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All are welcome!
WEEKEND MASSES
Saturday Masses
8:30am Mass

(Morning Prayer and
Benediction 8:10am)

Saturday Vigil Masses
5:30pm

Missa em Português: 7:30pm

Sunday Masses

7:30am, 9:00am, 10:45am,
12:30 pm, 5:30pm
Misa en Español: 2:00pm

WEEKDAY MASSES
Monday to Friday
7:30am and 12:15pm
First Friday Mass 7:30pm
Third Friday Mass 7:30pm
*Fourth Friday Mass 7:30pm
*(en

Español)

Reconciliation (Confession)

Monday to Friday 11:30am - Noon
Saturdays 10:00am and 4:00pm
or upon request

Eucharistic Adoration
Monday to Thursday
8:00am to 8:30pm
Compline & Benediction
Friday 8:00am to
Saturday 8:30am Mass

Morning Prayer

Monday - Friday 7:10am
Saturday 8:10am

Anointing of the Sick
Every Second Saturday
of the Month at 8:30am

Church Office Hours:

Monday - Friday 8:00am to 4:00pm

Website:
www.stpaulchurch.com
"Formed by Word and Sacrament, we, the people of St. Paul Catholic Church,
are a Spirit-led, Eucharist-centered, vibrant multicultural Christian
community of faith, living our love for God and neighbor while growing together as disciples of Christ."

Contact us at:
info@stpaulchurch.com
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Growing Together as Disciples of Christ!

We’re here to serve you!
St. Paul Catholic Church
12708 N. Dale Mabry Hwy.
Tampa, Florida 33618-2802
(813) 961-3023
www.stpaulchurch.com
Questions? Please send email to:
info@stpaulchurch.com
Clergy
Fr. Bill Swengros
Fr. George Gyasi
Fr. Robert Romaine
Deacon Carlos Celaya
Deacon Ray Dever
Deacon Frank Henriquez

Faith Formation
Carmen Cayon
Maria Mendez
Sonia Eberhardt
Theresa Adams
Stephen Watkins
Maria Costa
Sr. Theresa Betz
Silvia Rivera
Preschool
Abbie Johnson
Mindy Geer
Liturgy
Elizabeth Hays
Mary Gant
Parish Support
Michael Maloney
Barbara Gray
Laurie Erickson
Sam Mathai
Charles Yezak
Tina Bubb

Pastor
Parochial Vicar
Parochial Vicar
RCIA
Mental Health Support
Young Adult Ministry
Director
Baptism and
FORMED® Coordinator
K-5 Faith Formation
Coordinator, 1st Holy
Communion Prep
Middle School
Minister (Confirmation)
High School Minister
RCIA, Marriage Prep,
Adult Confirmation,
Quinceañeras
Spiritual Direction
Religious Education
Assistant (Records)
Director
Assistant Director
Liturgist, Bereavement
Minister
Music Director
Parish Manager
Pastoral
Administrative
Assistant (Scheduling)
Director of Ministries
Maintenance
Director of
Communications
Finance Office

Our Vision Statement:
“Growing Together as Disciples
of Christ.”

My Dear Friends,
Throughout the world, Catholics have a well-earned reputation for our care for those
most in need. Our diocese is no exception. As one of the largest private providers of
social assistance, we provide millions of dollars and thousands of volunteer hours to
hundreds of thousands of people each and every year. Our generous gifts of time, talent,
and treasure make all the difference in the world to so many in our five county area.
The ministries we provide are as varied as the people we serve: help for those with
difficult or unexpected pregnancies, fertility care services, and adoption services. We
provide housing, medical care, education, legal assistance, and advocacy for migrant
workers and their families. We help the refugees from hurricanes and other natural
disasters, as well as those from other countries. We provide health services and housing
to those men, women, and children who live with AIDS. We provide care for the
divorced and their children. We provide health and counseling services. We have an
active elder ministry. We provide programs for our teens, young adults, and those with
special needs. We provide care for those in prison, hospitals, and nursing homes or who
work on ships. We minister to those who do not speak English as their first language.
We broadcast the Good News 24/7 through our radio stations. We provide continued
formation and education for our seminarians, priests, and deacons. In sum, we are doing
the work of Christ!
I encourage you with all of my heart to participate in this year’s Annual Pastoral Appeal.
One hundred percent of this money is used to fund these vital ministries. Last year, only
14% of our parish chose to participate in this important effort. This year, I would like to
see 100% of us participate – even if you can only give a few dollars!
The Bible prescribes a 10% tithe to the Lord as a sign of your gratitude for all the
blessings you have received. Ten percent may seem like a stretch, but believe me, God
will bless you in return for your faith commitment. A good rule of thumb is to give until
it hurts. I believe God is pleased when we step out in faith. Amazingly enough, the more
I give, the more the Lord seems to bless me! God is not outdone in generosity!
Of the 10% tithe, I tithe 5% to the parish, 3% to the Annual Pastoral Appeal, and the
remaining 2% to other charities. Of course, you are welcome to give it all to the Annual
Pastoral Appeal. Why? Every dollar that is given to the Annual Pastoral Appeal goes to the
best of causes. Also, what is not raised in pledges, must be paid by our parish from our
offertory collection. In addition, pledges paid to the Annual Appeal are not considered
when formulating the next year’s assessment so it is like giving an additional 20 cents on
each dollar donated. Lastly, every penny we pledge over our goal is returned directly to the
parish and is not figured in the next year’s assessment. It is like getting “tax-free” money!
This year, our parish assessment is $452,049, up $14,051 from last year. While I know
this is a lofty goal, I also know that it will be easily attained if each and every family
participates in the Annual Pastoral Appeal.
You should have received a letter and a pledge card from Bishop Parkes. Please
prayerfully ask the Lord how you can participate in this Appeal. Send it in as soon as you
can and be sure your check and pledge card are clearly marked “St. Paul Parish,
TAMPA” so that your donation is credited to our account. If you do not receive a card
in the mail, please stop by the parish office for one.
God has showered each and every one of us with innumerable blessings. The Annual
Pastoral Appeal is a wonderful opportunity to say “thank you” and to share his blessings
with our brothers and sisters in need. May God bless you and your loved ones for your
generosity!
Courageously growing together in Christ,

Fr. Bill Swengros, Pastor

“Blessed are you when people hate you,…exclude and insult you, and denounce your name…on account of the Son of Man” (Lk 6:22).

Liturgical and Parish Events
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Celebrating National Marriage Week!
After all Masses this weekend, the Respect Life Ministry
invites all married couples to please stop by our beautifully
decorated arch in the Courtyard to take your picture, receive a
gift and find resources on strengthening your marriage.

The Parish Office will be closed on Monday, February 18, 2019,
in observance of the President’s Day Holiday. The Parish Office
will reopen on Tuesday, February 19, 2019, at 8:00am.

St. Marianne Cope, OSF

Saints of God: Next Saturday
is the feast of St. Marianne
Cope, OSF, a born leader
and true daughter of St.
Francis of Assisi. Growing
up as one of the older
children of a large family in
Germany, she went to work
in a factory right after
finishing the eighth grade to
help support her family. At
the age of 24, she was finally
able to join the Sisters of the
Third Order of Saint Francis.
She later immigrated to the
United States. Gifted with
natural leadership abilities,
she was appointed twice as
the novice mistress of her
congregation and three times
as the superior of St. Joseph's
Hospital in Syracuse. Her
Franciscan love for the poor
led her to volunteer to go to
Hawaii to take care of Fr.
Damien and his lepers. She
was finally stationed in
Molokai, where she brought
education and happiness to
the leper colony. She died in
1918 of a heart attack, never
having contracted leprosy.
Mother Marianne Cope,
pray for us!
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Parish Events

Catholic Relief Services Come and See Workshop
Saturday, February 23, 2019 from 9:00am - 12:00pm
St. Mary Church, Tampa
Would you like to learn about how you can support the work and
mission of Catholic Relief Services? Hear from Daniel Mumuni, our
CRS Lenten speaker. Learn about the CRS Parish Ambassador
Corps initiative here in our diocese. Explore the CRS Rice
Bowl resources available to engage your parish, school or family in
the experience of Lent.

Annual Lenten
Mission with

Father
Larry
Richards
March 25 - March 28
7:00pm - 9:00pm

Register at https://www.dosp/org/life/upcoming-events/

Let’s travel together as a community of faith!
We will depart from St. Paul Catholic Church on Friday
morning, March 29 and return during the early evening on
Saturday, March 30, 2019.
Cost: $75 per person for double occupancy
$145 per person for single occupancy
Cost of the trip includes: (1) Round-trip ground
transportation (2) Entrance to the Florida Eucharistic
Congress (3) Visits to religious sites in St. Augustine,
Florida (4) Dinner on Friday Evening and (5) One night
hotel accommodation.

Registration and full payment is due March 1, 2019.
To register or for more information, please send an
email to: igniteyourfaith@stpaulchurch.com

“Become what you receive, the Body of Christ!”
Come learn what can happen in your life
when you give priority to the love of God
available to you through the Eucharist.
Throughout this year, once each month, a
small group will meet to discern the call
to become an Associate of the Blessed
Sacrament. We are formed in the charism of St Peter
Julian Eymard, the Apostle of the Eucharist and
founder of a spiritual family that continues his mission
of making the presence of God’s love in the Eucharist
given for the life and transformation of the world.
“Live the Eucharist Discernment” meets on
Thursday, February 21, 2019, from 1:00pm to
2:30pm in the St. Paul Family Center. Drop by after
the Celebration of the Eucharist at 12:15 p.m. Bring a
sack lunch if you need nourishment and bring a friend!
To sign up, please contact: Gloria Jung, Servant Leader,
S.S.S. via email at gfjung@tampabay.rr.com or by
phone at (727) 372-1792.

“Blessed are you when people hate you,…exclude and insult you, and denounce your name…on account of the Son of Man” (Lk 6:22).

St. Paul Catholic Preschool

License # C HC 110273

Excellence in Catholic preschool education for over 30 years

The celebration of Valentine’s Day at our preschool offered
our children a great opportunity to share their love and good
wishes with family and friends. By making handmade
Valentine cards, our students fine-tuned their motor muscles
and enhanced their hand eye coordination...both necessary
skills for handwriting and life tasks. Our children wrote loving
messages to their families, allowing them to practice language
and communication skills and encouraging them to express
their feelings in positive ways.
Valentine’s Day and the tradition of mailing cards also
provided us with a perfect opportunity to introduce the
children to the steps necessary in mailing a card or letter.
Parish Manager Michael Maloney (pictured below) and
Director of Communications Charles Yezak assisted by posing
as our in-house “postal” workers. The students purchased
stamps from the “postal worker”, affixed them to the
envelopes and then deposited them into a mailbox. Now all
that’s left to do is wait for the mail to be delivered and to
watch families open and enjoy their child-created Valentine’s
Day cards!
— Julie Sisco, 3 Year Old Lead Teacher
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St. Paul
Catholic Preschool’s
Spaghetti Dinner
&
Silent Auction
will be held on

Saturday, Feb. 23, 2019
6:00pm to 9:00pm
Family Center
Event Tickets: $10/adult • $5/child
(Maximum immediate family cost: $30)
Event tickets are available for purchase in advance from the
Preschool Office or at the door on the day of the dinner.
Remember to bring cash or checks for the bake sale and the
50/50 raffle.

Enrollment for the 2019-2020 School Year is still
open. If you are interested in having your child
attend our preschool, please apply soon. A limited
number of spaces are available.
Contact us!
Preschool Office: (813) 264-3314
Email: director@stpaulchurch.com

All proceeds raised will be used to make purchases to
enhance our students’ classroom environment. The
Spaghetti Dinner is generously provided by the St. Paul
Catholic Church’s Knights of Columbus.
Take-out meals are available.
If you have a business or know someone who does, please
consider donating items or gift certificates to be used in our
silent auction.
If you have questions, please contact:
Sarah Chipko at 408.621.2293 or
sloberhauser@gmail.com
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Liturgy Corner

Mass Intentions for the Week of February 17th
Saturday, February 16, 2019
8:30am
Irma Alfaro de Li +
5:30pm
Richard Liberatore +
7:30pm
St. Paul Parishioners (int.)
Sunday, February 17, 2019
7:30am
Lillian and Joseph Eriole +
9:00am
Edward McDonnell +
10:45am Pryan and Vitale Family (int.)
12:30pm Tom and Gerri Willett (int.)
2:00pm
St. Paul Parishioners (int.)
5:30 pm Charles Hosein +
Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Monday, February 18, 2019
7:30am
Louise Francescon +
12:15pm Joachim Nguyen V. Kinh +
Tuesday, February 19, 2019
7:30am
Mr. and Mrs. Arnold Louis-Charles +
12:15pm Linda Simmons +
Wednesday, February 20, 2019
7:30am
Consecrated Life and Priestly Vocations (int.)
12:15pm Eugene Jacoby +
Thursday, February 21, 2019
Saint Peter Damian, Bishop and Doctor of the Church
7:30am
Elliot Reyes +
12:15pm Josefina Alvarez +
Friday, February 22, 2019
Feast of the Chair of Saint Peter, Apostle
7:30am
Irene Czarnecki +
12:15pm Mr. & Mrs. Alberto Hidalgo 60th Anniversary (int.)
7:30pm
St. Paul Parishioners (int.)
Saturday, February 23, 2019
Memorial of Saint Polycarp, Bishop and Martyr
8:30am
Jordan Crockett +
5:30pm
S. Julian Menendez +
7:30pm
St. Paul Parishioners (int.)
Sunday, February 24, 2019
Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time
7:30am
Robert Novak +
9:00am
Francis X. Maloney, Sr. +
10:45am Edwin Zwiesler +
12:30pm Frank Suszynski +
2:00pm
Aldenar Abella and Marianna Cardona +
5:30 pm St. Paul Parishioners (int.)

Readings for the Week of February 17th
Sunday
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday

Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Jer 17:5-8; Ps 1:1-2, 3, 4 and 6; 1 Cor 15:12,16-20;
Lk 6:17, 20-26
Gn 4:1-15, 25; Ps 50:1 and 8, 16bc-17, 20-21; Mk 8:11-13
Gn 6:5-8; 7:1-5, 10; Ps 29:1a and 2, 3ac-4, 3b and 9c10; Mk 8:14-21
Gn 8:6-13, 20-22; Ps 116:12-13, 14-15, 18-19; Mk 8:22-26
Gn 9:1-13; Ps 102:16-18, 19-21, 29 and 22-23; Mk 8:27-33
1 Pt 5:1-4; Ps 23:1-3a, 4, 5, 6; Mt 16:13-19
Heb 11:1-7; Ps 145:2-3, 4-5, 10-11; Mk 9:2-13
Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time
1 Sm 26:2, 7-9, 12-13, 22-23; Ps 103:1-2, 3-4, 8, 10,
12-13; 1 Cor 15:45-49; Lk 6:27-38

Francis: “Like the prophet
Jonah, we are constantly tempted to flee
to a safe haven. It can have many names:
individualism, spiritualism, living in a
little world, addiction, intransigence, the rejection of new
ideas and approaches, dogmatism, nostalgia, pessimism,
hiding behind rules and regulations. We can resist leaving
behind a familiar and easy way of doing things. Yet the
challenges involved can be like the storm, the whale, the
worm that dried the gourd plant, or the wind and sun that
burned Jonah’s head. For us, as for him, they can serve to
bring us back to the God of tenderness, who invites us to
set out ever anew on our journey” (Pope Francis, Gaudete et
Exsultate, 134).
Pope

Words of Wisdom: “Truly, matters in the world are in a
bad state; but if you and I begin in earnest to reform
ourselves, a really good beginning will have been made.”
– St. Peter of Alcantara

Faith and Reason: Galileo Galilei (1564-1642) is a central

figure in the scientific revolution as he
championed heliocentrism. He was also a
genuinely devout and faithful Catholic,
despite his later run in with the Inquisition.
Galileo studied speed and velocity, gravity
and free fall, the principle of relativity,
inertia, projectile motion and also worked
in applied science and technology,
describing the properties of pendulums and "hydrostatic
balances", inventing the thermoscope and various military
compasses, and using the telescope for scientific observations
of celestial objects. His contributions to observational
astronomy include the telescopic confirmation of the phases
of Venus, the discovery of the four largest satellites of Jupiter,
the observation of Saturn's rings (though he could not see
them well enough to discern their true nature) and the
analysis of sunspots. Known for his work as astronomer,
physicist, engineer, philosopher, and mathematician, Galileo
has been called the "father of observational astronomy", the
"father of modern physics", the "father of the scientific
method", and even the "father of science". His proposals
were rejected by most of his peers and were eventually
condemned by the Church. But even in this dark hour,
Galileo remained friends with many of the church leaders and
he was allowed to continue to develop his theories. Over
time, the scientific community embraced his position as did
the Church, eventually even apologizing for her error. It is
worthy to note that he is buried inside the beautiful Basilica
of Sant Croce in Florence. Galileo is not proof of the
Church’s opposition to science or reason, but stands as a sign
of the Church’s defense of truth.

Words to Live By: “Let us throw ourselves into the ocean

of His goodness, where every failing will be canceled and
anxiety turned into love.”
– St. Paul of the Cross

“Blessed are you when people hate you,…exclude and insult you, and denounce your name…on account of the Son of Man” (Lk 6:22).

Ministries in Action!
Society of St. Vincent de Paul
Pantry Hours
Monday & Thursday 9:00 am - 12:00 pm
Assistance Line: (813) 264-3325

Though God’s ways are not always understandable,
feeding, clothing and housing the needy are very clear
teachings. Thank you for providing the St. Vincent de
Paul Society with the means to do this work.
If you would like to help, food donations to our St.
Vincent de Paul Food Pantry can be left in the marked
baskets located in the Narthex. Monetary donations can
be dropped in the poor box, also located in the Narthex.
Please make sure to specify SVDP in the memo line for
check donations or you may use an offertory envelope for
cash donations and label it SVDP.

Thank you for your generosity! ~ SVDP Society

Pantry Wish List This Week:
Pasta, Pasta Sauces and Chili
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Home Makers of Hope Ministry

We continue to accept
new or slightly used items
on Fridays from 10:00am to 12:00pm
in the Parish Center Lobby. We are
always in need of towels, shower
curtains, trash baskets and bedding
(please label queen, full or twin size).

St. Paul Active Retired Seniors (SPARS): Our next

meeting will be held on February 20th at 1:00pm in the
Parish Center Room F.

Bereavement Ministry of St. Paul
Our ministry offers God’s healing love through
emotional, physical, mental and spiritual comfort.
Our next meeting on Tuesday, February 26, 2019 at
7:30pm in the Parish Center, Room H. For more
information, please contact Diana at: 813-748-2874.

Please note we are unable to use expired items.

SHAWLS OF HOPE MINISTRY: Inviting

Liturgical Ministries
St. Paul Parish is a great place because so many people are
actively part of it! THANK YOU, for sharing your
outstanding gifts of time and talent! Our Volunteers are
priceless! Pray and contact us if you can help in these
ways: Altar Servers, Arts & Environment, Eucharistic
Ministers of Holy Communion, Funeral Planning,
Hospitality, Lectors, and Sacristans.

all knitters and crocheters to create shawls
and baby blankets as a source of comfort and
prayer. Next meeting is Friday, February
22nd at 10:00am in the Parish Center.

Please contact Elizabeth Hays, Liturgist at 813-961-3023
or via email at: ehays@stpaulchurch.com

St. Francis of Assisi Ministry

Summer Mission Trip to

PANAMA
June 5 - 12, 2019
If you are a youth, young Adult, medical doctor,
physician’s assistant, nurse or have a desire to
be a missionary disciple, please join us!

The St. Francis of Assisi Ministry is accepting
prayer requests from those who are coping
with the loss of a pet or struggling with their
pet’s illness. Please submit your prayer request
to: st-francis-ministry@stpaulchurch.com

Email: panamamission@stpaulchurch.com
“And I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send,
and who will go for us?” Then I said, “Here I am. Send me.”
— Isaiah 6:8
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Growing Together in Christ!

Please keep all servicemen and women in your
prayers, especially those from our church family:
Dylan Anthony Agnes, PVT, US Army
Timothy O’Loughlin, Ensign, USCG
Hans C. Arcand, 2nd LT, USAF
Martin O. Reina, USCG
Patrick Rose, CPT PA, US Army
Nicholas Ringo III, US Navy
Mathew M Colon, SGT, US Army
Michael Dunkelberger, MSGT, USAF
Christopher A. Garcia, LTJG, U.S. Navy
Richard Majette, CPT, USMC
Katrina Monti, CPT, PA US Army
Richard Sison Jr, 2nd LT, USAF
Matthew Mooney, CPT, USAF
Curtis Gardner, SGT, USAF
Adriana Trigg, USAF
Anthony Mazzie, US Army
Luis Luccani, SGT, US Navy
Austin Jacob Ferlita, PVT2s, US Army
Josh C. Seal, PO, U.S. Navy
Corinna Fleischmann, CDR, USCG
Morganne Oyler, U.S. Navy
Sean C. Andino, LTJG, U.S. Navy
Thomas Krasnicki, LT, U.S. Navy
Brett Smith, USMC
Dominick J. Agnes III, SGT, USMC
Brian J. Babin, SS, USMC
Spencer M. Brown, PVT, U.S. Army
John Erickson, Cpl U.S. Army
Jacob Torrens, Pvt., U.S. Army
Cody Rigney, LT, U.S. Navy
Adam Tapia, LT, U.S, Army
Jason Mitchell, WO4, U.S. Army
Alexander Maldonado, Captain, USAF
We pray for the repose of the souls of those recently
departed: Michael Campanelli, Samual Perales, Mary Conrad,
Noel Jose Hernandez, Andrea Cruz Trovar, Irving OrtegaDiaz, Anna Maria Dusek, Raquel Pedrero, Allan Navarro,
Carlos Byrnes, Louis Marcano, Valentin Munoz, Melody
Decker, Jaime Vergara-Cardenas and Lynn Bartolotta.
Please remember in your prayers those with
particular health needs: Margaret Uremovich,
Linda Taylor, Rosemary Fenton, Freida Cardona,
Mary García, Lucy Rosario, Adeliza Bacon, Suzette
Hillis, Bill Kollner and Monica Bencomo.

Deo Gratias! Please join me in thanking our

catechists for all they do to share our faith with our
children, teens, and adults. They are an inspiration
to us all as they generously share their valuable time
and considerable talents. May God bless them all! Don’t
forget to share bulletins from your travels with us. We love to
hear how God is blessing our sister parishes!

Looking Ahead! February 17: XLT, St. Paul Chapel,
7:30pm - 8:30pm; February 18: President’s Day
(regular Mass schedule, Parish Office closed);
February 22:
Fourth Friday Spanish Mass,
7:00pm Rosary, 7:30pm Mass, reception in Parish
Center after Mass; February 23: Confirmation Workshop #2
in Parish Center, 9:00am - 12:30pm; February 23: St. Paul
Preschool Spaghetti Dinner, 6:00pm - 9:00pm; March 1: First
Friday Santo Niño Devotion, 7:00pm Novena, 7:30pm Mass;
March 2 - 3: Faith Formation Registration after each Mass;
March 2 - 3: Safe Haven Sunday; March 5: “St. Paul Fest” Multicultural Event from 6:00pm - 9:00pm; March 6: Ash
Wednesday - Masses at 7:30am, 9:00am; 12:15pm; 4:00pm,
5:30pm (LifeTeen); 6:00pm (Portuguese in Family Center);
7:00pm, 8:00pm (Spanish in Family Center); March 8: Q & A
Parish Meeting with Father Bill in Family Center 3 at 7:30pm;
March 10: Daylight Saving Time begins; March 10: First
Sunday of Lent; March 10 - 13: Faith Formation Confessions;
March 15: 3rd Friday - Our Lady of Good Health Novena
and Mass - 7:00pm Novena, 7:30pm Mass; March 17: Second
Sunday of Lent; March 18 - 22: Hillsborough County Schools
Spring Break; March 19: Feast of St. Joseph; March 22: 4th
Friday Spanish Mass - Stations of the Cross at 7:00pm, Mass at
7:30pm, no reception after Mass.

Ask It Basket: “What is a tithe and is it still relevant?”

The biblical tithe is a 10 percent donation given
to a religious organization in thanksgiving to
God (cf. Gn 14:18-20; 28:12–22). While some
hold it to it strictly. I would encourage people to
embrace the spirit of tithing. For instance, for some, it is not
possible to dedicate 10% of one’s income to charity. Every
penny is needed to pay the rent and buy groceries. For others,
10% is far too small a percentage. As a general rule, I’d
suggest give until it hurts. The more God has given us, the
more that is expected. Who to give it to? As a general rule, it
is to be given to the Church. I give 4% in support of the
Annual Pastoral Appeal, 4% in support of the Parish, and give
2% to other charities. Yet, for some, most of their tithe is
given to help an aging parent or a loved ones suffering in
another country. What is important is that we give as much as
we can to those God places in our path. How to begin? Look
at last year’s annual income and what percentage you gave to
charity. See if you can increase that percentage next year.
There is little doubt that the more we give, the more we will be
blessed! (If you have a question for the Ask It Basket, please
contact FrBill@StPaulChurch.com.)

“Blessed are you when people hate you,…exclude and insult you, and denounce your name…on account of the Son of Man” (Lk 6:22).
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St. Paul Faith Formation

We are rooted in Faith and growing in grace

Baptism

Adult Faith Formation Classes for Parent of Grades K-5
Day
Sun
Mon
Tue

Date
2/17/19
2/18/19
2/19/19

Time
10:30am-11:15am
NO CLASS
6:15pm-7:00pm

Location
FC #3

Sun
Mon
Tue

3/24/19
3/25/19
3/26/19

10:30am-11:15am
4:15pm-5:00pm
6:15pm-7:00pm

FC #3
Church
Church

Church

Adult Faith Formation Classes for Parent of Grades 6-8

God reaches out to us in all kinds of ways. The desire in your
heart to baptize your child is one of them. The promises you
make for your child on this day will begin to form your child
into a faithful follower of Christ. However, the day of
baptism is only the beginning of this journey. Baptism is
literally a life changing event!
The Sacrament of Baptism at St. Paul Catholic Church takes
place on the first three Saturdays of every month in English
and the fourth Saturday of every month in Spanish. If your
child needs to be baptized please contact our Baptismal
Coordinator, Maria Mendez, at 813-961-3023 or via email
at: mmendez@stpaulchurch.com. Parents and Godparents
will be asked to attend a baptismal preparation class.

Baptism Ministry: Help Needed
The Baptism Ministry is in need of
coordinators to assist the families, priests and
deacons at Infant Baptisms at both our English
and Spanish services! Help is needed on
Saturday mornings from 9:00 am -11:00 am,
once or twice a month. Training is available
and coordinators work together in teams.
Bilingual in English and Spanish a plus. We are
also in need of teachers for our baptismal preparation
classes to ready our parents and Godparents for this
important first step in their child’s faith journey. Join us in
serving at this beautiful Sacrament! For more information
and/or to join the Baptism Ministry, please contact Maria
Mendez at the Parish Office at 813-961-3023 or via
email at mmendez@stpaulchurch.com.

Day
Sun
Mon
Wed

Date
2/24/19
2/25/19
2/27/19

Time
4:15pm-5:00pm
6:15pm-7:00pm
6:15pm-7:00pm

Location
FC #1
Church
Church

Sun
Mon
Wed

4/7/19
4/8/19
4/10/19

4:15pm-5:00pm
6:15pm-7:00pm
6:15pm-7:00pm

Pavilion
Church
Church

Volunteers Needed
We are in urgent need of volunteers who would like to share
their faith with young children, ages 4-7 during the 9:00am
Mass or the 2:00pm Spanish Mass. This ministry is called
Children’s Liturgy of the Word. All you need to have is a
love for Jesus and little children. You must be at least 18
years old but we would also love to have teen help. We will
train you! For more information, please contact Sonia
Eberhardt via email at: seberhardt@stpaulchurch.com or
at (813)264-3381.

SACRAMENT CORNER
•Preparations for the reception of the Sacraments of
Baptism, Reconciliation, First Communion and
Confirmation are coordinated though the Faith
Formation Office. Please call 813-961-3023.
•For preparation to receive the Sacrament of Holy
Matrimony, please call Maria Costa at 813-961-3023.
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Announcements and Events

The 9th Annual Tampa Bay Men’s Conference
“Courageously Living the Gospel”
Featuring Jesse Romero, Gus Lloyd, Justin Fatica
and Bishop Gregory Parkes
Saturday, March 2nd
8:00am - 3:00pm
Higgins Hall - St. Lawrence Catholic Church, Tampa
Tickets are $40 per person • Father/Son combo tickets are two for $40

*Tickets include lunch and free parking

For tickets or more information visit
SuncoastCatholicMinistries.com

Counseling Services

Offered by Dr. Pat Berne
Please call 813-961-3023 to make an appointment

Legal Consultation and Referral Service
Every Monday by appointment only
Please call 813-961-3023

Divorced and Separated Support Group

This ministry provides caring support for both women and
men experiencing separation or divorce. The group meets
every Friday night at 7:30pm in the St. Paul Parish Center.
You may come as often as you would like...every week, once a
month or whenever it is convenient for you. No charges/no
fees. All are welcome! For more information and to answer
any questions, please call Don Hemke at 813-205-1735.

AA Meetings: Do you feel your life is out of control? Is

Alcohol ruining your life? Help is here! Our parish is blessed
to host weekly Alcoholics Anonymous meetings every
Wednesday at 8:15pm in the St Michael Building. For more
information, call 813-933-9123. May God bless you!

Remember! When you
married in the Church and
when your child was baptized,
you promised before God to
share your faith with your children
“according to the law of Christ and his
Church”...“to bring them up to keep
God’s commandments as Christ taught us,
by loving God and our neighbor.” We do
this in myriad of ways. One of the most
important is to bring our children to Mass
each and every weekend. Some parents
mistakenly think that it is sufficient to
send them to a Catholic School or
Religious Education Program; however,
every study confirms what the Church has
always taught - the best way to ensure that
your children embrace a lively faith for all
their lives is to bring them to Church with
you each weekend. For this reason, we
ask all of our children to attend Mass each
weekend. If you have any questions,
please contact Carmen in our Faith
Formation Office.

“Belong” Teen Conference
July 19 - 21, 2019
Rosen Shingle Creek Resort
Orlando, Florida
This theme will speak to relationship with God as sons
and daughters, with one another as brothers and
sisters in Christ, with the Church and the world.
Through this theme we hope to address two specific
trends in youth culture today: the lack of true and
authentic relationships, especially as a result of the use
of social media, leading to feelings of loneliness and
isolation. We want the youth to know their true
identity as sons and daughters of the Father and the
bond we have with one another as the Body of Christ.
For more information, please contact Stephen Watkins
at: swatkins@stpaulchurch.com

“Blessed are you when people hate you,…exclude and insult you, and denounce your name…on account of the Son of Man” (Lk 6:22).

Stewardship: A Way of Life
Today is our commitment
weekend for the 2019 Annual
Pastoral Appeal: BE
COURAGEOUS
Everyone is asked to join
Bishop Parkes and all parishes
and missions throughout our
diocese in making a pledge or gift
for the benefit of each parish, and
more importantly, for the many in
need throughout the five counties
of our diocese. Every gift is
valuable. Sometimes it is hard to envision how one gift
could make a difference in an organization the size of our
diocese, but it does. Every Catholic in every parish, when
united, can advance the mission of Christ, loving and
serving one another. In times of change and transition,
our gifts from God may be more difficult to identify; but
we must remember God blesses each of us every day and
there is no limit to His mercy. No one can do everything,
but everyone can do something. Our focus is not equal
gift, but equal sacrifice. BE COURAGEOUS and
transform someone’s life. Thank you in advance for
continuing to support our parish and our diocesan faith
family in so many ways.

A Stewardship Moment …
The prophet Jeremiah
minces no words in today’s
first reading: “Thus says the
LORD: Cursed is the one
who trusts in human beings
… whose heart turns away
from the LORD.” And the
prophet’s “beatitude”
resembles that of Jesus’ teaching in today’s Gospel reading
when he proclaims: “Blessed is the one who trusts in the
LORD, whose hope is the LORD.” Good stewards
understand that what the world values is not consistent
with Gospel values. They realize that God has placed in
their midst all the gifts, charisms, and resources needed to
bring Christ to a world desperately in need of his loving
presence. But to exercise good stewardship over God’s
gifts takes a great deal of trust.
How does our stewardship reflect our trust in the
Lord? What did we do today to give others hope in
Christ Jesus?
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Coffee & Donuts
Your Host Today:
Hospitality Ministers
We hear it so often that when you walk into St.
Paul’s for the first time, it’s like being welcomed
home! We have an incredible team of men and
women who are the first faces of our wonderful
parish who offer a friendly hello, a handshake and
are there to help you feel right at home. Come
meet some of these wonderful people, say thanks
and find out more about this ministry that is always
ready to serve.
For more information, contact:

Sophia Hubbard
ushers@stpaulchurch.com

Leaving a Legacy
Leave a legacy by including
St. Paul Catholic Church in
your will is most
appreciated. There can be many advantages to leaving a
gift in this way. Naming our parish as an entity in your
will, trust, or as a beneficiary on a life insurance policy is
a way for any parishioner to bless future generations
through a legacy gift and support the ministry of the
church. For additional information please call Michael
Maloney at (813) 961-3023 or send an e-mail message to:
mmaloney@stpaulchurch.com.
Sign up for Online Giving!
It’s simple and
convenient.
Go to StPaulChurch.com, and click on the
Online Giving link for more info on how to
sign up.

Offertory for February 10, 2019
Offertory: $ 27,693
Online Giving: $ 16,650
Attendance: 3,446
Envelopes: 1,238

Thank you for your generosity!
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Growing Your Faith!
WE ARE A COMMUNITY THAT PRAYS!

Each week people gather on our campus to pray. Listed below are some of our prayer groups:
Eucharistic Adoration
Rosary (in Church)
Rosary and Prayer for Vocations (in Church)
Our Mother of Mercy
Legion of Mary (español)
La Familia (español)
Spiritual Mothers
Amor de Jesus Grupo de Oración (español)
Cenaculo de Maria Rosa Mistica (português)
Grupo Tercoo dos Homens (português)
24-hour Eucharistic Adoration
Rosary and Santo Niño Perpetual Novena
Sacred Heart Novena Mass
Nossa Senhora Da Rosa Mistica (português)
Cursillo de Cristiandad (español)
Our Lady of Good Health Novena Mass
Miraculous Medal Novena
Anointing of the Sick
Our Lady of Peñafrancia
Cenacles of Divine Mercy (eng, sp, port)
Fiat (english and español)

Monday through Thursday 8:00 am - 8:30 pm
Weekdays after the 7:30 am Mass
Weekdays before the 12:15 pm Mass
Tuesdays after the 12:15 pm Mass
Tuesdays at 7:30 pm
2nd Tuesdays at 7:00 pm
Thursdays after the 12:15 pm Mass
Thursdays at 7:30 pm
Thursdays
3rd Thursday at 7:40 pm
Friday 8:00 am - Saturday 8:30 am
1st Fridays at 7:00 pm
1st Fridays at 7:30 pm
1st, 3rd, and 5th Fridays at 8:00 pm
2nd Fridays of every other month
3rd Fridays at 7:30 pm
Saturdays after the 8:30 am Mass
2nd Saturday during the 8:30 am Mass
4th Saturday after the 8:30 am Mass
Various times
Various times

Please contact Laurie Erickson at (813) 961-3023 for more information.
Due to copyright restrictions, we are not
able to print the Scriptures with the
Reflections of Dr. Jack Conroy.

I. Jeremiah 17:5-8 A Comparison of
Life-styles.
Reflection: I suggest that you open your
bibles and read Psalm 1; we see here a
possible re-iteration of the images in that
Psalm, with a reversal of the order. The
central issue is as critical today as it was
in the 8th Century BC: Everyone relies
upon something in order to survive. Do
we rely on Power? Upon the products of
human (fleshly) endeavor? The Prophet
suggests that these produce a spiritual
desert. But what does it mean to “trust in
the Lord?” Certainly it doesn’t mean that
we make no decisions and rely upon
divine action to fix our lives. I suggest
that it does mean that we take charge of
our lives and our world, but that the
model for our decisions is Revelation.
Our faith and trust is that such reliance
will produce a life that is nourished by
the “Living Waters” that flow from the
Word.
II. 1 Corinthians 15:12, 16-20 The
Centrality of the Resurrection.

Reflection: There were some in the
Corinthian church that denied the
Resurrection. (There are some Christians
who also deny this.) For St. Paul, this
denial involves the denial of the entirety
of the Christian faith. For the
Resurrection was the ultimate validation
of Christ’s actions and the confirmation
of the forgiveness of sins and the
existence of a life after death. Deny the
Resurrection and all else falls apart, faith
is worthless and death a meaningless
curse. If we are to call ourselves
“Christians” and have a worthless faith,
we are indeed stupid. “But we are not
stupid,” St. Paul suggests, since Christ
has been raised. This was, for St. Paul,
the beginning of the “End Times,” when
the dead arise. So he visualizes Christ as
the “first-fruits,” the harbinger of the
time in history when Christ would return
on clouds and restore perfect order to
the world. While he may have been
wrong in the timing, he was not wrong in
that he insisted on the centrality of the
Resurrection.

Reflection: This is the beginning of
Luke’s version of the Beatitudes, the
“Sermon on the Plain.” Note first that
there are four beatitudes and four
matching “woes.” The first is similar to
Matthew’s, but is more specific: Not the
“poor in spirit,” but “you poor.” The
Greek uses the word ptochoi, meaning
the “desperately poor”. And while there
were others in attendance at this event
from Gentile areas (Tyre & Sidon were
not Jewish) Jesus directed his comments
to his disciples. It is clear that the
disciples choice of a life detached from
their families led them to poverty,
hunger, sorrow and being reviled and
excluded. The Christian hearers in the
Lucan community identified themselves
with the “Prophets,” and the tradition
that Prophets were persecuted and killed.
The “woes” are unique to Luke, and
challenge the normal attitudes all of us
value. We value riches, three-meals a day,
laughter and the desire for others to
speak well of us. Why do you think St.
Luke put these words in Jesus’ mouth?
How do we respond to such challenges?
III. St. Luke 6:17, 20-26 Sermon on It’s easy to ignore these verses and say
the Plain.
“he didn’t really mean that.” But what if
he did?

“Blessed are you when people hate you,…exclude and insult you, and denounce your name…on account of the Son of Man” (Lk 6:22).

Courageously Living the Gospel!
Faith in Action: “Blessed are you when people

hate you,…exclude and insult you, and denounce
your name…on account of the Son of Man” (Lk
6:22). All of us have been in situations when
someone has made a negative comment or joke
about God or our Catholic faith. How did you respond? Did
you stay silent or pretend to go along with the crowd because
you didn’t want to cause waves and then, later, you felt bad?
Know that God is with you all the time, the Holy Spirit will
put the right words in your mouth. Pray for the strength and
courage to proclaim our faith to others, especially during
uncomfortable situations.

On a Lighter Note: Abraham bought himself a fancy new
computer. He was showing it to Isaac one day.
"Look at all the wonderful programs it has on it.
And look at all the neat things it can do..." Isaac
was impressed, but a little concerned..."But dad,
I don't think your computer has enough
memory." Abraham said "Don't worry son; the Lord will
provide the RAM."

Offertory Gifts: Our ushers are always

looking for parishioners to volunteer to bring
up the offertory gifts. Next Sunday, why not
ask them if they need help. You will find it to
be a great blessing for your family. Peace!
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Luke’s Beatitudes are
different from those of St. Matthew. Luke
emphasizes more the blessing of poverty and
follows his list of four blessings with four woes. Which on the
list speaks to you the most? What is God calling you to
change in your life?

Living Faith:

Something Missing? There are a number of couples in our

parish who are living in irregular marriages or
marriages which have not been blessed in the
Church. Remember, it is not sufficient for
Catholics to be civilly married or married in a
non-Catholic church. For validity, Catholics
must be married in a ceremony recognized by
the Church. Don’t wait. We’re here to help! If nether of you
was previously divorced, contact Maria Costa at the Parish
Office at (813) 961-3023 to have your marriage convalidated.
It is very easy and won’t take much of your time. If you or
your spouse were previously divorced, contact Maria or the
priest or deacon of your choosing to start the “annulment”
process so that, hopefully, your present marriage can be
convalidated. Let us help you!

Technology Corner

First Aid: The church’s First Aid kit and AED are located in
the minister’s room. The Parish Center has a
First Aid kit in the kitchen and the AED is
located by the bathrooms. The Family Center
First Aid kit and AED are in the kitchen. If
you use them, please let a staff person know so
that they can be stocked and secured. It will also help us to
ensure that our church is always a safe environment.

Diocesan Animal Policy: In order to
ensure the safety of all of our parishioners as
well as their pets, it is prohibited to have
animals on Diocesan property other than
service animals. Thank you for your
cooperation and understanding.

Name: EWTNnews
Type: Website
Address: www.ewtnnews.com

Welcome Home! We would like to extend a hearty welcome

to those who have recently moved to our parish.
We certainly hope you feel at home. You are
encouraged to register and to participate in our
ministries, see a minister of hospitality for a
Welcome Folder. If you are involved in a ministry in your
previous parish, why not continue that ministry here at St
Paul’s? We can always use another Minister of Hospitality,
Eucharistic Minister, or Catechist! If you are a member of the
Knights of Columbus or your parish prayer group, join us! If
you are interested in starting a new ministry, let us know!
Don’t hesitate to become involved, you will be glad you did!

SUMMARY: EWTNnews.com dedicates itself to the
exposition of the truth as is prescribed by the Roman
Catholic Church’s Magisterium. The main purpose of this
site is to help individuals discover the truth about Christ
and the Catholic Church and help them to grow in
understanding and love of God’s word. The site has over
one million Facebook followers and almost 16,000 on
Twitter. This agency’s goals: To bring individuals into the
light and create a better understanding of God’s word.

