
 

 

12708 North Dale Mabry Highway     Tampa, Florida  33618-2802     
Phone  (813) 961-3023  †  Fax  (813) 962-8780  

ST. PAUL CATHOLIC CHURCH 
AND PRESCHOOL   
WWW.STPAULCHURCH.COM 

"Formed by Word and Sacrament, we, the people of St. Paul Catholic Church,  
are a Spirit-led, Eucharist-centered, vibrant multicultural Christian  

community of faith, living our love for God and neighbor while growing together as disciples of Christ." 

 Thirteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time                         Sunday, June 30, 2019  

 

All are welcome! 
 

WEEKEND MASSES 
 

Saturday Masses 
8:30am Mass 

(Morning Prayer and  
Benediction 8:10am) 

 

Saturday Vigil Masses 
5:30pm   

Missa em Português: 7:30pm 
 

Sunday Masses 
7:30am, 9:00am, 10:45am,  

12:30 pm, 5:30pm 
Misa en Español:  2:00pm  

 

WEEKDAY MASSES 
 

Monday to Friday 
7:30am and 12:15pm 

 

First Friday Mass 7:30pm 
Third Friday Mass 7:30pm 

*Fourth Friday Mass 7:30pm  
*(en Español) 

 

Reconciliation (Confession) 
Monday to Friday 11:30am - Noon 

Saturdays 10:00am and 4:00pm  
or upon request 

 

Eucharistic Adoration  
Monday to Thursday 

8:00am to 8:30pm 
Compline & Benediction  

 

Friday 8:00am to  
Saturday 8:30am Mass 

 

Morning Prayer 
Monday - Friday 7:10am 

Saturday 8:10am 

 

Anointing of the Sick 
Every Second Saturday  
of the Month at 8:30am 

 

Church Office Hours: 
Monday - Friday 8:00am to 4:00pm 

 

Website: 
www.stpaulchurch.com 

 

Contact us at: 
info@stpaulchurch.com 
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We’re here to serve you! 
 
Clergy 
Fr. Bill Swengros    Pastor 
Fr. George Gyasi       Parochial Vicar 
Fr. Robert Romaine  Parochial Vicar 
Fr. Prakash Rumao Guest Priest 
Deacon Carlos Celaya  RCIA 
Deacon Ray Dever     Mental Health Support 
Deacon Frank Henriquez  Nursing Homes  
 

Faith Formation 
Carmen Cayon Director 
Maria Mendez Baptism and 
 FORMED® Coordinator     
Sonia Eberhardt         K-5 Faith Formation  
 Coordinator, 1st Holy 
 Communion Prep 
Theresa Adams          Middle School 
 Minister (Confirmation) 

Andy Gotsch    High School Youth 
 Minister 
Maria Costa                 RCIA, Marriage Prep, 
 Adult  Confirmation, 
 Quinceañeras 
Silvia Rivera               Religious Education 
 Assistant (Records) 
 

Preschool 
Abbie Johnson            Director 
Mindy Geer                Assistant Director 
 

Liturgy 
Elizabeth Hays           Liturgist, Bereavement 
 Minister 
Mary Gant                   Music Director 
 

Parish Support 
Michael Maloney        Parish Manager  
Barbara Gray               Pastoral         
  Administrative      
   Assistant (Scheduling) 
Laurie Erickson Director of Ministries     
Sam Mathai                Maintenance 
Charles Yezak             Director of 
 Communications  
Tina Bubb                  Finance Office  
 

 
www.stpaulchurch.com 
 

www.facebook.com/stpaultpa 
 

info@stpaulchurch.com 

 
 

Our Vision Statement:  
“Growing Together as Disciples 

of Christ.”  

My Dear Friends, 
 
This week our nation observes Independence Day, when the 
Continental Congress on July 4, 1776, declared that the thirteen 
American colonies were free and independent of British rule.  The 
Declaration of Independence is a document which should be re-read 
each year: “We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are 
created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain 
unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of 
Happiness.”  What does this mean and how can we better realize these 
foundational principles in our current context?  Let us pray that we may 
truly be a people who profess our dependence upon God and protect 
and defend the inalienable dignity and human rights of every human 
being.  May this holiday be one of special blessing for you and your 
loved ones! 
 
On a sad note, this is the last weekend Fr. George Gyasi will be with us.  
Father has recently accepted a position as chaplain at St. Joseph 
Hospital.  It has been a blessing to serve the Lord at his side this past 
year.  He is truly a gifted priest.  Please be sure to thank him and say 
farewell after Mass this weekend.  The Bishop is currently discerning 
who will be assigned to our parish.  Thankfully, Fr. Prakash is here to 
help us in the interim. 
 
In addition, Michael Maloney, our parish manager, has accepted an offer 
for another position.  Michael has been a tremendous blessing to me and 
to our parish and will be missed.  Please join me in thanking him for his 
service.  We have formed a search committee and a number of qualified 
candidates have expressed interest in this important position. 
 
To end on a positive note, we have been busy planning for next year.  
As you know, our parish is fully committed to implementing the 
Bishop’s vision, “Courageously Living the Gospel”, with a renewed 
emphasis on youth ministry, evangelization, and care for those in need.  
In addition, this August we will distribute Bishop Barron’s book “Letter 
to a Suffering Church” (in English and Spanish) and invite those 
interested to join me for a discussion.  
 
In the Spring, you will be invited to join Alpha, an exciting 11 week 
series designed to help you super-size your faith in a friendly, open and 
informative environment (in English and Spanish).  The goal is for each 
member of our parish to courageously grow in faith and be empowered 
to fully respond to the Lord’s call to discipleship. 
 
Personally, I’m very excited about the coming year and I pray you are 
too!  May God bless you and your loved ones! 

 
 
 

Fr. Bill Swengros 
Pastor 

http://www.StPaulChurch.com
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“For you were called to freedom, brothers and sisters. But do not use this freedom as an opportunity for the flesh; rather serve one another through love” (Gal 5:13).   

 

 

Sunday, August 11              8:30am - 2:00pm 

FAREWELL PARTY 
FOR FATHER 

GEORGE GYASI 
 

Sunday, June 30th 
After the 9:00am and 

10:45am Masses 
 

Family Center 
 

Coffee and Donuts 
will be served! 
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If you have: 

• never been baptized but would like to be 
• been baptized in a different faith and now are 

seeking Christ within the Catholic Church 
• been baptized Catholic but never received the 

sacraments of Holy Eucharist and Confirmation 
 

Come to the RCIA 
(Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults) 

A journey of faith, where you can build your 
relationship with Christ and His Church! 

 
Please plan to attend one of the following 
informational meetings to be held at 7:00pm 

in the St. Paul Parish Center: 
July  3rd, July 17th or July 31st 

 
RCIA Orientation will begin on  

Sunday, August 18th at 10:00am in the St. Paul 
Family Center 

 
For information, please contact: 
Maria Costa, RCIA Coordinator 
Phone:  813-961-3023 ext. 3305 

Email:   mcosta@stpaulchurch.com 
 

 

 

National Catholic 
Youth Conference 

 

Indianapolis, IN 
 

November 21-23, 2019 

 
In a distinctly Catholic setting,  

the National Catholic Youth Conference 
(NCYC) invites participants to encounter 

Christ, experience church,  

and be empowered for discipleship. 
 

 

This is an amazing opportunity for your teen to get 
away from the stress and pressures of high school 
and join with 23,000 other Catholic teens from around 
the country to focus and celebrate their faith without 
fear of rejection or judgment. After fully experiencing 
NCYC, your teen will come back home with a 
renewed and invigorated sense of how awesome it is 
to be Catholic, and a readiness to go out into the 
world and live their faith proudly. During the 
conference they will experience music, prayer, 
workshops, liturgy, and opportunities to participate in 
the Sacrament of Reconciliation. There are also 
concerts, dances, and a comedy club. 
 
This inspirational pilgrimage will cost approximately 
$800 depending on airline costs. The price will 
include airfare, hotel, conference fees, bus 
transportation while attending NCYC, two (2) long-
sleeve shirts, a sweatshirt, 4 meals, and tradeable 
items.  Students will need cash for additional food 
and/or souvenirs. We will fly out very early Thursday 
morning and return Sunday afternoon.   
 
As you know, the proceeds from the annual Pumpkin 
Patch are designated for Youth Ministry activities.  
Parents and teens who work at the Pumpkin Patch 
can earn $10/hour towards the cost of NCYC.  If one 
parent and their teen worked 5 hours/week, they 
would earn $400 off the $800 cost! 
 
To ensure your student’s place, a $125 deposit is 
due by Sunday, July 21st (please make check 
payable to St. Paul). 
 
For more information, please send an email to Andy 
Gotsch at agotsch@stpaulchurch.com  



 

 

Corpus Christi Procession and Vigil Mass 
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“For you were called to freedom, brothers and sisters. But do not use this freedom as an opportunity for the flesh; rather serve one another through love” (Gal 5:13).   

Page 4 Photo Credits:  Charles R. Yezak, Jr., Director of Communications, St. Paul Catholic Church and Preschool 
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  St. Paul Faith Formation     
We are rooted in Faith and growing in grace 

 

God reaches out to us in all kinds of ways. The desire in your 
heart to baptize your child is one of them. The promises you 
make for your child on this day will begin to form your child 
into a faithful follower of Christ. However, the day of baptism 
is only the beginning of this journey. Baptism is indeed a life 
changing event! 
 

The Sacrament of Baptism at St. Paul Catholic Church takes 
place on the first three Saturdays of every month in English and 
the fourth Saturday of every month in Spanish.   If your child 
needs to be baptized please contact our Baptism Coordinator, 
Maria Mendez, at (813) 961-3023 or via email at: 
mmendez@stpaulchurch.com. Parents and Godparents will 
be asked to attend a baptismal preparation class. 

Baptism 

Thanks again to 

all our staff and 

volunteers who 

made the 2019 

Vacation Bible 

School such a 

huge success! 

Come 

join 

the 

FUN! 
 
The St. Paul Catholic Church Youth Group  

will be meeting on Sunday, July 14 and July 28 in the 
Family Center at 6:30pm.   

 

Bring a friend and let the good times begin! 
 

Contact our Youth Minister, Andy Gotsch, for more 
information at: agotsch@stpaulchurch.com 
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“For you were called to freedom, brothers and sisters. But do not use this freedom as an opportunity for the flesh; rather serve one another through love” (Gal 5:13).   

Going on vacation?  Ever travel to a new town and wonder 
where the nearest church is and when is Mass?  
Mass Times Trust provides information on 
locations of nearby churches and times of 
Masses, adoration, confession, and devotions.  
The languages of the services and wheelchair 
accessibility are also included.  This service is 

free of charge and is available 24 hours a day; click on 
www.masstimes.org.  (Be sure to bring us back a bulletin!  We 
love to check out what other parishes are doing!). 

Help Needed! The clergy and staff of St. Paul often meet 

with people who need counseling or mental 

health care.  If you are a mental health 

professional, please let Father Bill know. He 

would like to arrange a meeting with the 

clergy and staff and create a list of parish 

professionals which we can use when 

making referrals.  Thank you so very much!  

         License # C HC 110273 

Excellence in Catholic preschool education for over 35 years 

Happy 4th of July!  I hope you have an enjoyable holiday with 
lots of family, food, and fun!  Below are some fun activities to 
do this week with your child… 
 

• Find something Red 

• Find something Blue 

• Find some stars  

• How many number 4’s can you find? 

• How many pinwheels can you find? 

• How many American symbols can you find? 

• Make a dessert that includes red, white, and blue. 
 

We still have a few openings for the 2019-20 School Year!  
Contact the school office at (813) 264-3314 or 

preschool@stpaulchurch.com for more information. 

Safe Environment: Child abuse is a tragic reality which can 
be prevented.  How?  1. Talk to your children 
about touching safety.  Teach them that it is 
OK to say “NO,” get away, and seek help.  2. 
Help your children make a list of the people 
they can turn to for help if they have a 
problem.  3. Teach your children that unsafe 

touch can happen with people they know and trust; not only 
with strangers.  4. Respect your children’s personal 
boundaries.  Teach them to trust their intuition about others.  
5. Be aware of those who have contact with your children 
and be sure it is a “Safe Environment” with at least two adults 
supervising whenever possible.  For more information, please 
call our Faith Formation office at (813) 961-3023. 

 

2019 LPMI Commissioning & Prayer Service 
 
On June 18, 2019, Bishop Gregory Parkes presented 14 
individuals in the diocese with a Certificate in Lay Leadership 
Ministry.   St. Paul Parish had three parishioners that earned 
the LPMI certification:  Linda Demer, Richard Hosein and 
Monica Kosiorek. Eleven parishes were represented in the 
group this year. The formation process to be commissioned is 
one year of Discernment and three years of Academic and 
Spiritual Preparation. The LPMI program provides an 
integrated process to prepare Catholics to offer their unique 
gifts in service to the local Church by forming them spiritually, 
intellectually, and pastorally.  

LETTER TO THE PASTOR 

Dear Fr. Bill,  
 

Thank you for the 40 Hours this past week in continuous 
Adoration. I had signed for an early morning hour and arose 
alone at 4:00am in the darkness to arrive at the church by 
5:30am. I remember thinking how Mary Magdalene must have 
felt going to the tomb in the early morning hours. What did 
she expect to find? What did she hope to find? How could 
she understand?  I did not know what I expected to see 
myself so early in the new day and was somewhat unsure.  As 
soon as I entered the church, I felt His presence within the 
silence.  The Risen Christ contrasting the Corpus of His 
Passion.  How can it be?  And as I broke the silence with the 
prayers for the Saints with those gathered that night, His light 
shone in the morning dawn. As many times as I come to 
Adoration, I am always humbled by His Presence but this 
night was so much more. Thank you again for allowing this 
grace for our parish.   
 

                                — Anonymous 

 



 

 

 

 

Saturday, June 29, 2019 
Solemnity of Saints Peter and Paul, Apostles 
8:30am   Richard Dyer + 
5:30pm   Dick Parker + 
7:30pm   Gualberto Ortiz + 
Sunday, June 30, 2019 

Thirteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
7:30am   Baltera Rodriguez (int.) 
9:00am    Joann Burns + 
10:45am    Claudette Cigarran + 
12:30pm    Chris Graves + 
2:00pm   Elisa Moran + 
5:30 pm     St. Paul Parishioners (int.) 
Monday, July 1, 2019 

Saint Junípero Serra, Priest 
7:30am    Michael Songy + 
12:15pm  Adele Smith + 
Tuesday, July 2, 2019 
7:30am   Dr. James Gavin + 
12:15pm  Nick Voltattorni + 
Wednesday, July 3, 2019 

Feast of Saint Thomas, Apostle 
7:30am   Argelio and Mercedes Almengual +  
12:15pm  Consecrated Life and Priestly Vocations (int.) 
Thursday, July 4, 2019 
7:30am    Gaby Sandy + 
12:15pm  Luis O. Byrne + 

Friday, July 5, 2019 
Saint Anthony Zaccaria, Priest and Saint Elizabeth of Portugal 
7:30am   Eucharistic Adoration Society (int.) 
12:15pm  Claudette Cigarron + 
7:30pm   Filipino Community (int.) 
Saturday, July 6, 2019 

Saint Maria Goretti, Virgin and Martyr 
8:30am   Pactifique Nguyen-B. An + 
5:30pm   St. Paul Parishioners (int.) 
7:30pm   Valerie Rubler + 
Sunday, July 7, 2019 

Fourteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
7:30am   Jacob Joseph Novak + 
9:00am    Juan J. Rivera Andujar + 
10:45am    Jaroslaw P. Miernik + 
12:30pm    Michael and Mike Hingson + 
2:00pm   Luis Suarez + 
5:30 pm     Gerri Willett + 
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Pope Francis:  “God’s word invites us 
clearly to “stand against the wiles of the 
devil” (Eph 6:11) and to “quench all the 
flaming darts of the evil one” (Eph 6:16). 
These expressions are not melodramatic, 

precisely because our path towards holiness is a constant 
battle. Those who do not realize this will be prey to failure or 
mediocrity. For this spiritual combat, we can count on the 
powerful weapons that the Lord has given us: faith-filled 
prayer, meditation on the word of God, the celebration of 
Mass, Eucharistic adoration, sacramental Reconciliation, 
works of charity, community life, missionary outreach. If we 
become careless, the false promises of evil will easily seduce 
us. As the sainted Cura Brochero observed: “What good is it 
when Lucifer promises you freedom and showers you with all 
his benefits, if those benefits are false, deceptive and 
poisonous?” (Pope Francis, Gaudete et Exsultate, 162).  

Food for Thought:  “Spiritual life demands that you never 

turn back or stop going forward; but rather that, as soon as 

you taste it, you make progress day by day and, forgetting 

what lies behind, strain forward to what lies ahead.”  

                                                                                                                                                     

                     – St. Anthony Mary Zaccaria 

 
Sunday Thirteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 1 Kgs 19:16b, 19-21; Ps 16:1-2, 5, 7-8, 9-10, 11; 
 Gal 5:1, 13-18; Lk 9:51-62 
Monday Gn 18:16-33; Ps 103:1b-2, 3-4, 8-9, 10-11; 
 Mt 8:18-22 
Tuesday Gn 19:15-29; Ps 26:2-3, 9-10, 11-12; Mt 8:23-27 
Wednesday Eph 2:19-22; Ps 117:1bc, 2; Jn 20:24-29 
Thursday Gn 22:1b-19; Ps 115:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 8-9; Mt 9:1-8 
Frida Gn 23:1-4, 19; 24:1-8, 62-67; Ps 106:1b-2, 3-4a, 
 4b-5; Mt 9:9-13 
Saturday Gn 27:1-5, 15-29; Ps 135:1b-2, 3-4, 5-6; 
 Mt 9:14-17 
Sunday Fourteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 Is 66:10-14c; Ps 66:1-3, 4-5, 6-7, 16, 20; 
 Gal 6:14-18; Lk 10:1-12, 17-20 or Lk 10:1-9 

First Friday Devotions:  This Friday is the first Friday of 
the month, a beautiful opportunity to develop 
your relationship with God.  This is a good time 
to examine your conscience and participate in 
the Sacrament of Reconciliation.  In addition to 
our normal Friday daily Masses, we offer a 
special Friday Mass beginning at 7pm with a 

Rosary in commemoration of Santo Niño and the Sacred 
Heart of Jesus.  We also offer Eucharistic Adoration after the 
7:30am Mass through to our Saturday 8:30am Mass.  Please 
come and bring a friend!  

Diaconate Candidates Announced:  Parishioners Chuck 
Glass and Dr. Bill Stephen have been selected 
to begin formal studies for the diaconate.  For 
both, this is the fruit of a special call from God 
and a long period of discernment.  Please keep 
them, their wives and their children in 
prayer!  May they be open to all the gifts of the 
Holy Spirit! 



 

 

We pray for the repose of the souls of 
those recently departed: Angel Enrique 
Rodriguez-Rivera, Graciela Velasquez, Adolfo 
Marino, Doris B. Partridge, Joseph Schmitt, Jose 
Paulo Sabec, James A. McKinzey, Helen Savard, 
Gregory Hnat, Alicia Brozyna and Linda Taylor.  

 

Please remember in your prayers those with particular 
health needs: Frank Permuy, Mary Garcia, Suzette Hillis, 
Julie Cate, Beatrice Schultz, Dave Beiro, Karen Lepa-Rottler, 
Dan Teal, Paul Martin, Rosemary Fenton and Freida Cardona. 

Courageously Living the Gospel! Page 9 

Looking Ahead! July 4:  Independence Day - Ordinary Mass 

schedule, Parish Office closed, no 

Eucharistic Adoration; July 5:  First Friday - 

Santo Niño Novena and Mass, 7:00pm 

Novena, 7:30pm Mass, reception in Family 

Center after Mass; July 10:  5:30pm Mass 

and Knights of Columbus Installation and 

Dinner; July 12: Mass for those who have lost a pet at 

7:30pm, reception after Mass; July 13: Brazilian Tea with Mary 

for Families, 2:00pm - 6:30pm, Family Center; July 19: Third 

Friday - Our Lady of Good Health Novena and Mass, 7:00pm 

Novena, 7:30pm Mass, reception in Parish Center after Mass; 

July 19 - 21:  Steubenville Conference at Shingle Creek Resort, 

Orlando; July 19 - 20: Apostles of the Eucharist “Alive and 

Active” Retreat with Fr. William Fickel, SSS and Fr. Xavy 

Castro; July 26:  Forth Friday Spanish Mass, 7:00pm Rosary, 

7:30pm Mass, reception in Family Center after Mass; July 27 - 

28:  Blessing of Cars and Drivers after all Masses in the St. 

Paul Parking Lot. 

“For you were called to freedom, brothers and sisters. But do not use this freedom as an opportunity for the flesh; rather serve one another through love” (Gal 5:13).   

Think About It:  “In humility is perfect freedom.”  

                                                                   – Thomas Merton  

Ask It Basket: “Fr. Bill, today, like every Sunday, I read 
St. Paul Church's bulletin and became 
intrigued by this week's section of "Faith 
and Reason".  It speaks of Msgr. 
Lemaitre as being the first individual to 
propose the Big Bang Theory.  I quickly 

did some research  not because I was doubting what I 
had read, but because I find it difficult to reconcile such 
theory with the story of the creation in Genesis.  I know 
that the Jesuits are known for their joy of learning and 
teaching, but how did the Church accept Lemaitre's 
theory?”  Great question!  The Church learned from its 
experience with Galileo and asserts that since God is the 
source of truth, all that is true is of God.  In other words, 
there is no contradiction between faith and reason.  The two 
Genesis creation stories (chapters 1 and 2) are very different 
from each other.  It is obvious that they not meant to be a 
scientific explanation of how the world was created but a 
theological explanation of who is God, the nature of creation, 
and who are we as human beings.  Many would hold that the 
Big Bang Theory does not contradict our belief in God but 
affirms it.  God created the initial mass and it is He who cast 
the matter into the cosmos and created life as we know it.  I 
hope this helps!  (If you have a question for the Ask It Basket, 
please contact frbill@stpaulchurch.com.)  

Saints of God: This Thursday is the feast of Saint Junípero 
Serra.  Born in an island off of Spain in 1713, 
Serra joined the Franciscan Order at 17 and 
was a renowned teacher and preacher.  At 35, 
he heard the Lord’s call to be a missionary to 
the native people in the New World.  For the 
next 18 years he served in the Baja Peninsula.  
Hearing that the Russians were advancing 
south from Alaska, he began the trek north, 

sharing the Gospel of Christ.  He founded nine missions in 
thirteen years, baptizing over 6,000 and confirming 5,000.  
The missions were settlements which provided for the needs 
of the people while protecting the Native Peoples from abuse 
they often suffered from Europeans.  Serra spent the rest of 
his years championing the basic human rights of the 
indigenous peoples.  He is honored throughout the world as a 
tireless evangelist and faithful disciple of Christ.  Canonized by 
Pope Francis in Washington, DC, in September, 2015, he is 
the first US saint of Hispanic origin.   

Faith and Reason: The discovery of DNA or 
deoxyribonucleic acid was a pivotal moment 
in the understanding of the building blocks 
of all living creatures.  DNA is a molecule in 
each cell which pears the genetic instructions 
for the development and reproduction of 
living organisms.  While the discovery is 

often accredited to James Watson, Francis Crick and 
Maurice Wilkins, their work would not have been possible 
without the work of Adrian Dominican Sister Miriam 
Michael Stimson (1913-2002).  She was a professor of 
chemistry and was the second woman in history invited to 
deliver a lecture at the Sorbonne in Paris.  She was 
instrumental in the development of the spectroscope, wound
-healing hormones (including Preparation H), and cancer 
research.  She also developed a chemical method that 
affirmed the structure of DNA bases and the double helix 
itself.  Sister Miriam understood her work as a means of 
discovering truth which would lead us closer to God.  Sister 
shows us that faith and reason are not contradictory but 
complementary ways to come to know Truth.  

Serra Prayer for Vocations: O God, Who wills not the 
death of a sinner, but rather that he be converted and live, 
grant we beseech You through the intercession of the Blessed 
Mary, ever Virgin, Saint Joseph, her spouse, Blessed Junipero 
Serra, and all the saints, an increase of laborers for your 
Church, fellow laborers with Christ to spend and consume 
themselves for souls, through the same Jesus Christ, Your 
Son, Who lives and reigns with You, in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, God forever and ever. Amen. 
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St. Francis of Assisi Ministry  

The St. Francis of Assisi Ministry is accepting 

prayer requests from those who are coping 

with the loss of a pet or struggling with their 

pet’s illness.  Please submit your prayer request 

to:  st-francis-ministry@stpaulchurch.com 

“IN THE WILDFLOWERS” RETREAT 
“In the Wildflowers” is for women 
who have suffered childhood 
sexual abuse.  This is a 10-week, 
Christ-centered, private retreat. If 
you are interested in participating in 
this women’s retreat, please contact 
Cathy Hater at (813) 843-8969 or 

email inthewildflowers@stpaulchurch.com or visit our 
website at:  www.wildflowersretreat.org.   

SOS Human Trafficking Ministry at St. Paul Catholic Church provides awareness and education, conducts fund-raising 
events and offers spiritual rehabilitation to survivors. The ministry encourages others to use their 
God inspired passions to help put an end to human trafficking while joining in the fight against 
modern day slavery.  If you have questions or are interested in joining our ministry, please let us 
know.  Email us at humantrafficking@stpaulchurch.com or call Cathy Hayter at (813) 843-8969. 

St. Vincent de Paul Society 
Pantry Hours 

Monday & Thursday 9:00am - 12:00pm    
Assistance Line: (813) 264-3325  

 
Through no fault of their own, some families simply cannot 
keep up with rising food prices.  Please continue to provide us 
with the means to help these families.  We will all be following 
the teachings of Jesus when He told us to “feed the hungry 
and house the homeless.” 
     

If you would like to help, food donations to the St. Vincent 
de Paul Food Pantry can be left in the marked baskets in the 
church Narthex.  Monetary donations can be dropped in the 
Poor Box, also located in the Narthex. Please make sure to 
specify SVDP in the memo line for check donations or you 
may use an offertory envelope for cash donations and label 
it SVDP.   
       

Thank you for your generosity! ~ SVDP Society 
 

Pantry Wish List This Week: 
Pasta, Pasta Souce, Pork & Beans & Granola Bars 

 

    *Please note we are unable to use expired items* 

Bereavement Ministry of St. Paul 
 

Our ministry offers God’s healing love through emotional, 
physical, mental and spiritual comfort. Our next, meeting will 
be held this Tuesday, July 9 from 7:30pm - 9:00pm in the 
Parish Center, Room H. For more information contact 
Kathy at (813) 361-5134.   

Home Makers of Hope 
will have a representative 
at the Parish Center to 
accept donations every 
Friday this summer from 
10:00am to 12:00pm.  We 
continue to accept new or 
slightly used items.  We 

are in need of towels, bedsheets and comforters (please 
label size), shower curtains, furniture and bath mats.  
 

Email:  home-makers-of-hope@stpaulchurch.com 

SAVE THE DATE! 
 

Saturday,  
August 31st 

 

12:00pm - 3:00pm 
 

For more 
information, contact 

Cathy Hayter at  
(813) 843-8969 

Beloved & 

Beautiful 

Afternoon Tea 

Knights of Columbus Council 11211 
 
 
 

 

To learn more 
about becoming a 

Knight, please 
email: 

 

                            kofc@stpaulchurch.com 
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“For you were called to freedom, brothers and sisters. But do not use this freedom as an opportunity for the flesh; rather serve one another through love” (Gal 5:13).   

Please keep all servicemen and women in your 
prayers, especially those from our church family: 

 

Dylan Anthony Agnes, PVT, US Army  

Timothy O’Loughlin, Ensign, USCG 

Hans C. Arcand, CPT, USAF 

Martin O. Reina, USCG  

Patrick Rose, CPT PA, US Army  

Nicholas Ringo III, US Navy  

Mathew M Colon, SGT, US Army 

Michael Dunkelberger, MSGT, USAF 

Christopher A. Garcia, LT, U.S. Navy 

Richard Majette, MJR, USMC 

Katrina Monti, MJR, PA US Army 

Richard Sison Jr, 2nd LT, USAF 

Matthew Mooney, CPT, USAF 

Curtis Gardner, SGT, USAF  

Adriana Trigg, USAF 

Juan Carlos Ayon, SGT, US Army  

Anthony Mazzie, US Army  

Luis Luccani, PO, US Navy  

Austin Jacob Ferlita, PVT2s, US Army 

Josh C. Seal, PO, U.S. Navy  

Corinna Fleischmann, CDR, USCG    

Morganne Oyler, U.S. Navy  

Sean C. Andino, LTJG, U.S. Navy  

Thomas Krasnicki, LT, U.S. Navy  

Brett Smith, USMC 

Dominick J. Agnes III, SGT, USMC  

 Brian J. Babin, SS, USMC 

Spencer M. Brown, PVT, U.S. Army 

John Erickson, Cpl U.S. Army  

Jacob Torrens, Pvt., U.S. Army  

Cody Rigney, LT, U.S. Navy 

Adam Tapia, LT, U.S, Army  

Jason Mitchell, WO4, U.S. Army  

Alexander Maldonado, Captain, USAF 

Legal Consultation and Referral Service  
Every Monday by appointment only 

  Please call (813) 961-3023 

Divorced and Separated Support Group 
This ministry provides caring support for both women and 
men experiencing separation or divorce.  The group meets 
every Friday night at 7:30pm in the St. Paul Parish Center.  
You may come as often as you would like...every week, once a 
month or whenever it is convenient for you.  No charges/no 
fees.  All are welcome!  For more information and to answer 
any questions, please call Don Hemke at (813) 205-1735. 

Counseling Services 
Offered by Dr. Pat Berne 

Please call (813) 961-3023 to make an appointment 

AA Meetings:  Do you feel your life is out of control?  Is 
Alcohol ruining your life?  Help is here!  Our parish is blessed 
to host weekly Alcoholics Anonymous meetings every 
Wednesday at 8:15pm in the St Michael Building.  For more 
information, call (813) 933-9123.  May God bless you! 

Stay Connected This Summer! 
Join our parish’s Facebook page at: 

 

www.facebook.com/stpaultpa 
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OFFERTORY FOR SUNDAY, JUNE 23rd 
 

Offertory:  $ 19,891 
Online Giving:  $ 11,275 

Attendance: 3,381  
Envelopes:  667 

Thank you very much for your generosity! 

Sign up for Online Giving!   
It’s simple and convenient.   

 

Go to stpaulchurch.com, and click on the Online Giving 
link for more info on how to sign up.   Leaving a Legacy 

Leaving a legacy by including St. 

Paul Catholic Church in your will 

is most appreciated.  There can be 

many advantages to leaving a gift 

in this way.  Naming our parish as an entity in your will, 

trust, or as a beneficiary on a life insurance policy is a way 

for any parishioner to bless future generations through a 

legacy gift and support the ministry of the church.  For 

additional information please call Michael Maloney at  

813-961-3023 or e-mail mmaloney@stpaulchurch.com. 

A Stewardship Moment … 

Today’s Gospel reveals to us the beginning of Jesus’ 

journey to Jerusalem. We will journey with Jesus for 

many Sundays to come, and along the way he will teach 

us about the demands of discipleship. His instructions 

may seem harsh and unreasonable to our ears. His 

response to legitimate requests to postpone the journey 

reminds us that there are always justifiable excuses to 

defer the journey or put off the responsibilities of 

discipleship. Other important matters compete for our 

attention. Some of us must make heart-wrenching 

choices, but there is urgency about Jesus’ mission to 

bring forth God’s kingdom. His demand is that we 

proclaim the Kingdom of God now.  

Is this our first priority, or do we have other 

priorities?  

Coffee & Donuts 

We are off for the Summer to 

give our Ministries a much 

needed rest.   

See you on August 11th at the Small Business Expo! 

Have a fun and safe summer! 

 

 

 

 
We want to acknowledge the great work  Demilsa Gomez did 
over the past year.  Every Sunday she arrived at the Family 
Ctr. by 7 am to help our ministries setup with Coffee and 
Donuts.  Thank you!   
 
Thank you to our ministries that served at Coffee & Donuts 
over the past year:  Knights of Columbus, American 
Heritage Girls, English Bible Study, Amor de Jesus, 
Children’s Liturgy of the Word, Nursery, Partners in 
Prayer, Shawls of Hope, Council of Catholic Women, 
WELCOME, Panama Mission, Sacristans, Jamaican 
Mission, Respect Life, MDS, Spanish Bible Study, 
Baptism Prep., Special Events, Hospitality Ministry, St. 
Francis of Assisi, Communications, Preschool, Young at 
Heart, Divine Mercy Cenacles, St. Vincent de Paul, 
Human Trafficking (SOS), Pastoral Council, Financial 
Council, School Advisory, Lectors, Home Makers of 
Hope and Altar Servers.  Some of these ministries served 
multiple times!   

 

 

 

 

Thank you to all of our ministries and volunteers that 

donated their time throughout this past year.   

We want you to know that your commitment to St. Paul’s 

does not go unnoticed.  You are the reason why our 

parish is so alive and active and we are so very grateful 

for the gift of YOU!  



 

 

Growing Together as Disciples of  Christ! Page 13 

Faith in Action: “For you were called to 
freedom, brothers and sisters. But do not use 
this freedom as an opportunity for the flesh; 
rather serve one another through love” (Gal 
5:13).  We like to celebrate the fact that we are 

free to "live the good life." But Jesus calls us to a different 
kind of freedom. St. Paul reminds us that Jesus sets us free 
so that we can serve one another, share our gifts and 
promote God's work here on earth to glorify His name and 
not honor ourselves.  

“For you were called to freedom, brothers and sisters. But do not use this freedom as an opportunity for the flesh; rather serve one another through love” (Gal 5:13).   

I. I Kings 19:16, 19-21. The Call of 
Elisha 

 
Reflection:  This section of 1 Kings 
deals with events near the end of the 
life of the Prophet Elijah.  He is 
instructed by God to anoint Jehu as 
King of Israel and Elisha to succeed 
himself as Prophet. The Hebrew uses 
the word mashach (“to anoint with oil) 
both for the king and the Prophet 
Elisha. (It should be noted that Queen 
Elizabeth II was also anointed with oil 
at her coronation.) The process of 
"throwing his cloak" over Elisha 
implies that Elijah has some mysterious 
power over Elisha, and the latter is 
invited to participate in the process of 
communicating the truth of YHWH to 
the Israelites.  Elisha's destruction of 
oxen symbolizes his abandonment of 
his normal way of life for the life of 
dedicated discipleship. 

II. Galatians 5:1, 13-18.  Freedom in 
the Spirit 

 

 Reflection:  At the time Paul wrote, 
"Galatia" was a large section of what is 
now central Turkey.  Ankara (then 
"Ancyra") was its capital, but it included 
Konya (then "Iconium"), Antioch near 
Pisidia, Lystra and Derbe, in the last four 
of which Paul founded churches.  A 
central element of Paul's gospel was our 
Freedom in Christ.  But there is a risk 
that "freedom" might be construed as 
"license."  There are some hints that 
some followers of the Way felt that by 
having been freed from the constraints 
of the Jewish Law, there was no limit on 
their behavior.  Paul is quick to correct 
this misapprehension.  While 
emphasizing that the Law of Love 
supersedes all other laws, he teaches that 
only those activities that "build-up" the 
community, involving self-control and 
focus on the value of others, are real 
products of the Spirit.  It would be good 
to read the entirety of Chapter 5 and the 
first two verses of Chapter 6 to get the 
full flavor of this important teaching. 

III. Luke 9:51-62.  Discipleship 
 
Reflection:  The beginning of this 
reading marks an important turning 
point in the Lucan narrative.  A more 
literal translation of the Greek is: 
“When the days regarding his 
ascension were fulfilled, Jesus 
resolutely turned his face towards 
Jerusalem.”  He would inevitably 
continue his journey to suffering, 
death and resurrection.  It is fitting, 
then, that the evangelist offers us not 
only the model of Jesus, but what 
some scholars have identified as 
sayings at the oldest level of the Jesus 
tradition.  Note the reflection relating 
to the "Plough" of the story of Elisha 
in the first reading.  We must 
continually ask how, in our everyday 
lives, we exercise our "discipleship."  
We must recognize that the harshness 
of the "let the dead bury the dead" 
implies that discipleship is not held 
out as an easy life.  To what extent do 
we avoid "discipleship" because of the 
perceived cost? † 

Due to copyright restrictions, we are not 
able to print the Scriptures with the 

Reflections of Dr. Jack Conroy.   

Liturgical Ministries: Please let us know if you are 

interested in volunteering in these ways: Altar Servers, Arts & 

Environment, Eucharistic Ministers of Holy Communion, 

Funeral Planning, Hospitality, Lectors and Sacristans. Please 

c o n t a c t  E l i z a b e t h  H a y s  v i a  e m a i l  a t : 

ehays@stpaulchurch.com or call (813) 961-3023. 

On a Lighter Note! 

Q. Did you hear the one about the Liberty Bell?   
A.  Yeah, it cracked me up! 
 

Q.  What did one flag say to the other flag? 
A.  Nothing. It just waved! 
 

Q.  What kind of tea did the American colonists thirst for? 
A.   Liberty! 
 

Q.  What was General Washington’s favorite tree? 
A.   The infantry! 

Living Faith:  Jesus is inviting each one of us 
to follow Him.  What is hindering you from 
truly following the Lord with all your mind, 

heart, soul and body?  What are you going to do about it?  

Hurricane Season is Here! Now is the time to prepare.  
Make sure you have evacuation routes, 
water, batteries, and non-perishable 
foods.  Also make a note of friends and 
neighbors who may need extra help when 
a storm threatens.  Let us pray: “Our 

Father in Heaven through the intercession of Our Lady of 
Prompt Succor, spare us during this Hurricane season from all 
harm.  Protect us and our homes from all disasters of nature.  
Our Lady of Prompt Succor, hasten to help us.  We ask this 
through Christ our Lord.  Amen.” 

Deo Gratias: We would like to thank all those who 
volunteered throughout the year to serve coffee 
and donuts and Tapas with Jesus.  May God 
bless you!  We also thank those who help count 
the offertory each week.  The gift of your time 
and talent is greatly appreciated..  Kudos to those 

who shared bulletins from their travels. This week we received 
them from Oklahoma, Pennsylvania, and Florida! 

 

mailto:LouiseRomano@StPaulChurch.com

