
Lenten Prayer 
 

Lord Jesus, we pray  
throughout the season of Lent 
that you will open our minds 

and stir our hearts  
to follow you more faithfully.  

 
We know that you died for us 
when we were still sinners, and 
we know we are sinners still.  

 
But you have given us a longing 

to be the people  
you want us to be:  

faithful, hope-filled and loving.  
 

Help us to make the most of 
these forty days marked by 

fasting, prayers and almsgiving 
so that we might draw near to 
you and give you greater glory.  

Amen.  
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First Sunday of Lent 

Our Respect Life Ministry hosted 
Coffee and Donuts this past Sunday 

in celebration of  
World Marriage Day!  



    All are Welcome! 
 

Weekend Masses 
 

Saturday Masses 
8:30 am Mass 

(Morning Prayer and  
Benediction 8:10am) 

 

Saturday Vigil  
Mass 5:30 pm   

Missa em Português: 7:30 pm 
 

Sunday Masses 
7:30 am, 9:00 am, 10:45 
am, 12:30 pm, 5:30 pm 

Misa en Español: 2:00 pm 
  

Weekday Masses 
Monday to Friday 

7:30 am and 12:15 pm 
 

First Friday Mass 7:30 pm 
 

Saturday - 8:30 am  
(Morning Prayer and  
Benediction 8:10 am) 

 

Reconciliation/
Confession 

M-F 11:30am-Noon 
Saturdays 10 am and 4 pm 

or upon request 
 

24 Hour Eucharistic  
Adoration  

 

Every Wednesday  
8 am to 9 pm  

 
 

Every Friday 8:30 am  
 to Saturday 8:20 am 

 

Morning Prayer 
Monday - Friday 7:10 am 

Saturday 8:10 am 
 

Anointing of the Sick 
Every Second Saturday of the 

Month at 8:30 am 
 
 

Church Office Address: 
12708 N. Dale Mabry Hwy 

Tampa, FL 33618-2802 
813.961.3023 

Fax 813.962.8780 
Office Hours: 8am to 4pm 
www.StPaulChurch.com 

ParishCommunications@StPaulChurch.com 

 
Our Vision Statement:  
“Growing Together  

as Disciples of Christ.”   

 
My Dear Friends, 
 
With our wonderful St. Paul Fest and powerful Ash Wednesday liturgies behind us, we 
have begun Lent in earnest.  For these 40 days of Lent, we will turn our minds and 
hearts to the Lord, asking Him to purify us so that we may be worthy of the promises 
of Easter.  The traditional pillars of Lent are prayer, fasting, and works of charity.  I 
encourage you to take time to really listen and take to heart what God is calling you to 
do this year.  
 
Prayer.  How can we grow closer to God?  Pray every day.  Remember it is quality that 
counts.  Prayerfully meditate on a few paragraphs of the Bible each day.  If possible 
come to the church to pray.  If you are not participating at Mass each weekend do so!  
If you are, make a pledge to come to daily Mass as often as you can.  Eucharistic 
Adoration is a wonderful way to super-charge your spiritual life.  We adore the Lord 
every Wednesday and Thursday (8am-9pm), and Friday (24 hours).  During Lent, we 
offer the Stations of the Cross at 3pm and 7pm every day.  Last but not least, go to 
confession at least once a month.  We all need the grace and healing! 
 
Fasting.  It is very clear that we are out of control.  Fasting helps develop self-discipline 
while placing ourselves in solidarity with those in need.  Fasting also helps us to be 
more aware of all the blessings we have received.  In the Bible, it is also evident that 
fasting “supersizes” our prayers.  When it comes to abstinence, our wonderful Knights 
make it a bit easier with their delicious Lenten Dinners each Friday from 5-7pm.  
Afterwards, join us for the Stations of the Cross.  This Friday, after the Stations, I’ll be 
present for a special “Ask Fr. Bill” Question and Answer Session.  I can’t promise I’ll 
have answers but it is sure to be interesting! 
 
Works of Charity.  As I mentioned in my homily a few weeks ago, one of the 
hallmarks of Catholicism is our care for those in need.  For us Christians, care for the 
poor and those in need is not optional.  It is mandated by the Lord.  This week our 
Society of St. Vincent de Paul is handing out food bags.  Please fill it with the items on 
the list.  Remember that the items must be new (not out of date) and imperishable.  
Many of our families also participate in the annual Rice Bowl Project by Catholic Relief 
Services.  Another great way to show your care and concern for those in need is by 
completing your pledge to the Annual Pastoral Appeal.  Remember, your donation 
helps shelter the homeless, clothe the poor, feed the hungry, and assist those most in 
need.  Thank you for your generous pledge! 
 
To help you, this year we are distributing copies of Jon Leonetti’s book “The Art of 
Getting Over Yourself” and for those who speak Spanish, Matthew Kelly’s “Los 
cuatros signos de un Católico Dinámico.”  I think you will really enjoy them.  Please 
take one book per family.   
 
Last but not least, today we will send 20 men, women, teens, and children who wish to 
be baptized at the Easter Vigil to our Cathedral of St. Jude the Apostle for the Rite of 
Election.  Another 38 will also be fully initiated through the Sacraments of 
Confirmation and Holy Communion.  Please keep them all in your prayers.  May they 
continue to open their hearts to the love and mercy of our good and gracious God! 
 

Growing together as disciples of Christ, 
 
 
 

Growing Together as Disciples of  Christ Page 2 



“After John had been arrested, Jesus came to Galilee proclaiming the gospel of God….” (Mk 1:14).  
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Lenten Food Drive 
Bags Distributed on 

February 17th-18th  
Bags Returned on 
February 24th-25th  

It’s time for St. Paul’s 3rd  annual Lenten 
Food Drive! Take a bag home after 
Mass today,  fill it with items from the 
attached wish list, and return your bag 
next weekend, February 24th -25th.  

Please be sure to check expiration dates, we  are unable 
to use expired or  opened items. Volunteers are needed on 
Feb 24th & 25th in Family Center section 3 after all Masses 
to help sort through the returned bags of food.  If  you 
would like to sort food, please stop by after you attend Mass.  
Thank you!  ~SVdP 

Each Friday of Lent at 3pm, the hour of mercy, and 7pm we 
will have the Stations of the Cross. Of course, you are 
welcome to meditate upon the passion at any time.  We have 
Stations in the Church, Peace Patch, and Rosary Garden. 

 

Taizé Prayer 
Thursday March 1 

7pm 
We will adore the Eucharistic 
Lord  and offer  Solemn 
Benediction within the context of 
a Taize Prayer Service.  If you 
have never experienced the wonder of Taizé, you are in for a 
treat! Come and bring a friend! 
 

Online Book Study with Father Bill We are studying Jon 
Leonetti’s book “The Art of Getting Over Yourself and why 
you’ll be happier when you do.”  one chapter every three or 
four days. If you’re interested in joining this study, be sure to 
send Fr. Bill a friend request on Facebook. Free copies of the 
book are available in the narthex of St. Paul Catholic Church, 
Tampa. You can also purchase it online.  

We pray for our Elect 
The Rite of Election will be celebrated on 
the First Sunday of Lent, February 18, 2018 at the 
Cathedral of St. Jude the Apostle in St. 
Petersburg. At this liturgy, Bishop Gregory 
Parkes will acknowledge God’s call and the 
catechumens faithful response to seek Christ 
and his Church; he will then declare them to be 
members of the “elect” who will be initiated at 

the Easter Vigil. Please pray for each one of these 
Catechumens and Candidates that God may guide them 
and strengthen them in their faith journey. 

The Face of Mercy Movie 
You are invited to a free and special showing 
of the Face of Mercy movie in the Parish 
Center at 7pm.  This documentary explores 
the history and revealed of Divine Mercy by 
exploring the powerful visions of a merciful 
God as revealed to St. Faustina, the key role 
of St. John Paul II, and the Year of Mercy 
bestowed on the Church by Pope Francis. 
Refreshments will be provided.  Please come 
and bring a friend! 

 

Ask Father Bill 
Friday February 23, 2018 

Following the Stations, join Fr. Bill for a 
casual evening of discussion following the 
Stations of the Cross.  This is the time to ask 
your questions about the church, our parish, 
or whatever,  We can’t promise your that Fr. 
Bill will know the answers, but it is sure to be 
an enlightening conversation. Refreshments will be provided.  
 

Catechumens  
Andrade, Aidan 
Andrade, Kametza 
Andrade, Alessandro 
Buscemi, Noah 
DeJesus, Juliana 
DeJesus, Victor 
Garcia, Christopher 
Sanchez, Angela 
Padron, Albert 
Perez, Frank 
Soarez Sena, Kemylli 
Torres, José 
Alves Ferreira, Marco Tulio 
Devore, Raleigh 
Haemmerlie, John 
Leal, Jack 
Patton, Brandi 
Richman, Ivan 
Tavakoli, Noushafarin 
Zeitler, Christine 

Candidates  
Banuelos, Rhonda 
Barrera, Delia 
Glaze, Brandon 
Hartmann, Sarah 
Raiano, Sara 
Ray, Peter 
Tooma, Terah 
Giraldo, Noah 
Hernandez, Jennifer E. 
Lara, Ismael 
Lopez, Samantha 
Lopez, Norma Sarah 
Martinez, Anny 

Please note that the Parish Office and the  
St. Vincent de Paul Pantry will be closed on 
Monday February 19 in observance of 
President's Day holiday.   

Our Mass Schedule remains unchanged 7:30 am and 12:15 pm.  



 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Another fun evening & successful fundraiser for the 
Preschool. Thank you to all the families, parishioners 
& staff who joined us. Special thanks again this year to 
the Knights  of Columbus for their steadfast support, 
DJ Knex for the great tunes, our teen volunteers for 
keeping things going, Emily Lynch for the sweet bake 
sale, Sarah Chipko & family for the amazing 

decorations and Angela Boltz & her family for 
putting it all together. We are so blessed by each of 
you!  

Excellence in Catholic preschool education  for  over 30 years 
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Infant Baptism 
“Baptism incorporates us into the life, Death, and Resurrection of Christ 

and the ongoing work of the Holy Spirit in the world” 

God reaches out to us in all kinds of ways. The desire 
in your heart to baptize your child is one of them. 
The promises you make for your child on this day 
will begin to form your child into a faith-filled and 
faithful follower of Christ. But the day of baptism is 
only the beginning of this Journey. Being baptized is 
literally a life changing event and not only for your 
child. 

 

The Sacrament of Baptism at St. Paul take place on the first three 
Saturdays of every month in English and the fourth Saturday of 
every month in Spanish. If your child is to be baptized in 
Portuguese, please call Baptism Coordinator, Ignacio Vidal, for 
more information at 813-264-3311. Parents and Godparents will 
be asked to attend a Session before Baptism. 

Registration is now open and for the 2018-2019 school year. If 
you or someone you know is looking for a preschool for a 
child who will be three or four by September 1st   tell them 
about our awesome preschool. For information please contact 
us at 813-264-3314; MAguiar@StPaulChurch.com 

Thank You! 
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Pope Francis: “Through the Gospel and 
the Homily, in the Liturgy of the Word 
God dialogues with His people, who listen 
to Him with attention and veneration and, 

at the same time, recognize Him present and operating. If, 
then, we listen to the “Good News,” we will be converted 
and transformed by it, therefore we will be capable of 
changing ourselves and the world. Why? Because the Good 
News, the Word of God enters the ears, goes to the heart 
and reaches the hands to do good works” (Pope Francis, 
Address, 7 February 2018). 

 

Saints of God: Sometimes great good 
comes out of the worst of situations.  St 
Peter Damian was orphaned at an early age 
and was raised under very difficult 
circumstances.  Perhaps because of this, he 
grew into a man with a great love for the 

poor and a profound desire to right injustices.  He entered 
the Benedictines and was known for his faith and great love.  
With great reluctance, he agreed to serve as cardinal of Ostia 
where he worked tirelessly to reform rampant clergy abuse.  
His writings reflect a great reformer who led through 
example, taught through stories, and whose heart beat one 
with the Lord.  St. Peter Damian returned home to the Lord 
on February 22, 1072 at the age of 65.  Let us pray today for 
all our clergy, especially those who struggle in their vocation. 
 

Words of Wisdom 

 “We live in a society in which it seems that every space, 
every moment must be 'filled' with initiatives, activity, sound; 
often there is not even time to listen and dialogue... Let us 
not be afraid to be silent outside and inside ourselves, so that 
we are able not only to perceive God's voice, but also the 
voice of the person next to us, the voices of others.”  

- Pope Benedict XVI 

Mass Intentions for the Week of February 18th 
Saturday February 17, 2018   
5:30 pm  Tom and Gerri Willett (int.) 
7:30 pm   Morton Weiss + 
Sunday February 18, 2018 
7:30 am    Vincent and Lydia Rodriguez + 
9:00 am         Robert Silah + 
10:45 am  Louise Francescon + 
12:30 pm  St. Paul Parishioners (int.) 
2:00 pm  Herbert E. Mazzola + 
5:30 pm  Andrew Valancius (int.)   
Monday  February 19, 2018  
7:30 am        Mary Louis Page + 
12:15 pm  John Bobak (int.) 
Tuesday February 20, 2018  
7:30 am        Nicki Stephens (int.) 
12:15 pm  Bernard Welsh + 
Wednesday February 21, 2018  
7:30 am        Consecrated Life & Priestly Vocations (int.) 
12:15 pm       Mr. Frank Phelan + 
Thursday February 22, 2018   
7:30 am   Joachim Nguyen V. Kink + 
12:15 pm  (Irene Czarnecki + 
Friday February 23, 2018   
7:30 am        Leah Zwerver + 
12:15 pm       Sr. Frances Lessard, CSC + 
Saturday February 24, 2018   
8:30 am        Edwin J. Zwiesler + 
5:30 pm  S. Julian Menendez + 
7:30 pm   Robert Novak + 
Sunday February 25, 2018 
7:30 am    Freddie Rodriguez (int.) 
9:00 am         Malcom “Mike” Land + 
10:45 am  Ortega-Rodriguez Family (int.) 
12:30 pm  Gualberto Ortiz + 
2:00 pm  St. Paul Parishioners (int.) 
5:30 pm  Dencie Devora (int.)   
Suggested stipend is $15 for announced Mass Intentions 

and $10 for unannounced Mass Intentions.  

Readings for the Week of February 18, 2018 
Sunday          First Sunday of Lent 
          Gn 9:8-15; Ps 25:4-5, 6-7, 8-9; 1 Pt 
3:18-22;  Mk 1:12-15 
Monday Lv 19:1-2, 11-18; Ps 19:8, 9, 10, 15; Mt 
25:31-46 

Tuesday Is 55:10-11;  Mt 6:7-15 
Wednesday Saint Peter Damian, Bishop and Doctor of the 
 Church 
 Jon 3:1-10; Ps 51:3-4, 12-13, 18-19; Lk 11:29-32 
Thursday The Chair of Saint Peter the Apostle 
 1 Pt 5:1-4; Ps 23:1-3a, 4, 5, 6; Mt 16:13-19 
Friday Saint Polycarp, Bishop and Martyr 
 Ez 18:21-28; Mt 5:20-26 
Saturday Dt 26:16-19; Ps 119:1-2, 4-5, 7-8; Mt 5:43-48 
Sunday Second Sunday of Lent 
 Gn 22:1-2, 9a, 10-13, 15-18; Ps 116:10, 15, 
 16-17, 18-19; Rom 8:31b-34; Mk 9:2-10 

As we reflect on our many blessings during this season of 
prayer, fasting and almsgiving, let us be mindful to give God 
thanks and praise. Father Bill would like to extend his 
personal gratitude to all who have generously participated in 
the 2018 Annual Pastoral Appeal. As we pray on the Life, 
Death, and Resurrection of our Lord remembering the 
unconditional sacrifice He made for us and our salvation, may 
we remember those in most need throughout our diocese, and 
respond with grateful hearts and generosity. 
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Join us! 
Every Friday of Lent 

5-7pm  
Dine-in at the Family Center or  

Carry-out orders available 
Adults - $9.00 • Youth - $6.00   

Children 10 and under - FREE!  (Credit Cards Accepted) 
 

Join us Every Friday! Page 6 

St. Paul 

Council 

Of Catholic 

Women 

Sponsored by: 

Knights of Columbus 
Ambassadors of St. Paul [Council 11211] 



Please remember the young men and women who are 
separated from their loved ones as they serve our country.  If 
you would like to have your loved one remembered by our 
parish family, please contact Elizabeth at the parish office 
813-961-3023.  Electronic images are welcome.  Let us pray 
peace in the world and for their safe return home!  
Hans C. Arcand, 2nd LT. USAF 

Martin O. Reina, USCG  

Patrick Rose, Capt PA, US Army  

Nicholas Ringo, III US Navy  

Mathew M Colon, Sgt., US Army 

Michael Dunkelberger,  Master Sargent, USAF 

Christopher A. Garcia, LTJG, U.S. Navy 

Richard Majette, Captain, USMC 

Katrina Monti, Captain, PA US Army 

Jonathan Monti, Major, PA US Army 

Richard Sison Jr, 2nd Lt., USAF 

Matthew Mooney, Captain, USAF 

Curtis Gardner, Sergeant, USAF  

Adriana Trigg, USAF 

Anthony Mazzie, US Army  

Luis Luccani, PO, US Navy  

Austin Jacob Ferlita, Pvt2s, US Army 

Josh C. Seal, PO, US Navy  

Corinna Fleischmann,   CDR,   USCG.    

Morganne Oyler,  US Navy  

Sean C. Andino, Ensign, US Navy  

Thomas Krasnicki, Lt, US Navy  

Brett Smith, US Marine Corp.  

Dominick J. Agnes III, Sgt, US Marine Corps  

 Brian J. Babin, SS, USMC 

Spencer M. Brown, U.S. Army, Pvt.  

John Erickson, Cpl US Army  

Jacob Torrens, US Army, Pvt    

Cody Rigney, LT, US Navy 

Adam Tapia, LT, US Army  

Jason Mitchell, WO4, US Army  

 Alexander Maldonado, Captain, USAF 

Looking Ahead!  March 5-7 - Lenten Mission with 
John Leonetti; March 8 - 5-8pm This Light is On 
for You confessions; March 11 - Daylight Savings 
Time; March 16-17 - Eucharistic Congress in 

Jacksonville; March 20 - 7pm Communal Reconciliation 
Service; March 23 - 7:30pm Lenten Concert; March 25 - Palm 
Sunday of the Lord’s Passion; March 26 - 6:30pm Seder Super; 
March 28 - 7pm Via Crucis; March 29 - 7pm Mass of the Lord’s 
Supper; March 30 -  Good Friday; March 31 - 8pm Easter Vigil; 
April 1 - Easter Sunday! 

Our heavily anticipated God’s Dream for 
your Life parish mission is just a couple 
weeks away!    
We encourage everyone of the parish to join us 
for a life changing experience with nationally 
known Catholic speaker, best-selling author and 

radio host, Jon Leonetti on March 5 - 7 from 11am - Noon or 
at 7pm - 8pm. He will give us both practical and effective ways 
to live, know and grow in our Catholic faith. Sharing powerful 
stories of the martyrs and saints Jon will inspire and challenge 
us in our call to holiness. Jon has been featured on the nations 
top Catholic websites, blogs and radio shows and we're excited 
to host him here. Complimentary child-care provided in our 
nursery room. Also, Children’s Lenten Mission on Monday 
night, March 5 at 7pm in the Family Center. Join us for 
refreshments afterwards.  

 

Special Lenten Opportunity 
Take some steps toward true and lasting 
happiness.  Join Sister Theresa Betz on 
Wednesday, February 21st and 28th, and March 
14th and 21st from 11:15-12:00 in the Parish 
Office Room E.  She will guide reflection and 
discussion on Jon Leonetti’s book The Art of 
Getting over Yourself.  No registration needed.  
Just come.   Come to one or all sessions. 
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Florida Eucharistic 
Congress 2018   

Jacksonville 
Do you want to 
experience a celebration 

of faith like no other?  Then attending the Eucharistic 
Congress on March 16-17, 2018 is a must.  Join our clergy 
and parishioners at this phenomenal once a year 
celebration!  
St. Paul parishioners may book in advance at the Omni 
Hotel in Jacksonville with a negotiated rate of $132 per 
night.  Please use the following link to plan your 
reservation 
https://www.omnihotels.com/hotels/jacksonville/
meetings/diocese-of-saint-augustine-eucharistic  
For more information please visit www.floridaeucharist.org 

In Loving Sympathy to the families of our recently 
departed parishioners 
Richard Garcia, Juanita Youmans, Sam Pulara, Ralph 
Robertson, Marilyn Powers, Marjorie June Willett, Isabel 
Triana, Juanita White Max Zambrano, Isabel Triana, Paul 
Briody, Irene Markarian, Mary Sullivan Esseff, Sharon Stinson 
 
Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord. 
And let the perpetual light shine upon them. 

Welcome your talents and gifts! 

https://connect.emailsrvr.com/owa/redir.aspx?C=qlHurBy_4JrDGlBZr80JapBIeR0wEu6HmYcdbTyJitucnYgoeiXVCA..&URL=https%3a%2f%2fwww.omnihotels.com%2fhotels%2fjacksonville%2fmeetings%2fdiocese-of-saint-augustine-eucharistic
https://connect.emailsrvr.com/owa/redir.aspx?C=qlHurBy_4JrDGlBZr80JapBIeR0wEu6HmYcdbTyJitucnYgoeiXVCA..&URL=https%3a%2f%2fwww.omnihotels.com%2fhotels%2fjacksonville%2fmeetings%2fdiocese-of-saint-augustine-eucharistic
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  St. Paul Faith Formation     
We are rooted in Faith and growing in grace 

Parents of children preparing for First Communion: 
please help your children know their prayers!  Find a time in 
your day to review with your child the following prayers: Our 
Father, Hail Mary, Act of Contrition, Glory Be. 
 
URGENT: Faith Formation catechist assistants - If you 
are willing to share your faith on a Monday 4pm to 5:15pm or 
Tuesday from 6pm to 7:15pm or a weeknight with the 
children, please contact our Faith Formation office. We need 
help assisting our catechists!  Please contact us today! 
 
Dates to remember: 

 No class on President’s Day week-February 18, 19, 20.  

 Children will be offered confession the week of 
February 25th during class time, please practice Act of 
Contrition with your child. 

 First Communion Retreats for those registered to 
receive in May:  

 - Group A- March 3rd, 2018 - 1pm to 5:30pm Mass 
 - Group B-March 10th, 2018 - 1pm to 5:30pm Mass 

 Lenten Parish Mission for children - Monday, March 
5th 7pm - 8:30 pm for children grades K-6th are 
encouraged to attend for parents who attend the 
Parish Mission. In Family Center. 

 Spring Break is week of March 11-17. Classes will 
resume on March 18th 

 

Free Workshop for Parents  
Protect Your Children From Pornography 
Did you know 43% of children first view pornography before 
age 13. Also, scientific research on the brain reveals exposure 
to pornography has long-term, harmful effects through abuse, 
broken families and damaged relationships. The Diocese of St. 
Petersburg is offering parents the opportunity to attend a free 
workshop to help them learn about: 
·        How and When to Speak to Children about the Dangers 
of Pornography 
·        Accountability Services that Monitor Internet Activity 
and Apps 
·        The Risks of Exposure to Pornography 
·        How to Protect and Guide your Family in a Hyper-
Connected World 

 
Same Workshop - 2 Dates/Locations 
Feb. 27, 7 pm – 9 pm, St. Catherine of 
Siena Catholic Church, 1955 S Belcher Rd, 
Clearwater 
Feb. 28, 7 pm – 9 pm, St. Mark the 
Evangelist Catholic Church, 9724 Cross 

Creek Blvd, Tampa 
Visit this website to register: http://conta.cc/2FjRxl2  
Registration Deadline: February 20, 2018 

Are you as smart as a 8th grader?   
According to Catholic teaching, when does life begin?  

On a Lighter Note:  
 
 
 
 

Vacation Bible School 
 

June 18 ~ 22 
9 am to Noon 

Grades pre-K4 – 5th 
Registration opens 

April 23rd 

A. Human life begins at the moment of conception. 

https://connect.emailsrvr.com/owa/redir.aspx?REF=BPiiIkst6RV7WXVM1-8jN4wdD54uUJxGviIAvE1CQ6c0APsuYnLVCAFodHRwOi8vcjIwLnJzNi5uZXQvdG4uanNwP2Y9MDAxTVBrejM2TnhDTXRSUGo1aWxjNEd2b2hMNlNURnVwRjRLTGp1WGZKZDVKQXVGSkxac3ZsNld3bnlLeDIxOThNbkRVRXd1X25Ea2VBUE1kcjF0WkdKME
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Middle School 
Recap from this week  EDGE night 

 

‘We are all in this together’ 

        “Friendship“ 
 

We discussed what it means to have  
good faithful friends  

and who we can follow as example  
of the perfect friend, Jesus.  
 

 

A friend will love us  
for who we are, treat us nicely,  

and is willing to help in times of need.  

Are you a friend like Jesus?  
& Are you being a good friend?  

Confirmation Workshop 
February 24th 9:00-12:30 pm 

in the Family Center  
(For registered candidates - attend with Sponsor/Parent) 

If you are in high school and want 
information on how you too can prepare, 

please email Ana Garcia,  
Youth Minister at 

AGarcia@StPaulChurch.com  

NO CLASS Week of Feb 18th  
(Feb 19th President’s Day) 

(No Sunday, Monday & Wednesday sessions) 

Parent Meeting  
 
 
 
 

Monday & Wednesday  
during class time  

6:15-7:00pm 
 

6th/7th Grade Parents 
February 26th & 28th  

 

8th Grade Parents  
March 5th & 7th  

St. Paul Parish wants YOU!   
 Are you 16 – 30 years of age?? 

For just $500 ($2,500 regular price) you can be a part of World 
Youth Day 2019!!   

 

Pope Francis says: 
“We have to prepare 
ourselves. I invite all the 
young people of the 
world to live with faith 
and enthusiasm this 
event of grace and 

fraternity, both those] going to Panama and [those] 
participating in their communities.” For more info email: 
PanamaMission@StPaul.com or to make a donation. 

mailto:agarcia@stpaulchurch.com
mailto:PanamaMission@StPaul.com


Under Construction: Thank you for your 
patience as we strive to serve you better.  We 
will soon start the final phase of constructing a 

new portico for the northern entrance to our church.  It will 
have a handicap accessible door and benches.  This project is 
paid through your generous offertory donations.  Thank you 
for your continued support for your parish family!  
    

Catholic Life Bible Study brings the love 
of Christ to the Migrant Workers 

Every year our Bible Study Ministry organizes a collection of 
bedding, clothing, toiletries and food for the migrant camps. 
Then they all go on a weekend and give the collections to the 
many families that work in the fields.  Kudos to Bible Study! 
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Deo Gratias! Please join me in thanking our 

Knights of Columbus and our Respect Life Ministry 
for their support of couples renewing their vows.  

We also thank the Knights for providing such a delicious 
Spaghetti Dinner for our Preschool.  We offer a special 
prayer of gratitude for all those who made this year’s St. 
Paul Fest such a resounding success!  May God bless you 
all! PS: Please don’t forget to share bulletins from your 
travels with us.  We love to hear how God is working 
through our sister parishes. 
 

Bereavement Ministry of St. Paul 
Our ministry offers God’s healing love through emotional, 
physical, mental and spiritual comfort. Join us every second 
and fourth Tuesday of the month at 7:30 pm in the Parish 
Center Room H. For information please call Diana at 
813-748-2874.  Here are the upcoming meeting dates: 
February 27 - March 13 - April 10- April 24- May 8 - May 
22 - June 12- June 26. 
 

 Dialogo Matrimonial - MDS  
Fortaleciendo y enriqueciendo la vida del Matrimonio y de 
la Familia. No casados son también bienvenidos.  Nos 
reunimos todos los Martes a las 7:30 pm en el Family 
Center.  Para mayor información contactar a Miguel: (813)
817-0512 o Mati: 813-317-4118.   Nuestro próximo retiro 
se llevara a cabo en Abril 13,14 y 15. Registrese pronto! 

 

Ask It Basket: “Ash Wednesday and Good 

Friday are days of fasting and abstinence?  
What’s the difference?”  Good question.  Many 

people get confused between the two.  In the United States, 
members of our Church over the age of 14 are obliged to 
abstain from meat.  In addition, those who are between 18-
59 years old are obliged to fast or eat one full meal, as well 
as two smaller meals that are not equal to a full meal on 
Ash Wednesday, Good Friday, and all the Fridays of Lent.  
This does not bind those who need to eat more due to 
health reasons.  Those are obligatory days of fast and 
abstinence.  Of course, you are encouraged to practice 
fasting and abstinence throughout the year and in fact, 
many do so on Fridays.  The goal is to exercise self-control, 
enter solidarity with the poor who often lack food, and to 
be mindful of all the blessings we have received from God, 
especially the gift of our Redeemer.  (Hint: Don’t forget to 
come to our delicious Lenten Dinners each Friday of Lent 
from 5-7pm!  (If you have a question for the Ask It Basket, 
please contact FrBill@StPaulChurch.com). 
 

 

Please Note:  We strive to accommodate those 
with special needs.  If you have a special need, 
please contact the Ministers of Hospitality prior to 

the Mass so that we may assist you. A priest, deacon, or 
Extraordinary Minister of Communion will gladly bring the 
Eucharist to you.  Let us know how we may serve you 
better! 
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Weekly Offertory   
 

Sunday February 11, 2018 
   Offertory:      $   26,562 
  Online Giving               $   18,145 
   Attendance:                 3,792 
   Envelopes:                 848 

 
Thank you for your Generosity! 
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“After John had been arrested, Jesus came to Galilee proclaiming the gospel of God….” (Mk 1:14).  
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Sign up for Online Giving!  It’s simple and convenient.   

Go to StPaulChurch.com, and click 
on the Online Giving link for more 

info on how to sign up.   

 
 
 
 

Thank You for Your  
Continued Generosity 

 
Lord of All Creation, 

You are the reason for our beginning 
and the end to which we aspire. 

Every moment, every breath comes from You. 

With gratitude for our past, 
joy in our present moment, 

and hope as we embrace our future, 

Blessed are We, 
Your faithful people of the 
Diocese of St. Petersburg. 

We give you thanks and praise as we 
celebrate 50 years as a local Church. 

Guide us in the years to follow, 
that we will reaffirm our commitment 

to live as missionary disciples 
of your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, 
through whom we offer our prayer 
with the help of your Holy Spirit. 

Amen 

 

St. Paul 2018 APA Goal:  $438,000 

Did you know that you can designate where your gift/pledge 
can go?  On the back of your envelope or on your pledge card, 
you can select one of the following: 

   Services to the poor / Servicios a los pobres 

   Clergy, Religious & Seminarians 
       Clérigos, Religiosos & Seminaristas 

   Catholic Formation & Education / 
       Educación & Formación Católica 

   Where most needed / Donde sea màs necesario 

Misplaced your envelope, new to the parish?  You can pick up 
an envelope in the Narthex or you can go online to 
www.StPaulChurch.com and give electronically.  No gift is 
too small. 

A Lenten Stewardship Moment 

In today’s Gospel, Jesus urges his 
listeners to do two things: to believe in 
the Good News and to repent. The 
steward is called to repent: to acquire an 
openness to begin anew, to change 
existing attitudes and habits, and to act 
with faith in the Gospel.  

In this season of Lent, now is the time to 
ask ourselves whether or not we truly 
believe in the Gospel; and if we do, to 
what extent are we willing to change our 
prevailing habits and be more faithful to 
the Gospel?  

Coffee & Donuts 
Your Host Today:  

Extraordinary Ministers  
of  Holy Communion 

Every Sunday these ministers assist the clergy in serving the 
Body and Blood of Christ.  This Ministry has been 
described as the Ministry of Humble Service and Immense 

Love.  Today, come and meet the ministry 
members and learn more about what it is 
like to be an Extraordinary Minister of Holy 
Communion.     

For more info contact 
EMHC@StPaulChurch.com 

Want more information on volunteering at  

St. Paul’s? Call Nancy at 961-3023 or  

e-mail her at jnkissane@StPaulChurch.com 
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I. Genesis 9:8-15 The First Covenant 
Reflection:  The context of this reading 
is after the flood.  Every other living 
creature on earth had been destroyed, 
according to Genesis 7:22-23.  Only 
Noah, his family, and the pairs of 
animals he had brought upon the ark 
had survived.  But what was the 
significance of the Flood Story?  We 
know that there were other flood stories 
extant in the Ancient Near East; the Epic 
of Gilgamesh comes from Mesopotamia, 
and the myth of Deucalion is found in 
ancient Greek writings.  But only in the 
Hebrew Scriptures is there a deeper, 
theological meaning:  part of the 
meaning is a Covenant between God 
and all his creatures never again to bring 
a flood and destroy all life.  But this 
means that there was a "Second 
Creation," a "New Beginning," a 
"Rebirth of Everything."  And the sign 
of the Covenant, the Rainbow, is to 
remind God of His Promise.  Thus, this 
First Covenant, (which foreshadows 
both the Covenant with Abraham and 
the New Covenant in Christ Jesus) is a 
sign of hope, a sign of confidence.   
 
II. I Peter 3:18-22  Perhaps the Most 
Obscure Sentence in the New 

Testament. 
Reflection:  This letter was likely 
written sometime between 80 and 100 
AD, most likely not by the Simon Peter 
who appears in the Gospels, but by 
someone who utilized Peter's name.  
This was not uncommon in the ancient 
world.  This passage is a single sentence 
in Greek, and is both rambling and not 
terribly coherent. We see some early 
Christology, where the rationale for 
Christ's death is once again explained.  
But the reference to those who were 
disobedient prior to Noah is hard to 
understand.  The translation of the flood 
as "prefiguring Baptism" is not accurate; 
the flood is an "anti-type," or just the 
opposite, of a "prefigurement." What is 
probably intended is the suggestion that 
as God's Covenant after the Flood gave 
the world a "Second Chance," so the 
suffering, death and resurrection of 
Christ gave the world its real second 
chance. 
  
III. Mark 1:12-15 Jesus' Preparation 
and Commencement of His Mission. 
Reflection: The “wilderness” was a 
place of great ambiguity. For that was 
where God was present most fully to 
His beloved Israel. Hence, the 
wilderness east of Jerusalem was a place 
to which one "retreated" to escape the 
all-consuming busy-ness of the "City."  
That is  where John the Baptist worked; 
that is the area where the dissidents who 

founded Qumran fled.  But the desert 
was also a fearful place.  It was the place 
where one could die from lack of water 
and bread; it was the place where 
scorpions and snakes could lead one to 
death.  It was the place where "Lilith" 
lived, the frightful half-woman, half-
demon who stole women's babies.  It 
was the place where Satan tempted Our 
Lord.  In the Gospels of Matthew and 
Luke, we learn more about the character 
of such temptation.  But it is clear that 
the period where Jesus went to prepare 
Himself, to converse with God, was also 
a place of danger.  That is probably also 
true of Lent.  We plan to prepare 
ourselves for the Paschal Mysteries 
through ascetic practices; but there is the 
danger of becoming smug with a sense 
of contempt 
for those 
who are 
"beneath" us 
in "holiness."  
Let us use 
Our Lord as 
our model, 
who survived 
the trial of 
the desert 
and who 
a n n o u n ced 
the good 
news of the 
Kingdom. 

Due to copyright restrictions, we cannot print 

the Scriptures before the reflections of Mr. 

Conroy.  The Scripture for today’s liturgy can 

be found in our St. Paul App. 

PANAMA MISSION MINISTRY 
The Panama Mission NEEDS your SUPPORT!   Last 
year with your CONTRIBUTIONS, we painted their 
chapels.  We can do SO MUCH MORE!!   There is A 
Priest evangelizing to 30+ communities.  Adult formation 
on the porch. Really? 

Next MEETING February 20th at 7:30pm 
in the Family Center, Section 3 

To learn more about giving of your talent and time please 
join our next meeting or email 

PanamaMission@StPaulChurch.com 

American Heritage Girls Troop 
Diocese Of St. Petersburg Girls Retreat 

Thank you AHG Moms for organizing the 
most fun and entertaining Father and 
Daughter Dance this past weekend! 



St. Vincent De Paul  
Pantry Hours Monday & Thursday 9am -12pm   

Assistance Line: 813-264-3325    
Our St. Vincent de Paul Food Pantry 

feeds more than 50 families each 
week.  Feeding so many, our pantry 

shelves don’t stay full for very long. If 
you would like to help, food 

donations can be left in the marked 
baskets in the church Narthex.    

Please note we are unable to use expired items. 
Wish List This Week:  

Tuna, Canned Milk, Spaghetti   
Thank you for your generosity! ~ SVdP 

 

Faith in Action:  Do you ever think about how 
difficult it must have been for Jesus to come into 
Galilee, knowing that John had just been arrested 
for teaching the same message that Jesus was 

proclaiming. It must have taken great love and trust for Jesus 
to do what the Father had sent Him here on earth to do. In 
the same way, following a life of stewardship takes great love 
and trust from us. We must be willing to surrender completely 
to God, trusting that God will always give us all that we need 
to fulfill His plan for us. 

 

Living Faith: So often we forget that the primary 
kerygma or message of the Lord was “Repent, and 

believe in the gospel!”  What does that message mean to you? 
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Invitation to Rev. Stephan Brown, SVD  
25th Anniversary of Priesthood and  
Installation as Pastor of St. Joseph   

Saturday June 23, 2018 
St.  Joseph Catholic Church  

2101 22nd Ave South St. Petersburg, FL 33705  
5:00 pm Mass 

Presided by Bishop Gregory Parks 
Reception to Follow at Blessed Trinity Catholic Church  

More information to follow. 
 

Are You Feeling Broken or Hurt because of Separation or 
Divorce?  The Church is here for you.  Come journey with the 
Mercedarian Family as we offer a healing afternoon of grace 
based on Rose Sweet’s model of “After Divorce”, find 
answers to some tough questions, and practical ways to move 
forward. 
SUNDAY, MARCH 11, 2018 at 2 pm at St. Mary Help of 
Christian’s Church 6400 East Chelsea Street, Tampa FL 
33610  Call (215) 870-9913 or visit  www.nonnatus.org  for 
more information. 

 
Connect and Collaborate Workshop for Life and Justice 
Ministry Volunteers 
Do you serve in a ministry that promotes the dignity of the 
human person? Have you wanted to connect with other 
ministry leaders at your parish as well as at other local 
parishes? Join us for a workshop that will facilitate connection, 
interaction, and community building among life and justice 
ministries. Come with other ministry leaders from your 
parish on Saturday, March 3, 9:30 AM – 2:30 PM, to Most 
Holy Redeemer Catholic Church. Lunch is included. 

Guiding Star Tampa Light of Hope 
Annual Gala 

04.12.18 Higgins Hall  
St. Lawrence Catholic Church 

www.guidingstar.org 

Legal Consultation and Referral Service  
Every Monday and Wednesday  

by appointment only. 
   

Please call 813-961-3023. 

Divorced and Separated Support Group 
This ministry provides caring support for both women and 
men experiencing separation or divorce.  We meet every 
Friday night at 7:30pm in the Parish center.  You may come as 
often as you would like, every week, once a month or 
whenever convenient.  No charges/no fees.  All are welcome.  
For further information and to answer any questions please 
call Don Hemke at 813-205-1735. 
 

St. Paul Active Retired Seniors SPARS  
Our next meeting will be Wednesday, February 21st at 1:00 pm 
in room F in the Parish Center. Hope to see you there! 
 

Shawls of Hope meeting on Friday, February 

23rd at 10:00 am in the Parish Center. 

Counseling Services  
offered by Dr. Pat Berne  

Please call to make an appointment  813-961-3023 

http://www.nonnatus.org

