St. Paul Catholic Church
and Preschool
www.stpaulchurch.com
12708 North Dale Mabry Highway, Tampa, Florida 33618-2802
Phone (813) 961-3023 † Fax (813) 962-8780

Twenty-fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Sunday, September 15, 2019

WEEKEND MASSES
Saturday Masses
8:30am Mass

(Morning Prayer and
Benediction 8:10am)

Saturday Vigil Masses
5:30pm

Missa em Português: 7:30pm

Sunday Masses
7:30am, 9:00am, 10:45am,
12:30pm, 5:30pm
Misa en Español: 2:00pm

WEEKDAY MASSES
Monday to Friday
7:30am and 12:15pm

First Friday Mass 7:30pm
Third Friday Mass 7:30pm
*Fourth Friday Mass 7:30pm
*(en

Español)

Reconciliation (Confession)

Monday to Friday 11:30am - Noon
Saturdays at 10:00am and 4:00pm
or upon request

Eucharistic Adoration
Monday to Thursday
8:00am to 8:30pm
Compline & Benediction
Friday 8:00am to
Saturday 8:30am Mass

Morning Prayer

Monday - Friday 7:10am
Saturday 8:10am

Anointing of the Sick
Every Second Saturday
of the Month at 8:30am

Church Office Hours:

Monday - Friday 8:00am to 4:00pm

Website:
www.stpaulchurch.com
"Formed by Word and Sacrament, we, the people of St. Paul Catholic Church,
are a Spirit-led, Eucharist-centered, vibrant multicultural Christian community of faith, living our love for
God and neighbor while growing together as disciples of Christ."

Contact us at:
info@stpaulchurch.com
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Courageously Growing Together in Christ!

We’re here to serve you!
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Fr. Bill Swengros
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Fr. Robert Romaine Parochial Vicar
Fr. Ambrose Kadambukatt Parochial Vicar
Deacon Carlos Celaya RCIA
Deacon Ray Dever
Mental Health Support
Deacon Frank Henriquez Ministry to Homebound
and Nursing Homes
Deacon Rich &
Ignatian Spirituality
Colleen Spiro
Faith Formation
Carmen Cayon
Maria Costa
Sonia Eberhardt
Maria Mendez
Silvia Rivera
Andy Gotsch
Theresa Adams

Preschool
Abbie Johnson
Mindy Geer
Liturgy
Mary Gant
Elizabeth Hays
Parish Support
Brian Smith
Laurie Erickson
Louis Gobin
Barbara Gray
Sam Mathai
Charles Yezak, Jr.

Director
RCIA, Marriage Prep,
Adult Confirmation,
Quinceañeras
K-5 Faith Formation
Coordinator, 1st Holy
Communion Prep
Baptism and
FORMED®Coordinator
Religious Education
Assistant (Records)
High School Youth
Minister
Middle School Youth
Minister
Director
Assistant Director
Music Director
Liturgist, Bereavement
Minister
Parish Manager
Director of Ministries
Accountant
Pastoral Administrative
Assistant (Scheduling)
Maintenance
Director of
Communications

www.stpaulchurch.com
www.facebook.com/stpaultpa
info@stpaulchurch.com

My Dear Friends,
It’s here!! Praise God!! I love our Ministry Fair! Each year it gives us all the
opportunity to learn more about how God is blessing our parish, to prayerfully
discern how God is calling us to become more involved, to meet some
extraordinary parishioners, make new friends, network and enjoy some
delicious food! God is so good to us! This year is extra special as we are blest
to have the opportunity to meet Fr. Ambrose, to learn about our new
ministries, and to pick up a new copy of our St. Paul Ministry Directory.
The Directory is especially useful as it contains updated descriptions of all our
ministries, information about our parish advisory councils, a summary of our
parish finances, a calendar of upcoming parish events, and a pictorial directory
of our parish staff. I encourage you to pick up your copy and circle those
ministries you are interested in. If you have a question about the parish
finances, contact me or our parish manager, Brian Smith by phone at 813-9613023 or via email (bsmith@stpaulchurch.com). Our next Q&A is October
10th, but please don’t wait until then to have your questions or concerns
addressed! Also, if you see anything in the Directory, our website or on the St.
Paul Parish App which needs to be corrected or updated, please inform
Charles Yezak, our parish’s Director of Communications, by email
(cyezak@stpaulchurch.com). Thank you and may God bless you!
So why should you become involved in a ministry? Good question! First, you
are doing exactly what Jesus told us to do...to love and serve Him and to love
and serve our neighbor. Second, you will find that the more you are involved,
the smaller our parish becomes. You will discover that you have many new
wonderful friends who will journey with you through life. Our parish family
truly will become an extended family for you. Third, you will find that your
involvement in ministry will be a blessing to your family. The graces you
receive will flow to them!
Does that mean you shouldn’t be involved in other charitable organizations in
our community? Of course not! Our parishioners truly are the “movers and
shakers” throughout Tampa Bay and as a result, St. Paul has a wonderful
reputation as being a bright light in our area and home of some of the most
generous and talented people in Hillsborough County. Thank you!
You don’t have much time? You have physical limitations? You travel a great
deal? No worries. We are blest with over 100 different active ministries and
there is certainly one that will fit your needs. Pray about it or talk to Laurie
Erickson, our Director of Ministries (Lerickson@StPaulChurch.com). She
will certainly help you!
May God bless you and I’ll see you at the Ministry Fair!

Our Vision Statement:

“Growing Together as Disciples
of Christ.”

Fr. Bill Swengros, Pastor
P.S. While visiting the Ministry Fair, please be sure to thank our volunteers!

“Everything I have is yours” (Lk 15:31).

Parish and Liturgical Events
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Father Ambrose is from Kerala, India. He was ordained on December 28, 1998,
at Our Lady of the Immaculate Conception Church in Manjummel, in the
Ernakulam district of India, which is under the Roman Catholic Archdiocese of
Verapoly. Father Ambrose is a member of the Order of The Discalced Carmelites
(OCD). This order emphasizes the dedication to a life of prayer.

Prior to coming to St. Paul Catholic Church, Father Ambrose served as the
Associate Parochial Vicar at St. Luke Catholic Church in Los Angeles and as the
Chaplain at St. Francis Medical Center in Lynwood, California.
Father Ambrose
Kadarnbukatt, our new
Parochial Vicar!

We are very blessed to have Father Ambrose Kadarnbukatt join our family! Please
be sure to stop by and introduce yourself after Mass.

Novena in honor of Padre Pio will be held at
our Padre Pio Shrine on September 14, 15,
21 and 22 at 1:00pm
Novena will be held in the Church on
September 16 - 20 at 1:00pm

Feast Day Mass will be held on Monday,
September 23 at the Padre Pio Shrine at
7:30pm (weather permitting)
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Parish and Liturgical Events

St. Paul Catholic Church

Annual Charity
Golf Tournament
Saturday, October 26
Cheval Golf & Athletic Club
In support of:
St. Paul Catholic Church Charities

NOVENA TO OUR LADY
OF APARECIDA
October 3 - 11 at 7:30pm
Our Lady of Aparecida Shrine

The purpose of the Adult Faith Enrichment Program
(formerly known as Adult Continuing Education
Ministry) is to enrich the faith of adults who have already
been practicing the Catholic Faith for years. The program
offers participants the opportunity of study and reflection
in a non-academic and friendly atmosphere. We gather
every Thursday from 7:00pm - 8:30pm in the Family
Center, Section 3 for our topic followed by group
discussions.
The first video and discussion series is entitled
"PRIEST, PROPHET, KING" from Bishop Robert
Barron's Word on Fire ministry. This series runs for seven
weekly sessions, now through October 31, 2019.

Here is how you can participate….
As a Player, join in the Tournament’s Four Person scramble.
Your donation of $100 per player or $400 per foursome
includes:
• 18 holes of golf and cart fees
• Boxed lunch, an Italian buffet dinner and
complimentary beverages
• A gift bag that includes a $39 round of golf at Cheval
and a $100 catalog gift certificate just for test driving a
Cadillac at Ed Morse
• Golf vacation trips and/or premiums for a hole-inone on all Par 3's
• Silent auction and raffle prizes
As a Hole Sponsor, by choosing your donation level:
• Contest Sponsor - Prepays 4 players, places your sign
on 2 holes ($800)
• Gold Sponsor - Prepays 4 players and places your sign
on 1 hole ($600)
• Hole Sponsor - Places your sign on 1 hole ($200)
As a Raffle and Silent Auction Sponsor, advertise your
business with gift cards, discount coupons, free rounds of
golf...or donate bottles of wine, cigars, golf balls, golf bags,
sports memorabilia, game tickets, gift baskets and more!

Sponsored by:
Knights of Columbus
Council 11211
knights@stpaulchurch.com

St. Paul Pumpkin Patch

Begins October 5th

“Everything I have is yours” (Lk 15:31).

Parish and Liturgical Events
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We welcome the newest members
of our parish family!
Mr. Robert Lemus, Sr., & Ms. Vanessa Sierra ▪ Mr. Michael
Becher ▪ Mr. Ariel Dominguez & Ms. Neisy de la Grana ▪
Mr. & Mrs. Steven Riddell ▪ Mr. Francisco Romero & Ms.
Ramona Estrella ▪ Mr. & Mrs. Roniel Perez ▪ Mr. Nelson
Redondo & Ms. Gretta Briceno ▪ Mr. Johnny Socorro & Ms.
Maria Seguera ▪ Ms. Martha Arciniega ▪ Mr. Jose Chirinos &
Ms. Maria Castro ▪ Mr. & Mrs. Justin Jones ▪ Mr. & Mrs. Silvio
Medina ▪ Mr. & Mrs. Braulio Morejon ▪ Mr. & Mrs. Theodore
Schweitzer ▪ Mr. & Mrs. Francisco Togado ▪ Mrs. Pat Kline ▪
Mr. Alfonso Ladino & Ms. Gladys Agudelo ▪ Mrs. Linda
Savino ▪ Mr. & Mrs. Leonardo Verdugo

Each week people gather on our campus to pray. Listed below are some of our prayer groups:

PRAYER GROUP

DAY(S) & TIMES

Eucharistic Adoration
Rosary (in Church)
Rosary and Prayer for Vocations (in Church)
Our Mother of Mercy
Legion of Mary (Español)
La Familia (Español)
Padre Pio Prayer Group
Spiritual Mothers
Amor de Jesus Grupo de Oración (Español)
Cenáculo de Maria Rosa Mística (Português)
Grupo Terco dos Homens (Português)
24-hour Eucharistic Adoration
Rosary and Santo Niño Perpetual Novena
Sacred Heart Novena Mass
Nossa Senhora Da Rosa Mistica (Português)
Cursillo de Cristiandad (Español)
Our Lady of Good Health Novena Mass
Miraculous Medal Novena
Anointing of the Sick
Our Lady of Peñafrancia
Cenacles of Divine Mercy (Eng, Esp. & Port.)
Fiat (English and Español)

Monday through Thursday 8:00am - 8:30pm
Weekdays after the 7:30am Mass
Weekdays before the 12:15pm Mass
Tuesdays after the 12:15pm Mass
Tuesdays at 7:30pm
2nd Tuesdays at 7:00pm
4th Wednesday after the 12:15pm Mass
Thursdays after the 12:15pm Mass
Thursdays at 7:30pm
Thursdays
3rd Thursdays at 7:40pm
Friday 8:00 am - Saturday 8:30am
1st Fridays at 7:00pm
1st Fridays at 7:30pm
1st, 3rd and 5th Fridays at 8:00pm
2nd Fridays of every other month
3rd Fridays at 7:30pm
Saturdays after the 8:30am Mass
2nd Saturday during the 8:30am Mass
4th Saturday after the 8:30am Mass
Various times
Various times

Please contact Laurie Erickson at (813) 961-3023 for more information
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St. Paul Faith Formation

We are rooted in Faith and growing in grace

Baptism

Attention all Faith Formation families!
You are invited during the week of September 22 - 25
to join us during your child's Faith Formation class for
Breaking Open the Word. This is a casual gathering
where we reflect on the Sunday Gospel, have some
faith sharing time and fellowship with other parents.
We will provide refreshments. We will meet in the
Family Center on the following dates and times:
God reaches out to us in all kinds of ways. The desire in your
heart to baptize your child is one of them. The promises you
make for your child on this day will begin to form your child
into a faithful follower of Christ. However, the day of baptism
is only the beginning of this journey. Baptism is indeed a life
changing event!

The Sacrament of Baptism at St. Paul Catholic Church takes
place on the first three Saturdays of every month in English and
the fourth Saturday of every month in Spanish. If your child
needs to be baptized please contact our Baptism Coordinator,
Maria Mendez, at (813) 961-3023 or via email at:
mmendez@stpaulchurch.com. Parents and Godparents will
be asked to attend a baptismal preparation class.

Sunday, Sept. 22: 10:15am - 11:30am
Monday, Sept. 23: 4:15am - 5:30pm
Monday, Sept. 23: 6:00pm - 7:15pm
Tuesday, Sept. 24: 6:00 - 7:15pm
Wednesday, Sept. 25: 6:00 - 7:15pm

PARENT/CONFIRMANDI
MEETING

for Confirmation Preparation
Saturday, September 28
9:30am - 12:00pm
Family Center, Section 3

St. Paul Tampa Youth Group Instagram Account:

stpaultampayg

Interested in receiving text messages regarding
upcoming Youth Group activities and events? If
YES, please text

@9bf4c7 to 81010

•

•

•

Preparations for the reception of the Sacraments of
Baptism, Reconciliation, First Communion and
Confirmation are coordinated though the Faith Formation
Office. Please call (813) 961-3023.
For preparation to receive the Sacrament of Holy
Matrimony or for Convalidation, please call Maria Costa
at (813) 961-3023.
For Anointing of the Sick, please contact Barbara Gray at
(813) 961-3023.

Sunday Nights
6:30pm - 8:30pm
in the Family Center
A night of faith, fellowship, community and fun
for all high school students!
Sun., Sept. 15: Topic: What is Morality?
Fri., Sept. 20 - Sun., Sept. 22: The Brick Retreat at Our
Lady of Good Counsel Camp (pre-registration required)
Sun., Sept. 29: Topic: Pro-Life Issues Part 1
Sun., Sept 29: Parent Update from 6:30pm - 8:30pm at
the St. Michael’s Building

“Everything I have is yours” (Lk 15:31).

St. Paul Catholic Preschool and Announcements
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You are invited to join me
for a Facebook discussion of a book by
Fr Michael E Gaitley, MIC: "The
Second Greatest Story Ever Told: Now
is the Time of Mercy." We will read
two chapters a week beginning
September 22. You can get your copies
from your favorite Catholic bookstore,
online, in our book stand in the Narthex
or at the front desk of the Parish Office.
Each chapter is about ten pages and is subdivided so it will
be easy to follow. In addition, Fr Gaitley's style is easy to
read and is solid food for all. Please pass the word!

Now is the Time of Mercy:

License # C HC 110273

Excellence in Catholic preschool education for over 35 years

JOB POSTING: SUBSTITUTE TEACHERS
St. Paul Catholic Preschool is looking for substitute
teachers. If you have an education background, love to
work with kids and are looking for part-time work, we
would love to speak to you. County and Diocesan
background checks are required as well as some paid
training.
If interested, please send a cover letter and resume to
Mrs. Abbie Johnson at director@stpaulchurch.com
Are you still looking for a preschool class for your 3 year
old? We have a few spots left in our 5 day (Monday through
Friday) or 2 day (Tuesday and Thursday) classes. Please call
(813)264-3383 or send and an e-mail message to:
preschool@stpaulchurch.com for more information.

Contact Us!
Preschool Office: (813) 264-3314
Email: preschool@stpaulchurch.com

Something Missing? There are several couples in our

parish who are living in irregular marriages or
marriages which have not been blessed in the
Church. Remember, it is not enough for
Catholics to be civilly married or married in a
non-Catholic church. For validity, Catholics
must be married in a ceremony recognized by
the Church. Don’t wait. We’re here to help! If neither of you
was previously divorced, contact Maria at the parish office
(813-961-3023) to have your marriage convalidated. It is very
easy and won’t take much of your time. If you or your spouse
were previously divorced, contact Maria, the priest or deacon
of your choosing to start the “annulment” process so that,
hopefully, your present marriage can be convalidated. Let us
help you!

Light a Candle! Many people find it comforting to light a

The Faith Formation Office has approximately 100
families that have not registered with the Faith
Formation Office for 2019-2020. Over 150 youth, who
were registered last year, have not returned for this
year’s classes. Every child attending a public school
should be registered in our Faith Formation program.
We also encourage homeschoolers to register, so our
office can assist you with materials. If your child is
attending a Catholic School and receiving a Sacrament
this year, they must be registered with our Faith
Formation Office.
Remember...formation as a Catholic is
a life-long process.
With your
support, let us help your family.
Please call the Faith Formation Office
at (813) 961-3023.

vigil candle in the church to represent
their prayers shining before God. The
practice of lighting vigil lights (from the
Latin vigilia, meaning "waiting" or
"watching") is an ancient practice. Some
say it originated in the catacombs of Rome, as people lit
candles in front of the tombs of the holy martyrs. Others say
it harkens back to the Lord himself who encouraged us to be
like the wise virgins, with candles lit in waiting for the
Groom's return (Mt 25:1-13). In any case, if you have a
special prayer intention, why not light a vigil candle? You may
be surprised to find it a source of comfort!
We would love to serve you better.
The Holy Father has encouraged us to take
advantage of modern technologies to promote
the Gospel. Help us communicate with you in
a timelier and less expensive manner. Please
visit www.stpaulchurch.com and sign up for a
weekly newsletter. Also, please let Laurie (813-961-3023,
lerickson@stpaulchuch.com) know if there are changes in
the names or number of those living in your household,
phone numbers, address, etc. We would be glad to send you
information on our ministries, offertory envelopes or
electronic giving. Help us to serve you better!

Mass Communication:
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Liturgy Corner
Francis: “When, in God’s
presence, we examine our life’s journey,
no areas can be off limits. In all aspects
of life, we can continue to grow and offer
something greater to God, even in those
areas we find most difficult. We need, though, to ask the Holy
Spirit to liberate us and to expel the fear that makes us ban
him from certain parts of our lives. God asks everything of us,
yet he also gives everything to us. He does not want to enter
our lives to cripple or diminish them, but to bring them to
fulfilment. Discernment, then, is not a solipsistic self-analysis
or a form of egotistical introspection, but an authentic process
of leaving ourselves behind in order to approach the mystery
of God, who helps us to carry out the mission to which he has
called us, for the good of our brothers and sisters.” (Pope
Francis, Gaudete et Exsultate, 175).
Pope

Saturday, September 14, 2019
Feast of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross
8:30am
Edward Terrance Swanton +
5:30pm
Lillian and Joseph Eriole +
7:30pm
Kevin Mason +
Sunday, September 15, 2019
Twenty-fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time
7:30am
St. Paul Parishioners (int.)
9:00am
Ingrid and Gretchen Sage +
10:45am Frank Suszynski +
12:30pm Michael and Mike Hingson +
2:00pm
Gloria Gonzalez +
5:30 pm John and Frances Kostkowicz +
Monday, September 16, 2019
Memorial of Saints Cornelius, Pope, and Cyprian, Bishop, Martyrs
7:30am
Sandra Taylor +
12:15pm Lola Mansour +
Tuesday, September 17, 2019
Saint Robert Bellarmine, Bishop and Doctorof the Church
7:30am
James Krejci +
12:15pm Charles and Rita Mahlmeister +
Wednesday, September 18, 2019
7:30am
Consecrated Life and Priestly Vocations (int.)
12:15pm Catholic Life® Bible Study Members (int.)
Thursday, September 19, 2019
Saint Januarius, Bishop and Martyr
7:30am
Anna Novak +
12:15pm Partners in Prayer (int.)
Friday, September 20, 2019
Memorial of Saints Andrew Kim Tae-gŏn, Priest, and Paul
Chŏng Ha-sang, and Companions, Martyrs
7:30am
Steve Foster +
12:15pm Theresa Thompson +
7:30pm
Max Zambrano +

Prayer for Those Affected by Hurricanes: Lord God,
watch over those who lost so much
during these past storms, especially the
poor, the elderly, and the infirm.
During this difficult time of recovery,
may they feel our love and support as
they rebuild their lives. This we ask
through Christ our Lord. Amen.
We pray for the repose of the souls of those recently
departed: Judith Ann Smith, James Barrow, Christine

LeBlanc, Nicolle Butler, Richard Hemming, Edwin
Roberts, Jose Hernan Rodas-Valencia, Marie
Catania, Jennie Savata, Joseph Paul Bodo, Jr.,
Jennifer Guccione, Terence Bowen Cramer, Victor
Torres, Albert L. Mercer, Jose Bernal, Chester
Galuska and Doris Ann Fernandez.

Please remember in your prayers those with various
health needs: Leelah Sharma, Anne Marie Q., Nancy H.
Cramer, Catalina Feller, Jamie Zambrano, Charlie Gnirke,
Todd Caouette, Frank Permuy, Mary Garcia and Suzette Hillis.

Saturday, September 21, 2019
Feast of Saint Matthew, Apostle and Evangelist
8:30am
Gis Laine Bazelais +
5:30pm
Russ and Elizabeth Crawford +
7:30pm
Holy Souls in Purgatory +

Sunday

Sunday, September 22, 2019
Twenty-fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time
7:30am
Marge and Frank Phelan +
9:00am
St. Paul Parishioners (int.)
10:45am Rose Matassini +
12:30pm Angel Guevara +
2:00pm
Carlos Lino Rodriguez +
5:30 pm John Paul Llanos (int.)

Wednesday
Thursday
Friday

Monday
Tuesday

Saturday
Sunday

Twenty-fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Ex 32:7-11, 13-14; Ps 51:3-4, 12-13, 17, 19;
1 Tm 1:12-17; Lk 15:1-32 or 15:1-10
1 Tm 2:1-8; Ps 28:2, 7, 8-9; Lk 7:1-10
1 Tm 3:1-13; Ps 101:1b-2ab, 2cd-3ab, 5, 6;
Lk 7:11-17
1 Tm 3:14-16; Ps 111:1-2, 3-4, 5-6; Lk 7:31-35
1 Tm 4:12-16; Ps 111:7-8, 9, 10; Lk 7:36-50
1 Tm 6:2c-12; Ps 49:6-7, 8-10, 17-18, 19-20;
Lk 8:1-3
Eph 4:1-7, 11-13; Ps 19:2-3, 4-5; Mt 9:9-13
Twenty-fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Am 8:4-7; Ps 113:1-2, 4-6, 7-8; 1 Tm 2:1-8;
Lk 16:1-13 or 16:10-13

“Everything I have is yours” (Lk 15:31).

Courageously Living the Gospel!
Saints of God: This Friday is the feast of St. Andrew Kim

Taegon and 103 men and women, clergy and
laity, rich and poor, young and old, who
suffered martyrdom for the faith in Korea.
Andrew Kim was born into a family of
martyrs. His great-grandfather was martyred
in 1814, his father was martyred in 1939 but
not before he saw his 15-year-old son leave
for Macau to enter the seminary. After ten
years of study, he was ordained and returned home to minister
to his countrymen. He was soon arrested, brutally tortured
for months, and finally executed on September 16, 1846. His
letters from prison exhorted his countrymen to “Hold fast ...
to the will of God and with all your heart fight the good fight
under the leadership of Jesu; conquer again the diabolical
power of this world that Christ has already vanquished. I beg
you not to fail in your love for one another. St. Andrew Kim,
pray for us!
St. Alexius U Se-Yong is another one of the
Korean martyrs. He was born of a wealthy
family. When he was in his teens, he learned
of our faith but his father refused to let him
be baptized. Alexius secretly met with a
catechist and was baptized. After prayer, his
father’s heart changed and Alexius instructed
his entire family about the faith and 20 were baptized. In
1866, Alexius was arrested and accused of being a Catholic.
Frightened, Alexius renounced the faith and even participated
in beating a catechist to death. Overcome with remorse, he
begged forgiveness and confessed his apostasy and murder.
He was then arrested again and tortured. He was executed on
March 11, 1866 at the age of twenty-two. St. Alexius U SeYong, pray for us!

Words of Wisdom: “You cannot have God for your Father

if you do not have the Church for your mother...God is one
and Christ is one and His Church is one; one is the faith and
one is the people cemented together by harmony into the
strong unity of a body...if we are the heirs of Christ, let us
abide in the peace of Christ; if we are the sons of God, let us
be lovers of peace.”
– St. Cyprian

Food for Thought: “Don't let yourself forget that God's
grace rewards not only those who never slip, but also those
who bend and fall. So sing! The song of rejoicing softens
hard hearts. It makes tears of godly sorrow flow from them.
Singing summons the Holy Spirit. Happy praises offered in
simplicity and love lead the faithful to complete harmony,
without discord. Don't stop singing.”

– St. Hildegard of Bingen

Page 9

Looking Ahead! September 14 - 15:

Annual Ministry Fair after each Mass in
Family Center; September 14 - 22: Novena
in honor of Padre Pio at 1:00pm; September
21: Our Lady of Peñafrancia Festival Mass at
11:00am; September 23: Padre Pio Feast
Day Mass at 7:30pm at Shrine; September 25 - November 3:
40 Days for Life; October 2: Many Faces of Santo Niño Mass
beginning with Rosary at 7:00pm; October 5: 9:00am Blessing
of Animals in honor of St. Francis; October 5 - October 30:
Pumpkin Patch; October 10: Q&A Session with Fr. Bill at
1:00pm and 7:00pm; October 11: Fall Festival 5:00pm 8:00pm; October 12: Our Lady of Aparecida Feast, 7:00pm
Rosary and Mass at Shrine; October 13: Jamaica Mission
Breakfast; October 26: Knights of Columbus Golf
Tournament at Cheval Country Club; October 31: Trunk or
Treat 6:30pm - 7:30pm; November 1: All Saints - Holy Day
of Obligation - (5:30 Thurs Vigil; Friday 7:30am, 12:15pm,
5:30pm, 7:30pm Trilingual - 7:00pm Rosary and Novena reception in Parish Center; November 2: All Souls Day 8:30am Mass, 12:15 Mass; November 2: 11:00am - 3:00pm
Parish Picnic. Mark your calendars!

Diocesan Animal Policy: In order to ensure the safety of all
our parishioners, as well as their pets, it is
prohibited to have animals on Diocesan
property other than service animals. Thank you
for your cooperation and understanding.

Ask It Basket: “I’m working in an emergency room and
was wondering if I could baptize
someone who was dying.” First, thank
you for your service. We must first
remember that God loves each of us more
than we could ever imagine. We do not
believe God is limited to the Sacraments of the Church.
Second, remember that the person must freely choose
baptism. Being critically ill in an emergency room might
seriously impact a person’s free will. Third, not only would
the person need to freely choose, but it is in times like this, the
family must also concur otherwise you could be accused of
taking advantage of someone in their illness. Personally, I
would recommend that you suggest to the family that they call
their minister or the hospital chaplain. After the condition of
the patient is stabilized, they can choose baptism. Our
Heavenly Father is merciful and loving and I have no doubt
that He knows what is in the patient’s heart and if it is His
will, will take the patient home, with or without baptism.
Think about it. Could you imagine a nurse who believed that
Catholics are not saved, trying to baptize or “save” you as you
lie in an emergency room? God forbid! That being said,
anyone can baptize another in the event of an emergency. But
before you do, you must really be sure that you are respecting
the free will and the beliefs of the person. (Note: If you have
a question for the Ask It Basket, please contact
frbill@stpaulchurch.com).
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Ministries

St. Vincent de Paul Society
Pantry Hours
Monday & Thursday 9:00am - 12:00pm
Assistance Line: (813) 264-3325

Let’s have dinner with Jesus! Your generous donations of
food and money for the less fortunate allow all of us to dine
with Jesus!
If you would like to help, food donations to the St. Vincent
de Paul Food Pantry can be left in the marked baskets in the
church Narthex. Monetary donations can be dropped in the
Poor Box, located in the Narthex. Please make sure to specify
SVDP in the memo line for check donations or you may use
an offertory envelope for cash donations and label it SVDP.

Thank you for your generosity! ~ SVDP Society
Pantry Wish List This Week:
Rice, Peanut Butter and Canned Vegetables
*Please note we are unable to use expired items*

St. Francis
of Assisi Ministry
The St. Francis of Assisi
Ministry is accepting prayer
requests from those who are
coping with the loss of a pet
or struggling with their pet’s
illness. Please submit your
prayer request to: st-francisministry@stpaulchurch.com
St. Paul Active Retired Seniors (SPARS) will meet on
Wednesday, September 18th at 1:00pm in the Parish Center,
Room F. Hope to see you all there!

Catholic Life Bible Study©

St. Paul’s Letters
to the Corinthians
and Galatians
Wednesdays 9:00am - 11:00am
Family Center, Sections 1 & 2
Wednesdays 7:30pm - 9:00pm
Family Center, Section 3
biblestudy@stpaulchurch.com

THURSDAYS FROM 8:30AM - 11:00AM
ST. MICHAEL BUILDING
Shawls of Hope: Inviting all knitters and

crocheters to create shawls and baby
blankets as a source of comfort and prayer.
Our next meeting is Friday, September 27
at 10:00am in the St. Paul Parish Center.
Email: shawlsofhope@stpaulchurch.com

Counseling Services

Offered by Dr. Pat Berne
Please call (813) 961-3023 to make an appointment

Legal Consultation and Referral Service

Congratulations to the SOS Ministry’s
Beautiful and Beloved Raffle Winners!
Joy Cosgrove - Shell mirror
Lauren Neal - Earrings
Pat Sobel - Nativity scene
Chantel Neal - Egret painting
Josette Greco - Beach painting
Sunny Foreman - Quilt
Princess Malone - Fleming's Gift Card
Norman Miller - Eyebrow tattoo
Princess Malone - Straz tickets
Nadyne Hines - Safety Harbor Spa Gift Certificate

Every Monday by appointment only
Please call (813) 961-3023

Divorced and Separated Support Group

This ministry provides caring support for both women and
men experiencing separation or divorce. The group meets
every Friday night at 7:30pm in the St. Paul Parish Center,
Room C. No charges or fees. All are welcome! For more
information, please call Don Hemke at (813) 205-1735.

AA Meetings: Do you feel your life is out of control? Is

Alcohol ruining your life? Help is here! Our parish is blessed
to host weekly Alcoholics Anonymous meetings every
Wednesday at 8:15pm in the St Michael Building. For
more information, call (813) 933-9123. May God bless you!

“Everything I have is yours” (Lk 15:31).

Ministries
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JOIN the PANAMA MISSION to bring LOVE to our sister parish in Panama!
WHAT IS THE PANAMA MISSION?
A partnership between two parishes...our parish,
St. Paul and St. Jose in Montijo Panama. St. Jose
was selected as they live a life “much different
than our own”. Our goal is to grow deeper in
spirituality with our brothers and sisters from a
different country. Would you like to be a part of
this life-changing Mission experience?
Email: panamamission@stpaulchurch.com

Bereavement Ministry of St. Paul
Our ministry offers God’s healing love through emotional,
physical, mental and spiritual comfort. Our next, meeting will
be held on Tuesday, September 24, 2019, from 7:30pm 9:00pm in the Parish Center, Room H. For more information
contact Kathy at (813) 361-5134.

Liturgical Ministries: Please let us know if you are

interested in volunteering in these ways: Altar
Servers, Arts & Environment, Eucharistic
Ministers of Holy Communion, Funeral
Planning, Hospitality, Lectors and Sacristans.
Please contact Elizabeth Hays via email at:
ehays@stpaulchurch.com or call (813) 961-3023.

AFTER ALL MASSES!
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 14
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 15
Come enjoy a treat at

3846 W. Fletcher Ave., Tampa
On Thursday, September 19th from 4:00pm - 8:00pm
To support our very own

Portion of sales will go to our Troop 147
Be sure to mention American Heritage Girls

Home Makers of Hope
Ministry has a representative
at the Parish Center to
accept donations on Fridays
from 10:00am to 12:00pm.
We continue to accept new
or slightly used items. We
are in need of towels, bath mats, shower curtains,
bedsheets and comforters (please label size).
For additional questions, please contact Ed Ortega at:
home-makers-of-hope@stpaulchurch.com

Stewardship
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Whose Who at the MINISTRY FAIR!
A great opportunity to meet your parish family members and the many ministries at St. Paul
Catholic Church. Don’t forget to pick up the new 2019-2020 Parish Ministry Directory!

Remember to … Have Fun … Meet New Friends … Laugh a Lot
COMMUNITY BUILDING
American Heritage Girls
Brazilian Community
Coffee & Donuts
Council of Catholic Women
Cub Scouts
Dialogo Matrimonial en español
Filipino Ministry
Hispanic Community
Indian Community
Knights of Columbus
Misa 4to Viernes y Recepcion
Special Events
Tapas con Jesus
Young at Heart Senior Ministry
COMMUNITY SERVING
Building Committee
Finance Council
Helping Hands
Pastoral Council
LITURGICAL MINISTRIES
Altar Servers
Arts & Environment
Candle Ministry
Eucharistic Adoration
Eucharistic Ministers to the Sick/
Nursing Homes
Extraordinary Ministers of
Holy Communion

Funeral Ministry
Lectors
Music
Sacristans
Ushers (Hospitality)
MINISTRIES OF MERCY
Bereavement Ministry
Counseling Services
Conversational Spanish
Divorced & Separated
English as a Second Language
Foundations of Life
Healing Ministry
Home Makers of Hope
Human Trafficking (SOS)
In the Wildflower
Jamaica Mission
Panama Mission
Partners in Prayer
Respect Life
Shawls of Hope
St. Francis of Assisi
St. Vincent de Paul Society
Visitation Ministry
PRAYER GROUPS
Amor de Jesus en español
Cursillo en español
Divine Mercy Cenacles
(English, Spanish, Portuguese)
Grupo de Oraçao Masculina

em português
La Familia Madres y Padres en español
Legion of Mary en español
Nuestro Fiat en español
Our Mother of Mercy
Padre Pio Prayer Group
Rosa Mistica em português
Spiritual Motherhood for Priests
RELIGIOUS EDUCATIONS &
ADULT FAITH FORMATION
Adult Faith Formation
ALPHA
Apostles of the Eucharist (Young Adults)
Baptism Preparation
Bible Study - English
Couples for Christ
Children’s Faith Formation
Children’s Liturgy of the word
Disciples of the Eucharist (teens)
Estudio Biblico en español
Faith Formation Catechists
Marriage Preparation
Morning Star School
Preschool
RCIA - Adults & Children
Women of Grace
World Youth Day
Young Adults
Youth Ministry - High School
Youth Ministry—Middle School

BY THE NUMBERS...
3,517 - Number of people joining us for worship last
weekend
808 - Number of envelopes submitted last weekend
$15,493 - Last weekend’s special collection for
Hurricane Dorian relief
445 - Total number of families (K-8) enrolled in the
St. Paul Faith Formation Program
1,667 - Total number of people attending the Our Lady of
Good Health Novena

Sign up for Online Giving!
It’s simple and convenient.
Go to stpaulchurch.com,
and click on the Online
Giving link for more info
on how to sign up.

“Everything I have is yours” (Lk 15:31).

Growing Together as Disciples of Christ!
Faith in Action: “Everything I have is

yours” (Lk 15:31). Our Heavenly Father gives
us everything, including the chance to share in
His eternal kingdom. Yet, like the Prodigal Son
we are often lured away by the materialism of
our society. Do we really want to turn our backs on all that
God offers in exchange for a material wealth that has no
lasting value?

On a Lighter Note!
Did you ever notice: The Roman Numerals for
forty (40) are XL.
Did you ever notice: When you put the 2 words
"The" and "IRS" together it spells "Theirs?"
Did you ever notice: The easiest way to find something lost
around the house is to buy a replacement!?

Don’t forget our service men and women!

Please
remember the young men and women who
are separated from their loved ones as they
serve our country. If you would like to have
your loved one remembered by our parish
family, please contact Elizabeth at the parish office.
Electronic images are welcome. Let us pray peace in the world
and for their safe return home!
Due to copyright restrictions, we are not
able to print the Scriptures with the
Reflections of Dr. Jack Conroy.

I. Exodus 32:7-11,13-14 Forgiveness
of a Sinful People
Reflection: This reading follows the
famous episode where the Aaron made a
golden calf for the Israelites to worship,
since Moses had taken so much time on
the cloud-covered mountaintop receiving
the tablets of the Law, "inscribed by the
finger of God." (Ex. 31:18) It is a story
similar to that where Abraham bargained
with God about Sodom and Gomorrah;
the Man of God convinces the Almighty
to change His mind! But is there a
deeper message embedded in the story?
The irony is that the golden calf was
made precisely as God was writing His
prohibition of such an act! Can you
imagine what Moses must have felt when
he saw that? Could he have said, "That is
really stupid!" And to ask God to forgive
pure stupidity sounds audacious....but
that is what happened. Let's see how this
ties in with the third reading.
II. I Timothy 1:12-17 Expression of
Unworthiness
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The parable of the prodigal
son is familiar to us all. Which character in
the story can you best relate to? Why? Is
there anyone you need to ask for or give forgiveness?

Living Faith:

Deo Gratias: We thank God for all our

volunteers who are busy making this year’s
Ministry Fair the best ever! May God bless
you! Kudos to those who shared bulletins
from their travels with us. This week we
received them from Canada, Illinois, Utah, and Florida. May
God bless you all!

First Aid: The church’s First Aid kit and AED are located
in the minister’s room. The Parish Center
has a First Aid kit in the kitchen and the
AED is located by the bathrooms. The
Family Center First Aid kit and AED are in
the kitchen. If you use them, please let a
staff person know so that they can be stocked and secured.
It will also help us to ensure that our church is always a safe
environment. Thank you.
Join the
St. Paul Facebook page today!

www.facebook.com/stpaultpa

Reflection: The reading in this letter,
most likely written by a disciple of St.
Paul, expresses two central insights: (a)
Grace is available to anyone, regardless of
her or his unworthiness. It is well known
that St. Paul "persecuted" the church
prior to his conversion. That an enemy
of Christ should become his champion
indicates that no-one is beyond the
opportunity to be Loved by God. (b)
We see in verse 15 an early "credal
formula" applied to St. Paul, followed by
a doxology (from Gr. doxa, "glory.")
Can you see the relationship with the first
reading?
III. Luke 15:1-32
The Prodigal
Father who Lavished Forgiveness
Reflection: We see three famous
parables in this chapter, all of which
focus on "finding what was lost." They
spring from a criticism of "Pharisees and
Scribes," which will be important to keep
in mind. The third, sometimes called the
"prodigal son," may better be described
as "The Parable of the Lost Son," or,
even better, "The Parable of the Loving
Father." Ask yourself, after having read
the parable, "Who is the main character?"
We can see a multiplicity of themes:

Freedom vs Responsibility; Estrangement
vs. Reconciliation; but, more than any
other theme, we see a father who does
not criticize the stupidity of the young
man who had squandered his 1/3 of his
father's estate, but accepts him
unconditionally, despite the righteous
criticism of the elder son who had done
everything expected of him. He even
threw a big party, where meat was eaten,
a rarity in the ancient world. Perhaps the
Pharisees could see themselves as the
righteous elder son; perhaps we, who
value living according to the laws of the
Church, might feel the same as the elder
son when a person who lived a
disreputable life has a death-bed
confession. The measure of the Father's
love for all of us is not restricted by our
sense of "justice;" indeed, this parable
requires that we stretch our sense of
"propriety."
It is hard to really
understand what "infinite love" really
means, but unconditional acceptance
after serious errors certainly is a good
part of it. Think of which character you
most closely resemble, and ask, "Do I
look like that?" †

