
 

 



 Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time                   Sunday, February 3, 2019 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

All are welcome! 
 
 

WEEKEND MASSES 
 

Saturday Masses 
8:30 am Mass 

(Morning Prayer and  
Benediction 8:10 am) 

 

Saturday Vigil Masses 
5:30 pm   

Missa em Português: 7:30 pm 
 

Sunday Masses 
7:30 am, 9:00 am, 10:45 am,  

12:30 pm, 5:30 pm 
Misa en Español:  2:00 pm  

 
 

WEEKDAY MASSES 
 

Monday to Friday 
7:30 am and 12:15 pm 

 
First Friday Mass 7:30 pm 
Third Friday Mass 7:30 pm 

*Fourth Friday Mass 7:30 pm  
*(en Español) 

 
 

Reconciliation (Confession) 
Monday to Friday 11:30 am - Noon 

Saturdays 10:00 am and 4:00 pm  
or upon request 

 
 

Eucharistic Adoration  
Monday to Thursday 
8:00 am to 8:30 pm 

Compline & Benediction  
 

Friday 8:00 am to  
Saturday 8:30 am Mass 

 
 
 

Morning Prayer 
Monday - Friday 7:10 am 

Saturday 8:10 am 
 
 

Anointing of the Sick 
Every Second Saturday  

of the Month at 8:30 am 
 

Church Office Hours: 
Monday - Friday 8:00 am to 4:00 pm 

 

www.StPaulChurch.com 
 

parishcommunications@stpaulchurch.com 
 

"Formed by Word and Sacrament, we, the people of St. Paul Catholic Church,  
are a Spirit-led, Eucharist-centered, vibrant multicultural Christian  

community of faith, living our love for God and neighbor while growing together as disciples of Christ." 
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We’re here to serve you! 
 

St. Paul Catholic Church 
12708 N. Dale Mabry Hwy. 
Tampa, Florida  33618-2802 

(813) 961-3023 
 

www.stpaulchurch.com 
 
 
 

Clergy 
Fr. Bill Swengros    Pastor 
Fr. George Gyasi       Parochial Vicar 
Fr. Robert Romaine  Parochial Vicar 
Deacon Carlos Celaya  RCIA 
Deacon Ray Dever     Mental Health Support 
Deacon Frank Henriquez  Young Adult Ministry 
 

Faith Formation 
Carmen Cayon Director 
Maria Mendez Baptism and 
 FORMED® Coordinator     
Sonia Eberhardt         K-5 Faith Formation  
 Coordinator, 1st Holy 
 Communion Prep 
Theresa Adams          Middle School 
 Minister (Confirmation) 

Stephen Watkins       High School Minister 
Maria Costa                 RCIA, Marriage Prep, 
 Adult Confirmation, 
 Quinceañeras 
Sr. Theresa Betz        Spiritual Direction 
Silvia Rivera               Religious Education 
 Assistant (Records) 
 

Preschool 
Abbie Johnson            Director 
Mindy Geer                Assistant Director 
 

Liturgy 
Elizabeth Hays           Liturgist, Bereavement 
 Minister 
Mary Gant                   Music Director 
 

Parish Support 
Michael Maloney        Parish Manager  
Barbara Gray               Pastoral         
  Administrative      
   Assistant (Scheduling) 
Laurie Erickson Director of Ministries     
Sam Mathai                Maintenance 
Charles Yezak             Director of 
 Communications  
Tina Bubb                  Finance Office  

 
Our Vision Statement:  

“Growing Together as Disciples 
of Christ.”  

My Dear Friends, 
 

Tomorrow, I leave with a group of 15 faithful parishioners for a mission week with 
the wonderful Missionaries of the Poor in Kingston, Jamaica.  There we will serve 
alongside the Brothers and Sisters, caring for the poor, the elderly, the orphaned, 
those with physical and/or mental disabilities, those with difficult or unexpected 
pregnancies, and those living with AIDS.  We will live in the guest house of a 
monastery and follow a monastic schedule as we pray and live alongside the 
Brothers, cold showers and all!  Like them, we will live on the charity of others, 
eating only what is donated.  Every day, after Mass and prayer, we will go to 
different centers to care for the residents.  For me, it is both a joy and a challenge 
to help people eat, brush teeth, cut hair, share the Good News, and otherwise be 
Christ to them.  It is definitely a life-changing experience!  Thank you for your 
prayers and financial support.  I pray you will join us next January!       
 

Why care for the poor?  As Catholics, we realize that faith is far more than a 
private, personal relationship with God ... it is a way of life!  We are called to love 
God with all our being and to share His loving mercy with those in need.  We do 
that at home, in our parish, our community, our country, and throughout the 
world.  God’s love and mercy knows no borders.  In sum, we care.   
 

Catholics care.  In fact, we are the largest private provider of social services in 
Tampa Bay, our state, our nation, and the world!  We care!  That is why I am a 
proud supporter of the Annual Pastoral Appeal (APA).  Our diocese does so much 
to help those in need throughout our five-county area.  Last year, Catholic 
Charities’ Pregnancy Centers helped almost 2,000 clients, helped 149 with adoption 
services, and 89 received post-abortive counseling.  We provided shelter and 
services to almost 1,500 homeless, affordable family housing to almost 2,000, 
special needs housing to over 300, and elderly housing to almost 1400!  Thanks to 
your support for APA, we provided immigration and refugee services to almost 
2,500, medical and respite care to almost 1500, financial and life skills counseling to 
799, and disaster relief services to almost 1500!  All this and much more is possible 
thanks to your generous donation to the Annual Pastoral Appeal!   
 

In the coming weeks, we will hear more about this and Bishop Parkes will be 
sending you a letter asking for your pledge.  I know that you will respond 
affirmatively to his invitation to help.  Why? Because you care! 
 

That being said, I know that many of you share my concern about the Church’s 
response to clergy abuse.  Let me assure you that our diocese has always been 
proactive in its care for children and vulnerable adults.  In my 27 year experience in 
the diocese, they have always taken credible accusations seriously and when 
substantiated, have permanently removed the offender from ministry and has 
ensured that others are informed so that no one is ever put in danger again.  We 
have always followed the “best practices” of the day.  As a result, we have had very 
few cases and welcome the statewide investigation by the Attorney General’s 
office.  Be assured that your donations to APA are not going to pay lawyer fees, 
insurance premiums, or settlement costs.  The diocese has other sources of funding 
for these expenses. 
 

If you have any questions about the Annual Pastoral Appeal or any other church 
matter, please let me know.  I’m here for you. 
 

Growing courageously in the Lord! 
 
 
 
 

Fr. Bill Swengros 
Pastor 

http://www.StPaulChurch.com
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 “Love is patient, love is kind. It is not jealous, it is not pompous” (1 Cor 13:4).   

Annual Lenten Mission with        

Father Larry Richards  

March 25 - March 28, 2019 

7:00pm - 9:00pm 

St. Paul Catholic Church 

The Spanish Community Leaders invite you to 
a special Spiritual Retreat in Spanish... 

Jesús Healing Families 
Saturday, February 9th  
St. Paul Family Center 

9:00am - 4:00pm 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Fr. Fernando Echeverri 
 
Father Fernando was born in Colombia and 
resides in New York.  He is a recognized speaker 
in the United States and internationally. He was 
declared terminally ill by doctors but was healed 
by the Lord at Christ The King Hospital in Rome, 
Italy. 
 

Please bring your lunch to this event.  Coffee and 
bread will be provided in the morning.  Fruit salad 
and water will be provided at noon.  The nursery 
will not be open for this event. 
 

To RSVP, please contact: 
Blanca Bravo:  (813) 506-3258 
Sonia Alizo:  (813) 748-1633 

 

Please Note:  This event will be presented in the 
Spanish language. 

with Father Fernando Echeverri 
 

Friday, February 8th 
7:00pm Novena • 7:30pm Mass 

 

Father Fernando will also celebrate  
the 2:00pm Spanish Mass on Sunday, Feb. 10th  
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Married 5 years or less?  Come celebrate with us! 
 

VALENTINE’S PARTY 
 

Music, dancing, refreshments and more! 
 

Friday, February 15th 
7:00pm  

St. Paul Family Center  
 

RSVP: Maria Costa (813) 961-3023 ext. 3305  
or mcosta@stpaulchurch.com   

 

Note: Parish Nursery will be available during the event. 

Calling all St. Paul’s Scouts! 
 

Join us for 

Scout Sunday 2019 
Sunday, February 10th   

At all morning Masses  
(7:30am, 9:00am and 10:45am) 

 

Please wear your  
Class A Field Uniform 

 

Scout Sunday hosted by 
American Heritage Girls Troop 147 

“Become what you receive, the Body of Christ.” 

Come learn what can happen in your life when 
you give priority to the love of God available to 
you through the Eucharist. Throughout this 
year once each month a small group will meet 
to discern the call to become an Associate of 
the Blessed Sacrament. We are formed in the 
charism of St Peter Julian Eymard, the Apostle 
of the Eucharist and founder of a spiritual 
family that continues his mission of making the 

presence of God’s love in the Eucharist given for the life and 
transformation of the world. 

We are a people who place the Eucharist at the center of our family 
life. The diocese challenges us to be Missionary Disciples, to live 
as members of the Body of Christ. In prayers and service, our life 
draws inspiration from the Eucharist in adoration and apostolic 
works. The Lay Association pursue a call to holiness by living a life 
centered in the Eucharist as Eucharistic Evangelizers.  

“Live the Eucharist Discernment” meets on Thursday, 
February 21, 2019,  from 1:00pm to 2:30pm in the St. Paul 
Family Center. Drop by after the Celebration of the Eucharist at 
12:15 p.m. Bring a sack lunch if you need nourishment and bring a 
friend! To sign up, please contact: 

Gloria Jung, Servant Leader, S.S.S. 
gfjung@tampabay.rr.com  

(727) 372-1792  



 

 

St. Paul Catholic Preschool 

   Bible Verse of the Week 
 

“Nothing is impossible for God.” 
 

Luke 1:37 
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“Love is patient, love is kind. It is not jealous, it is not pompous” (1 Cor 13:4).   

License # C HC 110273  

Excellence in Catholic preschool education  for  over 30 years 

We have been enjoying all sorts of winter themed sensory play 
in our classroom.  Our sensory table theme changes each 
month.  Currently, the children are eagerly exploring "snow" 
play complete with arctic animals, snowflakes and ice 
trays.  Sensory play is a fun way to encourage young children 
to explore the world around them through hands-on activities 
that stimulate their senses. 

If you have a sensory bin at home or are thinking of creating 
one,  try some of the following items to see which ones your 
child likes best… 

Contact us!  

Preschool Office: (813) 264-3314  

Email:  director@stpaulchurch.com  

2019-2020 PRESCHOOOL  
APPLICATION DATES 

  
Parishioner Applications:    February 4th 
 

Open Applications:          February 7th 
 

 

CLASSES OFFERED 
 

2 YEAR OLDS 

2-Day (T/Th) 8:15am - 11:30am 

3-Day (MWF) 8:15am - 11:30am 
 

3 YEAR OLDS 

2-Day (T/Th) 8:15am - 1:00pm 

3-Day (MWF) 8:15am - 11:30am 

5-Day (M-F) 8:15am - 11:30am 
 

4 YEAR OLDS* 

5-Day (M-F) 8:15am - 12:00pm 
*VPK provider 

 
EXTENDED DAY PROGRAM AVAILABLE UNTIL 3:00 PM 

                     — Shannon O'Brien, Lead Teacher, 4 Year-Olds 

• Sand 

• Bottle tops 

• Beads 

• Buttons 

• Ribbons 

• Yarn 

• Puzzle pieces 

• Blocks 

• Cotton balls 

• Pipe cleaners 

• Shredded paper 

• Packing peanuts 

• Bubble wrap 

• String 

Abbie Johnson, Director, facilitated three St. Paul Catholic 
Preschool Open House events held this past Tuesday and 
Wednesday during Catholic Schools Week.  Families obtained 
information regarding the 2019-2020 school year and took 
guided  tours of the school’s classrooms and facilities. 



 

 

Mass Intentions for the Week of January 27th  
 

Saturday, February 2, 2019 
Feast of the Presentation of the Lord 
8:30 am   Stella Suki + 
5:30 pm   Hugh Byron Edmonds + 
7:30 pm   St. Paul Parishioners (int.) 
Sunday, February 3, 2019 
Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
7:30 am    Angelo Sannino + 
9:00 am   Partners in Prayer (int.) 
10:45 am    St. Paul Parishioners (int.)  
12:30 pm  Michael and Mike Hingson + 
2:00 pm   Jose Romo + 
5:30 pm     Frances Simmons + 
Monday, February 4, 2019 
7:30 am     Christina Maldonado (int.) 
12:15 pm   John Hendrickson I + 
Tuesday, February 5, 2019 
Memorial of Saint Agatha, Virgin and Martyr 
7:30 am     Josephine McBee + 
12:15 pm  Barbara Blecher + 
Wednesday, February 6, 2019 

Memorial of Saint Paul Miki and Companions, Martyrs 
7:30 am   Consecrated Lfe and Priestly Vocations (int.) 
12:15 pm  Rita Dennis (int.)    
Thursday, February 7, 2019 
7:30 am   Donald Herb + 
12:15 pm  Lynn Bartolotta + 

Friday, February 8, 2019 

Saint Jerome Emiliani; Saint Josephine Bakhita, Virgin 
7:30 am   Valentin Muñoz + 
12:15 pm   Lynn Bartolotta + 
7:30 pm   Juanita Solis + 
Saturday, February 9, 2019 
8:30am   Esther and Carlos Lopez + 
5:30pm   Merrick Tra + 
7:30pm   St. Paul Parishioners (int.) 
Sunday, February 10, 2019 
Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
7:30 am    Jaroslaw P. Miernik + 
9:00 am   Joan Jensen + 
10:45 am    Bonnie Brown +  
12:30 pm  St. Paul Parishioners (int.) 
2:00 pm   Rosa Amelia Herrera + 
5:30 pm     Nerys Alcantara + 
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Readings for the Week of February 3rd 
 

Sunday Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 Jer 1:4-5, 17-19; Ps 71:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 15-17; 1 Cor 
 12:31—13:13 or 1 Cor 13:4-13; Lk 4:21-30 
Monday Heb 11:32-40; Ps 31:20, 21, 22, 23, 24; Mk 5:1-20 
Tuesday Heb 12:1-4; Ps 22:26b-27, 28 and 30, 31-32; 
 Mk 5:21-43 
Wednesday Heb 12:4-7, 11-15; Ps 103:1-2, 13-14, 17-18a; Mk 6:1-6 
Thursday Heb 12:18-19, 21-24; Ps 48:2-3ab, 3cd-4, 9, 10-11; 
 Mk 6:7-13 

Friday Heb 13:1-8; Ps 27:1, 3, 5, 8b-9abc; Mk 6:14-29 
Saturday Heb 13:15-17, 20-21; Ps 23:1-3a, 3b-4, 5, 6; 
 Mk 6:30-34 
Sunday Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time  
 Is 6:1-2a, 3-8; Ps 138:1-2, 2-3, 4-5, 7-8; 1 Cor 15:1-11  
 or 1 Cor 15:3-8, 11; Lk 5:1-11 

Pope Francis: “Holiness is also 
parrhesía: it is boldness, an impulse to 
evangelize and to leave a mark in this 
world. To allow us to do this, Jesus 

himself comes and tells us once more, serenely yet firmly: 
“Do not be afraid” (Mk 6:50). “I am with you always, to 
the end of the world” (Mt 28:20). These words enable us to 
go forth and serve with the same courage that the Holy 
Spirit stirred up in the Apostles, impelling them to 
proclaim Jesus Christ. Boldness, enthusiasm, the freedom 
to speak out, apostolic fervor, all these are included in the 
word parrhesía. The Bible also uses this word to describe 
the freedom of a life open to God and to others (cf. Acts 
4:29, 9:28, 28:31; 2 Cor 3:12; Eph 3:12; Heb 3:6, 
10:19)” (Pope Francis, Gaudete et Exsultate, 129).  

 

Words of Wisdom: “If I were to meet the slave-traders who 
kidnapped me and even those who tortured me, I would kneel 
and kiss their hands, for if that did not happen, I would not be 
a Christian and Religious today...The Lord has loved me so 
much: we must love everyone...we must be compassionate!” 

                              – St. Josephine Bakhita  

Faith and Reason: Many of us are familiar with the 
brilliant Polish Renaissance astronomer 
and mathematician Nicolaus 
Copernicus (19 February 1473 – 24 
May 1543).  He is the one who 
proposed that the sun was the center of 
the universe.  He was also a polyglot, 

canon lawyer, physician, classics scholar, translator, diplomat 
and economist.  You may be surprised to know that he was 
also a Catholic!  In fact, his brother was a priest and his 
sister was a nun!  He was buried in the Cathedral of 
Frombork.  It is impossible to state the importance of his 
theory and while it may have taken both the Protestants and 
Catholics a while to understand how his findings 
corresponded with Sacred Scripture, Nicolaus Copernicus is 
proof that one can be a person of faith AND reason!  

Christ Heal Us! On the second Saturday of every month 
during the 8:30 morning Mass, we will offer 
the Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick.  This 
beautiful Sacrament is for all those who are 
advanced in age as well as those who suffer from 
a serious (grave) illness.  It is recommended for all those 
who are scheduled to be admitted to a hospital 
for surgery later this month to be anointed.  

This Sacrament can be received as often as needed.  Come and 
experience the healing touch of the Divine Physician!  
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Home Makers of Hope Ministry will meet on Thursday 
Feb. 7th at 7:30pm in the Parish 
Center.  We continue to accept 
new or slightly used items on 
Fridays from 10:00am to 12:00pm  
at the Parish Center. We are 

always in need of towels, shower curtains, trash baskets and 
bedding ( please label queen, full or twin size).  Thank you! 

 

Society of St. Vincent de Paul  
Pantry Hours 

Monday & Thursday 9:00 am - 12:00 pm    
Assistance Line: (813) 264-3325   

“Love is patient, love is kind. It is not jealous, it is not pompous” (1 Cor 13:4).   

The Council of Catholic Women  
The St. Paul Council of Catholic Women 
will hold their next General Meeting on 
Thursday, February 14th at 7:00pm in the 
Family Center.  Please join us for fellowship 
and an evening of fun!   

The Young @ Heart Ministry invites 
those ages 55+ to the  

 

Opera Tampa Singers  
in Concert 

Sunday, February 17th 
 

The Singers will present some of the greatest hits of 
opera as well as many golden era show tunes at the 

St. Mary Our Lady of Peace CC in  
Saint Petersburg, Florida. 

 
Please meet in the Family Center parking lot at 1:30pm 
to car pool.  The concert begins at 3:00pm and is free! 

 
For more information, contact: 
Jim Demer at (813) 383-6867  

Join us on our next mission trip 
June 5 -June 12, 2019 

 

To learn more about giving of your talent and 
time, please join our next meeting on: 

 

February 12 at 7:30pm  
Parish Center, Room E 

 

Contact us at:  panamamission@stpaulchurch.com 

Please continue with your food and monetary donations to 
the St. Vincent de Paul Society.  We continue to have 
families in need here at St. Paul Catholic Church. 
  

If you would like to help, food donations to our St. 
Vincent de Paul Food Pantry can be left in the marked 
baskets located in the Narthex.  Monetary donations can 
be dropped in the poor box, also located in the Narthex. 
Please make sure to specify SVDP in the memo line for 
check donations or you may use an offertory envelope for 
cash donations and label it SVDP.  
 

Thank you for your generosity! ~ SVDP Society 
 

Pantry Wish List This Week: 
Cereal, Canned Milk and Canned Meat 

 

Please note we are unable to use expired items.  

The SOS Human Trafficking 
Ministry will meet on the first  
Thursday of the month, February 
7th at 7:00pm in the Parish Center, 
Room C.  Everyone is welcome. 

Marriage:   
Made for a Reason! 

 

Let’s celebrate National Marriage Week! Here at St. Paul 
Catholic Church, we are honoring married couples on the 
weekend of February 16 - 17, 2019.  After all Masses, the 
Respect Life Ministry invites all married couples to 
please stop by our beautifully decorated arch in the 
Courtyard to take your picture, receive a gift and find 
resources on strengthening your marriage.  

This year’s theme is “Marriage: Made for a Reason”, 
stressing the importance of marriage as a faithful, exclusive 
and lifelong union between one man and one woman. 
Every year in the United States, since 1983, parishes have 
celebrated National Marriage Week from February 7 - 14.  
Pope John Paul II gave the event his Apostolic Blessing in 
1993. Find out about more events going on around the 
country at http://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/
marriage-and-family/national-marriage-week.cfm 



 

 

Looking Ahead! February 4 - 10:  Jamaican 

Mission II; February 9 - 10:  Pre-registration for 

Faith Formation begins in classes; February 11:  

World Day of Prayer for the Sick; February 15:  

Our Lady of Good Health, Novena at 7:00pm, Mass at 

7:30pm; February 16:  RCIA Teen Retreat #2, 10:00am - 

4:00pm; February 16 - 17:  Knights of Columbus Renewal of 

Vows; February 17:  XLT, 7:30pm - 8:30pm; February 18:  

President’s Day (regular Mass schedule, Parish Office closed); 

February 22:  Fourth Friday Spanish Mass, 7:00pm Rosary, 

7:30pm Mass, reception in Parish Center after Mass; February 

23:  Confirmation Workshop #2 in Parish Center, 9:00am - 

12:30pm; February 23:  St. Paul Preschool Spaghetti Dinner, 

6:00pm - 9:00pm; March 1:  First Friday Santo Niño 

Devotion, 7:00pm Novena, 7:30pm Mass; March 2 - 3:  Faith 

Formation Registration after each Mass; March 2 - 3:  Safe 

Haven Sunday; March 5: “St. Paul Fest” - Multicultural Event 

from 6:00pm - 9:00pm; March 6:  Ash Wednesday - Masses at 

7:30am, 9:00am; 12:15pm; 4:00pm, 5:30pm (LifeTeen); 

6:00pm (Portuguese in Family Center); 7:00pm , 8:00pm 

(Spanish in Family Center); March 8:  Q & A Parish Meeting 

with Father Bill in Family Center 3 at 7:30pm; March 10:  

Daylight Savings Time begins; March 10:  First Sunday of 

Lent; March 10 - 13:  Faith Formation Confessions. 

Deo Gratias! We have two wonderful ministries 
which serve our Seniors: ARS and Young at Heart.  
Both meet during the day and offer a variety of fun 
and informative activities.  If you are interested in 

knowing more about them, please call Laurie at the parish 
office.  May God bless our Seniors and those who minister to 
them!  This week we receive bulletins from Canada, St. Lucia, 
Massachusetts, New Jersey, New York, North Carolina, Ohio, 
Pennsylvania, and Florida!  Thank you for sharing bulletins 
from your travels with us!  God is good! 

Ask It Basket: “I’m confused about the one hour fasting 
requirement before Mass.  Is it an hour 
before Mass begins or an hour before you 
receive Holy Communion?”  Your question is 
a familiar one.  Some people would interpret 

canon 991 literally and say that "one hour before Holy 
Communion" means just that.  So if Holy Communion is 
distributed at 9:40, you can eat up to 8:40.  While that is true, I 
wonder if we are not being pharisaical.  In the past, the fast 
began the preceding midnight and even included water!  Of 
course, there were and are exceptions due to age and health.  
The intention is that there is a "Eucharistic Fast" before 
receiving Holy Communion.  Why?  Fasting is meant to 
highlight the importance of the Blessed Sacrament and our 
physical hunger is meant to remind us of our spiritual hunger 
for the Bread of Life.  Fasting help us to develop self-
discipline as well as a mindfulness of those who are always 
hungry.  I hope this helps!  (If you have a question for the Ask 
It Basket, please contact frbill@stpaulchurch.com). 
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We pray for the repose of the souls of those recently 
departed: Mary Conrad, Noel Jose Hernandez, Andrea Cruz 
Trovar, Irving Ortega-Diaz, Anna Maria Dusek, Raquel 
Pedrero, Allan Navarro, Carlos Byrnes, Louis Marcano, 
Valentin Munoz, Melody Decker, Jaime Vergara-Cardenas, 
Jeffrey Vega, Bridget M. Abony and Lynn Bartolotta. 

 

Please remember in your prayers those with 
particular health needs: Margaret Uremovich, 
Linda Taylor, Rosemary Fenton, Freida Cardona, 
Mary García, Lucy Rosario, Adeliza Bacon, Suzette 
Hillis, Bill Kollner and Monica Bencomo. 

We welcome our new 
parishioners to the  

St. Paul Family! 
 

Ms. Jacqueline Duran 
Mr. Jorge Lopez & Mrs. Mayerlin Martinez 

Mr. and Mrs. Diego Londono 
Mr. and Mars. Manuel Lemus 

Ms. Vanessa Marion 
Mr. Diego Munoz and Ms. Marta Rojas 

Mr. Saul Padilla Rodriguez and Ms. Maria Rodriguez 
Mr. Wayne Ries 

Ms. Wilma Sanchez 
Mr. Juan Restrpo and Ms. Julieth Castro 

Mr. Carlos Vega 
Mr. George York 

Mr. Nelson Flores and Ms. Marta Almeida 
Mr. Humbarto Anzola and Ms. Martha Bermudez 

Ms. Monique deFarias 
Mr. and Mrs. Obioma Esomonu 

Mr. Richard Ferraro 
Mr. Luis Garcia and Ms. Nazly Ocampo 

Ms. Brioni Gonsalves 
Mr. Erasmo Guerra and Ms. Ana Madrera 

Ms. Gladys Joseph 
Mr. Carlos Henriquez and Ms. Mariana Aguilera 

Mr. and Mrs. Jonathan Hernandez 
Mr. and Mrs. Kevin Hoeben 

Mr. Scott Moser 
Mr. and Mrs. James Plunkett 

Mr. Gabriel Rodriguez and Ms. Janet Pizette Cordoba 
Mr. and Mrs. William Stuart 

Ms. Krizia de Delva 
Mr. Jhonatan Suarez and Ms. Adriana Zambrano 

Mr. and Mrs. Justin Bandish 
Mr. Luis DelRisco and Ms. Yanela Flores 

Mr. and Mrs. Yenmi Figueroa 
Ms. Sabrina Jean-Pierre 

Mr. and Mrs. Michael Lia 
Mr. and Mrs. Miguel Lis-Planells 

Ms. Luisa Eugenia Lopez 
Mr. and Mrs. Andrew Mendenhall 

Ms. Lindie Ravano 
Mr. Edwin Saldana and Ms. Maria Cabrera 

Mr. and Mrs. William Tucker 
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  St. Paul Faith Formation     
We are rooted in Faith and growing in grace 

Adult Faith Formation Classes for Parent of Grades K-5 
 

Day             Date       Time          Location 
Sun       2/3/19      10:30am-11:15am  FC #3 
Mon       2/4/19      4:30pm-5:00pm   Church 
Tue       2/5/19      6:15pm-7:00pm   Church 
 
Sun       2/17/19     10:30am-11:15am  FC #3 
Mon        2/18/19     NO CLASS 
Tue       2/19/19     6:15pm-7:00pm   Church 

Adult Faith Formation Classes for Parent of Grades 6-8 
 

Day             Date       Time          Location 
Sun       2/10/19     4:15pm-5:00pm   FC #2   
Mon       2/11/19     6:15-7:00pm     Church 
Wed       2/12/19     6:15-7:00pm     Church 

 “Love is patient, love is kind. It is not jealous, it is not pompous” (1 Cor 13:4).   

Baptism 
 

God reaches out to us in all kinds of ways. The desire in your 
heart to baptize your child is one of them. The promises you 
make for your child on this day will begin to form your child 
into a faithful follower of Christ. However, the day of 
baptism is only the beginning of this journey. Baptism is 
literally a life changing event! 
 

The Sacrament of Baptism at St. Paul Catholic Church takes 
place on the first three Saturdays of every month in English 
and the fourth Saturday of every month in Spanish.   If your 
child needs to be baptized please contact our Baptismal 
Coordinator, Maria Mendez, at 813-961-3023 or via email 
at: mmendez@stpaulchurch.com. Parents and Godparents 
will be asked to attend a baptismal preparation class. 

Thank you to those confirmation candidates and their 

parents and sponsors who joined us for Confirmation 

Preparation Workshop #1.  Candidates are preparing to 

be confirmed in May 2019.  Confirmation Preparation 

Workshop #2 will be held on Saturday, February 23rd  from 

9:00am - 12:00pm in the St. Paul Parish Center. 

“Belong” Teen Conference 
July 19 - 21, 2019 

Rosen Shingle Creek Resort 
Orlando, Florida 

 

This theme will speak to relationship with God as sons and 
daughters, with one another as brothers and sisters in Christ, 
with the Church and the world. Through this theme we hope to 
address two specific trends in youth culture today: the lack of 
true and authentic relationships, especially as a result of the use 
of social media, leading to feelings of loneliness and isolation. 
We want the youth to know their true identity as sons and 
daughters of the Father and the bond we have with one another 
as the Body of Christ.  
 

For more information, please contact Stephen Watkins at 
swatkins@stpaulchurch.com 
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Legal Consultation and Referral Service  
Every Monday by appointment only 

  Please call 813-961-3023 

Divorced and Separated Support Group 
This ministry provides caring support for both women and 
men experiencing separation or divorce.  The group meets 
every Friday night at 7:30pm in the St. Paul Parish Center.  
You may come as often as you would like...every week, once a 
month or whenever it is convenient for you.  No charges/no 
fees.  All are welcome!  For more information and to answer 
any questions, please call Don Hemke at 813-205-1735. 

Counseling Services 
Offered by Dr. Pat Berne 

Please call 813-961-3023 to make an appointment 

AA Meetings:  Do you feel your life is out of control?  Is 
Alcohol ruining your life?  Help is here!  Our parish is blessed 
to host weekly Alcoholics Anonymous meetings every 
Wednesday at 8:15pm in the St Michael Building.  For more 
information, call 813-933-9123.  May God bless you! 

The 9th Annual Tampa Bay Men’s Conference 
 

“Courageously Living the Gospel” 
 

Featuring Jesse Romero, Gus Lloyd, Justin Fatica  
and Bishop Gregory Parkes 

 

Saturday, March 2nd 
8:00am - 3:00pm 

Higgins Hall - St. Lawrence Catholic Church, Tampa 
 

Tickets are $40 per person • Father/Son combo tickets are two for $40 

*Tickets include lunch and free parking 
 

For tickets or more information visit 
SuncoastCatholicMinistries.com 

 

SPAGHETTI DINNER 
Saturday, Feb. 23 
6:00pm - 9:00pm 

Family Center 

Help Needed! Our parish is blessed to 
serve four wonderful nursing homes 
and assisted living facilities.  Recently, a 
fifth has just opened!  We visit the 
residents every week and once a month 
celebrate Mass.  We need more 
volunteers to share God’s love and joy 
with the residents.  It doesn’t take 
much time…just a little training and a 
background check… and a lot of love in 
your heart!  We are also in need of 
volunteers to visit our homebound 
parishioners to bring them the Blessed 
Sacrament.   If you are interested in 
either ministry, please contact      
Deacon Frank Henriquez at:  
fhenriquez@stpaulchurch.com. 



 

 

      Offertory for January 27, 2019   
 

    Offertory:  $24,417      
   Online Giving:  $16,220 

  Attendance:  3,288 
            Envelopes:  743        

     

 Thank you for your generosity! 

 

Stewardship:  A Way of  Life 

 “Love is patient, love is kind. It is not jealous, it is not pompous” (1 Cor 13:4).   
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A  S t e w a r d s h i p  M o m e n t  
In today’s second reading we find one of the most 
beautiful and familiar passages in the Bible; a 
recitation of fifteen characteristics of Christian 

love typically read at weddings 
and anniversary celebrations. Of 
course, this was not what Saint 
Paul had in mind when he was 
chas t is ing  the  Chr is t ian 
community at Corinth for its lack 
of love. He admonished the 
members of the community to 
exercise better stewardship of 

Christian love. The practice of patience, humility, 
joy, truth, peace, affirmation, and hope are ways 
good stewards put love into action.  
 
Might there be one or two of these attributes we 
can work on in order to grow in our love for God 
and others?  

Coffee & Donuts 

Your hosts this week: 

Special Events Ministry 

This is the ministry that brings you the fun events like the  

St. Paul Multicultural Fest, Ministry Fair, Parish Picnic,  

and so much more.  Come meet the members of this great 

ministry and if you enjoy planning parties and events,  

Contact Patti at Events@StPaulChurch.com  

This year the Annual Pastoral Appeal is themed: BE 
COURAGEOUS Live the Gospel through the Annual 
Pastoral Appeal A message that calls us to stand firm in 
our Catholic faith and be a source of hope and life for each 
other and people in need here and now, and in the future.   
Together, let’s pray that the Holy Spirit will guide our 
journey and bestow His grace upon us as we serve others. 
Please pray for the success of our appeal, which reaches 
beyond ourselves and our parish, and gives hope to 
thousands through the ministries, programs, and services 
that enrich a Christ-centered way of life. Our parish 
commitment weekend is on February 16/17. Please bring 
your intent card from home or pick-up an in-pew pledge 
envelope at Mass and come prepared to participate and 
courageously be part of the Good Works of our diocese. 
 

Please pray for the success of the 2019 Annual Pastoral 
Appeal. Let us pray for our parish and our diocese, that 
those in need of charity, service, formation, and 
education will be assisted with God’s promise of love and 
mercy. Let us pray that by our witness and courageous 
response, those in need will know the same comfort and 
hope that we have in our hearts and lives. Soon, you will 
receive an invitation from Bishop Parkes to participate in 
the 2019 APA. Please review the brochure that comes 
with it and learn more about the good works of our local 
Church made possible by APA. 
 

As you receive your personal invitation from Bishop 
Parkes for participation in the 2019 Annual Pastoral 
Appeal, remember that APA not only assists our parish in 
fulfilling our commitment to the ministries, programs, 
and services of our larger Church, but also helps to 
provide the physical, educational, and spiritual needs of 
thousands that we could not serve from our parish alone. 
Your pledge or gift to APA on behalf of our parish funds 
these services that are essential to advance the mission 
of Christ and help those in need. Our parish commitment 
weekend is in two weeks. While reflecting on your own 
blessings, consider how you can bring the joy of Jesus 
Christ to someone in need.  

Sign up for Online Giving!   

It’s simple and convenient.   
 

Go to StPaulChurch.com 
and click on the Online Giving link for more info 

on how to sign up.   

Taste + See + Smell + 

Hear …  

Around the World at  

St. Paul 

Tuesday, March 5th  at 6:00pm  

Want to share a dish from your country? Contact 

Laurie at 961-3023 or lerickson@StPaulChurch.com 
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I. Jeremiah 1:4-5, 17-19. A Call and a 

Promise. 
 
Reflection: All through Scripture, we 
see people being "called" by God.  
This is one of the most famous, as 
God not only knew Jeremiah before 
his birth, he dedicated him to the 
service of being a prophet. 
Interestingly, St. Paul felt he, too,  
had been called before his own birth 
(Galatians, 1:15).  But in addition to 
the pre-birth call, God promised 
protection to the prophet.  For this 
prophet would challenge his own 
people and the entire social structure 
at the time.  For being a "prophet" 
did not imply "foretelling the 
future," but involved standing up to 
the power structure and challenging 
it with God's word.  In this sense, all 
of us are called to the role of 
"prophecy" by our very baptism.  
But that is easy to forget. 

II. Corinthians 13:4-13 A Famous 
Hymn to Love. 
 
Reflection: We are familiar with this lyric 
prose because it is heard at so many 
weddings. And the only misfortune is that 
it is so often read out of its context within 
St. Paul's letter.  For the main discussion is 
about "Spiritual Gifts, which begins in 
Chapter 12 and continues in Chapter 14.  
We recall that the Corinthian Church (not 
unlike ours today) involved people who 
would use their "gifts" to achieve 
domination over others.  It was this to 
which St. Paul objected.  This reading 
invites a framework for the use of those 
"Spiritual Gifts."  Whether the gift is 
"prophecy," "teaching," "speaking in 
tongues," or any other, if the utilization of 
that gift is not infused with love, then the 
gift is worthless.  In Ch. 14, he will point 
out that the only proper use of any gift is 
the "building up" of the Church, the Body 
of Christ.  And this can be done through 
love only.  Hence, he speaks not only of 
the love between two spouses, but of the 
overall context of relations within a 
Christian community. 

III. Luke 4:21-30 How Prophets 
are Received. 
 
Reflection: Last week, we read that 
Jesus had read from Isaiah 61, and had 
identified Himself as the person Isaiah 
had referred to.  We see how Jesus 
initially was praised, with surprise since 
he was son of Joseph, whom everyone 
knew. Then, his townspeople 
challenged him to perform an act of 
healing as He had done in Capernaum.  
Such "Acts of Power" were considered 
to be "proofs" of the fact that Jesus 
was a "Prophet." The demand for the 
"miraculous" is properly rejected by 
Jesus, as the use of such "Power" for 
this reason would be a misuse. Jesus 
cured out of compassion, not to "prove 
a point." He then suggested that the 
prophets Elijah and Elisha both 
responded to Gentiles in their 
ministries, hinting towards a "Mission 
to the Gentiles." It is this that 
infuriated the townspeople.  Their 
"leading him out of town" with a desire 
to kill Him, is a foretaste of the events 
leading to the Crucifixion. 

Due to copyright restrictions, we are not 
able to print the Scriptures with the 

Reflections of Dr. Jack Conroy.   

Growing your faith!  As an adult, there are many opportunities to grow your faith here at 
St. Paul! Father Bob has a class almost every Thursday evening at 7:00pm in the Family 
Center on the History of the Early Church.  Father George is offering a series of classes 
during Faith Formation classes so that our parents can readily attend (contact the Faith 
Formation office for the schedule). In addition, we are blessed to have three bible 

studies...Wednesday mornings at 9:00am and evenings at 7:30pm in English and our Tuesday night Bible study in Spanish at 7:30pm.  
Our parish also supports LPMI and SEPI programs in English and Spanish to help develop lay pastoral ministers within the Church.  
We also have a wonderful Lighthouse book and CD rack which also boasts material from Dynamic Catholic.  Finally, we also support 
FORMED®, an online resource containing a wealth of material to help you grow in faith.  Visit www.stpaulchurch.formed.org for 
more information.  Be involved!  Grow in your faith!  You’ll be glad you did!  
 

Calling all Young Adults! As a young adult, you are cordially invited to join any of our ministries. We value your considerable talents 
and expertise.  If you are not sure of how to become more active, call Laurie Erickson at 813-961-3023.  We also host three 
extraordinary ministries which are exclusively for young adults: The Apostles of the Eucharist meet most Friday evenings 
(merimee@verizon.net), Singles for Christ every other Thursday (813-503-6460), and there is a group of young Hispanics who gather 
for adoration every Friday night. Thank you for choosing St. Paul as your spiritual home!  
 

Youth in Action!  Our youth are not simply our future as a Church.  They are our present.  We encourage them to be involved in 
ministries.  First of all, they should be enrolled in our Faith Formation and Youth Ministry Programs.  Teens are especially 
encouraged to volunteer as a catechist or catechist assistant.  We also encourage our young people to be involved in Liturgical 
Ministry.  Starting in second grade, children can sing in our Children’s Choir, and 6th, 7th and 8th graders can be members of our 
Middle School Youth Choir.  High school singers are always welcome to sing with our LifeTeen choir Sunday evenings.  Children in 
the 4th and 5th grade can assist their parents as sacristans, lectors and members of our Art & Environment Ministry. In addition, 5th 
graders and older are encouraged to be altar servers. Eighth graders and older are also welcome to serve as ushers or Ministers of 
Hospitality.  We would love all those who have been confirmed to volunteer as lectors and if you are in 11th or 12th grade to serve as 
an Extraordinary Minister of Holy Communion.  Our parish is blessed with a vibrant group of American Heritage Girls and we are 
starting a Family Cub Scout pack.  For our teens, we not only have an awesome youth group, but also a very wonderful group of 
“Disciples of the Eucharist” who meet nearly every Friday night.  The bottom line is that our children and youth are important 
members of our parish community and we are grateful for their “Yes” to the Lord! 
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Words to Live By: “If then you remain constant in faith in 
the face of trial, the Lord will give you peace and rest for a 
time in this world, and forever in the next.”  
                                                               – St. Jerome Emiliani  

Shawls of Hope: Inviting all knitters and 

crocheters to create shawls and baby blankets as a 

source of comfort and prayer.  Next meeting is 

Friday, February 8th at 10:00am in the Parish Center. 

“Love is patient, love is kind. It is not jealous, it is not pompous” (1 Cor 13:4).   

Faith in Action:  “Love is patient, love is 
kind. It is not jealous, it is not pompous” (1 
Cor 13:4).  Do you get jealous? Do you 
focus more on the things that other people 
have than on the gifts that God has given to 

you? Are you pompous? Do you acquire more 
possessions to impress others? At times we are all guilty 
of these things. Pray for more humility. Pray to become 
less “self-centered” and become more “God-centered”. 

Living Faith: Today’s Gospel is disturbing.  
The people of Nazareth assumed that they 
knew Jesus.  They wanted to see him 

perform miracles but were unwilling to open their minds and 
hearts to the reality of who He truly was.  As a result, they 
wanted to kill him.  How about you?  So often we expect God 
to be genie and to do perform miracles at our command.  We 
get frustrated when our prayers are not answered the way we 
want and our faith is shaken.  Who do we really believe Jesus is?  

Gluten Intolerant?  If you have an adverse reaction to the 
gluten found in bread, including the Holy Eucharist, 
you have several options.  First, you are welcome to 
receive the Lord in the Precious Blood.  Remember, 
He is fully in present in the smallest drop of his 
Precious Blood as well as in the smallest particle of 

the Host.  Second, there are low-gluten or “gluten free” altar 
breads available which contain less than 0.00042% gluten.  If you 
would like to know more about the procedure we use at St. Paul 
Catholic Church to distribute the low-gluten Hosts, see Father 
Bill or call Elizabeth at (813) 961-3023. 

Not Well? If you, a member of your family or a friend are ill 
and unable to attend weekly Mass, please 
inform us by calling Barbara at the parish office.  
No Catholic should be deprived of the 
opportunity for frequent reception of 
Communion.  Also, if you have an upcoming 

surgery, receive the Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick 
before admission. Due to HIPPA laws, it is imperative that 
you let the hospital know that you would like a visit from a 
Catholic priest and be sure to call the parish office.  Thank 
you and know you are in our prayers! 

 
Technology Corner 

On a Lighter Note:  A wife sat down on the 
couch next to her husband who was flipping 
channels on the TV.  She asked: "What's on the 
TV"?"  He answered: "Dust!"…….….then the 
fight began. 

Saints of God: This Tuesday is the feast of St. Agatha, 
patron saint of abused women and those 
afflicted with breast cancer.  She was born in 
Catania, Sicily, and was martyred during the 
persecutions of Decius in 251.  Venerated by 
the early Church, she is one of the seven 
women named in Eucharistic Prayer I.  Agatha 

was a young and beautiful girl, born of nobility who rejected 
the advances of the Roman prefect.  He then denounced her 
as a Christian.  Refusing to offer worship to the idols, she 
was mutilated to death.  She is often pictured with her breasts 
on a platter.  Let us pray:  
 

“Oh St. Agatha, who withstood the unwelcome 
advances from unwanted suitors, and suffered pain 
and torture for your devotion to Our Lord, we 
celebrate your faith, dignity and martyrdom.  Protect 
us against rape and other violations, guard us against 
breast cancer and other afflictions of women, and 
inspire us to overcome adversity.  O St. Agatha, Virgin 
and Martyr, mercifully grant that we who venerate 
your sacrifice, may receive your intercession.  Amen.”  

Summary:  iBreviary TS Plus brings you traditional 
prayers of the Liturgy of the Hours as well as texts of the 
Eucharist Liturgy right at your fingertips on your mobile 
device. It is available in several languages, including 
English, Italian, French and even Arabic. The app is 
broken down into three distinct parts:  (1) the Liturgy of 
the Hours (2) the Daily Missal for the celebration of the 
Mass and (3) Catholic prayers and rituals.  

Name:  iBreviary TS Plus 

Type:  Phone App 

Operating Systems: iOS, 

Android 

Price:  FREE 


