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are a Spirit-led, Eucharist-centered, vibrant multicultural Christian community of faith, living our love for 

God and neighbor while growing together as disciples of Christ." 

 Second Sunday of Lent                                                    Sunday, March 8, 2020 

St. Paul Catholic Church 
and Preschool 

 

www.stpaulchurch.com 

12708 North Dale Mabry Highway, Tampa, Florida  33618-2802     
Phone  (813) 961-3023  †  Fax  (813) 962-8780  

 

 
WEEKEND MASSES 

 

Saturday Vigil Masses 
5:30pm   

Missa em Português: 7:30pm 
 

Sunday Masses 
7:30am, 9:00am, 10:45am,  

12:30pm, 5:30pm 
Misa en Español:  2:00pm  

 

WEEKDAY MASSES 

Monday through Friday 
7:30am and 12:15pm 

 

Saturday Masses 
8:30am Mass 

(Morning Prayer and  
Benediction 8:10am) 

 

First Friday Mass 7:30pm 
Third Friday Mass 7:30pm 

*Fourth Friday Mass 7:30pm  
*(en Español) 

 

Reconciliation (Confession) 
Monday to Friday 11:30am - Noon 

Saturdays at 10:00am and 
4:00pm  

or upon request 
 

Eucharistic Adoration  
Monday to Thursday 

8:00am to 8:30pm 
Compline & Benediction  

 

Friday 8:00am to  
Saturday 8:30am Mass  

 

Morning Prayer 
Monday - Friday 7:10am 

Saturday 8:10am 

 

Anointing of the Sick 
Every Second Saturday  
of the Month at 8:30am 

 

Church Office Hours: 
Monday - Friday  

8:00am to 4:00pm 
 

Website: 
www.stpaulchurch.com 
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We’re here to serve you! 
 

Clergy 
Fr. Bill Swengros    Pastor 
Fr. Robert Romaine  Parochial Vicar 
Fr. Ambrose  
Kadambukatt, OCD Parochial Vicar  
Deacon Carlos Celaya  RCIA 
Deacon Ray Dever     Mental Health Support 
Deacon Frank Henriquez  Ministry to Homebound  
  and  Nursing Homes  
Deacon Rich Spiro   
 

Faith Formation 
Carmen Cayon Director 
Maria Costa                 RCIA, Marriage Prep, 
 Adult  Confirmation, 
 Quinceañeras 
Sonia Eberhardt         K-5 Faith Formation  
 Coordinator, 1st Holy 
 Communion Prep 
Maria Mendez Baptism and 
 FORMED® Coordinator   
Silvia Rivera               Religious Education 
 Assistant (Records) 
Andy Gotsch    High School Youth 
 Minister 
Theresa Adams          Middle School Youth
 Minister 
 

Preschool 
Abbie Johnson            Director 
Mindy Geer                Assistant Director 
 

Liturgy 
Mary Gant                   Music Director 
Elizabeth Hays           Liturgist, Bereavement 
 Minister 
 

Parish Support 
Brian Smith       Parish Manager  
Laurie Erickson Director of Ministries 
Louis Gobin Accountant 
Barbara Gray               Pastoral Administrative 
  Assistant (Scheduling)     
Sam Mathai                Maintenance 
Charles Yezak, Jr.        Director of 
 Communications  

 

www.stpaulchurch.com 
 

www.facebook.com/stpaultpa 
 

info@stpaulchurch.com 

 
Our Vision Statement:  

“Growing Together as Disciples 
of Christ.” 

 

Front cover photo credits:   
Charles Yezak, Jr. 

 

3:00pm  
&  

7:00pm 

http://www.StPaulChurch.com


 

 

My Dear Friends, 
 
Our Bishop, Gregory Parkes, recently returned from 
his Ad limina visit to Rome.  Every five years, bishops 
from throughout the world meet with the Holy Father 
in regional groupings to report on the activities of 
their dioceses and to receive guidance from the Holy 
See.  Bishop Parkes stated: “He was very, very kind, 
very fatherly.”  “I really got the sense that he was glad 
to see us and he wanted to hear from us.”  During the 
meeting, Bishop Parkes asked Pope Francis to offer 
words of encouragement to those who are struggling 
with their faith, especially in light of scandals 
happening in the Church.  Pope Francis shared, 
“Throughout its history, the Church has experienced 
difficult and challenging times, even much worse than 
we are dealing with right now. But the Church has 
sustained because God guides his Church through the 
Holy Spirit.”  Pope Francis also reminds us, “God’s 
hand is guiding His Church and will continue to do so 
and that should be a source of hope for us. God will 
never abandon us and He won’t abandon His 
Church.”  Amen! 
 
Part of the Bishop’s report is our parish’s annual 
Status Animarum or “State of the Souls” report.  This 
year, our parish continues to grow in numbers of 
registered families as well as attendance at Masses.  
There were 236 baptisms, 189 First Communions, 150 
Confirmations, 37 marriages, 93 funerals, and 634 
anointings of the sick - up over 300 from last year!  
We had 805 children enrolled in our Faith Formation 
program (up 100 from last year) and 320 people 
attending our Bible studies.  All in all, God has truly 
blessed us and we are doing exceptionally well.  Our 
only downside has been offertory.  To date, we are 
down about 3% from last year despite an increase in 
attendance.  Remember, we depend totally upon you 
in order to meet our growing financial needs.  We will 
be discussing this report at our Q&A next 
Wednesday, March 18 at 1:00pm and again at 7:00pm.  
Please come! 
 
Speaking of financial needs, thank you for completing 
your pledge to our Annual Pastoral Appeal (APA).  The 
diocese of St. Petersburg is blest with 74 parishes and 
4 missions serving almost a half a million people living 
in our five county area.  We offer Mass in 11 languages 
and last year celebrated 3,710 Baptisms, 4,010 First 

Holy Communions, 3,457 Confirmations, 845 
marriages, and 2,971 funerals!  Thanks to you, we have 
48 Catholic schools and early childhood centers and 
28 men are in formation for the priesthood or 
permanent diaconate.  We are the largest private 
provider of social services in our area!  We provide 
adoption services, pregnancy centers, post-abortive 
counseling services, disaster relief, counseling services, 
free medical clinics, housing counseling, financial 
literacy services, immigration and citizenship services, 
microenterprise loan assistance, pathways to self-
sufficiency, affordable family housing, HIV/AIDS 
housing services, elderly housing, housing and care for 
the homeless, medical respite, housing for migrant 
families, women’s shelter, and veteran’s transition in 
place program!  Whew!  All this and much more is 
possible because of YOUR generous donation.  Please 
complete your pledge today.  Whether it be for a dollar 
a day or a percentage of your annual tithe, your 
donation will make all the difference in the world to 
thousands of people living in Tampa Bay!  Pledge 
envelopes are available in the narthex of the church or 
you can pledge online at http://www.dosp.org.  
Thank you for caring enough to give! 
 
Be assured of my prayers as we continue to 
courageously live our faith! 

 
 
 

Fr. Bill Swengros 
Pastor 
 
P.S.  Hopefully, the renovation of the bathrooms in 
the church will be completed by Holy Week.  In the 
meantime, please use the bathrooms in the Family 
Center.  Thank you! 

Letter from Our Pastor Page 3 

“Go forth from the land of your kinsfolk and from your father’s house to a land that I will show you” (Gn 12:1).   
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We cordially invite you and your 
family to join us in celebrating the 
special Novena Prayer and Mass in 

honor of “Our Lady of Good Health” to 
held at St. Paul Catholic Church, on  

Friday, March 20th after the 
7:00pm Stations of the Cross. 

 

*Novena will be celebrated every third Friday of 
each month. 

 

 

SUNDAY, MARCH 15 

8:00 AM to 1:00 PM 

 

Friday, march 13 
7:30pm 

St. paul catholic church 
Join us for a special Lenten concert featuring 

our 10:45 tradition choir and handbell ensemble! 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Fr. Bill will share how God is 
working in our parish and 
share various upcoming 
goals.  There will also be time 
for parishioners to ask 
questions about the church, 
the parish or whatever they 
desire.  Refreshments will be 
provided.  All are welcome! 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK 
SATURDAY, MARCH 14 

8:30am 
The Sacrament of the Anointing 
of the Sick is an incredibly 
powerful encounter with Christ, 
the Divine Healer.  The Apostle 
James reminds us to come to 
the priests to be anointed with 
holy oil order to be healed in 
body and spirit.  The Sacrament 
of Healing is for anyone who is 
gravely ill, scheduled for an 
upcoming surgery and/or 
advanced in age. 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

Wed., March 25 

7:30am 

12:15pm 
 

Rosary at 7:00pm 

WITH Mass at 

7:30pm at the 

Our Lady of  

La Leche 

Outdoor Shrine  
(weather permitting) 
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“Go forth from the land of your kinsfolk and from your father’s house to a land that I will show you” (Gn 12:1).   
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Altar Flower Memorials 
A suggested donation of $10 per flower is now being accepted for      

Easter Altar Flower Memorials. 
 

During the Easter season, the names for the memorials  
will be displayed in the Church. 

 

Please complete this form and return to the St. Paul Parish Office  
no later than 4:00pm on Monday, April 6, 2020. 

 
Your name: __________________________________________________ 

Offering amount: ________________ 

Please print names clearly! 
 

In Memory of/In Honor of: 
 

 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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  St. Paul Faith Formation     
We are rooted in Faith and growing in grace 

God reaches out to us in all kinds of ways. The desire in your 
heart to baptize your child is one of them. The promises you 
make for your child on this day will begin to form your child 
into a faithful follower of Christ. However, the day of baptism 
is only the beginning of this journey. Baptism is indeed a life 
changing event! 
 

The Sacrament of Baptism at St. Paul Catholic Church takes 
place on the first three Saturdays of every month in English and 
the fourth Saturday of every month in Spanish.   If your child 
needs to be baptized please contact our Baptism Coordinator, 
Maria Mendez, at (813) 961-3023 or via email at: 
mmendez@stpaulchurch.com. Parents and Godparents will 
be asked to attend a baptismal preparation class. 

Baptism 

Interested in receiving text messages regarding 
upcoming Youth Group activities and events?   

If YES, please text: 
 

@9bf4c7 to 81010   

St. Paul Tampa Youth Group Instagram Account: 

stpaultampayg 

 

 

Sunday Nights 
6:30pm - 8:30pm 

Family Center 
 

Join us for Teen Alpha now through April 5! 
 

Next meeting will be Sunday, March 15! 
 

Teen Alpha will be held on the following dates: 
March 15, 22, 29 and April 5   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DONATIONS NEEDED FOR THE EASTER EGG HUNT 
We would greatly appreciate donations of plastic eggs, 
small individually wrapped candy, non-melting chocolate 
and toys that would fit inside a standard plastic egg.   
Please drop off your donations to the Faith Formation 
Office on or before Friday, March 27, 2020.  Thank you! 
 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR THE EASTER EGG HUNT 
Would like to share your ideas or help with organization 
and implementation of the annual Easter Egg Hunt? 
Please contact Maria Mendez, in the Faith Formation 
Office, via email at mmendez@stpaulchurch.com or 
(813) 961-3023.  

 

 

 
 

 

 

MARCH 7 & 8  

AFTER ALL MASSES 
PRAYER ROOM 

 

Registration for the 2020-2021 Faith Formation Classes 
will take place after all Masses on March 7 & 8 in the 
Prayer Room.  All children who are receiving First 
Reconciliation, First Holy Communion or Confirmation 
MUST register.  In addition, all children (K-12) 
attending non-Catholic schools MUST register.  We 
strongly urge home schooled children to register, as we 
can provide important support for them.  For more 
information, please call (813) 961-3023.   



 

 

“Go forth from the land of your kinsfolk and from your father’s house to a land that I will show you” (Gn 12:1).   

St. Paul Catholic Preschool & Announcements Page 7 

Office: 813-264-3314 ▪ Email: director@stpaulchurch.com 

         License # C HC 110273 

Excellence in Catholic preschool education for over 40 years 

Join us in reading the  
New Testament in 2020!  

 

Saturday 3/7 Acts 10:1-23 
Sunday 3/8 Acts 10:24-48 
Monday 3/9 Acts 11 
Tuesday 3/10 Acts 12 
Wednesday 3/11 Acts 13:1-25 
Thursday 3/12 Acts 13:26-52 
Friday 3/13 Acts 14 
Saturday 3/14 Acts 15:1-21 
Sunday 3/15 Acts 15:22-41 

For the full reading list, visit 
www.stpaulchurch.com 

 

For Father Bill’s commentary, 
join our Facebook page: 

www.facebook.com/stpaultpa 

St. Paul Catholic Church to host New York Times Bestselling Author... 
 

DECEMBER 15 
7:00PM - 8:30PM 
Order your tickets online  

for this upcoming event today at:  

DynamicCatholic.com/Tampa 

Our three year old class has been busy learning about the 
science of our five senses. We have learned exactly how our 
eyes see and how our ears hear the world around us. We have 
sorted and matched pictures for each of our five senses. Our 
class has especially loved shaking our mystery sound jars to 
identify the objects inside. Science is so much fun! 
 

               — Jen Waibel, 3 year old Lead Teacher 

Coronavirus Update: The Covid-19 virus should concern us 

all.  What is the Christian response?  
First, pray.  Pray for those afflicted 
with the disease, those who love for 
them, the medical professionals who 
are treating them, those working for a 

cure or vaccination, and the government officials who are 
trying to manage all this.  Second, if you are not feeling 
well... please stay at home.  Some things should not be 

shared!  Third, wash your hands!  It is the most important 
thing we can do if we want to stay healthy.  Wash them with 
warm water and soap for at least of one “Hail Mary” and 
don’t forget to wash your thumbs, between your fingers, 
and wrists and back of your hand.  Fourth, try to avoid 
touching your face.  As for Mass, wash your hands before 
and after coming to Church.  It is appropriate to fold your 

hands for the Our Father and bow for the Sign of Peace.  
Fifth, on Wednesday, March 4th, our parish temporarily 
suspended the distribution of the Precious Blood, knowing 
that one receives the fullness of the Body, Blood, Soul and 
Divinity of Jesus Christ in the Consecrated Host.  Finally, at 
this time no events are being cancelled in the Church. It is at 
the Pastor’s discretion to decide if this becomes necessary. 
 

For more information, please visit the Diocese of St. 

Petersburg’s Faith Response to Coronavirus at: 
www.dosp.org/coronavirus or the Center for Disease 
Control (CDC) website at: www.cdc.gov 



 

 

Saturday, March 7, 2020 
Saint Perpetua and Felicity, Martyrs 
8:30am    Margaret Russell Laverty † 
5:30pm    Ray Glatkowski † 
7:30pm     Elizabeth Mosco † 
 

Sunday, March 8, 2020 

Second  Sunday of Lent 
7:30am    St. Paul Parishioners (int.) 
9:00am     Michael Halloran † 
10:45am     Filemon and Casi Montoya † 
12:30pm     Vickie Hite (int.) 
2:00pm    Luisa Soto † 
5:30pm    Jaroslaw P. Miernik † 
 

Monday, March 9, 2020 
Saint Frances of Rome, Religious 
7:30am     William Skarbek † 
12:15pm   Daniel McNulty † 
 

Tuesday, March 10, 2020 
7:30am    Patrick Songy (int.) 
12:15pm    Maryellen Patricia Ortiz † 
  

Wednesday, March 11, 2020 
7:30am    Esperanza Arlenius (int.) 
12:15pm   Consecrated Life and Priestly Vocations (int.) 
  

Thursday, March 12, 2020 
7:30am    Maria Kutty Philip † 
12:15pm   Jim Trower † 
 

Friday, March 13, 2020 
7:30am    Mary K. Philip † 
12:15pm   Ofelia Molina † 
   

Saturday, March 14, 2020 
8:30am    Angela Osimen (int.) 
5:30pm    Mary Ingram † 
7:30pm     Ventura Perez † 
 

Sunday, March 15, 2020 
Third Sunday of Lent 
7:30am    Bill Haladay † 
9:00am     St. Paul Parishioners (int.) 
10:45am     Emma Dolores Jimines de Herrera † 
12:30pm     Lissa Loo Witt † 
2:00pm    Dialogo Matrimonial 7TH Year Anniversary (int.) 
5:30pm    Carminda Centeio † 

Liturgy Corner Page 8 

Pope Francis:  A dialogue must not only favour the 
preferential option on behalf of the poor, 
the marginalized and the excluded, but 
also respect them as having a leading role 
to play. Others must be acknowledged 
and esteemed precisely as others, each 

with his or her own feelings, choices and ways of living and 
working. Otherwise, the result would be, once again, a plan 
drawn up by the few for the few, if not a consensus on paper 
or a transient peace for a contented minority. Should this be 
the case, Aa prophetic voice must be raised, and we as 
Christians are called to make it heard (Pope Francis, Apostolic 
Exhortation Querida Amazonia, 2 February 2020, n. 27.  For 
the full document, see www.vatican.va).  

Let Your Light Shine!  Don’t hide your light under a 
bushel basket!  We all want to hear about the 
exciting things Christ is doing through your 
ministry!  Submit your bulletin or web notes to 
Charles Yezak in the Parish Office and be sure 
to include lots of pictures!  Let your light shine! 

Mass Appeal: During the Gathering Song or Entrance 
Procession, the ministers, deacons, and priests 
approach the sanctuary and then reverence 
the altar with a profound bow.  (If the 
tabernacle was present, they would genuflect.)  
Then the clergy again venerate the altar with a 

kiss.  The altar and cross may then be further venerated with 
incense (GIRM 29).  Why?  The altar is the place of sacrifice, a 
symbol of Christ.  He is the Living Stone.  He is the meeting 
place between our Father and humankind.  During Mass, in 
addition to being the altar, Christ is also our priest and Paschal 
sacrifice.  The crucifix, placed prominently in the Church is a 
vivid reminder of the nature of the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass.  

Sunday Second Sunday of Lent 
 Gn 12:1-4a; Ps 33:4-5, 18-19, 20, 22;  
 2 Tm 1:8b-10; Mt 17:1-9 
Monday Dn 9:4b-10; Ps 79:8, 9, 11 and 13; Lk 6:36-38 
Tuesday Is 1:10, 16-20; Ps 50:8-9, 16bc-17, 21 and 23;  
 Mt 23:1-12 
Wednesday Jer 18:18-20; Ps 31:5-6, 14, 15-16;  
 Mt 20:17-28 
Thursday Jer 17:5-10; Ps 1:1-2, 3, 4 and 6; Lk 16:19-31 
Friday Gn 37:3-4, 12-13a, 17b-28a; Ps 105:16-17,  

18-19, 20-21; Mt 21:33-43, 45-46 
Saturday Mi 7:14-15, 18-20; Ps 103:1-2, 3-4, 9-10,  
 11-12; Lk 15:1-3, 11-32 
Sunday Third Sunday of Lent 
 Ex 17:3-7; Ps 95:1-2, 6-7, 8-9; Rom 5:1-2, 5-8;  
 Jn 4:5-42 or Jn 4:5-15, 19b-26, 39a, 40-42 

Daily Reparation Prayer for Life: Dear God, in reparation 
of man’s desecration of Your Divine creation, I 
offer up to you this day in unison with all my 
works, words, joys and sufferings all the songs 
of the birds, the sounds of the animals and 
insects, the whisperings of the winds, the roar of 

the seas, the beauty and sweetness of the flowers for your greater 
honor and glory.  Amen! 
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“Go forth from the land of your kinsfolk and from your father’s house to a land that I will show you” (Gn 12:1).   

Looking Ahead! March 13: Lenten 
Concert, 7:30pm; March 17: St Patrick’s Day; 
March 18: Q & A with Fr. Bill, 1:00pm and 
7:00pm; March 19: St. Joseph’s Day; March 
25: Annunciation - Rosary at 7:00pm 

followed by Mass at Our Lady of La Leche Shrine; March 26: 
This Light is On For You, 5:00pm - 8:00pm; March 31: 
Communal Reconciliation Service, 7:00pm; April 5: Palm 
Sunday; April 6 - Seder Supper, 6:30pm; April 7: Chrism 
Mass at the Cathedral of St. Jude the Apostle in St. 
Petersburg, 11:30am; April 8: Via Crucis, 7:00pm; April 9: 
Mass of the Lord’s Supper, 7:00pm; April 10: Good Friday 
Services, 3:00pm, 5:00pm (Spanish), 7:00pm and 7:30pm 
(Portuguese); April 11: Easter Saturday - 10:00am Easter Egg 
Hunt, 11:00am Blessing of Easter Baskets, 8:00pm Easter 
Vigil Celebration; April 12: Easter Sunday - 6:00am, 7:30am, 
9:00am, 10:45am, 12:30pm (English and Portuguese Masses), 
2:00pm (Spanish) and  5:30pm!   

Saints of God: On Monday we remember St. Frances of 
Rome.  She was the Mother Teresa of 
Calcutta of the 14th century.  She was born 
in Rome in 1384 of a wealthy, noble family.  
From the age of eleven, she knew God was 
calling her to be a nun.  She was blest to be 
able to see and hear her guardian angel 
throughout life.  Nevertheless, her father 

forced her to marry at the age of thirteen.  She made the best 
of a bad situation and within a few years, gave birth to three 
children when the plague hit.  Frances was moved by the 
starving families and began to give food to the poor.  
Infuriated, her father-in-law locked up all the food and 
money.  Frances prayed and the empty granaries were 
miraculous filled with food and the wine caskets were filled to 
the brim with wine.  Frances husband and father-in-law 
became believers which freed Frances to do even more for 
the poor.  She turned her home into a hospital and shelter for 
the homeless.  Eventually, she started the Oblates of Mary, a 
lay order of women who pledged themselves to God and 
serve the poor.  At 52, her husband died, and she lived the life 
of a consecrated woman.  Four years later, in 1440, she 
returned home to the Lord.  St. Frances is a wonderful 
Disciple of Christ for us all to model.  May we all have a heart 
for those in need!  

Ask It Basket: What are the rules in selecting 
godparents? Does the church require two 
godparents? Can they both be of the same 
gender? Do they both have to be Catholic?   

 

Good questions!  Godparents fulfill an important role in the 
life of a Christian.  They are to assist the parents in sharing 
our Catholic faith with the child through their prayers and 
example.  Far more than simply serving as a witness to the 
baptism, they are to spiritually journey with the godson or 
goddaughter throughout life.  As such, godparents are to be 
active and fully initiated Catholics of at least 16 years of age 
and live a life in harmony with the faith and role to be 
undertaken.  This means that they must be baptized and 
confirmed Catholics who actively live our faith.  If single, they 
must live chaste lives and if married, they must be married in 
the Catholic Church.  A parent cannot serve as godparent for 
his or her child.  A non-Catholic baptized Christian can serve 
as a witness alongside a Catholic godparent.  What happens if 
you don’t know any suitable Catholics?  We can appoint 
someone or in rare circumstances, we can baptize without a 
godparent.  The important thing is that the child is baptized.   
 

Three more questions: 1) How soon should you baptize?  I 
recommend as soon as the infant has some control over his or 
her head although it can be sooner.  2) Can you change a 
godparent?  Technically, no.  The godparent is the official 
witness in the baptism register and that cannot be changed.  
We can bless Adopted godparents - although the names 
cannot be added to the register.  3) What happens if a 
godparent cannot attend the baptism?  No problem.  A proxy 
can step in.  I hope this helps!  4) Can I have more than two 
godparents?  Yes, but only two names, one male and one 
female, can be inserted in the baptism register.   
 

If you have a question for the Ask It Basket, please send an email 
to Father Bill Swengros at: frbill@stpaulchurch.com 

We pray for the repose of the souls of those recently 
departed: Laura Alburquerque, Betty McCaffrey, Silvia 
Garcia, Michael Muraszewski, Dahlia Martinez, Betty 
McCaffrey Lincoln Gobin, Julio Herrera, Paul Gonzalez, 
Pauline Hammond, Dr. Sam Ferreri, John Parker, Mary Kay 
Phelps, and Robert Michael Mulroy.  
 
 

Please remember in your prayers those with 
various health needs: Jan Jenkins, Patricia Smith, 
Jaime Zambrano, Mary Garcia, Allan Garcia, Frank 
Loscalzo, Doreen Miller, Leelah Sharma, Anne 
Marie Q. and Nancy H. Cramer. 

Words of Wisdom: “Lent is a fitting time for self‑denial; we 
would do well to ask ourselves what we can give up in order 
to help and enrich others by our own poverty. Let us not 
forget that real poverty hurts: no self‑denial is real without this 
dimension of penance. I distrust a charity that costs nothing 
and does not hurt.”  
                           — Pope Francis  

Prayer for a Fruitful Lent:  Jesus, love of my Soul, center of my 
heart!  Why am I not more eager to endure pains and tribulations 
for love of you, when you, my God, have suffered so many for me?  
Come, then, every sort of trial in the world, for this is my delight, to 
suffer for Jesus.  This is my joy, to follow my savior, and to find my 
consolation with my consoler on the cross.  This is my happiness, 
this my pleasure, to live with Jesus, to walk with Jesus, to converse 
with Jesus; to suffer with and for him, this is my treasure.   

                                                   - St. Alphonsus Rodriguez, SJ   
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St. Vincent de Paul Society 
Pantry Hours 

Monday & Thursday, 9:00am - 12:00pm    
Assistance Line: (813) 264-3325  

 

 

In this great land of ours,  no one should be hungry or 
homeless.  If you will provide us with the food and 
monetary donations, we will care for the needs of those in 
our community who ask for assistance. 
 

If you would like to help, food donations for the St. 
Vincent de Paul Food Pantry can be left in the marked 
baskets in the church Narthex.  Monetary donations can be 
dropped in the Poor Box, located in the Narthex. Please 
make sure to specify “SVDP” in the memo line for check 
donations or you may use an offertory envelope for cash 
donations and label it “SVDP”.  Thank you for your 
generosity!  
 

Pantry Wish List This Week: 
Canned Soup, Chile and Canned Milk 

 

*Please note we are unable to use expired items* 

The Bereavement Ministry offers God’s healing 
love through emotional, physical, mental and 
spiritual comfort. Our next meeting will be held 
on Tuesday, March 10, from 7:30pm to 9:00pm in 
the Parish Center, Room H. For more information, 
contact Kathy at (813) 361-5134. 

“IN THE WILDFLOWERS” RETREAT 
 

“In the Wildflowers” is for women 

who have suffered childhood sexual 

abuse.  This is a 10-week, Christ-

centered, private retreat. If you are 

interested in participating in this 

women’s retreat, please contact 

Cathy Hayter at (813) 843-8969 or send a message via email 

to: inthewildflowers@stpaulchurch.com or visit our 

website at:  www.wildflowersretreat.org.   

Parish Website:  www.stpaulchurch.com 

“Whatsoever you do for the least of my    

             brothers, you do unto Me”. 

We invite you to come to a meeting of the 
 

St. Paul Farm Worker Ministry 
 

Our brothers and sisters in the fields need your time and 
talent.  Our next meeting will be held on Sunday, March 22 
from 12:30pm - 1:30pm in the Parish Center, Room F.  
For more information, please send an email to:  
migrantfarmworkers@stpaulchurch.com 

Knights of Columbus Council 11211 

 

Saturday, March 28th & Sunday, March 29th  
In the Porticos After All Masses 

 

All clothing items must be new or “gently used” and placed 
in large, plastic trash bags.  Clothing must be clean and 
wearable, with no stains or tears.  Toiletries must be new 
and should be travel size.   

Acceptable items include: clothing, shoes, sneakers, belts, 
purses, hats, winter coats, deodorants, toothpaste, 
shampoo, conditioner and soap.  For more information, 
please send an email message to: kofc@stpaulchurch.com 

Fasting and Mass: Several times a month, we must call 911 
during Mass because someone has taken ill.  
Often it is because the person did not eat or 
drink prior to coming to Mass.  Remember, the 
present guideline is for people who are to receive 
the Most Holy Eucharist are obliged to fast from 

food and drink one hour before Holy Communion.  This does 
not include water or medicine (c. 919).  Those who are 
advanced in age or suffer from any infirmity as well as those 
who care for them, are exempt.  Likewise, if you are sick or 
otherwise incapacitated, you are exempt from the precept to 
come to Mass although you should make a holy hour wherever 
you are.  When in doubt, do what you need to do be healthy 
and holy! 

Mass Communication: We would love to serve you better.  
The Holy Father has encouraged us to take 
advantage of modern technologies to promote the 
Gospel.  Help us communicate with you in a 
timelier and less expensive manner.  Please visit 
www.stpaulchurch.com and sign up for our 

weekly newsletter.  Also, please let Laurie Erickson (813-961-
3023 or lerickson@stpaulchuch.com) know if there are 
changes in the names or number of those living in your 
household, phone numbers, address, etc.  We would be glad to 
send you information on our ministries, offertory envelopes, 
and electronic giving. Help us to serve you better!  Thank you! 
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Bulletin Submissions: Submissions for the bulletin are due 
nine (9) days prior to the front cover date. Ministries are 
encouraged to send information regarding upcoming events 
to: bulletin@stpaulchurch.com  

SUPPORT GROUP 
Wednesday, March 11 

7:30pm                                    
Parish Center - Room E 

Guest Speaker:  Dr. Pedro Troya, 
Endocrinologist  

 

diabetes@stpaulchurch.com 

Shawls of Hope: Inviting all knitters and crocheters to create 

shawls and baby blankets as a source of comfort and prayer. 

Our next meeting is Friday, March 13 at 10:00am in the St. 

Paul Parish Center.  Email:  shawlsofhope@stpaulchurch.com 

Legal Consultation and Referral Service  
Every Monday by appointment only 

  Please call (813) 961-3023 

Divorced and Separated Support Group 
This ministry provides caring support for both women and 
men experiencing separation or divorce.  The group meets 
every Friday night at 7:30pm in the St. Paul Parish Center, 
Room C.  No charges or fees.  All are welcome!  For more 
information, please call Don Hemke at (813) 205-1735. 

Counseling Services 
Offered by Dr. Pat Berne 

Please call (813) 961-3023 to make an appointment 

AA Meetings:  Do you feel your life is out of control?  Is 
Alcohol ruining your life?  Help is here!  Our parish is blessed 
to host weekly Alcoholics Anonymous meetings every 
Wednesday at 8:15pm in the St Michael Building.  For 
more information, call (813) 933-9123.  May God bless you! 

www.facebook.com/stpaultpa 

Apostles of  the Eucharist - Young Adults 
(Ages 18 - 27) 

 

Join us Friday evenings for Eucharistic Adoration, formation, 
discussions and/or speakers and social time. Our next meeting 
will be on Friday, March 13, for Adoration, discussion and the 
Lenten Concert.  Join us Tuesday, March 10 for Women’s 
Young Adult Bible Study at Amanda’s.  Please send an email 
to: merimee@verizon.net to get on the email list or join our 
Instagram or Facebook page.   

 

Join other St. Paul Parishioners at the  

150th Anniversary Celebration of the  
Eucharistic Congress 

 in Jacksonville, Florida, on May 15-16, 2020.   
Cost is $115 for Double Occupancy and $175 for 

Single Occupancy.  Fees  includes transportation, 
hotel and supper on Friday and Saturday night.   

 

If interested in joining the St. Paul Delegation, 
please send an e-mail to:  

igniteyourfaith@stpaulchurch.com 
 

Deadline to register is March 31, 2020. 

St. Paul Catholic Church Alpha Prayer 

O Lord my God, You are the Alpha and the Omega, the fount 
of life and love, the source of joy and true peace.  Bless us as we 
journey through Alpha, may we grow as a family of faith, hope 
and love, as intentional disciples of your Son and our Lord Jesus 
Christ.  May we be known for our love for You, and our 
compassion for others, especially the poor and the elderly, the sick 
and the oppressed.  May Alpha be for each of us, a time of 
discovery and enrichment, a place of welcome and fellowship, and 
an opportunity to grow ever closer to you.  Bless Alpha, bless our 
parish, bless our families.  We ask you this, O Merciful Father, 
through the power of the Holy Spirit, in the name of Jesus Christ 
our Savior. Amen! 

mailto:merimee@veizon.net
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Pray the 

Rosary 

in Latin 

Sunday  
Mornings 
10:15am 

Prayer Room 

COURTYARD MEMORIAL PAVERS 

Are you looking for something special 
to remember a loved one or to 

memorialize and important life event?  
 

You can now remember a loved one (living or deceased) 
or memorialize an important life event through the 
Courtyard Memorial Pavers.  Each paver is engraved 
with your special inscription.  We are so fortunate to 
have such a beautiful courtyard on our campus.  
Moreover, you have the opportunity to pick an area that 
is special to you!  Pavers are $250 each.  Each paver is 6” 
x 9” and may be personalized with three lines of 
inscription.  What a beautiful gift this would make for 
you and/or your loved ones!  For more information, 
please contact Brian Smith, Parish Manager, at 
bsmith@stpaulchurch.com or call (813) 961-3023.  

 
 

Monday - Thursday 
8:00am - 8:30pm 

 

Friday 8:00am -  
Saturday 8:30am Mass 

Sign up for Online Giving!   
It’s simple and convenient.   

Go to stpaulchurch.com, and click on 
the Online Giving link for more info on 

how to sign up. 

Coffee & Donuts 
Your hosts this week: 

SOS Ministry 
Stop Human Trafficking! 

Not only are the members of the SOS 
Ministry here to serve you coffee and donuts today, they 
are also here to spread the message about a horrific 
situation that is not only a global issue, but it is happening 
right here in our own backyard, Tampa Bay!  Come meet 
the individuals who work so diligently to make us all aware 
of the horrors of human trafficking.   
 

For more information, contact: 
Alex Petrilak  

humantrafficking@stpaulchurch.com 

As we reflect on our many blessings during this season of prayer, fasting and almsgiving, let us be 
mindful to give God thanks and praise.  Fr. Bill would like to extend his personal gratitude to all who 
have generously participated in the 2020 Annual Pastoral Appeal (APA).  As we pray on the Life, 
Death and Resurrection of our Lord, remembering the unconditional sacrifice He made for us and 
our salvation, may we remember those in most need throughout our diocese, and courageously 

respond with grateful hearts and generosity.  Pledge envelopes are available in the Narthex of the 
church and the Parish Office or you can pledge online at http://www.dosp.org.   

A Stewardship Moment … 

In today’s second reading, Timothy is issued a strong 
directive: “Bear your share of hardship for the gospel with 
the strength that comes from God.” For the early Christians 
this could mean torture and execution. For most Christians 
today enduring hardship for the Gospel might include 
accepting ridicule or mockery, or the suggestion that we lack 
sophistication. Nevertheless, in his letters, Saint Paul is 
adamant that we should not be ashamed of being followers 
of Christ. Good stewards are not ashamed of their allegiance 
to Christ. They do not hide their faith.  
 
Reflect on this question: Are you willing to speak about 
following Christ Jesus no matter who your listeners 
happen to be?  

A special thank you to our newest Special Events 
ministry member, 

Danielle Rudaitis 
For all of her hard work bringing in fresh new 

performances to this year’s St. Paul Fest!  



 

 

I.  Genesis 12:1-4a. The Start of a 
Journey. 
 
Reflection: Of all the Patriarchs, 
Abraham is best known for the degree 
of his trust in the Lord.  As we read this 
short passage that begins the Abraham 
narrative, we are struck by the simplicity 
and power of Abraham's decision to 
leave home, country and kindred for a 
place unknown.  In a sense, this is the 
decisive break between the pre-historical 
sense of cyclicality, where the future was 
seen as being identical with the past, 
where there is eternal recurrence and no 
novelty.  Here we see the introduction of 
the idea of an open future; Abram, by 
his act of faith, symbolized the pioneer, 
the adventurer, the individual who put 
himself at risk by leaving the safety and 
security of a comfortable life to open a 
new stage in history.  For Abram's 
journey is symbolic of all our personal 
journeys; we, too, are called.  For us, 
history is open, dependent upon us.  As 
Abram was God's instrument in time, so 
are we in our own way.  
 
 

II. 2 Timothy 1:8b-10.  Our Calling. 
 
Reflection: The author writes of our 
own calling, similar to that of Abram.  
While the letter was ostensibly addressed 
to St. Paul's most important co-worker, 
the church, by canonizing it, indicates 
that it is addressed to us as well.  This is 
one of the "Prison Letters," written 
during an incarceration.  Here he re-
iterates the call to "holiness."  In the Old 
Testament, God is Holy; we are called to 
share in that same characteristic.  It is 
unlikely that this means "piety," 
especially the external, observable 
actions that we normally consider 
characteristic of a "holy" person.  Today 
it might be interpreted as being 
"authentic," having deep personal 
integrity and consistency between 
publicly held principles and daily action.  
We might call it a radical honesty, both 
with oneself and with those with whom 
we share everydayness.  Our model for 
this is Jesus, who is rarely (if ever) called 
"holy" in the New Testament. 
 
 
III. Matthew 17:1-9. Transfiguration. 
 
Reflection: Perhaps the central question 
of the Gospels is, "Just Who is  Jesus?". 
The scene of the Transfiguration occurs 

in all three synoptic gospels and is 
referred to in 2 Peter.  Some scholars 
have suggested that this scene was 
originally written as a post-resurrection 
phenomenon, as a glorified body is 
what one would expect then.  But all 
three gospels have the Transfiguration 
occur on "a high mountain."  Recall 
that Moses ascended a high mountain 
when He spoke with God and received 
the Torah.  Further, the story has 
Moses and Elijah speaking with Jesus.  
Moses was the Original Lawgiver; Jesus 
is the New Lawgiver.  Elijah was to 
return to earth just before the End of 
Days, (Malachi 3:24) and Jesus, the 
Messiah, was the herald of just those 
End Days.  This event mirrors the 
Baptism event, where God identified 
Jesus as Son, just as He did in this text.  
Thus in these few lines, we see a clear 
definition by the Evangelist of just who 
this person really was.  † 

Reflections Page 13 

“Go forth from the land of your kinsfolk and from your father’s house to a land that I will show you” (Gn 12:1).   

Due to copyright restrictions, we are not 
able to print the Scriptures with the 

Reflections of Dr. Jack Conroy.   

Offertory Gifts: Our ushers are always looking for 
parishioners to volunteer to bring up the offertory gifts.  Next 
Sunday, why not ask them if they need help?!  You will find it 
to be a great blessing for your family.  Peace! 

On a Lighter Note:  "So far today, God, I've 
done all right. I haven't gossiped, I haven't lost my 
temper. Haven't been grumpy, nasty or selfish. I'm 
really glad of that.  

But in a few minutes, God, I'm going to get out of bed; and 
from then on, I'm probably going to need a lot of help." 

Deo Gratis: Please join me in thanking God for 
the gift of Fr. Frank DeSantis.  Our Lenten 
Mission was an incredible moment of grace.  We 
also thank God for all our faithful Alpha 

volunteers.  May God bless you!  Kudos to those who have 
shared bulletins from their travels with us.  We love reading 
how God is blessing our sister parishes!  This week we 
received them from Arizona and Florida.  May God bless you! 

Faith in Action: “Go forth from the land of your 
kinsfolk and from your father’s house to a land that 
I will show you” (Gn 12:1).  God calls all of us to 
leave behind our old ways and to follow Him, 

placing our complete trust in Him. Some of the old ways that 
we may have to struggle to leave behind might be materialism, 
selfishness, and greed. Yet, God promises to show us a new 
land and a better way to live. Remember what St. Teresa of 
Calcutta said, “God does not call us to be successful, God calls 
us to be faithful.” 

Living Liturgy: In the second reading, our 
patron, St. Paul, urges Timothy, “Bear your share 
of hardship for the gospel”.  When have you 
experienced hardship in your life as a Christian?  

Thought for the Day: “Nothing great is ever achieved 
without much enduring.” 
                        — St. Catherine of Siena  

Divine Mercy in My Soul:  “O great and Divine 
Sacrament that veils my God!  Jesus, be with me each 
moment.  And no fear will enter my heart” (n. 4). 


