
Third Sunday in Ordinary Time

Sunday, January 27, 2019

All are welcome!
WEEKEND MASSES
Saturday Masses
8:30 am Mass

(Morning Prayer and
Benediction 8:10 am)

Saturday Vigil Masses
5:30 pm

Missa em Português: 7:30

pm

Sunday Masses

7:30 am, 9:00 am, 10:45 am,
12:30 pm, 5:30 pm
Misa en Español: 2:00 pm

WEEKDAY MASSES
Monday to Friday
7:30 am and 12:15 pm
First Friday Mass 7:30 pm
Third Friday Mass 7:30 pm
*Fourth Friday Mass 7:30 pm
*(en

Español)

Reconciliation (Confession)

Monday to Friday 11:30 am - Noon
Saturdays 10:00 am and 4:00 pm
or upon request

Eucharistic Adoration
Monday to Thursday
8:00 am to 8:30 pm
Compline & Benediction
Friday 8:00 am to
Saturday 8:30 am Mass

Morning Prayer

Monday - Friday 7:10 am
Saturday 8:10 am

Anointing of the Sick
Every Second Saturday
of the Month at 8:30 am

Church Office Hours:

Monday - Friday 8:00 am to 4:00 pm

www.StPaulChurch.com
"Formed by Word and Sacrament, we, the people of St. Paul Catholic Church,
are a Spirit-led, Eucharist-centered, vibrant multicultural Christian
community of faith, living our love for God and neighbor while growing together as disciples of Christ."

parishcommunications@stpaulchurch.com
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Growing Together in Christ!

We’re here to serve you!
St. Paul Catholic Church
12708 N. Dale Mabry Hwy.
Tampa, Florida 33618-2802
(813) 961-3023
www.stpaulchurch.com
Clergy
Fr. Bill Swengros
Fr. George Gyasi
Fr. Robert Romaine
Deacon Carlos Celaya
Deacon Ray Dever

Pastor
Parochial Vicar
Parochial Vicar
RCIA
Mental Health Support
Deacon Frank Henriquez Homebound and
Nursing Homes
Faith Formation
Carmen Cayon
Maria Mendez
Sonia Eberhardt
Theresa Adams
Stephen Watkins
Maria Costa
Sr. Theresa Betz
Silvia Rivera
Preschool
Abbie Johnson
Mindy Geer
Liturgy
Elizabeth Hays
Mary Gant
Parish Support
Michael Maloney
Barbara Gray
Laurie Erickson
Sam Mathai
Charles Yezak
Tina Bubb

Director
Baptism and
FORMED® Coordinator
K-5 Faith Formation
Coordinator, 1st Holy
Communion Prep
Middle School
Minister (Confirmation)
High School Minister
RCIA, Marriage Prep,
Adult Confirmation,
Quinceañeras
Spiritual Direction
Religious Education
Assistant (Records)
Director
Assistant Director
Liturgist, Bereavement
Minister
Music Director
Parish Manager
Pastoral
Administrative
Assistant (Scheduling)
Ministry Director
Maintenance
Director of
Communications
Finance Office

Our Vision Statement:
“Growing Together as Disciples
of Christ.”

My Dear Friends,
God is so good to us! This past week, I was blessed
to go to Northdale Rehab Center to welcome James
into the Catholic faith. He was baptized in another
faith but was searching for more. In conversations
with a man who was visiting a mutual friend at the
Center, he realized that he was being called to
become Catholic through a profession of faith and
the Sacraments of Confirmation and Holy
Eucharist. When I asked him what drew him to the
Church, he said it was the Eucharist ... the Body and
Blood, Soul and Divinity of Jesus Christ! How
wonderful is that? If you are interested in bringing
Christ to James and other residents of area nursing
facilities, please let Deacon Frank know!
As you read this, I am with 23 other members of our parish family are gathered
with several million young Catholics from throughout the world in Panamá
with our Holy Father Pope Francis for World Youth Day! This year’s theme is
“I am the servant of the Lord. May it be done to me according to your
word!” (Lk 1:38). It offers us a wonderful opportunity to join our Blessed
Mother and prayerfully reflect on our call to be disciples of Christ. Like Mary,
we are all called to bear Christ into the world! Like the 72 disciples in today’s
Gospel, we are all called to prepare the way of the Lord through both our
words and deeds! Let’s do it!
World Youth Day was conceived by St. John Paul II. He once reflected: “I
imagined a powerful moment in which the young people of the world could
meet Christ, who is eternally young, and could learn from him how to be
bearers of the Gospel to other young people.” Each year, World Youth Day is
celebrated on Palm Sunday and every two or three years a special world-wide
gathering is held. These gatherings have inspired countless youth to follow
Christ and to serve Him as priests, religious, deacons, and faithful laity! They
truly are a powerful expression of our one, holy, catholic, and apostolic Church!
We have been preparing for this week for over a year through prayer, meetings,
works of mercy, and yes, fundraising! In a special way, I thank all of you who
have prayerfully and generously supported us. Without you, there is no way
any of our youth could have attended. Thank you! We would love to share our
experience with you in the near future. Please watch the bulletin for details.
This week is Catholic Schools Week. Thank you for your support for our
exceptional Preschool. If you get a chance, stop by a visit. Our staff would
love to share our wonderful school with you! Also, please be sure to stop by
the tables of area Catholic schools after today’s Mass and learn more about the
incredible schools in our area. Even if you don’t have a child in school, it will
be useful information to pass onto others. If nothing else, it shows you care
about our children and the educational enterprise. May God bless our children
and youth!
Growing courageously in the Lord!

Fr. Bill Swengros
Pastor

“Go, eat rich foods and drink sweet drinks, and allot portions to those who had nothing prepared…” (Neh 8:10).

Parish and Liturgical Events
Saints of God: On Monday, we celebrate one of the
most brilliant and influential theologians in the history of
the Church., Saint Thomas Aquinas
(1225-1274). At the age of 5, his
parents left him with Benedictine monks
of Monte Cassino. When he was 15, he
moved to Naples to complete his
studies. It was here that he first
encountered the philosophy of Aristotle. Using the
words of Blessed John Paul II, Thomas was convinced
that “faith and reason are like two wings on which the
human spirit rises to the contemplation of truth.” At the
age of 18, he abandoned his families plans for him and
joined the Dominicans. His family was so upset, they
actually kidnaped him! A year later, he “escaped” to Paris
and then Cologne to continue his studies. Under Albert
the Great’s tutelage, he became known for his keen
intellect and profound faith. His writings, especially the
Summa Theologiae, has had an incredible influence on the
theology of our Church. Yet, before he died, when asked
about his writings, he replied: “All I have written seems
to me like so much straw compared to what I have seen
and what has revealed to me.” Thomas believed there
was no contradiction between faith and reason. And in
fact, hand in hand, they lead us to the fullness of
knowledge and truth. This is a wonderful prayer of St.
Thomas for all students:
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At St. Paul Catholic Preschool, we are lucky to learn, pray
and grow in our a special environment. This would not be
possible without the generous support of people like you,
the members of the St. Paul Catholic Church. When you
support St. Paul Catholic Preschool, you invest in the future
of all of our students and the Catholic Church.
As we celebrate National Catholic Schools Week, we
want to thank you for all you do to help our school. We are
grateful for your prayers and contributions, and we
appreciate the time and talent you so generously share
through your volunteer efforts. The National Catholic
Schools Week theme is “Catholic Schools: Learn. Serve.
Lead. Succeed.” We consider St. Paul Catholic Church an
important part of our community, and we hope you will join
us as we celebrate our Catholic education this week!

Creator of all things,
true source of light and wisdom,
origin of all being,
graciously let a ray of your light penetrate
the darkness of my understanding.
Take from me the double darkness
in which I have been born,
an obscurity of sin and ignorance.
Give me a keen understanding,
a retentive memory, and
the ability to grasp things
correctly and fundamentally.
Grant me the talent
of being exact in my explanations
and the ability to express myself
with thoroughness and charm.
Point out the beginning,
direct the progress,
and help in the completion.
I ask this through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Annual Lenten Mission with
Fr. Larry Richards will be held
March 25 - March 28, 2019, from
7:00pm - 9:00pm each night. This will
be one mission you will definitely NOT
want to miss!

First Friday Devotions: This Friday is the first Friday of
the month, a beautiful opportunity to develop
your relationship with God. This is a good time
to examine your conscience and participate in
the Sacrament of Reconciliation. In addition to
our normal Friday daily Masses, we offer a
special Friday Mass at 7:30pm in commemoration of the
Sacred Heart of Jesus. We also offer Eucharistic Adoration
after the 7:30am Mass through to our Saturday 8:30am Mass.
Please come and bring a friend!
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Courageously Living the Gospel!

Calling all St. Paul’s Scouts!
Join us for

Scout Sunday 2019
Sunday, February 10
At all morning Masses
(7:30am, 9:00am and 10:45am)
Please wear your Class A Field Uniform

Married 5 years or less?
Come celebrate with us!

VALENTINE’S PARTY
Music, dancing, refreshments and more!

Friday, February 15th
7:00pm
Family Center
RSVP: Maria Costa 813-961-3023 ext. 3305
or mcosta@stpaulchurch.com
Note: Parish Nursery will be available during the event.

“Go, eat rich foods and drink sweet drinks, and allot portions to those who had nothing prepared…” (Neh 8:10).

St. Paul Catholic Preschool
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St. Paul Preschool Open House
License # C HC 110273

Excellence in Catholic preschool education for over 30 years

Happy Catholic Schools Week!
I am so excited to be celebrating Catholic Schools Week this
week. We have so much going on! Our biggest event this
week is our Open House. During this event, we welcome
families to our school both during school hours and after for a
short information session on our school as well as a tour. If
families attend our daytime sessions they will see our teachers
and students actively engaged in the classrooms. We will also
have various Catholic schools in our courtyard after Mass on
Sunday. Please visit their tables and get to know the amazing
work our Catholic schools are doing in our area.
Catholic schools are such a blessing. I spent the majority of
my career teaching in public schools. When I moved to
Florida, a Catholic School Kindergarten Position fell in my lap
by the Grace of God. I was very nervous as I had only taught
Faith Formation a couple years and didn’t feel I knew our
faith well enough to teach it to children. One of the most
valuable lessons I have learned on my Catholic educator
journey was it is just that, a journey. Each child and family are
all on a journey and may be in a different place but we all
come together to grow in our faith and being able to express
our thoughts and experiences in faith together during school
hours is a blessing many children do not have. Catholic
schools are such an amazing way for children and families
alike to grow in their faith and to help propel our mission in
continuing to evangelize our community.
—Abbie Johnson, Director

Contact us!
Preschool Office: (813) 264-3314
Email: Director@StPaulChurch.com

Tuesday, January 29th: 9:00am - 11:00am
Wednesday, January 30th: 9:00am - 11:00am
Wednesday, January 30th: 5:00pm
If your child will be 2, 3 or 4 years old by September 1st of
2019 please consider coming to our open house to get more
information for the 2019-20 school year. You can visit our
classrooms while they are in session (morning sessions only)
and experience first-hand the wonderful things that are
happening at our school.

2019-2020 PRESCHOOOL
APPLICATION DATES
In-House Applications:
Parishioner Applications:
Open Applications:

January 31st
February 4th
February 7th

CLASSES OFFERED
2 YEAR OLDS
2-Day (T/Th) 8:15am - 11:30am
3-Day (MWF) 8:15am - 11:30am
3 YEAR OLDS
2-Day (T/Th) 8:15am - 1:00pm
3-Day (MWF) 8:15am - 11:30am
5-Day (M-F) 8:15am - 11:30am
4 YEAR OLDS*
5-Day (M-F) 8:15am - 12:00pm
*VPK provider

EXTENDED DAY PROGRAM AVAILABLE UNTIL 3:00 PM

Bible Verse of the Week
“God is our refuge and strength, an
ever-present help in trouble.”
Psalm 46:1
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Liturgy Corner

Mass Intentions for the Week of January 27th
Saturday, January 26, 2019
Memorial of Saints Timothy and Titus, Bishops
8:30 am
Patrick McClain (int.)
5:30 pm Ryan and Julia Roeling (int.)
7:30 pm Michelle and Kevin Livingston +
Sunday, January 27, 2019
Third Sunday in Ordinary Time
7:30 am
Molly Sperr +
9:00 am
St. Paul Parishioners (int.)
10:45 am Patrick Neidig +
12:30 pm Leo Murphy +
2:00 pm Gloria Cecilia Guzman +
5:30 pm Ludo Gonzales +
Monday, January 28, 2019
Memorial of Saint Thomas Aquinas, Priest and Doctor of
the Church
7:30 am
Sandra Terzo-Culver +
12:15 pm Sharon Stinson +
Tuesday, January 29, 2019
7:30 am
Evlyn Betar +
12:15 pm William Rodriguez +
Wednesday, January 30, 2019
7:30 am
Kevin Mason +
12:15 pm Consecrated Lfe and Priestly Vocations (int.)
Thursday, January 31, 2019
Memorial of Saint John Bosco, Priest
7:30 am
Robert Russell +
12:15 pm Lynn Bartolotta +
Friday, February 1, 2019
7:30 am
Suzette Hillis (int.)
12:15 pm Echaristic Adoration Society (int.)
7:30 pm Filipino Community (int.)
Saturday, February 2, 2019
Feast of the Presentation of the Lord
8:30 am
Stella Suki +
5:30 pm Hugh Byron Edmonds +
7:30 pm St. Paul Parishioners (int.)
Sunday, February 3, 2019
Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time
7:30 am
Angelo Sannino +
9:00 am
Partners in Prayer (int.)
10:45 am St. Paul Parishioners (int.)
12:30 pm Michael and Mike Hingson +
2:00 pm Jose Romo +
5:30 pm Frances Simmons +

Christ Heal Us! On the second Saturday of every month

during the 8:30 morning Mass, we will offer
the Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick. This
beautiful Sacrament is for all those who are
advanced in age as well as those who suffer from
a serious (grave) illness. It is recommended for all those
who are scheduled to be admitted to a hospital
for surgery later this month to be anointed.
This Sacrament can be received as often as needed. Come and
experience the healing touch of the Divine Physician!

Pope Francis: “Far from being timid,

morose, acerbic or melancholy, or putting
on a dreary face, the saints are joyful and
full of good humour. Though completely
realistic, they radiate a positive and hopeful spirit. The
Christian life is “joy in the Holy Spirit” (Rom 14:17), for
“the necessary result of the love of charity is joy; since every
lover rejoices at being united to the beloved… the effect of
charity is joy”. Having received the beautiful gift of God’s
word, we embrace it “in much affliction, with joy inspired by
the Holy Spirit” (1 Thess 1:6). If we allow the Lord to draw
us out of our shell and change our lives, then we can do as
Saint Paul tells us: “Rejoice in the Lord always; I say it again,
rejoice!” (Phil 4:4)” (Pope Francis, Gaudete et Exsultate, 122).

Words of Wisdom: “To one who has faith, no explanation
is necessary. To one without faith, no explanation is possible.”
– St. Thomas Aquinas

Faith and Reason: History is full of faithful Catholics who

were also scientists, artists, mathematicians,
philosophers and inventors. One such genius
was Nicholas of Cusa (1401–1464). Arguably
one of the greatest German thinkers of the 15th
century, Nicholas was Cardinal and gifted
theologian, philosopher, jurist, astronomer, and
mathematician. He developed the concepts of
infinitesimal and of relative motion.
His
philosophical
speculations
anticipated
Copernicus’
heliocentric world-view and he influenced generations of
thinkers including Kant and Hegel. Regarding faith and
reason, he once wrote: “In every science certain things must
be accepted as first principles if the subject matter is to be
understood; and these first postulates rest upon faith.” Next
time you wonder if it is reasonable to be Catholic, remember
Nicholas!

Words to Live By: “The things that we love tell us what
we are.”

– St. Thomas Aquinas

Readings for the Week of January 27th
Sunday

Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday

Third Sunday in Ordinary Time
Neh 8:2-4a, 5-6, 8-10; Ps 19:8, 9, 10, 15; 1 Cor 12:1230 or 1 Cor 12:12-14, 27; Lk 1:1-4; 4:14-21
Heb 9:15, 24-28; Ps 98:1, 2-3ab, 3cd-4, 5-6; Mk 3:22-30
Heb 10:1-10; Ps 40:2 and 4ab, 7-8a, 10, 11;
Mk 3:31-35
Heb 10:11-18; Ps 110:1, 2, 3, 4; Mk 4:1-20
Heb 10:19-25; Ps 24:1-2, 3-4ab, 5-6; Mk 4:21-25
Heb 10:32-39; Ps 37:3-4, 5-6, 23-24, 39-40; Mk 4:26-34
Mal 3:1-4; Ps 24:7, 8, 9, 10; Heb 2:14-18; Lk 2:22-40
or Lk 2:22-32
Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Jer 1:4-5, 17-19; Ps 71:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 15-17; 1 Cor
12:31—13:13 or 1 Cor 13:4-13; Lk 4:21-30

“Go, eat rich foods and drink sweet drinks, and allot portions to those who had nothing prepared…” (Neh 8:10).

Ministries in Action!
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Society of St. Vincent De Paul
Pantry Hours
Monday & Thursday 9:00 am - 12:00 pm
Assistance Line: (813) 264-3325

The poor box in the front of the Narthex is available for
your monetary donations. Please believe me when I say
every little bit is appreciated and helps us to fill a grocery
bag for the needy families who come through our pantry doors.
If you would like to help, food donations to our St. Vincent de Paul Food Pantry can be left in the marked baskets located in the Narthex. Monetary donations can be
dropped in the poor box, also located in the Narthex.
Please make sure to specify SVDP in the memo line for
check donations or you may use an offertory envelope for
cash donations and label it SVDP.

Thank you for your generosity! ~ SVDP Society

Pantry Wish List This Week:
Mac & Cheese, Tuna and Ramen Noodles
Please note we are unable to use expired items.

Home Makers of Hope: The
ministry is currently collecting
donations of small household items.
A ministry member will be at the Parish Center
reception area every Friday in February from 10:00am
- 12:00pm to receive your donations.

OPEN TO ALL BOYS
AND GIRLS
Cub Scout Pack 143
For more information on how to join
Cub Scout Pack 143, contact:
George Melendez
813-928-2765
cubscout143tampa@gmail.com

MDS – Matrimony Dialogue (in Spanish)
Strengthening and enriching your Marriage and Family life.
We meet every Tuesday at 7:30 p.m. in the
Family Center. The next Couple’s Retreat will
be: May 3-5, 2019. For more information please
contact Jimmy and Carolyn Delgado at
dialogomatrimonial-esp@stpaulchurch.com

Join us on our next mission trip
June 5 -June 12, 2019
To learn more about giving of your talent and
time please join our next meeting.

February 12 at 7:30pm
Parish Center, Room E
Contact us at: panamamission@stpaulchurch.com

American Heritage Girls
Troop 147

Supporting Our Heroes!
Our troop visited Fire Station
41. Thank you to all first
responders for your courage
and dedication!

Contact us at:
ahgstpaul@gmail.com
Help Needed! Our parish is blessed to serve four
wonderful nursing homes and assisted living facilities.
Recently, a fifth has just opened! We visit the
residents every week
and once a month
celebrate Mass. We
need more volunteers
to share God’s love
and joy with the
residents. It doesn’t
take much time…just
a little training and a background check… and a lot of
love in your heart! We are also in need of volunteers
to visit our homebound parishioners to bring them the
Blessed Sacrament. If you are interested in either
ministry, please contact Deacon Frank Henriquez at:
fhenriquez@stpaulchurch.com.
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Growing Together in Christ!

Please keep all servicemen and women in your
prayers, especially those from our church family:
Dylan Anthony Agnes, PVT, US Army
Timothy O’Loughlin, Ensign, USCG
Hans C. Arcand, 2nd LT, USAF
Martin O. Reina, USCG
Patrick Rose, CPT PA, US Army
Nicholas Ringo III, US Navy
Mathew M Colon, SGT, US Army
Michael Dunkelberger, MSGT, USAF
Christopher A. Garcia, LTJG, U.S. Navy
Richard Majette, CPT, USMC
Katrina Monti, CPT, PA US Army
Richard Sison Jr, 2nd LT, USAF
Matthew Mooney, CPT, USAF
Curtis Gardner, SGT, USAF
Adriana Trigg, USAF
Anthony Mazzie, US Army
Luis Luccani, SGT, US Navy
Austin Jacob Ferlita, PVT2s, US Army
Josh C. Seal, PO, U.S. Navy
Corinna Fleischmann, CDR, USCG
Morganne Oyler, U.S. Navy
Sean C. Andino, LTJG, U.S. Navy
Thomas Krasnicki, LT, U.S. Navy
Brett Smith, USMC
Dominick J. Agnes III, SGT, USMC
Brian J. Babin, SS, USMC
Spencer M. Brown, PVT, U.S. Army
John Erickson, Cpl U.S. Army
Jacob Torrens, Pvt., U.S. Army
Cody Rigney, LT, U.S. Navy
Adam Tapia, LT, U.S, Army
Jason Mitchell, WO4, U.S. Army
Alexander Maldonado, Captain, USAF
We pray for the repose of the souls of those recently
departed: Irving Ortega-Diaz, Andrea Cruz Trovar, Anna
Maria Dusek, Raquel Pedrero, Allan Navarro, Carlos Byrnes,
Louis Marcano, Valentin Munoz, Melody Decker, Jaime
Vergara-Cardenas, Jeffrey Vega, Bridget M. Abony, Lynn
Bartolotta, Michael Songy and Esteban Delfin Leyva Torres.
Please remember in your prayers those with
particular health needs: Margaret Uremovich
Linda Taylor, Rosemary Fenton, Freida Cardona,
Mary García, Lucy Rosario, Adeliza Bacon, Suzette
Hillis, Bill Kollner and Monica Bencomo.

Deo Gratias! We have a large group of children,

teens, and adults who desire to know more about
our faith and hopefully enter our Church through
the Sacraments of Baptism, Confirmation, and Holy
Eucharist. We are blest with teams of catechists who work
with them in small groups in English, Spanish, and Portuguese
languages. We thank God for our RCIA catechists, sponsors,
and support team. May God bless you always! This week we
received bulletins from Massachusetts and Florida. Thank you
for sharing bulletins from your travels with us!

Looking Ahead! January 27 - February 2:

Catholic Schools Week; February 1: First Friday Santo Niño Devotion, 7:00pm Novena, 7:30pm
Mass; February 2: Feast of the Presentation of the
Lord - Blessing of candles and images of the Holy Infant Jesus
at 8:30am; February 2: World Day for Consecrated Life;
February 2: Candle Mass for Engaged Couples at 5:30pm;
February 2 - 3: St. Blasé - Blessing of throats at all Masses;
February 3: Blessing of images of Jesus and children at
2:00pm Mass; February 3: Recognition of religious in honor
of the Feast of the Presentation of the Lord at the 5:30pm
Mass; February 4 - 10: Jamaica Mission II; February 9 - 10:
Pre-registration for Faith Formation begins in classes;
February 11: World Day of Prayer for the Sick; February 15:
Our Lady of Good Health, Novena at 7:00pm, Mass at
7:30pm; February 16: RCIA Teen Retreat #2, 10:00am 4:00pm; February 16 - 17: Knights of Columbus Renewal of
Vows; February 17: XLT, 7:30pm - 8:30pm; February 18:
President’s Day (regular Mass schedule, Parish Office closed);
February 22: Fourth Friday Spanish Mass, 7:00pm Rosary,
7:30pm Mass, reception in Parish Center after Mass; February
23: Confirmation Workshop #2 in Parish Center, 9:00am 12:30pm; February 23: St. Paul Preschool Spaghetti Dinner,
6:00pm - 9:00pm; March 1:
First Friday Santo Niño
Devotion, 7:00pm Novena, 7:30pm Mass; March 2 - 3: Faith
Formation Registration after each Mass.

Ask It Basket: “Why did the Creed change

from saying Jesus desended to hell and now to
the dead and why would God send Jesus to
hell?” Interesting question! The problem is
mainly one of translations. The Hebrew Scriptures speak of
“Sheol”: the place where the dead await the coming of the
Messiah. This is translated into Greek as “Hades:” the
underworld. By the time of Christ, it was often thought as a
place of torment, ie. “Gehenna.” The Greek “Hades” is
translated into Latin as “Inferno”: which has a decisively
negative connotation. This is rendered literally into English as
“Hell.” The previous translation of the Creed placed an
emphasis on the original sense of the term. The new
translation is more literal. Either way, the meaning is the
same. After his death, Jesus descended to the abode of the
dead where he freed the holy ones so that they could live
forever in heaven. (If you have a question for the Ask It
Basket, please contact FrBill@StPaulChurch.com).

“Go, eat rich foods and drink sweet drinks, and allot portions to those who had nothing prepared…” (Neh 8:10).
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St. Paul Faith Formation

We are rooted in Faith and growing in grace

Baptism
“Baptism incorporates us into the life, Death, and Resurrection of
Christ and the ongoing work of the Holy Spirit in the world.”

Adult Faith Formation Classes for Parent of Grades K-5
(Coincides with Student’s Session 19)
Day
Sun
Mon
Tue

Date
2/3/19
2/4/19
2/5/19

Time
10:30am-11:15am
4:30pm-5:00pm
6:15pm-7:00pm

Location
FC #3
Church
Church

Adult Faith Formation Classes for Parent of Grades 6-8
Day
Sunday
Monday
Wednesday

Date
1/27/19
1/28/19
1/30/19

Time
4:15pm-5:00pm
6:15-7:00pm
6:15-7:00pm

Location
FC #1
Church
Church

God reaches out to us in all kinds of ways. The desire in your
heart to baptize your child is one of them. The promises you
make for your child on this day will begin to form your child
into a faithful follower of Christ. But the day of baptism is only
the beginning of this journey. Being baptized is a life changing
event.
The Sacrament of Baptism at St. Paul Catholic Church takes
place on the first three Saturdays of every month in English and
the fourth Saturday of every month in Spanish. If your child is
to be baptized please call our Baptismal Coordinator, Maria
Mendez, at 813-961-3023. Parents and Godparents will be
asked to attend a baptismal preparation class.

SACRAMENT CORNER
•Preparations for the reception of the Sacraments of
Baptism, Reconciliation, First Communion and
Confirmation are coordinated though the Faith
Formation Office. Please call 813-961-3023.
•For preparation to receive the Sacrament of Holy
Matrimony, please call Maria Costa at 813-961-3023.
•For information regarding our Vocations Program and
Formation to receive the Sacrament of Holy Orders
please contact Sister Theresa Betz at 813-961-3023.
•For Anointing of the Sick please contact Barbara Gray at
813-961-3023.

St. Paul Catholic Church offers a free subscription,
to our parishioners, for formed.org!
1. Sign-up by at www.stpaulchurch.formed.org
2. Click on Register and enter the code: P33JN2
3. Enjoy movies, books and more!

Announcements
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PASSION PLAY 2020!

The 9th Annual Tampa Bay Men’s Conference
“Courageously Living the Gospel”
Featuring Jesse Romero, Gus Lloyd, Justin Fatica
and Bishop Gregory Parkes
Saturday, March 2, 2019
Higgins Hall
St. Lawrence Catholic Church, Tampa
Tickets are $40 per person • Father/Son combo tickets are two for $40

*Tickets include lunch and free parking

Counseling Services

Offered by Dr. Pat Berne
Please call 813-961-3023 to make an appointment

Legal Consultation and Referral Service
Every Monday by appointment only
Please call 813-961-3023

Divorced and Separated Support Group

This ministry provides caring support for both women and
men experiencing separation or divorce. The group meets
every Friday night at 7:30pm in the St. Paul Parish Center.
You may come as often as you would like...every week, once a
month or whenever it is convenient for you. No charges/no
fees. All are welcome! For more information and to answer
any questions, please call Don Hemke at 813-205-1735.

AA Meetings: Do you feel your life is out of control? Is

Alcohol ruining your life? Help is here! Our parish is blessed
to host weekly Alcoholics Anonymous meetings every
Wednesday at 8:15pm in the St Michael Building. For more
information, call 813-933-9123. May God bless you!

Why not gift yourself and your spouse with
an amazing pilgrimage to Bavaria, Austria,
and Hungary! Every ten years for hundreds
of years, the small Bavarian town of
Oberammergau hosts a Passion Play for all
the world. We will also visit the medieval
city of Innsbruck, the baroque Benedictine
Abbey of Ettal, the romantic castle of
Neuschwanstein before embarking on a
cruise up the Danube…..visiting such
picturesque
cities
as
Nuremberg,
Regensburg, Passau, Melk, Vienna and
Budapest (pictured). Be sure to reserve your
trip now as there are limited spots!
Call Margie at 1-800-644-4659 for more
information!

“Go, eat rich foods and drink sweet drinks, and allot portions to those who had nothing prepared…” (Neh 8:10).

Stewardship: A Way of Life
Welcome to our
St. Paul Parish Family!
We are a big parish with a small parish feel
being welcoming, accepting, and warm. St.
Paul’s is a stewardship parish where we celebrate our God-given
gifts, talents, and abilities and respond to His blessings by
generously sharing our time, talent, and treasure. You will quickly
discover that there is a spirit of welcome and acceptance evident at
St. Paul's.
The spirit is evident in our communal prayer and in the diverse ministries
and group activities we promote and support. No matter what your
station or status in life may be, you will find that the St. Paul community
welcomes you and is prepared to help you participate in the life of the
parish to the extent that is practical to you.
How to Register:

•Pick up a registration folder located in the Narthex of the Church.
•Download a registration form from our website at www.StPaulChurch.com.
•Stop by the Parish Office to pick one up.
•Call 916-3026 to request one be mailed to your home.
•E-mail lerickson@StPaulChurch.com to e-mail you one.
You can return your registration form via mail to the church address,
drop it in the offertory basket, drop it off at the Parish Office or e-mail it
back to lerickson@StPaulChurch.com
There is always something happening at St. Paul’s so be sure to take a
bulletin home with you!

A Stewardship Moment …
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Coffee & Donuts
Your Host Today:

Partners in Prayer
This ministry’s mission is to join those who pray with those
who have prayer intentions. They are a ministry committed
to responding to email prayer requests by offering a simple
prayer for the intention of the requestor. All are welcome to
become a link in the chain, to do something little with great
love. It is a great ministry for anyone who would like to be
more engaged in our family of faith, but may have time or
travel constraints.

For more information, contact
Kate Breuninger
PartnersinPrayers@StPaulChurch.com

Leaving a Legacy
Leaving a legacy by
including St. Paul Catholic
Church in your will is most
appreciated. There can be
many advantages to leaving
a gift in this way. Naming
our parish as an entity in your will, trust, or as a beneficiary
on a life insurance policy is a way for any parishioner to
bless future generations through a legacy gift and support
the ministry of the church. For additional information
please call Michael Maloney at 813-961-3023 or e-mail
mmaloney@stpaulchurch.com.

Sign up for Online Giving!
Today’s reading from the Gospel of Luke offers us the
first words of Jesus as he begins his public ministry. The
words reflect his understanding of his Spirit-anointed
mission. His words are his “Mission Statement.” Good
stewards rejoice in being followers of Jesus. They realize
that Jesus’ commission is their commission as well. They
embrace it and adopt it as their own. We, too, have “glad
tidings” to bring to a suffering world.
This year, how will we fulfill Christ’s commission in
the world in which he has placed us, using the gifts
he has entrusted to us?

It’s simple and convenient.
For more information, go to: StPaulChurch.com

Offertory
January 20, 2019
Offertory: $24,525
Online Giving: $12,240
Attendance: 4,934
Envelopes: 676

Thank you for your generosity!
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Growing Your Faith!
Faith in Action: “Go, eat rich foods and drink

sweet drinks, and allot portions to those who had
nothing prepared…” (Neh 8:10).
Ezra's
instructions to the people show us that God does
not forbid us from enjoying the good things in life.
He wants us to be happy! However, God expects us to be
grateful for all that He has given us and to generously share our
blessings with those who are in need without expecting anything
in return.

Living Faith: In today’s Gospel Jesus

appointed 72 disciples to prepare the way for
him. By virtue of your Confirmation, you
too are His disciple. How are you preparing a way for Him?

On a Lighter Note: I recently drove about

2000 miles on various U.S. highways.
Along the side of the road there were
many shrines marking where people had
died in auto accidents. Almost all the
shrines included a cross. I only saw a couple with Stars
of David. There's only one possible conclusion……...
…………………Jews are better drivers than Christians!
Due to copyright restrictions, we are not
able to print the Scriptures with the
Reflections of Dr. Jack Conroy.

I. Nehemiah 8:2-4a, 5-6, 8-10. The
Reading of the (rediscovered) Torah
Reflection:
This is a legendary
description of the “re-discovery” of the
Law (Torah) at the time the Temple in
Jerusalem is rebuilt. (Approx. 529 BC).
There is a parallel to the commands
Moses gave to the people in
Deuteronomy, Chapter 31, where Torah
was read in the hearing of all the people,
and where they were exhorted to
“listen” to the Law. This is a “Renewal”
story; for here the Law, for a time lost
to the People of God, was rediscovered.
The underlying theory is that Torah, the
Word of God, was something that
demanded a presence in the lives of that
People; and here we see it “restored.”
But it was not only the Torah, the Law,
(as a book) that was rediscovered; it was
the fact that the Word as the strength of
the People that became apparent. This
applies to us just as much as to the
ancient Israelites.
II. 1 Corinthians 12:12-14, 27 (Short
Form) The Principle of Unity

Environment: It is everyone’s
responsibility that our parish remains a safe
environment. Please be sure that your children
are supervised at all times, including the
bathroom and grounds. All adults who work
with children or vulnerable adults as part of
their ministry are to complete the Safe Environment Training
and the requisite background checks (for more information,
contact Barbara Gray via email at bgray@stpaulchurch.com.
Report all suspicious activity directly to the police at (813) 2478000 as well as the parish office. In cases of suspected abuse
call the police and the diocesan Victim Assistance Minister
(toll free 1-866-407-4505). If you have any questions or
concerns, please see any member of our staff.
Safe

Note:
We
strive
to
accommodate those with special needs.
If you have a special need, please
contact the Minsters of Hospitality
prior to the Mass so that we may assist
you. A priest, deacon, or Extraordinary
Minister of Communion will gladly bring the Eucharist
to you. Let us know how we may serve you better!
Please

Reflection: This is a continuation of the
discussion St. Paul had with his
Corinthian brethren about which we
read last week.
It is the logical
consequence.
It emphasizes that
regardless of the gifts we are given, we
are a single Body. If you read St. Paul
and see how he uses the word, “Christ,”
in many cases you can substitute the
word “Church” and have an identical
meaning. We are “baptized” into one
body, the Church (which is Christ); and
in the longer form, we read that one part
of the body (for instance, the eye)
cannot say to another part that it is
superior and does not need the other.
So with us. The gifts we are given does
not create a hierarchy, so that one is
superior to another. St. Paul then
suggests some of the most radical
thought of his letters: we are one body,
“Jews or Greeks, Slaves or Free.” To
call a slave the equal of a free person in
the ancient world was to think centuries
(millennia?) ahead of oneself. In a
Galatians parallel, St. Paul includes
“male and female” as well as “salves and
free” in the equation. The Spirit of the
Lord offers equality within which the
gifts of that Spirit can operate. Hard for
us to grasp in a church that is so

structured; it is a challenge for all of us
in the Body!
III.
Luke 1:1-4, 4:14-21.
Introductions.

Two

Reflection: There are two distinct parts
to this reading: 1) the first is the
introduction to the Gospel, dedicated to
a certain “Theophilus.” Whether this is
a real person or not is immaterial; the
Greek would translate “A Lover of
God.” Hence, we can presume that St.
Luke was directing the Gospel to us as
well as to a single person.
And
“Theophilus” is already a Christian,
since he already received instruction. 2)
The second part of the reading occurs at
the beginning of Jesus’ ministry, where
he reads Isaiah 61:1-2. He then
announces to his own villagers in
Nazareth that He is the person about
whom Isaiah wrote. The Gospel story
continues, but ends with his neighbors
becoming furious and “cast him out of
town.” (4:29) and attempting to kill him
right then! As Ezra announced the Law,
Jesus announced that He was the one
who brings a new interpretation of the
Law¼but instead of people rejoicing,
they try to kill him. That’s the story of
how Jesus is received.

“Go, eat rich foods and drink sweet drinks, and allot portions to those who had nothing prepared…” (Neh 8:10).

Excursion: Basilica of the National Shrine of Mary
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