Twenty Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time

Sunday, October 7, 2018

The Saint Paul Youth
Ministry’s Annual Pumpkin
Patch is now open! Please
visit the “patch” near the
Family Center Parking Lot.

All are Welcome!
WEEKEND MASSES
Saturday Masses
8:30 am Mass

(Morning Prayer and
Benediction 8:10 am)

Saturday Vigil Masses
5:30 pm

Missa em Português: 7:30

pm

Sunday Masses

7:30 am, 9:00 am, 10:45 am,
12:30 pm, 5:30 pm
Misa en Español: 2:00 pm

WEEKDAY MASSES
Monday to Friday
7:30 am and 12:15 pm
First Friday Mass 7:30 pm
Third Friday Mass 7:30 pm
Fourth Friday Mass 7:30 pm
(en Español)

Reconciliation/Confession

Monday to Friday 11:30 am - Noon
Saturdays 10:00 am and 4:00 pm
or upon request

Eucharistic Adoration
Monday to Thursday
8:00 am to 8:30 pm
Compline & Benediction
Friday 8:30 am to
Saturday 8:30 am Mass

Morning Prayer

Monday - Friday 7:10 am
Saturday 8:10 am

Anointing of the Sick

Every Second Saturday of the Month at

8:30 am

Church Office Hours:

Monday - Friday 8:00 am to 4:00 pm
www.StPaulChurch.com
ParishCommunications@StPaulChurch.com

Growing Together in Christ
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We’re here to serve you!
St. Paul Catholic Church
12708 N. Dale Mabry Hwy.
Tampa, Florida 33618-2802
(813) 961-3023

www.StPaulChurch.com
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Our Vision Statement:
“Growing Together as Disciples
of Christ.”

My Dear Friends,
Thank you for your “yes” to come and adore the Lord! This past week, we
began offering Eucharistic Adoration after each weekday Mass, Monday
through Thursday from 8am through 8:30pm Compline and on Friday from
8am through 8am Saturday morning. Already we are experiencing great
blessings! God is so good to us! Please be sure to make time to visit the Lord
as often as you can and to bring a friend!
Please allow me to bring up three points: 1) The Church and Chapel are places
of prayer. If you need to respond to a phone call or talk to a friend, please do it
outside. It is important to maintain “sacred silence” if we are to truly listen to
the whispers of the Lord! 2) Safety is everyone’s concern. I suggest you bring
your phone into the Church. If you see someone or something out of place, let
us know. If you ever feel unsafe, call for help. 3) Pray for our parish! May we
truly develop a passion for the Eucharistic Lord! Finally, if you would like to
be a part of our Eucharistic Adoration Society, please follow the links on our
website or complete the form in the narthex.
On Thursday, October 11, after the 12:15pm Mass and at 7pm, I am hosting a
special listening session. I’d like to give you the opportunity for you to share
some of your concerns about current Church events in the news. As a Canon
Lawyer and priest for 27 years, I’ll share with you what I know. The sessions
will begin with prayer followed by a very brief presentation on the “State of the
Union” at St. Paul’s and a summary of our most recent survey. We’ll spend the
rest of the time listening to your concerns and hopefully providing insights to
help you sort out the fact from the fiction.

On Friday, October 12th, at 7pm, we will be dedicating our new shrine in honor
of Our Lady of Aparecida. In 1917, this image was discovered by three
fisherman in a river. Called “Our Lady of the Appeared Conception,” she
quickly became the center of devotion. Today, it is the largest Marian shrine in
the world with 6-8 million pilgrims visiting annually! As Pope Francis noted:
“She was found by poor workers, may she be found today by all!”
On a totally different note (literally!), I am very excited to welcome back
renowned composer, and singer John Michael Talbot to our parish. I
remember so clearly his first concert here many years ago. Who can’t be
moved by “Holy Is His Name” or his many other “hits”? His music truly leads
me into prayer and his spirituality is so profound. The concert is on Friday,
October 19th beginning at 7pm and tickets are on sale in the parish office.
Please be sure to come and bring your friends.
Also please come to the Diocesan Family Faith Fest on October 27 from 10am
to 6pm at Al Lopez Park, just north of the stadium. This free day of worship,
concerts, exhibits, games, delicious food, and other activities will be great fun
for the entire family! This celebration of our diocese’s 50th anniversary will
conclude with a 4pm Vigil Mass in honor of our patron, St. Jude. I encourage
you to wear your favorite St. Paul t-shirt!
Together let us courageously live the Gospel!

Fr. Bill Swengros
Pastor

“So out of the ground the Lord God formed every beast of the field and every bird of the air, and brought them to the man to see what he would call them; and whatever the
man called every living creature, that was its name” (Gn 2:19).

Upcoming Liturgical and Parish Events

John Michael Talbot!

We are delighted to welcome
back the world renown singer
and composer, John Michael
Talbot on Friday, October
19th from 7:00 - 9:00 pm.
Much more than a concert,
this evening will truly be an
encounter with the Risen Lord! Tickets are $20
for sale at www.StPaulChurch.com
Peregrinación de Nuestra Señora del Rosario de
Chiquinquirá, patrona de Colombia
St. Paul recibira su imagen desde
Septiembre 28 al Octubre 12. St.
Paul Parish will welcome the image from
September 28 to October 12.
As it is the tradition, the Mass is
celebrated in honor of our Blessed
Mother, and each year we honor
the patroness of a different Latin
American country. This year, we will be honoring Our Lady
of the Rosary of Chiquinquirá, patroness of Colombia. in
anticipation to the Diocesan Hispanic Mass to be held
Saturday, October 13, 2018 at the Cathedral of St. Jude the Apostle.
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Children's Corner
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Infant Baptism
“Baptism incorporates us into the life, Death, and Resurrection of Christ and
the ongoing work of the Holy Spirit in the world.”
License # C HC 110273
Excellence in Catholic preschool education for over 30 years

St. Paul Catholic Preschool
Teacher’s Corner

I am so blessed to be a teacher here at St Paul Catholic
Preschool. I am surrounded each day by twenty of the
most amazing children full of boundless love and
energy. As we close
out the first month
of school we are well
into the swing of
things.
We have
been
exploring
friendship
and
community in our
class.
We are
learning all about our
own names and our
friends’ names in
unique
and
interesting ways. How fun it has been to come in every
morning and look for each other’s names all around our
classroom! We also recently created a friendship tree as a
beautiful reminder that we are all connected and part of
God’s loving family.
- Shannon O’Brien, Lead 4 year old teacher

Contact us!
Abbie Johnson, Director
Email: Director@StPaulChurch.com
School Office: 813.264.3314
www.StPaulCatholicPreschool.com

Are you as smart as an 8th grader?

Q. What themes are central to Jesus’s mission?

A. “Reform your lives, the Kingdom of God is at hand.”
“Whatsoever you do to the least of these, you do unto me.”
“Love your God with all your heart and your neighbor as
yourself.” Can you think of something else?

Bible Verse of the Week
“I know the Lord is always with me.”
(Psalm 16:8)

God reaches out to us in all kinds of ways. The desire in your
heart to baptize your child is one of them. The promises you
make for your child on this day will begin to form your child into
a faith-filled and faithful follower of Christ. But the day of
baptism is only the beginning of this Journey. Being baptized is
literally a life changing event and not only for your child.

The Sacrament of Baptism at St. Paul take place on the first three
Saturdays of every month in English and the fourth Saturday of
every month in Spanish. If your child is to be baptized please
call the Faith Formation Office, for more information at 813
-961-3023. Parents and Godparents will be asked to attend a
Session before Baptism.

Diocese of St. Petersburg
“50 Years of Caring for the Community”
The Diocese has a vital role in the academic and Christian
development of students in West Central Florida. Whether
students are enrolled in parish-based religious education or a
Catholic school, the mission is to provide a faith-filled
community where students
can grow spiritually,
academically, and socially.
There are 48 Catholic
Schools and Early
Childhood Centers in the
Diocese of St. Petersburg
that provide Catholic
education to more than
12,000 students in the
counties of Pinellas,
Hillsborough, Pasco, Hernando, and Citrus. Since 1968, we have
had more than 35,000 students graduate from Catholic high
schools in the five counties of the Diocese of St. Petersburg.

“So out of the ground the Lord God formed every beast of the field and every bird of the air, and brought them to the man to see what he would call them; and whatever
the man called every living creature, that was its name” (Gn 2:19).

Liturgy Corner
Mass Intentions for the Week of October 7th
Saturday, October 6, 2018
8:30 am Angel Martinez +
5:30 pm Michael Petresky, Sr. +
7:30 pm Partners in Prayer (int.)
Sunday, October 7, 2018
7:30 am Jaroslaw Paul Miernik +
9:00 am Amanda Merimee (int.)
10:45 am St. Paul Parishioners (int.)
12:30 pm Carmen de Baez +
2:00 pm Carmen Reyes +
5:30 pm Evelyn and Thomas Lech +
Monday , October 8, 2018
7:30 am Eileen Otti +
12:15 pm Betty Austring +
Tuesday, October 9, 2018
7:30 am Dodie Madden +
12:15 pm Norma Ramirez +
Wednesday, October 10, 2018
7:30 am Carmen Reyes +
12:15 pm Consecrated Life and Priestly Vocations (int.)
Thursday, October 11, 2018
7:30 am Helen Swanton +
12:15 pm Luis Byrne +
Friday, October 12, 2018
7:30 am Elizabeth Berry +
12:15 pm Ralph Brown +
Saturday, October 13, 2018
8:30 am John Szponar and Family +
5:30 pm Ruben Fagundo +
7:30 pm Thomas McNulty +
Sunday, October 14, 2018
7:30 am Ryan Casey +
9:00 am Consiglia and Antonio DiValerio +
10:45 am John Jaskiel +
12:30 pm St. Paul Parishioners (int.)
2:00 pm Armando Fleitas +

Readings for the Week of October 7, 2018
Sunday
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday

Twenty Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time
Gn 2:18-24; Ps 128:1-2, 3, 4-5, 6; Heb 2:9-11;
Mk 10:2-16 or 10:2-12
Gal 1:6-12; Ps 111:1b-2, 7-8, 9, 10c; Lk 10:25-37
Saint Denis, Bishop, and Companions,
Martyrs; Saint John Leonardi, Priest Gal 1:13-24;
Ps 139:1b-3, 13-14ab, 14c-15; Lk 10:38-42
Gal 2:1-2, 7-14; Ps 117:1bc-2; Lk 11:1-4
Saint John XXIII, Pope
Gal 3:1-5; Lk 1:69-70, 71-72, 73-75; Lk 11:5-13
Gal 3:7-14; Ps 111:1b-2, 3-4, 5-6; Lk 11:15-26
Gal 3:22-29; Ps 105:2-3, 4-5, 6-7; Lk 11:27-28
Twenty Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Wis 7:7-11; Ps 90:12-13, 14-15, 16-17;
Heb 4:12-13; Mk 10:17-30 or 10:17-27
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Pope Francis: “Blessed are the pure in

heart, for they will see God.” This
Beatitude speaks of those whose hearts
are simple, pure and undefiled, for a heart
capable of love admits nothing that might harm, weaken or
endanger that love. The Bible uses the heart to describe our
real intentions, the things we truly seek and desire, apart
from all appearances. “Man sees the appearance, but the
Lord looks into the heart” (1Sam 16:7). God wants to speak
to our hearts (cf. Hos 2:16); there he desires to write his law
(cf. Jer 31:33). In a word, he wants to give us a new heart (cf.
Ezek 36:26) ... A heart that loves God and neighbour (cf. Mt
22:36-40), genuinely and not merely in words, is a pure heart;
it can see God. In his hymn to charity, Saint Paul says that
“now we see in a mirror, dimly” (1 Cor 13:12), but to the
extent that truth and love prevail, we will then be able to see
“face to face”. Jesus promises that those who are pure in
heart “will see God”. Keeping a heart free of all that
tarnishes love: that is holiness” (Pope Francis, Gaudete et
Exsultate, 83, 86).

Words of Wisdom: “Men are like wine - some turn to
vinegar, but the best improve with age.”

– St. John XXIII

Saints of God: Thursday is the Feast of St. John XXIII,

the much beloved Pope of Joy. Giuseppe Roncalli was born
to poor Italian sharecroppers, the third of thirteen children.
He went to seminary in Rome on a scholarship and was
ordained in 1904. He served as a military
chaplain and seminary director. He was
later appointed to the Vatican diplomatic
corp. He served in Bulgaria, Turkey,
Greece, France, and with UNESCO. He
was later appointed cardinal-patriarch of
Venice. In 1958, he was elected to the See
of Peter. He was seen as a compromise
candidate to maintain the status quo. Much to everyone’s
surprise, only three months later, he called for an ecumenical
council, a synod in Rome, and the revision of the Code of
Canon Law. The Lord called him home a year later on June
3, 1963. Saint John XXIII, pray for us!

Thought for the day: “See everything, overlook a great
deal, correct a little.”

– St. John XXIII

We pray for the repose of the soul of those recently
departed: Tatiana Alvarado, Hee Soon Hwang, Florence
Chiszar and Mata B. DeGonzalez.
May the souls of all the faithful departed rest in peace. Amen.
Please remember in your prayers those with
particular health needs: Suzette Hillis, Bill
Kollner, Monica Bencomo, Marian Mullen and
Denise Hutek.
To add a person to the prayer list above, please email :
parishcommunications@stpaulchurch.com

Ministries in Action!
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Society of St. Vincent De Paul
Pantry Hours
Monday & Thursday 9:00 am - 12:00 pm
Assistance Line: 813-264-3325

Our St. Vincent de Paul Food Pantry feeds more than 50
families each week. Feeding so many, our pantry shelves
don’t stay full for very long. If you would like to help, food
donations can be left in the marked baskets in the Narthex.
You may prefer to make a monetary donation in the poor
box located in the Narthex. Please make sure to specify
SSVDP in the memo line for check donations or you
may use an offertory envelope and make sure to label it
SSVDP for cash donations. Thank you for your
generosity!

Wish List This Week:
Cereal, Canned Meat, Mac & Cheese

Peaceful Rosary Prayer Vigil
Friday, October 19th

St. Paul Parish will once again be participating in the annual
40 Days For Life Prayer Vigil in front of the abortion clinic
on Fletcher Ave. All parishioners are invited to come out
and pray with the Respect Life Ministry and other local
churches at Tampa Women’s Health Center, on Friday,
October 19th anytime between 8:00 am - 5:00 pm. Please
join us as we peacefully pray the Rosary for an end to abortion
and for God’s healing for the many women, men, and
families hurting from a past abortion decision.
For more information please contact Jackie at
respectlife@stpaulchurch.com or go to the following web
page: www.40daysforlife.com/tampa

Thank you for your generosity! ~ SVdP Society

Please note we are unable to use expired items.

Young at Heart Senior Ministry
Come join us for the movie...

Paul, Apostle of Christ
Tuesday, October 9th
1:00 pm
St. Paul Family Center

Shawls of Hope. Inviting all knitters and crocheters to
create shawls and baby blankets as a source of comfort and
prayer. Our next meeting is Friday, October 12th at 10:00 am.
Email: ShawlsofHope@StPaulChurch.com.

ahgstpaul@gmail.com

Troop 147 at the Ministry Fair

“So out of the ground the Lord God formed every beast of the field and every bird of the air, and brought them to the man to see what he would call them; and whatever
the man called every living creature, that was its name” (Gn 2:19).

Growing Together in Christ
Please keep all servicemen and women in your
prayers, especially those from our church family:
Dylan Anthony Agnes, Pvt., US Army
Timothy O’Loughlin, Ensign, U.S. Coast Guard, USCG
Hans C. Arcand, 2nd LT. USAF
Martin O. Reina, USCG
Patrick Rose, Capt PA, US Army
Nicholas Ringo, III US Navy
Mathew M Colon, Sgt., US Army
Michael Dunkelberger, Master Sergeant, USAF
Christopher A. Garcia, LTJG, U.S. Navy
Richard Majette, Captain, USMC
Katrina Monti, Captain, PA US Army
Richard Sison Jr, 2nd Lt., USAF
Matthew Mooney, Captain, USAF
Curtis Gardner, Sergeant, USAF
Adriana Trigg, USAF
Anthony Mazzie, US Army
Luis Luccani, Sgt. US Navy
Austin Jacob Ferlita, Pvt2s, US Army
Josh C. Seal, PO, U.S. Navy
Corinna Fleischmann, CDR, USCG.
Morganne Oyler, U.S. Navy
Sean C. Andino, LTJG, U.S. Navy
Thomas Krasnicki, Lt, U.S. Navy
Brett Smith, US Marine Corp.
Dominick J. Agnes III, Sgt, U.S. Marine Corps
 Brian J. Babin, SS, USMC
Spencer M. Brown, U.S. Army, Pvt.
John Erickson, Cpl U.S. Army
Jacob Torrens, U.S. Army, Pvt
Cody Rigney, LT, U.S. Navy
Adam Tapia, LT, U.S, Army
Jason Mitchell, WO4, U.S. Army
 Alexander Maldonado, Captain, USAF

Welcome the new members of our parish family!
Ms. Johanna Alpizar
Ms. Rocio Robertson
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Musial
Mr. Hugo Lopez and Mrs. Andrea Serrano
Mr. Ronald Whiting and Ms. Lisa Simpson

Prayer for Those Affected by Hurricanes: Lord God,

watch over those who lost so
much during these past storms,
especially the poor, the elderly,
and the infirm. During this
difficult time of recovery, may
they feel our love and support
as they rebuild their lives. This
we ask through Christ our
Lord. Amen.
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Deo Gratias! Please join me in thanking those who

have volunteered their time and incredible expertise to
help those with immigration issues and to teach
English as a second language. As a result of your
efforts, a number of our parishioners have become citizens of
our wonderful country. This has been a lifelong dream and an
answer to their prayers! Also kudos to those who shared
bulletins with us from New York, Tennessee, and Florida.
May God bless you!

Looking Ahead! Today through November 4 - 40

Days for Life; Today through November 9 - 40 days
of penance and prayer for the purification and renewal
of the Church; Today through October 11 - Novena at 7:30
pm in honor of Our Lady of Aparecida; Today through
October 30 - Pumpkin Patch; October 11 - 1 pm and 7 pm
listening sessions with Fr. Bill; October 12 - Feast of Our Lady
of Aparecida; October 13 - 10 am annual Diocesan Hispanic
Mass; October 19 - 7 pm John Michael Talbot Concert;
October 27 - Diocesan Family Fest, November 1 - All Saints
Day - Holy Day of Obligation; November 2 - All Souls Day 7
pm Rosary and 7:30 pm Mass; November 3 - 11-3 pm Parish
Picnic; November 4 - Daylight Savings time begins; November
5 - 33 Days of Preparation to Total Consecration to Jesus
through Mary; November 8 - 7 pm Journey to New Life
Workshop; November 10-11 Women’s Welcome Retreat;
November 22 - Thanksgiving Day; November 25 - Christ the
King; December 2 - 1st Sunday of Advent!

Ask It Basket

“Why do we have a statue of a shepherd in our
courtyard?” Good question! The statue was
donated by a faithful parishioner years ago. It is an authentic
replica of one of the oldest statues of Jesus, who is the Good
Shepherd (Jn 10). He is the one who seeks the lost, protects
us, guides us, feeds us, heals us, and carries us home. How
appropriate is it that He is carrying us home to the Church
through the restful waters of life! What will go in the nitch?
We have a precious relic of the True Wood of the Cross. We
are preparing the nitch so it can be securely placed there for all
the faithful to venerate. (If you have a question for the Ask It
Basket, please contact FrBill@StPaulChurch.com).

Christ Heal Us!! This Saturday during the 8:30

morning Mass, we will offer the Sacrament of
Anointing of the Sick every 2nd Saturday). This
beautiful Sacrament is for all those who are
advanced in age as well as those who suffer
from a serious (grave) illness. It is recommended
for all those who are scheduled to be admitted
to a hospital for surgery later this month to be anointed. This
Sacrament can be received as often as needed. Come and
experience the healing touch of the Divine Physician!
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St. Paul Faith Formation

We are rooted in Faith and growing in grace











Faith Formation Important Dates
October 13: First Reconciliation Retreat 1pm - 5:30pm
October 13-14: Rite of Welcoming for RCIA
October 20: First Reconciliation Retreat 1pm - 5:30pm
October 20: Confirmation Retreat 9am-5pm
October 21: XLT Praise and Worship 7:30pm-8:30pm
October 27: Family Faith Fest 10am-6pm All INVITED
October 28: Priesthood Sunday
October 31: All Saints Children’s Mass 5:30pm
November 10 - 11: Rite of Enrollment for Confirmation
Candidates at all Masses

Thank you to our teens and parents who attended last week’s
informational meeting on Confirmation. The Faith Formation Office
has many exciting spiritual events and retreats in store this year to
encounter Jesus. If you haven’t registered, please contact the Faith
Formation Office right away!

Adult Faith Formation Classes for Parent of Grades K-5
(Coincides with Student’s Session 8)
Day
Date
Time
Location
Sun
10/7/18 10:30 am -11:15 am FC #3
Mon NO CLASS - OBSERVANCE of COLUMBUS DAY
Tues
10/9/18 6:15 pm -7:00 pm
Church
Day
Sun
Mon

(Coincides with Student’s Session 10 )
Date
Time
Location
10/21/18 10:30am-11:15am
FC #3
10/22/18 4:30pm-5:00pm
Church

Adult Faith Formation Classes for Parent of Grades 6-8
(Coincides with Student’s Session 8)
Day
Date
Time
Location
Sun
10/14/18 4:15pm-5:00pm
FC #2
Mon
10/15/18 6:15pm-7:00pm
Church
Wed
10/17/18 6:15pm-7:00pm
Church

There’s Something for Everyone at the
Free Family Faith Fest!
The Family Faith Fest is a day of worshiping Jesus, praying, and
making great memories. There will be lots of fun activities for
people of all ages, including street performers, arts and crafts,
the BayCare Health Village, inflatables, carnival games, great
food (for purchase) and awesome music by contemporary
Christian artists. The day will wrap up with Mass celebrated by
Bishop Parkes at 4:00 pm. Bishop Gregory Parkes invites you
to the Family Faith Fest, the Diocese of St. Petersburg’s 50th
Anniversary celebration, Saturday, October 27 from 10 am to 6
pm at Al Lopez Park in Tampa. Visit www.familyfaithfest.org
for more information.

“So out of the ground the Lord God formed every beast of the field and every bird of the air, and brought them to the man to see what he would call them; and whatever
the man called every living creature, that was its name” (Gn 2:19).

Announcements
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SOS Human Trafficking
will be
holding their meeting on Thursday,
October 11 at 7pm, Room C in the
Parish Center. Everyone is welcome.

Counseling Services

Offered by Dr. Pat Berne
Please call (813) 961-3023 to make an appointment

AA Meetings

Do you feel your life is out of control? Is Alcohol ruining
your life? Help is here! Our parish is blessed to host weekly
Alcoholics Anonymous meetings on every Wednesday at
8:15pm in the St Michael Cabin. For more information, call
813-933-9123. May God bless you!

Join us for a Life Changing Spiritual Retreat
Weekend. Come and see what
WELCOME is all about.

Welcome: A Renewed
Encounter with Christ

Women’s Weekend
Legal Consultation and Referral Service
Every Monday by appointment only
Please call 813-961-3023
Divorced and Separated Support Group

This ministry provides caring support for both women and
men experiencing separation or divorce. We meet every
Friday night at 7:30pm in the Parish center. You may come
as often as you would like, every week, once a month or
whenever convenient. No charges/no fees. All are welcome.
For further information and to answer any questions please
call Don Hemke at 813-205-1735.

Diabetes Support Group

Do you have diabetes? Do you wonder if you have diabetes?
Are you tired of dealing with diabetes? Would you like to
learn more? Lora Goins (RN, CDE) will be hosting a support
group on Wednesday, October 10th at 7:00pm in the Parish
Center Room E. Questions? Please call Lora at (813) 8434657 for more information.

Contact:
Susan Bernardi at smbernardi@aol.com

Council of Catholic Women

Please join the Council of Catholic Women for
our monthly General Meeting to be held on
Thursday, October 11th at 7:00 pm in the
Family
Center. Emma Boe, from Project
Rachael, will be the guest speaker. Returning
CCW members may pick up their registration
form at the sign-in table. New members are welcome to
come!

Adult Continuing Education
with Fr. Bob Romaine
The CORE team of Adult Continuing Education invites all to
take part in the spiritual Campaign of 40 days of Prayer and
Penance for restoration and reparation and healing in the
Church now through November 9, 2018.

You may sign up online by visiting St. Paul Church website
(https://www.stpaulchurch.com/adult-continuing-education).
Please provide your email address in the section ‘40 Days of
Prayer and Fasting’ so that you could receive daily prayers for
40 days.

We are pleased to give you a free subscription to formed.org
1. Sign-up by at www.stpaulchurch.formed.org
2. Click on Register and enter code P33JN2
3. Enjoy movies, books and more!
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Growing Your Faith

As an adult, there are many opportunities to grow
your faith here at St. Paul! Fr. Bob has a class almost every Thursday evening
at 7pm in the Family Center on the History of the Early Church. Fr. George
is offering a series of classes during Faith Formation classes so that our
parents can readily attend (contact the Faith Formation office for the
schedule). In addition, we are blest to have three bible studies ... Wednesday
mornings at 9 and evenings at 7:30pm in English and our Thursday night Bible study in Spanish will begin in January. Our parish
also supports LPMI and SEPI programs in English and Spanish to help develop lay pastoral ministers within the Church. We
also have a wonderful Lighthouse book and CD rack which also boasts material from Dynamic Catholic. Finally, we also
support FORMED, an online resource containing a wealth of material to help you grow in faith.
Visit
www.stpaulchurch.formed.org for more information. Be involved! Grow in your faith! You’ll be glad you did!

Growing Your Faith!

Calling all Young Adults: As a young adult, you are cordially invited to join any of our ministries. We value your considerable
talents and expertise. If you are not sure of how to become more active, call Nancy at 961-3023. We also host three
extraordinary ministries that are exclusively for young adults: The Apostles of the Eucharist meet most Friday evenings
(merimee@verizon.net), Singles for Christ every other Thursday (503-6460), and a group of young Hispanics who gather for
adoration every Friday night. Thank you for choosing St. Paul as your spiritual home!

Our youth are not simply our future as a Church. They are our present. We encourage them to be involved
in ministry. First, they should be enrolled in our Faith Formation and Youth Ministry Programs. Teens are especially
encouraged to volunteer as a catechist or catechist assistant. We also encourage our young people to be involved in Liturgical
Ministry. Starting in 2nd grade, children can sing in our Children’s Choir, and 6th, 7th and 8th graders can be members of our
Middle School Youth Choir. High school singers are always welcome to sing with our LifeTeen choir Sunday evenings. Children
in the 4th and 5th grade can assist their parents as sacristans, lectors, and members of our Art & Environment Ministry. In
addition, 5th graders and older are encouraged to be altar servers. Eighth (8th) graders and older are also welcome to serve as
ushers or Ministers of Hospitality. We would love all those who have been confirmed to volunteer as lectors and if you are in
11th or 12th grade to serve as an Extraordinary Minister of Holy Communion. Our parish is also blessed with a vibrant group of
American Heritage Girls and we are starting a Family Cub Scout pack. For our teens, we not only have an awesome youth
group, but also a very wonderful group of “Disciples of the Eucharist” who meet nearly every Friday night. The bottom line is
that our children and youth are important members of our parish community and we are grateful for their “yes” to the Lord!

Youth in Action!

Super Charge Your Faith! Are you interested in
growing ever deeper in love with our Lord? There are a
number of special opportunities in the coming months
to help you grow in faith. Mark you calendars and
please plan on coming!
Advent Parish Mission. This year we are blessed to welcome
Deacon Bill Ditewig. Deacon Bill is an incredibly gifted speaker
who will lead us in our annual Advent Parish Mission December
3-5 at both 11:00 am and 7:00 pm in the Church. Be sure to
mark your calendars and bring your friends!
Men’s Morning of Reflection. Please join us for a Men’s
Morning of Reflection on the Feast of the Immaculate
Conception, Saturday, December 8th from the 8:30 morning
Mass until 11:30 am. Please mark your calendars and invite your
buddies!
Serve the Poor with Joy! Come join us as we join Fr. Richard
Ho Lung and the Missionaries of the Poor as they care for the
poorest of the poor in Jamaica from February 4-10.
8th Annual Tampa Bay Catholic Men's Conference will
be held on Sunday, February 10 from 8:00 am - 3:00 pm at
Higgins Hall. This year features Jeff Cavins, Fr Dwight
Longenecket, and John Pridmore. For more information and
tickets, please visit SuncoastCatholicMinistries.com.

Passion Play 2020!

Join us for an amazing
pilgrimage to Bavaria,
Austria, and Hungary!
Every ten years for
hundreds of years, the
small Bavarian town of
Oberammergau hosts a
Passion Play for all the world. We will also visit begin
in the medieval city of Innsbruck, the baroque
Benedictine Abbey of Ettal, the romantic castle of
Neuschwanstein (pictured
above) before embarking
on a cruise up the
Danube …... visiting such
picturesque cities as
Nuremberg, Regensburg,
Passau, Melk, Vienna, and
Budapest! (Photo of
Budapest!) Be sure to reserve your spots now as there
are limited spots! Call Margie at 1-800-644-4659 for
more information.

“So out of the ground the Lord God formed every beast of the field and every bird of the air, and brought them to the man to see what he would call them; and whatever
the man called every living creature, that was its name” (Gn 2:19).

Stewardship a Way of Life
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Coffee & Donuts
Your Host Today:
Council of
Catholic Women

Everything We Have is a Gift from God
Everything we have is a gift from God. That is a foundational
principle in the spirituality of Christian stewardship. It is not easy
to embrace the reality that everything we have is a gift from God.
Many of us, at a subliminal level, believe that everything we have
is a result of our own efforts. The following story points out how
persistent this false belief can be.
The setting for the story is the Irish countryside; the focus is an
abandoned farmhouse. A stranger buys
the dilapidated farmhouse and
im m e d ia t e ly b e g in s t o m a ke
improvements. The stone walls are
rebuilt, the house gets a new coat of
whitewash, the fields are plowed and
planted and the thatched roof is repaired.
The people in the nearby village watch all this work with curiosity
and wonder. One thing they know for certain is that whoever the
new owner is he never goes to church.
A group of the villagers goes to the parish priest and convince
him to discover who the new owner is and to invite him to
church. Soon thereafter the parish priest goes out to the newly
restored farmhouse and knocks on the door. The door is opened,
the priest is greeted and he soon finds himself seated at the
kitchen table enjoying a cup of tea and homemade scones. After
the obligatory small talk, the priest zeroes in on the purpose of his
visit. He says to the new owner, “I love what you and God have
done with this place.” The new owner pauses, takes a sip of tea
and says, “Father, do you remember what the place looked like
when God had it all to Himself?”
The story is both humorous and tragic. Humorous because it
invites us to laugh at ourselves. Tragic because it lays bare the fact
that we are inclined to take too much credit for our successes and
too little blame for our failures. The new owner’s heart is not
filled with gratitude because his heart is too full of pride in his
own accomplishments. Needless to say, he is not alone in this
attitude.
If we are to embrace fully the spirituality of stewardship, we must
embrace the belief that “everything we have is a gift from God.”
We must develop what stewards call “the attitude of gratitude.”
Prayerfully consider what will help you realize more fully that
everything we have is a gift from God.

Just about every day of the week you will see a group of these
wonderful ladies serving at functions at the parish in so many
different capacities. They are the sponsors of the Giving Tree,
bake sales, Seder supper, St. Joseph Day, receptions, and so
much more! Where there is a need, they can be found. They
are easily recognizable in their blue shirts. In addition to their
serving the parish, they meet as a group to enrich their spiritual
growth and friendships. Please stop by and say THANK YOU
to these wonderful ladies, and get more information about
joining the CCW.

For More Info Contact
Connie Ash
CatholicWomen@StPaulChurch.com
A Stewardship Moment …

Jesus teaches us about the sacredness of marriage; a covenant
that is a gift from God. Our relationships with our spouses,
family, friends, coworkers,
and those in our
community of faith are all
gifts from God. Jesus
reminds us today that it is
the hardened heart that
damages or breaks up
relationships.
Good stewards understand the holiness of relationships and
pray for the love, patience, understanding and kindness
necessary to sustain those relationships. Take time out to
prayerfully reflect on your relationships this week.
Is your stewardship of these relationships as God intended?
What relationships need to be healed and reconciled?
Sign up for Online giving! It’s simple and convenient.
Go to:

StPaulChurch.com
for more info on how to sign up.

Weekly Offertory
Sunday, September 30, 2018
Offertory:
$ 25,598
Online Giving: $ 14,975
Attendance:
3,404
Envelopes:
815

Thank You for your generosity!

Reflections on Scripture
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Due to copyright restrictions, we are not able to
print the Scriptures with the reflections of Mr.
Conroy. The Readings for next week’s liturgy can be
found in our St. Paul App >Pray> Readings

I. Genesis 2:18-24 The Model for
Community.
Reflection: We read part of the second
Creation Story from Genesis. Scholars
have recognized that the Creation
narrative is dependent upon Ancient
Near East culture; if we read carefully,
the author depicts a God who works
much like we do...He tried one solution
to the solitude of "the man" and it did
not work; so, He tried another, making
"woman" (Heb. ish-shah)
from
"man" (ish).
The crucial element,
however, is that it is human community
that fulfills our destiny. Life with
animals was not sufficient.
The
Creator knew that being-alone was
inhuman; and only another human
could remedy that defect. This passage
introduces perhaps the central theme
o f a l l S cr i p t ur e: t he hu m a n
"experiment" is communal in
character; and its success depends
upon the recognition that other
humans are not "alien," but are "bone
of my bone..." And the model for all
community is the dyad-become-monad
of two persons who become one being.

II. Hebrews 2:9-11. Another Source
of "Community."
Reflection: This short reading packs
into it two critical ideas: 1) While
Christ (the same pre-existent Logos who
was vehicle of Creation) assumed a
form of a mere human being ("lower
than the angels"), He was perfected as
a result of His suffering and death. He
became one of us, even to embracing
death, and was glorified therein. He
thus became the "High Priest" who
continues to offer the Perfect Sacrifice.
2) By His assuming our form, by
becoming totally and fully human, He
became our Brother. The Incarnation
becomes that bridge that spans the
impossible chasm that separates the
Totally Other, the Origin of Being,
from the utterly contingent, fragile and
minuscule creation.
Contemporary
science, which recognizes our entire
solar system as a barely perceptible
pimple in one small galaxy, merely
reinforces the character of the
centrality of the Incarnation. Despite
the almost impossibility of finding our
planet on a cosmic scale, God cared/
cares for us.
III. Mark
Again.

10:2-16.

most likely the standard form of
discussion about Torah that existed
among learned Jews at the time. Jesus
took a stricter position about divorce
than was normal at the time. The
emphasis, I suggest, is the critical
character of stability within the human
community. This does not mean that
the human community cannot exist if
divorce exists; but divorce introduces
stress on the basic unit of society that
ought to be avoided. The second story
reflects another aspect of
"community." Children were the most
powerless in that society; and to
suggest that the Kingdom of Heaven
belongs to these affirms the
inclusiveness that Christ and His
Church insist upon. The same issue is
being dealt with: "Community."

Community

Reflection: We have two stories
combined in this reading: The first is a
"controversy" story, but which was

Bible Study every Wednesday at St. Paul
Now through April 2019!

Character and Courage

Ezra, Nehemiah & Esther
Classes include small group discussion combined with lectures giving historic and
Scriptural background along with Church tradition and real life applications.

Bring your Bible and a friend!
No experience is necessary. Beginners welcome!
Wednesday Mornings 9:00 am to 11 am

or

Wednesday Evenings 7:30 pm to 9:00 pm
St. Paul Family Center
Contact Suzanne 962-4885; suzannetim@verizon.net

“So out of the ground the Lord God formed every beast of the field and every bird of the air, and brought them to the man to see what he would call them; and whatever
the man called every living creature, that was its name” (Gn 2:19).

Outreach and Community Events
Faith in Action “So out of the ground the Lord

God formed every beast of the field and every
bird of the air, and brought them to the man to
see what he would call them; and whatever the
man called every living creature, that was its name” (Gn 2:19).
The creation story reminds us of two important points. First,
since the start, God has put the entire world into our care.
Second, stewardship has been around since the beginning of
mankind, it isn't something recently invented by the Church.
Just as past generations built our Church, it is now our
responsibility to continue to nurture and develop these gifts
for future generations.

If you, a member of your family or a friend are
ill and unable to attend weekly Mass, please
inform us by calling Barbara at the parish office.
No Catholic should be deprived of the
opportunity for frequent reception of
Communion. Also, if you have an upcoming surgery, receive
the Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick before admission.
Due to HIPPA laws, it is imperative that you let the hospital
know that you would like a visit from a Catholic priest and be
sure to call the parish office. Thank you and know you are in
our prayers!

Not Well?!
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On a Lighter Note

Reaching the end of a job interview, the Human
Resources Officer asks a young engineer fresh
out of the Massachusetts Institute of
Technology, "And what starting salary are you
looking for?" The engineer replies, "In the
region of $125,000 a year, depending on the benefits package."
The interviewer inquires, "Well, what would you say to a
package of five weeks vacation, 14 paid holidays, full medical
and dental, company matching retirement fund to 50% of
salary, and a company car leased every two years, say, a red
Corvette?" The engineer sits up straight and says, "Wow! Are
you kidding?" The interviewer replies, "Yeah, but you started
it."

Living Faith In today’s Gospel, Jesus reminds us of the

nature of marriage ... that it is a sacred
covenant between the husband and wife and
God himself and that what God joins
together, no human power can separate. Today, let us pray for
married couples, those who struggle in their relationships, as
well as the separated and divorced. May they all be open to
healing and loving touch of God!

We want to celebrate!

Are you or a fellow parishioner
celebrating a special milestone such as a birthday,
anniversary, graduation, or other special event? Are
you expecting a child or preparing to move? Please
call Elizabeth at the parish office and let us know!
We would like to remember you in our prayers and
invite you to bring up the gifts at the Sunday Mass. Let your
parish family be a part of your celebration!

Discernment Day for Young Adult Women The Office

Gluten Intolerant? If you have an adverse reaction to the

Holy Hour for Vocations Cathedral of St. Jude Sponsored

gluten found in bread, including the Holy Eucharist,
you have several options. First, you are welcome to
receive the Lord in the Precious Blood. Remember,
He is fully in present in the smallest drop of his
Precious Blood as well as in the smallest particle of
the Host. Second, there are low-gluten or “gluten free” altar
breads available which contain less than 0.00042% gluten. If
you would like to know more about the procedure we use at
St. Paul to distribute the low-gluten Hosts, contact Elizabeth
at (813) 961-3023.

The annual Mass of the Angels for
children (born or unborn) who have gone to be with the Lord.
will be held on Saturday, October 13, 2018, at 11:00am in
the St. James Chapel at Bethany Center (18150 Bethany
Center Drive Lutz). Families are invited to bring a picture of
their lost child/ren to be displayed at the reception following
Mass. For RSVP's, information, or to have a child's name
added to the program, please contact Diane at 727-344-1611
ext. 5308 or via email at dcs@dosp.org.

Mass of the Angels

of Vocations will be hosting a discernment day for young adult
women on Saturday, December 1, 2018, at the Cathedral of
St. Jude the Apostle, 5815 5th Ave. N., St. Petersburg. The
day will begin with Mass at 11:00 am, followed by lunch and a
question and answer period with some of the religious women
located right here in the Diocese of St. Petersburg! Mark your
calendars now!
by the Serra Club Every fourth Wednesday of the month (with
a couple of exceptions) the Serra Club hosts the Holy Hour
for Vocations from 7:00pm until 8:00pm at the Cathedral
of St. Jude the Apostle. Please consider attending one of
these holy hours to pray for vocations to the priesthood and
religious life. Upcoming dates are as follows: October 24,
2018; and November 28, 2018.

Home Makers of Hope We will begin collecting donations

of household items at the Parish Center
reception area on Friday, October 12th and
26th from 10:00 am till 12:00 noon. A ministry
member will be present to accept your donations. For larger
items please call to schedule a truck pick up with Deacon
Frank 610-574-0074.
We are in need of gently used and cleaned bedding, linens
(please label twin, full or queen size), towels, bath mats,
shower curtains, bathroom and kitchen trash baskets, pots &
pans, dishes, flatware, coffee makers, blenders, irons/ironing
boards and kitchen tables and chairs.

