St. Paul Catholic Church
and Preschool
www.StPaulChurch.com

12708 North Dale Mabry Highway, Tampa, Florida 33618-2802
Phone (813) 961-3023 † Fax (813) 962-8780
Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Sunday, August 4, 2019

WEEKEND MASSES
Saturday Masses
8:30am Mass

(Morning Prayer and
Benediction 8:10am)

Saturday Vigil Masses
5:30pm

Missa em Português: 7:30pm

Sunday Masses

7:30am, 9:00am, 10:45am,
12:30pm, 5:30pm
Misa en Español: 2:00pm

WEEKDAY MASSES
Monday to Friday
7:30am and 12:15pm
First Friday Mass 7:30pm
Third Friday Mass 7:30pm
*Fourth Friday Mass 7:30pm
*(en

Español)

Reconciliation (Confession)

Monday to Friday 11:30am - Noon
Saturdays 10:00am and 4:00pm
or upon request

Eucharistic Adoration
Monday to Thursday
8:00am to 8:30pm
Compline & Benediction
Friday 8:00am to
Saturday 8:30am Mass

Morning Prayer

Monday - Friday 7:10am
Saturday 8:10am

Anointing of the Sick
Every Second Saturday
of the Month at 8:30am

Church Office Hours:

Monday - Friday 8:00am to 4:00pm

Website:
www.stpaulchurch.com

"Formed by Word and Sacrament, we, the people of St. Paul Catholic Church,
are a Spirit-led, Eucharist-centered, vibrant multicultural Christian community of faith, living our love for
God and neighbor while growing together as disciples of Christ."

Contact us at:
info@stpaulchurch.com
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Courageously Growing Together in Christ!

We’re here to serve you!
Clergy
Fr. Bill Swengros
Fr. Robert Romaine
Fr. Prakash Rumao
Deacon Carlos Celaya
Deacon Ray Dever
Deacon Frank Henriquez

Faith Formation
Carmen Cayon
Maria Mendez

Sonia Eberhardt
Theresa Adams
Andy Gotsch
Maria Costa
Silvia Rivera
Preschool
Abbie Johnson
Mindy Geer

Liturgy
Elizabeth Hays
Mary Gant
Parish Support
Brian Smith
Barbara Gray
Laurie Erickson
Sam Mathai
Charles Yezak

Pastor
Parochial Vicar
Guest Priest
RCIA
Mental Health Support
Nursing Homes
Director
Baptism and
FORMED®Coordinator
K-5 Faith Formation
Coordinator, 1st Holy
Communion Prep
Middle School
Minister (Confirmation)
High School Youth
Minister
RCIA, Marriage Prep,
Adult Confirmation,
Quinceañeras
Religious Education
Assistant (Records)
Director
Assistant Director
Liturgist, Bereavement
Minister
Music Director
Parish Manager
Pastoral
Administrative
Assistant (Scheduling)
Director of Ministries
Maintenance
Director of
Communications

www.stpaulchurch.com
www.facebook.com/stpaultpa
info@stpaulchurch.com

My Dear Friends,
This Tuesday is the Feast of the Transfiguration, when Jesus took Peter, John,
and James and climbed up Mount Tabor to pray. Like Jesus, we all need to
pray. While in prayer, Jesus’ appearance changed; He was transfigured. Prayer
does that. It transfigures us. No, we may not glow like the sun, but prayer
nonetheless changes us. I remember my brother once wrote to me: “Bill, I
pray for you. Not because you need it, but because I need it.” Conversing
with God changes us.
Luke records that Jesus was having a conversation with Moses and Elijah
about the exodus which was to be accomplished in Jerusalem. The term
“exodus” is a loaded one as it refers to the liberation of God’s people from
slavery. Likewise, Jesus was going to Jerusalem to suffer, die, and rise from
the dead in order to set us free from the chains of sin and death. This was His
mission, His purpose here on earth. Likewise, our prayer confirms our
mission or purpose here on earth: to love God with all our hearts and souls
and to share His love and mercy with others.
The disciples were understandably distracted by this sight and wanted to
memorialize it. It was then that God the Father reminded them to focus:
“This is my chosen Son; listen to Him.” How important it is for us to keep
our minds and hearts focused on Jesus ... to listen to Him ... and to follow His
will in our lives and not be distracted by worries or concerns.
As you can tell, I love the mystery of the Transfiguration. In fact, Mount
Tabor is one of my favorite places on earth. Every time I visit there I am
changed. It transfigures me. Thankfully we have a “Mount Tabor” in our
parish ... namely, our parish chapel where we can spend quality time before
the Eucharistic Lord and experience the Transfiguration every day.
What should we do or say when we come to Eucharistic Adoration?
Remember, you don’t need to do or say anything. In fact, the perfect
prayer is simply to share with the Lord what is on your heart and then
LISTEN! LISTEN to Him with an attentive heart! LISTEN to His quiet
whisper. LISTEN!
Please come and pray before the Eucharistic Lord at least once every week, if
not every day! Like Jesus, invite three friends to join you! We periodically
bring the children in our Preschool, children in our Faith Formation classes
and teens in our Youth Group to Eucharistic Adoration. They love it! In
fact, our young adults have made it a regular part of their gatherings. For
them, it is a transfiguring experience - an encounter with God!
This Tuesday is the Feast of the Transfiguration. My prayer is that we may all,
in the words of St. Paul, “be transfigured from glory to glory into His
image!” (2 Cor 3:18).
May God bless you and your loved ones!

Our Vision Statement:

“Growing Together as Disciples
of Christ.”

Father Bill Swengros
Pastor

“Take care to guard against all greed, for though one may be rich, one's life does not consist of possessions” (Lk 12:15).

Healing Mass † August 9, 2019
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Parish and Liturgical Events

The faith community of St. Paul Catholic Church
cordially invites you our fourth annual Small Business
Expo, an event that honors and empowers small
businesses in our community. This event will be held
at St. Paul Family Center on Sunday, August 11th
from 8:30am to 2:00pm. The St. Paul family will
welcome over 35 small businesses in our area and is
privileged to provide this opportunity for the whole
community to explore a range of services. The event
will feature free giveaways, food samples and fun for
the whole family!

For more information, please send an email to:
sbexpo@stpaulchurch.com
NOTICE: The St. Paul Parish Office will be closed
on Wednesday, August 7 th for the Annual Staff
Retreat. The Parish Office will reopen at 8:00am
on Thursday, August 8 th .

On Thursday, August 15, we will celebrate
the Feast of the Assumption of the
Blessed Virgin Mary, a Holy Day of
Obligation. Our Mass schedule will be:
Wednesday, August 14th
7:30pm
Thursday, August 15th
7:30am, 12:15pm, 5:30pm and
7:30pm (en Español)

“Take care to guard against all greed, for though one may be rich, one's life does not consist of possessions” (Lk 12:15).

Parish and Liturgical Events
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CITIZENSHIP MASS AND RECEPTION
St. Paul Catholic Church and the Indian Community would like to honor all recent United States
Citizens and their families during the traditional Third Friday Novena and Mass of Our Lady of Good
Health (OLGH) on Friday, August 16. The novena will begin at 7:00pm, followed by Mass at 7:30pm.
A reception will be held after the OLGH Mass in the Family Center.
If you recently obtained your United States Citizenship and would like to attend the Mass and the
reception afterwards, please visit the St. Paul website at: www.stpaulchurch.com and click the link
on the front page to RSVP for this event. For more information, please contact Laurie at
lerickson@stpaulchurch.com or call (813) 961-3023.

Please RSVP with Laurie at (813) 961-3023 by August 9, 2019

YOUTH GROUP
FALL KICK-OFF

Come to the RCIA
(Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults)
A journey of faith, where you can build your
relationship with Christ and His Church!
RCIA Orientation will begin on Sunday,
August 18th at 10:00am in the
St. Paul Family Center
For information, please contact:
Maria Costa, RCIA Coordinator
Phone: 813-961-3023 ext. 3305
Email: mcosta@stpaulchurch.com

and
PARENT ORIENTATION

Sunday, August 18 th
6:30pm - 8:30pm
St. Paul Family Center
For more information, please contact
Andy Gotsch or Kim Smith at
(813) 961-3023 or via email
agotsch@stpaulchurch.com
ksmith@stpaulchurch.com
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St. Paul Faith Formation

We are rooted in Faith and growing in grace

Baptism

Parent(s)/guardian(s) must attend the orientation
event with their child on the day of the week that
the student is registered:
•
•

God reaches out to us in all kinds of ways. The desire in your
heart to baptize your child is one of them. The promises you
make for your child on this day will begin to form your child
into a faithful follower of Christ. However, the day of baptism
is only the beginning of this journey. Baptism is indeed a life
changing event!

The Sacrament of Baptism at St. Paul Catholic Church takes
place on the first three Saturdays of every month in English and
the fourth Saturday of every month in Spanish. If your child
needs to be baptized please contact our Baptism Coordinator,
Maria Mendez, at (813) 961-3023 or via email at:
mmendez@stpaulchurch.com. Parents and Godparents will
be asked to attend a baptismal preparation class.

Blessing of Students and Teachers
at all Masses next weekend!

Attention All High Schoolers!
Let’s get the school year
started out on the right foot!
Come to Youth Group on
Sunday, August 4th
6:30pm
St. Paul Family Center
Questions?
Contact Andy Gotsch at:
agotsch@stpaulchurch.com

•
•
•
•

Sunday, August 11, 10:15am - Elementary Students
Sunday, August 11, 4:00pm - High School
Confirmation/RCIA Youth and Teens
Monday, August 12, 4:15pm - Elementary Students
Monday, August 12, 6:00pm - Middle School Students
Tuesday, August 13, 6:00pm - Elementary Students
Wednesday, August 14, 6:00pm - Middle School Students
For more information, please contact the Faith
Formation Office at: (813) 961-3023

Faith Formation Classes for
2019-2020 will begin
during the week of
August 18-22, 2019

Baptism Ministry: Help Needed
The Baptism Ministry is in need of
coordinators to assist the families,
priests and deacons at Infant
Baptisms at both our English and
Spanish services! Help is needed on
Saturday mornings from 9:00am 11:00am, once or twice a month.
Training is available and coordinators
work together in teams. Bilingual in
English and Spanish is a plus. We are also in critical
need of teachers for our English baptismal preparation
classes to ready our parents and Godparents for this
important first step in their child’s faith journey! Join
us in serving at this beautiful Sacrament! Please contact
Maria Mendez at (813) 961-3023 or via email at:
mmendez@stpaulchurch.com.

“Take care to guard against all greed, for though one may be rich, one's life does not consist of possessions” (Lk 12:15).

St. Paul Catholic Preschool and Announcements
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We welcome the
newest members of
our parish family!
License # C HC 110273

Excellence in Catholic preschool education for over 35 years

St. Paul Catholic Preschool has undergone renovations
during the summer months. New cabinets have been
installed in the two year old and three year old classrooms.
Next, the school’s logo has been painted between the
Director’s office and Room I in the Parish Center. Finally,
all classrooms have received new tables and chairs. These
updates will enhance the learning environment when classes
begin during the second full week of August.

IMPORTANT PRESCHOOL DATES
Tuesday, August 13: Family Orientation in Family Center
from 6:00pm - 8:00pm (Caregivers only)
Thursday, August 15: Meet and Greet for children in T/TH
and 5 day (M-F) classes from 8:15am - 9:15am
Friday, August 16: Meet and Greet for children in MWF
classes AND first day of classes for children in 5 day (M-F)
Monday, August 19: First day of class for MWF children
Tuesday, August 20: First day of class for T/TH children

St. Paul Catholic Church offers a free
subscription, for our parishioners, to
FORMED.org!
1. Sign-up by at www.stpaulchurch.formed.org
2. Click on Register and enter the code: P33JN2
3. Enjoy movies, books and more!

Mr. and Mrs. Glenn W. Berdela, Jr. ▪ Mr. and Mrs. Carlos
Castaneda ▪ Ms. Cindy Dioguardi ▪ Mr. and Mrs. Stephen
Jackson ▪ Mr. Jamie Ramos and Ms. Maria Restrepo ▪
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Showalter ▪ Deacon and Mrs.
Richard Spiro ▪ Mr. and Mrs. Fabian Vargas
We celebrate! One of the most profound moments during
Mass is when we receive the Blessed
Sacrament. As you approach the minister,
be mindful of what you are to receive.
Prepare your heart to enter communion with
your Creator! As a sign of our great
reverence and deep devotion for the Blessed Sacrament, we
bow your heads just prior to approaching the minister to
receive the Eucharist. Most people bow before stepping
forward to receive. Then, clearly extend your tongue or lift
and extend your hands, one placed open upon the other, so
that the minister can easily give you Holy Communion. If you
are not receiving the Precious Blood, you are encouraged to
pause and bow as you pass the chalice. Remember it contains
the Eucharistic Lord! Also be sure to remain in the Church
until the priest has left. May our active participation in the
Sacred Liturgies always reflect our love for the Lord!

Help Needed! The clergy and staff of St. Paul often meet

with people who need counseling or mental
health care. If you are a mental health
professional, please let Father Bill know. He
would like to arrange a meeting with the
clergy and staff to create a list of parish
professionals which we can use when
making referrals. Thank you so very much!

Tired of Writing Checks? Our parish offers an Automatic
Offering Plan. You can choose to have money automatically
withdrawn from your savings, checking or credit card account
on a monthly or semi-monthly basis. There is no charge for
this service and it can be stopped at any time with only a
week’s notice. No more envelopes...no more writing checks...
no more having to remember to bring your cash! For more
information, please contact Brian Smith at the Parish Office
(813-961-3023; bsmith@stpaulchurch.com).

Pray for Priests! Heavenly Father, please grant to your
faithful servants, the grace and strength to carry out your
mission for the Church each day. Keep our priests close to you
and continue to inspire them to serve others in your holy name.
Please help to inspire men who are called to a priestly vocation
to answer your call and participate in the fullness that you have
planned for them. Amen.
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Liturgy Corner
Pope Francis: “The gift of discernment

Saturday, August 3, 2019
8:30am
Guido Tiozzo +
5:30pm
Frank Trinch +
7:30pm
Ray Myers +
Sunday, August 4, 2019
Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
7:30am
Michael Drabik +
9:00am
Delores Moore (int.)
10:45am St. Paul Parishioners (int.)
12:30pm Emilio Tirado +
2:00pm
Jose Antonio Torres +
5:30 pm Partners in Prayer (int.)
Monday, August 5, 2019
The Dedication of the Basilica of Saint Mary Major

7:30am
12:15pm

Anna and Mike Kovach +
Aurelia Knapik +

Tuesday, August 6, 2019
Feast of the Transfiguration of the Lord

7:30am
12:15pm

Luzviminda Aguirre +
Marie Giordano +

Wednesday, August 7, 2019
Saint Sixtus II, Pope & Companions, Martyrs; Saint Cajetan, Priest

7:30am
12:15pm

Consecrated Life and Priestly Vocations (int.)
Joseph Mullore +

Thursday, August 8, 2019
Memorial of Saint Dominic, Priest

7:30am
12:15pm

Anna Novak +
Lucy Nguyen +

Friday, August 9, 2019

has become all the more necessary today,
since contemporary life offers immense
possibilities for action and distraction, and
the world presents all of them as valid and
good. All of us, but especially the young, are immersed in a
culture of zapping. We can navigate simultaneously on two or
more screens and interact at the same time with two or three
virtual scenarios. Without the wisdom of discernment, we can
easily become prey to every passing trend.

This is all the more important when some novelty presents
itself in our lives. Then we have to decide whether it is new
wine brought by God or an illusion created by the spirit of this
world or the spirit of the devil. At other times, the opposite
can happen, when the forces of evil induce us not to change, to
leave things as they are, to opt for a rigid resistance to change.
Yet that would be to block the working of the Spirit. We are
free, with the freedom of Christ. Still, he asks us to examine
what is within us – our desires, anxieties, fears and questions –
and what takes place all around us – “the signs of the times” –
and thus to recognize the paths that lead to complete freedom.
“Test everything; hold fast to what is good” (1 Thess
5:21)” (Pope Francis, Gaudete et Exsultate, 167-168).

A Summer Prayer: Father, Creator of all, thank You for
summer! Thank you for the warmth of the sun and the increased
daylight. Thank You for the beauty I see all around me and for
the opportunity to be outside and enjoy Your creation. Thank You
for the increased time I have to be with my friends and family, and
for the more casual pace of the summer season. Draw me closer to
You this summer. Teach me how I can pray no matter where I am
or what I am doing. Warm my soul with the awareness of Your
presence and light my path with Your Word and Counsel. As I
enjoy Your creation, create in me a pure heart and a hunger and a
thirst for You. Amen.

Saint Teresa Benedicta of the Cross, Virgin and Martyr

7:30am
12:15pm

Zacarias Arado +
Matthew Brown +

Sunday

Saturday, August 10, 2019
Feast of Saint Lawrence, Deacon and Martyr

8:30am
5:30pm
7:30pm

Robert Novak +
Edwardo Garriga +
Maria Nieto +

Sunday, August 11, 2019
Nineteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
7:30am
Ed Fisher +
9:00am
Jose and Aura Serrato +
10:45am Edward Cigarran +
12:30pm St. Paul Parishioners (int.)
2:00pm
Lila Lopez Arburola +
5:30 pm Jaroslaw P. Miernik +

Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday

Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Ecc 1:2; 2:21-23; Ps 90:3-4, 5-6, 12-13, 14 and
17; Col 3:1-5, 9-11; Lk 12:13-21
Nm 11:4b-15; Ps 81:12-13, 14-15, 16-17;
Mt 14:13-21
Dn 7:9-10, 13-14; Ps 97:1-2, 5-6, 9; 2 Pt 1:16-19;
Lk 9:28b-36
Nm 13:1-2, 25—14:1, 26a-29a, 34-35;
Ps 106:6-7ab, 13-14, 21-22, 23; Mt 15:21-28
Nm 20:1-13; Ps 95:1-2, 6-7, 8-9; Mt 16:13-23
Dt 4:32-40; Ps 77:12-13, 14-15, 16 and 21;
Mt 16:24-28
2 Cor 9:6-10; Ps 112:1-2, 5-6, 7-8, 9; Jn 12:24-26
Nineteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Wis 18:6-9; Ps 33:1, 12, 18-19, 20-22; Heb 11:1-2,
8-19 or Heb 11:1-2, 8-12; Lk 12:32-48 or Lk 12:35-40

“Take care to guard against all greed, for though one may be rich, one's life does not consist of possessions” (Lk 12:15).

Courageously Living the Gospel!
Saints of God: Thursday is the feast of St. Dominic, the

famed founder of the Dominican Order, “the
Order of Preachers” (1170-1221). Dominic was
born of Spanish nobility in Caleruega, Spain in
1170. In 1191, a severe famine devastated
Spain.
Dominic sold everything he had,
including his furniture and clothes and bought
food for the poor. On two other occasions,
Dominic attempted to sell himself into slavery to the Moors to
obtain the freedom of others. He was recruited by the Pope to
evangelize unbelievers, especially those afflicted by the
Albigensian heresy. Dominic was known for his wisdom,
eloquence, and character. He had a great love for the rosary.
In 1215, Dominic was granted permission to form a preaching
order, later known as the Dominicans. This is a prayer of St.
Dominic:

May God the Father, who made us, bless us. May God the
Son, who redeemed us, send healing into our midst. May
God the Holy Spirit, who gives us life, move within us.
May God give us eyes to see to God, ears to hear God, and
hands to bring God’s work into the world. May we walk
with God and preach the word of God to all. May the
angel of peace watch over us and lead us at last by God's
grace to the eternal Kingdom. Amen!
On the second Saturday of every month
during the 8:30 morning Mass, we will offer
the Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick. This
beautiful Sacrament is for those who are
advanced in age as well as those who suffer
from a serious (grave) illness. It is
recommended for all those who are scheduled
to be admitted to a hospital for surgery later this month to
be anointed. This Sacrament can be received as often as
needed. Come and experience the healing touch of the
Divine Physician!

Christ Heal Us!

Think About It: “For by doing what God demands of us with
total surrender of our innermost being, we cause the divine life
to become our own inner life. Entering into ourselves, we find
God in our own selves.”
– St. Teresa Benedicta of the Cross

We pray for the repose of the souls of those
recently departed: Chester Galuska, Martha de

Gonzalez, Doris Ann Fernandez, Dolores
Mastrino, William “Bill” Clemmer, David Boggess,
Christopher C. Flood, Brinitte Gonzalez, Rosemary
A’Hearn, Nicholas Mazzarella, Frank Robidas, Angel Enrique
Rodriguez-Rivera, Graciela Velasquez and Victor Torres.

Please remember in your prayers those with particular
health needs: Jamie Zambrano, Charlie Gnirke, Todd
Caouette, Frank Permuy, Mary Garcia, Suzette Hillis, Julie
Cate, Beatrice Schultz, Dave Beiro, Dan Teal and Paul Martin.
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Looking Ahead! August 9: Shalom Healing Mass with Rev.
Roy Palatty, CMI, Spiritual Director, Shalom
Media from 6:30pm - 8:30pm in the Church;
August 10: LifeTeen Core Retreat at St. Leo
University; August 11: Small Business Expo
from 8:30am - 2:00pm in the Family Center;
August 11: Coffee and Donuts resume;
August 11: Blessing of Students and Teachers (during homily
at all Masses); August 11: Brazilian Father’s Day in the Parish
Center; August 11 - 14: Faith Formation Parent Meetings
during Faith Formation times; August 12: Diocesan and
Hillsborough County School Year begins; August 15:
Assumption of Mary (Holy Day of Obligation) Mass Times 7:30pm Vigil; 7:30am, 12:15pm, 5:30pm & 7:30pm (Spanish);
August 15: Preschool First Day of Classes; August 16: Our
Lady of Good Health and Citizenship Mass - 7:00pm Rosary,
7:30pm Mass, Citizenship reception in Family Center after
Mass; August 18: Preschool New Year Blessing at 10:45am
Mass; August 18 - 22: Beginning of Faith Formation Classes
for 2019-2020; August 22: Ministry Leader Workshop Dinner
from 6:30pm - 9:00pm in the Family Center; August 23:
Fourth Friday Spanish Mass, 7:00pm Rosary, 7:30pm Mass,
reception after Mass in Parish Center.

Food for Thought: “Do not receive Christ in the Blessed
Sacrament so that you may use Him as you judge best but give
yourself to Him and let Him receive you in this Sacrament, so
that He Himself, God your Saviour, may do to you and
through you whatever He wills.”
– St. Cajetan

Ask It Basket: “I’d like to have my baby baptized but I’m

confused about who to choose for the
godparents.” First of all, congratulations!
The choice of godparents is important.
Remember, you only need one. If you would
like two, one must be male, the other female.
The person you choose must be an active Catholic is at least
sixteen years of age and have been confirmed and receives
Holy Communion regularly.
Most importantly, the
godparents should be living a life in accord with the teachings
of the Church and be willing and able to share our faith with
your child through word and example. If married, he or she
must have been marriage in accord with the Church and if not
married, must live a chaste life. Unfortunately you can’t be
the godparent for your child but the grandparents, aunts and
uncles, and friends are often great choices! A person who is
baptized in a Protestant faith can serve as a witness alongside
a Catholic godparent. If the godparent of your choosing
cannot attend the baptism, another person can act as a proxy
or stand-in for the ceremony. If you don’t know any active
Catholics, don’t worry. There are a lot of people in our parish
who would love to sponsor your child for baptism. The
important thing is that your child is baptized and that you
share your faith with your child! I hope this helps! (If you
have a question for the Ask It Basket, please contact
frbill@stpaulchurch.com).

Ministries
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St. Vincent de Paul Society
Pantry Hours
Monday & Thursday 9:00am - 12:00pm
Assistance Line: (813) 264-3325

We continue to thank you for your food and monetary
donations. It is because of your generosity that many
families have food on their table.
If you would like to help, food donations to the St. Vincent
de Paul Food Pantry can be left in the marked baskets in the
church Narthex. Monetary donations can be dropped in the
Poor Box, located in the Narthex. Please make sure to specify
SVDP in the memo line for check donations or you may use
an offertory envelope for cash donations and label it SVDP.

Thank you for your generosity! ~ SVDP Society
Pantry Wish List This Week:
Mac & Cheese, Chili and Pasta Sauce
*Please note we are unable to use expired items*

St. Francis
of Assisi Ministry
The St. Francis of Assisi
Ministry is accepting prayer
requests from those who are
coping with the loss of a pet or
struggling with their pet’s
illness. Please submit your
prayer request to: st-francisministry@stpaulchurch.com

CUB SCOUT PACK 143
Open to all boys and girls in
Grades K - 5
To join Cub Scout Pack 143, please contact:
George Melendez
(813) 928-2765 or cubscouts@stpaulchurch.com

Shawls of Hope
Inviting all knitters and
crocheters to create
shawls and baby
blankets as a source of comfort and
prayer. Our next meeting is Friday,
August 9th at 10:00am in the St. Paul
Parish Center.

Home Makers of Hope Ministry has a representative at
the Parish Center to accept donations on Fridays this
summer from 10:00am to
12:00pm. We continue to
accept new or slightly
used items. We are in
need of towels, bedsheets
and comforters (please
label
size),
shower
curtains and bath mats.
If you would like to donate furniture, please go to our
website and fill out the information online at our website:
www.homemakersofhope.com
For additional questions, please contact Ed Ortega at:
home-makers-of-hope@stpaulchurch.com

St. Paul Council of Catholic Women
You are invited to attend the first meeting,
of the fiscal year, of the Council of Catholic
Women on Thursday, August 8th at
7:00pm in the Family Center, Section 2.
Please bring your favorite pot luck dish to
share! New and returning members...please
bring $15.00 for annual dues.

SAVE THE DATE!
Beloved &
Beautiful
Afternoon Tea

Saturday,
August 31st
12:00pm - 3:00pm
For more
information, contact
Cathy Hayter at
(813) 843-8969

Liturgical Ministries: Please let us know if you are
interested in volunteering in these ways:
Altar Servers, Arts & Environment,
Eucharistic Ministers of Holy
Communion, Fune ral Planning,
Hospitality, Lectors and Sacristans. Please
contact Elizabeth Hays via email at:
ehays@stpaulchurch.com or call (813) 961-3023.
Ministries are encouraged to send information regarding
upcoming meetings and events to:
bulletin@stpaulchurch.com
Submissions for the bulletin are due nine (9) days prior to
the bulletin’s front cover date.

“Take care to guard against all greed, for though one may be rich, one's life does not consist of possessions” (Lk 12:15).

Ministries
The SOS Human Trafficking Ministry
at St. Paul Catholic Church provides
awareness and education, conducts
fund-raising events and offers
spiritual rehabilitation to survivors. The ministry
encourages others to use their God inspired passions to
help put an end to human trafficking while joining in the
fight against modern day slavery. If you have questions or
are interested in joining our ministry, please let us know.
Email us at humantrafficking@stpaulchurch.com or call
Cathy Hayter at (813) 843-8969.
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Beginning September 11th…

Catholic Life Bible Study©

St. Paul’s Letters
to the Corinthians
and Galatians
Wednesdays 9:00am - 11:00am
&
Wednesdays 7:30pm - 9:00pm
St. Paul Family Center
biblestudy@stpaulchurch.com

AMERICAN
HERITAGE GIRLS
TROOP 147
For information on how to join the
American Heritage Girls, please send
an email to: ahg@stpaulchurch.com

Weekday Lector Substitutes Needed
Do you attend daily Mass? Do you have a love for The Word?
Is the Holy Spirit tugging at your heart calling you to read?
Currently, the Lector Ministry is in need of a few people
willing to be on call as a substitute reader for either the
7:30am or 12:15pm daily masses. The 7:30am Mass includes
participating in morning prayer which begins at 7:10am.
Training will be provided. For details or questions, please
contact Monica Kosiorek at lectors@stpaulchurch.com or
by calling (813) 393-7465.

Counseling Services

Offered by Dr. Pat Berne
Please call (813) 961-3023 to make an appointment

Legal Consultation and Referral Service
Every Monday by appointment only
Please call (813) 961-3023

Divorced and Separated Support Group

This ministry provides caring support for both women and
men experiencing separation or divorce. The group meets
every Friday night at 7:30pm in the St. Paul Parish Center.
You may come as often as you would like...every week, once a
month or whenever it is convenient for you. No charges/no
fees. All are welcome! For more information and to answer
any questions, please call Don Hemke at (813) 205-1735.

AA Meetings: Do you feel your life is out of control? Is

Alcohol ruining your life? Help is here! Our parish is blessed
to host weekly Alcoholics Anonymous meetings every
Wednesday at 8:15pm in the St Michael Building. For more
information, call (813) 933-9123. May God bless you!

“IN THE WILDFLOWERS” RETREAT
“In the Wildflowers” is for women
who have suffered childhood sexual
abuse. This is a 10-week, Christcentered, private retreat. If you are
interested in participating in this
women’s retreat, please contact
Cathy Hayter at (813) 843-896 or send a message via email to:
inthewildflowers@stpaulchurch.com or visit our
website at: www.wildflowersretreat.org.

Stewardship
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2019 Annual Pastoral Appeal

99.3%!
Can you help us get to 100%? If you
have not made a gift, it’s never too late.
Pledge envelopes are located in the
Narthex for your convenience.
BE COURAGEOUS and let faith be
your guide, hope be your inspiration
and love inspire your action.

A Stewardship Moment…
In today’s Gospel, Jesus offers a
warning to those who pursue leisure
and pleasure as their goal in life
without concern for the poor and
less fortunate. He tells the parable of
the wealthy landowner who, upon
yielding an exceptionally profitable
harvest one year, determines that he
will live the rest of his days in
relaxation; to eat, drink and be merry.
God calls the miser a “fool” and lets him know that his
greed and self-indulgence will not bring him the security
he seeks. Good stewards acknowledge that the money
and possessions entrusted to them are to be used to
further the mission of Jesus Christ.
This week let us reflect on our own daily consumption
habits. Do we spend money on articles that make us
better ambassadors of Christ? Does our personal lifestyle
bring “good news to the poor” (Luke 4:18)?

Coffee & Donuts
Officially begins at the Small
Business Fair on August 11th so
be sure to stop by. That’s less
than a month away!
Have you ever thought about volunteering at Coffee
& Donuts and be a part of this fun ministry?
Although our ministries host each week, they can always
use some help, especially our smaller ministries. You
get a chance to meet and greet some really nice people
and help us continue to build community amongst our
parishioners.
Ministry Leaders - Please be sure to contact Demilsa
at coffeeanddonuts@stpaulchurch.com to schedule a
week or two this year. It’s a great way to get introduce
your ministry to our parishioners!

Stewardship

...a way of life
Sign up for Online Giving!
It’s simple and convenient.
Go to stpaulchurch.com, and click on the Online Giving
link for more info on how to sign up.

Leaving a Legacy
Leaving a legacy by including St.
Paul Catholic Church in your
will is most appreciated. There
can be many advantages to
leaving a gift in this way. Naming our parish as an
entity in your will, trust, or as a beneficiary on a life
insurance policy is a way for any parishioner to bless
future generations through a legacy gift and support the
ministry of the church. For additional information
please call or email Parish Manger, Brian Smith, at
813-961-3023 or bsmith@stpaulchurch.com.

OFFERTORY FOR SUNDAY, JULY 28th
Offertory: $ 22,720
Attendance: 3,423
Envelopes: 705

Thank you very much for your generosity!

“Take care to guard against all greed, for though one may be rich, one's life does not consist of possessions” (Lk 12:15).

Growing Together as Disciples of Christ!
Faith in Action: “Take care to guard against all

greed, for though one may be rich, one's life
does not consist of possessions” (Lk 12:15).
The Gospel message today is contrary to our
modern culture where advertising continually
tries to convince us that our value lies in the things we
possess. Jesus showed us that our true value lies in the way we
live our lives. He challenges us to not hoard material
possessions, but rather to live a grateful and generous lifestyle
and become more "other‑centered" and less "self‑centered."

On a Lighter Note! 'What's wrong with
Murphy?' asked Father Green. 'I don't know,
Father. Yesterday he swallowed a spoon and he
hasn't stirred since,' said Mrs. Murphy.

We want to celebrate! Are you or a fellow parishioner

celebrating a special milestone such as a birthday,
anniversary, graduation or other special event? Are
you expecting a child or preparing to move? Please
call Elizabeth at the parish office and let us know!
We would like to remember you in our prayers and
invite you to bring up the gifts at the Sunday Mass. Let your
parish family be a part of your celebration!

Stay Connected This Summer!
Join our parish’s Facebook page at:

www.facebook.com/stpaultpa
Due to copyright restrictions, we are not
able to print the Scriptures with the
Reflections of Dr. Jack Conroy.
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Living Faith: Today’s Gospel challenges us

to reevaluate our priorities. What do we
possess and what possesses us? What are
those things we consume our attention and energy.
Remember, the best things in life are not things.

Deo Gratias: We thank God for our volunteers who help
prepare parents and godparents for baptism in
English, Spanish, and Portuguese as well as
those who assist the priests and deacons during
the weekly baptism ceremonies! May God bless
you! (Hint: We can always use more help.
Contact Maria Mendez at the parish office for more
information.) Also don’t forget to share bulletins from your
travels with us. Local Mass times are readily available online
at Masstimes.org. Thank you!

Beware of Text Message and Social Media Scams!
It has come to the attention of the Diocese of
St. Petersburg that parishioners have been
receiving text messages asking for money and
gift cards from people pretending to be our
priests. Our priests and staff do not contact
individuals via text message or social media to
ask for money or personal information. Do not reply to such
text or social media messages and report them to your parish
and the Diocese.
Please follow this link: https://
bit.ly/331W5IW for tips on how to protect yourself from
such scams.

something that deserves reflection?

II. Colossians 3:1-5, 9-11. Practical
I. Ecclesiastes 1:2, 2:21-23. An Early Application of the Law of Christ.
Existentialist.
Reflection: It is likely that the earliest
Reflection: The book of Qoheleth Christian communities, when St. Paul
has been seen by many as an convinced them that they were no
expression of the absurdity of life. It longer bound by Torah observance,
may be that it describes the absurdity may have slipped into libertarianism.
of a certain kind of life. For the If the "Law" is dead, then we can do
vanities that are recognized are those anything. But we know that such a
that are focused on the values of the perception will destroy a community,
"World." There exists a false set of and for St. Paul, up-building the
values, (in which we are immersed as community, the Body of Christ, was all
soon as we turn on the TV) that -important. So the Pauline author here
proposes that self-indulgence is the shows us how behavior must follow
prime value, that acquisitiveness is the the New Life in Christ resulting from
proper goal of our life, and that there baptism. It turns out that these are
exists "security" in this world. To the Stoic values, originating more than two
extent that these values are espoused, hundred years earlier, and widely
the Author cries, "Vanity." What is the espoused throughout the Hellenistic
source of our "stress?" Is it rooted in world.
Nevertheless, they are
the above "false values?" Is that consistent with the New Law.

III. Luke 12:13-21 About What
Should We Be Concerned?
Reflection: The first of the narratives
describes an underlying attitude
characteristic of the Jesus movement,
that the request for "arbitration" implies
greed. That material goods should
cause a conflict between two brothers
was intolerable for Jesus. The very idea
of “Brotherhood” implied that one
party’s attempting to secure more for
him se lf o r h er se lf was s el f contradictory. Jesus then launches into
an explanation of his attitude, by
describing what might be considered
totally normal economic activity.
Indeed, it is precisely what we do today!
We call our actions, "prudent." And
our acquisitive society insists that we
forget totally about our mortality, and
that "he wins who has the most toys."
For Jesus, such an attitude is bankrupt,
as we also saw in the first reading. †

