
 

 

"Formed by Word and Sacrament, we, the people of St. Paul Catholic Church,  
are a Spirit-led, Eucharist-centered, vibrant multicultural Christian community of faith, living our love for 

God and neighbor while growing together as disciples of Christ." 

 Second Sunday in Ordinary Time                         Sunday, January 19, 2020 

 

 
WEEKEND MASSES 

 

Saturday Vigil Masses 
5:30pm   

Missa em Português: 7:30pm 
 

Sunday Masses 
7:30am, 9:00am, 10:45am,  

12:30pm, 5:30pm 
Misa en Español:  2:00pm  

 

WEEKDAY MASSES 

Monday through Friday 
7:30am and 12:15pm 

 

Saturday Masses 
8:30am Mass 

(Morning Prayer and  
Benediction 8:10am) 

 

First Friday Mass 7:30pm 
Third Friday Mass 7:30pm 

*Fourth Friday Mass 7:30pm  
*(en Español) 

 

Reconciliation (Confession) 
Monday to Friday 11:30am - Noon 
Saturdays at 10:00am and 4:00pm  

or upon request 
 

Eucharistic Adoration  
Monday to Thursday 

8:00am to 8:30pm 
Compline & Benediction  

 

Friday 8:00am to  
Saturday 8:30am Mass 

 

Morning Prayer 
Monday - Friday 7:10am 

Saturday 8:10am 

 

Anointing of the Sick 
Every Second Saturday  
of the Month at 8:30am 

 

Church Office Hours: 
Monday - Friday 8:00am to 4:00pm 

 

Website: 
www.stpaulchurch.com 

 

Contact us at: 
info@stpaulchurch.com 

 
 

St. Paul Catholic Church 
and Preschool 

 

www.stpaulchurch.com 

12708 North Dale Mabry Highway, Tampa, Florida  33618-2802     
Phone  (813) 961-3023  †  Fax  (813) 962-8780  
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We’re here to serve you! 
 

Clergy 
Fr. Bill Swengros    Pastor 
Fr. Robert Romaine  Parochial Vicar 
Fr. Ambrose  
Kadambukatt, OCD Parochial Vicar  
Deacon Carlos Celaya  RCIA 
Deacon Ray Dever     Mental Health Support 
Deacon Frank Henriquez  Ministry to Homebound  
  and  Nursing Homes  
Deacon Rich Spiro   
 

Faith Formation 
Carmen Cayon Director 
Maria Costa                 RCIA, Marriage Prep, 
 Adult  Confirmation, 
 Quinceañeras 
Sonia Eberhardt         K-5 Faith Formation  
 Coordinator, 1st Holy 
 Communion Prep 
Maria Mendez Baptism and 
 FORMED® Coordinator   
Silvia Rivera               Religious Education 
 Assistant (Records) 
Andy Gotsch    High School Youth 
 Minister 
Theresa Adams          Middle School Youth
 Minister 
 

Preschool 
Abbie Johnson            Director 
Mindy Geer                Assistant Director 
 

Liturgy 
Mary Gant                   Music Director 
Elizabeth Hays           Liturgist, Bereavement 
 Minister 
 

Parish Support 
Brian Smith       Parish Manager  
Laurie Erickson Director of Ministries 
Louis Gobin Accountant 
Barbara Gray               Pastoral Administrative 
  Assistant (Scheduling)     
Sam Mathai                Maintenance 
Charles Yezak, Jr.        Director of 
 Communications  

 

www.stpaulchurch.com 
 

www.facebook.com/stpaultpa 
 

info@stpaulchurch.com 
 
 

 

Our Vision Statement:  
“Growing Together as Disciples 

of Christ.” 
 

SUNDAY IS THE LAST DAY TO 

REGISTER FOR ALPHA!  
 

We are excited for the start of ALPHA later this 

week!  ALPHA introduces the basics of the 

Christian faith through a series of 11 weekly talks 

and discussions.  ALPHA is an opportunity to 

explore the meaning of life in a small group 

setting.  
 

Our parish is offering ALPHA in the English, Spanish and 

Portuguese languages We are also featuring a weekly session for 

teenagers during the normal Youth Group Meeting time on 

Sundays.  Our schedule, for all ALPHA sessions, is listed below: 
 

English  

Thursdays from 1:00pm to 3:00pm  

Begins 1/23/20  and ends 4/2/2020 
 

Thursdays from 7:00pm to 9:00pm  

Begins 1/23/20 and ends 4/2/2020 
 

Portuguese 

Saturdays from 5:00pm to 7:00pm 

Begins 1/25/2020 and ends 4/4/2020 
 

Spanish 

Sundays from 3:30pm to 5:30pm 

Begins 1/26/2020 and ends 4/5/2020 
 

Teens 

Sundays from 6:30pm to 8:30pm 

(Not consecutive Sundays; Meets on 1/26, 2/9,  

2/16, 2/23, 3/1, 3/15, 3/22, 3/29 and 4/5/2020) 
 

*Note:  Holy Spirit Retreat for above groups is on Saturday, 3/7/2020 

from 9:00am to 5:00pm 
 

You have two options to register on Sunday: 
 

1. Stop by the ALPHA table in the Church Narthex, fill out, 

and submit your registration form at the table 

2. Visit www.stpaulchurch.com, click on the ALPHA ad in 

your language on the front page.  You will be redirected 

to the page with the registration form.  Download, fill out 

and email the form to alpha@stpaulchurch.com by 

11:59pm on Sunday, January 19, 2020. 
 

Questions?  Send email to:  alpha@stpaulchurch.com 

NOTICE:  The Parish Office will be  
closed on Monday, January 20th in 
observance of Martin Luther King, Jr. Day.  
Masses, Confessions and Adoration will be 
offered according to their regular schedules.   

http://www.StPaulChurch.com


 

 

My Dear Friends, 
 
Today we celebrate the Feast of the Holy Child, Santo 
Niño!  This feast recalls the gift of the Incarnation of our 
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  God became fully man so 
that one day we might become one with Him!  Santo Niño 
is a great reminder of our need to become child-like in our 
faith.... with hearts full of wonder and joy!  He also 
reminds us of our need to be humble and obedient ... to 
completely trust our Heavenly Father and to always do His 
will!  Finally, dressed as a King, He invites us to make Him 
Lord of our lives!  Pit Senyor!  Praise the Lord! 
 
After months of prayer and preparation, Alpha is finally 
here!  Alpha is for anyone who wants to grow in his or her 
faith, those who have questions or doubts about faith, and 
those who question the meaning and purpose of life.  We 
will begin our sessions in English on Thursday at 1:00pm 
and 7:00pm in the Family Center.  Our Portuguese 
language Alpha begins at 5:00pm next Saturday in the 
Parish Center.  Our Spanish Language Alpha begins after 
the 2:00pm Mass next Sunday and our Teens will gather 
after the 5:30pm Mass.  Please come and bring your 
friends!  It would be helpful if you could call the office or 
register online so we know how much food to prepare.  
May God bless Alpha! 
 

 St. Paul Catholic Church Alpha Prayer 
 

O Lord my God, You are the Alpha and the Omega, the 
fount of life and love, the source of joy and true peace.  
Bless us as we journey through Alpha, may we grow as a 
family of faith, hope and love, as intentional disciples of 
your Son and our Lord Jesus Christ.  May we be known 
for our love for You, and our compassion for others, 
especially the poor and the elderly, the sick and the 
oppressed.  May Alpha be for each of us, a time of 
discovery and enrichment, a place of welcome and 
fellowship, and an opportunity to grow ever closer to you.  
Bless Alpha, bless our parish, bless our families.  We ask 
you this, O Merciful Father, through the power of the 
Holy Spirit, in the name of Jesus Christ our Savior. 
Amen! 

 
This week we also pray for a renewed respect for the 
inherent dignity and worth of every human life as we 
remember the contributions of Rev. Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr. to social justice and the devastating effects of the 
infamous Roe v. Wade decision which legalized abortion.  
We pray for an end to all prejudice and oppression, 
especially those assaults against those who are most 
vulnerable.  Our parish is a proud supporter of Knights 
Women Center, Guiding Star and Sidewalk Advocates as  

 
 
they provide essential support to those women and 
families who are experiencing difficult or unexpected 
pregnancies.  On Monday at 7:00pm, we will gather in 
prayer to remember the work of Martin Luther King in our 
Santo Niño Shrine and on Tuesday at 7:00pm, we will 
gather in our chapel to pray for an end to abortion.  My 
friends, let us pray and work together to build a world 
where the rights and value of each person are not only 
respected but fostered! 
 
Last, but not least, I’d like to thank you for your continued 
prayers and generous support of our parish.  Without your 
donations, we would not be able to fulfill our mission to 
worship our Lord and to share the Good News of His love 
and mercy with others!  For a number of reasons, places of 
worship throughout the country have suffered a decline in 
attendance.  Not so with St. Paul’s!  Thanks to the grace of 
God, we are continuing to grow!  Thank you for inviting 
others to worship with us! 
 
Many charities have likewise reported a decline in 
charitable giving.  This can be attributed to the change in 
the tax laws, the growing secularism and negativity which 
permeates our world and I think for our Church, the clergy 
scandals.  Thanks to you, we did meet our goal for last 
year’s Annual Pastoral Appeal, and we are still on sound 
fiscal ground.  Our offertory last year was approximately 
5% lower (or $100,000) than the previous year.  And yet, I 
am a man of faith and I have great confidence in God and 
your continued fiscal support.  Therefore, we will begin 
work on remodeling our bathrooms in the Church this 
week.  During the construction, the men will be asked to 
use the bathrooms in either the Parish or Family Centers.  
My prayer is that we will be finished before Easter.  The 
renovation will not increase the number of bathrooms (I 
cannot create space) but will make it cleaner and more 
comfortable for all.  If you have any questions, please 
contact our parish manager, Brian Smith.  And thank you 
for your continued generous support.  If you could 
increase your support this coming year or remember us in 
your end of life planning, the parish would be most grateful! 
 
May our beloved Santo Niño bless you and your loved 
ones!   
 

 
 
 
 

Fr. Bill Swengros 
Pastor 
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 “Now the Lord has spoken who formed me as his servant from the womb...” (Isaiah 49:5).   
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https://stpaulcenter.com/product/tampa/  

Are you curious about the 
Catholic faith or have you 

ever thought about becoming 
a Catholic? 

 

The Rite of  Christian Initiation for Adults 
(RCIA) program is just for you! 

 

Adults from all faith traditions, or no religious 
background at all, are welcome to participate in our 
informal meetings to learn more about the Catholic 
Faith.  Join our next initial inquiry session on:  

 

Wednesday, January 22 
7:30pm in the Parish Center 

(Offered in English and Spanish) 
 

Subsequent sessions to follow on: 
February 12, March 25, April 15, May 27,  

June 17 and July 15 
 

Contact Maria Costa at mcosta@stpaulchurch.com 

Rev. Dr. Martin 

Luther King, Jr. 

PRAYER SERVICE 

Monday, January 20  

7:00pm 

Santo Nino Shrine 
 

Sponsored by the St. Paul 
Knights of Columbus 

Council 11211 

DAY OF PRAYER FOR THE LEGAL 
PROTECTION OF CHILDREN  

ADORATION WITH FR. BOB ROMAINE 
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 22   ▪   7:00PM - 9:00PM  

ST. PAUL CHAPEL 

The Marriage Jubilee Mass of 
Thanksgiving with Bishop Gregory Parkes 

will take place at the Cathedral of St. Jude the 
Apostle on Sunday, February 23, 2020 at 

3:00pm.  This event honors couples 
throughout the diocese who will celebrate 25, 
50 or more years of marriage during the 2020 

calendar year.   Please RSVP to the Parish 
Office by Tuesday, February 4th. 

https://stpaulcenter.com/product/tampa/


 

 

Each week people gather on our campus to pray.  Listed below are some of our prayer groups:  

       PRAYER GROUP                           DAY(S) & TIMES 

    Eucharistic Adoration                    Monday through Thursday 8:00am - 8:30pm 
    Rosary (in Church)                      Weekdays after the 7:30am Mass    
    Rosary and Prayer for Vocations (in Church)    Weekdays before the 12:15pm Mass   
    Our Mother of Mercy                    Tuesdays after the 12:15pm Mass   
    Legion of Mary (Español)                 Tuesdays at 7:30pm     
    La Familia (Español)                     2nd Tuesdays at 7:00pm   
    Padre Pio Prayer Group                  4th Wednesday after the 12:15pm Mass   
    Spiritual Mothers                       Thursdays after the 12:15pm Mass    
    Amor de Jesus Grupo de Oración (Español)    Thursdays at 7:30pm      
    Cenáculo de Maria Rosa Mística (Português)   Thursdays      
    Grupo Terco dos Homens (Português)        3rd Thursdays at 7:40pm     
    24-hour Eucharistic Adoration              Friday 8:00am - Saturday 8:30am   
    Rosary and Santo Niño Perpetual Novena     1st Fridays at 7:00pm     
    Sacred Heart Novena Mass                1st Fridays at 7:30pm     
    Nossa Senhora Da Rosa Mistica (Português)    1st, 3rd and 5th Fridays at 8:00pm    
    Cursillo de Cristiandad (Español)            2nd Fridays of every other month    
    Our Lady of Good Health Novena Mass       3rd Fridays at 7:30pm   
    Miraculous Medal Novena                Saturdays after the 8:30am Mass   
    Anointing of the Sick                    2nd Saturday during the 8:30am Mass   
    Our Lady of Peñafrancia                  4th Saturday after the 8:30am Mass  
    Rosary in Latin                         Sundays after the 9:00am Mass in Prayer Room 
    Cenacles of Divine Mercy (Eng, Esp. & Port.)   Various times    
    Fiat (English and Español)                 Various times   

   

 Please contact Laurie Erickson, Director of Ministries, at (813) 961-3023 for more information. 
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 “Now the Lord has spoken who formed me as his servant from the womb...” (Isaiah 49:5).   

 “I hereby declare the Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 be devoted to the celebration, study, and 
 dissemination of  the  word of God.”  
 

                                                 — Pope Francis, Aperuit Illis, 3 

 
Our Holy Father, Pope Francis, has instituted the Sunday of the Word of 
God, to be celebrated annually on the Third Sunday in Ordinary Time. 
For the weekend Masses of January 25-26, we ask you to bring your 
personal or family Bible to Mass with you. We want to emphasize the 
importance of the Bible in Catholic life and encourage one another to 
read and study it as a regular part of our lives as disciples of Jesus. 
During the Mass we will have a commitment and blessing prayer as you 
hold your Bibles. Furthermore, the January 26th bulletin will include a 
pamphlet which will provide you with a lay prayer service to enthrone 
and honor the Bible in your homes.  



 

 

JOB POSTING:  PART-TIME NURSERY CARE GIVER 
 

The St. Paul Nursery is hiring 
one, part-time care giver.  We 
are looking for someone who 
would like to share their love 
and dedication in helping our 
families participate in Mass by 
taking care of their little ones. If 
interested, please contact our Baptism Coordinator, Maria 
Mendez, at (813) 961-3023 or via email at:  
mmendez@stpaulchurch.com. 

ST. PAUL 
NURSERY 

 

The St. Paul Children’s Nursery is open weekly on 
Saturday nights for the 5:30pm Vigil Mass and Sunday 
mornings for the 9:00am and 10:45am Masses.  If you 
would like to utilize the Nursery for a ministry event, 
we invite the ministry leader to please contact Maria 
Mendez at (813) 961-3023.   

 

 

Attention Faith Formation Families! 
 

You are invited to join us during your child's Faith 

Formation class for Breaking Open the Word.  This is 

a casual gathering, in the Family Center (Section 3), 

where we reflect on the Sunday Gospel, share our faith 

and enjoy fellowship with other parents. Refreshments 

will be provided.  Our dates and times are as follows: 
 

Sunday, January 26:  10:15am - 11:30am 

Monday, January 27 :  4:15pm - 5:30pm 

Monday, January 27:  6:00pm - 7:15pm 

Tuesday, January 28:  6:00pm - 7:15pm 
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  St. Paul Faith Formation     
We are rooted in Faith and growing in grace 

God reaches out to us in all kinds of ways. The desire in your 
heart to baptize your child is one of them. The promises you 
make for your child on this day will begin to form your child 
into a faithful follower of Christ. However, the day of baptism 
is only the beginning of this journey. Baptism is indeed a life 
changing event! 
 

The Sacrament of Baptism at St. Paul Catholic Church takes 
place on the first three Saturdays of every month in English and 
the fourth Saturday of every month in Spanish.   If your child 
needs to be baptized please contact our Baptism Coordinator, 
Maria Mendez, at (813) 961-3023 or via email at: 
mmendez@stpaulchurch.com. Parents and Godparents will 
be asked to attend a baptismal preparation class. 

Baptism 

Interested in receiving text messages regarding 
upcoming Youth Group activities and events?   

If YES, please text: 
 

@9bf4c7 to 81010   

St. Paul Tampa Youth Group Instagram Account: 

stpaultampayg 

IMMEDIATE OPENING:  RCIA 
CHILDREN’S MINISTRY CATECHIST 

  

Our RCIA children’s ministry is looking for a catechist/
mentor (at least 18 years old), who is an active Catholic and 
can spiritually walk with young families who are preparing 
their children to receive the sacraments of baptism, 
confirmation and holy communion. The group meets on 
Sundays from 4:00pm to 5:15pm. The current catechists will 
be moving to another town in January; therefore, this 
position needs to be filled immediately.  
 

Is God calling you to assist and be a friend to these 
wonderful families who have already started their journey of 
faith?  Please call (813) 961-3023 and ask to speak with 
Carmen Cayon or Maria Costa, in the Faith Formation 
Office,  for more information. 



 

 

 “Now the Lord has spoken who formed me as his servant from the womb...” (Isaiah 49:5).   

Announcements & St. Paul Catholic Preschool Page 7 

Office: 813-264-3314 ▪ Email: director@stpaulchurch.com 

         License # C HC 110273 

Excellence in Catholic preschool education for over 35 years 

Preschool Open House for 2020-2021 
Tuesday, January 28 

9:00am - 11:00am 
Wednesday, January 29 

9:00am - 11:00am and at 6:00pm 

 

St. Paul Catholic Preschool’s  
Annual Spaghetti Dinner & Silent Auction 

Friday, January 31 
6:00pm -9:00pm in the Family Center 

MARRIED 5 YEARS OR LESS?  
THEN JOIN US FOR A SPECIAL... 

VALENTINE’S DANCE  
ON FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 21st  AT 7:00 P.M. 

IN THE FAMILY CENTER 
 

PLESE RSVP TO MARIA COSTA AT 
MCOSTA@STPAULCHURCH.COM OR  

CALL (813) 961-3023 

Join us in reading the New 
Testament in 2020!   
 

Saturday 1/18 Lk 9:1-7   
Sunday 1/19 Lk 9:18-36 
Monday 1/20 Lk 9:37-62 
Tuesday 1/21 Lk 10:1-24 
Wednesday 1/22 Lk 10:25-42 
Thursday 1/23 Lk 11:1-28 
Friday 1/24 Lk 11:29-54 
Saturday 1/25 Lk 12:1-31 
Sunday 1/26 Lk 12:32-59   

For the full reading list, visit 
www.stpaulchurch.com 

 

For Father Bill’s commentary, 
join our Facebook page: 

www.facebook.com/stpaultpa Dear Families, 

Extended Day has been working on our Dr. Seuss themed 
Spaghetti Dinner decorations. Our class is representing the 
book Oh the Places You’ll Go with look-alike hot air balloons 
from that book.  

Our hot air balloons will be made from paper mâché. We 
prepared for this project by ripping different colored paper 
into small pieces. Ripping paper is great for fine motor skills. 
We mixed one part flour with two parts water for our glue. 
Then we dipped the ripped paper into the glue and placed it 
on a balloon to create the mold. We recognized that the hot 
air balloon from the book follows an “AB” pattern, so the 
children picked their two favorite colors to create their hot air 
balloon. The children were amazed at how hard the molds 
were once it had dried.  

We look forward to seeing the finished decorations at the 
Spaghetti Dinner (which will be catered by Antony’s Coal 
Fired Pizza) on Friday, January 31st. We hope to see you there! 

          — Gabrielle Ruiz, Extended Day Lead Teacher 

NOTATION OF  
2020 CALENDAR 
CORRECTIONS 

 

For those who obtained a 
2020 St. Paul Catholic 
Church Calendar, please 
mark your calendars with the 
following corrections: 
 

 Martin Luther King, Jr. Day was listed on Monday, 
January 13.  The correct date is Monday, January 20.   

 On February 15, the start time for the Scott Hahn event is 
listed as 8:30pm.  The correct start time is 8:30am. 

 The Holy Days of Obligation were not denoted by an 
“H”.  The Holy Days of Obligation for 2020 are: 
• Mary, Mother of God (January 1) 
• Ascension of the Lord [since 2000, it is transferred 

to Sunday in Florida] (May 24) 
• Assumption of Mary (August 15) 
• All Saints (November 1) 
• Immaculate Conception [patronal feast of the USA] 

(December 8) 
• Nativity of the Lord [Christmas] (December 25) 

 Ash Wednesday (February 26) and Good Friday (April 
10) are obligatory days of fasting and abstinence. 

 The following Fridays in 2020 are obligatory days of 
abstinence:  February 28, March 6, March 13, March 20, 
March 27 and April 3. 



 

 

 

Saturday, January 18, 2020 
8:30am    Cedric Ramones (int.) 
5:30pm    Elizabeth Theresa Monasa (int.) 
7:30pm CH  Gilbert and Lorelei Uy (int.) 
7:30pm PC  Chris Connell † 
 

Sunday, January 19, 2020 
Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 
7:30am    Pat and Patrick Seery † 
9:00am     Medina Ortega Family (int.) 
10:45am     Laurenceau Family † 
12:30pm     Max Zambrano † 
2:00pm    Carlos and Juana Celaya (int.) 
4:30pm    St. Paul Parishioners (int.) 
 

Monday, January 20, 2020 
Saint Fabian, Pope and Martyr; Saint Sebastian, Martyr 
7:30am     Rene Almengual †  
12:15pm   Danny McQuillan † 
   

Tuesday, January 21, 2020 
Memorial of Saint Agnes, Virgin and Martyr 
7:30am    Teresa M. Neubert † 
12:15pm    Jose Rodriguez † 
  

Wednesday, January 22, 2020 
Day of Prayer for the Legal Protection of Unborn Children 
7:30am    Consecrated Life and Priestly Vocations (int.)   
12:30pm   Maria and Joseph Rys †  
   

Thursday, January 23, 2020 
Saint Vincent, Deacon and Martyr; Saint Marianne Cope, Virgin 
7:30am    John Simonelli † 
12:15pm   Paul J. Gonzalez III † 
 

Friday, January 24, 2020 
Memorial of Saint Francis de Sales, Bishop and Doctor of the 
Church 
7:30am    Elizabeth Todd † 
12:15pm   Agnes Pontez † 
7:30pm    Aurora Vazquez † 
 

Saturday, January 25, 2020 
Feast of the Conversion of Saint Paul, Apostle 
8:30am    Richard Czarnecki †    
5:30pm    David and John Parker † 
7:30pm     Antonio Tadeu de Carvalho † 
 

Sunday, January 26, 2020 
Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 
7:30am    Balteira Rodriguez (int.) 
9:00am     Jose Rodriguez † 
10:45am     St. Paul Parishioners (int.) 
12:30pm     Steve McGill † 
2:00pm    Rafael and Caridad Lopez (int.) 
5:30pm    John Parker † 
 
*KEY:  CH = Main Church  PC = Parish Center 
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Pope Francis: “... Mary is a mother who contemplates her 
child and shows him to every visitor. The 
figure of Mary makes us reflect on the 
great mystery that surrounded this young 
woman when God knocked on the door 
of her immaculate heart. Mary responded 

in complete obedience to the message of the angel who asked 
her to become the Mother of God. Her words, “Behold I am 
the handmaid of the Lord; let it be to me according to your 
word” (Lk 1:38), show all of us how to abandon ourselves in 
faith to God’s will. By her “fiat”, Mary became the mother of 
God’s Son, not losing but, thanks to him, consecrating her 
virginity. In her, we see the Mother of God who does not 
keep her Son only to herself, but invites everyone to obey his 
word and to put it into practice (cf. Jn 2:5). 

At Mary’s side, shown protecting the Child and his Mother, 
stands Saint Joseph. He is usually depicted with staff in hand, 
or holding up a lamp. Saint Joseph plays an important role in 
the life of Jesus and Mary. He is the guardian who tirelessly 
protects his family. When God warned him of Herod’s threat, 
he did not hesitate to set out and flee to Egypt (cf. Mt 2:13-
15). And once the danger had passed, he brought the family 
back to Nazareth, where he was to be the first teacher of Jesus 
as a boy and then as a young man. Joseph treasured in his 
heart the great mystery surrounding Jesus and Mary his 
spouse; as a just man, he entrusted himself always to God’s 
will, and put it into practice” (Pope Francis, Apostolic Letter 
Admirabile signum, 1 December 2019, n. 7). 

Sunday  Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 Is 49:3, 5-6; Ps 40:2, 4, 7-8, 8-9,10; 1 Cor 1:1-3; Jn 1:29-34 

Monday 1 Sm 15:16-23; Ps 50:8-9, 16bc-17, 21 and 23;  

 Mk 2:18-22 

Tuesday 1 Sm 16:1-13; Ps 89:20, 21-22, 27-28; Mk 2:23-28 

Wednesday 1 Sm 17:32-33, 37, 40-51; Ps 144:1b, 2, 9-10; Mk 3:1-6 

Thursday 1 Sm 18:6-9, 19:1-7; Ps 56:2-3, 9-10a, 10b-11, 12-13; 

 Mk 3:7-12 

Friday 1 Sm 24:3-21; Ps 57:2, 3-4, 6 and 11; Mk 3:13-19 

Saturday Acts 22:3-16 or Acts 9:1-22; Ps 117:1bc, 2; Mk 16:15-18 

Sunday Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 Is 8:23—9:3; Ps 27:1, 4, 13-14; 1 Cor 1:10-13, 17;  

 Mt 4:12-23 or Mt 4:12-17 

We pray for the repose of the souls of those 
recently departed: Paul Gonzalez, Julio Herrera, 
Pauline Hammond, Dr. Sam Ferreri, John Parker, 
Mary Kay Phelps, Robert Michael Mulroy, Dennis 
Walker, Kimtan Nguyen, Victor Meza-Mercado, 

Eric Christopher Reheiser and Eugene Fernandez. 
 
 

Please remember in your prayers those with various 
health needs: Jan Jenkins, Patricia Smith, Jaime Zambrano, 
Mary Garcia, Allan Garcia, Frank Loscalzo, Doreen Miller, 
Leelah Sharma, Anne Marie Q. and Nancy H. Cramer. 
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 “Now the Lord has spoken who formed me as his servant from the womb...” (Isaiah 49:5).   

Looking Ahead! January 19:  4:30pm 
Santo Niño Festival Mass, Sinulog and 
Reception in Family Center after Mass. 
There is no 5:30pm Mass this day!   
January 20:  Martin Luther King Day - 
7:00pm Prayer Service, Santo Niño Shrine; 

January 22: 7:00pm Prayer Service for Protection of Human 
Life in Chapel; January 23: 1:00pm and 7:00pm Alpha in 
English; January 24: 4th Friday Spanish Mass - 7:00pm 
Rosary, 7:30pm Mass, Reception in Parish Center after Mass; 
January 25: 5:00pm Alpha in Portuguese; January 26:  
3:00pm Alpha in Spanish; January 26: 6:30pm - Alpha for 
Teens; January 26 - February 1: Catholic Schools Week; 
January 31: Preschool Annual Spaghetti Dinner, 6:00pm - 
9:00pm at Family Center.  Please mark your calendars! 

Saints of God:  Thursday is the feast of St. Marianne Cope, 
OSF, (1838-1918), a born leader and true 
daughter of St. Francis of Assisi. Her family 
immigrated from Germany to the United States 
when she was only one year of age.  Growing up 
in Utica, New York, she left school to help 
support her large family when her father became 
disabled.  At the age of 24, she was finally able 

to join the Sisters of the Third Order of Saint Francis.  Gifted 
with natural leadership abilities, she was appointed twice as the 
novice mistress of her congregation and three times as the 
superior of St. Joseph's Hospital in Syracuse.  Her Franciscan 
love for the poor led her to volunteer to go to Hawaii to take 
care of Fr. Damien and his lepers. She was finally stationed in 
Molokai, where she brought education and happiness to the 
leper colony. She died in 1918 of a heart attack, never having 
contracted leprosy.  Mother Marianne Cope, pray for us!  

First Aid: The church’s First Aid kit and AED are located in 
the minister’s room.  The Parish Center has a First 
Aid kit in the kitchen and the AED is located by 
the bathrooms.  The Family Center First Aid kit 
and AED are in the kitchen.  If you use them, 

please let a staff person know so that they can be retocked 
and secured.  It will also help us to ensure that our church is 
always a safe environment.  Thank you. 

Deo Gratis:  We thank everyone who helped 

over the past weeks to make this year’s Santo 

Niño Novena and Festival celebrations such a 

huge success!  It is such a blessing for us as a 

parish to host such an amazing devotion.  Pit 

Senyor!  Also, thank you for sharing bulletins from your travels 

with us.  We love reading how God is blessing our sister 

parishes!  This week we received them from California, 

Indiana, Michigan, and Florida.    

Ask It Basket: “What’s the story with the Pan-
Amazon Synod?”  The best way to learn a out 
the synod is simply to read what the Holy 
Father said about it (http://www.vatican.va/

content/francesco/en/speeches/2019/october/documents/
papa-francesco_20191026_chiusura-sinodo.html).  In addition 
to the recommendations I shared in previous bulletins, the 
Synod also recommended new structures for addressing 
regional needs, an openness to new rites or forms of 
inculturation.  So what is the next step?  Normally the Holy 
Father would present a “post-synodal exhortation” in which 
he will present what he feels are the salient points raised by 
the Synod and how they will be addressed.  These may be 
followed by decrees which implement these 
recommendations.  Pope Francis has demonstrated great 
confidence so my guess would be that he will immediately 
implement some of the recommendations and remand the 
others for further study.  Do I foresee big changes?  Yes and 
no.  As our Holy Father has often stated, the Church is 
constantly changing ... we are alive and growing and adopting 
to changing needs.  This is not to be feared but welcomed.  
Authentic growth is organic and would build unity within the 
Church and with our sister Orthodox churches.  Next week 
I’ll discuss the problem of “fake news” and the presence of 
the goddess.  (If you have a question for the Ask It Basket, 
please send an email to Father Bill Swengros at 
frbill@stpaulchurch.com).  

Mass Appeal: The immediate preparations 
for Mass are so very important.  For many 
families, getting ready for church and the 
actual drive to church are really occasions of 
sin rather than grace!  The fight to get 

everyone out of bed, washed, dressed, fed, and out the door ... 
let alone the harried drive and rush to find a parking place, can 
leave us ill-prepared for our encounter with the Prince of 
Peace.  No wonder why we do not look forward all week to 
come to Mass!  When we do come, we are often too frustrated 
and upset to really be present to the Lord!  For this reason, I 
encourage you to give yourself and your family more than 
enough time to prepare for Mass without stress AND to arrive 
EARLY so that you have at least 10 minutes to sit in the 
Church and quietly prepare to celebrate the Sacred Mysteries.  
Likewise, after Mass, sit for a few moments after the last song 
in silence before heading to the Family Center for 
refreshments or the parking lot.  Allow the graces received to 
settle in before you continue your day.  Let your time at Mass 
be your oasis of peace and joy in the Lord!   

Thought for the Day: “He has become so small --- you see: 
a Child! --- so that you can approach Him with confidence.”  

                       – St. Josemaria Escriva 

Words of Wisdom:  You are noted for your love of the 
Child Jesus, “el Santo Niño.” Carry Him always in your hearts, 
“glorify Him and bear Him in your bodies” so that His virtues 
may shine forth in your lives, and give light to all men, “that 
they may see your good works, and give glory to your Father 
in Heaven.”  
                             – St. Paul VI  
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“IN THE WILDFLOWERS” RETREAT 
 

“In the Wildflowers” is for women 

who have suffered childhood sexual 

abuse.  This is a 10-week, Christ-

centered, private retreat. If you are 

interested in participating in this 

women’s retreat, please contact 

Cathy Hayter at (813) 843-8969 or send a message via email 

to: inthewildflowers@stpaulchurch.com or visit our 

website at:  www.wildflowersretreat.org.   Parish Website:  www.stpaulchurch.com 

 
 
 
The Respect Life Ministry meets the fourth Tuesday of each 
month.   Join us in the new year!  Our next meeting is on 

Tuesday, January 28, 2020, at 7:30pm in the Parish 
Center.  New members are always welcome!   

For more information contact Carol Breland at: 
respectlife@stpaulchurch.com or see our webpage at 

stpaulchurch.com under Ministries of Mercy.     

/// /// ///   JAMAICA MISSION   /// /// /// 

DONATIONS NEEDED! 

 

On February 3rd, 2020, a group of 25 volunteers, from our 
parish, will be traveling to Kingston, Jamaica, on a mission to 
serve the poorest of the poor alongside the Missionaries of 
the Poor. 
 

The Missionaries of the Poor have asked us to bring the 
following items: 

• Women’s Underwear (S, M, L) 
• Men’s Briefs (S, M, L) 
• Men’s White T-Shirts (S, M, L) 
• Long Pants (Khaki) (sizes - 30, 32, 34, 36, 38) 
• Colored T-Shirts & Shorts 
• Toiletries (soap, toothpaste, deodorant, lotion, 

shampoo, baby oil & powder, razors) 
 

Our ministry will be collecting these items after all Masses 
on January 25 and 26, 2020.  Please bring your donations to 
Mass during this weekend.  Thank you very much for your 
help.  May God continue to bless you and your families! 

 

For more information, please contact 
jamaicamission@stpaulchurch.com 

DAVE RAMSEY’S  
FINANCIAL PEACE  

UNIVERSITY WORKSHOPS 

Starting January 21, 2020 
Tuesday Evening Sessions 

7:30pm to 9:00pm 
Family Center - Section 2 

Fee:  $99 
 

The St. Paul Financial Peace University Workshops 
will be held weekly on Tuesday nights from January 
21 - March 17, 2020.  The $99 registration fee 
includes a workbook and one year membership to 
FPU Online.  The registration deadline is Sunday, 
January 19, 2020.  To register, navigate to the online 
link at:  https://fpu.com/1098620   

ST. PADRE PIO PRAYER GROUP 

 
The St. Padre Pio Prayer Group will hold their 

next meeting on Wednesday, January 22 after the 

12:15pm Mass.  The group will meet in the Prayer 

Room. For more information, please email: 

padrepio@stpaulchurch.com 

mailto:respectlife@stpaulchurch.com
mailto:padrepio@stpaulchurch.com
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Something Missing? There are a number of 
couples in our parish who are living in irregular 
marriages or marriages which have not been 
blessed in the Church.  Remember, it is not 
sufficient for Catholics to be civilly married or 
married in a non-Catholic church.  For validity, 

Catholics must be married in a ceremony recognized by the 
Church.  Don’t wait.  We’re here to help! If nether of you was 
previously divorced, contact Maria Costa at the Parish Office 
at (813) 961-3023 to have your marriage convalidated.  It is 
very easy and won’t take much of your time.  If you or your 
spouse were previously divorced, contact Maria or the priest or 
deacon of your choosing to start the “annulment” process so 
that, hopefully, your present marriage can be convalidated.  Let 
us help you!  

 “Now the Lord has spoken who formed me as his servant from the womb...” (Isaiah 49:5).   

The St. Francis of Assisi Ministry continues to accept 

prayer requests from those who are coping with the loss of a 
pet or struggling with their pet’s illness. Please submit prayer 
request(s) via email to the ministry at the following e-address:  
st-francis-ministry@stpaulchurch.com 

St. Vincent de Paul Society 
Pantry Hours 

Monday & Thursday 9:00am - 12:00pm    
Assistance Line: (813) 264-3325  

 

Jesus specifically said “feed the hungry”.  With your continued 
food and monetary donations, we will ensure that the hungry 
in our neighborhood, that come to our pantry, are fed. 
 

If you would like to help, food donations to the St. Vincent 
de Paul Food Pantry can be left in the marked baskets in the 
church Narthex.  Monetary donations can be dropped in the 
Poor Box, located in the Narthex. Please make sure to specify 
SVDP in the memo line for check donations or you may use 
an offertory envelope for cash donations and label it SVDP.   
       

Thank you for your generosity! ~ SVDP Society 
 

Pantry Wish List This Week: 
Tuna, Chili and Canned Meat 

 

 

*Please note we are unable to use expired items* 

 

Pray the 
Rosary 
in Latin 

Sunday  
Mornings 
10:15am 

Prayer Room 

 

• Thursday, January 23:  Career Networking, Social 
Media, Interview Anxiety Reduction 

 

• Thursday, January 30:  Writing and Explaining 
Accomplishments 

 

• Thursday, February 6:  Writing 21st Century Resumes 

WEEKLY MEETINGS ARE HELD ON THURSDAYS, 
8:30AM - 11:30AM IN THE ST. MICHAEL BUILDING 

Legal Consultation and Referral Service  
Every Monday by appointment only 

  Please call (813) 961-3023 

Divorced and Separated Support Group 
This ministry provides caring support for both women and 
men experiencing separation or divorce.  The group meets 
every Friday night at 7:30pm in the St. Paul Parish Center, 
Room C.  No charges or fees.  All are welcome!  For more 
information, please call Don Hemke at (813) 205-1735. 

Counseling Services 
Offered by Dr. Pat Berne 

Please call (813) 961-3023 to make an appointment 

AA Meetings:  Do you feel your life is out of control?  Is 
Alcohol ruining your life?  Help is here!  Our parish is blessed 
to host weekly Alcoholics Anonymous meetings every 
Wednesday at 8:15pm in the St Michael Building.  For 
more information, call (813) 933-9123.  May God bless you! 

Apostles of  the Eucharist - Young Adults 
(Ages 18 - 27) 

 

Join us Friday evenings for Eucharistic Adoration, formation, 
discussions and/or speakers and social time. Please send an 
email to: merimee@verizon.net to be added to the 
ministry’s email list…. or join our Instagram or Facebook 
page.   We also meet for social events, service projects, bible 
study, etc. each month. We will have a special guest speaker 
on Friday, January 24.  Teresa Peterson, Executive Director of 
Communications for our diocese will be joining us.  We hope 
you can be there to meet her!  See you then! 

mailto:merimee@veizon.net
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Leave a LEGACY… By including St. Paul Catholic 

Church in your will is most appreciated.  There can be 

many advantages to leaving a gift in this way.  Naming our 

parish as an entity in your will, trust, or as a beneficiary on 

a life insurance policy is a way for any parishioner to bless 

future generations through a legacy gift and support the 

ministry of the church.  For additional information please 

call our Parish Manager, Brian Smith, at (813) 961-3023 or 

send an e-mail to: bsmith@stpaulchurch.com. 

Sign up for Online Giving!   
It’s simple and convenient.   

Go to stpaulchurch.com, and click on the Online Giving 
link for more info on how to sign up.   

DID YOU KNOW? 

This section of the bulletin has been dedicated to share 
a bit of financial information with the community.  It 
should go without saying that we are all blessed. We 
are all part of a beautiful, faith community here at St. 
Paul’s. For a time, we shared weekly offertory numbers 
in this section of  the bulletin (for example, last week 
we took in $28,931 in the baskets and mail).  At this point 
in time we also want to share other financial 
information to help paint a clearer picture of where we 
stand. While our attendance is still above last year, our 
offertory is down for the year as our expenses continue 
to rise. Last week’s collection did not cover all of our 
insurance bills for the month (buildings, property, 
health insurance for staff, equipment and more).  For 
our community to continue to grow, we will need your 
support.  Thank you for your continued generosity! 

Coffee & Donuts 

Your Host Today:  

Council of  Catholic Women 

Just about every day of the week you will see a group of 
these wonderful ladies serving at functions at the parish 
in so many different capacities.  They are the sponsors 
of the Giving Tree, bake sales, Seder supper, St. Joseph 
Day, receptions, and so much more!  Where there is a 
need, they can be found. They are easily recognizable in 
their blue shirts.  In addition to their serving the parish, 
they meet as a group to enrich their spiritual growth 
and friendships.  Please stop by and say THANK YOU to 
these wonderful ladies, and get more information about 
joining the CCW.   
 

For More Info Contact: 

Connie Ash 

catholicwomen@stpaulchurch.com 

A Stewardship Moment … 
 

Today’s readings provide clear and inspiring reminders 

of the most fundamental aspect of our identity — that 

of servants of our most high and holy God, His modern-

day disciples and stewards. 

 

John the Baptist recognized the holiness of Jesus and the 

response due to  Him when he encountered Christ in 

person on the day they met at the Jordan River. His 

response, which we read in our Gospel passage from St. 

John was,  “Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away 

the sin of the world… He is the one of whom I said, ‘A 

man is coming after me who ranks ahead of me because 

he existed before me.’”  

 

What a powerful description of our Lord and the place 

He should rightfully have in each of our lives. He is truly 

our Savior, the only one who can free us from our 

sinfulness. We are utterly and completely dependent on 

His power, love and mercy. Therefore He truly does 

“rank ahead” of us; he deserves to be first, above all 

other priorities and plans in our lives. Let us examine our 

daily lives and encourage our children to do the same.  

 

Does the way I spend my time reflect that God comes 

first? Do prayer and weekly Mass, regular confession and 

time with my family “rank ahead” of everything else on 

my calendar? Do I use my talents, skills and energy to 

serve my family, parish and community in thanksgiving 

and recognition that God’s kingdom ranks ahead of any 

other goals or ambitions?  Do I spend my money and 

use my material possessions so as to glorify God?  

 

Challenge questions, to be sure. But, questions 

worthy of our high calling as Christian stewards 

offered a glorious mission in service of our Lord and 

His kingdom. What will our response be? 

mailto:mmaloney@stpaulchurch.com


 

 

 
I. Isaiah 49:3, 5-6  Second Song of 
the Suffering Servant 
 
Reflection:   There are four songs f the 
Suffering Servant; this is part of the 
Second Song.  I urge you to read the 
entirety, 49:1-7.  The text identifies 
Israel as the "Servant" of God;  but it is 
possible that the readers would identify 
the individual whom  God called in his 
mother's womb (49:1) with Israel, just 
as later Christians were to identify Jesus 
with the Church, as God's Holy People.  
The community at Qumran understood 
this text as being Messianic, or as 
having salvific import, by marking a 
marginal "X" in their text, as the sign of 
salvation (cf. Ezekiel 9:4).  Notice that 
salvation is anticipated not only for 
Jews, but for all nations, to the farthest 
corner of the world.   
 
 
II. 1 Corinthians 1:1-3  Paul 
Promoted Unity within the Church 
 
Reflection:  From now to Lent, we will 
be reading St. Paul's first letter to the 

Corinthians.  I suggest that you read the 
first two chapters together, so that you 
will be able to put the shorter readings 
in perspective.  Today we read only the 
greeting, recognizing that the letter is 
from Paul and Sosthenes.  Note that St. 
Paul identifies himself as an "apostle," 
having been called by God.  An 
"apostle" is "one who is sent," having 
the Greek root "apo-" (from)  and 
"stello" (I send).  Notice that they are 
sending the letter to those "called to be 
saints," which really mans “those called 
to holiness.”   Notice also the universal 
extent of those with whom St. Paul is 
identifying the recipients...all those  who 
call on the Lord.  There is a hint of 
"universalism" here, as was reflected in 
Isaiah above. 
 
 
III. John 1:29-34 Another Baptism 
Story. 
  
Reflection:   Here we read version of 
Jesus baptism, by an evangelist writing 
from a different tradition than Matthew, 
Mark or Luke.  We see, however, 
significant similarities.  Remember, 
John the Baptizer had been referred to 
in the Prologue of John’s Gospel, only 
14 verses earlier.  More importantly, the 

Fourth Evangelist wants there to be no 
uncertainty that 1) John was the 
precursor of Jesus and proclaimed him 
as God's Chosen One (see first 
reading); and 2) while John baptized 
with water, Jesus would baptize with 
the Spirit.  He testified to the fact that 
he saw the Spirit come down from 
Heaven "like a dove" and rest on Jesus; 
and, further, he had been instructed by 
God that this was the way the Messiah 
would be recognized.  Thus, the 
Evangelist begins his account of the 
Lord in a way that leaves no questions 
about who he is talking about. It is 
from readings like this that the Church 
understands the effect of Baptism.  As 
it is a rite of initiation into the People of 
God, it also brings the Spirit into our 
lives.  This is how we, too, should be 
recognized, as those whose lives reflect 
the presence of the Holy Spirit, in 
bringing the Gospel to everyone 
through our daily actions in the 
marketplace, neighborhood and 
families.  † 
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 “Now the Lord has spoken who formed me as his servant from the womb...” (Isaiah 49:5).   

Faith in Action:  “Now the Lord has spoken who 
formed me as his servant from the womb...” (Isaiah 
49:5).  God has given each of us different gifts. In 
order for God’s plan to work, you have to do what 

God is calling you to do, and I have to do what God is calling 
me to do. And guess what? God has given each of us a 
different plan! So, stop comparing yourself to others. Don’t let 
envy and jealousy enter your life. Be thankful for the gifts God 
has given you and generously share them with others.  

Due to copyright restrictions, we are not 
able to print the Scriptures with the 

Reflections of Dr. Jack Conroy.   

Living Faith: For me, the Feast of Santo 
Niño is an important reminder of our belief 
in the Incarnation of God.  He reminds us 

of our need to be childlike in our faith, with hearts of full of 
peace, joy, and love.  He reminds us have complete trust in 
our Heavenly Father and to be obedient sons and daughters.  
What does Santo Niño mean to you?  

On a Lighter Note:  Two old friends met one 

day after many years. One attended college, and 

now was very successful. The other had not 

attended college and never had much ambition. 

The successful one said, "How has everything been going with 

you?" "Well, one day I opened the Bible at random, and 

dropped my finger on a word and it was oil. So, I invested in 

oil, and boy, did the oil wells gush. Then another day I 

dropped my finger on another word and it was gold. So, I 

invested in gold and those mines really produced. Now, I'm as 

rich as Rockefeller."  The successful friend was so impressed 

that he rushed to his hotel, grabbed a Gideon Bible, flipped it 

open, and dropped his finger on a page. He opened his eyes 

and his finger rested on the words, "Chapter Eleven." 

Please Note: We strive to accommodate those with special 
needs.  If you have a special need, please contact the 
Minsters of Hospitality prior to the Mass so that we 
may assist you. A priest, deacon, or Extraordinary 
Minister of Communion will gladly bring the 

Eucharist to you.  Let us know how we may serve you better! 

www.facebook.com/stpaultpa 


