
 

 



"Formed by Word and Sacrament, we, the people of St. Paul Catholic Church,  
are a Spirit-led, Eucharist-centered, vibrant multicultural Christian  

community of faith, living our love for God and neighbor while growing together as disciples of Christ." 

  Third Sunday of Easter                       Sunday, May 5, 2019 

 
All are welcome! 

 
 
 

WEEKEND MASSES 
 

Saturday Masses 
8:30am Mass 

(Morning Prayer and  
Benediction 8:10am) 

 

Saturday Vigil Masses 
5:30pm   

Missa em Português: 7:30pm 
 

Sunday Masses 
7:30am, 9:00am, 10:45am,  

12:30 pm, 5:30pm 
Misa en Español:  2:00pm  

 
 
 

WEEKDAY MASSES 
 

Monday to Friday 
7:30am and 12:15pm 

 

First Friday Mass 7:30pm 
Third Friday Mass 7:30pm 

*Fourth Friday Mass 7:30pm  
*(en Español) 

 
 
 

Reconciliation (Confession) 
Monday to Friday 11:30am - Noon 

Saturdays 10:00am and 4:00pm  
or upon request 

 
 

 

Eucharistic Adoration  
Monday to Thursday 

8:00am to 8:30pm 
Compline & Benediction  

 

Friday 8:00am to  
Saturday 8:30am Mass 

 
 
 

 

Morning Prayer 
Monday - Friday 7:10am 

Saturday 8:10am 
 

 
 

Anointing of the Sick 
Every Second Saturday  
of the Month at 8:30am 

 
 

Church Office Hours: 
Monday - Friday 8:00am to 4:00pm 

 
 

Website: 
www.stpaulchurch.com 

 
 

Contact us at: 
info@stpaulchurch.com 

 



 

 

My Dear Friends, 
 
As Catholics, our Easter joy cannot be contained within a 24 hour period but 
flows into 50 days of celebration of the Resurrection!  In today’s Gospel, 
Jesus encounters the disciples on the Sea of Galilee.  Having witnessed the 
passion, death and resurrection of Jesus, they had seemingly returned to 
Galilee to resume their normal lives as fishermen (Jn 21:1-19).  However, the 
disciples were unsuccessful in catching any fish.  Jesus appears to them on 
the shore and invites them to again “Cast the net over the right side of the 
boat and you will find something.”  And indeed they did!  So much so, their 
nets were breaking!  Jesus then invites them to have breakfast. 
 
In many ways we are like the disciples.  While we have had an experience of 
Christ, we are easily distracted by the demands of daily life and forget that He 
is alive.  We lose heart as we forget the reason for our hope.  All our efforts 
come up empty.  That is why it is so important that we participate in Mass at 
least each weekend if not every day.  That is why it is so important to pray 
every day, reflecting on His Word, ideally during Eucharistic Adoration.  It is 
vital that we continue to open our ears to hear Him speak to us, to open our 
eyes to see Him, and to open our hearts to love Him more and more ... 
especially through the Blessed Sacrament, His Word, and in the faces of the 
poor, sick, elderly, and broken whom we encounter each and every day of our 
lives.  He is alive!  And He wants us to grow ever closer to Him! 
 
The first order of business was for Peter to accept the forgiveness of Jesus 
for his threefold act of betrayal.  All sin is a betrayal and we too need to not 
only ask for forgiveness but to accept the forgiveness of God, remembering 
that no sin is too big to be forgiven.  Like Peter we need to say, Jesus I love 
you, help me to love you more.  Jesus I trust you, help me to trust you more.  
Jesus I believe in you, help me to believe in you more! 
 
On another note, our youth minister, Stephen Watkins, has accepted a full 
time position at the diocesan Camp Good Counsel.  He and his wife, Kayla, 
have been a blessing to us and we hope that they will remain involved with 
our youth ministry.  Albert Vogt has graciously accepted our invitation to 
serve as our new youth minister.  Albert comes to us with considerable 
experience and with a passion for youth ministry.  Thank you for keeping 
Stephen and Kayla, Albert, and especially our youth in your prayers during 
this important time of transition. 
 
On Saturday, May 18th, following the 5:30pm Vigil Mass, you are invited to 
say farewell to Sr. Theresa Betz, SND, as she returns to her mother house in 
Chardin, Ohio.  Sister has truly been a blessing to me and our entire parish 
as our “spiritual mother and mentor.”  She will be sorely missed. 
 
To end on an upbeat note, I look forward to seeing you for our Healing 
Mass in honor of Our Lady of Fatima this Friday, May 10th, beginning with 
the Rosary at 7:00pm.   
 
May God bless you! 
 
 
 
Fr. Bill Swengros 
Pastor 
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We’re here to serve you! 
 

St. Paul Catholic Church 
12708 N. Dale Mabry Hwy. 
Tampa, Florida  33618-2802 

(813) 961-3023 
 

 

www.stpaulchurch.com 
 

Questions?  Please send email to:  
info@stpaulchurch.com 

 

Clergy 
Fr. Bill Swengros    Pastor 
Fr. George Gyasi       Parochial Vicar 
Fr. Robert Romaine  Parochial Vicar 
Fr. Lenin Fernandez Guest Priest 
Deacon Carlos Celaya  RCIA 
Deacon Ray Dever     Mental Health Support 
Deacon Frank Henriquez  Nursing Homes  
 

Faith Formation 
Carmen Cayon Director 
Maria Mendez Baptism and 
 FORMED® Coordinator     
Sonia Eberhardt         K-5 Faith Formation  
 Coordinator, 1st Holy 
 Communion Prep 
Theresa Adams          Middle School 
 Minister (Confirmation) 

Albert Vogt      High School Youth 
 Minister 
Maria Costa                 RCIA, Marriage Prep, 
 Adult Confirmation, 
 Quinceañeras 
Sr. Theresa Betz        Spiritual Direction 
Silvia Rivera               Religious Education 
 Assistant (Records) 
 

Preschool 
Abbie Johnson            Director 
Mindy Geer                Assistant Director 
 

Liturgy 
Elizabeth Hays           Liturgist, Bereavement 
 Minister 
Mary Gant                   Music Director 
 

Parish Support 
Michael Maloney        Parish Manager  
Barbara Gray               Pastoral         
  Administrative      
   Assistant (Scheduling) 
Laurie Erickson Director of Ministries     
Sam Mathai                Maintenance 
Charles Yezak             Director of 
 Communications  
Tina Bubb                  Finance Office  
 

Our Vision Statement:  
“Growing Together as Disciples 

of Christ.”  

http://www.StPaulChurch.com
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‘Do you love me?' and Peter said to him, ‘Lord, you know everything; you know that I love you.' Jesus said to him, ‘Feed my sheep'” (Jn 21:17).  

American Heritage Girls Troop 147 
 

AHG Troop 147 will be hosting a First Aid 
Kit Fundraiser this weekend in the 

Courtyard.  If you were unable to order your kit today, 
you may also order through May 16, 
2019, by sending an email to: 
ahg@stpaulchurch.com 

Mothers’ Day Spiritual Bouquet 
Please be sure to pick up a Mother’s Day Novena card 

available now in the Narthex.  Please return it to the box 
provided so we can remember your mother at each Mass 

during the month of May. 

The Baby Bottle Boomerang is Back!   
In support of Foundations of Life, the Respect Life 
Ministry will be in the Narthex this weekend and next 
weekend.  All proceeds go to Foundations of Life 
Pregnancy  Cente rs  of  Cathol ic  Char i t i es 
(foundationsoflife.org) to support women and men facing 
unplanned pregnancies to choose life for their child and 
provide mentoring and assistance to plan for the future.  
 

This weekend (May 4-5), we will be handing out empty 
baby bottles for you to take home and fill with spare 
change and bills. 
 

Next weekend (May 11-12), please bring your bottles back 
with your donations. We will be collecting the bottles 
before or after Mass or you can place them in the baskets 
in the Narthex or return them to the 
Parish Office. 
 

Contact us for more information at: 
www.stpaulrespectlife.com 

Amor de Jesus Prayer Group  
29th Anniversary Mass 

 

Thursday, May 9 
6:30pm Rosary † 7:00pm Mass 

Reception after Mass in the Family Center 

Cenáculo de Maria Nossa Senhora Rosa Mística 
10 anos 

 

Convida  
Missa em Memória ao Imaculado 

Coração de Maria 
Com a presença do  

Padre Antonio Carvalho  
 

8 de Maio 
Local : Igreja Católica Saint Paul 

 

Programação: 
5:00pm – Dinner (RSVP ate o dia 7 de Maio) 
6:00pm – Reconciliação 
7:00pm – Adoração e oração do terço meditado 
7:30pm – Santa Missa 
 

“Sob o olhar de Maria, aproveitemos para cumprir o preceito 
Pascal participando do Sacramento da Reconciliação 
(confissão) e Eucaristia” 

                       -Padre Antonio Carvalho 
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‘Do you love me?' and Peter said to him, ‘Lord, you know everything; you know that I love you.' Jesus said to him, ‘Feed my sheep'” (Jn 21:17).  

License # C HC 110273  

Excellence in Catholic preschool education  for  over 35 years 

Contact us! 
Preschool Office: (813) 264-3314 

Email:  preschool@stpaulchurch.com  

The students at St. Paul Catholic Preschool have spent this 
Spring studying about the Life of Jesus: His birth, baptism, 
teachings, death and resurrection. Throughout our learning, we 
looked for connections to new life in the world around us. 
During our science lessons we found many examples as we 
studied both plants and insects. We observed the lifecycle of a 
butterfly by watching the metamorphosis from caterpillar to 
chrysalis to butterfly right before our eyes inside our classroom 
habitat! We created sequencing books to document our 
observations using our numerical, reading readiness and fine 
motor skills. After providing tender loving care for our 
classroom butterflies by supplying their food and water needs, 
we finally set them free to live in God’s beautiful world!  
 
              --Arlene Power, 4 year old Lead Teacher 

 

SISTER THERESA BETZ FAREWELL 

Sr. Theresa Betz, SND, has 
been a wonderful friend and 
spiritual advisor to our parish 

for so many years.  A 
reception, in her honor, will be 

held after the 5:30pm Mass 
on Saturday, May 18th in the 
Family Center.  Please join us 
to say farewell as she returns 
to her motherhouse in Ohio.  

May God bless her as she 
begins this new chapter of her 

life’s journey! 

ORDINATIONS TO 

THE PRIESTHOOD 

at the  

Cathedral of   

St. Jude the Apostle 
 

On Saturday, May 18, 2019, at 11:00am in the Cathedral 

of St. Jude the Apostle (through the invocation of the 

Holy Spirit, imposition of hands and anointing of the 

Sacred Chrism) Bishop Gregory Parkes will ordain 

Deacons Anthony Astrab and Ralph D’Elia.  You are 

most welcome to attend! 
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  St. Paul Faith Formation     
We are rooted in Faith and growing in grace 

 

God reaches out to us in all kinds of ways. The desire in your 
heart to baptize your child is one of them. The promises you 
make for your child on this day will begin to form your child 
into a faithful follower of Christ. However, the day of 
baptism is only the beginning of this journey. Baptism is 
literally a life changing event! 
 

The Sacrament of Baptism at St. Paul Catholic Church takes 
place on the first three Saturdays of every month in English 
and the fourth Saturday of every month in Spanish.   If your 
child needs to be baptized please contact our Baptism 
Coordinator, Maria Mendez, at (813) 961-3023 or via email 
at: mmendez@stpaulchurch.com. Parents and Godparents 
will be asked to attend a baptismal preparation class. 

2019 Vacation Bible School 

“SET SAIL 
WITH  
THE 

TRINITY” 
 
 

June 17 - 21, 2019 

9:00am - 12:00pm 

$35.00 per child 
 

Register now at:   www.stpaulchurch.com 

Baptism May Faith Formation Highlights 

• Coronation of Mary in all Faith Formation classes on 
May 5th - 8th  

• There are NO classes on Mothers Day, May 12th 
• Classes will be held on May 13th, 14th  and 15th  
• Last week of classes is May 19th - 22nd 
• Please make sure your child has reserved his/her spot 

for next year by registering early for Faith Formation 

Congratulations to 

our 125 First Holy 

Communicants 

who received Jesus 

Christ this weekend! 

We are thankful to 

their parents and 

catechists who have 

shared their faith 

and have prepared 

them on their 

journey of  faith! 
Confirmation Retreat #2 took place on Saturday, April 27th.  
Over 70 youth participated in the full day of preparatory 
events for the Sacrament of Confirmation. 
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‘Do you love me?' and Peter said to him, ‘Lord, you know everything; you know that I love you.' Jesus said to him, ‘Feed my sheep'” (Jn 21:17).  

SACRAMENT CORNER 

 
 

 

 

 

•Preparations for the reception of the Sacraments of Baptism, 
 Reconciliation, First Communion and  Confirmation are coordinated  
 though the Faith  Formation Office.   Please call (813) 961-3023. 
 

•For preparation to receive the Sacrament of Holy  Matrimony or for 
Convalidation, please call Maria Costa at (813) 961-3023. 

 

•For information regarding our Vocations Program and  Formation to 
receive the Sacrament of Holy Orders  please  contact Sister Theresa 
Betz at (813) 961-3023. 

 

•For Anointing of the Sick please contact Barbara Gray at   
(813) 961-3023. 

WE WELCOME ALBERT VOGT! 

The faith community of St. Paul is 

blessed to welcome Mr. Albert Vogt as 

our new High School Youth Minister.  

Albert’s email address is: 

avogt@stpaulchurch.com.  Be sure to 

meet Albert in the weeks to come! 

BACCALAUREATE MASS 
Sunday, May 19th 

5:30pm 
 

 

 

All high school graduates are invited to 
join us at our annual Baccalaureate Mass 
to celebrate their recent achievements. 
Please wear your graduation cap and 
gown and enjoy a reception in your 
honor in the Family Center after Mass.   

Please RSVP by Monday, May 13, 
2019, to Albert Vogt via email at: 
avogt@stpaulchurch.com or via phone 
at (813) 961-3023. 
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Pope Francis: “We need to remember 
that “contemplation of the face of Jesus, 
died and risen, restores our humanity, even 
when it has been broken by the troubles of 
this life or marred by sin. We must not 

domesticate the power of the face of Christ”. So let me ask you: 
Are there moments when you place yourself quietly in the 
Lord’s presence, when you calmly spend time with him, when 
you bask in his gaze? Do you let his fire inflame your heart? 
Unless you let him warm you more and more with his love and 
tenderness, you will not catch fire. How will you then be able to 
set the hearts of others on fire by your words and witness? If, 
gazing on the face of Christ, you feel unable to let yourself be 
healed and transformed, then enter into the Lord’s heart, into 
his wounds, for that is the abode of divine mercy” (Pope 
Francis, Gaudete et Exsultate, 151). 

Pray for Priests!  Heavenly Father, please grant to your 
faithful servants, the grace and strength to carry 
out your mission for the Church each day.  Keep 
our priests close to you and continue to inspire 
them to serve others in your holy name.  Please 
help to inspire men who are called to a priestly 

vocation to answer your call and participate in the fullness that 
you have planned for them.  Amen. 

Readings for the Week of May 5th 

 

Sunday Third Sunday of Easter 
 Acts 5:27-32, 40b-41; Ps 30:2, 4, 5-6, 11-12, 
 13; Rev 5:11-14; Jn 21:1-19 or Jn 21:1-14 
Monday Acts 6:8-15; Ps 119:23-24, 26-27, 29-30;  
 Jn 6:22-29 
Tuesday Acts 7:51—8:1a; Ps 31:3cd-4, 6 and 7b and 
 8a, 17 and 21ab; Jn 6:30-35 
Wednesday Acts 8:1b-8; Ps 66:1-3a, 4-5, 6-7a; Jn 6:35-40 
Thursday Acts 8:26-40; Ps 66:8-9, 16-17, 20; Jn 6:44-51 
Friday Acts 9:1-20; Ps 117:1bc, 2; Jn 6:52-59 
Saturday Acts 9:31-42; Ps 116:12-13, 14-15, 16-17; 
 Jn 6:60-69 
Sunday Fourth Sunday of Easter 
 Acts 13:14, 43-52; Ps 100:1-2, 3, 5; Rev 7:9, 
 14b-17; Jn 10:27-30 

Christ Heal Us!  On the second Saturday of every month 
during the 8:30 morning Mass, we will offer 
the Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick.  This 
beautiful Sacrament is for those who are 
advanced in age as well as those who suffer 
from a serious (grave) illness. It is 
recommended for all those who are scheduled 

to be admitted to a hospital for surgery later this month to 
be anointed.  This Sacrament can be received as often as 
needed.  Come and experience the healing touch of the 
Divine Physician!  

Mass Intentions for the Week of May 5th 
 

Saturday, May 4, 2019 

8:30am   Fernando Salvador + 

10:00am  In Thanksgiving for the Luccani Family (int.) 

11:30am  Sister Theresa Betz (int.) 

2:00pm   Jaques Sequin + 

5:30pm   Maggie and Jose Lopez + 

7:30pm   Gaetano Carone + 

Sunday, May 5, 2019 

Third Sunday of Easter 

7:30am   Ivette Stern (int.)     

9:00am    Lucy Nguyen + 

10:45am   Alfonso Ruiz + 

12:30pm   Jaroslaw P. Miernik + 

2:00pm   Edward Eusebio LaMadrid + 

5:30 pm     St. Paul Parishioners (int.) 

Monday, May 6, 2019 

7:30am     Olga Krejci + 

12:15pm   Doodle Chilton + 

Tuesday, May 7, 2019 

7:30am    Francisca Angeles +   

12:15pm  Mariafanny and Alvaro Garcia + 

Wednesday, May 8, 2019 

7:30am   Sylvia Cacciatore + 

12:15pm  Consecrated Life and Priestly Vocations (int.) 

7:30pm   Victims of Attack in Sri Lanka (int.)  

Thursday, May 9, 2019 

7:30am       Laura Williams + 

12:15pm  Jean Klimas + 

Friday, May 10, 2019 

Saint Damien de Veuster, Priest 

7:30am   Jeanne Eagle Roberts + 

12:15pm  Joseph Kulangara + 

7:30pm   Fernando Baryol (int.) 

Saturday, May 11, 2019 

8:30am   Donna O’Neal + 

5:30pm   Graduating High School Seniors (int.)    

7:30pm   Victims of Religious Persecutions (int.) 

Sunday, May 12, 2019 

Fourth Sunday of Easter 

7:30am   Tina and Sam Bubb (int.) 

9:00am    Lucy Nguyen + 

10:45am   Richard “Dick” Morgan + 

12:30pm   Gloria Tirado + 

2:00pm   Trinidad Enao (int.) 

5:30 pm     Josefa Vitug + 
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Deo Gratias! Some of our ministries are very 
visible ... others are more quiet.  For instance, Our 
Shawls of Hope Ministry makes shawls for the 
sick and homebound, our Rosary Makers keep us 
stocked with rosaries, and our Prayer Partners are 

constantly offering prayers for the needs of fellow 
parishioners and the world.  If you would like more 
information on these and other ministries, please contact 
Laurie Erickson at the parish office.  We also thank those who 
shared bulletins from their travels with us.  This week we 
received them from across Florida!  

Looking Ahead! May 5 - 8:  Many Faces of Mary and the 

Crowning of Mary at all Faith Formation 

Classes; May 9: Amor de Jesus Prayer Group 

29th Anniversary Mass, 6:30pm Rosary, 

7:00pm Mass, reception in Family Center after 

Mass; May 10:  Healing Mass in Honor of 

Our Lady of Fatima, 7:00pm Rosary, 7:30pm Mass; May 12:  

Mother’s Day - Mother’s Day Mass Novena and Crowning of 

Mary at every Mass by First Communicants; May 12: 56th 

World Day of Prayer for Vocations; May 13:  Our Lady of 

Fatima; May 17:  Our Lady of Good Health Novena and 

Mass, 7:00pm Novena, 7:30pm Mass; May 18:  Ordinations at 

St. Jude Cathedral, 11:00am; May 19 - 22: Final Faith 

Formation Classes; May 19: Council of Catholic Women 

(CCW) Installations and Luncheon, 12:30pm; May 19:  

Baccalaureate Mass, 5:30pm; May 22: Mass for Nuestro Fiat 

(Mantle of Mary) Anniversary, 7:00pm Rosary, 7:30pm Mass, 

reception in Family Center after Mass; May 22:  End of Year 

Preschool Field Day; May 23-24:  Last Day of Preschool. 

‘Do you love me?' and Peter said to him, ‘Lord, you know everything; you know that I love you.' Jesus said to him, ‘Feed my sheep'” (Jn 21:17).  

Words of Wisdom: “The Eucharist is the bread that gives 
strength... It is at once the most eloquent proof of His love 
and the most powerful means of fostering His love in us. He 
gives Himself every day so that our hearts as burning coals 
may set afire the hearts of the faithful.” 

                       – St. Damien de Veuster 

We pray for the repose of the souls of those 
recently departed: Esteban Pelaez, Edward Harvey 
Fisher; Blanche Rose Almerico; Irma Mae Scarinci; 
Bernard Gant; Edward Frank Cigarran; Adele Smith; 
Alice Theard; Joesphine Tornero; William Haladay; 

Susan Morrison; Peter Nunes; Roberta Castellani; Felix 
Cayon, Sr.; Edward D. Bocchino; and Luis Alfredo Gonzalez. 
 

Please remember in your prayers those with particular 
health needs: Dave Beiro; Karen Lepa-Rottler; Dan Teal; 
Paul Martin; Margaret Uremovich; Linda Taylor; Rosemary 
Fenton; Freida Cardona; Mary García; and Lucy Rosario. 

Faith and Reason: Another person who exemplifies the 
complementarity of faith and reason is 
Blessed Father Francesco Faà di Bruno 
(1825-1888).  He was Italian priest and 
musician as well as a leading mathematician 
at his time.  Francisco is best known for his 
“Faà di Bruno” formula, elimination theory, 

and theory of elliptic functions.  He was also a noted spiritual 
writer and worked closely with St. John Bosco in caring for 
the poor of Turin.  When Francesco was in his late 40s, he felt 
the call to be ordained.  Rejected by the local bishop because 
of his age, Francesco appealed to Pope Pius IX and received 
his support, finally being ordained at age 51.  He founded the 
Minim Sisters of St. Zita in 1881 to provide help for maids 
and domestic servants, later expanding its outreach to include 
others, such as unmarried mothers. With their help, he also 
established another refuge, one dedicated to taking in 
prostitutes.  Blessed Francesco Faà di Bruno died in Turin on 
27 March 1888.  

Food for Thought: “Faith is to believe what you do not 
see. The reward of faith is to see what you believe.”   

                             – St. Augustine  

Are You A Vet? If you are a military veteran and have 
experienced physical, mental, emotional, 
spiritual, sexual or any other form of 
trauma during the course of your service, 
“Reboot Combat Recovery” can help.  
Please feel free to contact Fr. Gary Fukes 

at (813) 789-9934 or  email gary.fukes@va.gov for more 
information. 

Ask It Basket: “I recently had a baby.  
What are the qualifications for being a 
godparent?”  Good question!  Godparents 
are to be fully initiated Catholics (baptized, 

First Holy Communion and Confirmation) who are at least 16 
years of age and live a life in harmony with the faith.  In other 
words, they should model what it means to be a good Catholic 
Christian and if married, must be married within the Catholic 
Church.  You can have one godparent or two (male and 
female).  You can also have one Catholic godparent and one 
baptized Protestant who serves as witness.  The role of 
godparents is a great honor and so much more!  Godparents 
are to journey with the child throughout life, sharing our rich 
faith with them through their prayers, words, and deeds.  (If 
you have a question for the Ask It Basket, please contact 
frbill@stpaulchurch.com.)  

Gluten Intolerant? If you have an adverse reaction to the 
gluten found in bread, including the Holy Eucharist, 
you have several options.  First, you are welcome to 
receive the Lord in the Precious Blood.  Remember, 
He is fully in present in the smallest drop of his 
Precious Blood as well as in the smallest particle of 

the Host.  Second, there are low-gluten or “gluten free” altar 
breads available which contain less than 0.00042% gluten.  If 
you would like to know more about the procedure we use at 
St. Paul to distribute the low-gluten Hosts, see Fr. Bill or 
Elizabeth or call (813) 961-3023. 
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Home Makers of Hope Ministry:  We 
continue to accept new or slightly used 
items on Fridays from 10:00am to 

12:00pm in the Parish Center. We are in desperate need of 
towels, bedsheets and comforters (please label size  twin, 
full or queen), shower curtains and bath mats. 

Questions?  
Email:  home-makers-of-hope@stpaulchurch.com 

Shawls of Hope: Inviting all knitters and 

crocheters to create shawls and baby blankets as a 

source of comfort and prayer.  Next meeting is 

Friday, May 10th at 10:00am in the Parish Center. 

The St. Paul Council of Catholic 
Women will meet for their General 
Meeting on Thursday, May 9th at 7:00pm 
in the Family Center, Section 1. The CCW 
members will be having a baby shower for 
The Foundation of Life Pregnancy Center. 

SOS Human Trafficking 
Ministry at St. Paul Catholic 
Church provides awareness and 
education, conducts fund-raising 
events and offers spiritual 
rehabilitation to survivors. The ministry encourages others to 
use their God inspired passions to help put an end to human 
trafficking while joining in the fight against modern day 
slavery.  If you have questions or are interested in joining our 
ministry, please let us know.  
 

The SOS Human Trafficking Ministry’s next meeting will be 
held on Thursday, May 9th at 7:00pm in the St. Michael 
Building.  Brent Woody from the Justice Restoration Center, 
will be the guest speaker.  Everyone is welcome! 

Email us at humantrafficking@stpaulchurch.com or call 
Cathy Hayter at (813) 843-8969 

DIABETES SUPPORT GROUP 
Wednesday, May 8th 

7:30 pm                                    
Parish Center-Room E 

St. Vincent de Paul Society 
Pantry Hours 

Monday & Thursday 9:00 am - 12:00 pm    
Assistance Line: (813) 264-3325  

 
Our St. Vincent de Paul Food Pantry feeds more than 60 
families each week.  Feeding so many, our pantry shelves 
don’t stay full for very long.  
     

If you would like to help, food donations can be left in the 
marked baskets in the church Narthex.  Monetary donations 
can be dropped in the Poor Box, also located in the Narthex. 
Please make sure to specify SVDP in the memo line for check 
donations or you may use an offertory envelope for cash 
donations and label it SVDP.  
       

Thank you for your generosity! ~ SVDP Society 
 

                          Wish List This Week:   
                      Cereal, Ramen Noodles 
 

    Please note we are unable to use expired items. 

ROSARY MAKERS MINISTRY 
The Rosary Makers Ministry will be holding a training 

class for individuals wishing to learn to make 

missionary style rosaries.  If you are interested in 

learning how to make rosaries and would like 

information on the training class,  please contact: 

 Gary Hays 

(352) 817-4087 or grh1echo@aol.com 

 

 

St. Francis of Assisi Ministry 

Our ministry will hold our first Prayer Service/Meet 
and Greet in the Park on Saturday, May 18, 2019 at 
9:00am at the Carrollwood Village Park.  The address 
for our meeting location is 4680 West Village Drive, 
Tampa, Florida 33624. 
 

If you have any questions or would like to submit a 
prayer request for your pet, please email our 

ministry at:  st-francis-ministry@stpaulchurch.com 
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Legal Consultation and Referral Service  
Every Monday by appointment only 

  Please call (813) 961-3023 

Divorced and Separated Support Group 
This ministry provides caring support for both women and 
men experiencing separation or divorce.  The group meets 
every Friday night at 7:30pm in the St. Paul Parish Center.  
You may come as often as you would like...every week, once a 
month or whenever it is convenient for you.  No charges/no 
fees.  All are welcome!  For more information and to answer 
any questions, please call Don Hemke at (813) 205-1735. 

Counseling Services 
Offered by Dr. Pat Berne 

Please call (813) 961-3023 to make an appointment 

AA Meetings:  Do you feel your life is out of control?  Is 
Alcohol ruining your life?  Help is here!  Our parish is blessed 
to host weekly Alcoholics Anonymous meetings every 
Wednesday at 8:15pm in the St Michael Building.  For more 
information, call (813) 933-9123.  May God bless you! 

‘Do you love me?' and Peter said to him, ‘Lord, you know everything; you know that I love you.' Jesus said to him, ‘Feed my sheep'” (Jn 21:17).  

Priests of St. Paul Catholic Church 
(l to r) Father George Gyasi, Father Bill Swengros (Pastor),  

and Father Bob Romaine 

 

There are only three places left for the pilgrimage to see 
the Passion Play in Oberammergau, Germany and the 
Danube River Cruise.  We will leave on July 29, 2020. In 
addition to seeing the Passion Play, we will visit the 
medieval city of Innsbruck (pictured), the baroque 
Benedictine Abbey of Ettal, the romantic castle of 
Neuschwanstein before embarking on a cruise up the 
Danube River...visiting such picturesque cities as 
Nuremberg, Regensburg, Passau, Melk, Vienna and 
Budapest!  

Be sure to reserve your spots now!   
 

Call Margie at 1-800-644-4659  
 

 

 

 

 

1st Prize:  Four, one year annual passes to Busch  

       Gardens, Adventure Island and Seaworld 

2nd Prize:  Publix $300 Gift Card  

3rd Prize:  Amazon $200 Gift Card 
 

DONATIONS 
• $5 per ticket or $20 for 5 tickets. 
• Purchase your tickets after all Masses in the 

Portico during the weekends of May 18 & 19 and 
May 25 & 26. 

 

RAFFLE DATE AND LOCATION 
Sunday, June 2 at 5:30pm Mass  

at St. Paul Catholic Church 

The Panama Mission Ministry says 
“Thank You”! 

 

We would like to thank everyone in the parish for all their 
generous support for the Panama Mission during the month 
of April.   We had an amazing response to our raffle, palm 
cross sale and medical supplies donation basket.  All your 
support is greatly appreciated!  Please pray for a successful 
mission trip June 5-12, 2019.  For more information, contact 
panamamission@stpaulchurch.com. 
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OFFERTORY FOR SUNDAY, APRIL 28th 
 

Offertory: $ 21,913 

Online Giving:  $ 16,820 

Attendance:  3,514 

Envelopes:  754 
 

Thank you very much for your generosity! 

Sign up for Online Giving!   
It’s simple and convenient.   

Go to stpaulchurch.com, and click on the Online Giving 
link for more info on how to sign up.   

Remember us!  Resolve now not to be 
numbered among the more than 60% 
of adult Americans who die intes-
tate.  If you die without a will the State 
will determine how your assets are to 

be disposed of.  In addition to remembering your loved 
ones, include the parish in your will or beneficiaries of 
your trust or life insurance.  See your attorney for assis-
tance or contact Michael Maloney at the parish office 
(813-961-3023); MMaloney@StPaulChurch.com). 

 

Thank you to our parishioners who 
have responded generously with pledges 
and gifts in support of our 2019 Annual 
Pastoral Appeal.  Your generosity helps 
our parish support the ministries, 
programs and services provided by our 

local diocesan Church.  To date, we have received $384,224 
from 653 households toward our $452,049 goal.  If you 
have not yet made your pledge or gift, it’s not too late!  
Every gift is courageous, no gift is too small and each gift 
changes a life.  We want your participation and need your 
support.  BE COURAGEOUS! 

Coffee & Donuts 
Your Host Today:  

Knights of  Columbus 
 

If there is an event going on at St. Paul’s, you are sure to 
see these fine men in their yellow shirts helping out.  
They are true stewards of the church.  Please come and 
say thank you, and if you are a male and not a member, 
see how you can join this fraternity devoted to helping 
the church.   

For more information, contact: 

Chuck Glass 
KofC@stpaulchurch.com 

A Stewardship Moment … 

This weekend’s Gospel reading 
from John enjoys a number of 
themes not least of which has to 
do with hearing Christ’s call to 

live differently but returning to our “comfort zones.” 
Even after seeing the risen Lord and receiving his 
blessing and missionary charge, his disciples go back to 
what they were doing before Jesus first called them. 
Instead of continuing Jesus’ ministry, they return to the 
life they knew. When faced with the choice between 
embarking on a new way of life or staying where life is 
familiar and comfortable, they chose the latter. Good 
stewards know that Christ has called them to open 
their hearts and live in a different way.  

Christ Our Lord,  
risen Lord,  

light of the world,  
to you be all praise and glory!  

 

Shine your light on us this Easter season  
so that we may reflect brilliantly the glory of your 

resurrection.  
 

Make us a blessing for those who suffer,  
live in fear or who are overwhelmed by life.  

 

Let the Spirit fill our hearts with your loving presence  
so that we may become good stewards of your Gospel  

out of love for you who, for our sakes, lived, died  
and rose from the dead;  

you who live and reign with your Father,  
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,  

one God, for ever and ever.  
 

Amen.  

A STEWARDSHIP PRAYER FOR MAY 



 

 

Courageously Living the Gospel! Page 13 

On a Lighter Note! After God created 24 
hours of alternating darkness and light, one of 
the angels asked him, “What are you going to 
do now?” God said, “I think I'm going to call 
it a day.”  

Faith in Action: “Peter was distressed that 
Jesus had said to him a third time, ‘Do you love 
me?' and he said to him, ‘Lord, you know 
everything; you know that I love you.' Jesus said 
to him, ‘Feed my sheep'” (Jn 21:17). All of us 

are challenged to show our love for Jesus and others. Discern 
how God is calling you to use your time in prayer, your talent 
in charitable works and your treasure to assist those who in 
need. Remember that giving is an act of worship and helps 
advance the mission of our parish and greater Church.  

‘Do you love me?' and Peter said to him, ‘Lord, you know everything; you know that I love you.' Jesus said to him, ‘Feed my sheep'” (Jn 21:17).  

Living Faith: In today’s Gospel, 
Jesus appeared to the disciples on the 
shores of the Sea of Galilee after the 
resurrection.  At first they did not 
recognize that it was Jesus.  Likewise, 

we encounter the Risen Lord each day of our lives.  Most of 
the time, we don’t recognize him in the faces of the poor, 
elderly, sick, and oppressed.  Today, take time to share with 
another person a time you did recognize him.  

 

 CUB SCOUT PACK 143 
Open to all boys and girls! 

 
 

For more information on how to join  
Cub Scout Pack 143, contact: 

 

George Melendez 
(813) 928-2765 or cubscouts@stpaulchurch.com 

I.  Acts 5:27-32, 40-41.  An Early Trial  
   Scene. 
 
Reflection: This reading describes some 
of the earliest problems that the followers 
of Jesus had with the establishment that 
had convicted and crucified the Lord.  A 
few verses prior, the "apostles" had been 
imprisoned, but had been released by an 
angel.  Luke portrays Peter using a 
Socratic argument, obedience to God is 
prior to obedience to men.  This reading 
also uses "Savior" as a title, used  four 
times by Luke, never used by Mark or 
Matthew, and only once by John. Recall 
that "Savior" was commonly used in the 
Roman empire to refer to the Emperor; 
hence, Luke offers a picture of a 
politically charged interchange. Recall, 
also, that the disciples received what Pilate 
had offered to do to Jesus....flog him and 
release him.   
 
II. Second Reading: Revelation 5:11-

14.  A Heavenly Vision. 

Reflection:  As mentioned last week, 
this book is part of a literary genre 
known as "Apocalyptic," which 
describes a "Revelation" to the Seer by 
God of things no ordinary mortals 
would ever see.  This describes one part 
of a larger scene, presumably at the End 
of Time, where God has entrusted the 
entire world to the Lamb that has been 
sacrificed (Jesus).  The heavenly court 
has just acknowledged the primacy of 
Jesus as having created a line of kings 
and priests to rule the world.  What we 
read is the universal acclimation of 
worthiness; and we also see that the 
entirety of creation continues to affirm 
to the Father (one seated on the throne) 
and to the Son (the Lamb) that they 
equally deserve eternal praise and 
honor....due only to God.  At the 
conclusion, the Court of God 
worshipped both.  Realize that this was 
written at the end of the First Century, 
more than 200 years prior to the 
Council of Nicea where the theology of 
the Trinity was affirmed. 
 
III. John 21: 1-19.  A Post Resurrection  
   Appearance. 

 Reflection:  This famous passage is part 
of the "second ending" of the Gospel of 
John.  Not only does it describe the 
appearance of Jesus to Simon Peter, but 
includes a miraculous sign, similar to that 
miraculous catch of fish like Luke 
describes in his Ch. 5.  The symbolism of 
the gigantic catch is clear, referring to the 
success they will have in inviting others to 
become followers of the Lord.  Notice 
also that Jesus is identified in serving the 
disciples a meal.  Recall in Chapter 6 of 
John, Jesus offers the "Bread of Life" 
discourse; here he is reinforcing the 
concept that in consuming the food that 
Jesus brings, eternal life is being offered.  
Further, this is the place where John 
affirms the primacy of Peter among the 
other disciples, where he is invested with 
the role of being "Shepherd."  The fact 
that Jesus asked "do you love me" three 
times may parallel the number of times 
that Simon Peter had denied the Lord the 
night he was betrayed.  Finally, note that 
Jesus now asks Simon Peter to "follow" 
him.  In 13:36 (washing of the feet) Simon 
Peter was told that he could not follow 
Jesus.  The reader now knows that Peter is 
destined to die on a cross. 

Due to copyright restrictions, we are not 
able to print the Scriptures with the 

Reflections of Dr. Jack Conroy.   

Saints of God: This Friday is the Feast of St. Damien of 
Molokai.  He was born in Belgium in 1840 to a 
poor farmer and his wife. At the age of 13, he 
quit school to help his parents on the farm; 
when he was nineteen, he entered the 
Congregation of the Sacred Hearts of Jesus and 
Mary.  Damien's older brother, Pamphile, was 

also a priest in this congregation and had offered his service to 
the care of the lepers on the Island of Molokai. When he fell 
ill and couldn't go to the mission, Damien volunteered to take 
his place. The saint offered to stay in the leper colony 
permanently - he built schools, churches, hospitals and 
coffins. He was later joined in his work by the Franciscan 
Sisters of Syracuse, led by St. Marianne Cope. St. Damien 
contracted the disease himself, but continued to serve the 
mission until his death in 1889.  


