
Epiphany of the Lord

Sunday, January 6, 2019

All are welcome!
WEEKEND MASSES
Saturday Masses
8:30 am Mass

(Morning Prayer and
Benediction 8:10 am)

Saturday Vigil Masses
5:30 pm

Missa em Português: 7:30

pm

Sunday Masses

7:30 am, 9:00 am, 10:45 am,
12:30 pm, 5:30 pm
Misa en Español: 2:00 pm

WEEKDAY MASSES
Monday to Friday
7:30 am and 12:15 pm
First Friday Mass 7:30 pm
Third Friday Mass 7:30 pm
*Fourth Friday Mass 7:30 pm
*(en

Español)

Reconciliation (Confession)

Monday to Friday 11:30 am - Noon
Saturdays 10:00 am and 4:00 pm
or upon request

Eucharistic Adoration
Monday to Thursday
8:00 am to 8:30 pm
Compline & Benediction
Friday 8:00 am to
Saturday 8:30 am Mass

Morning Prayer

Monday - Friday 7:10 am
Saturday 8:10 am

Anointing of the Sick
Every Second Saturday
of the Month at 8:30 am

Church Office Hours:

Monday - Friday 8:00 am to 4:00 pm

www.StPaulChurch.com
"Formed by Word and Sacrament, we, the people of St. Paul Catholic Church,
are a Spirit-led, Eucharist-centered, vibrant multicultural Christian
community of faith, living our love for God and neighbor while growing together as disciples of Christ."

parishcommunications@stpaulchurch.com

Growing Together in Christ!
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Our Vision Statement:
“Growing Together as Disciples
of Christ.”

My Dear Friends,
Today we celebrate the great Epiphany or manifestation of Christ to the world.
From antiquity, this feast commemorates three events...the visit of the Magi to
the Holy Family, the Baptism of Jesus, and the Wedding of Cana. Our focus
this weekend is on the visit of the Magi. Matthew 2:1-12 tells us little about
them and many worthy and pious traditions have developed over the years.
During my Christmas day Mass, I suggested that it may be helpful for us to
consider ourselves to be the Magi of today. The Magi were known for their
wisdom. The Magi were students of nature and had a questioning nature.
They were seekers of the truth. When they noticed the unusual alignment of
the planets and constellations, they had the courage to embark on a long and
perilous journey in search of the Truth. May we do the same!
For many of our young (and not so young) people, there is a fundamental
incompatibility between faith and reason. It is irrational to believe in God.
How foolish! Faith and reason are not incompatible. In fact they are
complementary, one builds upon the other. St. John Paul II wrote in his epic
encyclical, Fides et Ratio: “Faith and reason are like two wings on which the
human spirit rises to the contemplation of truth; and God has placed in the
human heart a desire to know the truth—in a word, to know himself—so that,
by knowing and loving God, men and women may also come to the fullness of
truth about themselves.” The more we come to grow in the truth, the more we
grow in God, because God is the source of all that is true!
St. Augustine (354-430) had a great love for reason and the sciences and took
to task ignorant Christians who did not actively seek and embrace the truth.
When reflecting on the book of Genesis, he wrote: “Now, it is a disgraceful
and dangerous thing for an infidel to hear a Christian, presumably giving the
meaning of Holy Scripture, talking nonsense on these topics; and we should
take all means to prevent such an embarrassing situation, in which people show
up vast ignorance in a Christian and laugh it to scorn.” His basic premise is
that “when there is a conflict between a proven truth about nature and a
particular reading of Scripture, an alternative reading of Scripture must be
sought.” There is no contradiction between faith and science. In fact, faith is
needed to illuminate both truth and meaning.
Each week in the bulletin, I’ve been presenting a series on great Catholic
scientists entitled “Faith and Reason.” The objective is to encourage all of us
to use our minds and our hearts to seek the Lord as did the Magi of old. So
that we may recognize Him...in the stars in the sky, in the smallest sub-particles
of matter and energy, in the smile of a loved one, in the eyes of a homeless
person, in the cry of the sick and bereaved, and in the person of an Infant born
of a young family in Bethlehem. May we fly with both wing...faith and
reason...to adore Him!
God bless you as we grow courageously in Christ!

Fr. Bill Swengros
Pastor

“…the Gentiles are co-heirs, members of the same body, and co-partners in the promise in Christ Jesus through the Gospel” (Eph 3:6).

Parish and Liturgical Events

Novena to
Santo Niño
January 11th - 18th: Novena to Santo Niño 7:00pm Rosary; 7:30 Mass in honor of Santo
Niño; reception to follow in Family Center.
January 19th: Vigil of Santo Niño - Novena at
7:00pm; Mass (in English) at 7:30pm in church;
Mass (in Portuguese) at 7:30pm in Family Center;
Rosary procession along Peace Path after Masses.
January 20th: Santo Niño Feast Day Mass at
4:30pm, followed by Sinulog and reception in
Family Center.
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Saints of God: Today, Sunday, January 6, is normally the
feast of St. André Bessette of Montreal.
Born in 1845, André was the eighth of
twelve children born of a French
Canadian couple. At the age of 12, both
his parents died and he was adopted as a
farmhand. He later tried his hand as a
shoemaker, baker, blacksmith and even
a factory worker in the U.S. during the
Civil War. At 25, he tried to join the
Congregation of the Holy Cross. After
the intervention of a bishop, he was
admitted into the order despite his poor health. He was given
the job as doorkeeper at Notre Dame College in Monreal ... a
ministry he retained until his death in 1937. A million people
came to pay their respects to this much beloved Saint. St.
André is known for his great devotion to St. Joseph and for a
wondrous gift of healing. The “miracle worker” of Montreal
is responsible for the creation of St. Joseph Oratory, the
largest shrine dedicated to St. Joseph in the world. He was
canonized in 2010 by Pope Benedict XVI. St. Joseph, foster
father of Jesus and husband of Mary, pray for us!
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Courageously Living the Gospel!

You are Invited!
Aggregation of the Blessed Sacrament
"Inspired by the spirit of Saint Peter Julian Eymard, we form a lay Association, approved by the
Church called the Aggregation of the Blessed Sacrament."
— Rule of Life, #1

As a layperson committed to the Eucharist, you will grow spiritually
by attending the monthly formation sessions to discern placing the
Eucharist at the center of your Catholic life. In line with the Vision of
the Diocese of St. Petersburg, “Courageously Living the Gospel”, we
will guide your evangelization as disciples and apostles of the
Eucharist. Formation gatherings will take place once per month for
twelve months. The “Come and See” introductory gathering will be
Thursday, January 17, 2019, at 1:00pm in the St. Paul Family Center.
For more information or to signup for this life-changing invitation,
please contact Laura Worhacz at Laurajmj33@gmail.com.

The 9th Annual Tampa Bay Men’s Conference
The Marriage Jubilee Mass
of Thanksgiving with
Bishop Gregory Parkes will
take place at the Cathedral
of St. Jude the Apostle on
Sunday, February 10, 2019,
at 3:00pm. This event
honors couples throughout
the diocese who will
celebrate 25, 50 or more
years of marriage during
the 2019 calendar year.
Please RSVP to the Parish
Office at 813-961-3023 by
Thursday, January 24, 2019.

“Courageously Living the Gospel”
Featuring Jesse Romero, Gus Lloyd, Justin Fatica
and Bishop Gregory Parkes
Saturday, March 2, 2019
Higgins Hall
St. Lawrence Catholic Church, Tampa
Tickets are $40 per person • Father/Son combo tickets are two for $40
*Tickets include lunch and free parking
For tickets or more information visit SuncoastCatholicMinistries.com

“…the Gentiles are co-heirs, members of the same body, and co-partners in the promise in Christ Jesus through the Gospel” (Eph 3:6).

Children's Corner
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Baptism
“Baptism incorporates us into the life, Death, and Resurrection of Christ
and the ongoing work of the Holy Spirit in the world.”
License # C HC 110273
Excellence in Catholic preschool education for over 30 years

www.StPaulCatholicPreschool.com

St. Paul Catholic Preschool
Teacher’s Corner

Happy New Year
from the St. Paul Preschool!
We hope that you thoroughly enjoyed your Christmas break!
We had an amazing Christmas Pageant last month. Our
Open House is at the end of this month. Next month, we are
looking forward to our Spaghetti Dinner on Saturday,
February 23rd from 6:00pm—9:00pm in the Family Center.
Until then, please enjoy a few pictures from our Christmas
Pageant below and on the front cover of this week’s bulletin.
A HUGE THANK YOU to Charles Yezak, Director of
Communications, for taking such amazing photos of our
children and their performance!
We are looking forward to seeing everyone back on school on
Monday, January 7th!
— Abbie Johnson, Director

God reaches out to us in all kinds of ways. The desire in your
heart to baptize your child is one of them. The promises you
make for your child on this day will begin to form your child into
a faithful follower of Christ. But the day of baptism is only the
beginning of this journey. Being baptized is a life changing event.
The Sacrament of Baptism at St. Paul Catholic Church takes place
on the first three Saturdays of every month in English and the
fourth Saturday of every month in Spanish. If your child is to be
baptized please call our Baptismal Coordinator, Maria
Mendez, at 813-961-3023. Parents and Godparents will be asked
to attend a baptismal preparation class.

2019-20 PRESCHOOOL
REGISTRATION
In-House Applications:
Parishioner Applications:
Open Applications:

January 31st
February 4th
February 7th

CLASSES OFFERED
2 YEAR OLDS
2-Day (T/Th) 8:15am - 11:30am
3-Day (MWF) 8:15am - 11:30am
3 YEAR OLDS
2-Day (T/Th) 8:15am - 1:00pm
3-Day (MWF) 8:15am - 11:30am
5-Day (M-F) 8:15am - 11:30am

Contact us!

4 YEAR OLDS*
5-Day (M-F) 8:15am -12:00pm

Preschool Office: (813) 264-3314
Email: Director@StPaulChurch.com

EXTENDED DAY PROGRAM AVAILABLE UNTIL 3:00 PM

*VPK provider
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Liturgy Corner

Mass Intentions for the Week of January 6th
Saturday, January 5, 2019
8:30 am
Theresa Doan-T-Anh +
5:30 pm St. Paul Parishioners (int.)
7:30 pm Jaroslaw P. Miernik +
Sunday, January 6, 2019
Solemnity of the Epiphany of the Lord
7:30 am
Albert Schmitt +
9:00 am
Hwang Hee Soon +
10:45 am Partners in Prayer (int.)
12:30 pm Michael and Mike Hingson +
2:00 pm Trinidad Ycaza Palacios +
5:30 pm Luis Felipe Perez +
Monday, January 7, 2019
Saint Raymond of Penyafort, Priest
7:30 am
Thomas McNulty +
12:15 pm Steve Sabbath +
Tuesday, January 8, 2019
7:30 am
Leo Murphy +
12:15 pm William E. Gentry +
Wednesday, January 9, 2019
7:30 am
Consecrated Life and Priestly Vocations (int.)
12:15 pm Carl and Martha Cesarano (int.)
Thursday, January 10, 2019
7:30 am
Arthur McCourt +
12:15 pm Mercedes Perez +
Friday, January 11, 2019
7:30 am
Scott Kane +
12:15 pm Scott Michael Hernandez +
7:30 pm Santo Niño Devotees (int.)
Saturday, January 12, 2019
8:30 am Patricia Hamlin Edmonds +
5:30 pm Maria Kutty Philip +
7:30 pm Santo Niño Devotees (int.) [Church]
7:30pm St. Paul Parishioners (int.) [Parish Center]
Sunday, January 13, 2019
Feast of the Baptism of the Lord
7:30 am
Frank Pishioneri +
9:00 am
Fanny Mitrani +
10:45 am John Seidensticker +
12:30 pm Ian L. Matheson +
2:00 pm Evelyn Goita +
5:30 pm Jaroslaw P. Miernik +
7:30 pm Santo Niño Devotees (int.)

Pope Francis: “Christians too can be

caught up in networks of verbal violence
through the internet and the various
forums of digital communication. Even
in Catholic media, limits can be overstepped, defamation
and slander can become commonplace, and all ethical
standards and respect for the good name of others can be
abandoned. The result is a dangerous dichotomy, since
things can be said there that would be unacceptable in
public discourse, and people look to compensate for their
own discontent by lashing out at others. It is striking that
at times, in claiming to uphold the other commandments,
they completely ignore the eighth, which forbids bearing
false witness or lying, and ruthlessly vilify others. Here we
see how the unguarded tongue, set on fire by hell, sets all
things ablaze (cf. Jas 3:6)” (Pope Francis, Gaudete et
Exsultate, 115).

Words of Wisdom: “Today Godhead pressed itself like a
seal upon manhood, so that with the Godhead’s stamp,
manhood might be adorned.”
– St. Ephraem the Syrian

Faith and Reason: Archbishop Thomas Bradwardine

(c.1290–1349) served as Archbishop of
Canterbury and is often called “the Profound
Doctor.” He was a brilliant mathematician,
physicist, philosopher, and theologian. His
work on kinematics and mnemonic studies was
profound. He is another great example of one
who used both faith and reason to pursue truth!

Thought for the Day: “May the Divine Child accomplish
the transformation of your heart.”

– St. Pio of Pietrelcina

Readings for the Week of January 6th
Sunday

Epiphany Home Blessing: God almighty, bless this home
and under its shelter let there be health,
chastity, self-discipline, humility, goodness,
mildness, obedience to your
commandments and thanksgiving to God
the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. May your
blessing remain always in this home and on
those who live here; through Christ our
Lord. Amen.

Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday

Solemnity of the Epiphany of the Lord
Is 60:1-6; Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 10-11, 12-13; Eph 3:2-3a,
5-6; Mt 2:1-12
1 Jn 3:22—4:6; Ps 2:7bc-8, 10-12a; Mt 4:12-17, 23-25
1 Jn 4:7-10; Ps 72:1-2, 3-4, 7-8; Mk 6:34-44
1 Jn 4:11-18; Ps 72:1-2, 10, 12-13; Mk 6:45-52
1 Jn 4:19—5:4; Ps 72:1-2, 14 and 15bc, 17; Lk 4:14-22
1 Jn 5:5-13; Ps 147:12-13, 14-15, 19-20; Lk 5:12-16
1 Jn 5:14-21; Ps 149:1-2, 3-4, 5-6a and 9b; Jn 3:22-30
Feast of the Baptism of the Lord
Is 42:1-4, 6-7 or Is 40:1-5, 9-11; Ps 29:1-2, 3-4, 3, 9-10

“…the Gentiles are co-heirs, members of the same body, and co-partners in the promise in Christ Jesus through the Gospel” (Eph 3:6).

Ministries in Action!
Society of St. Vincent De Paul
Pantry Hours
Monday & Thursday 9:00 am - 12:00 pm
Assistance Line: (813) 264-3325

Page 7

St. Francis of Assisi Ministry

As we give thanks for the beauty of the Christmas season, we
need to again turn our thoughts to the needs of the New
Year. Lack of resources can cause a good family to use
desperate means. With your continued financial assistance,
we will (when asked) assist these families.
If you would like to help, food donations to our St. Vincent
de Paul pantry can be left in the marked baskets located in the
Narthex. Monetary donations can be dropped in the poor
box, also located in the Narthex. Please make sure to specify
SVDP in the memo line for check donations or you may use
an offertory envelope for cash donations and label it SVDP.

The St. Francis of Assisi Ministry is accepting
prayer requests from those who are coping with
the loss of a pet or struggling with their pet’s
illness. Please submit your prayer request to:
stfrancisministry@stpaulchurch.com

Thank you for your generosity! ~ SVDP Society
\

Wish List This Week:
Canned Meat, Rice and Pasta Sauce
Please note we are unable to use expired items.

Want to join the AHG Troops?
If your daughter is age 5 to 18, contact
Melissa at AHG@StPaulChurch.com
for more information about this
incredible program.

The Council of Catholic Women
The St. Paul Council of Catholic Women would
like to thank all the Christmas cookie bakers,
boxers, buyers and volunteer workers who helped make this
Christmas cookie sale a great success! All the proceeds from
the Christmas Cookie sale will be donated to the Society of
St. Vincent De Paul.
Please join us for the next General Meeting of the Council of
Catholic Women to be held on Thursday, January 10th at
7:00pm in the Family Center. This will be a pot luck meeting.

Help Needed! Our parish is blessed to serve four

wonderful nursing homes and assisted
living facilities and a fifth has just
opened! We visit the residents every
week and once a month celebrate
Mass. We need more volunteers to
share God’s love and joy with the
residents. It doesn’t take much time … just a little
training and a background check … and a lot of love in
your heart! We are also in need of volunteers to visit our
homebound parishioners to bring them the Blessed
Sacrament.
If you are interested in either ministry,
please contact Deacon Frank Henriquez at
fhenriquez@stpaulchurch.com.

Bereavement Ministry of St. Paul
Our ministry offers God’s healing love through
emotional, physical, mental and spiritual comfort.
Join us for our next meeting on Tuesday, January 8,
2019. For more information regarding the
Bereavement Ministry, call Diana at: 813-748-2874.
The S.O.S. Human Trafficking Ministry
will hold our meeting on Thursday,
January 10, 2019, at 7:00pm in Room C
at the Parish Center. All are welcome!

Padre Pio Prayer Group
Saint Padre Pio is a powerful intercessor for us before
Almighty God. Our next prayer session will take place on
January 22, 2019, in the prayer room of the main church.
We will meet there immediately after the conclusion of
the 12:15pm Mass.
Interested in joining this prayer group?
Please contact Vickie via email at:
queenvickie4@aol.com or call (813) 728-9241
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Growing Together in Christ!

Please keep all servicemen and women in your
prayers, especially those from our church family:
Dylan Anthony Agnes, PVT, US Army
Timothy O’Loughlin, Ensign, USCG
Hans C. Arcand, 2nd LT, USAF
Martin O. Reina, USCG
Patrick Rose, CPT PA, US Army
Nicholas Ringo III, US Navy
Mathew M Colon, SGT, US Army
Michael Dunkelberger, MSGT, USAF
Christopher A. Garcia, LTJG, U.S. Navy
Richard Majette, CPT, USMC
Katrina Monti, CPT, PA US Army
Richard Sison Jr, 2nd LT, USAF
Matthew Mooney, CPT, USAF
Curtis Gardner, SGT, USAF
Adriana Trigg, USAF
Anthony Mazzie, US Army
Luis Luccani, SGT, US Navy
Austin Jacob Ferlita, PVT2s, US Army
Josh C. Seal, PO, U.S. Navy
Corinna Fleischmann, CDR, USCG
Morganne Oyler, U.S. Navy
Sean C. Andino, LTJG, U.S. Navy
Thomas Krasnicki, LT, U.S. Navy
Brett Smith, USMC
Dominick J. Agnes III, SGT, USMC
Brian J. Babin, SS, USMC
Spencer M. Brown, PVT, U.S. Army
John Erickson, Cpl U.S. Army
Jacob Torrens, Pvt., U.S. Army
Cody Rigney, LT, U.S. Navy
Adam Tapia, LT, U.S, Army
Jason Mitchell, WO4, U.S. Army
Alexander Maldonado, Captain, USAF
We pray for the repose of the souls of those recently
departed: Carlos Byrnes, Louis Marcano, Valentin Munoz,
Melody Decker, Jaime Vergara-Cardenas, Jeffrey Vega,
Bridget M. Abony, Lynn Bartolotta, Michael Songy, Esteban
Delfin Leyva Torres, Joseph Fritz Laurenceau, Gary Klunk,
Enrique A. Crosas, Molly Sperr and Antonio Rivera Medina.
Please remember in your prayers those with
particular health needs: Margaret Uremovich
Linda Taylor, Rosemary Fenton, Freida Cardona,
Mary García, Lucy Rosario, Adeliza Bacon, Suzette
Hillis, Bill Kollner and Monica Bencomo.

Deo Gratias! Please join me in thanking our

wonderful maintenance team. Sam, Jose, and our
friends from One Solution do an amazing job at
keeping our campus clean and well maintained.
Thank you so much! On another note, please do not forget to
share church bulletins from your travels with us. We love to
hear how God is blessing our sister parishes.
January 11 - 19: Novena to
Santo Niño - 7:00pm Rosary, 7:30 Mass in honor of
Santo Niño, reception to follow in Family Center;
January 12: 7:30pm Mass (Portuguese) in Family
Center; January 12 - 13: Baptism of the Lord and Vocation
Awareness Sunday; January 18: Our Lady of Good Health Novena at 7:00pm, Mass at 7:30pm, reception in Family
Center after Mass; January 19: Mass celebrated by Bishop
Gregory Parkes at 10:00am and blessing of young adults
attending World Youth Day in Panama; January 19: Vigil of
Santo Niño - Novena at 7:00pm, Mass (English) at 7:30pm in
church and Mass (Portuguese) at 7:30pm in Family Center,
rosary procession along Peace Path after Masses; January 19 20: Second Sunday in Ordinary Time; January 20: Santo
Niño Feast Day Mass at 4:30pm, followed by Sinulog in
Family Center and reception; January 20 - 26: Week of
Christian Unity; January 21: Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
Prayer Service led by K of C, at 7:00pm in the Santo Niño Shrine;
January 22: Day of Prayer for the Legal Protection of
Children - Respect Life Adoration with Father Bob from
7:00pm - 9:00pm in Chapel; January 22 - 27: World Youth
Day - Panama; January 25: Feast of the Conversion of St.
Paul; 4th Friday Spanish Mass - 7:00pm Rosary, 7:30pm Mass.

Looking Ahead!

Ask It Basket: “At Christmas and Easter my

whole family gets together for a meal and
Mass. I know most of my family doesn’t go to
Mass regularly but they still receive Communion. What
should I say to them about it?” Good question.
Unfortunately, there is no quick and easy answer. First, I
would pray for wisdom so that whatever I said would not
offend, remembering it is not always what is said but who says
it, how it is said, and when the conversation takes place that
matters. What is NOT helpful is presuming that they are not
in a state of grace or that God needs to be protected from
them! Your words could either be an invitation to grow closer
to the Lord or weapons that drive them forever from the
Church. This is especially true if they sense any hypocrisy or
judgment in you. I’ve found that when people have a
wonderful experience of God at Mass, they want to return
again and again. They also want to be reconciled and to begin
anew their journey of faith. In other words, I would be very
careful to open doors for my family rather than slam them
shut. The fact they are at least willing to come to Mass and are
desirous of receiving the Eucharistic Lord a few times a year is
a good thing. Build on that! (If you have a question for the
Ask It Basket, please contact FrBill@StPaulChurch.com).

“…the Gentiles are co-heirs, members of the same body, and co-partners in the promise in Christ Jesus through the Gospel” (Eph 3:6).

St. Paul Faith Formation
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We are rooted in Faith and growing in grace

 Faith Formation Classes resume
during the week of January 6 - 9, 2019
Adult Faith Formation Classes for Parent of Grades K-5
(Coincides with Student’s Session 19)
Day
Sunday
Monday
Tuesday

Date
1/6/19
1/7/19
1/8/19

Time
10:30am-11:15am
4:30pm-5:00pm
6:15pm-7:00pm

Location
FC #3
Church
Church

Sacrament Corner
Preparations for the reception of the Sacraments of

Adult Faith Formation Classes for Parent of Grades 6-8
4

Day
Sunday
Monday
Wednesday

Date
1/13/19
1/14/19
1/16/19

Time
4:15pm-5:00pm
6:15pm-7:00pm
6:15pm-7:00pm

Location
FC #2
Church
Church

Baptism, Reconciliation, First Communion and
Confirmation are coordinated though the Faith
Formation Office. For detailed information, please
call 813-961-3023.

For preparation to receive the Sacrament of Holy

Matrimony, please call Maria Costa at 813-961-3023.
For information regarding our Vocations Program and

Formation to receive the Sacrament of Holy Orders
please contact Sister Theresa Betz at 813-961-3023.
For Anointing of the Sick please contact Barbara Gray

at 813-961-3023.

Young Families of Faith!
Come and check out our parish nursery for children ages one
to three. While parents attend the 5:30pm Vigil Mass on
Saturdays or the 9:00am or 10:45am
Masses on Sundays, the quality staff at the
St. Paul Nursery offers exceptional care for
your little ones. No need to sign-up! Just
visit us at the end of the north hallway in the
church building. For more information,
contact Maria Mendez at 813-961-3023.

Children’s Liturgy of the Word!
This is an age-appropriate faith program offered during the
9:00am Mass. No pre-registration required! Just before the
Liturgy of the Word begins for the assembly, the volunteer
catechists leads the children
through prayers, songs and
readings which have been
simplified for children. Please
contact the Faith Formation
Office by calling 813-961-3023.

Announcements
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In the Wildflowers Retreat
for women who have suffered
childhood sexual abuse

This 10-week Christ-centered private
retreat will be held in Tampa on
Saturdays beginning February 2 through April 6, 2019,
from 2:00 pm to 6:00 pm. Cost is $15 per session (meal is
included). No one will be turned away for inability to pay.
If you are interested in participating in this retreat, please
contact Cathy at 813-843-8969, via email at the following
address: wildflowersretreats@gmail.com or visit our web
site: https://www.wildflowersretreat.org

Counseling Services

Offered by Dr. Pat Berne
Please call (813) 961-3023 to make an appointment

Legal Consultation and Referral Service
Every Monday by appointment only
Please call 813-961-3023

Divorced and Separated Support Group

This ministry provides caring support for both women and
men experiencing separation or divorce. The group meets
every Friday night at 7:30pm in the St. Paul Parish Center.
You may come as often as you would like...every week, once a
month or whenever it is convenient for you. No charges/no
fees. All are welcome! For more information and to answer
any questions, please call Don Hemke at 813-205-1735.

AA Meetings: Do you feel your life is out of control? Is

Alcohol ruining your life? Help is here! Our parish is blest to
host weekly Alcoholics Anonymous meetings every
Wednesday at 8:15pm in the St Michael Building. For more
information, call 813-933-9123. May God bless you!

“How to Find the Right
Senior Living Arrangement”
Tuesday, January 8th
Following the 12:15 pm Mass
Mark and Marcia Lembo (Parishioners) of Always Best
Care Senior Services will discuss Independent Living,
Assisted Living, Home Care and Nursing Home Options.
Do not miss this opportunity to learn how to choose the
appropriate living arrangements when it is time to move
into something more manageable.

FINANCIAL PEACE
UNIVERSITY WORKSHOP

What if you were following a plan for your money that you
KNEW worked? With Dave Ramsey’s Financial Peace
University, you CAN take control of your money, get out of
debt, and create a plan for YOUR future.

Starting January 24, 2019
Thursday Evening Sessions at 7:00 pm
Parish Center - Room “H”
To register, call Maria Costa at 813-961-3023 or go the link:
https://fpu.com/1077793

“…the Gentiles are co-heirs, members of the same body, and co-partners in the promise in Christ Jesus through the Gospel” (Eph 3:6).

Stewardship: A Way of Life
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Each new year brings us new opportunities to know Him more, to
walk in faith and grow by His grace. At St. Paul Catholic Church, we
are blessed with many ministries that serve God and his people.
Make your New Years resolution one that you can keep and will
strengthen your relationship with God and His Son.
Community Building

Legal Consultation

American Heritage Girls

Money Counters

In Between Jobs Support Group
(Tweeners)

Religious Ed / Adult Faith
Formation

Brazilian Community

Partners in Prayer

Jamaica Mission

Adult Faith Formation

Coffee and Donuts

Pastoral Council

Mental Health Support Group

Council of Catholic Women

Shawls of Hope

Migrant Farm Workers

Apostles of the Eucharist (Young
Adults)

Couples for Christ

Liturgical Ministries

Natural Family Planning

Baptism Preparation

Cub Scouts

Altar Servers

Panama Mission

Bible Study—English

Diálogo Matrimonial en espanol

Arts & Environment

Respect Life

Children’s Faith Formation

Filipino Ministry

Candle Ministry

St. Francis of Assisi

Children’s Liturgy of the Word

Hispanic Community

Eucharistic Adoration

St. Vincent de Paul Society

Confirmation Preparation

Indian Community

Eucharistic Ministers to the Sick / Visitation Ministry
Nursing Homes
Prayer Groups

Disciples of the Eucharist (Teens)

Amor de Jesus Prayer Group en
espanol

Faith Formation Catechists

St. Paul Active Retired Seniors

Extraordinary Ministers of Holy
Communion (EMHC)

Special Events

Funeral Ministry

Cenacle of Mary Rosa Mistica

Nursery

Vocations

Lectors

Cursillo en espanol

Preschool

Young at Heart

Music Ministry

Divine Mercy Cenacles

RCIA—Adults and Children

Community Servicing

Sacristans

Women of Grace

Alcoholics Anonymous

Ushers (Hospitality)

Groupo de Oraçao Masculina em
portugues

Building Committee

Ministries of Mercy

Youth Ministry - High School

Citizenship Instruction

Bereavement Support Group

La Familia Madres y Padres en
espanol

Communications Ministry

Counseling Services

Legion of Mary en espanol

English as a Second Language

Divorced & Separated Support
Group

Nuestro Fiat

Healing Ministry

Padre Pio Prayer Group

Human Trafficking (SOS)

Rosa Mistica (portugues)

Knights of Columbus
Rosary Makers

Finance Council
Helping Hands
Home Makers of Hope

Estudio Biblico en espanol

Our Mother of Mercy

In the Wildflowers

Coffee & Donuts
Your Host Today:
Estudio Biblico en Español
This very popular Bible study en Español meet every Tuesday
evening beginning in January. Their 115+ members are always ready
to volunteer their time and talent to St. Paul’s as well. Come and
meet these dedicated individuals and thank them for their
commitment to our Parish Family here at St. Paul’s.

For More Information Contact Gaetano Garibaldi at:
BibleStudy-esp@StPaulChurch.com

Marriage Preparation

Youth Ministry - Middle School

For more information, pick up a
St. Paul Resource Directory in
the Narthex, office, go to
www.stpaulchurch.com or call
Laurie Erickson at 961-3023.
May your year be blessed
in the Lord.

Offertory
December 23, 2018

December 25, 2018

Offertory: $28,554
Online Giving: $12,570
Attendance: 3,335
Envelopes: 692

Offertory: $64,708
Attendance: 6,562
Envelopes: 871

Thank you for your generosity!
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Growing Your Faith!

Growing your faith! As an adult, there are many opportunities to grow your faith
here at St. Paul! Fr. Bob has a class almost every Thursday evening at 7:00pm in the
Family Center on the History of the Early Church. Fr. George is offering a series of
classes during Faith Formation classes so that our parents can readily attend (contact
the Faith Formation office for the schedule). In addition, we are blessed to have
three bible studies...Wednesday mornings at 9:00am and evenings at 7:30pm in English and our Thursday night Bible study in
Spanish will begin in January. Our parish also supports LPMI and SEPI programs in English and Spanish to help develop lay
pastoral ministers within the Church. We also have a wonderful Lighthouse book and CD rack which also boasts material from
Dynamic Catholic. Finally, we also support FORMED, an online resource containing a wealth of material to help you grow in
faith. Visit www.stpaulchurch.formed.org for more information. Be involved! Grow in your faith! You’ll be glad you did!
Calling all Young Adults! As a young adult, you are cordially invited to join any of our ministries. We value your considerable
talents and expertise. If you are not sure of how to become more active, call Laurie at 813-961-3023. We also host three
extraordinary ministries which are exclusively for young adults: The Apostles of the Eucharist meet most Friday evenings
(merimee@verizon.net), Singles for Christ every other Thursday (813-503-6460), and there is a group of young Hispanics who
gather for adoration every Friday night. Thank you for choosing St. Paul as your spiritual home!
Youth in Action! Our youth are not simply our future as a Church. They are our present. We encourage them to be involved
in ministry. First of all, they should be enrolled in our Faith Formation and Youth Ministry Programs. Teens are especially
encouraged to volunteer as a catechist or catechist assistant. We also encourage our young people to be involved in Liturgical
Ministry. Starting in second grade, children can sing in our Children’s Choir, and 6th, 7th and 8th graders can be members of
our Middle School Youth Choir. High school singers are always welcome to sing with our LifeTeen choir Sunday evenings.
Children in the 4th and 5th grade can assist their parents as sacristans, lectors and members of our Art & Environment
Ministry. In addition, 5th graders and older are encouraged to be altar servers. Eighth graders and older are also welcome to
serve as ushers or Ministers of Hospitality. We would love all those who have been confirmed to volunteer as lectors and if you
are in 11th or 12th grade to serve as an Extraordinary Minister of Holy Communion. Our parish is blessed with a vibrant group
of American Heritage Girls and we are starting a Family Cub Scout pack. For our teens, we not only have an awesome youth
group, but also a very wonderful group of “Disciples of the Eucharist” who meet nearly every Friday night. The bottom line is
that our children and youth are important members of our parish community and we are grateful for their “Yes” to the Lord!
Due to copyright restrictions, we are not
able to print the Scriptures with the
Reflections of Dr. Jack Conroy.

I.Isaiah 60:1-6.
Epiphany means
"Making Manifest".
Reflection: The Prophet here addresses
those who returned from the Exile in
Babylon; he sees the resurgence of the
Kingdom under God. Notice how often
the "Glory" of God is mentioned. To an
ancient Hebrew, the "Glory of God" was
almost something tangible, almost
separable from God Himself. (cf: Exodus
33:22, Ezekiel 3:23, 9:3,10:4). It was a
visible manifestation of the Presence of
God. The Prophet sees this manifestation
in the restored Jerusalem, which will draw
everyone in the world to it. At this season,
we see the Glory of God, His manifest
Presence, in the person of Jesus Christ.
And Matthew alludes to this reading when
he describes the Magi as bringing gifts of
gold and incense.
II. Ephesians 3:2-3, 5-6. How God
reveals Himself.

Reflection: This short section of the
letter emphasizes the direct character of
the source of St. Paul's gospel; the content
of this gospel was that the addressees,
Gentiles in what is now southwestern
Turkey, was that they were not "foreigners,
aliens" but that they were part of the
People of God and part of His household.
It is precisely this openness through Jesus
Christ that was unknown in prior days, but
is now known through the apostles and
the new "prophets" of the church.
Remember, the ancient Prophets were
God-filled persons who proclaimed the
way of the Lord. To what extent are we,
ordinary human beings, called to be
"prophets" ourselves? The essence of a
“prophet” is vastly more the expression of
Witness to the Word than foretelling the
future. In this sense, our Baptism requires
that we ourselves become “prophets.”
III. Matthew 2:1-12. Gentile, Pagan
Kings Recognized His Kingship.
Reflection: This is one of the most
popular parts of the Nativity narratives,
the visit to the Christ Child of the Magi, or

Wise Men from the East.
Most
importantly, we understand that they were
Gentiles (prefiguring the mostly Gentile
church) and that they recognized, in
accordance with Ancient Traditions, that
when Great Men were born, signs
appeared in the Heavens, like a new Star.
This story is not one for scientific
evaluation, because it is not written to
teach astrophysics. But it is written so that
we might understand the message the
Evangelist had to express: that the most
powerful personages of the Ancient World
acknowledged the value of the infant; that
King Herod, representing the hostile
powers of greed, lust for power and
bloodthirstiness, was threatened by this
infant child. Herod stands for elements in
our world that touch us daily. Often, we
don't even realize that when we are
manipulative of other persons, when we
put economics in front of time with our
children, when we injure another's good
name with gossip, we are followers of
Herod, and would subvert the Good News
brought by the Child. This reading is not
about "History;" it is about symbols that
are as valid today as then.

“…the Gentiles are co-heirs, members of the same body, and co-partners in the promise in Christ Jesus through the Gospel” (Eph 3:6).

Courageously Living the Gospel!
Faith in Action: “…the Gentiles are co-heirs,

members of the same body, and co-partners in the
promise in Christ Jesus through the Gospel” (Eph
3:6). Today we celebrate that Christ came to all of
us, not just the Hebrews. He has given each of us unique gifts.
We all have different yet equally valuable roles to play in the
Body of Christ. Pray daily and ask God how He wants you to
use your gifts so that we may all “be one”.

On the second Saturday of every month
during the 8:30 morning Mass, we will offer the
Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick. This
beautiful Sacrament is for all those who are
advanced in age as well as those who suffer from
a serious (grave) illness. It is recommended for all those
who are scheduled to be admitted to a hospital
for surgery later this month to be anointed.
This Sacrament can be received as often as needed. Come and
experience the healing touch of the Divine Physician!

Christ Heal Us!!

We want to celebrate! Are you or a fellow parishioner
celebrating a special milestone such as a
birthday, anniversary, graduation or other special
event? Are you expecting a child or preparing to
move? Please call Elizabeth at the Parish Office
and let us know! We would like to remember
you in our prayers and invite you to bring up the
gifts at the Sunday Mass. Let your parish family be a part of
your celebration!

Not Well? If you, a member of your family or a friend are ill
and unable to attend weekly Mass, please
inform us by calling Barbara at the parish
office. No Catholic should be deprived of the
opportunity for frequent reception of
Communion. Also, if you have an upcoming
surgery, receive the Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick
before admission. Due to HIPPA laws, it is imperative that
you let the hospital know that you would like a visit from a
Catholic priest and be sure to call the parish office. Thank
you and know you are in our prayers!

Florida March for Life: The Diocese is
sponsoring a day trip to the Florida March for
Life in the nation’s oldest city, St. Augustine, on
Saturday, January 12, 2019. This March is for
anyone who believes in the sanctity of human life.
$40.00/adults and $20.00/ages 13 and younger- includes
boxed lunch. Bus departs St. Catherine of Siena Parish in
Clearwater and St. Francis of Assisi Parish in
Seffner.
Learn more and register at: http://
www.dosp.org/life/upcoming-events/
Questions? Contact Sabrina Schultz at 727-344-1611 or
sab@dosp.org
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Living Faith: What gifts do you bring to
share with Santo Niño, the Holy Child?

On a Lighter Note: How do we know that

the Magi were men and not women? If they
were women, they would have asked
directions, arrived on time, helped deliver the
baby, cleaned the stable, made a casserole, and
brought practical gifts!

Liturgical Ministries
St. Paul Parish is a great place because so many people are
actively part of it! THANK YOU, for sharing your
outstanding gifts of time and talent! Our Volunteers are
priceless! Pray and contact us if you can help in these ways:
Altar Servers, Arts & Environment,
Eucharistic Ministers of Holy
Communion, Funeral Planning,
H o sp i t al i ty , L e c to r s , a nd
Sacristans.
Please contact Elizabeth Hays,
Liturgist at 813-961-3023;
EHays@StPaulChurch.com

Technology Corner

