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All are welcome!
WEEKEND MASSES
Saturday Masses
8:30 am Mass

(Morning Prayer and
Benediction 8:10 am)

Saturday Vigil Masses
5:30 pm

Missa em Português: 7:30

pm

Sunday Masses

7:30 am, 9:00 am, 10:45 am,
12:30 pm, 5:30 pm
Misa en Español: 2:00 pm

WEEKDAY MASSES
Monday to Friday
7:30 am and 12:15 pm
First Friday Mass 7:30 pm
Third Friday Mass 7:30 pm
*Fourth Friday Mass 7:30 pm
*(en

Español)

Reconciliation (Confession)

Monday to Friday 11:30 am - Noon
Saturdays 10:00 am and 4:00 pm
or upon request

Eucharistic Adoration
Monday to Thursday
8:00 am to 8:30 pm
Compline & Benediction
Friday 8:00 am to
Saturday 8:30 am Mass

Morning Prayer

Monday - Friday 7:10 am
Saturday 8:10 am

Anointing of the Sick
Every Second Saturday
of the Month at 8:30 am

Church Office Hours:

Monday - Friday 8:00 am to 4:00 pm

www.StPaulChurch.com
"Formed by Word and Sacrament, we, the people of St. Paul Catholic Church,
are a Spirit-led, Eucharist-centered, vibrant multicultural Christian
community of faith, living our love for God and neighbor while growing together as disciples of Christ."

parishcommunications@stpaulchurch.com
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Growing Together as Disciples of Christ!

We’re here to serve you!
St. Paul Catholic Church
12708 N. Dale Mabry Hwy.
Tampa, Florida 33618-2802
(813) 961-3023
www.stpaulchurch.com
Clergy
Fr. Bill Swengros
Fr. George Gyasi
Fr. Robert Romaine
Deacon Carlos Celaya
Deacon Ray Dever
Deacon Frank Henriquez

Faith Formation
Carmen Cayon
Maria Mendez
Sonia Eberhardt
Theresa Adams
Stephen Watkins
Maria Costa
Sr. Theresa Betz
Silvia Rivera
Preschool
Abbie Johnson
Mindy Geer
Liturgy
Elizabeth Hays
Mary Gant
Parish Support
Michael Maloney
Barbara Gray
Laurie Erickson
Sam Mathai
Charles Yezak
Tina Bubb

Pastor
Parochial Vicar
Parochial Vicar
RCIA
Mental Health Support
Young Adult Ministry
Director
Baptism and
FORMED® Coordinator
K-5 Faith Formation
Coordinator, 1st Holy
Communion Prep
Middle School
Minister (Confirmation)
High School Minister
RCIA, Marriage Prep,
Adult Confirmation,
Quinceañeras
Spiritual Direction
Religious Education
Assistant (Records)
Director
Assistant Director
Liturgist, Bereavement
Minister
Music Director
Parish Manager
Pastoral
Administrative
Assistant (Scheduling)
Director of Ministries
Maintenance
Director of
Communications
Finance Office

Our Vision Statement:
“Growing Together as Disciples
of Christ.”

My Dear Friends,
It is hard to express all the blessings I received at World Youth Day in
Panama. To be honest it was such an incredible week, it will take us all a bit
of time to process all the graces the Lord showered upon us! Certainly one
of the highlights for me was simply witnessing how God was touching the
hearts and minds of our young parishioners who went with me. We all
agreed it was truly a blessing to be in a gathering of close to well over
600,000 young people from throughout the world, gathering as one around
one altar to sing our one God’s praises! We were inspired to meet and talk
with people from all different ages, cultures, and walks of life and to hear
how God was moving in their lives. And of course, it was a special blessing
to see and to worship the Lord with the Holy Father! You may be
surprised to learn that for many of our young people, the ultimate highlight
of the week was our time before the Lord in Eucharistic Adoration on
Wednesday and Saturday night! God is so good!
We were also blessed to hear many wonderful speakers including Sr.
Bethany Madonna and Bishop Robert Barron. Bishop Barron gave one of
the best teachings I’ve ever heard on today’s Gospel, you can see it on
YouTube (https://youtu.be/FtVwMJxgZcc). He points out that Luke 5:111 provides wonderful insights into our journey of faith. Our encounter
with the Lord begins with an “Invasion of Grace.” Jesus enters our “boat”
and invites us to put out from the shore. This encounter with the Lord
changes us. In other words, the spiritual life doesn’t begin with our
worthiness, it begins with Grace.
Jesus teaches us a bit and then calls us to move from the safety of the
shallows and “put out into the deep.” Depending totally on Him, we move
beyond our comfort zone and wondrous things begin to happen ... not least
of all is the conversion of heart. Remember, Peter worked all night long
and caught nothing. Try as we might, our efforts are equally fruitless. We
need Jesus. We need to be open to His “Invasion of Grace.” “It is not you
who has chosen me, it is I who has chosen you!”
It is then that we experience the third spiritual movement: mission. For
Peter, it was to be Fisher of Men, to leave everything and follow him. What
is God calling you to do? What is your mission?
Is it to be more intentional in sharing your faith with others? Inviting
others to journey with you in faith? Is it to become more active in sharing
your time and talent by volunteering with one of our many wonderful
ministries or with local service organizations? Could it be that God is
calling you to step out in faith and share more generously of the financial
resources God has entrusted to you with the Annual Pastoral Appeal, the
parish, or other worthy causes?
How are you experiencing the “Invasion of Grace” today? What is your
response to the Lord’s invitation to “put out into the deep!” Open your
heart to the possibilities of change and accept His challenge to mission ...
the mission to bring His love and mercy to all the world!
Let us grow courageously in the Lord!
Fr. Bill Swengros
Pastor

“Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, ‘Whom shall I send? Who will go for us?’ ‘Here I am,’ I said, ‘send me!” (Is 6:8).

Liturgical and Parish Events
St. Valentine’s Day is another
Christian
holiday
whose
meaning has been trivialized by
Madison Avenue and those
who are fearful of anything
religious.
While there are
several Valentines recognized
as saints by our Church, the
people of Terni, a small town
about six miles from Rome,
claim him as their own.
Valentine was the Bishop of Terni who was scourged,
imprisoned, stoned, and then beheaded on this day in
350 because of his desire to wed young coupes against
the wishes of Emperor Aurelius. The Emperor felt that
married men made poor soldiers so he banned young
men from marriage. Bishop Valentine believed that
marriage was part of God's plan and purpose for the
world and refused to bend to the demands of the state.
Today, more than ever, we need to support those who
have embraced the Sacrament of Marriage.
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Annual Lenten Mission with
Father Larry Richards
March 25 - March 28, 2019
7:00pm - 9:00pm
St. Paul Catholic Church

Married 5 years or less? Come celebrate with us!

VALENTINE’S
PARTY
Music, dancing, refreshments and more!
th

Friday, February 15
7:00pm
St. Paul Family Center

RSVP today to:
Maria Costa (813) 961-3023 ext. 3305
or mcosta@stpaulchurch.com
Note: Parish Nursery will be available during the event.

OUR LADY OF LOURDES and
WORLD DAY OF THE SICK

One hundred and sixty years
ago, the Blessed Virgin Mary
appeared on 18 occasions to
Bernadette Soubirous, a very
poor, 14-year-old girl, in a
cave situated just outside the
Village of Lourdes. The first
of the apparitions took place
on February 11th, the day we
celebrate the Feast of Our
Lady of Lourdes.

On this same day twenty six years ago, Pope John Paul
II declared February 11th the World Day of the Sick.
This day is a way for believers to offer prayers for those
suffering from illnesses. The day coincides with the
commemoration of Our Lady of Lourdes. People
around the world take the time to pray for the sick and
for those who work very hard to alleviate the sufferings
of the sick on this day. Faith organizations mark this day
especially to provide the sick with medicines, food, and
spiritual guidance.
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Parish Events
“Become what you receive, the Body of Christ!”
Come learn what can happen in your life when you give priority to the love of God available to you through
the Eucharist. Throughout this year once each month a small group will meet to discern the call to become an
Associate of the Blessed Sacrament. We are formed in the charism of St Peter Julian Eymard, the Apostle of
the Eucharist and founder of a spiritual family that continues his mission of making the presence of God’s
love in the Eucharist given for the life and transformation of the world.

We are a people who place the Eucharist at the center of our family life. The diocese challenges us to be
Missionary Disciples, to live as members of the Body of Christ. In prayers and service, our life draws
inspiration from the Eucharist in adoration and apostolic works. The Lay Association pursue a call to holiness
by living a life centered in the Eucharist as Eucharistic Evangelizers.
“Live the Eucharist Discernment” meets on Thursday, February 21, 2019, from 1:00pm to 2:30pm in the St. Paul
Family Center. Drop by after the Celebration of the Eucharist at 12:15 p.m. Bring a sack lunch if you need nourishment and
bring a friend! To sign up, please contact: Gloria Jung, Servant Leader, S.S.S. via email at gfjung@tampabay.rr.com or by
phone at (727) 372-1792.

“Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, ‘Whom shall I send? Who will go for us?’ ‘Here I am,’ I said, ‘send me!” (Is 6:8).

St. Paul Catholic Preschool

License # C HC 110273

Excellence in Catholic preschool education for over 30 years

Playing with your food can be educational!
Learning skills do not have to take place on paper. Tactile
activities (those in which you manipulate objects with your
hands) are a fantastic way to extend children’s learning. Take
a look at the following picture. My students have been
working on ABC Bootcamp all year. They are doing a
fantastic job at both letter recognition and sounds. We
created letters, using our snack time food. This is an easy
way to practice letter formation skills at home. Try it with
cooked spaghetti noodles, veggie straws (as seen below), as
well as Craisins or other small snacks. They can arrange the
food items in the formation of letters. If you want to go a
step further, try using Scrabble Junior Cheeze-It’s. The
children can spell their names as well as simple words they
can sound out.
— Carrie Echenique, 4 year old teacher
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Save the
Date
for a
Western
Round-up!
St. Paul Catholic Preschool’s
Spaghetti Dinner
and Silent Auction
will be held on

Saturday, February 23, 2019
6:00pm to 9:00pm
Family Center
Tickets: $10/adult $5/child
(Maximum immediate family cost $30)
Tickets are available in advance from the Preschool Office
or at the door on the day of the event. Remember to bring
cash or checks for the bake sale and 50/50 raffle.

All proceeds raised will be used to make purchases to
enhance our students’ classroom environment. The
spaghetti dinner is generously provided by the
St. Paul Catholic Church Knights of Columbus.
Take-out meals are available.
If you have a business or know someone who does, please
consider donating one or more items or gift certificates to
be used in our silent auction. Donations received by
February 13th will be acknowledged in the program.

Contact us!
Preschool Office: (813) 264-3314
Email: director@stpaulchurch.com

If you have questions, please contact:
Sarah Chipko (Fundraiser Chair) at 408.621.2293 or
sloberhauser@gmail.com
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Liturgy Corner

Mass Intentions for the Week of February 10th
Saturday, February 9, 2019
8:30am
Esther and Carlos Lopez +
5:30pm
Merrick Tra +
7:30pm
Marcos Rafael Dell’Isola +
Sunday, February 10, 2019
Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time
7:30am
Jaroslaw P. Miernik +
9:00am
Joan Jensen +
10:45am Bonnie Brown +
12:30pm St. Paul Parishioners (int.)
2:00pm
Rosa Amelia Herrera +
5:30pm
Nerys Alcantara +
Monday, February 11, 2019
Our Lady of Lourdes
7:30am
Clyde Williams +
12:15pm Robert and Irene Gutowski-Kvatsak +
Tuesday, February 12, 2019
7:30am
Eulalia Ramos +
12:15pm Mariakutty Philip
Wednesday, February 13, 2019
7:30am
Anne Morris +
12:15pm Consecrated Life and Priestly Vocations (int.)
Thursday, February 14, 2019
Memorial of Saints Cyril, Monk, and Methodius, Bishop
7:30am
Kevin Mason +
12:15pm Emmanuel Moran +
Friday, February 15, 2019
7:30am
Joseph Kosiorek +
12:15pm Thom Dunn +
7:30pm
Catherine Giltinan +
Saturday, February 16, 2019
8:30am
Irma Alfaro de Li +
5:30pm
Richard Liberatore +
7:30pm
St. Paul Parishioners (int.)
Sunday, February 17, 2019
Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time
7:30am
Lillian and Joseph Eriole +
9:00am
Edward McDonnell +
10:45am Pryan and Vitale Family (int.)
12:30pm Tom and Gerri Willett (int.)
2:00pm
St. Paul Parishioners (int.)
5:30 pm Charles Hosein +

Readings for the Week of February 10th
Sunday

Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday

Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Is 6:1-2a, 3-8; Ps 138:1-2, 2-3, 4-5, 7-8; 1 Cor 15:1-11 or
1 Cor 15:3-8, 11; Lk 5:1-11
Gn 1:1-19; Ps 104:1-2a, 5-6, 10 and 12, 24 & 35c; Mk 6:53-56
Gn 1:20—2:4a; Ps 8:4-5, 6-7, 8-9; Mk 7:1-13
Gn 2:4b-9, 15-17; Ps 104:1-2a, 27-28, 29bc-30; Mk 7:14-23
Gn 2:18-25; Ps 128:1-2, 3, 4-5; Mk 7:24-30
Gn 3:1-8; Ps 32:1-2, 5, 6, 7; Mk 7:31-37
Gn 3:9-24; Ps 90:2, 3-4abc, 5-6, 12-13; Mk 8:1-10
Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Jer 17:5-8; Ps 1:1-2, 3, 4 and 6; 1 Cor 15:12, 16-20;
Lk 6:17, 20-26

Francis: “[Saint] Paul VI, in
referring to obstacles to evangelization,
spoke of a lack of fervor (parrhesía) that
is “all the more serious because it comes
from within”. How often we are tempted to keep close to
the shore! Yet the Lord calls us to put out into the deep
and let down our nets (cf. Lk 5:4). He bids us spend our
lives in his service. Clinging to him, we are inspired to put
all our charisms at the service of others. May we always feel
compelled by his love (2 Cor 5:14) and say with Saint Paul:
“Woe to me if I do not preach the Gospel” (1 Cor
9:16)” (Pope Francis, Gaudete et Exsultate, 130).
Pope

Words of Wisdom: “It can only be disgraceful for some
Christians to snore while other Christians are in peril.”

– St. Thomas More

Faith and Reason: Another influential thinker of the

16 th Century was the famed bishop of
Alatri, Ignzio Danti of Alatri (April
1536– 19 October1586). He was a
noted
mathematician,
poet,
astronomer, cosmographer, artist and
reformer in the Church. Born of a
family rich in artists and scientists, he
entered the Dominican Order on 7
March 1555. In 1562, he moved to the monastery of San
Marco in Florence where he served as a tutor. He was
later commissioned by the Duke of Tuscany to create 30
maps of the regions of the world for the Guardaroba in
the Palazzo Vecchio.
Danti continued to teach
mathematics and published over a dozen scientific
treatises, mostly commentaries on ancient and medieval
astronomy and mathematics or explanations of how to
use scientific instruments while in Florence. While living
in the covent of Santa Maria Novella, he made a number
of alterations to the church. He then served as a
professor of mathematics at the esteemed University of
Bologna and was asked by the Pope to paint many of the
maps still seen in the Vatican Museums. In 1583, he was
ordained Bishop of Alatri in the Campagna and
immediately convoked a diocesan synod, corrected many
abuses, and showed great solicitude for the poor. Shortly
before his death Pope Sixtus V summoned him to Rome
to assist in the erection of the grand obelisk in the piazza
of St. Peter! Danti died at Altri, only three years into his
service but is certainly known as one of the great models
of faith and reason only serve to enlighten the minds and
hearts of all humanity!

Words to Live By: “The passion of Jesus is a sea of

sorrows, but it is also an ocean of love. Ask the Lord to teach
you to fish in this ocean. Dive into its depths. No matter how
deep you go, you will never reach the bottom.”
– St. Paul of the Cross

“Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, ‘Whom shall I send? Who will go for us?’ ‘Here I am,’ I said, ‘send me!” (Is 6:8).

Ministries in Action!
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Society of St. Vincent de Paul
Pantry Hours
Monday & Thursday 9:00 am - 12:00 pm
Assistance Line: (813) 264-3325

Your generous donations of food and money for the less
fortunate families are appreciated. Families tell us they feel
the presence of Jesus when they receive our assistance.
If you would like to help, food donations to our St.
Vincent de Paul Food Pantry can be left in the marked
baskets located in the Narthex. Monetary donations can
be dropped in the poor box, also located in the Narthex.
Please make sure to specify SVDP in the memo line for
check donations or you may use an offertory envelope for
cash donations and label it SVDP.

Thank you for your generosity! ~ SVDP Society

Pantry Wish List This Week:
Pork & Beans, Mac & Cheese and Tuna
Please note we are unable to use expired items.

Home Makers of Hope Ministry: We continue to
accept new or slightly used items
on Fridays from 10:00am to
12:00pm at the Parish Center.
We are always in need of towels,
shower curtains, trash baskets
and bedding ( please label queen, full or twin size).
Thank you!
The Young @ Heart Ministry invites
those ages 55+ to the

Opera Tampa Singers
in Concert
Sunday, February 17th
The Singers will present some of the greatest hits of
opera as well as many golden era show tunes at the
St. Mary Our Lady of Peace CC in
Saint Petersburg, Florida.
Please meet in the Family Center parking lot at 1:30pm
to car pool. The concert begins at 3:00pm and is free!
For more information, contact:
Jim Demer at (813) 383-6867

Join us on our next mission trip
June 5 -June 12, 2019
To learn more about giving of your talent and
time, please join our next meeting on:

February 12 at 7:30pm
Parish Center, Room E
Contact us at: panamamission@stpaulchurch.com

The Council of Catholic Women

The St. Paul Council of Catholic Women
will hold their next General Meeting on
Thursday, February 14 th at 7:00pm in the
Family Center. Please join us for fellowship
and an evening of fun!

Diabetes Support Group
Wednesday, Feb. 13th at 7:30pm
Parish Center - Room E
Topics: Nutrition & Blood Sugars

Marriage:
Made for a Reason!
Let’s celebrate National Marriage Week! Here at St. Paul
Catholic Church, we are honoring married couples on the
weekend of February 16 - 17, 2019. After all Masses, the
Respect Life Ministry invites all married couples to
please stop by our beautifully decorated arch in the
Courtyard to take your picture, receive a gift and find
resources on strengthening your marriage.
This year’s theme is “Marriage: Made for a Reason”,
stressing the importance of marriage as a faithful, exclusive
and lifelong union between one man and one woman.
Every year in the United States, since 1983, parishes have
celebrated National Marriage Week from February 7 - 14.
Pope John Paul II gave the event his Apostolic Blessing in
1993. Find out about more events going on around the
country at http://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/
marriage-and-family/national-marriage-week.cfm
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Growing Together in Christ!
We welcome our new
parishioners to the
St. Paul Family!

Ms. Yaneth Alvarez
Ms. Yesica Baez
Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey Hirsch
Mr. Luis Montano
Mr. and Mrs. Christopher Osimen
Mr. Yosbel Rivero Alonso & Ms. Lisett Tadeo Hernandez
Ms. Melissa Rodriguez
Mr. and Mrs. Todd Silagi
Ms. Catherine Tietz

Liturgical Ministries
St. Paul Parish is a great place because so many people are
actively part of it! THANK YOU, for sharing your
outstanding gifts of time and talent! Our Volunteers are
priceless! Pray and contact us if you can help in these
ways: Altar Servers, Arts & Environment, Eucharistic
Ministers of Holy Communion, Funeral Planning,
Hospitality, Lectors, and Sacristans.
Please contact Elizabeth Hays, Liturgist at 813-961-3023
or via email at: ehays@stpaulchurch.com

Offertory Gifts: Our ushers are always

looking for parishioners to volunteer to bring
up the offertory gifts. Next Sunday, why not
ask them if they need help. You will find it to
be a great blessing for your family. Peace!

Deo Gratias! We thank God for all those who

have recently joined our parish. In January alone, 47
new families chose to become active members of
our parish family! Praise God! Our open house for
our Preschool this past week was a huge success. We were
especially gratified to learn that once again ... a great many of
the families came to know about our wonderful Preschool
through YOUR invitation! Thank you for sharing the good
news! We also sing God’s praises for both our amazing
American Heritage Girls Troop and Cub Scouts Troop. Both
Troops are led by teams of incredibly talented and caring
parents. If you or your child would like to have more
information about them, please call Laurie at the parish office.

Looking Ahead! February 11: World Day of
Prayer for the Sick; February 15: Our Lady of
Good Health, Novena at 7:00pm, Mass at 7:30pm;
February 16: RCIA Teen Retreat #2, 10:00am 4:00pm; February 16 - 17: Knights of Columbus Renewal of
Vows; February 17: XLT, 7:30pm - 8:30pm; February 18:
President’s Day (regular Mass schedule, Parish Office closed);
February 22: Fourth Friday Spanish Mass, 7:00pm Rosary,
7:30pm Mass, reception in Parish Center after Mass; February
23: Confirmation Workshop #2 in Parish Center, 9:00am 12:30pm; February 23: St. Paul Preschool Spaghetti Dinner,
6:00pm - 9:00pm; March 1:
First Friday Santo Niño
Devotion, 7:00pm Novena, 7:30pm Mass; March 2 - 3: Faith
Formation Registration after each Mass; March 2 - 3: Safe
Haven Sunday; March 5: “St. Paul Fest” - Multicultural Event
from 6:00pm - 9:00pm; March 6: Ash Wednesday - Masses at
7:30am, 9:00am; 12:15pm; 4:00pm, 5:30pm (LifeTeen);
6:00pm (Portuguese in Family Center); 7:00pm , 8:00pm
(Spanish in Family Center); March 8: Q & A Parish Meeting
with Father Bill in Family Center 3 at 7:30pm.

Ask It Basket: “On the way home from

Bereavement Ministry of St. Paul
Our ministry offers God’s healing love through
emotional, physical, mental and spiritual comfort.
Join us for our next meeting on Tuesday, February
12, 2019 at 7:30pm. For more information regarding
the Bereavement Ministry, call Diana at: 813-748-2874.
We pray for the repose of the souls of those recently
departed: Samual Perales, Mary Conrad, Noel Jose
Hernandez, Andrea Cruz Trovar, Irving Ortega-Diaz, Anna
Maria Dusek, Raquel Pedrero, Allan Navarro, Carlos Byrnes,
Louis Marcano, Valentin Munoz, Melody Decker, Jaime
Vergara-Cardenas, Jeffrey Vega and Lynn Bartolotta.
Please remember in your prayers those with
particular health needs: Margaret Uremovich,
Linda Taylor, Rosemary Fenton, Freida Cardona,
Mary García, Lucy Rosario, Adeliza Bacon, Suzette
Hillis, Bill Kollner and Monica Bencomo.

World Youth Day, the Pope was asked about
the priesthood and if they could marry. I
was confused about his answer. Could you
help?” I’ll try! First of all, there ARE married priests in the
Catholic Church. In the Eastern Rites, men can choose to
marry before they are ordained deacon. There are also married
men ordained to the Anglican Church who later convert to
Catholicism and are ordained. The Holy Father then affirmed:
“Personally, I think celibacy is a gift to the Church. In the
second place, I say that I don’t agree to allow optional celibacy
— no ... I don’t see putting myself before God with this
decision.” He then shared the opinion of a noted author that
in remote areas, a married Catholic man could be ordained to
the priesthood in order to meet the spiritual needs of the
faithful. While confessing that he has not given it sufficient
prayer and thought, he concluded: “It’s something to study, to
think about and to pray about.” I hope this helps! (If you
have a question for the Ask It Basket, please contact
FrBill@StPaulChurch.com.)

“Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, ‘Whom shall I send? Who will go for us?’ ‘Here I am,’ I said, ‘send me!” (Is 6:8).
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St. Paul Faith Formation

We are rooted in Faith and growing in grace

Baptism

Adult Faith Formation Classes for Parent of Grades K-5
Day
Sun
Mon
Tue

Date
2/17/19
2/18/19
2/19/19

Time
10:30am-11:15am
NO CLASS
6:15pm-7:00pm

Location
FC #3

Sun
Mon
Tue

3/24/19
3/25/19
3/26/19

10:30am-11:15am
4:15pm-5:00pm
6:15pm-7:00pm

FC #3
Church
Church

Church

Adult Faith Formation Classes for Parent of Grades 6-8

God reaches out to us in all kinds of ways. The desire in your
heart to baptize your child is one of them. The promises you
make for your child on this day will begin to form your child
into a faithful follower of Christ. However, the day of
baptism is only the beginning of this journey. Baptism is
literally a life changing event!
The Sacrament of Baptism at St. Paul Catholic Church takes
place on the first three Saturdays of every month in English
and the fourth Saturday of every month in Spanish. If your
child needs to be baptized please contact our Baptismal
Coordinator, Maria Mendez, at 813-961-3023 or via email
at: mmendez@stpaulchurch.com. Parents and Godparents
will be asked to attend a baptismal preparation class.

Can You Help?
The Baptism Ministry is in need of
coordinators to assist the families, priests
and deacons at Infant Baptisms at both our
English and Spanish services! Help is
needed on Saturday mornings from 9:00 am
-11:00 am, once or twice a month. Training
is available and coordinators work together
in teams. Bilingual in English and Spanish a
plus. We are also in need of teachers for our
baptismal preparation classes to ready our parents and
Godparents for this important first step in their child’s faith
journey. Join us in serving at this beautiful Sacrament! For
more information and/or to join the Baptism Ministry,
please contact Maria Mendez at the Parish Office at
813-961-3023 or via email at mmendez@stpaulchurch.com.

Day
Sun
Mon
Wed

Date
2/10/19
2/11/19
2/12/19

Time
4:15pm-5:00pm
6:15pm-7:00pm
6:15pm-7:00pm

Location
FC #2
Church
Church

Sun
Mon
Wed

2/24/19
2/25/19
2/27/19

4:15pm-5:00pm
6:15pm-7:00pm
6:15pm-7:00pm

FC #1
Church
Church

“Belong” Teen Conference
July 19 - 21, 2019
Rosen Shingle Creek Resort
Orlando, Florida
This theme will speak to relationship with God as sons
and daughters, with one another as brothers and
sisters in Christ, with the Church and the world.
Through this theme we hope to address two specific
trends in youth culture today: the lack of true and
authentic relationships, especially as a result of the use
of social media, leading to feelings of loneliness and
isolation. We want the youth to know their true
identity as sons and daughters of the Father and the
bond we have with one another as the Body of Christ.
For more information, please contact Stephen Watkins
at: swatkins@stpaulchurch.com
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Announcements and Events

Passion Play 2020
In 1633, the people of the small village of
Oberammergau in Bavaria, Germany,
pledged that if they were spared the Black
Plague, they would present a day-long play
depicting the last week in the life of Christ.
This tradition has continued through the
generations to this day. Come and join Fr.
Bill to witness this once in a decade
testimony to faith. We will leave on July 29
of 2020 and also visit the medieval city of
Innsbruck, the baroque Benedictine Abbey
of Ettal, the romantic castle of
Neuschwanstein
before embarking on a
cruise up the Danube
River ... visiting such
picturesque cities as
N u r e m b e r g ,
Regensburg, Passau,
Melk, Vienna, and Budapest! Be sure to
reserve your spots now as there are only ten
spots left! Call Margie at 1-800-644-4659
for more information.

The 9th Annual Tampa Bay Men’s Conference
“Courageously Living the Gospel”
Featuring Jesse Romero, Gus Lloyd, Justin Fatica
and Bishop Gregory Parkes
Saturday, March 2nd
8:00am - 3:00pm
Higgins Hall - St. Lawrence Catholic Church, Tampa
Tickets are $40 per person • Father/Son combo tickets are two for $40

Counseling Services

Offered by Dr. Pat Berne
Please call 813-961-3023 to make an appointment

Legal Consultation and Referral Service
Every Monday by appointment only
Please call 813-961-3023

Divorced and Separated Support Group

This ministry provides caring support for both women and
men experiencing separation or divorce. The group meets
every Friday night at 7:30pm in the St. Paul Parish Center.
You may come as often as you would like...every week, once a
month or whenever it is convenient for you. No charges/no
fees. All are welcome! For more information and to answer
any questions, please call Don Hemke at 813-205-1735.

AA Meetings: Do you feel your life is out of control? Is

Alcohol ruining your life? Help is here! Our parish is blessed
to host weekly Alcoholics Anonymous meetings every
Wednesday at 8:15pm in the St Michael Building. For more
information, call 813-933-9123. May God bless you!

*Tickets include lunch and free parking

For tickets or more information visit
SuncoastCatholicMinistries.com

“Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, ‘Whom shall I send? Who will go for us?’ ‘Here I am,’ I said, ‘send me!” (Is 6:8).

Stewardship: A Way of Life

Coffee & Donuts

2019 Annual Pastoral Appeal
As you receive your personal invitation
from Bishop Parkes for participation in
the 2019 Annual Pastoral Appeal,
remember that APA not only assists our
parish in fulfilling our commitment to
the ministries, programs, and services of
our larger Church, but also helps to
provide the physical, educational, and
spiritual needs of thousands that we
could not serve from our parish alone. Your pledge or gift to
APA on behalf of our parish funds these services that are
essential to advance the mission of Christ and help those in
need. Our parish commitment weekend next weekend. While
reflecting on your own blessings, consider how you can bring
the joy of Jesus Christ to someone in need.

A

Stewardship

Moment

…

In the first reading from the prophet Isaiah we get a glimpse of
a model for Christian stewards to follow. Within the temple,
God’s voice shakes the foundations and causes the natural
world to shake and tremble. The Lord asks: “Whom shall I
send? Who will go for us?” Isaiah replies to the call of God for
service with immediacy and enthusiasm: “Here I am, send me!”
There is no hesitation. There are no excuses, contingencies, or
“what-ifs.” Good stewards know that responding to the Lord’s
call to serve is never easy, never simple to grasp, never designed
for ready comfort and success. But the call needs a response.
What about us? What does it take to shake us into an
enthusiastic response? To say to God: “Here I am, Lord.

Leave a Legacy

by including St. Paul Catholic
Church in your will is most appreciated. There can be
many advantages to leaving a gift in this way. Naming our
parish as an entity in your will, trust or as a beneficiary on
a life insurance policy is a way for any parishioner to bless
future generations through a legacy gift and support the
ministry of the church. For additional information, please
call Michael Maloney at 961-3023 or e-mail
mmaloney@stpaulchurch.com.
Sign up for Online Giving! It’s simple and convenient.
Go to StPaulChurch.com
and click on the Online
Giving link for more info on
how to sign up.
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Your hosts this week:
American Heritage Girls
You have seen these young
blue uniforms around the
events. The mission of the
it all: "Building women of

ladies in their red, white, and
campus helping at different
American Heritage Girls says

integrity through service to
God, family, community and country."

Please be sure to stop by and say hello, and thank them for
their service to St. Paul’s. Also, please thank their wonderful
leaders who are guiding them along the way. If you have a
daughter age 5 to 18, get more information on how she can
become a part of this awesome ministry.

For More Information Contact Melissa Luria at:
ahg@stpaulchurch.com

ST. PAUL FEST

Multicultural Food & Music

Join us at the 6th Annual St. Paul Fest
with food, music, and dance from
all around the world!

Tuesday, March 5th
(Yes...the day before Lent begins)
Help us celebrate our cultural diversity at St. Paul’s
by showing off your culture’s food, costume,
music, and dance.

Call Patti today and let her know the country
(or U.S. state) you will represent and if you
would like to perform and/or provide food
from your country. 813-784-6225
e-mail: pscash@verizon.net

Offertory for February 3, 2019
Offertory: $ 32,602
Online Giving: $ 6,350
Attendance: 3,664
Envelopes: 844

Thank you for your generosity!

Page 12
Page 12

Growing Your Faith!

Super Charge Your Faith! Are you interested in growing ever deeper in love with
our Lord? There are a number of special opportunities in the coming months to
help you grow in faith. Mark you calendars and please plan on coming!
Annual Lenten Mission with Fr. Larry Richards will be held Mondray
through Wednesday, March 25-28 at 7pm. This will be one mission you
will definitely NOT want to miss! Mark your calendars and invite your
friends!
Eucharistic Congress will be held March 29-30 in Jacksonville, Florida.
We are hoping to rent a bus and visit St. Augustine before the Congress
starts Friday evening. The Congress has programs for kids, teens, adults
in English, and adults in Spanish. There will be nationally recognized
speakers, musicians, and a Catholic goods and book expo. It is one annual
event you won’t want to miss! Watch the bulletin for details.
2a Conferencia anual hispana para hombres, se llevará a cabo el
sábado 6 de April, 2019, en salón social de la Parroquia de la Natiidad en
Brandon. El tema de la conferencia será “Vivir valientemente en
Evangelio”. Por mas informacion, llama Carlos Flores a 727-344-1611
extensión 5472.
Franciscan Center. The Franciscan Center is located on the beautiful
Hillsborough River just minutes away from St. Paul. They offer retreats
throughout
the
year.
For
more
information,
visit
www.franciscancentertampa.org.
May God bless us as we “Courageously live the Gospel!”

(P.S. If I missed your retreat, please let me know! – Fr. Bill)
Due to copyright restrictions, we are not
able to print the Scriptures with the
Reflections of Dr. Jack Conroy.

respond as did Isaiah. “Here I am, Lord.”

II. 1 Corinthians 15:1-11 A Statement
I. Isaiah 6:1-2a, 3-8 The Call of the of Early Tradition.
Prophet.
Reflection: This begins the theological
Reflection: We should concentrate on climax of 1st Corinthians. Here St. Paul
two elements of this reading: a) Verses offers a primitive summary of what had
6:1 to 6:5 relates to a “Throne Room” become “Tradition” by about 55 AD, the
vision of the prophet. The Lord is seated death, resurrection and appearance of
as an Ancient Near Eastern Monarch Jesus.
Further, we read that Jesus
with a robe so gigantic that its hem filled appeared not only to “Cephas” (whom
the room! “Seraphim,” literally “burning we normally call St. Peter) and the
ones,” visualized as flying around the twelve, but to more than 500 members of
Holy One, ready to do His bidding. We the church. He also appeared to James,
read here the source of the the Brother of the Lord, who was the
“Trisagion,” (“Holy, Holy, Holy) said first head of the Jerusalem church.
between the Preface and the Eucharistic Finally, He appeared to St. Paul. This
Prayer at each Mass. b) Beginning with event was that which established the
6:5, we have the expressed fear of the authority of St. Paul; for “apostles” were
prophet, and the purgation of the then defined as “those to whom Jesus
prophet with a live coal by one of the had appeared.” Finally, we read of St.
seraphs. This prepared the prophet for Paul’s humility, admitting that he had
his mission, and he promptly responded persecuted the church, and that God’s
to God’s call. God is constantly asking, grace had been the source of his
“Whom shall I send?” Our task is to conversion. Thus, we read a very early

Knights of Columbus
Renewal of Vows
during all Masses
next weekend,
February 16 - 17
SPAGHETTI DINNER
Saturday, Feb. 23
6:00pm - 9:00pm
Family Center
statement of the heart of the Christian
faith. It has not changed!
III. Luke 5:1-11 Another “Call”.
Reflection: First, careful reading of this
story sheds a different light on Simon
(Peter) James and John. They tend to be
portrayed as impoverished fishermen; but
they were really entrepreneurs. First,
owning boats required capital; and having
a “partnership” involved economic
sophistication. And having such an
enormous catch that the boats were
about to sink implied hefty sales
proceeds at Magdala, just down the coast
from Capernaum. But this makes the
decision to leave everything and follow
Jesus even more remarkable; for they left
relative wealth for a life of wandering
homelessness. And so we are called; and
while we may not have to choose
poverty, we can be sufficiently
unattached to material things that we can
respond to the “Call.” For as He called
them and Isaiah, so He calls us!

“Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, ‘Whom shall I send? Who will go for us?’ ‘Here I am,’ I said, ‘send me!” (Is 6:8).

Courageously Living the Gospel!
Faith in Action: “Then I heard the voice of

the Lord saying, ‘Whom shall I send? Who will
go for us?’ ‘Here I am,’ I said, ‘send me!” (Is 6:8).
Every day, in little ways and in big ways, God
asks, “Whom shall I send?” Whether it is
someone to take on a new ministry, to give a friendly smile to
a stranger or say a word of encouragement to a friend, God
constantly provides opportunities to help someone in need.
The next time you hear God calling, have the courage to walk
through the door and say “Here I am, Lord.”

On a Lighter Note: A married couple were arguing who
is making the coffee, the wife said that in
the Bible it says that men should make the
coffee and the husband asked her where it
said that. The wife opened the Bible and
said: "Right here in HEBREWS! ”.
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Living Faith: In today’s Gospel, Jesus

stepped into Simon Peter’s boat and
invited him to “put out into deep water.”
How is the Lord inviting you to “put out into deep
water?” What is your response?

Don’t forget our service men and women!!

Please
remember the young men and women who
are separated from their loved ones as they
serve our country. If you would like to have
your loved one remembered by our parish
family, please contact Elizabeth at the parish office.
Electronic images are welcome. Let us pray peace in the world
and for their safe return home!

Technology Corner

Friendly Reminder: If we want our children to develop a

personal life-long relationship with the Lord, it
is extremely important that faith be lived at
home. This means praying with our children
before meals and before going to bed. It means
sharing your faith with them and modeling what
it means to be a good Christian. It also means
attending Mass each and every Sunday as a family. Some
parents mistakenly think that sending their kids to Religious
Education or Catholic School is a substitute for a Christian
home or weekly Mass attendance. No. It is an important
supplement but no school or program can replace what you do
as parents or the value of participating in Sunday Mass each
weekend as a family.

Catholic Days at the Capitol:
Make the Trip and Make a Difference!
March 26-27, 2019 (returning March 28)
This two-day event provides the opportunity to put into
action our faith's call to political responsibility and allows
us to strengthen the presence of our Catholic values in the
public square. We will also be joined by Bishop Parkes!
Legislative briefing, office visits with elected officials, Red
Mass and more. Deadline to register is March 12, 2019.
Visit https://www.dosp.org/life/upcoming-events/
or contact Sabrina at sab@dosp.org or call 727-344-1611

The Parish Office will be closed on
Monday, February 18, 2019, in
observance of the President’s Day
Holiday. The Parish Office will reopen on
Tuesday, February 19, 2019, at 8:00am.

St. Paul Catholic Church offers a free subscription,
to our parishioners, for formed.org!
1. Sign-up by at www.stpaulchurch.formed.org
2. Click on Register and enter the code: P33JN2
3. Enjoy movies, books and more!

