
Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe

Sunday, November 25, 2018

All are welcome!
WEEKEND MASSES
Saturday Masses
8:30 am Mass

(Morning Prayer and
Benediction 8:10 am)

Saturday Vigil Masses
5:30 pm

Missa em Português: 7:30

pm

Sunday Masses

7:30 am, 9:00 am, 10:45 am,
12:30 pm, 5:30 pm
Misa en Español: 2:00 pm

WEEKDAY MASSES
Monday to Friday
7:30 am and 12:15 pm
First Friday Mass 7:30 pm
Third Friday Mass 7:30 pm
*Fourth Friday Mass 7:30 pm
*(en

Español)

Reconciliation (Confession)

Monday to Friday 11:30 am - Noon
Saturdays 10:00 am and 4:00 pm
or upon request

Eucharistic Adoration
Monday to Thursday
8:00 am to 8:30 pm
Compline & Benediction
Friday 8:00 am to
Saturday 8:30 am Mass

Morning Prayer

Monday - Friday 7:10 am
Saturday 8:10 am

Anointing of the Sick
Every Second Saturday
of the Month at 8:30 am

Church Office Hours:

Monday - Friday 8:00 am to 4:00 pm
"Formed by Word and Sacrament, we, the people of St. Paul Catholic Church,
are a Spirit-led, Eucharist-centered, vibrant multicultural Christian
community of faith, living our love for God and neighbor while growing together as disciples of Christ."

www.StPaulChurch.com
parishcommunications@stpaulchurch.co
m

Growing Together in Christ!
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We’re here to serve you!
St. Paul Catholic Church
12708 N. Dale Mabry Hwy.
Tampa, Florida 33618-2802
(813) 961-3023
www.StPaulChurch.com
Clergy
Fr. Bill Swengros
Fr. George Gyasi
Fr. Robert Romaine
Deacon Carlos Celaya
Deacon Ray Dever

Pastor
Parochial Vicar
Parochial Vicar
RCIA
Mental Health Support
Deacon Frank Henriquez Young Adult Ministry
Faith Formation
Carmen Cayon
Maria Mendez
Sonia Eberhardt
Theresa Adams
Stephen Watkins
Maria Costa
Sr. Theresa Betz
Silvia Rivera
Preschool
Abbie Johnson
Mindy Geer
Liturgy
Elizabeth Hays
Mary Gant
Parish Support
Michael Maloney
Barbara Gray
Nancy Kissane
Jim Kissane
Sam Mathai
Charles Yezak
Tina Bubb

Director
Baptism Coordinator
and FORMED®
Coordinator
K-5 Faith Formation
Coordinator, 1st Holy
Communion Prep
Middle School
Ministry (Confirmation)
High School Ministry
RCIA, Marriage Prep,
Adult Confirmation,
Quinceañeras
Spiritual Direction
Religious Education
Assistant (Records)
Director
Assistant Director
Liturgist, Bereavement
Ministry
Music Director
Parish Manager
Pastoral
Administrative
Assistant (Scheduling)
Ministry Director and
Stewardship
Project Manager
Maintenance
Director of
Communications
Finance Office

Our Vision Statement:
“Growing Together as Disciples
of Christ.”

My Dear Friends,
I hope you and your loved ones are enjoying your Thanksgiving holidays.
While others are rushing for sales, we come to give praise and thanksgiving to
Christ who truly is our Lord and King!
This Sunday marks the close of the liturgical year. Next Sunday is our First
Sunday of Advent. I encourage you to take the time this week to think of how
you can truly prepare this Advent for the coming of Christ in glory at the end
of time. In history, we celebrate His birth at Christmas. In mystery, we
encounter Him each day in His Word and Sacrament and in the faces of our
brothers and sisters in need.
This Friday is our annual Advent Family Gathering beginning at 6:30pm in the
Pavilion. Details are in this bulletin. Please mark your calendars and come! It
is great fun for the entire family!
Next Sunday, you are encouraged to bring your Advent Wreaths to be blessed
at the start of the Mass. We invited Deacon Bill Ditewig to speak at all our
Masses. He will be leading us in our annual Advent Mission December 3-5 at
11:00am and again at 7:00pm each day. Please be sure to invite all your friends
and family to come.
On a completely different issue, a few weeks ago I gave a presentation on the
spiritual, medical/ethical, legal, and practical issues pertaining to the end of life.
By way of summary: for us Catholics, death is not the enemy...it is simply a
portal through which we must all pass to enter the Kingdom of Heaven. We
were created to live forever with Christ our King in heaven and death is a stage
of being “born again” into eternal life.
While it is never appropriate to withdraw care and concern for those who are
critically ill, it is not morally acceptable to prolong the dying process through
extraordinary, burdensome, or ineffective treatment. Care, comfort, and pain
relief should always be given. If you have moral questions, we are here to help!
Planning ahead by writing a living will, a will and testament, appointing a
medical health care surrogate, and durable power of attorney can be very
helpful in the event that you are incapacitated. Conversations with your
doctor, attorney, and financial planner can alleviate a great deal of problems for
you and your loved ones.
I also encourage people to talk to the local funeral homes and cemeteries about
purchasing services ahead of time. While the Church prefers that the body be
present for the funeral Mass and interred intact, cremation remains a viable
option as long as the cremains are treated as a body. Planning ahead can save
your loved ones a great deal of money and heartache.
Be sure to let your loved ones know what decisions you have made so that all
the key players are on the same page. But most of all, we should live each day
as our last ... with Christ the King of our hearts!
Let us grow together courageously in Christ!

Fr. Bill Swengros
Pastor

Jesus answered, “My kingdom does not belong to this world” (Jn 18:36).

Parish and Liturgical Events
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Upcoming Events

LITTLE SISTERS OF MARY
IMMACULATE OF GULU
Sister Irene Onyai, from the Little Sisters of Mary
Immaculate of Gulu, has returned for a short visit this
year to provide us an update on her ministry and mission
work! For many years, our parish has generously
supported the work of Sister Irene with girls and young
women in Uganda through the World of Princesses
Conference, including the construction of the Divine
Mercy Multipurpose center to support her ministries
(please see pictures below). If you would like to
contribute to her mission efforts, please make checks
payable to St. Paul Catholic Church, with a note on your
check or envelope, for LSMIG or Sr. Irene’s mission.
Thank you for all of your prayers and offerings!

Children’s Advent Mission Retreat
Monday, December 3, 2018
7:00pm - 8:30pm
Family Center
Children ages 6-10
RSVP: ahgstpaul@gmail.com
Hosted by your

American Heritage Girls
Troop FL 147

CHRISTMAS SALE!
Sunday, December 2nd
Family Center
After all morning Masses
• Kitchen Rosaries
• Prayer Candles

• Teacup Planters
• Inspirational Bracelets

Contact us at: ahgstpaul@gmail.com

Jesus answered, “My kingdom does not belong to this world” (Jn 18:36).

Children's Corner
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Infant Baptism
“Baptism incorporates us into the life, Death, and Resurrection of Christ
and the ongoing work of the Holy Spirit in the world.”
License # C HC 110273
Excellence in Catholic preschool education for over 30 years

www.StPaulCatholicPreschool.com

St. Paul Catholic Preschool
Teacher’s Corner
I hope this finds you well rested after our Thanksgiving
holiday break! We have so much to be thankful for at the
Preschool. The schoolchildren learned all about the Pilgrims
and Native Americans and how they worked together to make
sure they had a huge feast to share. Our students learned
about planting seeds to grow food, working together to form
special friendships and how the Pilgrims and Native
Americans had completely different clothes and traditions
than what we have today. To top off our Thanksgiving
lessons, the Preschool joined together with our students’
families to have a special feast where everyone brought a
special dish from their traditions and cultures to share. I,
personally, am so thankful that the Lord led me to St.
Paul! We have amazing families and staff who absolutely love
teaching and caring for each one of our students!

— Abbie Johnson, Director

God reaches out to us in all kinds of ways. The desire in your
heart to baptize your child is one of them. The promises you
make for your child on this day will begin to form your child into
a faithful follower of Christ. But the day of baptism is only the
beginning of this journey. Being baptized is literally a life changing
event.
The Sacrament of Baptism at St. Paul Catholic Church takes place
on the first three Saturdays of every month in English and the
fourth Saturday of every month in Spanish. If your child is to be
baptized please call the Faith Formation Office for more
information at 813-961-3023. Parents and Godparents will be
asked to attend an informational session before Baptism.

HOLIDAY GIFT FUNDRAISER

Support the St. Paul Catholic Preschool!
Order your Holiday Wreaths online at:
www.MickmanHolidaysGifts.com

Contact us!
Preschool Office: (813) 264-3314
Email: Director@StPaulChurch.com

When placing your order, please be sure
to use coupon code: STPAULFL009
For more information, please email Emily at:
EmilyLynch813@gmail.com

Liturgy Corner
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Mass Intentions for the Week of November 25th
Saturday, November 24, 2018
8:30 am
Jean Riche +
5:30 pm
John Seidensticker +
7:30 pm
Brian Decaires +
Sunday, November 25, 2018
Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe
7:30 am
Karen Waddick +
9:00 am
St. Paul Parishioners (int.)
10:45 am
Catherine Dieffenthaller (int.)
12:30 pm
Donald Saunders +
2:00 pm
Gertrude Perez +
5:30 pm
Nicola Coladonato +
Monday, November 26, 2018
7:30 am
Alice Maldonado (int.)
12:15 pm
Steven M. Olson +
Tuesday, November 27, 2018
7:30 am
Melissa Ortiz +
12:15 pm
Rose Lambert +
Wednesday, November 28, 2018
7:30 am
12:15 pm

Consecrated Life and Priestly Vocations (int.)
Santiago and Juana Hernandez +

Thursday, November 29, 2018
7:30 am
Paul Harris +
12:15pm
Josheph Burns, Sr.
Friday, November 30, 2018
Saint Andrew, Apostle
7:30 am
Rose Lambert +
12:15 pm
Andrew Valancius +
Saturday, December 1, 2018
8:30 am
Joe and Greta Greno +
5:30 pm
John Costello +
7:30 pm
Katia Bunn Scoz (int.)
Sunday, December 2, 2018
First Sunday of Advent
7:30 am
Irene Markarian +
9:00 am
Alice Marie Swan +
10:45 am
St. Paul Parishioners (int.)
12:30 pm
Michael and Mike Hingson +
2:00 pm
Noelia Loaiza +
5:30 pm
Diana McKinney (int.)

Readings for the Week of November 25th
Sunday
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday

Dn 7:13-14; Ps 93:1, 1-2, 5; Rv 1:5-8; Jn 18:33b-37
Rv 14:1-3, 4b-5; Ps 24:1bc-2, 3-4ab, 5-6; Lk 21:1-4
Rv 14:14-19; Ps 96:10, 11-12, 13;Lk 21:5-11
Rv 15:1-4; Ps 98:1, 2-3ab, 7-8, 9; Lk 21:12-19
Rv 18:1-2, 21-23; 19:1-3, 9a; Ps 100:1b-2, 3, 4, 5;
Lk 21:20-28
Rom 10:9-18; Ps 19:8, 9, 10, 11; Mt 4:18-22
Rv 22:1-7; Ps 95:1-2, 3-5, 6-7ab; Lk 21:34-36
Jer 33:14-16; Ps 25:4-5, 8-9, 10, 14;
1 Thes 3:12-4:2; Lk 21:25-28, 34-36

Pope Francis: “We often hear it said that,

with respect to relativism and the flaws of
our present world, the situation of
migrants, for example, is a lesser issue.
Some Catholics consider it a secondary issue compared to
the “grave” bioethical questions. That a politician looking
for votes might say such a thing is understandable, but not a
Christian, for whom the only proper attitude is to stand in
the shoes of those brothers and sisters of ours who risk their
lives to offer a future to their children. Can we not realize
that this is exactly what Jesus demands of us, when he tells
us that in welcoming the stranger we welcome him (cf. Mt
25:35)? Saint Benedict did so readily, and though it might
have “complicated” the life of his monks, he ordered that all
guests who knocked at the monastery door be welcomed
“like Christ”,[85] with a gesture of veneration; the poor and
pilgrims were to be met with “the greatest care and
solicitude” (Pope Francis, Gaudete et Exsultate, 102).

Words of Wisdom: “Vocal prayer. . . must be accompanied
by reflection. A prayer in which a person is not aware of
Whom he is speaking to, what he is asking, who it is who is
asking and of Whom, I don't call prayer-----however much the
lips may move.”
– St. Teresa of Avila

Faith and Reason: Robert Grosseteste (c.1175–9 October

1253), served as Bishop of Lincoln,
England, Bishop Grosseteste was the
central character of the English intellectual
movement in the first half of the 13th
century. In addition to being the shepherd
of the people of Lincoln, he was also a
noted statesman, scholastic philosopher, and theologian. He
is considered the founder of scientific thought in Oxford and
served for many years as a professor in that venerable
institution. He had a great interest in the natural world and
wrote texts on the mathematical sciences of optics, astronomy
and geometry. He affirmed that experiments should be used in
order to verify a theory, testing its consequences. As such, he
played a key role in the development of the scientific method.
“By the anxieties and worries of this
life Satan tries to dull man's heart and make a dwelling for
himself there.”
– St. Francis of Assisi

Thought for the day:

Jesus answered, “My kingdom does not belong to this world” (Jn 18:36).

Ministries in Action!
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Society of St. Vincent De Paul
Pantry Hours
Monday & Thursday 9:00 am - 12:00 pm
Assistance Line: (813) 264-3325

Our St. Vincent de Paul Food Pantry feeds more than 60
families each week. Feeding so many, our pantry shelves don’t
stay full for very long. If you would like to help, food
donations can be left in the marked baskets in the church
Narthex.
You may prefer to make a monetary donation in the poor box
located in the Narthex. Please make sure to specify SSVDP
in the memo line for check donations or you may use an
offertory envelope and make sure to label it SSVDP for cash
donations. Thank you for your generosity!

Wish List This Week:

Spaghetti, Pasta Sauce, Pork & Beans
Thank you for your generosity! ~ SVdP Society
Please note we are unable to use expired items.
The SOS Human Trafficking
Ministry will hold their monthly
meeting on Thursday, December
6, at 7:00pm, in the Parish Center,
Room C. All are welcome!

Bereavement Ministry of St. Paul
Our ministry offers God’s healing love through
emotional, physical, mental and spiritual comfort. Join
us every second and fourth Tuesday of the month at
7:30 pm in the Parish Center, Room H. Our next
meeting will be on Tuesday, November 27 th. For more
information regarding the Bereavement Ministry,
please call Diana at 813-748-2874.

St. Francis of Assisi Ministry
Members of the St. Francis of Assisi Ministry are
attending Eucharistic Adoration at St. Paul Catholic
Church each Tuesday between the hours of 7:00pm and
8:00pm. The ministry is available to meet and pray with
anyone coping with the loss of a pet or struggling with
your pet’s illness. Please contact Tina Bubb at
tbubb@stpaulchurch.com for more information.
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Growing Together in Christ!

Please keep all servicemen and women in your
prayers, especially those from our church family:
Dylan Anthony Agnes, PVT, US Army
Timothy O’Loughlin, Ensign, USCG
Hans C. Arcand, 2nd LT, USAF
Martin O. Reina, USCG
Patrick Rose, CPT PA, US Army
Nicholas Ringo III, US Navy
Mathew M Colon, SGT, US Army
Michael Dunkelberger, MSGT, USAF
Christopher A. Garcia, LTJG, U.S. Navy
Richard Majette, CPT, USMC
Katrina Monti, CPT, PA US Army
Richard Sison Jr, 2nd LT, USAF
Matthew Mooney, CPT, USAF
Curtis Gardner, SGT, USAF
Adriana Trigg, USAF
Anthony Mazzie, US Army
Luis Luccani, SGT, US Navy
Austin Jacob Ferlita, PVT2s, US Army
Josh C. Seal, PO, U.S. Navy
Corinna Fleischmann, CDR, USCG
Morganne Oyler, U.S. Navy
Sean C. Andino, LTJG, U.S. Navy
Thomas Krasnicki, LT, U.S. Navy
Brett Smith, USMC
Dominick J. Agnes III, SGT, USMC
Brian J. Babin, SS, USMC
Spencer M. Brown, PVT, U.S. Army
John Erickson, Cpl U.S. Army
Jacob Torrens, Pvt., U.S. Army
Cody Rigney, LT, U.S. Navy
Adam Tapia, LT, U.S, Army
Jason Mitchell, WO4, U.S. Army
Alexander Maldonado, Captain, USAF
We pray for the repose of the souls of those
recently departed: Michael Songy, Esteban
Delfin Leyva Torres, Joseph Fritz Laurenceau,
Gary Klunk, Enrique A. Crosas, Molly Sperr,
Antonio Rivera Medina, Rose Longo Matassini,
Sheila Norris, Carmen Wiesen, Catherine
Bennett, and Tatiana Alvarado.
Please remember in your prayers those with particular
health needs:
Rosemary Fenton, Freida Cardona, Mary
García, Lucy Rosario, Adeliza Bacon, Suzette Hillis, Bill
Kollner, Monica Bencomo, Marian Mullen and Denise Hutek.

Deo Gratias! Please join me in thanking God for

our sacristans. This wonderful group of people
serve behind the scenes preparing and cleaning up
after each of our liturgies. Their meticulous and
thoughtful attention to details are greatly appreciated. If you
would like to help, please see one of them before or after
Mass ... they are the busy ones working behind the scenes!
Please don’t forget to bring bulletins from your travels back to
us. We love to hear how God is working through our sister
parishes!

Looking Ahead! November 25 - Christ the King;

November 30: Advent Family Gathering;
December 2: First Sunday of Advent; December
3 - 5: Advent Mission; December 7: Vigil Mass at
5:30pm for the Immaculate Conception; Vigil Mass at 7:30pm
for the Immaculate Conception preceded by First Friday Santo
Niño Devotion at 7:00pm and followed by Consecration;
December 7: Filipino Ministry Christmas Party at 8:30pm;
December 8: Immaculate Conception (Holy Day of
Obligation) - Mass at 8:30am and 12:15pm; December 8 :
Men’s Morning of Prayer from 9:00am - 11:30am; December
8 - 9: Second Sunday of Advent; December 9: Spanish
Christmas Pageant from 3:00pm - 5:00pm

Ask It Basket: “I heard there is a new Missal

for Mass. What’s up?” Good question! The
Bishops of the United States are responsible for
translating the Roman Missal.
The new
translation of the English language translation was
implemented in Advent of 2011. Meanwhile, our Spanish
speaking congregations used a variety of translations from
other countries. At St. Paul, we have been using a Mexican
translation. In order to foster unity in worship, the Bishops of
the United States issued a new translation of the Roman
Missal in the Spanish language for use within our country.
Parishioners will notice few changes in their responses. The
vast majority of changes affect the prayers of the presiders. In
our parish and throughout the country, the new Missal will be
used next Sunday, the First Sunday of Advent. (If you have a
question for the Ask It Basket, please contact
FrBill@StPaulChurch.com).

Jesus answered, “My kingdom does not belong to this world” (Jn 18:36).
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St. Paul Faith Formation

We are rooted in Faith and growing in grace

 Faith Formation Important Dates
November 30: Advent Gathering 6:30pm - 8:30pm at
the St. Paul Catholic Church Pavilion
December 1: Faith Formation Fifth Grade Retreat
9:00am - 12:00pm
December 1: RCIA Teen Retreat 10:00am - 4:00pm
December 3 - 5: First Communion Parent Meetings
during Faith Formation Time
December 17: Dress Rehearsal for Christmas Pageant
in Church (All participants must attend!) 7:00pm 7:30pm
December 16 - 19: Last Day of Faith Formation
Classes for Christmas Break
January 6 - 9: Classes Resume

A message to Faith Formation Parents...

Adult Faith Formation Classes for Parent of Grades K-5
(Coincides with Student’s Session 15)
Day
Date
Time
Location
Sun
11/25/18 NO CLASS - THANKSGIVING
Mon
11/26/18 6:15pm - 7:00pm
Church
Tue
11/27/18 6:15pm - 7:00pm
Church

Adult Faith Formation Classes for Parent of Grades 6-8
(Coincides with Student’s Session 8)

Day
Sun
Mon
Wed

Date
12/16/18
12/17/18
12/19/18

Time
4:15pm-5:00pm
6:15-7:00pm
6:15-7:00pm

Location
Pavilion
Church
Church

If you are interested in having your child participate in
one of our Christmas Pageants as Joseph, Mary, the
Innkeeper, the Angel Gabriel, one of the three kings,
shepherds or lambs, please call the Faith Formation
Office to reserve your date. We need children for the
December 24th Masses at 4:00pm and 6:00pm. Please
sign your child up now in our Faith Formation Office
or call Sonia Eberhardt at (813) 961-3023 for more info.

Announcements
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Passion Play 2020! Join us for an amazing pilgrimage

to Bavaria, Austria, and Hungary!
Every ten years for hundreds of
years, the small Bavarian town of
Oberammergau hosts a Passion
Play for all the world. We will
also visit the medieval city of
Innsbruck, the baroque Benedictine Abbey of Ettal, the
romantic castle of Neuschwanstein before embarking on
a cruise up the Danube...visiting such picturesque cities
as Nuremberg (pictured), Regensburg, Passau, Melk,
Vienna, and Budapest! Be sure to reserve your spots
now as there are limited spots.

Call Margie at 1-800-644-4659
for more information
Counseling Services

Offered by Dr. Pat Berne
Please call (813) 961-3023 to make an appointment

Legal Consultation and Referral Service
Every Monday by appointment only
Please call 813-961-3023

Divorced and Separated Support Group

This ministry provides caring support for both women and
men experiencing separation or divorce. The group meets
every Friday night at 7:30pm in the St. Paul Parish Center.
You may come as often as you would like...every week, once a
month or whenever it is convenient for you. No charges/no
fees. All are welcome! For more information and to answer
any questions, please call Don Hemke at 813-205-1735.

AA Meetings: Do you feel your life is out of control? Is
Alcohol ruining your life? Help is here! Our parish is blest to
host weekly Alcoholics Anonymous meetings on every
Wednesday at 8:15pm in the St Michael Cabin. For more
information, call 813-933-9123. May God bless you!

Lingua Latina Est Thesaurus Incomparandae Praestantiae:
The Latin Language Is A Treasure Of Incomparable Value
The Latin class of the Most Holy Redeemer Parish will
welcome new students on January 10, 2019, at 6:30pm. To
register, please send an email to: cbracdon@msn.com or
please call (813) 748-0746.

Jesus answered, “My kingdom does not belong to this world” (Jn 18:36).

Stewardship: A Way of Life
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Coffee & Donuts
Your Host Today:

RESPECT LIFE
Respect Life is open to all parishioners who are passionate
about respect life issues such as care for our aging and
elderly, marriage and family, abortion and help for the
homeless.
They are a caring and
compassionate ministry. Come and meet
them and find out more about their
ministry!
For More Information Contact

Jackie Cosgrove
RespectLife@StPaulChurch.com
A Stewardship Moment …

Support the Retirement Fund for Religious
A donor writes, “Your flyer touched my heart—seeing the
retired religious, such memories surfaced.” Do you remember
the sisters, brothers, or religious order priests who made a
positive difference in your life? Today many are elderly and
need assistance. Their religious communities struggle to meet
retirement needs while continuing to serve the People of God.

Won’t you please give to next week’s second collection?

Sign up for Online giving!
It’s simple and convenient. Go to:

StPaulChurch.com

for more info on how to sign up.

Leave a Legacy … Won’t you consider leaving a
legacy by including St. Paul Church in your will? For
additional info please call Michael Maloney at
961-3023 or e-mail: mmaloney@stpaulchurch.com .

The exchange between Jesus and Pilate in today’s Gospel is,
arguably, the most important exchange in all of literature.
Pilate asks Jesus: “What have you done?” Jesus replies that
he testifies to the truth. In the second reading we are
reminded of the essence of that truth: Christ, ruler of all,
loves us, liberates us from the bonds of sin, makes us into
new kingdom.

As we approach the Advent season, this week would be a
good time to reflect on the question: What have we done in
our daily lives, in our actions, words, private prayer, and in
our interaction with others, to testify that Jesus is Lord?

THANK YOU for your generous support last week to the
collection for the Catholic Campaign for Human Development.
Your contributions help to support those on the margins who are
living in poverty in the United States. If you missed the collection,
it’s not too late to give. Visit www.usccb.org/national collections,
and click on “How to Give” on the left.

Weekly Offertory
Sunday, November 18, 2018
Due to the bulletin publisher’s deadline, the offertory
figures were not available at time of printing.
Weekly Offertory amounts and attendance will be
published in the December 2nd bulletin.
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Due to copyright restrictions, we are not
able to print the Scriptures with the
reflections of Mr. John Conroy.

I. Daniel 7:13-14.
The Son of Man Vision.
Reflection: This text was extremely
important for the earliest Christian
writers. First, we see Jesus identified as
the "Son of Man" a total of 82 times
spread through all four Gospels.
Second, we see that a massive shift in
theology took place in these verses: For
all prior "apocalyptic" writers, God was
the one who returned to restore Justice
and Peace on the earth. Here, we have
an agent of God (here called "The
Ancient One") who received power over
the earth. We also see language that
reminds us of the promise God made to
David in 2 Samuel 7:14 and Ps. 89:29.
Thus, we have a connection between the
Son of Man and the "Davidic Promise,"
all of which describes God's Chosen
One, His "Anointed" One, or Christos.
One can see how the New Testament is
rooted in the Old.

II. Revelation 1:5-8.
The Alpha and the Omega.
Reflection: The Book of Revelation is
part of the Apocalyptic Genre that we
have seen the last few weeks. We can
see the same ideas in this reading as we
saw in the Letter to the Hebrews for the
past seven Sundays, that Jesus freed us
from sin by His blood and created a race
of Priests. We also see the importance
of Daniel's vision, as transformed by this
author. For instead of power and glory,
we see a lament for the underlying
wickedness that produced His death.
We now hear God speak directly, a rare
occurrence: "I am the Alpha and the
Omega," the first and last letters of the
Greek Alphabet, representing the
beginning and end of everything.
III. John 18:33b-37.
Jesus before Pilate.
Reflection: This Sunday is the feast of
"Christ the King." We first have to see
this reading in its historical context. It is
likely that the charge against Jesus before
Pilate was basically that He was guilty of

sedition, attempting to undermine the
Empire and authority of
Tiberius
Caesar. If one were to claim "kingship,"
death would be swift and sure, as the
Roman Emperor lived in constant fear
of a challenge to his authority. Further,
crucifixion was a specifically Roman
punishment reserved for runaway slaves
and revolutionaries. It was a terrorist
tactic, communicating the folly of
undermining the social system. Thus,
the subtleties of a kingdom not
belonging to this world are lost on Pilate;
he keeps probing, attempting to get a
self-condemning admission of
"Kingship." The King had "dominion
and glory," which are attributes given to
the Son of Man in the First Reading.
The earliest church understood that the
dominion and power that Jesus Christ
has is not that normally exercised in the
world, but that it is vastly more
powerful, more influential and more
effective: It is the power of the Love
that Christ left with us, in His church,
which Love has and will continue to
transform the face of the earth. Pilate
never did get it!

WE ARE A COMMUNITY THAT PRAYS!
Each week people gather on our campus for prayer. Listed below are some of our prayer groups:
Eucharistic Adoration
Rosary (in Church)
Rosary and Prayer for Vocations (in Church)
Our Mother of Mercy
Legion of Mary (español)
La Familia (español)
Spiritual Mothers
Amor de Jesus Grupo de Oración (español)
Cenaculo de Maria Rosa Mistica (português)
Men’s Prayer Group (português)(meets in home)
24-hour Eucharistic Adoration
Rosary and Santo Niño Perpetual Novena
Sacred Heart Novena Mass
Nossa Senhora Da Rosa Mistica (português)
Cursillo de Cristiandad (español)
Our Lady of Good Health Novena Mass
Miraculous Medal Novena
Anointing of the Sick
Our Lady of Peñafrancia
Cenacles of Divine Mercy (eng, sp, port)
Fiat (english and español)

Monday through Thursday 8:00am - 8:30pm
Weekdays after the 7:30am Mass
Weekdays before the 12:15pm Mass
Tuesdays after the 12:15pm Mass
Tuesdays at 7:30pm
2nd Tuesdays at 7:00pm
Thursdays after the 12:15pm Mass
Thursdays at 7:30pm
Thursdays
3rd Thursday at 7:40pm
Friday 8:00am - Saturday 8:30am
Fridays at 7:00pm
1st Fridays at 7:30pm
1st, 3rd, and 5th Fridays at 8:00pm
2nd Fridays of every other month
3rd Fridays at 7:30pm
Saturdays after the 8:30am Mass
2nd Saturday during the 8:30am Mass
4th Saturday after the 8:30 am Mass
Various times
Various times

Please contact Nancy Kissane at the Parish Center for more information.
(Please let me know if I omitted you! - Fr. Bill)

Jesus answered, “My kingdom does not belong to this world” (Jn 18:36).

Courageously Living the Gospel!
Faith in Action: Jesus answered, “My kingdom

does not belong to this world” (Jn 18:36). How
often do we put all our time and energy into
building a kingdom here on earth, forgetting that
life here is short? The real kingdom is in the next life. Yet,
how much time and energy do we invest in working for that
eternal kingdom?

Saints of God: Today, November 25, is normally the feast of
two Catherines - Catherine of Alexandria and St. Catherine
Laboure. St. Catherine of Alexandria was born of a noble
family in Alexandria. She converted to Christianity through a
vision. She was arrested and was told that she would be
martyred if she did not deny her faith and marry him. She
chose death rather than denounce her faith. She was put on a
spiked wheel and when it broke, she was beheaded. She is the
patroness of philosophers and preachers.
St. Catherine Laboure was born in 1806 and entered the
Daughters of Charity in Paris, France. In 1830,
our Blessed Mother appeared to her three
times. During one of the apparitions, Mary
showed her the medal of the Immaculate
Conception or Miraculous Medal and
promised: “All who wear it will receive great
graces; they should wear it around the neck.
Graces will abound for persons who wear it with confidence.”
Her body has remained incorrupt.
Let us pray: Virgin Mother of God, Mary Immaculate, we unite
ourselves to you under your title of Our Lady of the Miraculous Medal.
May this medal be for each one of us a sure sign of your motherly affection
for us and a constant reminder of our filial duties towards you. While
wearing it, may we be blessed by your loving protection and preserved in
the grace of your Son. Most powerful Virgin, Mother of our Savior, keep
us close to you every moment of our lives so that like you we may live and
act according to the teaching and example of your Son. Obtain for us,
your children, the grace of a happy death so that in union with you we may
enjoy the happiness of heaven forever. Amen.
O Mary, conceived without sin, pray for us who have recourse to you.”

Mind Your Manners! At every Mass there

seems to be a growing number of people who
habitually arrive late. While “late arrivals” are
sometimes unavoidable, please try to leave early
enough to spend some quiet time with the Lord BEFORE
Mass begins. Another problem is people who habitually leave
early. Remember that Mass does not end until the closing
song ends. While some may have to leave early do to a
personal emergency, please try to plan your day so that you
can enjoy the full Mass. If you are trying to avoid traffic, why
not spend a few extra moments in prayer or visit with some of
your fellow parishioners? Remember, no one ever died of an
overdose of prayer!
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Living Faith: Pilate really wanted to know
who Jesus was. If Pilate asked you who Jesus
was, how would you respond?

On a Lighter Note…A man always wanted a parrot since he

was a boy, his family knowing this decided to
surprise him on Thanksgiving day. Now the parrot
wasn't raised in a Christian environment and it was
mocking, insulting, and threatening the man. That
Thanksgiving day he got the man, so angry that he put the
parrot in the freezer. After 3 minutes he let the parrot out. the
parrot says "I take it by your attitude and behavior I somehow
offended you." The man says "You did!" Then the parrot say
"Can I asks you one more question?" The man says "Sure.
what is it?" The parrot asked "What did the turkey do?"

Technology Corner
Name: Prayer for Beginners
Format: Audio Book/CD
Price: $6.00 from Lighthouse
Catholic Media
Free on FORMED.org
Platform: PC, Mac, Android
iPhone, Tablets,
iPad and CD Player

“PRAYER FOR BEGINNERS” REVIEW: Peter Kreeft
brings his unique insights to this most important area of our
spiritual lives. He claims he himself is still a beginner in prayer,
and this book is for all those, like him, who feel that they struggle
to pray, but desire to become much better at it. Therefore, Kreeft
offers simple, but profound advice and practical steps for
developing a prayer life based on the time-tested wisdom of the
saints and great spiritual writers, especially the principles found in
Brother Lawrence's classic, The Practice of the Presence of God.

St. Paul Catholic Church offers a free subscription, to
our parishioners, for formed.org!
1. Sign-up by at www.stpaulchurch.formed.org
2. Click on Register and enter the code: P33JN2
3. Enjoy movies, books and more!

