, WO4, U.S. Army  
Alexander Maldonado, Captain, USAF 

Jared Leto, CPL,USMC  
Randall S. Sparks, LT. CMDR, U.S. Navy  

Leticia Daubar, E3, U. S. Navy 

Alert! Several of our 

parishioners and their loved 

ones have recently been picked 

up by ICE, separating them from family members who are 

U.S. citizens.  Know your rights and make a plan.  This is 

especially important if there are children or vulnerable adults 

that you care for.  In the event you are detained, please be 

sure you have designated people to care for them who have 

the appropriate legal documents such as durable power of 

attorney and medical releases.  If you haven’t already spoken 

to immigration attorneys, do so!  See if there is anything 

more you can do to legalize your situation.  We do have 

attorneys in our parish as well as through Catholic Charities 

that want to help.  For additional information, consult our 

parish website and the internet in general.  We care. 

A new, fully illustrated 48-
page book about the Florida 
missions, “The Martyrs of 

Florida” is now available for 
purchase in the Parish Office.  
The book is available in both 

the English and Spanish 
languages.  Cost is only 

$15.00. Only 100 copies are 
available…. get yours today! 

Join the St. Paul Catholic Church 
Facebook page today! 

 

www.facebook.com/stpaultpa 

The Marriage Jubilee Mass of Thanksgiving with Bishop 
Gregory Parkes will take place at the Cathedral of St. Jude the 
Apostle on Sunday, February 23, 2020 at 3:00pm.  This event 
honors couples throughout the diocese who will celebrate 25, 50 or 
more years of marriage during the 2020 calendar year.   Please 
RSVP to the Parish Office by Tuesday February 4th. 

https://stpaulcenter.com/product/tampa/
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  St. Paul Faith Formation     
We are rooted in Faith and growing in grace 

God reaches out to us in all kinds of ways. The desire in your 
heart to baptize your child is one of them. The promises you 
make for your child on this day will begin to form your child 
into a faithful follower of Christ. However, the day of baptism 
is only the beginning of this journey. Baptism is indeed a life 
changing event! 
 

The Sacrament of Baptism at St. Paul Catholic Church takes 
place on the first three Saturdays of every month in English and 
the fourth Saturday of every month in Spanish.   If your child 
needs to be baptized please contact our Baptism Coordinator, 
Maria Mendez, at (813) 961-3023 or via email at: 
mmendez@stpaulchurch.com. Parents and Godparents will 
be asked to attend a baptismal preparation class. 

Baptism 

Interested in receiving text messages regarding 
upcoming Youth Group activities and events?   

If YES, please text: 
 

@9bf4c7 to 81010   

St. Paul Tampa Youth Group Instagram Account: 

stpaultampayg 

 

Sunday Nights from 6:30pm - 8:30pm 
in the Family Center 

A night of faith, fellowship, community and fun  
for all high school students! 

 

January 12:  Youth Group Kickoff (EXTREME Bingo) 
January 26:  Youth Group and Parent ALPHA begins   

IMMEDIATE OPENING:  RCIA 
CHILDREN’S MINISTRY CATECHIST 

  

Our RCIA children’s ministry is looking for a catechist/
mentor (at least 18 years old), who is an active Catholic and 
can spiritually walk with young families who are preparing 
their children to receive the sacraments of baptism, 
confirmation and holy communion. The group meets on 
Sundays from 4:00pm to 5:15pm. The current catechists will 
be moving to another town in January; therefore, this 
position needs to be filled immediately.  
 

Is God calling you to assist and be a friend to these 
wonderful families who have already started their journey of 
faith?  Please call (813) 961-3023 and ask to speak with 
Carmen Cayon or Maria Costa, in the Faith Formation 
Office,  for more information. 

 
 

 
 
 

 

We invite all children 
(grades K-12th grade) in our 
Faith Formation program 
and beyond to submit art 
in order to help us as a 
parish celebrate the Feast 
of Santo Niño (Feast of 
Most Holy Child, Jesus) on 
Sunday, January 19, 2020. 
Here are the details: 
 

• Create an image/depiction of the Santo Niño using an 
8 ½” by 11” sheet of paper. 

• Use any medium: crayons, markers, pencils, chalk, 
pastels, watercolor, etc. 

• Write your name, phone number and any other 
contact information on the back of the artwork. 

• Submit to the Parish Office or Faith Formation Office 
no later than Wednesday, January 15, 2020. 
 

The winning entries will be announced during the 
"Sinulog Festival" on January 19, 2020 and will be 
awarded by the Filipino Ministry with following: First 
Place - $100; Second - $50; Third - $25.00 and each one 
will also receive a small statue of the Santo Nino.  Please 
call the Faith Formation Office for more details! 



 

 

“Then they opened their treasures and offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh” (Mt 2:11).   

ST. PAUL 
NURSERY 

 

The St. Paul Children’s Nursery is open weekly on 

Saturday nights for the 5:30pm Vigil Mass and Sunday 

mornings for the 9:00am and 10:45am Masses.  If you 

would like to utilize the Nursery for a ministry event, we 

invite the ministry leader to please contact Maria 

Mendez at (813) 961-3023.   

RECENT BAPTISMS 
Congratulations! We rejoice with you 
and your family in welcoming your 
child into the Body of Christ through 
the waters of Baptism during the 
months of late October and November. 
Please pray for our 22 newly baptized 
members of the St. Paul Parish Family: 
 
Kamilah Isabel Morales, Benjamin Luke Suarez, Arianna 
Lucia Mendoza, Axel Enrique Lopez Jolon, Xavier 
Fernando Bolanos, Madeleine Jaina Seddon, Orel Montagne 
Spenser, Joao Pedro Fukashi, Marchetto Tashiba, Collin 
Salvatore LoGuidice, Edward Alexander Rodriguez, James 
Angeles Martinez, Nathalie Montesino Rodriguez, Ashley 
Montesino Rodriguez, Antonella Perez, Mateo Andres 
Garcia Robles, Leo Takashi Elkins, Noa Marie Elkins, Alina 
Stevie Elkins, Naomi Massiel Rivero and Marcelo Alessadro 
Suarez La Cruz.     

 

 

Attention Faith Formation Families! 
You are invited to join us during your child's Faith 

Formation class for Breaking Open the Word.  This is 

a casual gathering, in the Family Center (Section 3), 

where we reflect on the Sunday Gospel, share our faith 

and enjoy fellowship with other parents. Refreshments 
will be provided.  Our dates and times are as follows: 
 

Sunday, January 26:  10:15am - 11:30am 

Monday, January 27 :  4:15pm - 5:30pm 

Monday, January 27:  6:00pm - 7:15pm 

Tuesday, January 28:  6:00pm - 7:15pm 

Faith Formation & St. Paul Catholic Preschool Page 7 

Office: 813-264-3314 ▪ Email: director@stpaulchurch.com 

         License # C HC 110273 

Excellence in Catholic preschool education for over 35 years 

2020-2021 REGISTRATION 
 

    In-House Applications:    January 30 
    Parishioner Applications:  February 4 
    Open Applications:       February 6 

 
CLASSES OFFERED (Half-Day Program) 

 

EXTENDED DAY PROGRAM  
available until 3:00pm, Monday - Friday 

Preschool Open House for 2020-2021 
Tuesday, January 28 

9:00am - 11:00am 
Wednesday, January 29 

9:00am - 11:00am and at 5:30pm 

 

St. Paul Catholic Preschool’s  
Annual Spaghetti Dinner & Silent Auction 

Friday, January 31 
6:00pm -9:00pm in the Family Center 

2 YEAR OLDS  

(MWF or T/TH) 

8:15am - 11:30am 

 

3 YEAR OLDS  

(M-F or MWF) 

8:15am -  11:30am 

3 YEAR OLDS  

(T/TH) 

8:15am - 1:00pm 

 

4 YEAR OLDS 

(M-F) 

8:15am - 12:00pm 
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Pope Francis: “The angels and the guiding star are a sign 
that we too are called to set out for the 
cave and to worship the Lord. “Let us go 
over to Bethlehem and see this thing that 
has happened, which the Lord has made 
known to us” (Lk 2:15). So the shepherds 

tell one another after the proclamation of the angels. A 
beautiful lesson emerges from these simple words. Unlike so 
many other people, busy about many things, the shepherds 
become the first to see the most essential thing of all: the gift 
of salvation. It is the humble and the poor who greet the 
event of the Incarnation. The shepherds respond to God who 
comes to meet us in the Infant Jesus by setting out to meet 
him with love, gratitude and awe. Thanks to Jesus, this 
encounter between God and his children gives birth to our 
religion and accounts for its unique beauty, so wonderfully 
evident in the nativity scene.” (Pope Francis, Apostolic Letter 
Admirabile signum, 1 December 2019, n. 5).  [Note:  Please visit 
our website at www.stpaulchurch.com for full document]. 

Sunday  Solemnity of the Epiphany of the Lord 
 Is 60:1-6; Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 10-11, 12-13;  
 Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6; Mt 2:1-12 
Monday 1 Jn 3:22—4:6; Ps 2:7bc-8, 10-12a; Mt 4:12-17, 23-25 
Tuesday 1 Jn 4:7-10; Ps 72:1-2, 3-4, 7-8; Mk 6:34-44 
Wednesday 1 Jn 4:11-18; Ps 72:1-2, 10, 12-13; Mk 6:45-52 
Thursday 1 Jn 4:19—5:4; Ps 72:1-2, 14 and 15bc, 17;  
 Lk 4:14-22 
Friday 1 Jn 5:5-13; Ps 147:12-13, 14-15, 19-20; Lk 5:12-16 
Saturday 1 Jn 5:14-21; Ps 149:1-2, 3-4, 5-6a and 9b;  
 Jn 3:22-30 
Sunday The Feast of the Baptism of the Lord 
 Is 42:1-4, 6-7; Ps 29:1-2, 3-4, 9-10; Acts 10:34-38; 
 Mt 3:13-17 

Saturday, January 4, 2020 

Memorial of Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton, Religious 
8:30am    Enrique Estefan † 
5:30pm    Ted and Michael Linn †  
7:30pm    St. Paul Parishioners (int.) 
 

Sunday, January 5, 2020 

Solemnity of the Epiphany of the Lord 
7:30am    Mary Therese Waddick † 
9:00am     Jose Rodriguez † 
10:45am     Joe Tamborello (int.) 
12:30pm     Michael and Mike Hingson † 
2:00pm    Maria del Socorro Llanos † 
5:30pm    Joseph Leach, Jr. † 
 

Monday, January 6, 2020 

Saint André Bessette, Religious 
7:30am     Robert Haley †   
12:15pm   Isabel Perez † 
 

Tuesday, January 7, 2020 

Saint Raymond of Penyafort, Priest 
7:30am    Marty Shanahan †   
12:15pm    Catherine Orihuela Blanco † 
  

Wednesday, January 8, 2020 
7:30am    Consecrated Life and Priestly Vocations (int.) 
12:30pm   Susanna Donaire (int.)  
 

Thursday, January 9, 2020 
7:30am    Irving Ortega-Diaz †  
12:15pm   Julie Molten (int.) 
 

Friday, January 10, 2020 
7:30am    Mercedes Perez † 
12:15pm   Gonzala Torres (int.) 
7:30pm    Dorothy Ceccotti † 
 

Saturday, January 11, 2020 
8:30am    Benito Antunano † 
5:30pm    Mary Waddick † 
7:30pm CH  Santo Niño Devotees (int.) 
7:30pm PC  Jaroslaw P. Miernik † 
 

Sunday, January 12, 2020 

The Feast of the Baptism of the Lord 
7:30am    St. Paul Parishioners (int.) 
9:00am     Zofia Niekrasz † 
10:45am     Iriving Ortega-Diaz † 
12:30pm     Michael and Mike Hingson † 
2:00pm    Eulises Padilla † 
5:30pm    Elizabeth Marshall † 
7:30pm    Santo Niño Devotees (int.) 
 
KEY:  CH = Main Church  PC = Parish Center 

We pray for the repose of the souls of those 
recently departed: Pauline Hammond, Dr. Sam 
Ferreri, John Parker, Mary Kay Phelps, Robert 
Michael Mulroy, Dennis Walker, Kimtan Nguyen, 
Victor Meza-Mercado, Eric Christopher Reheiser, 

Eugene Fernandez, Jose Rodriguez and Natalie Jean Carroll. 
 
 

Please remember in your prayers those with various 
health needs: Patricia Smith, Jaime Zambrano, Mary 
Garcia, Allan Garcia, Frank Loscalzo, Doreen Miller, Leelah 
Sharma, Anne Marie Q. and Nancy H. Cramer. 

Epiphany Home Blessing:  Lord God of heaven and earth, 
you revealed your only begotten Son to every nation by the 
guidance of a star. Bless this house and all who inhabit it. May 
we be blessed with health, goodness of heart, gentleness and 
the keeping of your law. Fill us with the light of Christ, that 
our love for each other may go out to all. We ask this through 
Christ our Lord. Amen.  (You can bless your home with Holy 
Water from the Church!) 
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“Then they opened their treasures and offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh” (Mt 2:11).   

Looking Ahead! January 10-18: Santo 
Niño Novena; January 10:  4:30pm Santo 
Niño Festival Mass.  There is no 5:30pm 
Mass this day!   January 20:  Martin Luther 
King Day - 7:00pm Prayer Service in Santo 
Niño Shrine; January 22:  7:00pm Prayer 

Service for Protection of Human Life; January 23:  1:00pm 
and 7:00pm Alpha in English; January 25:  5:00pm Alpha in 
Portuguese; January 26:  3:00pm Alpha in Spanish; January 
26:  6:30pm - Alpha for Teens; January 26 - February 1:  
Catholic Schools Week; January 31: Preschool Annual 
Spaghetti Dinner, 6:00pm - 9:0pm at Family Center. 

Christ Heal Us!  On the second Saturday of every month 
during the 8:30 morning Mass, we will offer 
the Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick.  This 
beautiful Sacrament is for those who are 
advanced in age as well as those who suffer 
from a serious (grave) illness. It is 
recommended for all those who are scheduled 

to be admitted to a hospital for surgery later this month to 
be anointed.  This Sacrament can be received as often as 
needed.  Come and experience the healing touch of the 
Divine Physician!  

Saints of God: On Monday we celebrate the feast of St. 
André Bessette of Montreal.  Born in 1845, 
André was the eighth of twelve children born of 
a French Canadian couple.  At the age of 12, 
both his parents died and he was adopted as a 
farmhand.  He later tried his hand as shoemaker, 
baker, blacksmith, and even a factory worker in 
the US during the Civil War.  At 25, he tried to 

join the Congregation of the Holy Cross.  After the 
intervention of a bishop, he was admitted into the order 
despite his poor health.  He was given the job as doorkeeper at 
Notre Dame College in Montreal ... a ministry he retained until 
his death in 1937.  A million people came to pay their respects 
to this much beloved Saint.  St. André is known for his great 
devotion to St. Joseph and for a wondrous gift of healing.  
The “miracle worker” of Montreal is responsible for the 
creation of St. Joseph Oratory, the largest shrine dedicated to 
St. Joseph in the world.  He was canonized in 2010 by Pope 
Benedict XVI.  St. Joseph, foster father of Jesus and husband 
of Mary, pray for us! 

Words of Wisdom: “The grace which was revealed in our 
world is Jesus ... He has entered our history; he has shared our 
journey.  He came to free us from darkness and to grant us 
light.  In Him was revealed the grace, the mercy, and the 
tender love of the Father.”  

                       – Pope Benedict XVI 

Ask It Basket: ! “What’s the story with the 
Pan-Amazon Synod?  I’ve heard too much!” 
Good question.  I’ll try to break it down.  First, 
there is so much fake news out there, even from 

what were traditionally good sources of news.  Read 
vatican.va for the real stuff.  Synod literally means “walking 
together.”  A synod is a gathering of the church, bishops, 
priests, religious and laity, to help the bishop, in this case the 
Pope, to discern, under the guidance and inspiration of the 
Holy Spirit, the future of the Church.  Its deliberations are 
solely advisory until the bishop (or Pope) makes them his 
own.  The Synod's initial working document (Instrumentum 
laboris) is usually created by the Holy See or the Diocesan 
Chancery after extensive listening sessions.  In this case, the 
document was more “raw” in the sense that it reflected the 
views of over 87,000 people who participated in listening 
sessions as well as numerous groups, experts, and civil 
organizations, with few filters.  Some of the suggestions were 
brilliant, others creative, and some were fanciful.  The Synod 
leaders then gathered in Rome.  Each day consisted of prayer 
and interventions (talks).  In addition, participants divided 
into working groups which discussed and deliberated on the 
various facets of the document and then reported to the larger 
body.  The goal was “listening to the discern the voice of the 
Spirit who leads the church to new paths of presence, 
evangelization, and intercultural dialogue in the Amazon.”  I’ll 
continue my report on the nature of their discussions, 
recommendations, and response of the Holy Father in future 
bulletins.  (If you have a question for the Ask It Basket, please 
send an email to Father Bill Swengros at 
frbill@stpaulchurch.com).  

Mass Appeal: Like most things in life, we only get out of 
Mass what we put into it.  The Fathers of 
the Second Vatican Council called us to 
full, conscious, and active participation in 
the Holy Mass.  It is simply not enough to 
“attend” Mass.  We are called to celebrate 
each Mass as if it were our first Mass, as if it 

was our last Mass, as if it was our only Mass.  We are not 
spectators, but active participants, called to enter a profound 
dialogue with the Lord – listening attentively as he speaks his 
Sacred Word – opening our hearts as he nourishes us with his 
Precious Body and Blood.   
 

I suggest reading the next Sunday readings on Sunday night 
before going to bed.  Revisit them throughout the week.  
Prayerfully reflect on what God is sharing with you so that 
when you come to Mass, the readings will come alive like 
never before.  Pray for the grace to participate fully and 
actively in the celebration of the Holy Eucharist.  Before each 
Liturgy, offer this prayer:  
 

Take, Lord, and receive all my liberty, my memory, my 
understanding, and my entire will.  All I have and call my own. 
Whatever I have or hold, you have given to me.  I restore it all to 
you and surrender it wholly to be governed under your will.  Give 
me only your love and grace and I am rich enough and ask for 
nothing more. 

 

                                                                     — St. Ignatius 
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SOS Human Trafficking Ministry.   The SOS 
Human Trafficking Ministry will meet on 
Monday, January 13, at 7:00pm in the St. 
Michael Building.  Everyone is welcome! 

DAVE RAMSEY’S  
FINANCIAL PEACE  

UNIVERSITY WORKSHOPS 

Starting January 21, 2020 
Tuesday Evening Sessions 

7:30pm to 9:00pm 
Family Center - Section 2 

Fee:  $99 
 

The St. Paul Financial Peace University Workshops 
will be held weekly on Tuesday nights from January 
21 - March 17, 2020.  The $99 registration fee 
includes a workbook and one year membership to 
FPU Online,.  To register, please call Maria Costa at 
(813) 961-3023 or navigate to the online link at:  
https://fpu.com/1098620   

The Music Ministry enriches 
the spiritual environment 
through music and song at 
l i t u r g i e s  a n d  s p ec i a l 
events.  Our groups include 

the Adult Choir, Children's Choir, Middle School Choir, Life 
Teen Choir, 12:30pm Mass Choir, Daily Mass Music Ministry, 
Spanish Choir, Portuguese Choir, and the Handbell 
Ensemble.  To be a member of a choir, you must be able to 
match pitch and commit to the majority of rehearsals and 
liturgies.  Members of the Handbell Ensemble must be able to 
read music.  Cantors must have the ability to learn music on 
their own, and attend additional training/workshops as 
necessary. Instrumentalists are welcome, and must 
demonstrate a proficiency in their instrument. Contact Mary 
Gant at mgant@stpaulchurch.com  to learn more. 

/// /// ///   JAMAICA MISSION   /// /// /// 

DONATIONS NEEDED! 

 

On February 3rd, 2020, a group of 25 volunteers, from our 
parish, will be traveling to Kingston, Jamaica, on a mission 
to serve the poorest of the poor alongside the Missionaries 
of the Poor. 
 

The Missionaries of the Poor have asked us to bring the 
following items: 

• Women’s Underwear (S, M, L) 
• Men’s Briefs (S, M, L) 
• Men’s White T-Shirts (S, M, L) 
• Long Pants (Khaki) (sizes - 30, 32, 34, 36, 38) 
• Colored T-Shirts & Shorts 
• Toiletries (soap, toothpaste, deodorant, lotion, 

shampoo, baby oil & powder, razors) 
 

Our ministry will be collecting these items after all Masses 
on January 25 and 26, 2020.  Please bring your donations to 
Mass during this weekend.  Thank you very much for your 
help.  May God continue to bless you and your families! 

 

For more information, please contact 
jamaicamission@stpaulchurch.com 

THANK YOU FROM THE CCW! 
The Council of Catholic Women would like to thank you for 
your support of our “Giving Tree”.   Many adults and children 
were able to have a happier Christmas because of your 
generosity.  It does not go unnoticed.  Thank you also for 
supporting our annual Christmas Cookie Sale!  Because of you, 
we are able to donate a record breaking total to SVDP!  

May God bless you all in the coming year!  We appreciate you! 
                                               

                                              — Connie Ash, President, CCW 
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“Then they opened their treasures and offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh” (Mt 2:11).   

SUPPORT GROUP 
Wed., January 8 at 7:30pm                                    

Parish Center - Room E 
Guest Speaker, Milt Bedingfield (CDE, 
Exercise Physiologist) will lead the group.  
He is one of the best diabetes educators in 
Tampa.  His book will be given away at 
this meeting. 
 

diabetes@stpaulchurch.com 

Legal Consultation and Referral Service  
Every Monday by appointment only 

  Please call (813) 961-3023 

Divorced and Separated Support Group 
This ministry provides caring support for both women and 
men experiencing separation or divorce.  The group meets 
every Friday night at 7:30pm in the St. Paul Parish Center, 
Room C.  No charges or fees.  All are welcome!  For more 
information, please call Don Hemke at (813) 205-1735. 

Counseling Services 
Offered by Dr. Pat Berne 

Please call (813) 961-3023 to make an appointment 

AA Meetings:  Do you feel your life is out of control?  Is 
Alcohol ruining your life?  Help is here!  Our parish is blessed 
to host weekly Alcoholics Anonymous meetings every 
Wednesday at 8:15pm in the St Michael Building.  For 
more information, call (813) 933-9123.  May God bless you! 

Home Makers of Hope Ministry 
has a representative at the Parish 
Center to accept donations on 
Fridays from 10:00am to 12:00pm.  
We continue to accept new or 
slightly used items.  We are in 

need of towels, bath mats, shower curtains, bedsheets and 
comforters (please label size) as well as pots, pans and 
flatware.  For additional questions, please send email to:  
home-makers-of-hope@stpaulchurch.com 

St. Paul Council of  Catholic Women 
The next meeting for the Council of Catholic 
Women (CCW) will take place Thursday, 
January 9, 2020 at 7:00pm in the Family Center, 
Section 1.  We are welcoming the new year with 
a pot luck dinner. Please bring a favorite dish or 
dessert to share. Registration for membership will 
continue.  For more information, please send an email to 
ccw@stpaulchurch.com. 

St. Vincent de Paul Society 
Pantry Hours 

Monday & Thursday 9:00am - 12:00pm    
Assistance Line: (813) 264-3325  

 

As we go into the new year, we think about the many families 
who will come to us.  Your monetary and food donations will 
allow us to help those in need. 
 

If you would like to help, food donations to the St. Vincent 
de Paul Food Pantry can be left in the marked baskets in the 
church Narthex.  Monetary donations can be dropped in the 
Poor Box, located in the Narthex. Please make sure to specify 
SVDP in the memo line for check donations or you may use 
an offertory envelope for cash donations and label it SVDP.   
       

Thank you for your generosity! ~ SVDP Society 
 

Pantry Wish List This Week: 
Pasta, Pasta Sauce and Canned Fruit 

 

 

*Please note we are unable to use expired items* 

Spiritual Direction Available! 
Spiritual direction is a charism, a gift for both the 
director and the directee. The real spiritual director 
is the Holy Spirit. Listening is the essence of spiritual 
direction. Our spiritual director listens to the Holy 
Spirit within us and assists us in discerning where 
God is leading us.  Colleen Spiro, a parishioner of St. 
Paul Catholic Church, is a certified spiritual director. 
To make an appointment, send an email to:  
 

  
December 19*  Professional Portfolio Development 
 (*Last Meeting for 2019; )  

 

 

IN-BETWEEN JOBS SUPPORT GROUPS RESUMES 
ON THURSDAY, JANUARY 9, 2020 

WEEKLY MEETINGS ARE HELD ON  THURSDAYS, 
8:30AM - 11:30AM IN THE ST. MICHAEL BUILDING 

 
 
 

The Respect Life Ministry meets the fourth Tuesday 
of each month.   Join us in the new year!  Our next 

meeting is on Tuesday, January 22, 2020, at 7:30pm in 
the Parish Center.  New members are always welcome!   

For more information contact Carol Breland at: 
respectlife@stpaulchurch.com or see our webpage at 

stpaulchurch.com under Ministries of Mercy.     

mailto:respectlife@stpaulchurch.com


 

 

COFFEE & DONUTS 
Resumes Today! 

Please be sure to stop by the Family 
Center after all Sunday Morning Masses 

for coffee, donuts and fellowship! 
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St. Paul Catholic Church offers a free subscription, 
for our parishioners, to FORMED.org! 

 
 

1. Visit www.FORMED.org 
2. Click “Sign Up” 
3. Select “I belong to a Parish or Organization” 
4. Enter code P33JN2 
5. Enter your email address 

 

Pray the 
Rosary 
in Latin 

Sunday  
Mornings 
10:15am 

Prayer Room 

Tired of Writing Checks? Our parish offers an Automatic 
Offering Plan.  You can choose to have money 
automatically withdrawn from your savings, 
checking or credit card account on a monthly or 
semi-monthly basis.  There is no charge for this 

service, and it can be stopped at any time with only a week’s 
notice.  No more envelopes, no more writing checks, no 
more having to remember to bring your cash!  For more 
information, please contact Brian Smith at the Parish Office 
(813-961-3023; bsmith@stpaulchurch.com). 

COURTYARD MEMORIAL PAVERS 

Are you looking for something special 
to remember a loved one or to 

memorialize and important life event?  
 

You can now remember a loved one (living or 
deceased) or memorialize an important life event 
through the Courtyard Memorial Pavers.  Each paver 
is engraved with your special inscription.  We are so 
fortunate to have such a beautiful courtyard on our 
campus.  Moreover, you have the opportunity to pick 
an area that is special to you!  Pavers are $250 each.  
Each paver is 6” x 9” and may be personalized with 
three lines of inscription.  What a beautiful gift this 
would make for you and/or your loved ones! 
 

For more information, please contact Brian Smith, 
Parish Manager, at bsmith@stpaulchurch.com or 
call (813) 961-3023.  

Leave a LEGACY… By including St. Paul Catholic 
Church in your will is most appreciated.  There can be 
many advantages to leaving a gift in this way.  Naming our 
parish as an entity in your will, trust, or as a beneficiary on 
a life insurance policy is a way for any parishioner to bless 
future generations through a legacy gift and support the 
ministry of the church.  For additional information please 
call our Parish Manager, Brian Smith, at (813) 961-3023 or 
send an e-mail to: bsmith@stpaulchurch.com. 

Sign up for Online Giving!   
It’s simple and convenient.   

Go to stpaulchurch.com, and click on the Online Giving 
link for more info on how to sign up.   Please remember us! All estates and trusts left to the 

parish should specify, to “Gregory L. Parkes, 
Bishop of the Diocese of Saint Petersburg, or his 
successors in office, a Corporation Sole, for the 
benefit of Saint Paul Parish.”  If you need help 

completing this document, one of our parishioners (who is a 
lawyer) has offered to help free of charge.  Please contact 
Brian Smith (bsmith@stpaulchurch.com) or Laurie 
Erickson (lerickson@stpaulchurch.com) or by phone at 
813-961-3023 for more information.  Thank you and 
remember…. God will not be outdone in generosity! 

Thought for the Day: “We desire to be able to welcome 
Jesus at Christmastime, not in a cold manger of our heart, but 
in a heart full of love and humility, in a heart so pure, so 
immaculate, so warm with love for one another.”  

                        – St. Teresa of Calcutta 

mailto:mmaloney@stpaulchurch.com


 

 

 
I.   Isaiah 60:1-6  Epiphany means 
"Making Manifest." 
 
Reflection:  The Prophet here addresses 
those who returned from the Exile in 
Babylon; he sees the resurgence of the 
Kingdom under God.  Notice how often 
the "Glory" of God is mentioned.  To an 
ancient Hebrew, the "Glory of God" was 
almost something tangible, almost 
separable from God Himself. (cf: Exodus 
33:22, Ezekiel 3:23, 9:3,10:4).  It was a 
visible manifestation of the Presence of 
God. The Prophet sees this manifestation 
in the restored Jerusalem, which will draw 
everyone in the world to it.  At this 
season, we see the Glory of God, His 
manifest Presence, in the person of Jesus 
Christ.  And Matthew alludes to this 
reading when he describes the Magi as 
bringing gifts of gold and incense.   
 
 
II. Ephesians 3:2-3, 5-6  How God 
reveals Himself. 
  
Reflection:  This short section of the 
letter emphasizes the direct character of 
the source of St. Paul's gospel; the 
content of this gospel was that the 

addressees, Gentiles in what is now 
southwestern Turkey, was that they were 
not "foreigners, aliens" but that they were 
part of the People of God and part of His 
household.  It is precisely this openness 
through Jesus Christ that was unknown in 
prior days, but is now known through the 
apostles and the new "prophets" of the 
church.  Remember, the ancient Prophets 
were God-filled persons who proclaimed 
the way of the Lord.  To what extent are 
we, ordinary human beings, called to be 
"prophets" ourselves?  The essence of a 
“prophet” is vastly more the expression 
of Witness to the Word than foretelling 
the future.  In this sense, our Baptism 
confers upon us the specific office of 
“prophets.” 
 
 
III. Matthew 2:1-12  Gentile, Pagan 
Kings Recognized His Kingship. 
 
Reflection:  This is one of the most 
popular parts of the Nativity narratives, 
the visit to the Christ Child of the Magi, 
or Wise Men from the East.  Most 
importantly, we understand that they were 
Gentiles (prefiguring the mostly Gentile 
church) and that they recognized, in 
accordance with ancient traditions, that 
when great men were born, signs 
appeared in the heavens, like a new star.  
This story is not one for scientific 

evaluation, because it is not written to 
teach astrophysics.  But it is written so 
that we might understand the message the 
Evangelist had to express:  that the most 
powerful personages of the Ancient 
World acknowledged the value of the 
infant; that King Herod, representing the 
hostile powers of greed, lust for power 
and bloodthirstiness, was threatened by 
this infant child.  Herod stands for 
elements in our world that touch us daily.  
Often, we don't even realize that when we 
are manipulative of other persons, when 
we put economics in front of time with 
our children, when we injure another's 
good name with gossip, we are followers 
of Herod, and would subvert the Good 
News brought by the Child.  This reading 
is not about "History;" it is about symbols 
that are as valid today as then. † 
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“Then they opened their treasures and offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh” (Mt 2:11).   

Faith in Action: “Then they opened their 
treasures and offered him gifts of gold, 
frankincense, and myrrh” (Mt 2:11).  The image of 
the Magi kneeling before the infant Jesus and 

opening their treasure chests for Him is an image that we 
should all try to follow each day. In gratitude for all that we 
have been given, we are called to generously share all of our 
gifts, not just the ones we pick and choose. God wants us to 
be generous with everything, but especially that one thing that 
means the most to us.  

Due to copyright restrictions, we are not 
able to print the Scriptures with the 

Reflections of Dr. Jack Conroy.   

We Want to Celebrate!  Are you or a fellow 
parishioner celebrating a special milestone such as a 
birthday, anniversary, graduation or other special 
event?  Are you expecting a child or preparing to 
move?  Please call Elizabeth at the parish office 

and let us know!  We would like to remember you in our 
prayers and invite you to bring up the gifts at the Sunday 
Mass.  Let your parish family be a part of your celebration! 

Living Faith: The magi of old brought 
gold, frankincense, and myrrh.  What gift do 
you bring to the Christ Child?  

On a Lighter Note:  What would have happened if 
it had been three Wise Women instead of three Wise 
Men? They would have asked directions, arrived on 
time, helped deliver the baby, cleaned the stable, 

made a casserole and brought practical gifts.  

Deo Gratis: This past Saturday, our wonderful 
priests and deacons went and blessed the homes 
of parishioners with teams of teens and their 
parents.  Thank you so much for your “Yes” to 

the Lord!   Pleas don’t forget to share bulletins from your 
travels with us.  We love reading how God is blessing our 
sister parishes!  

Thank You! Fr. Bill, Fr. Bob, Fr. Ambrose, the deacons and 
all the staff would like to thank you for all the cards, gifts and 
other signs of loving support throughout this Holy Season.  
We are SO very grateful!  May God bless you always! 


