
 

 

"Formed by Word and Sacrament, we, the people of St. Paul Catholic Church,  
are a Spirit-led, Eucharist-centered, vibrant multicultural Christian community of faith, living our love for 

God and neighbor while growing together as disciples of Christ." 

 Thirty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time                        Sunday, November 17, 2019 Order your Holiday Wreaths 
Today!  Please see page 4. 

 
 

 

WEEKEND MASSES 

Saturday Masses 
8:30am Mass 

(Morning Prayer and  
Benediction 8:10am) 

 

Saturday Vigil Masses 
5:30pm   

Missa em Português: 7:30pm 
 

Sunday Masses 
7:30am, 9:00am, 10:45am,  

12:30pm, 5:30pm 
Misa en Español:  2:00pm  

 

WEEKDAY MASSES 
Monday to Friday 

7:30am and 12:15pm 
 

First Friday Mass 7:30pm 
Third Friday Mass 7:30pm 

*Fourth Friday Mass 7:30pm  
*(en Español) 

 

Reconciliation (Confession) 
Monday to Friday 11:30am - Noon 
Saturdays at 10:00am and 4:00pm  

or upon request 
 

Eucharistic Adoration  
Monday to Thursday 

8:00am to 8:30pm 
Compline & Benediction  

 

Friday 8:00am to  
Saturday 8:30am Mass 

 

Morning Prayer 
Monday - Friday 7:10am 

Saturday 8:10am 

 

Anointing of the Sick 
Every Second Saturday  
of the Month at 8:30am 

 

Church Office Hours: 
Monday - Friday 8:00am to 4:00pm 

 

Website: 
www.stpaulchurch.com 

 

Contact us at: 
info@stpaulchurch.com 

St. Paul Catholic Church 
and Preschool 

 

www.stpaulchurch.com 

12708 North Dale Mabry Highway, Tampa, Florida  33618-2802     
Phone  (813) 961-3023  †  Fax  (813) 962-8780  
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We’re here to serve you! 
 

Clergy 
Fr. Bill Swengros    Pastor 
Fr. Robert Romaine  Parochial Vicar 
Fr. Ambrose  
Kadambukatt, OCD Parochial Vicar  
Deacon Carlos Celaya  RCIA 
Deacon Ray Dever     Mental Health Support 
Deacon Frank Henriquez  Ministry to Homebound  
  and  Nursing Homes  
Deacon Rich &    
Colleen Spiro  Ignatian Spirituality  
 

Faith Formation 
Carmen Cayon Director 
Maria Costa                 RCIA, Marriage Prep, 
 Adult  Confirmation, 
 Quinceañeras 
Sonia Eberhardt         K-5 Faith Formation  
 Coordinator, 1st Holy 
 Communion Prep 
Maria Mendez Baptism and 
 FORMED® Coordinator   
Silvia Rivera               Religious Education 
 Assistant (Records) 
Andy Gotsch    High School Youth 
 Minister 
Theresa Adams          Middle School Youth
 Minister 
 

Preschool 
Abbie Johnson            Director 
Mindy Geer                Assistant Director 
 

Liturgy 
Mary Gant                   Music Director 
Elizabeth Hays           Liturgist, Bereavement 
 Minister 
 

Parish Support 
Brian Smith       Parish Manager  
Laurie Erickson Director of Ministries 
Louis Gobin Accountant 
Barbara Gray               Pastoral Administrative 
  Assistant (Scheduling)     
Sam Mathai                Maintenance 
Charles Yezak, Jr.        Director of 
 Communications  

 

www.stpaulchurch.com 
 

www.facebook.com/stpaultpa 
 

info@stpaulchurch.com 

 
Our Vision Statement:  

“Growing Together as Disciples of 
Christ.” 

 
Front cover photo credits:  Charles Yezak, Jr. 

 

 

 

 

    We are packing meals for the hungry on 
Sunday, November 17th from 2:30pm to 
5:30pm in the Family Center.  Your 
monetary donations are needed to cover 
the cost of food, shipping and programs 
that focus on longer-term solutions to 
hunger. 
 

To make a donation to help pay for the 
meals for the hungry, visit the Catholic 

Relief Services’ website at:  
 

https://helpinghands.crs.org/events/ 
st-paul-tampa/ 

http://www.StPaulChurch.com
https://helpinghands.crs.org/events/st-paul-tampa/
https://helpinghands.crs.org/events/st-paul-tampa/


 

 

My Dear Friends, 
 
A few years ago, a parishioner was struck by a life-threatening illness and no one knew who to contact to help direct the 
medical care.  Bills were left unpaid as her illness progressed.  When she finally died, no one knew how or where she wanted to 
be buried. While we all had ideas, no one had the authority to make decisions on her behalf.  Thankfully, the State stepped in 
and assigned a lawyer who took care of matters so she could be buried.  Unfortunately, he didn’t think it was important for her 
to have a funeral service and since she died without a will, the State assumed her estate.  How sad! 
 
It is important for all of us to be prepared for a life-threatening emergency.  The diocese requires each priest to have certain 
forms on hand.  This is good advice for every one of us.  It is important to have emergency contact information (physician, 
health care surrogate, next of kin, allergies, and a current list of medication) in a readily accessible or visible place.  I know 
many of our parishioners have it in their wallet and posted on the refrigerator.  When hiking, I keep this information in an ID 
bracelet.  Don’t laugh… but I also have a medal which states on the back side: “I am a Catholic, in case of serious accident, 
please call a priest.”  In the event of an emergency, you may be unable to give this vital information.  A few years ago, my 
cousin collapsed and because the emergency personnel did not know what medication she was taking, she suffered serious 
medical consequences.  By the time our family arrived, it was too late.  
 
All of us should designate a person as our health care surrogate and complete a Catholic living will.  A copy of these 
documents should be given to our doctors and our loved ones should be informed of our intentions regarding medical care and 
treatment.  You should also appoint someone with durable power of attorney.  Should you become incapacitated, it will be 
important for him or her to manage your financial affairs.  Your attorney may also suggest that you appoint a legal guardian. 
 
We should also have a lawyer draw up our last will and testament.  Missing and incomplete wills often generate a great deal 
of animosity among those left behind and your estate will be distributed as the court sees fit.  I am in the process of revising 
my will so that St. Paul’s will be remembered since you are all an important part of my life. 
 
It is also important to complete your funeral plans.  Not only is it less expensive to pre-arrange your funeral, it also relieves a 
great deal of stress among those who will be grieving.  For my part, I find it incredibly sad when a daily communicant is denied 
a Catholic funeral simply because no one thought to contact the church.  I have specified the place of my funeral and 
internment as well as the readings. 
 
I have entrusted all of these documents to the Diocese for safekeeping and gave a copy to my family.  You could keep them in 
an “emergency drawer”, give them to your lawyer, or to a family member or close friend.  I’ve also included an emergency 
contact list of people to contact when I die and financial information (IRA and bank account information).  If I owned real 
estate, I’d also include this.  In other words, I’ve written down all the information the executor of my estate will need. 
 
There is one more thing I would like to include and that is a spiritual testament.  This is a letter to those I love expressing my 
thanks for the many ways they have revealed the face of God to me.  It is a wonderful way to help loved ones during their time 
of grief. 
 
I can’t begin to express how important it is for us to make these preparations.  It is not a question of IF we will be called home 
but rather WHEN it will happen.  Although many of these forms are available online, I encourage you to see a lawyer.  Florida 
is very particular about these documents and what is valid in another state may not be valid in Florida. 
 
Lastly, and perhaps most importantly, it is important to be spiritually prepared.  Don’t let the sun 
set without telling your loved ones how much you care about them, to reconcile with those who 
have hurt you, and to be at peace with yourself and our Good and Gracious God.  When the Lord 
returns, may you be prepared to greet him with all the saints in heaven! 
 
May we continue to courageously grow together in Christ, 

 

 

Fr. Bill Swengros, Pastor 

Letter from Our Pastor Page 3 

“…Rather, we wanted to present ourselves as a model for you, so that you might imitate us” (2 Thes 3:9).   



 

 

Parish, Liturgical Events & Announcements Page 4 

           INTERFAITH 

THANKSGIVING SERVICE  

Monday, November 25th at 7:00pm 

Congregation Beth Am 

2030 W. Fletcher Avenue 

Tampa, FL 33612  
 

You are invited to attend a special, revived  

Interfaith Thanksgiving Service on November 25th 

at the Congregation Beth Am.  The service will 

feature those from Congregation Beth Am, 

Congregation Kol Ami, St. Paul Catholic Church, 

Forest Hills Presbyterian, Grace Lutheran Church, 

Lake Magdelene UMC and many more! 

 

The service will feature prayers, teachings and 

musical selections from a wide variety of religions 

and beliefs.  Come share in this new experience! 

 

A collection will be taken for the Tampa Jewish 

Family Services Food Bank (which serves  

people of all backgrounds) and a church-

based, relief charity in the Bahamas. 

Attention Men of St. Paul Catholic Church! 
 

You are cordially invited to attend a “Fraternal 
Benefits Night”… an evening of valuable information 
sponsored by the Knights of Columbus.  Come and 
learn the many ways that membership in the Order 
can benefit you and your family.  This event is open to 
existing council members as well as prospective 
members. Spouses are welcome to attend this event. 

 

Date:  Thursday, November 21, 2019 
Time: 7:00pm to 9:00pm 

Location:  Family Center - Room F 
 

Please contact John Holtzhauser at  
(813) 433-0256 for more information. 



 

 

 

Each week people gather on our campus to pray.  Listed below are some of our prayer groups:  

       PRAYER GROUP                           DAY(S) & TIMES 

    Eucharistic Adoration                    Monday through Thursday 8:00am - 8:30pm 
    Rosary (in Church)                      Weekdays after the 7:30am Mass    
    Rosary and Prayer for Vocations (in Church)    Weekdays before the 12:15pm Mass   
    Our Mother of Mercy                    Tuesdays after the 12:15pm Mass   
    Legion of Mary (Español)                 Tuesdays at 7:30pm     
    La Familia (Español)                     2nd Tuesdays at 7:00pm   
    Padre Pio Prayer Group                  4th Wednesday after the 12:15pm Mass   
    Spiritual Mothers                       Thursdays after the 12:15pm Mass    
    Amor de Jesus Grupo de Oración (Español)    Thursdays at 7:30pm      
    Cenáculo de Maria Rosa Mística (Português)   Thursdays      
    Grupo Terco dos Homens (Português)        3rd Thursdays at 7:40pm     
    24-hour Eucharistic Adoration              Friday 8:00 am - Saturday 8:30am   
    Rosary and Santo Niño Perpetual Novena     1st Fridays at 7:00pm     
    Sacred Heart Novena Mass                1st Fridays at 7:30pm     
    Nossa Senhora Da Rosa Mistica (Português)    1st, 3rd and 5th Fridays at 8:00pm    
    Cursillo de Cristiandad (Español)            2nd Fridays of every other month    
    Our Lady of Good Health Novena Mass       3rd Fridays at 7:30pm   
    Miraculous Medal Novena                Saturdays after the 8:30am Mass   
    Anointing of the Sick                    2nd Saturday during the 8:30am Mass   
    Our Lady of Peñafrancia                  4th Saturday after the 8:30am Mass  
    Cenacles of Divine Mercy (Eng, Esp. & Port.)   Various times    
    Fiat (English and Español)                 Various times   

   

 Please contact Laurie Erickson, Director of Ministries, at (813) 961-3023 for more information. 
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“…Rather, we wanted to present ourselves as a model for you, so that you might imitate us” (2 Thes 3:9).   

ONE NIGHT  
ADVENT MISSION 

FEATURING… 
 
 

JON 
LEONETTI 

 

December 4
th

 
6:30PM 

THANKSGIVING 

DAY MASS 
 

 

 

 
 

 

Thursday, 

November 28th 

9:00am 
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  St. Paul Faith Formation     
We are rooted in Faith and growing in grace 

 

God reaches out to us in all kinds of ways. The desire in your 
heart to baptize your child is one of them. The promises you 
make for your child on this day will begin to form your child 
into a faithful follower of Christ. However, the day of baptism 
is only the beginning of this journey. Baptism is indeed a life 
changing event! 
 

The Sacrament of Baptism at St. Paul Catholic Church takes 
place on the first three Saturdays of every month in English and 
the fourth Saturday of every month in Spanish.   If your child 
needs to be baptized please contact our Baptism Coordinator, 
Maria Mendez, at (813) 961-3023 or via email at: 
mmendez@stpaulchurch.com. Parents and Godparents will 
be asked to attend a baptismal preparation class. 

Baptism 

 

Sunday Nights from 6:30pm - 8:30pm 
in the Family Center 

A night of faith, fellowship, community and fun for 
all high school students! 

St. Paul Tampa Youth Group Instagram Account: 

stpaultampayg 

St. Paul Catholic Church offers a free subscription, 
for our parishioners, to FORMED.org! 

 
 

1. Visit www.FORMED.org 
2. Click “Sign Up” 
3. Select “I belong to a Parish or Organization” 
4. Enter code P33JN2 
5. Enter your email address 
 

Enjoy your access to thousands of movies, programs, 
audio and books instantly! 

 

 

Attention Faith Formation Families! 
You are invited to join us during your child's Faith 

Formation class for Breaking Open the Word. This is 
a casual gathering, in the Family Center, where we 

reflect on the Sunday Gospel, share our faith and 

enjoy fellowship with other parents.  Refreshments 

will be provided.   

 

Sunday, November 17:  10:15am - 11:30am 

Monday, November 18:  4:15pm - 5:30pm 

Monday, November 18:  6:00pm - 7:10pm 
Tuesday, November 19:  6:00pm - 7:15pm 

Wednesday, November 20:  6:00pm - 7:15pm 

FAITH FORMATION  
ASSISTANT OPENING 

 

The Faith Formation Office is in need of an assistant to aid 
our Coordinator of Faith Formation on Sunday mornings, 
Monday afternoons and Tuesday evenings. This is a part-
time, temporary position (January through August of 2020).  
 

Qualified candidates should have a minimum of 2 years of 
experience as a children’s catechist and enjoy working with 
diverse families and children. Must be willing to be Safe 
Environment trained and be available to work 12-15 hours 
per week. The ideal candidate is able to speak, read and write 
in English and Spanish. 
 

If you are interested or want more information, please 
contact Carmen Cayon: ccayon@stpaulchurch.com or call 
(813)-961-3023.  

mailto:813-961-3023/ccayon@stpaulchurch.com
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“…Rather, we wanted to present ourselves as a model for you, so that you might imitate us” (2 Thes 3:9).   

• Preparations for the reception of the Sacraments of 
Baptism, Reconciliation, First Communion and 
Confirmation are coordinated though the Faith 
Formation Office.  Please call (813) 961-3023.    

• For preparation to receive the Sacrament of Holy 
Matrimony or for Convalidation, please call Maria 
Costa at (813) 961-3023.   

• For Anointing of the Sick, please contact Barbara Gray 
at (813) 961-3023. 

Interested in receiving text messages 
regarding upcoming Youth Group activities 

and events?   If YES, please text: 

@9bf4c7 to 81010   

         License # C HC 110273 

Excellence in Catholic preschool education for over 35 years 

 
Monday - Thursday 

8:00am - 8:30pm 

 
Friday 8:00am -  
Saturday 8:30am 

Mass 

THREE-YEAR OLD SPACES AVAILABLE! 
The St. Paul Catholic Preschool currently has a few 
spots available in the 3-year-old program for 2-day,    
3-day and 5-day classes.  Please call (813) 264-3383 or 
email preschool@stpaulchurch.com if you are 
interested in enrolling your 3-year-old now!    

 
 
 
 
 
 

Thank you, St. Paul Parishioners, for donating reading 
glasses and hygiene items for those in need in Panama!                                            
 

                  — Panama Mission Ministry 

Deo Gratis: We thank God for all our liturgical ministers... 
our priests, deacons, altar servers, lectors, 
Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion, 
ministers of hospitality, sacristans, music 
ministers, and members of our Arts & 
Environment ministry for all they do to help 

make our liturgies so very beautiful.  Thank you!  This week 
we received them from California, North Carolina and 
Florida.  May God bless you all! 
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We pray for the repose of the souls of those recently 
departed: Eric Christopher Reheiser, Eugene Fernandez, 

Jose Rodriguez, Natalie Jean Carroll, Sandra Speziale, 
Richard L. Kissal, Sandra Speziale, Natalie Carroll, 
Julia Cate, Lucia Pirone, David Barragar, Benedict 
Heter, and Rojan Vincent Hosein. 

 
 

Please remember in your prayers those with various 
health needs: Jaime Zambrano, Mary Garcia, Allan Garcia, 
Frank Loscalzo, Doreen Miller, Leelah Sharma, Anne Marie 
Q., Nancy H. Cramer and Catalina Feller. 

Pope Francis: I would offer a... thought about the 
resurrection. I take it from the Spiritual 
Exercises, where Saint Ignatius suggests 
that before making any important 
decision, we should imagine ourselves 
standing before God at the end of time. 

That is the final and inevitable moment, one that all of us will 
have to face. Every life decision, viewed from that 
perspective, will be well directed, since it is closer to the 
resurrection, which is the meaning and purpose of life. As the 
departure is calculated by the goal, as the planting is judged by 
the harvest, so life is best judged by starting from its end and 
purpose. Saint Ignatius writes: “Let me consider myself as 
standing in the presence of my judge on the last day and 
reflect what decision on the present matter I would then wish 
to have made; I will choose now the rule of life that I would 
then wish to have observed” (Spiritual Exercises, 187). It can 
be a helpful exercise to view reality through the eyes of the 
Lord and not only through our own; to look to the future, the 
resurrection, and not only to this passing day; to make choices 
that have the flavor of eternity, the taste of love” (Pope 
Francis, Homily, 4 November 2019).  

Sunday Thirty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 Mal 3:19-20a; Ps 98:5-6, 7-8, 9; 2 Thes 3:7-12; 

 Lk 21:5-19 
Monday 1 Mc 1:10-15, 41-43, 54-57, 62-63; Ps119:53,  

 61, 134, 150, 155, 158; Lk 18:35-43. 

Tuesday 2 Mc 6:18-31; Ps 3:2-3, 4-5, 6-7; Lk 19:1-10 
Wednesday 2 Mc 7:1, 20-31; Ps 17:1bcd, 5-6, 8b and 15;  

 Lk 19:11-28 

Thursday 1 Mc 2:15-29; Ps 50:1b-2, 5-6, 14-15;  

 Lk 19:41-44 

Friday 1 Mc 4:36-37, 52-59; 1 Chr 29:10bcd, 11abc,  
 11d-12a, 12bcd; Lk 19:45-48 
Saturday 1 Mc 6:1-13; Ps 9:2-3, 4 and 6, 16 and 19:  
 Lk 20:27-40 
Sunday Solemnity of Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the  
 Universe 
 2 Sm 5:1-3; Ps 122:1-2, 3-4, 4-5; Col 1:12-20; 

 Lk 23:35-43 

Saturday, November 16, 2019 
Saint Margaret of Scotland; Saint Gertrude, Virgin 

8:30am   Rina Fossa † 
5:30pm   Guido Tiozzo †     
7:30pm   Gabriel Shehadech † 
 

Sunday, November 17, 2019 
Thirty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time 

7:30am   Marian Bellucia † 
9:00am    Mario Soulier † 
10:45am    John P. Baumann † 
12:30pm    Deceased Members of CCW † 
2:00pm   Jose Antonio Torres †   
5:30pm    Barbara and Gerry Kolar 50th Anniversary (int.)  
 

Monday, November 18, 2019 
The Dedication of the Basilicas of Saints Peter and Paul, 
Apostles; Saint Rose Philippine Duchesne, Virgin 
7:30am    Lolita Lolarga † 
12:15pm  Paul Perinchery † 
 

Tuesday, November 19, 2019 
7:30am   Partners in Prayer (int.) 
12:15pm  Donald Scott † 
 

Wednesday, November 20, 2019 
7:30am   Joseph F. Laurenceau † 
12:15pm  Consecrated Life and Priestly Vocations (int.) 
 

Thursday, November 21, 2019 
Memorial of the Presentation of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
7:30am    Bilbao/Navarro Family (int.) 
12:15pm  Mary Mukalel † 
  

Friday, November 22, 2019 
Memorial of Saint Cecilia, Virgin and Martyr 
7:30am   Robert F. Shannon † 
12:15pm  Alberto Hildago Family (int.) 
7:30pm   Cadena/Gomez/Ramirez Family † 
     
Saturday, November 23, 2019 
Saint Clement I, Pope and Martyr; Saint Columban, Abbot; 
Blessed Miguel Agustin Pro, Priest and Martyr 
8:30am   Raul Li Masias † 
5:30pm   Nicola Coladonato †   
7:30pm   Ortega/Rodriguez Family (int.) 
 

Sunday, November 24, 2019 
Solemnity of Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe 
7:30am   Melissa Ortiz † 
9:00am    Ed Fisher † 
10:45am    St. Paul Parishioners (int.) 
12:30pm    Bernard Gant † 
2:00pm   Gertrudis Perez † 
5:30pm    Doris Fernandez † 
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“…Rather, we wanted to present ourselves as a model for you, so that you might imitate us” (2 Thes 3:9).   

Looking Ahead! Nov. 5 - Dec. 7: 33 Days 
of Preparation for Total Consecration to 
Jesus through Mary; November 28: 
Thanksgiving Day Mass at 9:00am; 
December 1:  First Sunday of Advent: 
“Come and See” for Spanish Alpha from 

3:00pm - 5:00pm ; December 3 - 11 - 7:30pm Our Lady of 
Guadalupe Novena in Santo Niño Shrine; December 4 - 
6:30pm Parish Advent Mission with John Leonetti; 
December 5:  Come and See for English Alpha, 3:30pm; 
December 8: Spanish Christmas Pageant at 3:30pm; 
December 9: Immaculate Conception Feast - Masses at 
7:30am, 12:15pm, 5:30pm and 7:30pm (Trilingual); December 
12: 6:00pm Rosary and Mass in honor of Our Lady of 
Guadalupe; December 13:  Lessons and Carols at 7:30pm; 
December 15: Breakfast with Santa; December 17:   
Communal Penance Service at 7:00pm;  December 24: 
Christmas Eve - Masses at 4:00pm, 6:00pm, 8:00pm and 
midnight; December 25:  Christmas Day - Masses at 7:30am, 
9:00am, 10:45am; 12:15pm and 2:00pm (Spanish) - There is no 
5:30pm Mass on Christmas Day; December 27: 4th Friday 
Respect Life/Hispanic Ministry Mass, Rosary at 7:00pm, Mass 
at 7:30pm.  Please mark your calendars!   

Saints of God: On Monday we celebrate an American Saint, 
Rose Philippine Duchesne.  Rose was born 
of a large devout family in 1769 in Grenoble, 
France.  Even as a child, she was known for 
her strong will and great love for the poor.  
She entered the convent at 18, against the 
will of her parents.  During the great 
persecution of the French Revolution, the 
convent was closed.  Rose continued her 

ministry with the poor and the sick, opened a school for the 
children who lived on the street, and sheltered underground 
priests.  When the political situation changed, she tried to 
reopen the convent.  When that failed, she joined the Society 
of the Sacred Heart.  At the age of 49, she followed her life-
long dream and traveled to America to serve the Native 
Americans.  The Bishop sent her to "the remotest village in 
the United States," St Charles, Missouri.  She founded a 
school for girls and later a school for Native Americans.  
Finally, at 72, in poor health and retired, she got her lifelong 
wish and lived among the Potawatomi in Kansas.  They soon 
named her "Woman-Who-Prays-Always."  She died in 1852 at 
the age of 83. 

Let us pray:   

O God, who lovest souls and hast in all ages chosen apostolic 
hearts and endowed them with Thy knowledge and Thy love, 
hear the prayers which we offer through the intercession of Thy 
servant St. Philippine Duchesne. Kindle in us the zeal with 
which her life was consumed, and grant that after following her 
example in charity, self-denial and prayer on earth, we may be 
admitted one day to the same glory in our heavenly country. 
Through Christ Our Lord.  Amen. 

Thought for the Day: “Peace is the plentitude that fulfills 
our desires.  As Christ left the world, He wished to leave the 
gift He wanted to find when he returned.” 

                       – St. Peter Chrysologus  

Ask It Basket: “We are having a 
debate.  When was the first 
Thanksgiving celebration in what is 

now the United States?”  The first Thanksgiving celebration 
in the first permanent settlement in the land is well 
documented and took place on the Feast of the Nativity of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary on September 8, 1565.  It began with a 
celebration of the Holy Mass presided by Father Francisco 
Lopez with 800 Spaniards and members of the indigenous 
Timucuan tribe.  Afterwards, they ate a communal meal.  This 
was 56 years before the Thanksgiving celebration in Plymouth, 
Massachusetts.  If you are interested in learning more, read 
Michael Gannon’s book “The Cross in the Sand” or visit the 
Nombre de Dios Mission in Saint Augustine, Florida!  (If you 
have a question for the Ask It Basket, please send an email to 
Father Bill Swengros at frbill@stpaulchurch.com).  

Prayer by Blessed Miguel Augstin Pro: “I believe, O 
Lord, but strengthen my faith... Heart of Jesus, I love Thee; 
but increase my love. Heart of Jesus, I trust in Thee; but give 
greater vigor to my confidence. Heart of Jesus, I give my heart 
to Thee; but so enclose it in Thee that it may never be 
separated from Thee. Heart of Jesus, I am all Thine; but take 
care of my promise so that I may be able to put it in practice 
even unto the complete sacrifice of my life.  Amen.” 

First Aid:  The church’s First Aid kit and AED are located in 
the minister’s room.  The Parish Center has a First 
Aid kit in the kitchen and the AED is located by 
the bathrooms.  The Family Center First Aid kit 
and AED are in the kitchen.  If you use them, 

please let a staff person know so that they can be stocked and 
secured.  It will also help us to ensure that our church is 
always a safe environment.  Thank you. 

Something Missing?  There are a number of couples in our 
parish who are living in irregular marriages or 
marriages which have not been blessed in the 
Church.  Remember, it is not enough for 
Catholics to be civilly married or married in a 
non-Catholic church.  For validity, Catholics 
must be married in a ceremony recognized by 

the Church.  Don’t wait.  We’re here to help! If neither of you 
was previously divorced, contact Maria Costa at the Parish 
Office to have your marriage convalidated (961-3023).  It is 
very easy and won’t take much of your time.  If you or your 
spouse were previously divorced, contact Maria or the priest 
or deacon of your choosing to start the “annulment” process 
so that, hopefully, your present marriage can be convalidated.  
Let us help you! 
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ADVENT WREATH & 
CANDLE SALE 

 

When:     November 23 & 24 
Where:   After all Masses, in either the Family Center – at   
       Coffee and Donuts - or the Portico 
Prices:    Decorated Wreath (12 inch including candle     
       holders) and 4, tall candles - $28 
               Undecorated Wreath with candles - $20 
                Candles -$8 
 

Optional wreath decorating items available for purchase.  
Proceeds will go to support the St. Paul Respect Life Ministry 
activities including prayer card distributions, treats for World 
Marriage Day and support for spiritual and charity events 
such as Pinellas Hope and Project Rachel. 
 

Please make checks out to St. Paul Catholic Church and write 
Respect Life in the memo line. 
 

Questions?  Email Carol at respectlife@stpaulchurch.com 

St. Vincent de Paul Society 
Pantry Hours 

Monday & Thursday 9:00am - 12:00pm    
Assistance Line: (813) 264-3325  

 

 St. Vincent de Paul said “I do not judge the poor by their 
exterior, you will see that Jesus is represented to us by these 
people”.  It is only because of your donations that we can 
help the poor. 
 

If you would like to help, food donations to the St. Vincent 
de Paul Food Pantry can be left in the marked baskets in the 
church Narthex.  Monetary donations can be dropped in the 
Poor Box, located in the Narthex. Please make sure to specify 
SVDP in the memo line for check donations or you may use 
an offertory envelope for cash donations and label it SVDP.   
       

Thank you for your generosity! ~ SVDP Society 
 

Pantry Wish List This Week: 
Canned Chili, Pancake Mix and Maple Syrup 

 

*Please note we are unable to use expired items* 

St. Padre Pio Prayer Group 
 

The November Meeting for the St. 
Padre Pio Prayer group has been 
cancelled.  The ministry’s next meeting 
will be held on Wednesday, December 
18, 2019, in the Prayer Room after the 
12:15pm Mass.  For more information, 
email: padrepio@stpaulchurch.com 

Spiritual Direction Available 

Spiritual direction is a charism, a gift for both the director 
and the directee. The real spiritual director is the Holy 
Spirit. Listening is the essence of spiritual direction. Our 
spiritual director listens to the Holy Spirit within us and 
assists us in discerning where God is leading us.  Colleen 
Spiro, a parishioner of St. Paul Catholic Church, is a certified 
spiritual director. To make an appointment, send an email to:  
 

spiritual-direction@stpaulchurch.com 

Join us in praying the  
Rosary in Latin 
Sunday Mornings 

10:15am 
Prayer Room 

 YOUNG ADULT MINISTRY EVENTS 
(Ages 18 - 27) 

 

November 20:  Wednesday Learn to Knit Night 
Have you ever wanted to learn to knit or want to brush up on 
a skill you used long ago?  Christmas is around the corner, so 
come and learn how to make your own gifts!  Join us from 
7:00pm - 9:00pm on Wednesday, November 20th.   
Supplies you need to have:  Size 10 knitting needles and yarn. 
For location and/or to RSVP, email: merimee@verizon.net  
 
November 22:  4th Friday Adoration and Meeting 
6:00pm  Adoration in the St. Paul Chapel 
7:00pm  Social time and discussion in the St. Michael Building 

mailto:merimee@verizon.net
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“…Rather, we wanted to present ourselves as a model for you, so that you might imitate us” (2 Thes 3:9).   

Legal Consultation and Referral Service  
Every Monday by appointment only 

  Please call (813) 961-3023 

Divorced and Separated Support Group 
This ministry provides caring support for both women and 
men experiencing separation or divorce.  The group meets 
every Friday night at 7:30pm in the St. Paul Parish Center, 
Room C.  No charges or fees.  All are welcome!  For more 
information, please call Don Hemke at (813) 205-1735. 

Counseling Services 
Offered by Dr. Pat Berne 

Please call (813) 961-3023 to make an appointment 

AA Meetings:  Do you feel your life is out of control?  Is 
Alcohol ruining your life?  Help is here!  Our parish is blessed 
to host weekly Alcoholics Anonymous meetings every 
Wednesday at 8:15pm in the St Michael Building.  For 
more information, call (813) 933-9123.  May God bless you! 

Home Makers of Hope Ministry has a representative at 
the Parish Center to accept donations on Fridays from 
10:00am to 12:00pm.  We continue to accept new or 
slightly used items.  We are in need of towels, bath mats, 
shower curtains, bedsheets and comforters (please label 
size) as well as pots, pans and flatware. 
 

For additional questions, please contact Ed Ortega at:   
home-makers-of-hope@stpaulchurch.com 

 

Shawls of Hope: Inviting all knitters and crocheters to create 
shawls and baby blankets as a source of comfort 
and prayer. Our next meeting is Friday, Nov. 22 at 
10:00am in the St. Paul Parish Center.  Email:  
shawlsofhope@stpaulchurch.com 

“IN THE WILDFLOWERS” RETREAT 
 

“In the Wildflowers” is for women 

who have suffered childhood sexual 

abuse.  This is a 10-week, Christ-

centered, private retreat. If you are 

interested in participating in this 

women’s retreat, please contact 

Cathy Hayter at (813) 843-896 or send a message via email to: 

inthewildflowers@stpaulchurch.com or visit our 

website at:  www.wildflowersretreat.org.   

 

DATE        TOPIC 
November 21   Creating 21st Century Resumes 
November 28   NO MEETING (Thanksgiving Holiday) 
December 5    Mastering the Interview 

THURSDAYS FROM 8:30AM - 11:30AM 

ST. MICHAEL BUILDING 

Ministries are encouraged to send information regarding 
upcoming meetings and events to: 

bulletin@stpaulchurch.com 
Submissions for the bulletin are due nine (9) days prior to 
the bulletin’s front cover date.  Please include the word 

“bulletin” in the subject line of your email.  Thanks! 

The Latin class of Most Holy Redeemer parish will 
welcome new students on January 9, 2020, at 6:30pm.  To 
register, please email  cbracdon@msn.com or call   
(813) 748-0746.  Adeste fideles! 

THE  GIVING  TREE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The St. Paul Council of Catholic Women (CCW) have 
completed making the wish list ornaments for the annual 
“Giving Tree”.  The tree will be placed in the Narthex on 
Monday, November 25.  If you choose to take an 
ornament, please return all gifts by Monday, December 15 
for distribution.  For more information, please email:  
ccw@stpaulchurch.com 

Adopt a Family for the Holidays! 
Would you like to make someone’s holiday 
special?  You can provide a family with a 
holiday celebration they would not have 
without your support!  Show the real spirit of 
Christmas through giving.    
 

Please email Denise at dessex@yahoo.com or Giselle at 
giselle.smith3@yahoo.com for more information on how 
you can help a family have a special Christmas this year! 
 

Sponsored by the St. Vincent de Paul Society 

mailto:cbracdon@msn.com
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DID  YOU  KNOW?  
 

We appreciate all of the time, talent and 
treasure that you continue to pour into our 
parish. We are truly blessed and thankful to 
have you choose St. Paul Catholic Church as 
your place of  worship. Because of you, we have 
nearly paid all of our Annual Pastoral Appeal 
(APA).  We still need to collect $12,843 of 
pledges that have already been made (We 
exceeded our pledge goal by over $10,000)! 

Mass counts continue to grow.  More people 
are attending mass this year than last year. Over 
3,500 people attended Mass last week.  Please 
consider inviting a friend next Sunday! 

Leave a Legacy by including St. Paul Catholic Church 

in your will is most appreciated.  There can be many 
advantages to leaving a gift in this way.  Naming our parish as 
an entity in your will, trust, or as a beneficiary on a life 
insurance policy is a way for any parishioner to bless future 
generations through a legacy gift and support the ministry of 
the church.  For additional information please call our Parish 
Manager, Brian Smith, at (813) 961-3023 or send an e-mail to: 
bsmith@stpaulchurch.com. 

 

 

NO Coffee & Donuts Today! 
 

Coffee and Donuts are back next Sunday when your 
hosts will be the Respect Life Ministry.   

A Stewardship Moment … 

In today’s Gospel Jesus suggests 
that his disciples must be 
prepared to suffer ridicule, 
persecution and perhaps even 
death if they are to follow him. 
Sometimes we may wonder if 

enduring ridicule and scorn are what we really signed up 
for when we received the sacraments of initiation.  

Would we not rather sneak through life as painlessly 
as possible? Good stewards take their faith seriously 
and find comfort in the closing words of today’s 
Gospel: “You will be hated by all because of my name 
but not a hair on your head will be destroyed. By your 
perseverance you will secure your lives.” Let us make 
it part of our daily prayer routine to ask the Holy Spirit 
for the courage to act in Jesus’ name no matter the 
consequences.  

Courtyard Memorial Pavers 
As we approach the season of 
thanksgiving, St. Paul offers you a way 
to memorialize a loved one, living or 
deceased, a pet, or memorialize an 
important life event through the 
Courtyard memorial pavers.  Each 
paver is engraved with your special 

inscription.  We invite you to indicate a general area where 
you would like your paver.   
 

The pavers are $250 each.  Three lines of inscription are 
available with 14 characters per line. Each paver is 6” x 9”.  

We accept cash, check, and all major credit cards. For 
more information contact Brian Smith at:  
bsmith@stpaulchurch.com or call (813) 961-3023.  

GIVE THANKS WITH A GRATEFUL HEART! 

Thank you, Lord For all the beautiful and wonderful 
things we experience in our life; for the beauty of the earth 
and its amazing colors; for crisp autumn mornings and 
sparkling winter nights; for mountains and forests, rivers 
and seashores.  
 
Thank you, Lord For all the beautiful and wonderful 
things we experience in our life; for those who love us and 
care for us; for those who value us for who we are; for 
those we call family, friends, neighbors.  
 
Thank you, Lord For all the beautiful and wonderful 
things we experience in our life; for the gift of Christ, your 
son; for his life, his gospel, his cross, and his Church; for 
his Eucharistic meal and the promise to be with us always.  
 
Thank you, Lord For all the beautiful and wonderful 
things we experience in our life; and for your infinite love 
that meets our daily needs. May our love, too, be known 
for its abundance, its readiness to bless and heal to offer 
peace and promote justice, and to serve in Jesus’ name.     

Sign up for Online Giving! 

It’s simple and convenient.   

Go to:  stpaulchurch.com  
 for more info on how to sign up. 

mailto:mmaloney@stpaulchurch.com


 

 

 
I. Malachi 3:19-20  Day of YHWH. 
 
Reflection: The Prophet Malachi wrote 
sometime around the middle of the Fifth 
Century BC, when Persia was the world's 
Superpower.  In the section just before 
this reading, the Prophet responds to 
those who claim that evil-doers prosper, 
"putting God to the test, yet come to no 
harm."  The response is that there is a 
"book of remembrance" that is written, 
where the evil ones will sooner or later 
receive justice.  And the "Day of 
YHWH" will come bringing justice to the 
wicked and the righteous.  In the Second 
Century, when Caesar was likened to the 
Sun-god, early Christians recognized the 
"Sun of Justice" from this text and 
applied it to Jesus.  How do you respond 
when you see people who ignore 
principles of justice and humanity, but 
who seem happy and successful? 
 
 
II. II Thessalonians, 3:7-12 Pastoral 
Advice. 
 
Reflection: Sometimes this kind of text 
turns off contemporary people.  But Paul 
looked upon himself the same way that a 

successful athlete might train his or her 
successors.  How would Adam  Gase 
train the next Dolphins Quarterback?  By 
inviting him to watch how he moves and 
throws and remains cool under pressure.  
Cicero urged younger people to watch 
him in court and to imitate him.  This is 
not overweening pride, but rather the 
recognition that following Christ needs to 
be modeled.  Paul had one goal, the up-
building of the community in Christ.  He 
wanted his successors to have the same 
goal; not to attempt to secure positions 
of power, but to maintain attitudes of 
service; not to force his will on his 
community. To invite to authenticity, 
recognizes that love can only be a freely 
bestowed gift, rooted in Christ.  Paul was 
always utterly consistent.  He knew that, 
and rather than deny it with false 
humility, he was willing to put himself on 
the line and invite others to model 
themselves after him. Today, we call it 
“Mentoring,” which is always risky.  Can 
we take that risk? 
 
 
III. Luke 21:5-19  Warning Signs. 
  
Reflection: This begins what is called 
J e s u s '  " E s c h a t o l o g i c a l 
Discourse" (dealing with "end" times, Gr. 
eschaton) in the Gospel of Luke.  This 
section and what follows lead up to the 

Passion narrative.  Jesus does not 
promise his followers a life of spiritual 
effortlessness.  The burdens of 
discipleship are clearly spelled out, not 
only politically in that the central religious 
symbol will be destroyed, but that within 
the community there will be dissention, 
even to the point of some leaders being 
untrue to Christ's message.  Finally, Jesus 
recognizes that His kind of counter-
cultural challenge will create personal 
tragedy even within families.  And for 
those who are "betrayed" by parents, or 
brothers or friends,  the "End of the 
World" has indeed come.  To be hated 
instead of respected, reviled by the world, 
involves the utmost suffering.  But the 
note of hope at the end is the promise 
that while the "End" will seem to have 
arrived, fidelity will preserve all our lives.  
The "End" is only a fear; true life will 
continue.  Some scholars contend that 
Jesus Himself spoke words like this; 
maybe he was preparing himself and his 
friends for his own death.  Can the 
"End" be the "Beginning?" † 
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Faith in Action: “…Rather, we wanted to 
present ourselves as a model for you, so that 
you might imitate us” (2 Thes 3:9).  Most 
people who live a grateful and generous 
lifestyle don’t go around bragging about it. But 

through their actions and words, others do take notice. They 
notice because of the joy and peace that results and other 
people desire this in their own life. Know that the way you 
live your life may be the only interaction others have with our 
Catholic faith.  

“…Rather, we wanted to present ourselves as a model for you, so that you might imitate us” (2 Thes 3:9).   

Due to copyright restrictions, we are not 
able to print the Scriptures with the 

Reflections of Dr. Jack Conroy.   

On a Lighter Note:  Back by popular demand: 
Thanksgiving Turkeys! 

What was the turkey suspected of? Fowl play.  

What's the best way to stuff a turkey? Serve him lots of pizza 
and ice cream!  

What happens to a turkey on Thanksgiving? It gets the 
stuffing knocked in to it. 

What's the best dance to do on Thanksgiving? The turkey trot. 

Words of Wisdom: “Do not look back to the past, nor 
forward to the future. Claim only the present, for it holds 
God's will.”  
                    – St. Rose Philippine Duchesne  

Parish Website:  www.stpaulchurch.com 

Living Faith: Today’s readings remind us to 
be prepared because no one knows the day 
nor the hour the Lord will return... either the 

end of the world at the close of time or our personal death.  
We live not in fear but in joyful expectation.  What do you 
need to do to be prepared for the Lord’s Second Coming?  

Please Note: We strive to accommodate those with special 
needs.  If you have a special need, please contact 
the Minsters of Hospitality prior to the Mass so 
that we may assist you. A priest, deacon, or 
Extraordinary Minister of Communion will gladly 

bring the Eucharist to you.  Let us know how we may serve 
you better! 


