
Oh Come, Let us Adore Him!  
Every Wednesday and Friday  

 Corpus Christi                                                                 Sunday, June 14, 2020  

"Formed by Word and Sacrament, we, the people of St. Paul Catholic Church,  
are a Spirit-led, Eucharist-centered, vibrant multicultural Christian  

community of faith, living our love for God and neighbor while growing together as disciples of Christ." 

 

 
WEEKEND MASSES 

 

Saturday Vigil Masses 
5:30pm   

Missa em Português: 7:30pm 
 

Sunday Masses 
7:30am, 9:00am, 10:45am,  

12:30pm, 5:30pm 
Misa en Español:  2:00pm  

 

WEEKDAY MASSES 
 

Monday through Friday 
7:30am and 12:15pm 

 

Saturday 
8:30am 

 

First Friday Mass 7:30pm 
Third Friday Mass 7:30pm 

*Fourth Friday Mass 7:30pm  
*(en Español) 

 

Reconciliation (Confession) 
Monday - Friday  
11:00am - Noon 

 

Saturdays 
10:00am and 4:00pm  

or upon request 
 

Eucharistic Exposition 
Monday -  Friday 
8:00am – 4:00pm 

 

Morning Prayer 
Monday - Friday 7:00am 

Saturday 8:00am 

 

Anointing of the Sick 
Every Second Saturday  
of the Month at 8:30am 

or upon request 
 

Church Office Hours: 
Monday - Friday  

9:00am to 4:00pm 
 

Website: 
www.stpaulchurch.com 

 

Contact us at: 
info@stpaulchurch.com 

Inside This Issue... 
 

Father’s Day Novena 
Page 4 

 

Youth Group 
Page 6 

St. Paul Catholic Church 
and Preschool 

 

www.stpaulchurch.com 

12708 North Dale Mabry Highway, Tampa, Florida  33618-2802     

Phone  (813) 961-3023  †  Fax  (813) 962-8780  
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We’re here to serve you! 
 

Clergy 
Fr. Bill Swengros    Pastor 
Fr. Robert Romaine  Parochial Vicar, Adult 
 Confirmation 
Fr. Ambrose  Parochial Vicar  
Kadambukatt, OCD  
Fr. Peter Okojie Guest Priest 
Deacon Carlos Celaya  RCIA 
Deacon Ray Dever     Mental Health Support 
Deacon Frank Henriquez  Ministry to Homebound  
  and  Nursing Homes  
Deacon Rich Spiro     
 

Faith Formation 
Carmen Cayon Director and  
 FORMED Coordinator 
Sonia Eberhardt         K-5 Faith Formation  
 Coordinator, First 
 Holy Communion Prep. 
Theresa Adams          Middle School Youth
 Minister 
Laura Wendt    High School Youth 
 Minister, Confirmation 
 Coordinator 
Maria Costa                 RCIA, Marriage Prep., 
 Quinceañeras, Baptism 
Silvia Rivera               Faith Fromation
 Assistant (Records) 
 

Preschool 
Mindy Geer                Director 
 

Liturgy 
Laurie Erickson Director of  Ministries,
 Liturgy Coordinator 
Mary Gant                   Music Director 
 

Parish Support 
Brian Smith       Parish Manager  
Barbara Gray               Pastoral Administrative 
  Assistant (Scheduling)     
Sam Mathai Maintenance 
Charles Yezak, Jr.        Director of 
 Communications  
Vanessa Vasquez Communications (App, 
 Website) 
Louis Gobin Accountant 
 

 

www.stpaulchurch.com 
 

www.facebook.com/stpaultpa 
 

info@stpaulchurch.com 

 
Our Vision Statement:  

“Growing Together as Disciples 
of Christ.” 

 
Front cover photo credits:   

Charles Yezak, Jr. 

 
 

 

 

Eucharistic Adoration is available in our Santo Niño Shrine 24 hours a day, 
7 days a week.  Come and adore the Lord! 
 

Eucharistic Exposition is held inside the church Monday through Friday 
from 8:00am to 4:00pm (except for 12:00pm—1:00pm for the celebration of 
the Holy Mass).  All are welcome! 
 

The Sacrament of Reconciliation (Confession) is offered indoors in the 
church confessionals.  Confessions are now being held Monday through 
Friday from 11:00am-12:00pm and on Saturdays at 10:00am-11:00am and 
4:00pm-5:00pm. We have added an additional confessional in the priest study 
so that each priest has his own space to help provide a safer environment for 
you and our priests until the pandemic clears.  
 

We have updated the St. Paul Catholic Church Mobile App!  The app 
contains the Order of the Mass, Hymns, Daily Mass Readings, Morning 
Prayers, and other relevant information to be utilized during Mass or during 
your prayer time. Please see the advertisement below and download the 
application for free on the Apple App Store or the Android Google Play 
Store today! 

http://www.StPaulChurch.com


 

Growing Together in Christ! 
 

My dear friends, 
 
Today we celebrate the Solemnity of the Most Holy 
Body and Blood of Christ or Corpus Christi.  First 
observed by the universal Church in 1264, it is a 
celebration of the Real Presence of Christ in the 
Eucharist.  As the Council of Trent affirmed, in the 
Most Blessed Sacrament is "the Body and Blood, 
together with the Soul and Divinity, of our Lord 
Jesus Christ and, therefore, the whole Christ is truly, 
really, and substantially contained."  "The Eucharistic 
presence of Christ begins at the moment of the 
consecration and endures for as long as the 
Eucharistic species subsist.  Christ is present whole 
and entire in each of the species and whole and entire 
in each of their parts, in such a way that the breaking 
of the bread does not divide Christ" (Catechism of 
the Catholic Church, 1377). 
 
Our parish family has a wonderful history of 
Eucharistic Adoration.  During my tenure as your 
pastor, we have increased it from one night to 5 days 
a week.  Although the hours are presently limited 
from 8:00am to 4:00pm, my hope and prayer is that 
we will soon resume our normal hours.  Let me know 
when you are ready!  (smile!) 
 
As Saint John Paul II affirmed: “The Church and the 
world have a great need for Eucharistic worship.  
Jesus waits for us in this sacrament of love.  Let us 
not refuse the time to go and to meet him in 
adoration, in contemplation full of faith, and open to 
making amends for the serious offenses and crimes 
of the world.  Let our adoration never 
cease" (Dominicae cenae, 3).   
 
Pope Benedict once said: “Go to the encounter with 
Him in the Blessed Eucharist, go to adore Him in the 
churches, kneeling before the Tabernacle: Jesus will 
fill you with His love and will reveal to you the 
thoughts of His Heart. If you listen to Him, you will 
feel ever more deeply the joy of belonging to His 
Mystical Body, the Church, which is the family of His 
disciples held close by the bond of unity and love." 
 
Our Holy Father, Pope Francis summarizes: “When 
you worship Jesus in the Eucharist, you receive from  

 
 

Him the Holy Spirit and you find peace and joy. 
Dear brothers and sisters, let us choose this food of 
life! Let us make Mass our priority! Let us 
rediscover Eucharistic adoration in our 
communities! Let us implore the grace to hunger for 
God, with an insatiable desire to receive what He 
has prepared for us.” 
 
Let us pray for an increased love and devotion 
towards the Blessed Sacrament: “May the Heart of 
Jesus in the Most Blessed Sacrament be praised, 
adored, and loved with grateful affection at every 
moment in all the tabernacles of the world even to 
the end of time.  Amen.” 
 
Let us also pray for all those who have received 
their First Holy Communion this past few days.  
May they develop a lifelong passion for the 
Eucharistic Lord!  May God bless them and their 
families and catechists! 
 
Courageously growing together in Christ, 

 
 
 

 
Fr. Bill Swengros 
Pastor 
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Join us in reading the  
New Testament in 2020!  

 

At St. Paul Catholic Church, we are encouraging 

parishioners to read the New Testament in 2020.  The 

New Testament reading schedule can be found on our 

app or on our webpage at:  www.stpaulchurch.com 
 

Saturday 6/13 Mt 22:1-22 

Sunday 6/14 Mt 22:23-46 

Monday 6/15 Mt 23:1-22 

Tuesday 6/16  Mt 23:23-39 

Wednesday 6/17  Mt 24:1-28 

Thursday 6/18 Mt 24:29-51 

Friday 6/19  Mt 25:1-30 

Saturday 6/20 Mt 25:31-46 

Sunday 6/21  Mt 26:1-25 
 

For Father Bill’s commentary, join our Facebook page: 

www.facebook.com/stpaultpa 

 

Father’s Day Novena 
 

Please be sure to pick up your Father’s Day 
Novena cards available now in the Parish Office 
and the Narthex.  Please return it to the office or 
box provided so we can remember your father at 
each Mass during the month of June.  You may 

also enroll those fathers, both alive and/or 
deceased, in our Father’s Day Novena online at:  

 

www.stpaulchurch.com/fathersday 

Novena in honor of 
 

June 17  

thru 

June 25 

— 

7:00pm 

— 

Santo 

Niño 

Shrine 
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St. Paul Catholic Church to host New York Times Bestselling Author... 
 

DECEMBER 15 
7:00PM - 8:30PM 
Order your tickets online  

for this upcoming event today at:  

DynamicCatholic.com/Tampa 
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  St. Paul Faith Formation     
We are rooted in Faith and growing in grace 

THE SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM 

The world may have paused for a few months, but Praise 
be to God that many babies are being born and families 
are desiring baptism for them in our Catholic faith. We are 
here to help prepare you!  
 

All our Baptisms follow the safety protocols recommended 
by the CDC and our Bishop’s office.  If you desire baptism 
for your baby, or simply information on baptisms, please 
contact the Faith Formation Office via email at 
baptism@stpaulchurch.com or call us at (813) 961-3023. 
We are happy to help you prepare to baptize your child! 

REGISTRATION IS NOW OPEN FOR 
2020-21 FAITH FORMATION CLASSES 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Parents, you are the primary educators of your 
children in the Catholic faith.  Our Faith 
Formation Program is here to assist and 

supplement the religious education that you have 
begun in your family.  We have an online Home 

Study options as well as an excellent weekly, 
classroom-based Catholic curriculum program.   

We invite you to register your children            
(ages 5-18) in our Faith Formation Classes for Fall.  

Classes fill up fast. Don’t delay! 

Interested in receiving text messages 
regarding upcoming Youth Group 
activities and events? If YES, text: 

 

@9bf4c7 to 81010   

St. Paul Tampa Youth Group Instagram Account: 

stpaultampayg 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

June 17 (Wednesday)   
2:00pm - 5:00pm, Treehoppers 

 

June 19 (Friday)   
1:00pm -2:00pm, Lectio Divina* 

 

June 21 (Sunday)   
5:30pm, Teen Mass 

6:30pm, Movie Night* 
 

June 26 (Friday)    
1:00pm - 2:00pm, Lectio Divina* 

 

June 28 (Sunday)   
5:30pm, Teen Mass 

6:30pm, Nursing Home Decorating (service project)* 
 

For more information, please contact  
Laura Wendt, High School Youth Minister, at: 

lwendt@stpaulchurch.com 
 

Note:  Events with an * meet in the St. Paul Pavilion 
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Baptism Ministry:  Help Needed 
We are looking for active, faith filled, Catholic 
men and women who feel God is calling them 
to helping with Baptism Ministry during this 
time. The commitment is no more than 2 
hours on a Saturday morning (starting in 
June), for a few times during each month. If  

you are bilingual, that would be very helpful.  Please 
contact our office at baptism@stpaulchurch.com or by 
calling us at (813) 961-3023 for more details.   

Faith Formation Catechist 
Help Needed! 

 

Does this describe you? 
 Faith Filled, fully initiated Catholic over the age of 18 
 Loves to share their Catholic faith with others 
 Interested in being part of a mission that is about God 

and His glory 
 Interested in being a disciple maker to children and 

adults in our parish 
 

If so....we have been looking for YOU!   
 

The mission of God is about his glory, which he achieves 
through redeeming and reconciling an unworthy people to 
himself.  You and I faithfully live out the mission of God by 
being messengers of reconciliation (disciple makers) to 
children and adults in our Faith Formation/RCIA process 
here at St. Paul Catholic Church. 
 

If you are interested, please send an email to the Director 
of Religious Education, Mrs. Carmen Cayon, at 
ccayon@stpaulchurch.com or call the Faith Formation 
office at (813) 961-3023 for more information. 

 

Is God calling you today? 
 

Who is Jesus for you and 
how is your relationship to 

Him? 
 

The Rite of Christian Initiation 
for Adults (RCIA) program may 

be just for you! 
 

If you are interested in finding out about the Catholic 
Faith or if you are in need of completing your 
Sacraments of Initiation, please contact us. We offer 
different options during these challenging times.  Or, if 
you are an active catholic willing to share your faith, 
please consider joining our team! 

 

You can visit our website at 
www.stpaulchurch.com  
or contact Maria Costa at 

mcosta@stpaulchurch.com or 
call 813-961-3023 ext. 3305 

CONFIRMATION 
Teens who are prepared 
for Confirmation and were 
delayed due to the 
pandemic have been 
invited to receive this 
Sacrament at one of two 
special Masses in June via 
Sign Up Genius.  
 

If you have not yet selected 
the Mass for your teen or if 
you need more information 

regarding this Sacrament, Please contact the Faith 
Formation office at (813) 961-3023 or send an email to: 
confirmation@stpaulchurch.com  
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Saturday, June 13, 2020 
Memorial of Saint Anthony of Padua, Priest and Doctor of the 

Church 
8:30am  Antonio Ramones (int.) 

5:30pm   Juan A. Del Cueto †  

7:30pm   Edward, Sophie and Ronald Ratka †  
 

Sunday, June 14, 2020 
Solemnity of the Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ, Corpus 

Christi 
7:30am  Sarah Steidle † 

9:00am   Alquizola Family (int.) 

10:45am  Marge Flach † 

12:30pm  Frank Suszynski † 

2:00pm  Nora Montealegre † 

5:30pm  St. Paul Parishioners (int.) 

 

Monday, June 15, 2020 
7:30am   Izabel Gaertner † 

12:15pm Martin Boland † 
 

Tuesday, June 16, 2020 
7:30am  Particia Martinelli † 

12:15pm  John and Frances Kostkowicz † 
  

Wednesday, June 17, 2020 
7:30am  Rita Wolozyn † 

12:15pm Consecrated Life and Priestly Vocations (int.)
   

Thursday, June 18, 2020 
7:30am  Kazey L. Yezak (int.) 

12:15pm Edwin Zwiesler † 
 

Friday, June 19, 2020 
Solemnity of the Most Sacred Heart of Jesus 
7:30am  Paul Prebor †   

12:15pm Marlene Wohl † 

7:30pm  Valentin Galacio † 
   

Saturday, June 20, 2020 
Memorial of the Immaculate Heart of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
8:30am  Jonathan Lee Fernendez † 

5:30pm   Phil Petresky and Michael Petresky, Sr. †  

7:30pm   Maria Linda Alcasid †  
 

Sunday, June 21, 2020 
Twelfth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
7:30am  Pilar Galvez † 

9:00am   Tom Mast (int.) 

10:45am  Luis Pena † 

12:30pm  Kevin Mason † 

2:00pm  Jesus & Maria Contreras 40th Anniversary (int.) 

5:30pm  Lieu Nguyen † 

Scripture Readings  
for the Week of June 14, 2020 
 

Sunday Solemnity of the Most Holy Body and Blood  
 of Christ, Corpus Christi 
 Dt 8:2-3, 14b-16a; Ps 147:12-13, 14-15, 19-20;  
 1 Cor 10:16-17; Jn 6:51-58 
Monday 1 Kgs 21:1-16; Ps 5:2-3ab, 4b-6a, 6b-7;  
 Mt 5:38-42 
Tuesday 1 Kgs 21:17-29; Ps 51:3-4, 5-6ab, 11 and 16;  
 Mt 5:43-48 
Wednesday 2 Kgs 2:1, 6-14; Ps 31:20, 21, 24; Mt 6:1-6,  
 16-18 
Thursday Sir 48:1-14; Ps 97:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 7; Mt 6:7-15 
Friday Solemnity of the Most Sacred Heart of Jesus 

Dt 7:6-11; Ps 103:1-2, 3-4, 6-7, 8, 10;  
1 Jn 4:7-16; Mt 11:25-30 

Saturday Memorial of the Immaculate Heart of the  
 Blessed Virgin Mary 

2 Chr 24:17-25; Ps 89:4-5, 29-30, 31-32,  
33-34; Lk 2:41-51 

Sunday Twelfth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 Jer 20:10-13; Ps 69:8-10, 14, 17, 33-35;  
 Rom 5:12-15; Mt 10:26-33 

Pope Francis: “I remember the story of one man: an 
important government leader not from 
these days, but from the past. An atheist 
who had no religious feeling in his heart, 
but as a child he heard his grandmother 
pray, and this remained in his heart. And 

at a very difficult time in his life, that memory returned to his 
heart and said: “But my grandmother used to pray...”. He thus 
began to pray with his grandmother’s formulas, and there he 
found Jesus. Prayer is always a chain of life: many men and 
women who pray sow life. 
 

Prayer sows life, small prayers: this is why it is so important to 
teach children to pray. I suffer when I encounter children who 
do not know how to make the sign of the Cross. They have to 
be taught to make the sign of the Cross properly, because it is 
the first prayer. Then perhaps they may forget, take another 
path, but the first prayers learned as a child remain in the 
heart, because they are a seed of life, the seed of dialogue with 
God.” (Pope Francis, Audience, 27 May 2020). For the full 
document, see www.vatican.va).  

Thought for the Day: “Holy Communion is the shortest 
and safest way to heaven.”   
 

        – St. Pius X 

“Golden Arrow” Prayer  
May the most holy, most 
sacred, most adorable, most incomprehensible and ineffable 
Name of God be forever praised, blessed, loved, adored and 
glorified in Heaven, on earth, and under the earth, by all the 
creatures of God, and by the Sacred Heart of Our Lord Jesus 
Christ, in the Most Holy Sacrament of the Altar. Amen. 
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We pray for the repose of the souls of those recently 
departed: Robert Thomas Beach, Jan Jenkins, Yolanda 
Blechingberg, Hortensia Reyes, Jorge Capote, Nick B. 
Scaglione, Laura Alburquerque, Betty McCaffrey, Silvia 
Garcia, Michael Muraszewski, Dahlia Martinez, Betty 
McCaffrey Lincoln Gobin, Julio Herrera, and Paul Gonzalez. 
 
 

Please remember in your prayers those with 
various health needs: John Morrow, Bonnie 
Cayon, Billy Diaz, Patricia Smith, Jaime Zambrano, 
Mary Garcia, Allan Garcia, Frank Loscalzo, Doreen 
Miller and Leelah Sharma. 

Looking Ahead!  June 19: 7:00pm Rosary 
and Mass in honor of Our Lady of Good 
Health and Feast of Sacred Heart of Jesus; 
June 20: Immaculate Heart of Mary; June 21: 
Father’s Day; June 24: 7:00pm RCIA 

Initiations; June 25: 7:00pm Rosary and 7:00pm Senor de las 
Maravillas and Amor de Jesus; June 26: 7:00pm 
Confirmations; June 27: 2:00pm Confirmations; July 3: 
7:00pm Rosary and Mass in honor of Santo Nino; July 4:  
Independence Day; July 25-26: Apostles of the Eucharist 
Retreat; August 5: 7:00pm Nuestro Fiat Anniversary Rosary 
and Mass; August 7:  Beginning of School Year Mass at 
12:15pm; August 9-12: Faith Formation begins! Don’t forget 
to buy your tickets for Matthew Kelly on December 15, 
2020 at www.DynamicCatholic.com/Tampa 

Ask It Basket:  “Our grown children are very 
active in a non-Catholic church.  If we attend 
services at their church, does that meet the 
qualification for Sunday attendance?”   

 

No.  It doesn’t.  I do think it is a beautiful gesture to go to 
their service as a sign of support for them and their children.  
Hopefully you will feel welcomed and it will give you new 
insight into the faith of your children.  You should also go to 
a local Catholic Church for the Holy Mass.  Why?  First of all, 
to receive the Blessed Sacrament and to fulfill the precepts of 
the Church.  Second, so that you can give witness to the 
importance of your faith.  Invite your family to join you.  
Who knows?  It could be opening a door for them to return 
home to the Catholic faith. 
 

If you have a question for the Ask It Basket, please send an 
email to Father Bill Swengros at: frbill@stpaulchurch.com 

Divine Mercy in My Soul:  “O my Jesus, You are the life of 
my life. You know only too well that I long 
for nothing but the glory of Your Name and 
that souls come to know Your goodness. 
Why do souls avoid You, Jesus?-I don't 

understand that. Oh, if I could only cut my heart into tiny 
pieces and in this way offer to You, O Jesus, each piece as a 
heart whole and entire, to make up in part for the hearts that 
do not love You! I love You, Jesus, with every drop of my 
blood, and I would gladly shed my blood for You to give You 
a proof of the sincerity of my love. O God, the more I know 
You the less I can comprehend You, but this ‘non-
comprehension’ lets me realize how great You are! And it is 
this impossibility of comprehending You which enflames my 
heart anew for You, O Lord. From the moment when You let 
me fix the eyes of my soul on You, O Jesus, I have been at 
peace and desired nothing else. I found my destiny at the 
moment when my soul lost itself in You, the only object of 
my love. In comparison with you, everything is nothing. 
Sufferings, adversities, humiliations, failures and suspicions 
that have come my way are splinters that keep alive the fire of 
my love for You, O Jesus” (n. 57). 

Morning Prayer:  Every morning, Monday through Friday, 
we celebrate Morning Prayer at 7:10 in the 
church.  On Saturday, we begin at 8:10.  
Morning Prayer is part of the Liturgy of the 
Hours.  This ancient prayer fulfills the Lord’s 
precept to pray without ceasing, at once 

offering its prayers to God the Father and interceding for the 
salvation of the world.  Come and join us! 

Sacred Heart of Jesus and Immaculate Heart of Mary:  
Rooted in Sacred Scripture, 
nur tur ed  through  pr iva t e 
revelation, and flowering in the 
hearts of believers from the 
beginnings of our faith, devotion 
to the Sacred Heart of Jesus (June 
19) and Immaculate Heart of 
Mary (June 20) have been a 
continual font of blessing and 
mercy for our Church.  This week 
is the perfect time to renew your 
consecration to the Most Sacred 
Hear t  of  J esus  and the 
Immaculate Heart of His Mother: 
 

Most Sacred Heart of Jesus and Immaculate Heart of 
Mary, I CONSECRATE myself and my whole family to 
you. We consecrate to you: our very being and all our 
life. All that we are. All that we have. and all that we 
love. To you we give our bodies, our hearts and our 
souls. To you we dedicate our home and our country. 
Mindful of this CONSECRATION, we now promise 
you to live the Christian way by the practice of Christian 
virtues, with regard for human respect. O most Sacred 
Heart of Jesus and Immaculate Heart of Mary, accept 
our humble confidence and this ACT OF 
CONSECRATION by which we entrust ourselves and 
all our family to you. In you, we put all our hope and we 
shall never be confounded. 

   
MOST SACRED HEART OF JESUS,  

HAVE MERCY ON US. 
 

IMMACULATE HEART OF MARY,  
BE OUR SALVATION. 



Mass Appeal: After we have gathered together as the people 
of God and recognized His presence among 
us, our Mass continues with either the 
Penitential Act or the Asperges or Renewal of 
Baptism rite.  Last week we reflected on the 
Penitential Act.  Today, let’s reflect on the 

Asperges Rite or the blessing and sprinkling of water.   
 

“Asperges” means “sprinkling” has its origins in the Old 
Testament which prescribes the sprinkling of sacrificial blood 
as a means of sanctification.  With the destruction of the 
temple, water was used: “I will sprinkle clean water upon you 
to cleanse you from all your impurities, and from all your idols 
I will cleanse you” (Ez 36:25).  In the eighth century, the 
monks began to incorporate a renewal of baptism prior to the 
liturgy.  Today we use it in place of the Penitential Act as a 
reminder of our baptism, asking the Lord to purify us from 
our sins and strengthen us so that we may be worthy of the 
mysteries we celebrate.  This is reflected in the prayer: “Renew 
the living spiring of your grace within us and grant that by this 
water we may be defended from all ills of spirit and body, and 
so approach you with hearts made clean and worthily receive 
your salvation.”   
 

Remember, every time we sign ourselves with holy water, at 
home or in the church, our intention is the same.  “May 
almighty God cleanse us of our sins ...  and make us worthy to 
sit at his table in his heavenly kingdom!” 
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Journey in the Footsteps of Jesus! Join Fr. Bill in a 
once-in-a-lifetime pilgrimage to the Holy Land April 12-22, 
2021.  Celebrate Mass where the Gabriel spoke to Mary, 
where Mary gave birth to Jesus and where Jesus performed 
his first miracle.  Climb Mount Tabor, take a boat on the 
Sea of Galilee, and pray on the Mount of Beatitudes.  Cele-
brate Mass where Jesus died and rose from the dead for our 
salvation!  We are already 3/4 full!  So please contact Margie 
ASAP to reserve your seat at 1-800-644-HOLY.  Come and 
experience the 5th Gospel!  

Mass Offerings: The Mass is the most powerful of all 
prayers since it is a participation in the 
redemptive act of Jesus Christ.  
Throughout history, it has been praised as 
a sure means of assisting both the living 
and deceased to attain eternal salvation.  
Each Mass is offered for the intentions of 
all who are present.  A special intention 
for the Mass may also be requested.  In 
this case, it is usually announced in the 
bulletin and may be included in the 

prayers of the faithful.  The suggested donation is $15 to $20, 
depending on the day.  You may also request an 
“unannounced” Mass.  This Mass will be celebrated during a 
private celebration.  It could be celebrated by one of the 
priests of the parish who are not scheduled for Mass that day 
or by a retired priest, foreign missionary, or a priest who is not 
assigned to a parish.  The suggested offering is $10.  For more 
information, stop by the parish office. 

Prayer to Avert Hurricanes: Father, all the elements of 

nature obey your command.  Calm the 

storms and hurricanes that threaten us 

and turn our fear of your power into 

praise of your goodness.  Grant this 

through our Lord Jesus Christ, Your 

Son, who lives and reigns with you and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever.  Amen. 

2020 Diaconate Discernment Sessions: Beginning this 
September, our diocesan Diaconate Office will offer a series 
of discernment sessions for those men who are considering a 
calling to ministry as a permanent deacon.  These sessions are 
required preparation for, and an integral part of, the 
application and evaluation process which will occur during the 
first half of the following year.  Before participating in the 
discernment sessions, inquirers will meet with the director of 
the program to learn about the discernment process, the 
requirements of the formation program, and the ministry of 
the deacon.  If you are interested, please contact Sue Huertas 
in the Diaconate Office: (727) 341-6826 or by email: 
smh@dosp.org 

Something Missing? There are a number of couples in our 
parish who are living in irregular marriages or 
marriages which have not been blessed in the 
Church.  Remember, it is not sufficient for 
Catholics to be civilly married or married in a 
non-Catholic church.  For validity, Catholics 

must be married in a ceremony recognized by the Church.  
Don’t wait.  We’re here to help! If nether of you was 
previously divorced, contact Maria Costa at the parish office 
(813-961-3023) to have your marriage convalidated..  It is 
very easy and won’t take much of your time.  If you or your 
spouse were previously divorced, contact Maria or the priest 
or deacon of your choosing to start the “annulment” process 
so that, hopefully, your present marriage can be convalidated.  
Let us help you! 

“There is nothing so great as the Eucharist. If God had 
something more precious, He would have given it to us.”     
              
                — St. John Vianney 
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License # CHC 110273  

Excellence in Catholic preschool education for 40 years 

Office: 813-264-3314 ▪ Email: director@stpaulchurch.com 

PRESCHOOL ASSISTANT DIRECTOR  
POSITION OPENING 

We are forming a search committee to hire a new 
Assistant Director for our preschool.  If you know of 
a qualified candidate, please encourage the 
individual to apply on the diocesan website at: 
https://www.dosp.org/schools-office/position-
openings-2 

While school stops during the summer, learning never 
should! Keep reading every day with your child. Read 
EVERYTHING (signs, contents of packaging, etc.) and a 
variety of books: fiction and nonfiction, comics or wordless 
books, beginning readers or stories with a more intricate 
plot. Encourage discussion while reading by responding to 
questions or helping children relate the book to their own 
experience.  Point to words in a story as they are read and 
let your child take a turn “reading” the book to you.   
 

The preschool has openings in the 3 and 4 year-old classes 
for the 2020-2021 school year.  For more information, 
please call the preschool office at 813-264-3383 or send an 
email to director@stpaulchurch.com 
 

       — Mindy Geer, Director 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Below is last week’s attendance so you can choose a 
Mass with greater physical spacing.  Our church has 880 
seats.  220 is 25% capacity and 440 is 50% capacity.   

 
= 55 ATTENDEES 
 

Daily Masses:  Week of June 1 - 6, 2020  
 
7:30am Daily Mass (average = 57 attendees) 
 
12:15pm Daily Mass (average = 97 attendees) 
  
8:30am Saturday Mass (average = 51 attendees) 
 

Weekend Masses:  June 6 - 7, 2020 
 
Saturday  
5:30pm Vigil    129 attendees 
 
7:30pm Vigil [Portuguese]  66 attendees  
 
Sunday  
7:30am    127 attendees 
 
9:00am    198 attendees 
 
10:45am   207 attendees 
   
12:30pm    158 attendees 
 
2:00pm [Spanish]  194 attendees 
 
5:30pm    202 attendees 

 
 
As you can see, there is plenty of room “in the inn!”  
Please remember to wear a mask or facial covering, bring 
hand sanitizer, and observe physical distancing.   
 

If you have are sick or have been exposed to someone 
who is sick, please stay safer-at-home.  If you are 
vulnerable to Covid-19 or especially anxious about 
becoming ill, please stay sater-at-home.  Lastly, if you are 
unwilling to follow our protocols, please stay safer-at-
home.  We understand and so does the Lord!  We will 
continue to broadcast the Masses every day on 
www.StPaulChurch.com and the StPaul Tampa Parish 
Facebook page.  May God bless you! 
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Filipino Community 
We welcome all our brothers and sisters from 
the Philippines and all over the world who are 
visiting us and we hope you would make of St. 
Paul Parish your spiritual home.  Please visit our 

Santo Niño Shrine adjacent to the church and join us for our 
Perpetual Novena to the Santo Niño Devotion and Rosary to 
our Blessed Mother every first Friday at 7:00pm. For 
information, please contact Susan and Ed Bilbao at 503-6460 
or via email at filipino@stpaulchurch.com 

Comunidad Hispana   
 

Bienvenidos Todos! A aquellos que nos visitan por primera 
vez les damos la mas cordial bienvenida a St. Paul.  Nos 
gustaría mucho que se registraran en nuestra parroquia y 

hagan de éste su hogar espiritual. 
Para encontrar mas información 
sobre los ministerios en nuestra 
parroquia por favor revise el boletín 
en Español que esta a su disposición 
a la entrada de la Iglesia. Contamos 

con Grupos de Oración, Coros, Dialogo Matrimonial, Estudio 
Bíblico, Cursillo, y muchos más en nuestro idioma! Les 
esperamos! Email:  hispanic@stpaulchurch.com 

Comunidade Brasileira     
Bem-vindos a todos aqueles que nos visitam pela primeira vez, 
damos-lhe as mais cordiais boas-vindas a St. 
Paul. Gostaríamos, se você se registrar em 
nossa paróquia e que faria a este o seu lar 
espiritual. Para encontrar mais informações 
sobre a Comunidade Portuguesa na nossa 
paróquia queira obter um boletim em 
português na entrada da igreja. Que a paz de Cristo esteja com 
você. Email:  brazilian@stpaulchurch.com 

Indian Community 
 

We cordially invite you 

and your family to join 

us in celebrating the 

special Novena Prayer 

and Mass in honor of 

“Our Lady of Good 

Health” at St. Paul 

Catholic Church on 

every third Friday at 7:00pm. Please contact us via email at: 

ourladyofgoodhealth@stpaulchurch.com 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Sign up for  
Online Giving!  

It’s fast, simple and 
convenient.  

 

Go to 

stpaulchurch.com  
and click on the 
Online Giving link or 
scan the QR code to 
the right with your 
phone for more info 
on how to sign up. 

 

 

St. Vincent  
de Paul  
Society 

 

Pantry Hours 
Monday & Thursday 9:00am - 12:00pm    

Assistance Line: (813) 264-3325  
 
The St. Vincent de Paul Society (SVDP) continues to 
accept non-perishable food, cleaning supplies, gift 
cards to local grocery stores and monetary donations.  
If you would like to assist those in need, all donations 
for the St. Vincent de Paul Food Pantry may be 
dropped off at the Parish Office between the hours of 
9:00am - 4:00pm, Monday through Friday.  If you 
would like to volunteer to assist with food distribution, 
please send an email to:  svdp@stpaulchurch.com.  
Needs for this week include: 

 
Thank you for your generosity! ~ SVdP Society 

 

*Please note we are unable to use expired items* 

• Canned Fruit 

• Canned Soup 

• Pasta 

• Pasta Sauce 

• Peanut Butter 

• Pork & Beans 

• Powdered Milk 

• Rice 

• Syrup 



        Growing Together in Christ! Page 13 

Liturgical Ministries: St. Paul Parish is a great place because 
so many people are actively part of it! THANK 
YOU for sharing your outstanding gifts of time and 
talent! Our Volunteers are priceless!  Pray and 
contact us if you can help in these ways: Altar 

Servers, Eucharistic Ministers of Holy Communion,, 
Ushers, Lectors, and Sacristans. 
 

Please contact Laurie Erickson, at (813) 961-3023 or send an 
email to:  lerickson@stpaulchurch.com  

 
I. Deuteronomy 8:2-3, 14b-16a.  
"Not by bread alone..." 
 

Reflection:  This is part of Moses' 
"Second Discourse" to his people as 
they wandered in  the deser t .  
Remember, the "Desert" was both a 
place where God was most present to 
His People, but also was a place where 
evil lurked.  After Jesus' baptism, he 
spent  40 days in the desert, and Satan 
tempted Him there.  When Satan urged 
Jesus to demonstrate his power by 
turning stones into bread, He quoted 
the words Moses used in this reading.  
We can visualize our world today as a 
kind of "desert."  It is filled with 
temptations to utilize our power for the 
wrong reasons.  And while we feel that 
"breadwinning" is our "job," we might 
ask just what "bread" we are so intent 
on "winning."  That is the role of 
Scripture:  to challenge us to evaluate 
whether our "bread" is the bread that 
gives real life or whether it has the same 
nourishment as stones. 
 
 
 

II. 1  C o r i n t h i a n s  1 0 : 1 6 - 1 7 .  
Participation in the Body. 
 

Reflection: In the 16th & 17th Centuries, 
the issue of "Real Presence" became a 
vital concern for the Church.  For this was 
one of the issues that the Reformers 
challenged.  The argument raged on all 
fronts, even in the world of art.  Peter 
Paul Rubens created several masterpieces 
(currently hanging in the Ringling 
Museum in Sarasota) that emphasize the 
"Real Presence" of Christ in the Species.  
However, there is also a tradition that is as 
ancient, and that is that the Eucharist is 
that which "makes us One."  We see this 
in today's reading, and we see it also in  
Didache (late first, early second century) 
9:4 emphasized the unifying element of 
the Eucharist, recalling that it was superior 
to the manna referred to in the First 
Reading.  This idea is central to St. Paul: 
that we are, indeed, One Body with 
Christ.  Hence, the Eucharist is a 
"horizontal" experience of each one of us 
with others, as well as a "vertical" 
experience.  This former is sometimes 
forgotten under the influence of the latter.   
 
 
III. John 6:51-58. From Bread of Life 
Discourse. 

Reflection: Remember that the Last 
Supper as described by  John does not 
include "words of institution" of the 
Eucharist as we have in Matthew, Mark 
and Luke.  Hence, we may here see the 
"words of institution" as presented by 
John.  Note that here "flesh" is used, 
not "body."  But in Aramaic, there was 
no separate word for "body."  In fact, 
Fr. Raymond Brown points out that in 
Aramaic, Jesus would have said, "This is 
my flesh."  Plus, Ignatius of Antioch 
(writing in the early 2nd Century) uses 
"flesh" in reference to the Eucharist.  
We must also realize how radical this 
idea was to Jews.  For the "eater of 
flesh" was Satan; and drinking blood 
was forbidden.  We, to whom these 
ideas are common, can have no idea 
how difficult it must have been to 
communicate the vitality of the 
Eucharist as the Lord's Body and Blood.  
Note also that earlier in this same 
chapter 6, Jesus had said that "belief" 
produced "eternal life." (v. 40).  Here, 
however, we have an evolution of 
thought, emphasizing that it is the 
Eucharist that produces Eternal Life.  
This, of course, is the central theme.  
For this is the vehicle of the expression 
of Jesus' love, the food that brings 
Eternal Life. † 

Due to copyright restrictions, we are not 
able to print the Scriptures with the 

Reflections of Dr. Jack Conroy.   

Deo Gratis: We give thanks to the parents of our 
First Communicants, their catechists, and our 
Faith Formation team for all they did to ensure 
our children were well prepared to receive their 

First Holy Communion.  May God bless you all!  We also 
thank all those continue to donate online or mail in or drop 
off their donations.  May God bless you for your faithfulness 
and generosity! 

Faith in Action: “Because there is one bread, we 
who are many are one body, for we all partake of 
the one bread” (1 Cor 10:17).  As disciples of 
Jesus, we are called to lead holy lives and invite 

others to join us. Living a stewardship lifestyle, being grateful 
and generous with our gifts, serves a twofold purpose. One, it 
helps build God's kingdom here on earth. Two, it helps us 
strengthen each other's relationship with God the Father, 
Jesus, and the Holy Spirit. It becomes our road map to 
Heaven. Let's help each other get there! 

Living Liturgy: On the Feast of Corpus Christi 
we revere the gift of the Eucharist in our lives.  
This past year, how has the gift of Christ’s Body 
and Blood affected your life? 

Parish Website:  www.stpaulchurch.com 

Please Note: We strive to accommodate 
those with special needs.  If you have a special 
need, please contact the Minsters of Hospitality 
prior to the Mass so that we may assist you. A 
priest, deacon, or Extraordinary Minister of 

Communion will gladly bring the Eucharist to you.  Let us 
know how we may serve you better! 


