
 

 

"Formed by Word and Sacrament, we, the people of St. Paul Catholic Church,  
are a Spirit-led, Eucharist-centered, vibrant multicultural Christian community of faith, living our love for 

God and neighbor while growing together as disciples of Christ." 

 Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time                                   Sunday, February 9, 2020 

 

 
WEEKEND MASSES 

 

Saturday Vigil Masses 
5:30pm   

Missa em Português: 7:30pm 
 

Sunday Masses 
7:30am, 9:00am, 10:45am,  

12:30pm, 5:30pm 
Misa en Español:  2:00pm  

 

WEEKDAY MASSES 

Monday through Friday 
7:30am and 12:15pm 

 

Saturday Masses 
8:30am Mass 

(Morning Prayer and  
Benediction 8:10am) 

 

First Friday Mass 7:30pm 
Third Friday Mass 7:30pm 

*Fourth Friday Mass 7:30pm  
*(en Español) 

 

Reconciliation (Confession) 
Monday to Friday 11:30am - Noon 
Saturdays at 10:00am and 4:00pm  

or upon request 
 

Eucharistic Adoration  
Monday to Thursday 

8:00am to 8:30pm 
Compline & Benediction  

 

Friday 8:00am to  
Saturday 8:30am Mass 

 

Morning Prayer 
Monday - Friday 7:10am 

Saturday 8:10am 

 

Anointing of the Sick 
Every Second Saturday  
of the Month at 8:30am 

 

Church Office Hours: 
Monday - Friday 8:00am to 4:00pm 

 

Website: 
www.stpaulchurch.com 

 

Contact us at: 
info@stpaulchurch.com 

 
 

St. Paul Catholic Church 
and Preschool 

 

www.stpaulchurch.com 

12708 North Dale Mabry Highway, Tampa, Florida  33618-2802     
Phone  (813) 961-3023  †  Fax  (813) 962-8780  
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My Dear Friends, 

This weekend, we are blest to welcome “home” Sr. Corazon Salazar of the 
Mary Queen of Heaven Missionaries to our parish.  Sister joins us each year to 
invite us to support her “pink sisters” as they work to rescue young women 
who are living on the street or caught up in human trafficking.  Please visit her 
in the Narthex and thank her for her work.  If you can, I know she would be 
grateful for your financial support as well. 

Speaking of helping those in need, I would like to thank you for your 
continued generous support of our diocesan Annual Pastoral Appeal.  This 
appeal funds hundreds of ministries in our diocese which help hundreds of 
thousands of people throughout our five county diocese.  The funds are used 
to pay for the education and formation of our seminarians, housing for the 
poor, elderly, and disabled, services for those with unexpected or unwanted 
pregnancies, help to migrant families, and care for the homeless.  St. Paul 
benefits in many ways from the Appeal as we depend upon the continued 
expertise of the diocese to help us provide the highest quality of pastoral care.  
I recently made my pledge online (www.dosp.org/give).  It took less than five 
minutes.  Be sure to note that you are a parishioner of St. Paul TAMPA so 
that your donation is credited to our assessment.  Thank you! 

This Friday is Saint Valentine’s Day.  This is another Christian holiday whose 
meaning has been trivialized by Madison Avenue and those who are fearful of 
anything religious.  While there are several Valentines recognized as saints by 
our Church, the people of Terni, a small town about six miles from Rome, 
claim him as their own.  Valentine was the Bishop of Terni who was scourged, 
imprisoned, stoned, and then beheaded on this day in 350 because of his 
desire to wed young couples against the wishes of Emperor Aurelius. The 
Emperor felt that married men made poor soldiers…. so he banned young 
men from marriage.  Bishop Valentine believed that marriage was part of 
God's plan and purpose for the world and refused to bend to the demands of 
the state. Today, more than ever, we need to support those who have 
embraced the Sacrament of Marriage. 

This Saturday, February 15th, we are blest to host the internationally renowned 
biblical scholar and speaker, Dr. Scott Hahn.  Come to the Mass at 8:30am.  
Afterwards he will speak on “The Road to Emmaus and Ongoing 
Conversion” and “Silent Knight, Holy Knight: St. Joseph and the Holy 
Family.”  Tickets are only available online at https://stpaulcenter.com/
product/tampa/. 

Looking ahead, Ash Wednesday is only a few weeks away.  Please mark your 
calendars and be sure to join us for our annual St. Paul Fest on the Tuesday 
BEFORE Ash Wednesday or February 25 from 6pm-9pm!  We are blest with 
a multicultural parish.  On this evening, parishioners are invited to share their 
favorite dishes from their country of origin.  The evening also features music 
and dancing from the various cultures represented in our parish.  Join in the 
fun and if you can supply food or music, contact Laurie at the parish office.   

Last but not least, Ash Wednesday is only a few weeks away.  Now is the time 
to return your old palms to the Parish Office to be burned.  These ashes are 
used to mark the beginning of our Lenten journey on Ash Wednesday, 
February 26.  Thank you! 

Know you are in my prayers as we continue to grow courageously together in faith, 

 
Fr. Bill Swengros, Pastor 
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We’re here to serve you! 
 

Clergy 
Fr. Bill Swengros    Pastor 
Fr. Robert Romaine  Parochial Vicar 
Fr. Ambrose  
Kadambukatt, OCD Parochial Vicar  
Deacon Carlos Celaya  RCIA 
Deacon Ray Dever     Mental Health Support 
Deacon Frank Henriquez  Ministry to Homebound  
  and  Nursing Homes  
Deacon Rich Spiro   
 

Faith Formation 
Carmen Cayon Director 
Maria Costa                 RCIA, Marriage Prep, 
 Adult  Confirmation, 
 Quinceañeras 
Sonia Eberhardt         K-5 Faith Formation  
 Coordinator, 1st Holy 
 Communion Prep 
Maria Mendez Baptism and 
 FORMED® Coordinator   
Silvia Rivera               Religious Education 
 Assistant (Records) 
Andy Gotsch    High School Youth 
 Minister 
Theresa Adams          Middle School Youth
 Minister 
 

Preschool 
Abbie Johnson            Director 
Mindy Geer                Assistant Director 
 

Liturgy 
Mary Gant                   Music Director 
Elizabeth Hays           Liturgist, Bereavement 
 Minister 
 

Parish Support 
Brian Smith       Parish Manager  
Laurie Erickson Director of Ministries 
Louis Gobin Accountant 
Barbara Gray               Pastoral Administrative 
  Assistant (Scheduling)     
Sam Mathai                Maintenance 
Charles Yezak, Jr.        Director of 
 Communications  

 

www.stpaulchurch.com 
 

www.facebook.com/stpaultpa 
 

info@stpaulchurch.com 

 
Our Vision Statement:  

“Growing Together as Disciples 
of Christ.” 

 
Front cover photo credits:  Charles Yezak, Jr. 

http://www.StPaulChurch.com
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“Let your light shine before others, that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father who is in heaven” (Mt 5:16).   

Are you curious about the Catholic faith or have 
you ever thought about becoming a Catholic? 

 

The Rite of Christian 
Initiation for Adults 

(RCIA) Program  
is just for you! 

 

Adults from all faith traditions, or no religious 
background at all, are welcome to participate 
in our informal meetings to learn more about 
the Catholic Faith.  Join our next initial inquiry 
session on:  

 

Wednesday, February 12 
7:30pm in the Parish Center 

 

(Offered in English and Spanish) 
 

Subsequent sessions to follow on: 
March 25, April 15, May 27,  

June 17 and July 15 
 

Contact Maria Costa at 
mcosta@stpaulchurch.com 

 

The event will begin with the Celebration of 

the Holy Mass at 8:30am.  Dr. Hahn will then 

enlighten us with two talks:  “The Road to 

Emmaus and Ongoing Conversion” and 

“Silent Night, Holy Knight:  St. Joseph and 

the Holy Family. 

https://stpaulcenter.com/product/tampa/  

FEBRUARY 11 
WORLD DAY  
OF THE SICK 

 

February 11 is World Day of the Sick, an observation 
introduced by Pope John Paul II as a way for believers to offer 
prayers for those suffering from illnesses. The day coincides 
with the commemoration of Our Lady of Lourdes and is an 
important opportunity for those who serve in Catholic health 
ministry to reflect on caring for those who are sick as well as 
those who provide care to them.  
 

A prayer for all  those who work in Catholic 
health care on the World Day of the Sick  

 

Loving God, you created us with the capacity to 
heal, to restore and to offer peace through our role 
in Catholic health care ministry. Help us to be signs 
of love and compassion in the world today — 
honoring every person we meet who is in need of 
healing. When our burdens are heavy, renew us, 
remind us of the blessing of our calling and 
reawaken our commitment to the healing ministry. 
Amen.  

https://stpaulcenter.com/product/tampa/
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FIGHT HUMAN TRAFFICKING! 
 

Sister Corazon Salazar, from Mary Queen of Heaven 
Missionaries (a religious community from the Archdiocese of 
Cebu, Philippines and the Archdiocese of Los Angeles, 
California), is visiting our parish this weekend. She is asking 
for our help to continue supporting their mission in saving 
women and children victims of human trafficking and 
prostitution in the Philippines which they rescue and shelter in 
their rehabilitation center, The Home of Love. 
 

The Home of Love provides all the programs and services 
with loving care for free, with no age limitation for a 
maximum stay of five years. The following interventions, 
mentioned below, are provided with love and discipline.  The 
holistic program consists of: temporary shelter; basic needs; 
medical and dental services; psychological therapy and 
counseling; educational assistance for the victims and their 
children; livelihood training; spiritual formation; child care; 
and good parenting practices.  
 

The missionaries are also looking for sponsors to help provide 
high school education for the very poor children who are at 
risk of trafficking. They have 5,000 high school students at 
present and they hope to help 10,000 more this year. They 
need your help to attain their goal by sponsoring one or more 
of these poor children to study in high school…. your 
generous donation will enable them to extend their help to 
many more.  
 

Please stop by at their table after Mass today.  Rosaries and 
other religious articles will be available for sale after Mass as 
well as sponsorship information. You can be a missionary for 
the Lord through the Mary Queen of Heaven Missionaries.  
You may contact Sr. Corazon J. Salazar, MQHM, directly by 
phone at (818) 235-8967 or send an email to: 
srcjsalazar0213@gmail.com. Information is also available 
on their website at:  http://www.mqhm.org.   † 

Picture above:  The front side of the second building of The 
Home of Love that would accommodate 100 women and 
children victims of human trafficking.  

ASSOCIATES OF 
THE BLESSED 
SACRAMENT 

† 
Saint Paul  

Catholic Church 
 

BEGINS, THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 20th 
Hour of Adoration in Chapel 

1:00pm - 2:00pm 
 

Fellowship and Formation follows in the  
Parish Center – Room H from 2:00pm to 3:00pm 

 
Make 2020 a year to deepen your love and 
relationship with God. Discern the call of holiness by 
becoming an Associate of the Blessed Sacrament. 
 

Reserve the third Thursday of the month to discern a 
Canonical Lay Vocation devoted to Jesus Eucharistic 
following the Charism of Saint Peter Julian Eymard, 
The Apostle of the Eucharist. Discern the Rule of Life 
for Associates in twelve sessions. The Initial 
Formation Program consists of a syllabus of twelve 
separate topics designed to introduce a Fraternal 
Eucharistic Community of Adoration and Mission 
with a brief introduction to its history and patron 
saint. Enter the program at or after the February 20th. 
 

We desire to place the Eucharist at the center of our 
family life committed to the duties of adorers. The 
diocese challenges us to be Missionary Disciples, to 
live as members of the Body of Christ. In prayers and 
service, our life draws inspiration from the Eucharist 
in adoration and apostolic works. The Lay Association 
pursues a call to holiness by living a life centered in 
the Eucharist as Eucharistic Evangelizers engaged 
with Eucharistic Jesus and devoted to those 
encounters in our daily life. 
 

Express Interest & Contact:  
Gloria Jung, Servant Leader    

gfjung@tampabay.rr.com or (727) 372-1792  
 

Diocese Parish Director: 
Rev. Bill Fickel, S.S.S.  

(727) 938-1974 

NOTICE:  The Parish Office will be closed on Monday, 
February 17 in observance of Presidents’ Day and  
will reopen on Tuesday, February 18 at 8:00am. 

mailto:gfjung@tampabay.rr.com
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“Let your light shine before others, that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father who is in heaven” (Mt 5:16).   

MARRIED 5 YEARS OR LESS?  
THEN JOIN US FOR A SPECIAL... 

VALENTINE’S DANCE  
ON FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 21st  AT 7:00 P.M. 

IN THE FAMILY CENTER 
 

PLESE RSVP TO MARIA COSTA AT 
MCOSTA@STPAULCHURCH.COM OR  

CALL (813) 961-3023 

                                                                                                                                
Men… Does your faith life need a boost? 

Then join over a thousand other Catholic men, at 
all levels of faith, from parishes throughout the 
diocese as they gather to revitalize their spirits 
during a day of prayer, reconciliation, learning 
and fellowship! 

 

10th Annual  
Tampa Bay Men’s Conference 

 

Featuring Dr. Tim Gray and Peter Herbeck  
 

Saturday, February 22, 2020 
8:00am - 3:00pm 

Higgins Hall 
St Lawrence Catholic Church, Tampa 

 

Tickets are $40 per person with Father/Son 
combo tickets at two for $40.   

Tickets include lunch and free parking!  
 

For tickets or more information visit: 
 SuncoastCatholicMinistries.com 

ST. PAUL FEST 
Food & Music from 
around the World 

Tuesday, February 25th 
(Yes...the day before Lent begins) 

Join us the day before Lent begins, from 6pm -
9pm on Feb. 25 to celebrate our cultural 
diversity at St. Paul by showing off your 
country’s food, costume, music, and dance. 
 

Do you like to cook?  Would you share your 
favorite dish from the country you came from? 
 

What state in the U.S. were you born in?  Did it 
have a favorite dish?  Would you be willing to 
share with your fellow parishioners? 
 

Would you like to perform a song or dance 
from your country?     

 

Contact Laurie at 813-961-3023 or  
lerickson@stpaulchurch.com  

OUR LADY OF GOOD HEALTH 

& OUR LADY OF LOURDES  

HEALING MASS 
FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 21 

7:00PM NOVENA & ROSARY 

7:30PM MASS 

7:30am 
9:00am 

12:15pm 
2:00pm 
4:00pm 
5:30pm 

6:00pm 
(Portuguese - FC) 

 

7:00pm  
(Lifeteen) 

 

8:00pm  
(Spanish - FC) 

http://www.suncoastcatholicministries.com


 

 

• Preparations for the reception of the Sacraments of 
Baptism, Reconciliation, First Communion and 
Confirmation are coordinated though the Faith 
Formation Office.  Please call (813) 961-3023.    

• For preparation to receive the Sacrament of Holy 
Matrimony or for Convalidation, please call Maria 
Costa at (813) 961-3023.   

• For Anointing of the Sick, please contact Barbara Gray 
at (813) 961-3023. 

ST. PAUL NURSERY 
 

The St. Paul Children’s Nursery is open weekly on 
Saturday nights for the 5:30pm Vigil Mass and Sunday 
mornings for the 9:00am and 10:45am Masses.  If you 
would like to utilize the Nursery for a ministry event, we 
invite the ministry leader to please contact Maria Mendez 
at (813) 961-3023.   
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  St. Paul Faith Formation     
We are rooted in Faith and growing in grace 

God reaches out to us in all kinds of ways. The desire in your 
heart to baptize your child is one of them. The promises you 
make for your child on this day will begin to form your child 
into a faithful follower of Christ. However, the day of baptism 
is only the beginning of this journey. Baptism is indeed a life 
changing event! 
 

The Sacrament of Baptism at St. Paul Catholic Church takes 
place on the first three Saturdays of every month in English and 
the fourth Saturday of every month in Spanish.   If your child 
needs to be baptized please contact our Baptism Coordinator, 
Maria Mendez, at (813) 961-3023 or via email at: 
mmendez@stpaulchurch.com. Parents and Godparents will 
be asked to attend a baptismal preparation class. 

Baptism 

Interested in receiving text messages regarding 
upcoming Youth Group activities and events?   

If YES, please text: 
 

@9bf4c7 to 81010   
St. Paul Tampa Youth Group Instagram Account: 

stpaultampayg 

 

 

Sunday Nights 
6:30pm - 8:30pm 

Family Center 
 

Join us for Teen Alpha now through April 5! 
 

Next meeting will be Sunday, February 9! 
 

Teen Alpha will be held on the following dates: 
February 16; February 23; March 1; March 15; 
March 22; March 29; and April 5.  We will not 

meet on March 8. 

FAITH FORMATION REGISTRATION 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

If your child is not currently attending a Catholic 
School, he or she should be registered in our 
parish’s Religious Education Program.  If your child 
is over the age of 7 and has not started preparing 
for First Communion or is over the age of 13 and has 
not started to prepare for Confirmation, please 
contact us!  We can help you begin the preparation 
process.  It is not too late to inquire about Faith 
Formation!  Please contact us at (813) 961-3023. 



 

 

“Let your light shine before others, that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father who is in heaven” (Mt 5:16).   

www.facebook.com/stpaultpa 
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Office: 813-264-3314 ▪ Email: director@stpaulchurch.com 

         License # C HC 110273 

Excellence in Catholic preschool education for over 35 years 

What a fantastic Catholic 
Schools Week we had here 
at the Preschool!  We 
finished up the week with 
our annual Spaghetti Dinner 
on Friday, January 31.  The 
Dr. Seuss theme really 
resonated with our children 
and their familiarity with the 
famous children’s books 
that we all love.  A HUGE 

shout out to Monica Bliss for putting on such an amazing 
night, all of her hard work was evident and we are so proud to 
have her on our staff.  Thank you, once again, to our 
wonderful Knights of Columbus for helping us serve dinner.   
 

                             — Abbie Johnson, Director 

2020 Diaconate Discernment Sessions: Beginning this 
September, our diocesan Diaconate Office will offer a series of 
discernment sessions for those men who are considering a 
calling to ministry as a permanent deacon.  These sessions are 
required preparation for, and an integral part of, the application 
and evaluation process which will occur during the first half of 
the following year.  Before participating in the discernment 
sessions, inquirers will meet with the director of the program 
to learn about the discernment process, the requirements of 
the formation program, and the ministry of the deacon.  If you 
are interested, please contact Sue Huertas in the 
Diaconate Office: (727) 341-6826 or by email: 
smh@dosp.org.  

Join us in reading the  
New Testament in 2020!  

 

 Saturday 2/8 Lk 19:28-48 
Sunday 2/9 Lk 20:1-26 
Monday 2/10 Lk 20:27-47 
Tuesday 2/11 Lk 21:1-19 
Wednesday 2/12 Lk 21:20-38 
Thursday 2/13 Lk 22:1-30 
Friday 2/14 Lk 22:31-46 
Saturday 2/15 Lk 22:47-71 
Sunday 2/16 Lk 23:1-25 

 

For the full reading list, visit 
www.stpaulchurch.com 

 

For Father Bill’s commentary, 
join our Facebook page: 

www.facebook.com/stpaultpa 

St. Paul Catholic Church Alpha Prayer 
 

O Lord my God, You are the Alpha and the 
Omega, the fount of life and love, the source of 
joy and true peace.  Bless us as we journey 
through Alpha, may we grow as a family of 
faith, hope and love, as intentional disciples of 
your Son and our Lord Jesus Christ.  May 
we be known for our love for You, and our compassion for others, 
especially the poor and the elderly, the sick and the oppressed.  May 
Alpha be for each of us, a time of discovery and enrichment, a place 
of welcome and fellowship, and an opportunity to grow ever closer to 
you.  Bless Alpha, bless our parish, bless our families.  We ask you 
this, O Merciful Father, through the power of the Holy Spirit, in the 
name of Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen! 

St. Paul Catholic Church to host New York Times Bestselling Author... 
 

DECEMBER 15 
7:00PM - 8:30PM 

Order your tickets online for this upcoming event 
today at:  

DynamicCatholic.com/Tampa 

Welcome Home!!  We would like to extend a 
hearty welcome to those who have recently 
moved to our parish.  We certainly hope you 
feel at home.  You are encouraged to register 
and to participate in our ministries, see a 

minister of hospitality for a Welcome Folder.  If you are 
involved in a particular ministry in your previous parish, why 
not continue that ministry here at St Paul’s?  We can always 
use another Minister of Hospitality, Eucharistic Minister, or 
Catechist!  If you are a member of the Knights of Columbus 
or your parish prayer group, join us!  If you are interested in 
starting a new ministry, let us know!  Don’t hesitate to 
become involved, you will be glad you did! 



 

 

Saturday, February 8, 2020 
Saint Jerome Emiliani; Saint Josephine Bakhita, Virgin 
8:30am    Rafael Cordies †  

5:30pm    Frank and Carolina Durand † 

7:30pm     Jonathan Valancius (int.) 
 

Sunday, February 9, 2020 
Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
7:30am    Jaroslaw P. Miernik † 

9:00am     Charles Husein † 

10:45am     Aura and Jose Serrato † 

12:30pm     Michael and Mike Hingson † 

2:00pm    St. Paul Parishioners (int.) 

5:30pm    Forunato Jesus Davalos † 

 

Monday, February 10, 2020 
Memorial of Saint Scholastica, Virgin 
7:30am     Isabel Bondoc † 

12:15pm   St. Paul’s Women of Grace (int.) 
   

Tuesday, February 11, 2020 
Our Lady of Lourdes 
7:30am    Robert and Irene Gutowski Kvatsak † 

12:15pm    Clyde Williams, Sr. † 
  

Wednesday, February 12, 2020 
7:30am    Peg Thiele † 

12:30pm   Consecrated Life and Priestly Vocations (int.)   
   

Thursday, February 13, 2020 
7:30am    Alicia Celeste Martinez † 

12:15pm   Valentin Elias (int.) 
 

Friday, February 14, 2020 
Memorial of Saints Cyril, Monk and Methodius, Bishop 
7:30am    Joseph Kosiorek †   

12:15pm   Kevin Mason † 
   

Saturday, February 15, 2020 
8:30am    Kimtan Nguyen †  

5:30pm    Cesar Cruz † 

7:30pm     Jim and Margaret Tamburo † 
 

Sunday, February 16, 2020 
Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
7:30am    Demer’s Family † 

9:00am     John Hendrickson † 

10:45am     John Parker † 

12:30pm     Louise Francescon † 

2:00pm    Greter Morales Soto †  

5:30pm    St. Paul Parishioners (int.)  
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Pope Francis: “The Christmas crèche speaks to us of the 
love of God, the God who became a child 
in order to make us know how close he is 
to every man, woman and child, regardless 
of their condition.  Dear brothers and 
sisters, the Christmas crèche is part of the 

precious yet demanding process of passing on the faith. 
Beginning in childhood, and at every stage of our lives, it 
teaches us to contemplate Jesus, to experience God’s love for 
us, to feel and believe that God is with us and that we are with 
him, his children, brothers and sisters all, thanks to that Child 
who is the Son of God and the Son of the Virgin Mary. And 
to realize that in that knowledge we find true happiness. Like 
Saint Francis, may we open our hearts to this simple grace, so 
that from our wonderment a humble prayer may arise: a 
prayer of thanksgiving to God, who wished to share with us 
his all, and thus never to leave us alone” (Pope Francis, 
Apostolic Letter Admirabile signum, 1 December 2019, n. 10)
(see StPaulChurch.com for full document).  

Sunday Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 Is 58:7-10; Ps 112:4-5, 6-7, 8-9; 1 Cor 2:1-5;  
 Mt 5:13-16 
Monday 1 Kgs 8:1-7, 9-13; Ps 132:6-7, 8-10; Mk 6:53-56 
Tuesday 1 Kgs 8:22-23, 27-30; Ps 84:3, 4, 5 and 10, 11;  
 Mk 7:1-13 
Wednesday 1 Kgs 10:1-10; Ps 37:5-6, 30-31, 39-40; Mk 7:14-23 
Thursday 1 Kgs 11:4-13; Ps 106:3-4, 35-36, 37 and 40;  
 Mk 7:24-30 
Friday 1 Kgs 11:29-32, 12:19; Ps 81:10-11ab, 12-13,  
 14-15; Mk 7:31-37 
Saturday 1 Kgs 12:26-32; 13:33-34; Ps 106:6-7ab, 19-20,  
 21-22; Mk 8:1-10 
Sunday Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 Sir 15:15-20; Ps 119:1-2, 4-5, 17-18, 33-34;  

1 Cor 2:6-10; Mt 5:17-37  

We pray for the repose of the souls of those 
recently departed: Betty McCaffrey, Silvia 
Garcia, Michael Muraszewski, Dahlia Martinez, 
Betty McCaffrey Lincoln Gobin, Julio Herrera, Paul 
Gonzalez, Pauline Hammond, Dr. Sam Ferreri, 

John Parker, Mary Kay Phelps, and Robert Michael Mulroy.  
 
 

Please remember in your prayers those with various 
health needs: Jan Jenkins, Patricia Smith, Jaime Zambrano, 
Mary Garcia, Allan Garcia, Frank Loscalzo, Doreen Miller, 
Leelah Sharma, Anne Marie Q. and Nancy H. Cramer. 

Morning Prayer: Lord, I am yours, and must belong only to 
you.  My soul is yours and must live only through you.  My 
will is yours and must love only for you.  I must love you as 
my first cause, since I am from you, as my goal and rest, since 
I am for you.  I must love you more than my own being, since 
my being comes from you.  I must love you more than myself, 
since I am all yours and all in you.  Amen.  

                        – St. Francis de Sales 
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“Let your light shine before others, that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father who is in heaven” (Mt 5:16).   

Looking Ahead! February 15: Scott Hahn 
is here from 8:30am -12:00pm…. buy your 
tickets online today!; February 21: Our Lady 
of Good Health/Our Lady of Lourdes 
Healing Mass, Rosary at 7:00pm, Mass at 

7:30pm ; February 23: Safe Haven Sunday; February 25: St. 
Paul Fest (A multicultural food and music festival), 6:00pm - 
9:00pm; February 26: Ash Wednesday - Masses at 7:30am, 
9:00am, 12:15pm, 2:00pm, 4:00pm, 5:30pm, 6:00pm 
(Portuguese), 7:00pm LifeTeen, and 8:00pm (Spanish);  
February 29 - March 3: Lenten Mission with Fr. Frank 
DeSiano, CP; March 7: Alpha Getaway; March 13: Lenten 
Concert at 7:30pm; March 18:  Q & A Sessions (Town Hall 
Meeting format) with Fr. Bill at 1:00pm and 7:00pm; March 
25: Annunciation, Rosary at 7:00pm, Mass at 7:30pm; March 
26: This Light is On For You, 5:00pm-8:00pm; March 31: 
Communal Reconciliation Service at 7:00pm; April 5: Palm 
Sunday; April 12:  Easter Sunday!  And don’t forget to buy 
your tickets online at DynamicCatholic.com/Tampa for 
Matthew Kelly on December 15!  

Saints of God:  On Monday we remember St. José Sánchez 
del Río.  From 1926 to 1929, the long-
oppressed Mexican Catholics took up arms 
against their government.  The Cristeros were 
named for their distinctive cry, “Viva Cristo 
Rey!” Long live Christ the King.  José Sánchez 
was only 14 years of age when he begged his 
mother to join them: “Mama, do not let me lose 

the opportunity to gain heaven so easily and so soon.”  She 
finally relented.  José became the flag-bearer.  In June of 1928, 
he was captured and imprisoned in a nearby church sacristy.  
He spent his days in prayer and writing to his families.  On 
February 10th, he was brutally tortured and before being 
executed was given one more chance to recant.  He bravely 
proclaimed, “Viva Cristo Rey!”  He then traced a cross on the 
ground, knelt and kissed it before being shot to death.   
 

Gracious God, through the intercession of Saint José Sánchez del 
Río, protect all those who are persecuted for professing the name 
of Christ the King.  Amen. 

Liturgical Ministries:  Please let us know if you are 
interested in volunteering in these ways: Altar Servers, Arts & 
Environment, Eucharistic Ministers of Holy Communion, 
Funeral Planning, Hospitality, Lectors and Sacristans. If one 
of these ministries appeals to you, please contact Elizabeth 
Hays, Liturgist and Bereavement Minister, via email at: 
ehays@stpaulchurch.com or call (813) 961-3023. 

Ask It Basket: “It is widely accepted that 
our Father is man, just like his Son, ... 
(although I think there are some who like to 
propose that God could be a female)... What 

about the Holy Spirit?  Does this even matter?”   
 

Interesting question!  The Catechism of the Catholic Church 
correctly notes that “God transcends the human distinction 
between the sexes.  He is neither man nor women: He is God.  
He also transcends human fatherhood and motherhood” (n. 
239).  Due to the limitations of language and the desire to 
express our understanding of God and our relationship to 
God, we speak of God as Father.  Similarly, Jesus is the 
Second Person of the Blessed Trinity.  In the mystery of the 
Incarnation, He became man.  The Holy Spirit is usually 
assigned a male pronoun in the English language while in 
romance languages, the Holy Spirit is referred to as “She.”  
Why don’t we refer to God as “it” in English?  Because God 
is love and invites us to a profoundly intimate and personal 
relationship as between spouses, parent and child, siblings, 
and trusted friends.  Thank you for asking!  If you have a 
question for the Ask It Basket, please send an email to Father 
Bill Swengros at frbill@stpaulchurch.com).  

AA Meetings: Do you feel your life is out of control?   Is 
Alcohol ruining your life?  Help is here!  Our parish is blest to 
host weekly Alcoholics Anonymous meetings on every 
Wednesday at 8:15pm in the St Michael Cabin.  For more 
information, call 813-933-9123.  May God bless you! 

Mass Appeal: While studying in Rome, I often went to St. 
Peter’s for a pontifical Mass.  I would often 
arrive early to get a good seat where I could 
see the Holy Father, Saint John Paul II.  
While many people took this opportunity to 
meet and visit with friends, then Cardinal 

Ratzinger would always go to his seat, kneel, and prayerfully 
prepare his heart to listen to the Word of God and to receive 
Christ in the Eucharist.  I’m sure Pope Francis does same 
thing.  Do we?  The time just prior to Mass is a wonderful 
time to open our hearts to God, asking for the grace to be 
open to his presence during the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass, 
begging forgiveness for our many sins, and interceding on 
behalf of those who most need our prayers.  Let us pray:  
 

Gracious God, I thank you for the privilege of offering worship to 
you this day.  Open my mouth that I may sing your praise.  
Open my ears that I may hear your Word.  Open my mind that 
I may contemplate your mysteries.  Open my hands that I may 
give freely of myself.  Open my heart that I may love you more 
and more.  I offer you all that I am, all that I’ve ever been, and 
all that I hope to be.  Help me O Lord to be worthy of these 
Sacred Mysteries.  Purify me so that this sacrifice may be 
pleasing to you and the merits and graces of this Holy Sacrament 
give me the strength to always do your will and serve those most 
in need.  Amen.  

Words of Wisdom: “I do not promise you happiness in this 
world, but in the next.” 
  

                      – Our Lady of Lourdes 

Parish Website:  www.stpaulchurch.com 

mailto:LouiseRomano@StPaulChurch.com


 

 

Celebrate National Marriage Week! 
The Respect Life Ministry will be honoring all married 

couples on the weekend of February 15-16. After all 

Masses, please stop by our beautifully decorated arch in 

the Courtyard to get your picture taken, receive a gift and 

learn about resources for strengthening your marriage.   
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The Bereavement Ministry offers God’s healing 
love through emotional, physical, mental and 
spiritual comfort. Our next, meeting will be 
held on Tuesday, February 11, from 7:30pm to 
9:00pm in the Parish Center, Room H. For more 
information, contact Kathy at (813) 361-5134. 

SUPPORT GROUP 
Wednesday, February 12 

7:30pm                                    

Parish Center - Room E 
Bring a friend!  Let’s help one another 

to do better with diabetes! 
 

diabetes@stpaulchurch.com 

St. Vincent de Paul Society 
Pantry Hours 

Monday & Thursday 9:00am - 12:00pm    
Assistance Line: (813) 264-3325  

 

Let’s have dinner with Jesus!  Your generous monetary and 
food donations for the less fortunate, that we serve, allow 
all of us to dine with Jesus.  Families tell us that they feel the 
presence of Jesus when they receive our assistance. 
 

If you would like to help, food donations to the St. Vincent 
de Paul Food Pantry can be left in the marked baskets in 
the church Narthex.  Monetary donations can be dropped in 
the Poor Box, located in the Narthex. Please make sure to 
specify SVDP in the memo line for check donations or you 
may use an offertory envelope for cash donations and label 
it SVDP.   
       

Thank you for your generosity! ~ SVDP Society 
 

Pantry Wish List This Week: 
Canned Fruit, Pancake Mix and Maple Syrup 

 

 

*Please note we are unable to use expired items* 

 

Pray the 
Rosary 
in Latin 

Sunday  
Mornings 
10:15am 

Prayer Room 

Home Makers of Hope Ministry 
has a representative at the Parish 
Center to accept donations on 
Fridays from 10:00am to 12:00pm.  
We continue to accept new or 
slightly used items.  We are in need 

of towels, bath mats, shower curtains, bedsheets and 
comforters (please label size) as well as pots, pans and 
flatware.  For additional questions, please send email to:  
home-makers-of-hope@stpaulchurch.com 

“IN THE WILDFLOWERS” RETREAT 
 

“In the Wildflowers” is for women 

who have suffered childhood sexual 

abuse.  This is a 10-week, Christ-

centered, private retreat. If you are 

interested in participating in this 

women’s retreat, please contact 

Cathy Hayter at (813) 843-8969 or send a message via email 

to: inthewildflowers@stpaulchurch.com or visit our 

website at:  www.wildflowersretreat.org.   

Spiritual Direction Available! 
Spiritual direction is a charism, a gift for both the 
director and the directee. The real spiritual director 
is the Holy Spirit. Listening is the essence of 
spiritual direction. Our spiritual director listens to 
the Holy Spirit within us and assists us in discerning 
where God is leading us.  Colleen Spiro, a 
parishioner of St. Paul Catholic Church, is a certified 
spiritual director. To make an appointment, send an 
email to:  
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“Let your light shine before others, that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father who is in heaven” (Mt 5:16).   

Bulletin Submissions: Submissions for the bulletin are due 
nine (9) days prior to the front cover date. Ministries are 
encouraged to send information regarding upcoming events 
to: bulletin@stpaulchurch.com  

Are you interested in experiences to enhance 

your faith?  Would you like to journey to a shrine 

or site that Catholic pilgrims consider important in 

the light of His faith?   
 

IGNITE YOUR FAITH is a ministry focused on 

pilgrimages to Florida and U.S. religious sites. 
 

igniteyourfaith@stpaulchurch.com  

 

• Thursday, February 13:  Mastering the Interview 

• Thursday, February 20:  Compensation Negotiation 

• Thursday, February 27:  Portfolio Development 

WEEKLY MEETINGS ARE HELD ON THURSDAYS, 
8:30AM - 11:30AM IN THE ST. MICHAEL BUILDING 

Legal Consultation and Referral Service  
Every Monday by appointment only 

  Please call (813) 961-3023 

Divorced and Separated Support Group 
This ministry provides caring support for both women and 
men experiencing separation or divorce.  The group meets 
every Friday night at 7:30pm in the St. Paul Parish Center, 
Room C.  No charges or fees.  All are welcome!  For more 
information, please call Don Hemke at (813) 205-1735. 

Counseling Services 
Offered by Dr. Pat Berne 

Please call (813) 961-3023 to make an appointment 

AA Meetings:  Do you feel your life is out of control?  Is 
Alcohol ruining your life?  Help is here!  Our parish is blessed 
to host weekly Alcoholics Anonymous meetings every 
Wednesday at 8:15pm in the St Michael Building.  For 
more information, call (813) 933-9123.  May God bless you! 

Apostles of  the Eucharist - Young Adults 
(Ages 18 - 27) 

 

Join us Tuesday, February 11 for Women’s Young Adult 
Bible Study at Amanda’s and on Saturday, February 15 
for ice skating at AdventHealth Center Ice. 
 

Our next meeting will be on Friday, February 21 for 
Adoration, PDQ and Vertical Ventures.  Please send an 
email to: merimee@verizon.net to participate in these 
upcoming events, to get on the email distribution  list or 
join our Instagram and/or Facebook page.   

The St. Francis 
of Assisi Ministry 
continues to accept 
prayer requests from 
those who are 
coping with the loss 
of a pet or struggling 
with their pet’s 
illness. Please submit 
prayer requests to:  st-francis-ministry@stpaulchurch.com 

ST. PAUL FEST 

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 25 
SEE PAGE 5 FOR MORE INFORMATION 

SPARS:  The next meeting of the St. Paul Active 

Retired Seniors will be on Wednesday, February 12  

at 1:00pm in the Parish Center, Room F. 

ST. PADRE PIO PRAYER GROUP 
 

The St. Padre Pio Prayer Group will hold 
their next meeting on Wednesday, 
February 19 after the 12:15pm Mass.  The 
group will meet in the Prayer Room. For 
more information, please send email to: 
padrepio@stpaulchurch.com 

St. Paul Parishioners and Bishop McLaughlin High 
School students attended the March for Life in St. 

Augustine, Florida, last month.  Thank you, Fr. Bob, 
for leading such a faith-filled weekend!! 

mailto:merimee@veizon.net
mailto:padrepio@stpaulchurch.com
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Coffee & Donuts 
Your hosts this week: 

American Heritage Girls 
You have seen these young ladies in their 
red, white, and blue uniforms around the 
campus helping at different events.  The 
mission of the American Heritage Girls says 
it all:  “Building women of integrity through service 
to God, family, community and country."   
 

Please be sure to stop by and say hello, and 
thank them for their service to our parish.  
And be sure to thank their wonderful leaders who are 
guiding them along the way.  And, if you have a daughter  
age 5 to 18,  get more information on how she can 
become a part of this awesome ministry.   

 

For more information, contact Theresa Adams at 
ahg@stpaulchurch.com 

Today is our Commitment Weekend 
for the 2020 Annual Pastoral Appeal: 
WE ARE SALT & LIGHT, Living 
the Gospel through the Annual 
Pastoral Appeal.    Everyone is asked 
to join Bishop Parkes and all parishes 

and missions throughout our diocese in making a pledge 
or gift for the benefit of each parish, and more 
importantly, for the many in need throughout the five 
counties of our diocese. Every gift is valuable. Sometimes 
it is hard to envision how one gift could make a 
difference in an organization the size of our diocese, but 
it does. Every Catholic in every parish, when united, can 
advance the mission of Christ, loving and serving one 
another and we must remember God blesses each of us 
every day and there is no limit to His mercy. No one can 
do everything, but everyone can do something. Our focus 
is not equal gift, but equal sacrifice. Being His Salt and 
Light calls us to transform the lives of others for the 
good. Thank you in advance for continuing to support 
our parish and our diocesan faith family in so many ways. 

A Stewardship Moment … 

Today’s readings are part pep talk and part marching orders for 
us Christian stewards. They offer wonderfully clear guidance on 
what matters most to God in the way we prioritize our lives and 
the way He intends for us to use the gifts He has given us. 
 

The first reading, from the prophet Isaiah, gives us very 
straightforward instructions: “Thus says the Lord: Share 
your bread with the hungry, shelter the oppressed and the 
homeless; clothe the naked when you see them, and do not 
turn your back on your own.” The Lord gives no wiggle 
room here — care for our brothers and sisters in need is a 
“must do” for the Christian steward. 
 

But note how generous our God is to us when we do these 
things. “Then your light shall break forth like the dawn and 
your wound shall quickly be healed.” The more we give 
ourselves away the more we will find ourselves, and “light 
shall rise” for us in the form of more of God’s grace in our 
lives and more joy and peace in our hearts. 
 

Our Gospel passage, from Matthew sends us out on our 
stewardship way with a bang as Jesus declares to us, His disciples, 
that we are the “salt of the earth” and the “light of the world.” 
But, He adds, salt no longer gives flavor if allowed to go stale — 
light cannot bring its blessed brightness if left hidden. Therefore, 
we must act! We must live our lives so that others will see the 
things that we do — the ways that we serve others, care for the 
vulnerable, prioritize our family relationships and above all, our 
love for God — and then give Him glory. 

 

This is the stewardship way of life. Let’s give it our all! 

Sign up for Online Giving!   
It’s simple and convenient.   

Go to stpaulchurch.com, and click on the Online Giving 
link for more info on how to sign up.   

Heavenly Father,  

You made the light to shine out of darkness,  

a light that reveals the goodness  

of all you have created. 
 

Your Son tells us we are the light of the world. It is 

a dark world in desperate need of your  

infinite love and mercy.  
 

Help us to be good stewards of the light you shine 

in our hearts so that through this precious gift, we 

too may reveal your handiwork. 
 . 

And by the power of Your Spirit, show us how to 

shine our light before others, that they may see our 

good deeds and glorify you.  
. 

We pray this in the name of Christ Jesus, your Son, 

who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, forever and ever. Amen.  

A STEWARDSHIP PRAYER 



 

 

 
I .  Isa iah  58:7 - 10   Soc ia l 
Consciousness. 
  
Reflection: The context of this 
reading is Isaiah's response to those 
people who had been observant of the 
Law by fasting and wearing sackcloth.  
They could not understand why the 
Prophet did not compliment them for 
their piety; he challenged them (as he 
challenges us) not to visualize formal 
observance of Law as sufficient. He 
then formulates a plan of action that 
will please God, just as Jesus will in 
the Gospel reading.  For him, sharing 
food with the hungry, sheltering the 
homeless, clothing the impoverished is 
what will be pleasing to the Lord.  It is 
precisely in doing these things that will 
cause our "light to blaze out."  Then 
will the Lord be responsive; then will 
He say, "I am here."  Christian "social 
teaching" is well grounded in good 
Jewish thought. 
 
 
II. 1 Corinthians 2:1-5 Another 
Surprise. 

Reflection: Scholars are divided as to 
whether St. Paul was an effective 
orator.  He was criticized by the 
Corinthian community for not being 
so great "in the pulpit." (2 Cor. 10:10) 
They, much like us, were looking for a 
speaker who could spellbind, who 
could move them to the depths, who 
impressed them.  St. Paul, however, 
came with a different approach to 
changing their lives.  For him, the 
scandal of the cross became the 
ultimate challenge of true Wisdom.  
He didn't bring philosophy, but the 
opposite, the absurdity of the 
Messiah's being treated as a common 
criminal or slave.  Christ came in 
weakness, which was true power.  This 
radical inversion is one we find 
difficult to grasp today.  Perhaps 
Mahatma Ghandi and Dr. Martin 
Luther King understood it.  We, like 
the Corinthians, are still impressed 
with shows of Power.  Maybe we have 
to struggle to see things like St. Paul 
saw them....and his "Power" was an 
imitation of Jesus Christ. 
 
 
III. Matthew 5:13-16 Part of the 
Sermon on the Mount 
 

Reflection:  We refer to a person as 
being "...salt of the earth..." in a 
positive way, affirming his or her 
"regularity," "acceptability," and 
"approachability."  However, the 
metaphor in 5:13 is much, much more.  
We have to emphasize the second 
part, the "of the earth" part.  Jesus is 
characterizing his community (whom 
he is addressing) as being part of the 
very earth out of which the world is 
made.  He challenges the community 
to have its hands in the earthiness of 
daily social and political life, and not 
to become spiritualized out of the day-
to-day world.  Not to be deeply 
involved is to become tasteless, and 
hence, worthless.  However, if his 
disciples respond, then they will be the 
"Light of the World."  All we have to 
do is look at the first reading to find 
out what this means.  This passage 
suggests that the Beatitudes are not 
merely pious sayings; they are 
challenges to be that Light that is 
proper to the People of God.  And 
Jesus is totally consistent with Isaiah in 
that Light is recognized in "good 
works," which is then productive of 
Praise of God, understanding God as 
the ultimate source of all goodness 
and light. † 
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“Let your light shine before others, that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father who is in heaven” (Mt 5:16).   

Faith in Action: “Let your light shine before 
others, that they may see your good works and give 
glory to your Father who is in heaven” (Mt 5:16).  
The generosity of being a good steward of your 

gifts has a positive effect on people, and it is contagious! Good 
works encourage more good works. Let your light shine! Be 
careful to recognize that God is working through you and don’t 
put yourself above the people you have been called to help. 

Due to copyright restrictions, we are not 
able to print the Scriptures with the 

Reflections of Dr. Jack Conroy.   

Diocesan Animal Policy: In order to ensure the safety of all 
our parishioners, as well as their pets, it is 
prohibited to have animals on Diocesan 
property other than service animals.  Thank you 
for your cooperation and understanding. 

On a Lighter Note:   
Joke 1: This sentence contains exatly threeee erors. 
 

Joke 2: A pun, a play on words and a limerick 
walk into a bar.  No joke. 

 

Joke 3: What do you get when you cross a joke with a 
rhetorical question? 

Thought for the Day:  “He who labors as he prays lifts his 
heart to God with his hands.” 

                        – Benedict of Nursia 

Living Liturgy: In each of our lives, we have 
been given talents and abilities to use for the 
good of others.  Is there a gift you have been 
hiding under a bushel basket, either consciously 
or unconsciously?  

Deo Gratis:  We thank God for the gift of our 
Preschool: for our incredible staff, our faithful 
parents, and of course, our wonderful children!  
May God bless them all!  We also thank all 
those who generously supported our Jamaica 

Mission and our Preschool Spaghetti Dinner. Thank you!  
Kudos to those who have shared bulletins from their travels 
with us.  We love reading how God is blessing our sister 
parishes!  This week we received them from Pennsylvania and 
Florida.  May God bless you!  


