
 

 

"Formed by Word and Sacrament, we, the people of St. Paul Catholic Church,  
are a Spirit-led, Eucharist-centered, vibrant multicultural Christian community of faith, living our love for 

God and neighbor while growing together as disciples of Christ." 

 Third Sunday in Ordinary Time                            Sunday, January 26, 2020 

 

 
WEEKEND MASSES 

 

Saturday Vigil Masses 
5:30pm   

Missa em Português: 7:30pm 
 

Sunday Masses 
7:30am, 9:00am, 10:45am,  

12:30pm, 5:30pm 
Misa en Español:  2:00pm  

 

WEEKDAY MASSES 

Monday through Friday 
7:30am and 12:15pm 

 

Saturday Masses 
8:30am Mass 

(Morning Prayer and  
Benediction 8:10am) 

 

First Friday Mass 7:30pm 
Third Friday Mass 7:30pm 

*Fourth Friday Mass 7:30pm  
*(en Español) 

 

Reconciliation (Confession) 
Monday to Friday 11:30am - Noon 
Saturdays at 10:00am and 4:00pm  

or upon request 
 

Eucharistic Adoration  
Monday to Thursday 

8:00am to 8:30pm 
Compline & Benediction  

 

Friday 8:00am to  
Saturday 8:30am Mass 

 

Morning Prayer 
Monday - Friday 7:10am 

Saturday 8:10am 

 

Anointing of the Sick 
Every Second Saturday  
of the Month at 8:30am 

 

Church Office Hours: 
Monday - Friday 8:00am to 4:00pm 

 

Website: 
www.stpaulchurch.com 

 

Contact us at: 
info@stpaulchurch.com 

 
 

St. Paul Catholic Church 
and Preschool 

 

www.stpaulchurch.com 

12708 North Dale Mabry Highway, Tampa, Florida  33618-2802     
Phone  (813) 961-3023  †  Fax  (813) 962-8780  
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“I hereby declare 

the Third Sunday 

in Ordinary Time 

 be devoted to the 

celebration, study, 

and  dissemination 

of  the word of 

God.”                                         
 

— Pope Francis 
Aperuit Illis, 3 



 

 

My Dear Friends, 
 

Today, for the first time in history, we are celebrating “Sunday of the Word of 
God,” instituted by Pope Francis, in his apostolic letter of last September 
entitled “Aperuit Illis.”  In doing so, our Holy Father reminds us that 
“Ignorance of the Scriptures is ignorance of Christ” (St. Jerome).  His prayer 
is that today’s celebration would “enable the Church to experience anew how 
the risen Lord opens up for us the treasury of His Word and enables us to 
proclaim its unfathomable riches before the world.”   
 

In accord with His desire, we have chosen to promote reading “The New 
Testament in 20/20” this year (you can pickup a reading list for the year in the 
Church Narthex or view on our website) and are highlighting today the 
importance of the Word of God by enthroning the Book of Gospels, 
commissioning our lectors and blessing your bibles at every Mass.  
Furthermore, representatives of our diverse bible studies are in the Narthex to 
answer your questions and to invite you to join them.  I also encourage you to 
go to daily Mass and you are invited to join me and fellow Catholics in a 
reflection on each day’s reading from “The New Testament in 20/20” on my 
Facebook page.  Finally, in this bulletin, you will find the Rite of 
Enthronement for your bible at home!  My prayer and the prayer of our Holy 
Father is that we may all grow in appreciation for the Word of God and may 
truly hear Him speak to us each time His Word is proclaimed! 
 

I’m so excited that Alpha is finally here!  What is Alpha?  It is an incredible 
opportunity to grow in your faith, to have a personal encounter with the Lord, 
and to raise questions, concerns, doubts and fears that may linger in your 
heart in a safe and welcoming environment.  It is for on-fire Catholics, 
lukewarm Catholics, non-Catholics, and people with doubts and questions.  In 
summary, it is for you!  The first of eleven sessions took place on Thursday 
and they were a huge success.  The sessions in Portuguese and Spanish and  
one for  teens all begin this weekend.  Praise God!  If you have not yet signed 
up, there still may be a chance!  Please write alpha@stpaulchurch.com.  My 
prayer is that the entire parish will become “Alpha-betized!” 
 

On another note, today begins Catholic Schools Week.  Catholic Schools 
began in the United States in response to the need to provide a quality 
Catholic education to our young people.  It was especially helpful to the new 
immigrants from throughout the world as they sought to provide a better 
future for their children through exceptional Catholic education.  That is still 
our goal.  In our diocese, we are blest with a Catholic University, several 
Catholic High Schools and many Catholic Elementary Schools and 
Preschools.  Here at St. Paul, we are particularly blest with our incredible 
Preschool.  Working in partnership with our wonderful families, we strive to 
provide the optimal environment and learning experiences for our children to 
develop their full potential intellectually, emotionally, physically, and 
spiritually.  Our Preschool is truly a blessing to us all!  If you are interested in 
more information or would like to tour our school, please call Abbie or Mindy 
at (813) 264-3314. 
 

Know you are in my prayers as we continue to grow courageously together in 
faith, 

 
 
 

Fr. Bill Swengros 
Pastor 
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We’re here to serve you! 
 

Clergy 
Fr. Bill Swengros    Pastor 
Fr. Robert Romaine  Parochial Vicar 
Fr. Ambrose  
Kadambukatt, OCD Parochial Vicar  
Deacon Carlos Celaya  RCIA 
Deacon Ray Dever     Mental Health Support 
Deacon Frank Henriquez  Ministry to Homebound  
  and  Nursing Homes  
Deacon Rich Spiro   
 

Faith Formation 
Carmen Cayon Director 
Maria Costa                 RCIA, Marriage Prep, 
 Adult  Confirmation, 
 Quinceañeras 
Sonia Eberhardt         K-5 Faith Formation  
 Coordinator, 1st Holy 
 Communion Prep 
Maria Mendez Baptism and 
 FORMED® Coordinator   
Silvia Rivera               Religious Education 
 Assistant (Records) 
Andy Gotsch    High School Youth 
 Minister 
Theresa Adams          Middle School Youth
 Minister 
 

Preschool 
Abbie Johnson            Director 
Mindy Geer                Assistant Director 
 

Liturgy 
Mary Gant                   Music Director 
Elizabeth Hays           Liturgist, Bereavement 
 Minister 
 

Parish Support 
Brian Smith       Parish Manager  
Laurie Erickson Director of Ministries 
Louis Gobin Accountant 
Barbara Gray               Pastoral Administrative 
  Assistant (Scheduling)     
Sam Mathai                Maintenance 
Charles Yezak, Jr.        Director of 
 Communications  

 

www.stpaulchurch.com 
 

www.facebook.com/stpaultpa 
 

info@stpaulchurch.com 

 
Our Vision Statement:  

“Growing Together as Disciples 
of Christ.” 

 
Front Cover Photo Credits:  Charles Yezak, Jr. 

http://www.StPaulChurch.com
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“He called them, and immediately they left their boat and their father and followed Him” (Mt 4:22).   

 

The event will begin with the Celebration of 

the Holy Mass at 8:30am.  Dr. Hahn will then 

enlighten us with two talks:  “The Road to 

Emmaus and Ongoing Conversion” and 

“Silent Night, Holy Knight:  St. Joseph and 

the Holy Family. 

https://stpaulcenter.com/product/tampa/  

 

St. Paul Catholic Preschool’s Annual 
Spaghetti Dinner & Silent Auction 

Friday, January 31  ▪  6:00pm - 9:00pm    
St. Paul Family Center 

Tickets: $10/Adult, $5/child (ages 2 - 12) 
(Maximum immediate family cost $30) 

 

• Tickets are available in advance from the Preschool Office or at the door on the 
day of the event.   

• Remember to bring cash or checks for the bake sale and the 50/50 raffle. 
• The Spaghetti Dinner will be catered this year by Anthony’s Coal Fired Pizza.   
• The menu will include spaghetti, salad and bread.  Take-out meals are also available.  

 
If you have questions, please contact Monica Bliss at mbliss@stpaulchurch.com 

https://stpaulcenter.com/product/tampa/


 

 

JOB POSTING:  PART-TIME NURSERY CARE GIVER 
 

The St. Paul Nursery is hiring 
one, part-time care giver.  We 
are looking for someone who 
would like to share their love 
and dedication in helping our 
families participate in Mass by 
taking care of their little ones. If 
interested, please contact our Baptism Coordinator, Maria 
Mendez, at (813) 961-3023 or via email at:  
mmendez@stpaulchurch.com. 

ST. PAUL 
NURSERY 

 

The St. Paul Children’s Nursery is open weekly on 
Saturday nights for the 5:30pm Vigil Mass and Sunday 
mornings for the 9:00am and 10:45am Masses.  If you 
would like to utilize the Nursery for a ministry event, 
we invite the ministry leader to please contact Maria 
Mendez at (813) 961-3023.   

 

 

Attention Faith Formation Families! 
 

You are invited to join us during your child's Faith 

Formation class for Breaking Open the Word.  This is 

a casual gathering, in the Family Center (Section 3), 

where we reflect on the Sunday Gospel, share our faith 

and enjoy fellowship with other parents. Refreshments 

will be provided.  Our dates and times are as follows: 
 

Sunday, January 26:  10:15am - 11:30am 

Monday, January 27 :  4:15pm - 5:30pm 

Monday, January 27:  6:00pm - 7:15pm 

Tuesday, January 28:  6:00pm - 7:15pm 
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  St. Paul Faith Formation     
We are rooted in Faith and growing in grace 

God reaches out to us in all kinds of ways. The desire in your 
heart to baptize your child is one of them. The promises you 
make for your child on this day will begin to form your child 
into a faithful follower of Christ. However, the day of baptism 
is only the beginning of this journey. Baptism is indeed a life 
changing event! 
 

The Sacrament of Baptism at St. Paul Catholic Church takes 
place on the first three Saturdays of every month in English and 
the fourth Saturday of every month in Spanish.   If your child 
needs to be baptized please contact our Baptism Coordinator, 
Maria Mendez, at (813) 961-3023 or via email at: 
mmendez@stpaulchurch.com. Parents and Godparents will 
be asked to attend a baptismal preparation class. 

Baptism 

Interested in receiving text messages regarding 
upcoming Youth Group activities and events?   

If YES, please text: 
 

@9bf4c7 to 81010   

St. Paul Tampa Youth Group Instagram Account: 

stpaultampayg 

IMMEDIATE OPENING:  RCIA 
CHILDREN’S MINISTRY CATECHIST 

  

Our RCIA children’s ministry is looking for a catechist/
mentor (at least 18 years old), who is an active Catholic and 
can spiritually walk with young families who are preparing 
their children to receive the sacraments of baptism, 
confirmation and holy communion. The group meets on 
Sundays from 4:00pm to 5:15pm. The current catechists will 
be moving to another town in January; therefore, this 
position needs to be filled immediately.  
 

Is God calling you to assist and be a friend to these 
wonderful families who have already started their journey of 
faith?  Please call (813) 961-3023 and ask to speak with 
Carmen Cayon or Maria Costa, in the Faith Formation 
Office,  for more information. 



 

 

2020-2021 REGISTRATION 
 

    In-House Applications:    January 30 
    Parishioner Applications:  February 4 
    Open Applications:       February 6 

 

CLASSES OFFERED (Half-Day Program) 
 

EXTENDED DAY PROGRAM  
available until 3:00pm, Monday - Friday 

2 YEAR OLDS  
(MWF or T/TH) 

8:15am - 11:30am 
 

3 YEAR OLDS  
(M-F or MWF) 

8:15am -  11:30am 

3 YEAR OLDS  
(T/TH) 

8:15am - 1:00pm 
 

4 YEAR OLDS 
(M-F) 

8:15am - 12:00pm 

“He called them, and immediately they left their boat and their father and followed Him” (Mt 4:22).   
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Office: 813-264-3314 ▪ Email: director@stpaulchurch.com 

         License # C HC 110273 

Excellence in Catholic preschool education for over 35 years 

Preschool Open House for 2020-2021 
Tuesday, January 28 

9:00am - 11:00am 
Wednesday, January 29 

9:00am - 11:00am and at 6:00pm 

 

St. Paul Catholic Preschool’s  
Annual Spaghetti Dinner & Silent Auction 

Friday, January 31 
6:00pm - 9:00pm in the Family Center 

Join us in reading the  
New Testament in 2020!  
  

Saturday, 1/25 Lk 12:1-31 
Sunday, 1/26 Lk 12:32-59  
Monday, 1/27 Lk 13:1-22 
Tuesday, 1/28 Lk 13:23-35 
Wednesday, 1/29 Lk 14:1-24 
Thursday, 1/30 Lk 14:25-35 
Friday, 1/31 Lk 15:1-10 
Saturday, 2/1 Lk 15:11-32 
Sunday, 2/2 Lk 16 

For the full reading list, visit 
www.stpaulchurch.com 

 

For Father Bill’s commentary, 
join our Facebook page: 

www.facebook.com/stpaultpa 

St. Paul Catholic Church Alpha Prayer 

O Lord my God, You are the Alpha and the Omega, the fount of 
life and love, the source of joy and true peace.  Bless us as we journey 
through Alpha, may we grow as a family of faith, hope and love, as 
intentional disciples of your Son and our Lord Jesus Christ.  May 
we be known for our love for You, and our compassion for others, 
especially the poor and the elderly, the sick and the oppressed.  May 
Alpha be for each of us, a time of discovery and enrichment, a place 
of welcome and fellowship, and an opportunity to grow ever closer to 
you.  Bless Alpha, bless our parish, bless our families.  We ask you 
this, O Merciful Father, through the power of the Holy Spirit, in the 
name of Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen! 

Happy Catholic Schools Week!   This week we will spend 
time giving tours to prospective families.  Our teachers and 
staff have worked so hard to get their classrooms ready to 
showcase their students’ work and our Catholic identity 
within the classrooms.  I am overjoyed to say that my family 
also participates within Catholic Schools as my children 
attend Nativity Catholic School within our Diocese.  Many of 
my staff members have students that are graduates or are 
currently attending Catholic schools as well.  Please feel free 
to come by this week and check us out!  Please also consider 
coming to our Annual Spaghetti Dinner this Friday, January 
31.  See information below.   
 

                   — Abbie Johnson, Director 



 

 

Saturday, January 25, 2020 
Feast of the Conversion of Saint Paul, Apostle 
8:30am    Richard Czarnecki †    

5:30pm    David and John Parker † 

7:30pm     Antonio Tadeu de Carvalho † 
 

Sunday, January 26, 2020 
Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 
7:30am    Balteira Rodriguez (int.) 

9:00am     Jose Rodriguez † 

10:45am     St. Paul Parishioners (int.) 

12:30pm     Steve McGill † 

2:00pm    Rafael and Caridad Lopez (int.) 

5:30pm    John Parker † 
 

Monday, January 27, 2020 
Saint Angela Merici, Virgin 
7:30am     Mary Falbo † 

12:15pm   Carl Cesarano (int.) 
   

Tuesday, January 28, 2020 
Memorial of Saint Thomas Aquinas, Priest and Doctor of the 

Church 
7:30am    Baby Luis Luccani (int.) 

12:15pm    Marlene Wohl (int.) 
  

Wednesday, January 29, 2020 
7:30am    Veronica Steiner †  

12:30pm   Consecrated Life and Priestly Vocations (int.)  
   

Thursday, January 30, 2020 
7:30am    Partners in Prayer (int.) 

12:15pm   Dr. Sam Ferreri † 
 

Friday, January 31, 2020 
Memorial of Saint John Bosco, Priest 
7:30am    Marian Mullen † 

12:15pm   Josette Grecco (int.) 
   

Saturday, February 1, 2020 
8:30am    James Laverty †  

5:30pm    Suzette Hillis (int.) 

7:30pm     Success of the Jamaican Mission (int.) 
 

Sunday, February 2, 2020 
Feast of the Presentation of the Lord 
7:30am    David Baragar † 

9:00am     Ava Chloe Ward † 

10:45am     Thomas D. Russo † 

12:30pm     St. Paul Parishioners (int.) 

2:00pm    Luz Marina Sanchez de Cadavid † 

5:30pm    Virginia Pedraza † 

Liturgy Corner Page 8 

Pope Francis:  “When, at Christmas, we place the statue of 
the Infant Jesus in the manger, the nativity 
scene suddenly comes alive. God appears 
as a child, for us to take into our arms. 
Beneath weakness and frailty, he conceals 
his power that creates and transforms all 

things. It seems impossible, yet it is true: in Jesus, God was a 
child, and in this way,  he wished to reveal the greatness of his 
love: by smiling and opening his arms to all…. God’s ways are 
astonishing, for it seems impossible that he should forsake his 
glory to become a man like us. To our astonishment, we see 
God acting exactly as we do: he sleeps, takes milk from his 
mother, cries and plays like every other child! As always, God 
baffles us. He is unpredictable, constantly doing what we least 
expect. The nativity scene shows God as he came into our 
world, but it also makes us reflect on how our life is part of 
God’s own life. It invites us to become his disciples if we want 
to attain ultimate meaning in life” (Pope Francis, Apostolic 
Letter Admirabile signum, 1 December 2019, n. 8)(visit 
stpaulchurch.com for full document). 

Sunday Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 Is 8:23—9:3; Ps 27:1, 4, 13-14;  1 Cor 1:10-13, 17; 
 Mt 4:12-23 or Mt 4:12-17 
Monday 2 Sm 5:1-7, 10; Ps 89:20, 21-22, 25-26; Mk 3:22-30 
Tuesday 2 Sm 6:12b-15, 17-19; Ps 24:7, 8, 9, 10; Mk 3:31-35 
Wednesday 2 Sm 7:4-17; Ps 89:4-5, 27-28, 29-30; Mk 4:1-20 
Thursday 2 Sm 7:18-19, 24-29; Ps 132:1-2, 3-5, 11, 12, 13-14; 
 Mk 4:21-25 
Friday 2 Sm 11:1-4a, 5-10a, 13-17; Ps 51:3-4, 5-6a, 6bcd-7, 
 10-11; Mk 4:26-34  
Saturday 2 Sm 12:1-7a, 10-17; Ps 51:12-13, 14-15, 16-17;  
 Mk 4:35-41  
Sunday Feast of the Presentation of the Lord 
 Mal 3:1-4; Ps 24:7, 8, 9, 10; Heb 2:14-18; Lk 2:22-40 

You are Invited! Remember when Jesus was in the Garden 
of Gethsemane and simply wanted his apostles to 
stay awake and pray with him?  He is asking you to 
do the same!  Come adore the Lord every weekday 
8:00am-8:30pm and every Friday beginning with 
7:30am Mass and concluding Saturday morning 

with the 8:30 Mass.  Even if you can only stop by for a short 
visit, you won’t be sorry!  

We pray for the repose of the souls of those 
recently departed: Lincoln Gobin, Julio Herrera, 
Paul Gonzalez, Pauline Hammond, Dr. Sam Ferreri, 
John Parker, Mary Kay Phelps, Robert Michael 
Mulroy, Dennis Walker, Kimtan Nguyen, Victor 

Meza-Mercado and Eric Christopher Reheiser. 
 
 

Please remember in your prayers those with various 
health needs: Jan Jenkins, Patricia Smith, Jaime Zambrano, 
Mary Garcia, Allan Garcia, Frank Loscalzo, Doreen Miller, 
Leelah Sharma, Anne Marie Q. and Nancy H. Cramer. 
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“He called them, and immediately they left their boat and their father and followed Him” (Mt 4:22).   

Looking Ahead! January 26: 3:00pm Alpha 
in Spanish; January 26: 6:30pm - Alpha for 
Teens; January 26 - February 1: Catholic 
Schools Week; January 31: Preschool Annual 
Spaghetti Dinner, 6:00pm - 9:00pm at Family 

Center; February 2: Feast of the Presentation of the Lord; 
February 15: Scott Hahn is here! ...from 8:30am -12:00pm; 
February 21: Our Lady of Lourdes Healing Mass; February 
23: Safe Haven Sunday; February 25: St. Paul Fest, 6:00pm - 
9:00pm; February 26: Ash Wednesday - Masses at 7:30am, 
9:00am, 12:15pm, 2:00pm, 4:00pm, 5:30pm, 6:00pm 
(Portuguese), 7:00pm LifeTeen, and 8:00pm (Spanish);  
February 29 - March 3: Lenten Mission with Fr. Frank 
DeSiano, CP; March 7: Alpha Getaway; March 13: 7:30pm 
Lenten Concert; March 18:  Q & A Sessions with Fr. Bill at 
1:00pm and 7:00pm; March 25: Annunciation - Rosary and 
Mass at 7:00pm; March 26: This Light is On For You, 
5:00pm-8:00pm; March 31: 7:00pm Communal 
Reconciliation Service; April 5: Palm Sunday; April 12:  
Easter Sunday!  Please mark your calendars! 

Saints of God: St. Angela Merici was born on 21 March 1474.  
Orphaned at the age of ten, she was raised by 
her uncle and developed a great passion for 
the Lord.  She became a member of the Third 
Order of St. Francis and devoted her life to 
help other young girls come to know and love 
the Lord.  At the age of 57, she began a new 
order called the Ursulines, dedicated to 

renewing the Church and society by helping young girls to 
grow into devote Christian women.  The Ursulines were unique 
in that the women did not take formal vows, wear distinctive 
habits, or live in community.  They did practice poverty, 
chastity, and obedience.  This was a new and distinct form of 
religious life which took some time for the Church to fully 
accept.  Angela gave good advice to all of us who are 
confronted with change and resistance to change.... “If 
according to times and needs you should be obliged to make 
fresh rules and change certain things, do it with prudence and 
good advice.”  Angela’s Feast day is January 27th.  Let us pray 
for all our teachers, catechists and young people!  

Ask It Basket: “What’s the story with the Pan-Amazon 
Synod?”  As I mentioned before, the best way 
to learn about the synod is simply to read what 
the Holy Father said about it (see  http://
www.vat ican.va/content/francesco/en/

s p e e c h e s / 2 0 1 9 / o c t o b e r / d o c u m e n t s / p a p a -
francesco_20191026_chiusura-sinodo.html).  In the news last 
week were reports that Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI co-
authored a book which responded to the Synod’s openness 
towards married clergy.  Since then, he made it clear that he 
did not co-author the book.  He did write a section of the 
book last summer in which he expresses his strong support of 
celibacy.  Pope Francis expressed his views during an 
interview last year.  He said, “A phrase from Saint Paul VI 
comes to mind: ‘I prefer to give my life before changing the 
law of celibacy'”. And he added: “Personally I think celibacy is 
a gift for the Church. I don’t agree to allow optional celibacy, 
no. Only a few possibilities would remain in the most remote 
locations – I think of the Pacific Islands.…when there is 
pastoral need, there, the pastor must think of the faithful.”  It 
should be noted that celibacy is a discipline of the Church 
which developed over time.  The Eastern Rite Catholic 
Churches have always had the practice ordaining married 
men.  In the Latin Rite, we have ordained married clergy who 
were formally Anglican priests.  What will be decided remains 
to be seen.  I think what lies heavy on the Pope’s heart is that 
some people have access to Mass only once a year.  In the 
meantime, let us pray! Next week I’ll discuss the problem of 
“fake news” and the presence of the goddess.  If you have a 
question for the Ask It Basket, please send an email to Father 
Bill Swengros at frbill@stpaulchurch.com).  

Mass Appeal: When you enter the church, Catholics dip 
their right hand into the holy water fount and 
bless themselves by making the sign of the 
cross and praying “In the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.”  In 
doing so, we are recalling our baptism, when 

we were born again through water and the Holy Spirt and 
profess our faith in the Triune God.  Blessing oneself with 
holy water can also remit venial sins.  As we leave the church, 
we again bless ourselves, asking God’s protection as we go 
forth “to love and serve the Lord.”  Monks have a tradition of 
extending their moistened fingers to those who can’t reach the 
fount so that they too can bless themselves with holy water.  
Why not purchase a holy water fount to place at your 
entranceway or inside your bedroom?  You can also download 
a Catholic home blessing from the internet and bless your 
home with holy water.  

Think About It!: “The things that we love tell us what we 
are.”  
                            – St. Thomas Aquinas  

Mass Offerings:  The Mass is the most powerful of all prayers 
since it is a participation in the redemptive act 
of Jesus Christ.  Throughout history, it has been 
praised as a sure means of assisting both the 
living and deceased to attain eternal salvation.  
Each Mass is offered for the intentions of all 
who are present.  A special intention for the 
Mass may also be requested.  In this case, it is 
usually announced in the bulletin and may be 

included in the prayers of the faithful.  The suggested donation 
is $15-20, depending on the day.  You may also request an 
“unannounced” Mass.  This Mass will be celebrated during a 
private celebration.  It could be celebrated by one of the priests 
of the parish who are not scheduled for Mass that day or by a 
retired priest, foreign missionary, or a priest who is not assigned 
to a parish.  The suggested offering is $10.  For more 
information, stop by the Parish Office. 
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Deo Gratis:  We are blest with an amazing group of men and 
women who form our parish staff.  They 
generously and faithfully serve the Lord and our 
parish family for little pay but eternal benefits!  
Please be sure to let them know how grateful 
you are for the sacrifices they make on our 

behalf!  Thank you for sharing bulletins from your travels with 
us.  We love reading how God is blessing our sister parishes!  
This week we received them from Montana, New Mexico, and 
Florida.  May God bless you all! 

“IN THE WILDFLOWERS” RETREAT 
 

“In the Wildflowers” is for women 

who have suffered childhood sexual 

abuse.  This is a 10-week, Christ-

centered, private retreat. If you are 

interested in participating in this 

women’s retreat, please contact 

Cathy Hayter at (813) 843-8969 or send a message via email 

to: inthewildflowers@stpaulchurch.com or visit our 

website at:  www.wildflowersretreat.org.   

 
 
 
The Respect Life Ministry meets the fourth Tuesday of each 
month.   Join us in the new year!  Our next meeting is on 

Tuesday, January 28, 2020, at 7:30pm in the Parish 
Center.  New members are always welcome!   

For more information contact Carol Breland at: 
respectlife@stpaulchurch.com or see our webpage at 

stpaulchurch.com under Ministries of Mercy.     

MARRIED 5 YEARS OR LESS?  
THEN JOIN US FOR A SPECIAL... 

VALENTINE’S DANCE  
ON FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 21st  AT 7:00 P.M. 

IN THE FAMILY CENTER 
 

PLESE RSVP TO MARIA COSTA AT 
MCOSTA@STPAULCHURCH.COM OR  

CALL (813) 961-3023 

Safe Environment: Child abuse is a tragic reality which can 
be prevented.  How?  (1) Talk to your children 
about touching safety.  Teach them that it is OK 
to say “NO,” get away, and seek help.  (2) Help 
your children make a list of the people they can 
turn to for help if they have a problem.  (3) 
Teach your children that unsafe touch can 

happen with people they know and trust; not only with 
strangers.  (4) Respect your children’s personal boundaries.  
Teach them to trust their intuition about others.  (5) Be aware 
of those who have contact with your children and be sure it is a 
“Safe Environment” with at least two adults supervising 
whenever possible.  For more information, please call our Faith 
Formation Office at (813) 961-3023. 

ALERT! We have had several young parents who have passed 
from cancer.  It is so important for every 
parishioner to have regular physical 
checkups and not to ignore warning signs 
of physical or mental health issues.  For 

those struggling financially, there are several resources in our 
community to help you such as the Judeo Christian Health 
Clinic and Tampa Family Health Centers.  You are not alone.  
We care.  For more information, call 211.  

Urgent! Hope Children’s Home 
has an urgent need for House 
Parents and teachers.  If you are 
interested, please call Dr. Mike 
Higgins at (813) 961-1214.  

St. Francis 
of Assisi 
Ministry  

 

PET 
SUPPLY 
DRIVE 

 

Benefiting the Humane Society of Tampa Bay 

February 8 & 9 after all Masses 
Items to be collected include:  
sheets, towels and blankets 

 

For more information or for prayer requests for 
your pet, please send an email to: 

 

st-francis-ministry@stpaulchurch.com 

 

 

 
The Marriage Jubilee Mass of Thanksgiving with 
Bishop Gregory Parkes will take place at the Cathedral 
of St. Jude the Apostle on Sunday, February 23, 2020 at 
3:00pm.  This event honors couples throughout the 
diocese who will celebrate 25, 50 or more years of 
marriage during the 2020 calendar year.   Please RSVP 
to the Parish Office by Tuesday, February 4th. 

mailto:respectlife@stpaulchurch.com
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Something Missing? There are a number of 
couples in our parish who are living in irregular 
marriages or marriages which have not been 
blessed in the Church.  Remember, it is not 
sufficient for Catholics to be civilly married or 
married in a non-Catholic church.  For validity, 

Catholics must be married in a ceremony recognized by the 
Church.  Don’t wait.  We’re here to help! If nether of you was 
previously divorced, contact Maria Costa at the Parish Office 
at (813) 961-3023 to have your marriage convalidated.  It is 
very easy and won’t take much of your time.  If you or your 
spouse were previously divorced, contact Maria or the priest or 
deacon of your choosing to start the “annulment” process so 
that, hopefully, your present marriage can be convalidated.  Let 
us help you!  

“He called them, and immediately they left their boat and their father and followed Him” (Mt 4:22).   

The Bereavement Ministry offers God’s healing love 
through emotional, physical, mental and spiritual 

comfort. Our next, meeting will be held on Tuesday, 
January 28, from 7:30pm to 9:00pm in the Parish 

Center, Room H. For more information contact Kathy 
at (813) 361-5134.   

St. Vincent de Paul Society 
Pantry Hours 

Monday & Thursday 9:00am - 12:00pm    
Assistance Line: (813) 264-3325  

 

The generosity of our parishioners make possible the 
distribution of many bags of food each week to needy families.  
Surely Jesus must be smiling kindly on this activity!  Thanks! 
 

If you would like to help, food donations to the St. Vincent 
de Paul Food Pantry can be left in the marked baskets in the 
church Narthex.  Monetary donations can be dropped in the 
Poor Box, located in the Narthex. Please make sure to specify 
SVDP in the memo line for check donations or you may use 
an offertory envelope for cash donations and label it SVDP.   
       

Thank you for your generosity! ~ SVDP Society 
 

Pantry Wish List This Week: 
Mac & Cheese, Peanut Butter and Cereal 

 

 

*Please note we are unable to use expired items* 

 

Pray the 
Rosary 
in Latin 

Sunday  
Mornings 
10:15am 

Prayer Room 

www.facebook.com/stpaultpa 

 

• Thursday, January 30:  Writing and Explaining 
Accomplishments 

 

• Thursday, February 6:  Writing 21st Century Resumes 

WEEKLY MEETINGS ARE HELD ON THURSDAYS, 
8:30AM - 11:30AM IN THE ST. MICHAEL BUILDING 

Legal Consultation and Referral Service  
Every Monday by appointment only 

  Please call (813) 961-3023 

Divorced and Separated Support Group 
This ministry provides caring support for both women and 
men experiencing separation or divorce.  The group meets 
every Friday night at 7:30pm in the St. Paul Parish Center, 
Room C.  No charges or fees.  All are welcome!  For more 
information, please call Don Hemke at (813) 205-1735. 

Counseling Services 
Offered by Dr. Pat Berne 

Please call (813) 961-3023 to make an appointment 

AA Meetings:  Do you feel your life is out of control?  Is 
Alcohol ruining your life?  Help is here!  Our parish is blessed 
to host weekly Alcoholics Anonymous meetings every 
Wednesday at 8:15pm in the St Michael Building.  For 
more information, call (813) 933-9123.  May God bless you! 

Apostles of  the Eucharist - Young Adults 
(Ages 18 - 27) 

 

Join us on Friday evenings for Eucharistic Adoration, 
formation, discussions and/or speakers and social time.  Our 
next meeting will be held on Friday, January 31.  If interested, 
please send an email to: merimee@verizon.net to get on the 
email list or join our Instagram or Facebook page.   

Parish Website:  www.stpaulchurch.com 

mailto:merimee@veizon.net
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Leave a LEGACY… By including St. Paul Catholic 

Church in your will is most appreciated.  There can be 

many advantages to leaving a gift in this way.  Naming our 

parish as an entity in your will, trust, or as a beneficiary on 

a life insurance policy is a way for any parishioner to bless 

future generations through a legacy gift and support the 

ministry of the church.  For additional information please 

call our Parish Manager, Brian Smith, at (813) 961-3023 or 

send an e-mail to: bsmith@stpaulchurch.com. 

Sign up for Online Giving!   
It’s simple and convenient.   

Go to stpaulchurch.com, and click on the Online Giving 
link for more info on how to sign up.   

DID YOU KNOW? 

The average weekly offertory last year, including 
Christmas and Easter weeks, was $37,491. We 
appreciate your generosity!  We allocate an 
average of $24,000 per week for staff members 
who are employed to fulfill the many needs and 
responsibilities of our parish. In addition, we 
sometimes hire additional help fulfill obligations 
as they arise.  With such an active parish, staff 
members, part-time staff, and  volunteers are 
needed seven days a week. Your gifts of Time, 
Talent and Treasure helps make everything 
possible.  Thank you for your continued support! 

Coffee & Donuts 

Your Host Today:  

Special Events Ministry 

This is the ministry that brings you the fun events like the  

St. Paul Multicultural Fest, Ministry Fair, Parish Picnic,  

and so much more.  Come meet the members of this great 

ministry and if you enjoy planning parties and events,  

Contact Isabel at events@stpaulchurch.com  

A Stewardship Moment … 

Today’s readings remind us that stewardship is not just a 
thing we do. Rather, stewardship is at the core of who we 
are as disciples of Christ. 
 

Our first reading, from Isaiah, contains this prophecy of 
Christ and what His saving message would mean to all 

who embrace it. “The 
people who walked in 
darkness have seen a great 
light; upon those who 
dwelt in the land of gloom 
a light has shone.” We are 
among those blessed 
people on whom the light 

of Christ has shone. By virtue of our baptism, we, who 
were once in the darkness of original sin, have been 
reborn into the great light that is God’s grace in us. 
 
What a privilege! Yet, with this privilege comes the 
responsibility to live for God and bring His good news 
to all we meet at work, at school, in our community, and 
right in our own home — in other words to live as His 
good stewards. 
 
And, there is a certain urgency that comes with the call 
to a stewardship way of life as we see in our Gospel 
passage from Matthew. Jesus says, “Repent, for the 
kingdom of heaven is at hand.” In other words, turn 
away from selfishness, turn towards God and live as His 
disciple now — don’t wait! 
 
In this same passage, the very first disciples give us 
examples of a good steward’s prompt “yes” when the Lord 
called to them. Our Lord invites them to “Come after me 
and I will make you fishers of men.” They did not hesitate 
but “immediately left their boat and followed him.” They 
put our Lord and His will first. 
 
This is the essence of a stewardship way of life — to 
be always ready for the ways our Lord is calling us to 
bring His light to others. It’s more than something 
we do. It’s who we are. 

Taste + See + Smell + 
Hear …  

Around the World at  
St. Paul 

Tuesday, February 25 at 6:00 pm  
 

Want to share a dish from your country?    
Would you like to perform a song or dance from 

your country?    
 

Contact Laurie at 961-3023 or  
lerickson@stpaulchurch.com 

mailto:mmaloney@stpaulchurch.com


 

 

I. Isaiah 8:23-9:3. A Message of 
 Hope… 

 
Reflection:  We first read of a contrast 
between the humbling of the Northern 
Kingdom (which was conquered by 
Assyria) and the glorification of the 
"Way of the Sea," which was a road that 
stretched from the Mediterranean Sea 
through Galilee and to Damascus and 
the East.  This was Gentile territory, and 
it will be glorified in the future.  We then 
read about the great light that is seen by 
people who have previously walked in 
darkness.  It is unclear whether these are 
Israelites or Gentiles; but the yoke of 
oppression will be lifted from their 
shoulders just as Moses lifted the yoke of 
oppression of the Midianites (cf: Judges 
7:15-25). It may be that Isaiah 
understood this "Great Light" to be that 
brought by Hezekiah; but Early 
Christians clearly understood the "Great 
Light" as being Jesus Christ. 
 
 
II. 1 Corinthians 1:10-14, 17.  A Plea to 
 Avoid Fractiousness. 
 

Reflection:  Here St. Paul takes up the 
first of the issues confronting the 
Corinthian community.  He did not write 
the letter with the intent that it one day 
would be called "Scripture;"  he wrote 
because the church he founded perhaps 
six years before had serious problems.  
The first of these was the existence of 
"schismata" (from which we get the 
word, "schism") or severe differences 
within the church.  For St. Paul, unity 
was paramount, since the Church was 
the single body of Christ.  He also points 
out that he did not come to "preach" by 
words alone, recognizing that the 
"wisdom of words" was shallow.  He 
came to bring into being a community of 
love wherein each member could achieve 
the highest degree of human perfection 
available, through the Love of Christ. 
For him, all differences of "theory" had 
to be subsumed beneath the cloak of 
Christ's love.  A powerful message for 
us, today, when we engage in activity 
that is fractious and productive of 
schism.  Ever heard of the "Catholic 
Common Ground Initiative?"  This text 
is like its charter.  
 
 
III.   Matthew 4:12-23.  Two    
 ‘Fulfillment’ Stories. 
 

Reflection: We read here how Jesus 
moved to Capernaum, on the north 
shore of the Sea of Galilee; we read also 
how the First Evangelist used the text 
we read as our first reading , with the 
addition of the reference to Galilee. 
However, Galilee was often called 
"Galilee of the Gentiles," (see first 
reading) and some scholars believe that 
there was a large non-Jewish population 
there. Here is the first “fulfillment” 
story.  We also hear of Jesus' message 
of repentance because the Kingdom of 
Heaven is close at hand.  Matthew 
generally uses the phrase "Kingdom of 
Heaven" where the other synoptic 
evangelists used "Kingdom of God."  
In any event, it was the Kingdom that 
Jesus was to proclaim, the closeness of 
God to humankind.  We also see Jesus 
"calling" those who would be known as 
"apostles,"  Simon/Peter, Andrew, 
James and John.  Recall last week, we 
read of the Prophet and St. Paul who 
had been "cal led" to  thei r 
vocations...clearly here is a reflection of 
that.  It is the second “fulfillment 
story,” in that their vocations (from the 
Latin word for “calling”) was to 
respond to the Word.  In Baptism, we 
are called as well to discipleship. At 
issue is whether we respond as did the 
earliest disciples. † 
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“He called them, and immediately they left their boat and their father and followed Him” (Mt 4:22).   

Faith in Action: “He called them, and 
immediately they left their boat and their father and 
followed Him” (Mt 4:22).  Just as Jesus called the 
first apostles, He calls each of us to follow Him, 

too. Not everyone is called to leave their business or family 
behind, but we are expected to put God first in everything. 
Everything from our time in daily prayer, our talent in 
participating in one of our parish ministries, and our treasure to 
support the financial needs of our parish mission.   

Due to copyright restrictions, we are not 
able to print the Scriptures with the 

Reflections of Dr. Jack Conroy.   

On a Lighter Note:   
Q: What do you call a sleepwalking nun?  
A: A roamin' Catholic. 
 

Q: What kind of bird advises the Pope?  
A: A cardinal. 
 

Q: Who are the Jesuits? 
A: An order of priests known for their ability to found 
colleges with good basketball teams. 
 

Q: What is a Procession? 
A: The ceremonial formation at the beginning of Mass 
consisting of altar servers, the celebrant, and late parishioners 
looking for seats.  
 

Q: What is a Recessional?  
A: The ceremonial procession at the conclusion of Mass, led 
by parishioners trying to beat the crowd to the parking lot. 

Thought for the Day:  “You will accomplish more by kind 
words and a courteous manner than by anger or sharp rebuke, 
which should never be used except in necessity.”  
 

                                                                   – St. Angela Merici 

Words of Wisdom:  “We do not go to Holy Communion 
because we are good; we go to become good.”  
 

                                   – St. John Bosco 

Living Liturgy: The psalm for today 
proclaims, “The Lord is my light and my 
salvation whom should I fear?”  Where does 
fear most often creep into your life?  How 
might you hand that fear over to God?  


