
Oh Come, Let us Adore Him!  
Every Wednesday and Friday  

 13th Sunday in Ordinary Time                                      Sunday, June 22, 2020 

"Formed by Word and Sacrament, we, the people of St. Paul Catholic Church,  
are a Spirit-led, Eucharist-centered, vibrant multicultural Christian  

community of faith, living our love for God and neighbor while growing together as disciples of Christ." 

 

 
WEEKEND MASSES 

 

Saturday Vigil Masses 
5:30pm   

Missa em Português: 7:30pm 
 

Sunday Masses 
7:30am, 9:00am, 10:45am,  

12:30pm, 5:30pm 
Misa en Español:  2:00pm  

 

WEEKDAY MASSES 
 

Monday through Friday 
7:30am and 12:15pm 

 

Saturday 
8:30am 

 

First Friday Mass 7:30pm 
Third Friday Mass 7:30pm 

*Fourth Friday Mass 7:30pm  
*(en Español) 

 

Reconciliation (Confession) 
Monday - Friday  
11:00am - Noon 

 

Saturdays 
10:00am and 4:00pm  

or upon request 
 

Eucharistic Exposition 
Monday -  Friday 
8:00am – 4:00pm 

 

Morning Prayer 
Monday - Friday 7:00am 

Saturday 8:00am 

 

Anointing of the Sick 
Every Second Saturday  
of the Month at 8:30am 

or upon request 
 

Church Office Hours: 
Monday - Friday  

9:00am to 4:00pm 
 

Website: 
www.stpaulchurch.com 

 

Contact us at: 
info@stpaulchurch.com 

INSIDE THIS ISSUE… 
 

“Virtual” St. Paul  
Family Meetings 

Page 2 
 

Covid-19 Pressure 
Page 11 

St. Paul Catholic Church 
and Preschool 

 

www.stpaulchurch.com 

12708 North Dale Mabry Highway, Tampa, Florida  33618-2802     

Phone  (813) 961-3023  †  Fax  (813) 962-8780  
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We’re here to serve you! 
 

Clergy 
Fr. Bill Swengros    Pastor 
Fr. Robert Romaine  Parochial Vicar, Adult 
 Confirmation 
Fr. Ambrose  Parochial Vicar  
Kadambukatt, OCD  
Fr. Peter Okojie Guest Priest 
Deacon Carlos Celaya  RCIA 
Deacon Ray Dever     Mental Health Support 
Deacon Frank Henriquez  Ministry to Homebound  
  and  Nursing Homes  
Deacon Rich Spiro     
 

Faith Formation 
Carmen Cayon Director and  
 FORMED Coordinator 
Sonia Eberhardt         K-5 Faith Formation  
 Coordinator, First 
 Holy Communion Prep. 
Theresa Adams          Middle School Youth
 Minister 
Laura Wendt    High School Youth 
 Minister, Confirmation 
 Coordinator 
Maria Costa                 RCIA, Marriage Prep., 
 Quinceañeras, Baptism 
Silvia Rivera               Faith Fromation
 Assistant (Records) 
 

Preschool 
Mindy Geer                Director 
 

Liturgy 
Laurie Erickson Director of  Ministries,
 Liturgy Coordinator 
Mary Gant                   Music Director 
 

Parish Support 
Brian Smith       Parish Manager  
Barbara Gray               Pastoral Administrative 
  Assistant (Scheduling)     
Sam Mathai Maintenance 
Charles Yezak, Jr.        Director of 
 Communications  
Vanessa Vasquez Communications (App, 
 Website) 
Louis Gobin Accountant 
 

 

www.stpaulchurch.com 
 

www.facebook.com/stpaultpa 
 

info@stpaulchurch.com 
 

Our Vision Statement:  
“Growing Together as Disciples 

of Christ.” 
 

Front cover and pages 2, 3, 6 and 10 photo credits:   
Charles Yezak, Jr. 

 

Page 7 photo credits:  Vance Anderson 

This week, be sure to watch and participate in our 
upcoming four-part series, “Virtual St. Paul Family 

Meetings” at 3:00pm each day starting on Tuesday, June 
30th through Friday, July 3.  Each “virtual” meeting will be 

broadcasted “LIVE” on our StPaul Tampa Parish Facebook 
page.  During each broadcast, the host of the show will 
give a brief talk, then field questions submitted on the 
comments section of the Facebook post.  Please join us 
starting this Tuesday at www.facebook.com/stpaultpa 

 
 

Tuesday, June 30 
“St. Paul and the Liturgy  
in the Covid-19 Age”  
with Laurie Erickson! 
 

Wednesday, July 1 
St. Paul Preschool 

“Let the Little Children Come!” 
with Mindy Geer! 

 

Thursday, July 2 
St. Paul Faith Formation 
“Growing Together in Christ” 
with Carmen Cayon! 
 

Friday, July 3 
St. Paul and Finances 
“Dollars and Sense” 

with Brian Smith! 

http://www.StPaulChurch.com


 
Growing Together in Christ! 

 
My dear friends, 
 
Welcome home to those who are returning to St. Paul 
since the Covid-19 pandemic began.  Welcome!  Thank 
you for washing your hands before and after Mass, 
wearing a mask, and maintaining an appropriate physical 
distance.  In this bulletin and on our website, we have 
posted last weeks attendance, Mass by Mass.  Masses 
with a lower attendance necessarily have a greater 
physical distance between families.  Hopefully this 
information will help you chose a Mass which is most 
comfortable for you and your family.  Please share the 
word.  We are blessed to worship here at St. Paul! 
 
As we look back upon these difficult days of the 
pandemic, it is important to count our blessings and 
not just our woes.  It has been truly inspirational to see 
how Fr. Bob, Fr. Ambrose, and now Fr. Peter have 
risen to the challenges we face in serving the Lord 
through the pandemic.  We all had to move beyond our 
comfort zones to minister during these trying times.  
The same with our staff.  Nothing in life prepared us to 
serve the changing needs of the parish as we faced this 
global threat. 
 
But I was most impressed by so many of you... the 
catechists who taught classes through Zoom and those 
ministries that continued to meet “virtually.”  It was a 
blessing to hear how many heads of ministries regularly 
checked in on their people, and all those who 
volunteered to call fellow parishioners to be sure they 
were okay.  I was touched by the faithfulness of all those 
who came to adore the Lord night and day in our Santo 
Niño Shrine, who came for the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation, or who drove by for our blessings.  It 
was humbling to witness your generosity to the parish as 
you dropped by or mailed in donations or donated 
online.  Thanks to you, our Society of St. Vincent de 
Paul has been able to minister to a growing number of 
families in need.  Thank you! 
 
On another note, each year we ask our 5th and 8th 
graders to take the Assessment of Children/Youth 
Religious Education (ACRE).  This is an important tool 
which helps us to ensure that our children and youth are 
getting the finest quality Faith Formation.  This year, our 
5th graders scored significantly better than last year.  In 
every area, they exceeded the national parish average for 
children attending parish Faith Formation programs.  In  

 

“Knowledge of Faith” they exceeded the national 
average (all children).  In “Moral Formation,” they 
exceeded the national average of children attending 
Catholic schools!  ACRE also pointed out areas that we 
can improve on, especially Catholic vocabulary.  The 8th 
graders also did well although they scored below the 
national parish averages in three categories (Faith 
Formation students). 
 
The second part of the ACRE tool assesses the 
children’s relationship with God and how they live their 
faith.  Our children enjoy a very healthy relationship 
with God and love their faith.  Unfortunately, many 
don’t pray as a family, don’t read the Bible regularly, and 
are uncomfortable sharing their faith with their friends. 
They expressed a concern with cursing, bullying, and a 
lack of honesty.  It was distressing to see how few ever 
think of a vocation to the priesthood or religious life 
and only 18% of our 8th graders disapproved of 
premarital cohabitation.  We look forward to being able 
to help our kids and families to address these issues this 
coming fall. 
 
My goal is for each and everyone of us to develop a 
lifelong passion for our Lord and His bride the Church!  
Please keep our children and their families in your 
prayers as we journey together in faith! 

 
 
 
 

Fr. Bill Swengros 
Pastor 
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NOVENA & MASS on FRIDAY, JULY 17 

7:00pm Novena  †  7:30pm Mass 

Parish & Liturgical Events Page 4 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Join us in reading the  
New Testament in 2020!  

 

At St. Paul Catholic Church, we are encouraging 

parishioners to read the New Testament in 2020.  The 

New Testament reading schedule can be found on our 

app or on our webpage at:  www.stpaulchurch.com 
 

  Saturday 6/27  Mt 28 
  Sunday 6/28  2Cor 1 
  Monday 6/29   2Cor 2 
  Tuesday 6/30  2Cor 3 
  Wednesday 7/1 2Cor 4 
  Thursday 7/2  2Cor 5 
  Friday 7/3 2Cor 6 
  Saturday 7/4  2Cor 7 
  Sunday 7/5  2Cor 8 

  
For Father Bill’s commentary, join our Facebook page: 

www.facebook.com/stpaultpa 

First Friday Mass  

in Honor of the 

Holy Child 

SANTO NIÑ0 
Friday, July 3 

7:00pm Novena 

7:30pm Mass 



Please keep all servicemen and servicewomen in your 
prayers, especially those from our church family:  
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St. Paul Catholic Church to host New York Times Bestselling Author... 
 

DECEMBER 15 
7:00PM - 8:30PM 
Order your tickets online  

for this upcoming event today at:  

DynamicCatholic.com/Tampa 

Dylan Anthony Agnes, PVT, US Army  

Timothy O’Loughlin, LTJG, USCG 

Hans C. Arcand, CPT, USAF 

Martin O. Reina, USCG  

Patrick Rose, CPT PA, US Army  

Nicholas Ringo III, US Navy  

Mathew M Colon, SGT, US Army 

Michael Dunkelberger, MSGT, USAF 

Christopher A. Garcia, LT, U.S. Navy 

Richard Majette, MJR, USMC 

Katrina Monti, MJR, PA US Army 

Richard Sison Jr, 2nd LT, USAF 

Matthew Mooney, CPT, USAF 

Curtis Gardner, SGT, USAF  

Adriana Trigg, USAF 

Juan Carlos Ayon, SGT, US Army  

Anthony Mazzie, US Army  

Luis Luccani, PO, US Navy  

Austin Jacob Ferlita, PVT2s, US Army 

Josh C. Seal, PO, U.S. Navy  

Corinna Fleischmann, CDR, USCG    

Morganne Oyler, U.S. Navy  

Sean C. Andino, LTJG, U.S. Navy  

Thomas Krasnicki, LT, U.S. Navy  

Brett Smith, USMC 

Dominick J. Agnes III, SGT, USMC  

 Brian J. Babin, SS, USMC 

Spencer M. Brown, PVT, U.S. Army 

John Erickson, CPL, U.S. Army  

Jacob Torrens, PVT, U.S. Army  

Cody Rigney, LT, U.S. Navy 

Adam Tapia, LT, U.S. Army  

Jason Mitchell, WO4, U.S. Army  

Alexander Maldonado, Captain, USAF 

Jared Leto, CPL,USMC  

Randall Sparks, LT. CMDR, U.S. Navy  

Leticia Daubar, E3, U. S. Navy 

 

 

 
 

SUNDAY, JULY 12 

8:00am to 1:00pm 
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  St. Paul Faith Formation     
We are rooted in Faith and growing in grace 

THE SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM 

Praise be to God that many babies are being born and 
families are desiring baptism for them in our Catholic faith. 
We are here to help prepare you!  
 

All our Baptisms follow the safety protocols recommended 
by the CDC and our Bishop’s office.  If you desire baptism 
for your baby, or simply information on baptisms, please 
contact the Faith Formation Office via email at 
baptism@stpaulchurch.com or call us at (813) 961-3023. 
We are happy to help you prepare to baptize your child! 

REGISTRATION IS NOW OPEN FOR 
2020-21 FAITH FORMATION CLASSES 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Parents, you are the primary educators of your 
children in the Catholic faith.  Our Faith 
Formation Program is here to assist and 

supplement the religious education that you have 
begun in your family.  We have an online Home 

Study options as well as an excellent weekly, 
classroom-based Catholic curriculum program.   

We invite you to register your children            
(ages 5-18) in our Faith Formation Classes for 

Fall.  Classes fill up fast. Don’t delay! 

Faith Formation Catechist  
Help Needed! 

 

Does this describe you? 
 Faith Filled, fully initiated Catholic over the age of 18 
 Loves to share their Catholic faith with others 
 Interested in being part of a mission that is about God and 

His glory 
 Interested in being a disciple maker to children and adults 

in our parish 
 

If so....we have been looking for YOU!   
 

The mission of God is about his glory, which he achieves 
through redeeming and reconciling an unworthy people to 
himself.  You and I faithfully live out the mission of God by 
being messengers of reconciliation (disciple makers) to 
children and adults in our Faith Formation/RCIA process here 
at St. Paul Catholic Church. 
 

If you are interested, please send an email to the Director of 
Religious Education, Mrs. Carmen Cayon, at 
ccayon@stpaulchurch.com or call the Faith Formation 
office at (813) 961-3023 for more information. 

Interested in receiving text messages 
regarding upcoming Youth Group activities 

and events? If YES, text: 
 

@9bf4c7 to 81010   

St. Paul Tampa Youth Group  
Instagram Account 

stpaultampayg 

 
 

July 1 (Wednesday) 
Kayaking Family Trip 

 

July 3 (Friday)* 
Lectio Divina, 1:00pm—2:00pm 

 

July 10 (Friday)* 
Lectio Divina, 1:00pm—2:00pm 

 

July 11 (Saturday) 
“Tell Your Story” Retreat at Mary Help of Christians 

9:30am - 7:00pm 
 

For more information, please contact  
Laura Wendt, High School Youth Minister, at: 

lwendt@stpaulchurch.com 
 

Note:  Events with an * meet in the St. Paul Pavilion 
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Is God calling you 
today? 

 

Who is Jesus for 
you and how is 

your relationship 
to Him? 

 

The Rite of Christian Initiation for 
Adults (RCIA) program may be just 

for you! 
 

If you are interested in finding out 
about the Catholic Faith or if you are 

in need of completing your 
Sacraments of Initiation, please 

contact us. We offer different options 
during these challenging times.  Or, if 
you are an active catholic willing to 

share your faith, please consider 
joining our team! 

 
For more information, please contact 

Maria Costa at 
mcosta@stpaulchurch.com or call 

813-961-3023 ext. 3305 

On Wednesday, June 24th, 
we celebrated the initiation 
of the candidates and the 

elect into the Catholic 
Church! Congratulations!  

 
 

Catechumens receiving 
Baptism, First Holy Communion 

and Confirmation: 
 

Brown, Sandra 
Cabrera, Pedro 
Canon, Jeremy 
Cartaya, Adrian 
Cartaya, Alayah 

Govina, Sam 
Govina, Sonia 
Govina, Yves 

Govina, Mayaba 
Hernandez, Ashley 
Hernandez, Brian 

Hernandez, Sandra 
Hernandez, Mia 
Larson, Raquel 

Lynch, Jacqueline 
Maldonado, Ashley 

Meireles, Angelo Peixoto 
Muraszewski, Virginia 

Nivar, Carolina 
Raiano, Lindie 

Sam, Jorge 
 

Candidates receiving First Holy 
Communion and Confirmation: 

 

Arciniega, David 
Bardellini, Domenica 

Bay, Jessica 
Carabine, James 

Diaz, Adriana 
Diaz, Girellys 

Fuentes, Nicole 
Gregory, Kalysta 

Israel, Thianna- Chassey 
Kristmann, Daniel 

Lugo, Litzy 
Mates-Barker, Barbara 

Perez- Hernandez, Aroldo 
Pham, Bao Lan 

Rodriguez, Dario 
Rogers, Daniel 
Soto, Kathalina 
Torres, Arian 

 
Confirmation: 

Cervantes, Doris 
Vittorino, Isabella 
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Scripture Readings  
for the Week of June 28, 2020 
 

Sunday Thirteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 2 Kgs 4:8-11, 14-16a; Ps 89:2-3, 16-17, 18-19;  
 Rom 6:3-4, 8-11; Mt 10:37-42 
Monday Solemnity of Saints Peter and Paul, Apostles 

Acts 12:1-11; Ps 34:2-3, 4-5, 6-7, 8-9;  
2 Tm 4:6-8, 17-18; Mt 16:13-19 

Tuesday The First Martyrs of the Holy Roman Church 
 Am 3:1-8; 4:11-12; Ps 5:4b-6a, 6b-7, 8;  
 Mt 8:23-27 
Wednesday Saint Junípero Serra, Priest 
 Am 5:14-15, 21-24; Ps 50:7, 8-9, 10-11, 12-13,  
 16bc-17; Mt 8:28-34 
Thursday Am 7:10-17; Ps 19:8, 9, 10, 11; Mt 9:1-8 
Friday Feast of Saint Thomas, Apostle 
 Eph 2:19-22; Ps 117:1bc, 2; Jn 20:24-29 
Saturday Independence Day 
 Am 9:11-15; Ps 85:9ab and 10, 11-12, 13-14;  
 Mt 9:14-17 
Sunday Fourteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 Zec 9:9-10; Ps 145:1-2, 8-9, 10-11, 13-14;  
 Rom 8:9, 11-13; Mt 11:25-30 

Pope Francis:  “Moses urges us to pray with the same ardour 
as Jesus, to intercede for the world, to 
remember that despite all its frailties, it 
still belongs to God. Everyone belongs 
to God. The worst sinners, the 
wickedest people, the most corrupt 

leaders, they are children of God, and Jesus feels this and 
intercedes for everyone. And the world lives and thrives 
thanks to the blessing of the righteous, to the prayer for 
mercy, this prayer for mercy that the saint, the righteous, the 
intercessor, the priest, the bishop, the Pope, the layperson, any 
baptized person incessantly raises up for humanity, in every 
place and time in history. Let us think of Moses, the 
intercessor. And when we want to condemn someone and we 
become angry inside… to get angry is good it can be healthy - 
while to condemn does no good, let us intercede for him or 
her; this will help us a lot.” (Pope Francis, Audience, 17 June 2020. 
For the full document, see www.vatican.va).  

Parish Website:  www.stpaulchurch.com 

Liturgical Ministries: St. Paul Parish is a great place because 
so many people are actively part of it! 
THANK YOU for sharing your outstanding 
gifts of time and talent! Our Volunteers are 
priceless!  Pray and contact us if you can help 
in these ways: Altar Servers, Eucharistic 
Ministers of Holy Communion, Ushers, 

Lectors, and Sacristans.   
 

Please contact Laurie Erickson, at (813) 961-3023 or send an 
email to:  lerickson@stpaulchurch.com  

Saturday, June 27, 2020 
Saint Cyril of Alexandria, Bishop and Doctor of the Church 
8:30am  Karina Carbajal (int.) 

2:00pm  Confirmandees (int.) 

5:30pm   St. Paul Parishioners (int.)  

7:30pm   Maria Lieu †  
 

Sunday, June 28, 2020 
Thirteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
7:30am  Gualberto Ortiz † 

9:00am   Jaroslaw P. Miernik † 

10:45am Jaromir and Anna Tkac †   

12:30pm  David & Jackie Gutowski Wedding Anniv. (int.) 

2:00pm  Julia Goris † 

5:30pm  Dick Parker † 
 

Monday, June 29, 2020 
Solemnity of Saints Peter and Paul, Apostles 
7:30am   Leo Haskins † 

12:15pm Blanca Noval † 
 

Tuesday, June 30, 2020 
The First Martyrs of the Holy Roman Church 
7:30am  Ana Fernandez Golan † 

12:15pm  Richard Zeitler † 
  

Wednesday, July 1, 2020 
Saint Junípero Serra, Priest 
7:30am  Jackie Vasquez (int.) 

12:15pm Consecrated Life and Priestly Vocations (int.) 
 

Thursday, July 2, 2020 
7:30am  Eliza Riquelme † 

12:15pm Peter Louis Nunes † 
 

Friday, July 3, 2020 
Feast of Saint Thomas, Apostle 
7:30am  Maria Linda Alcasio †   

12:15pm Mario Soulier † 

7:30pm  Santo Niño Devotees (int.) 
 

Saturday, July 4, 2020 
Independence Day 
8:30am  Wladimir Boyko † 

5:30pm   Carol Mercer †  

7:30pm    St. Paul Parishioners (int.)  
 

Sunday, July 5, 2020 
Fourteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
7:30am  The United States of America (int.) 

9:00am   Ann  Zwiesler (int.) 

10:45am Remedios Bilboa †   

12:30pm  Patt Family (int.) 

2:00pm  Elisa Moran † 

5:30pm  Lynn J. Falkenthal † 
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We pray for the repose of the souls of those recently 
departed: Mercedes Sison, Victoria Hite, Mercedes Palacios, 
Robert Thomas Beach, Jan C. Jenkins, Yolanda Blechingberg, 
Hortensia Reyes, Jorge Capote, Nick B. Scaglione, Laura 
Alburquerque, Betty McCaffrey, and Silvia Garcia. 
 
 

Please remember in your prayers those with 
various health needs: John Morrow, Bonnie 
Cayon, Billy Diaz, Patricia Smith, Jaime Zambrano, 
Mary Garcia, Allan Garcia, Frank Loscalzo, Doreen 
Miller and Leelah Sharma. 

Looking Ahead!  July 3: Novena and Mass 

in honor of Santo Nino, 7:00pm; July 4:  

Independence Day; July 25-26: Apostles of 

the Eucharist Retreat; August 5: Nuestro 

Fiat Anniversary Rosary and Mass, 7:00pm; 

August 7:  Beginning of School Year Mass, 12:15pm; August 

9-12: Faith Formation Parent Meetings; August 15: 

Assumption of Mary; August 16-19: Faith Formation Classes 

begin; August 22-23:  Blessing of Cars; August 30-

September 7: Our Lady of Good Health Novena.  Don’t 

forget to buy your tickets for Matthew Kelly on December 

15, 2020 at www.DynamicCatholic.com/Tampa 

Ask It Basket:  “Last Sunday you spoke about the Jesus 
being really and truly present in the 
Eucharist.  Isn’t He present in other ways?”   
 

Yes!  The Church teaches us that Christ often 
appears in the guise of the poor, elderly, sick, 

and broken.  We can discern the presence of God in the 
beauty of a sunset, the laugh of a child, or the embrace of 
lovers.  Christ is also present during the Sacrifice of the Mass 
1) in proclamation of the Sacred Scriptures, the living Word of 
God, 2) in the person of the priest who functions in personae 
Christi, 3) in the congregation ... the mystical body of Christ, 4) 
and especially in the Eucharistic species which is really and 
truly the Body and Blood, Soul and Divinity of our Lord and 
Savior Jesus Christ.  The Eucharist is not a mere symbol, 
representation, or spiritual sharing.  It is a living miracle and 
embodiment of the promise of the Lord that He would stay 
with us until the end of time and whoever eats His flesh and 
drinks His blood will live forever.  Blessed be the Holy 
Eucharist! 
 

If you have a question for the Ask It Basket, please send an 
email to Father Bill Swengros at: frbill@stpaulchurch.com 

Mass Appeal: The Penitential Act is always followed by the 
threefold invocation Kyrie, eleison unless it was 
part of the Penitential Act.  In which case, it 
is preceded by a “trope” or verse which 
acclaims the mercy of God.  “Kyrie, eleison” is 
a Greek phrase which can be translated 

“Lord, have mercy” as well as “Lord, You are merciful”.  As 
such, it is both a petition for God’s mercy as well as a 
profession of faith.  Normally chanted, it has been used in 
liturgy since the 4th century and is a powerful acclamation of 
God’s saving power on behalf of all humankind. 

Divine Mercy in My Soul:  “O life so dull and 
monotonous, how many treasures you 
contain! When I look at everything with 
the eyes of faith, no two hours are alike, 
and the dullness and monotony disappear. 

The grace which is given me in this hour will not be repeated 
in the next. It may be given me again, but it will not be the 
same grace. Time goes on, never to return again. Whatever is 
enclosed in it will never change; it seals with a seal for 
eternity” (n. 62). 

Saints of God: On Monday we celebrate the solemnities of 
Saints Peter and Paul.  Both men were 
taken to Rome and placed under house 
arrest.  There they continued to exercise 
their ministries, serving the Lord and His 
young Church until their martyrdoms.  
As early as the year 258, there is evidence 

that their feast days were celebrated on the same day and their 
tombs were places of worship.  The witness of their lives as 
well as their letters have shaped Christianity throughout the 
ages.  In a sermon in the year 395, St. Augustine noted: “Let 
us embrace what they believed, their life, their labors, their 
sufferings, their preaching, and their confession of faith.”  
Amen! 

Words of Wisdom:  “This world and the world to come are 
two enemies. We cannot therefore be friends to both; but we 
must decide which we will forsake and which we will enjoy.” 
  

                – Pope St. Clement I 

Prayer for Protection from Hurricanes:  God our Father, 
Lord of heaven and earth.  We praise 
you and thank you for your protection 
during the hurricane season.  Keep us 
and all your children safe from natural 
and manmade disasters.  Bless our fam-
ilies and bring peace to all nations.  We 

ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God for ever and ever. 
Amen. 

Independence Day Prayer:  On this Independence Day, I 
am reminded of all those who have sacrificed for my freedom, 
following the example of your Son, Jesus Christ. Let me not 
take my freedom, both physical and spiritual, for granted. May 
I always remember that my freedom was purchases with a very 
high price. My freedom cost others their very lives.  Lord, to-
day, bless those who have served and continue to give their 
lives for my freedom. With favor and bounty meet their needs 
and watch over their families.  Help me to live my life in a way 
that glorifies you, Lord. Give me the strength to be a blessing 
in someone else's life today, and grant me the opportunity to 
lead others into the freedom that can be found in knowing 
Christ.  Amen. 
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Walk in the Footsteps of Jesus! Join Fr. Bill in a once in a 
lifetime pilgrimage to the Holy Land April 12-22, 2021.  Come 
visit Bethlehem, Nazareth, Capernaum, Cana, Caesarea by the 
Sea, Mount Carmel, Mount Tabor, Megiddo, Jericho, 
Qumram, Emmaus, Samaria and Jacob’s Well, and of course 
Jerusalem!  It will be an incredible experience of grace!  Now 
is the time to make a deposit to reserve your seat.  Please 
contact Martiza at igniteyourfaith@stpaulchurch.com or 
813-363-8133.  Come and experience the 5th Gospel!  

Safe Environment: It is everyone’s responsibility that our 
parish remains a safe environment.  Please be 
sure that your children are supervised at all 
times, including the bathroom and grounds.  All 
adults who work with children or vulnerable 
adults as part of their ministry are to complete 
the Safe Environment Training and the requi-

site background checks (for more information, contact Barbara 
Gray at bgray@stpaulchurch.com, (813) 961-3023.  Report 
all suspicious activity directly to the police (813) 247-8000 as 
well as the parish office.  In cases of suspected abuse call the 
police and the diocesan Victim Assistance Minister (toll free 1-
866-407-4505).  If you have any questions or concerns, please 
see any member of our staff. 

First Friday Devotions:  This Friday is the first Friday of the 
month, a beautiful opportunity to develop your 
relationship with God.  This is a good time to 
examine your conscience and participate in the 
Sacrament of Reconciliation.  In addition to our 
normal Friday daily Masses, we offer a special 
Friday Mass beginning at 7:00pm with a Rosary in 

commemoration of Santo Niño and the Sacred Heart of Jesus.  
We also offer Eucharistic Adoration after the 7:30am Mass 
through to our Saturday 8:30am Mass.  Please come and bring 
a friend! 

Novena of Masses for June for Fathers:  It’s not too late 

to pick up your card for the Novena of Masses in June for all 
fathers.  Cards are still available in the Parish Office and the 
Narthex.  Please return the novena envelope to the office or 
box provided in the Narthex, so we can remember your father 
at each Mass during the month of June.  You may also enroll 
those fathers, both alive and/or deceased, in our month long 

novena online at:  www.stpaulchurch.com/fathersday 
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License # CHC 110273  

Excellence in Catholic preschool education for 40 years 

Office: 813-264-3314 ▪ Email: director@stpaulchurch.com 

PRESCHOOL ASSISTANT DIRECTOR  
POSITION OPENING 

We are forming a search committee to hire a new 
Assistant Director for our preschool.  If you know of 
a qualified candidate, please encourage the 
individual to apply on the diocesan website at: 
https://www.dosp.org/schools-office/position-
openings-2 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Below is last week’s attendance so you can choose a 
Mass with greater physical spacing.   

Our church has 880 seats.   

 
= 55 ATTENDEES 
 
Daily Masses:  Week of June 15 - 20, 2020  

 
7:30am Daily Mass (average = 55 attendees) 
 
12:15pm Daily Mass (average = 102 attendees) 
  
8:30am Saturday Mass (average = 73 attendees) 
 

Weekend Masses:  June 20 - 21, 2020 
 
Saturday  
5:30pm Vigil    185 attendees 
 
7:30pm Vigil [Portuguese]  70 attendees  
 
Sunday  
7:30am    157 attendees 
 
9:00am    180 attendees 
 
10:45am   219 attendees 
   
12:30pm    190 attendees 
 
2:00pm [Spanish]  141 attendees 
 
5:30pm    135 attendees 

 
 
As you can see, there is plenty of room “in the inn!”  
Please remember to wear a mask or facial covering, bring 
hand sanitizer, and observe physical distancing.   
 

If you have are sick or have been exposed to someone 
who is sick, please stay safer-at-home.  If you are 
vulnerable to Covid-19 or especially anxious about 
becoming ill, please stay sater-at-home.  Lastly, if you are 
unwilling to follow our protocols, please stay safer-at-
home.  We understand and so does the Lord!  We will 
continue to broadcast the Masses every day on 
www.StPaulChurch.com and the StPaul Tampa Parish 
Facebook page.  May God bless you! 

Let the children play!  Research tells us that a child’s work is 
play.  Children love to create and express themselves through 
play and it is a part of healthy development.  It stimulates 
them physically and mentally and teaches language and 
literacy skills.  Playing with other children gives them an 
opportunity to develop their social and emotional skills while 
gaining confidence.  It also helps with communication, 
empathy, and cooperation not to mention learning how to 
share, take turns, and make friends.  During a typical 
preschool day, there will be periods of structured and 
unstructured play to allow children to learn a their own rate.  
 

We still have a few openings in our 3 and 4 year-old 
programs.  For more information, please call our office at 
(813) 264-3383.  
 

                                — Mindy Geer, Director 
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Sign up for  
Online Giving!  

It’s fast, simple and 
convenient.  

 

Go to 

stpaulchurch.com  
and click on the 
Online Giving link or 
scan the QR code to 
the right with your 
phone for more info 
on how to sign up. 

 

 

St. Vincent  
de Paul  
Society 

 

Pantry Hours 
Monday & Thursday 9:00am - 12:00pm    

Assistance Line: (813) 264-3325  
 
The St. Vincent de Paul Society continues to help those in 
need in our community.  In addition to helping clients with 
their monetary needs, we are currently serving 70-80 families 
a week at our Food Pantry.  We could not do this without 
your very generous donations week after week! 
 

If you would like to help, food donations to the St. Vincent 
de Paul Food Pantry can be left in the marked baskets 
located in the Narthex.  Monetary donations can be dropped 
in the Poor Box, also located in the Narthex. Please make 
sure to specify SVDP in the memo line for check donations 
or you may use an offertory envelope for cash donations and 
label it SVDP.  Thank you for your generosity! 
 

Pantry Wish List This Week: 

Thank you for your generosity! ~ SVdP Society 
 

*** Please note we are unable to use expired items *** 

Ministries are encouraged to send 
information regarding upcoming 

meetings and events to: 
bulletin@stpaulchurch.com 

 

Submissions for the bulletin are 
due 10 days prior to the bulletin’s 
front cover date.  Please include 
the word “Bulletin” in the subject 
line of your email.  Thank you! 

• Canned Milk 
• Canned Fruit       
• Cereal 

• Pancake Mix 
• Peanut Butter 
• Syrup 

We welcome the new 

parishioners to our 

parish family! 
 

Ms. Orlana Asmar ▪ Mr. Andres Felipe DelCastillo 

 Mr. Alonso DelCastillo ▪ Ms. Nichole Lee 

Mr. & Mrs. Gustavo Macias ▪ Ms. Emily Simmons  

Mr. Carlos Nieto & Ms. Maria Clara ▪ Mr. Hector 

Reynolds & Ms. Angelica Angulo ▪  Mr. & Mrs. Jason 

Salemi ▪ Mr. Alonso Angulo & Mrs. Myriam Zuleta 
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Legal Consultation and Referral Service  
Every Monday by appointment only 

  Please call (813) 961-3023 

 
I. 2 Kings 4:8-11, 14-16. God, the 
Giver of Life. 
 
Reflection:  We read here part of the 
Elisha cycle of stories.  As you recall, 
Elisha was the successor to the prophet 
Elijah, who did not die, but who was 
taken alive into Heaven (2 Kgs. 2:11).  
We see here one of Elisha's miracles, 
one where life is promised.  The image 
of women conceiving after they have 
passed menopause is not uncommon in 
the Hebrew Scriptures; it always 
emphasizes the fact that God is the 
source of Life, despite what might seem 
to be insuperable obstacles.  If we read 
just a few words more, we find that the 
prophecy of Elisha did, in fact, become 
fulfilled and the Shunamite woman (too 
bad the patriarchalism of the time did 
not afford her a name!) did in fact bear a 
son.  As an interesting side-light, this 
very son died as a child, and its mother 
pursued Elisha (expecting, I presume, a 
guarantee on the son!) and Elisha 
returned to raise the son from the dead.  
The message remains:  God is a God of 
Life, not Death. 
 
 

II. Romans 6:3-4, 8-11. The Meaning 
of Baptism. 
 
Reflection: We read here a vision of the 
meaning of baptism that differs from 
that which we read in the Synoptic 
Gospels.  There were two distinct 
traditions at the earliest formative period 
of Christianity, that rooted in the 
"Meaning of Jesus' Life" (Synoptic 
Gospels) and that rooted in the 
“Meaning of Jesus' Death” (St. Paul).  I 
urge you to read 6:1-11 to fully 
understand this powerful passage, which 
connects Life and Death in our lives.  
The new life that we have through our 
act of Faith in Christ and through 
Baptism is one where we participate in 
the new Life of the New Adam.  I 
suggest, also, that when we read the 
word "Christ" in St. Paul's letters, we 
understand that for him there is an 
identification of Christ and His Church.  
This might illuminate difficult passages 
like being "baptized into Christ..."  Only 
the context will identify whether St. Paul 
is referring to the individual or the 
church.  Baptism, for St. Paul, exhibited 
a radical change in a person, having torn 
him/her from one's native context, 
normal proclivities,  and ethnic 
background into a new reality, Life in 
Christ.  It is, indeed, a personal 
resurrection to real Life. 

III. Matthew  10:37-42.  Conclusion of 
Instructions to Disciples. 
  
Reflection: We see in these instructions 
a Matthaean editing of what is likely an 
earlier saying from the "Q Gospel  
("hating" Father and Mother, which 
appears in Luke 14:26).  But "hating" 
was not as we understand it, a personal 
sense of animosity, but rather the 
opposite of the ancient understanding of 
Love, which was "connectedness."  
H e n c e ,  " h a t i n g "  m e a n s 
"disconnectedness," and implies the 
adoption of the radical itinerancy that 
was being preached in this section.  For 
this meant leaving one's family, which 
was the root of personhood.  We also 
see the Q saying about taking up one's 
cross and finding one's life in Him.  
Central to all of today's readings is the 
question of where one finds "Life."  It is 
clear in this Instruction that as Jesus was 
God's mediator, He is the source of 
Life, whether in the Pauline or the 
Synoptic tradition.  We also see the 
convergence of the two traditions in the 
expression about the "cup of cold 
water;" the "least" are us, the disciples--
remember Jesus' insistence upon the 
inversion of social values?  Well, this is 
what is meant....as disciples, we are 
instructed to be "the least." † 
 

Due to copyright restrictions, we are 
not able to print the Scriptures with the 

Reflections of Dr. Jack Conroy.   

Deo Gratis: We give thanks to God for all 

those who received the Sacraments of Baptism, 

Confirmation, and Holy Communion this past 

week as well as their sponsors, catechists, and 

families.  May God bless them all!  We also give thanks to 

God for all those who have generously donated to our parish 

this past week.  We are humbled by your support for your 

parish family.  May God bless you for your faithfulness and 

generosity! 

Faith in Action:  “…whoever does not take up 
his cross and follow after me is not worthy of 
me” (Mt 10:38).  Pope Benedict XVI said, “The 
world offers you comfort. But you were not made 

for comfort, you were made for greatness.”  
 

“Comfort” puts me first. “Picking up your cross and following 
Jesus” puts God and others first. Why settle for comfort when 
you can achieve greatness! Pick up your cross, ask Jesus for 
guidance on using your gifts and live the life God intended for 

Living Liturgy:  Jesus tells his apostles, 
“Whoever does not take up his cross ad follow 
after me is not worthy of me.”  What does the 
cross look like that you are called to carry? 

On a Lighter Note:  A policeman pulls over a car 
full of nuns.  “Sister, this is a 55 MPH highway,” he 
says, “Why are you going so slow?”  The Sister 
replies, “Sir, I saw a lot of signs that said 40, not 55.  

“Oh, Sister, ” the officer says, “that’s not the speed limit, 
that’s the highway you are on!”  The Sister says, “Oh! Silly me! 
Thanks for letting me know. I’ll be more careful.”   At this 
point, the officer sees the other nuns in the car shaking and 
trembling.  “Excuse me, Sister, what’s wrong with your friends 
back there?”  The Sister answers, “Oh, we just got off 
Highway 101.” 


