
 

 

"Formed by Word and Sacrament, we, the people of St. Paul Catholic Church,  
are a Spirit-led, Eucharist-centered, vibrant multicultural Christian community of faith, living our love for 

God and neighbor while growing together as disciples of Christ." 

First Sunday of Advent                                                     Sunday, December 1, 2019 

 

 

 

 
WEEKEND MASSES 

Saturday Masses 
8:30am Mass 

(Morning Prayer and  
Benediction 8:10am) 

 

Saturday Vigil Masses 
5:30pm   

Missa em Português: 7:30pm 
 

Sunday Masses 
7:30am, 9:00am, 10:45am,  

12:30pm, 5:30pm 
Misa en Español:  2:00pm  

 

WEEKDAY MASSES 
Monday to Friday 

7:30am and 12:15pm 
 

First Friday Mass 7:30pm 
Third Friday Mass 7:30pm 

*Fourth Friday Mass 7:30pm  
*(en Español) 

 

Reconciliation (Confession) 
Monday to Friday 11:30am - Noon 
Saturdays at 10:00am and 4:00pm  

or upon request 
 

Eucharistic Adoration  
Monday to Thursday 

8:00am to 8:30pm 
Compline & Benediction  

 

Friday 8:00am to  
Saturday 8:30am Mass 

 

Morning Prayer 
Monday - Friday 7:10am 

Saturday 8:10am 

 

Anointing of the Sick 
Every Second Saturday  
of the Month at 8:30am 

 

Church Office Hours: 
Monday - Friday 8:00am to 4:00pm 

 

Website: 
www.stpaulchurch.com 

 

Contact us at: 
info@stpaulchurch.com 

 
 

St. Paul Catholic Church 
and Preschool 

 

www.stpaulchurch.com 

12708 North Dale Mabry Highway, Tampa, Florida  33618-2802     
Phone  (813) 961-3023  †  Fax  (813) 962-8780  

Wednesday, Dec. 4 
6:30pm 

 

Please see page 4 for details 
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We’re here to serve you! 
 

Clergy 
Fr. Bill Swengros    Pastor 
Fr. Robert Romaine  Parochial Vicar 
Fr. Ambrose  
Kadambukatt, OCD Parochial Vicar  
Deacon Carlos Celaya  RCIA 
Deacon Ray Dever     Mental Health Support 
Deacon Frank Henriquez  Ministry to Homebound  
  and  Nursing Homes  
Deacon Rich &    
Colleen Spiro  Ignatian Spirituality  
 

Faith Formation 
Carmen Cayon Director 
Maria Costa                 RCIA, Marriage Prep, 
 Adult  Confirmation, 
 Quinceañeras 
Sonia Eberhardt         K-5 Faith Formation  
 Coordinator, 1st Holy 
 Communion Prep 
Maria Mendez Baptism and 
 FORMED® Coordinator   
Silvia Rivera               Religious Education 
 Assistant (Records) 
Andy Gotsch    High School Youth 
 Minister 
Theresa Adams          Middle School Youth
 Minister 
 

Preschool 
Abbie Johnson            Director 
Mindy Geer                Assistant Director 
 

Liturgy 
Mary Gant                   Music Director 
Elizabeth Hays           Liturgist, Bereavement 
 Minister 
 

Parish Support 
Brian Smith       Parish Manager  
Laurie Erickson Director of Ministries 
Louis Gobin Accountant 
Barbara Gray               Pastoral Administrative 
  Assistant (Scheduling)     
Sam Mathai                Maintenance 
Charles Yezak, Jr.        Director of 
 Communications  

 

www.stpaulchurch.com 
 

www.facebook.com/stpaultpa 
 

info@stpaulchurch.com 

 
Our Vision Statement:  

“Growing Together as Disciples of 
Christ.” 

 
Front cover photo credits:  Charles Yezak, Jr. 

ALPHA 
INFORMATIONAL 

SESSIONS 
 

Would you like to learn more about the upcoming ALPHA 

program?  Do you have questions regarding what ALPHA is all 

about?  Are you curious on how this 11-week event will be a 

benefit to you, your family and friends?   

 

We are excited for the start of ALPHA in January 2020!   Our parish 

is offering ALPHA in the English, Spanish and Portuguese 

languages (Note:  The Portuguese “Come and See” program 

was held on Saturday, November 30).  We are also featuring a 

weekly session for teenagers during the normal Youth Group 

Meeting time on Sundays.  If you would like to learn more, please 

attend one of the “Come and See“ ALPHA INORMATIONAL 

SESSIONS below: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

For more information, please send an email to:  

alpha@stpaulchurch.com 

LANGUAGE DAY DATE TIME LOCATION 

Spanish Sunday December 1 3:00pm - 5:00pm Family Center 

English - Teen Sunday December 1 6:30pm - 8:30pm Family Center 

English Thursday December 5 1:00pm - 3:00pm Family Center 

English Thursday December 5 7:30pm - 9:00pm Family Center 

Alpha Team Leaders (l to r):  Susan Bernardi (English); Dina Baldwin (Portuguese); 
Eva Henriquez and Deacon Frank Henriquez (Spanish) 

http://www.StPaulChurch.com


 

 

My Dear Friends, 

 
Today is the first Sunday of Advent, the first day of a new liturgical year, and a new opportunity to grow in God’s 

grace.  This Advent, we have chosen “Hope” as our theme as it seems that this is a virtue which is sorely tested in 

the world today.  Hope is an act of the will, a leap of faith ... an expectation of the certain and promised return of 
Jesus Christ our Savior in glory (Titus 2:12-13) and our eternal union with Him in the Kingdom of Heaven.  Jesus IS 

our hope! 

 
To help us, you should have received in the mail a copy of our 2019 Advent Highlights.  If you did not receive it, 

please contact the parish office as we must not have your mailing address on file.  The Advent Highlights provides a 

day-to-day overview of many of the exciting ways our parish will be preparing for the “advent” or coming of Christ. 
 

You are invited to “Come and See” what Alpha is all about.  The session in Portuguese was this Saturday at 5:00pm.  

The Spanish session is today (Sunday) immediately following the 2:00pm Mass in the Family Center.  Our teens will 
“Come and See” tonight at Youth Group at 6:30pm in the Family Center.  Those who speak English are welcome to 

“Come and See” this Thursday, December 5th after the 12:15pm Mass and again at 7:30pm in the Family Center.  

Please come and invite your family and friends, especially those who are lukewarm in the faith or who are curious 
about our faith!  Our goal is for every person to experience Alpha and this week’s “Come and See” is the first step 

in the process! 

 
Another highlight is our Advent Mission with Jon Leonetti next Wednesday, December 4, beginning at 6:30pm.  A 

parallel session is being offered for our children in grades K-5 in the Family Center.  The nursery will also be open.  

Jon is an amazing nationally known speaker, author, and radio host.  His goal is to help us all develop a personal, 
intimate relationship with the Lord.  Please come and bring your friends!  

 

This Advent promises to be such a blessing in so many ways.  To assist us, we have purchased a copy of The Guiding 
Power of Hope (La Esperanza y Su Poder para Guiarnos) by Sr. Janet Schaeffler, OP, for each family.  Read the scripture 

and daily devotion in the morning and reflect on the Daily Practice throughout your day.  During your evening meal, 

pray the Advent Prayer and reflect on how God touched you that day.  To help you, we have a “Hope” wrist band 
for every parishioner.  “Hopefully” it will help us all grow in “hope” and be better prepared for the return of our 

“Blessed Hope” and the celebration of the Incarnation of “Hope” this Christmas! 

 
During these next four weeks of Advent, be sure you set aside some quality time with the Lord and His Word each 

and every day.  Go to Mass and Adoration as often as you can and go to Confession.  Think about fasting from 

those things which block us from being truly open to His grace such as excessive media, alcohol, tobacco, and other 
vices.  Finally, remember the poor, elderly, sick, and oppressed and please remember us in your charitable giving.  

We depend totally upon you as our sole source of funding.  Thank you! 

 
This Advent, may we courageously grow together in Hope, 

 

 
 

Fr. Bill Swengros, Pastor 

 
P.S.  Remember, next Sunday is December 8th.  The Feast of the Immaculate 

Conception has been transferred to Monday, December 9th.  Masses will be 

celebrated at 7:30am, 12:15pm, 5:30pm, and a 7:00pm Rosary followed by a 
Trilingual Mass (~7:30pm) in honor of our Blessed Mother.  While it is not a Holy 

Day of Obligation, please keep the feast! 

Letter from Our Pastor Page 3 

“Therefore, stay awake! For you do not know on which day your Lord will come” (Mt 24:42).   
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ONE NIGHT ADVENT MISSION 

FEATURING…  
 

JON LEONETTI 

Wednesday, December 4th 

6:30pm - 8:30pm 
 

We are blessed to welcome back Jon Leonetti to our 
parish for a special Parish Advent Mission!  Jon is a 
nationally known Catholic speaker, best-selling author 
and radio host.  Jon believes that our deepest longing 
for happiness and wholeness is fulfilled in the 
encounter with Jesus Christ.  Through prayer, the 
Sacraments, family life and the help of Mary and the 
Saints, Jon wants to cultivate an intimate relationship 
with Jesus and help others do the same.   
 
For our children (K through 5th grade), our American 
Heritage Girls - Troop 147 is offering a special Advent 
Mission.  The Children’s Advent Mission will begin at 
6:30pm in the Family Center.  Babysitting will also be 
available in the Nursery. 
 
“One of the most inspiring parish missions available in America!”   

 

— Matthew Kelly, Founder of Dynamic Catholic 
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“Therefore, stay awake! For you do not know on which day your Lord will come” (Mt 24:42).   

AMOR DE JESUS PAYER GROUP INVITES YOU TO THE 

“THE NATIVITY OF JESUS”  

CHRISTMAS CELEBRATION 
PRESENTED BY THE CHILDREN OF ST. PAUL 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 8TH 

AFTER THE 2:00pm MASS  
 

JOIN US FOR THE PROCESSION STARTING AT THE ALTAR 

AND FINISHING AT THE FAMILY CENTER WITH A 

DELICIOUS LUNCH.   
 

GIVE HAPPINESS TO THE IMMIGRANT CHILDREN AT       

ST. MICHAEL’S MISSION IN WUACHULA… PLEASE BRING 

AN UN-WRAPPED TOY OR GIFT CARD TO DONATE. 

This year, the Solemnity of the Immaculate 
Conception of the Virgin Mary falls on a 
Sunday; therefore, the feast has been 
transferred to Monday, December 9.  
Although it is not a Holy Day of Obligation, 
you are encouraged to keep the feast! 
 

Masses will be offered in English at 7:30am, 
12:15pm, 5:30pm.  At 7:00pm, a Trilingual 
Rosary and Novena honoring Our Lady of 
Guadalupe will be held followed by a 
Trilingual Mass at 7:30pm.   
 

After the 7:30pm Mass, those who have 
completed the 33 days of preparation will 
consecrate themselves totally to Jesus 
through Mary.  A light reception will follow.  
Please register at www.stpaulchurch.com so 
we can prepare for you! 
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  St. Paul Faith Formation     
We are rooted in Faith and growing in grace 

 

God reaches out to us in all kinds of ways. The desire in your 
heart to baptize your child is one of them. The promises you 
make for your child on this day will begin to form your child 
into a faithful follower of Christ. However, the day of baptism 
is only the beginning of this journey. Baptism is indeed a life 
changing event! 
 

The Sacrament of Baptism at St. Paul Catholic Church takes 
place on the first three Saturdays of every month in English and 
the fourth Saturday of every month in Spanish.   If your child 
needs to be baptized please contact our Baptism Coordinator, 
Maria Mendez, at (813) 961-3023 or via email at: 
mmendez@stpaulchurch.com. Parents and Godparents will 
be asked to attend a baptismal preparation class. 

Baptism 

ST. PAUL 
NURSERY 
 

The St. Paul Children’s Nursery is open weekly on 

Saturday nights for the 5:30pm Vigil Mass and Sunday 

mornings for the 9:00am and 10:45am Masses.  If you 

would like to utilize the Nursery for a ministry event, 

we invite the ministry leader to please contact Maria 

Mendez at (813) 961-3023.   

Interested in receiving text messages regarding upcoming 
Youth Group activities and events?   If YES, please text: 

@9bf4c7 to 81010   
for the Youth Group Remind App! 

St. Paul Tampa Youth Group Instagram Account: 

stpaultampayg 

 

 

 

 

What is XLT? 
XLT is an abbreviation for the word “Exalt.”  The purpose 
of the night is to exalt our God. An XLT is made up of three 
distinct parts: 
 

   (1)  Praise and Worship Music 
   (2) A Powerful Talk 
   (3) Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament (in silence) 
 

Who Is Invited? 
Everyone is invited to XLT, which is hosted by our Youth 
Ministry. We encourage all families and members of the 
community to join us for this wonderful evening. 

 

Sunday Nights from 6:30pm - 8:30pm 
in the Family Center 

A night of faith, fellowship, community and fun  
for all high school students! 
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“Therefore, stay awake! For you do not know on which day your Lord will come” (Mt 24:42).   

The Latin class of Most Holy Redeemer parish will welcome 
new students on January 9, 2020, at 6:30pm. To register, 
cbracdon@msn.com or call (813) 748-0746.  Adeste fideles! 

Pray for Priests!  Heavenly Father, please grant to your 
faithful servants, the grace and strength to carry out your 
mission for the Church each day.  Keep our priests close to 
you and continue to inspire them to serve others in your holy 
name.  Please help to inspire men who are called to a priestly 
vocation to answer your call and participate in the fullness that 
you have planned for them.  Amen. 

         License # C HC 110273 

Excellence in Catholic preschool education for over 35 years 

Preschool Office: (813) 264-3314 
Email:  preschool@stpaulchurch.com 

“For I was hungry and you gave me food…” 
Matthew 25:35 

Just as emergent literacy skills pave the way to literacy success, 
early math skills are the strongest early predictors of children’s 
math achievement years later (Aunola, Leskinen, Lerkkanen, and 
Nurmi, 2004). At. St. Paul Catholic Preschool, we teach Math 
in context and emphasize its real-life applications, providing 
an abundance of hands on activities. 

To reflect the Spirit of Thanksgiving, our preschool has joined 
our parish’s St. Vincent de Paul Society’s efforts in collecting 
nonperishable food items for those in need. As a class, we set 
a goal of 100 items. We created our 100 chart and as students 
brought donations in, we tracked our progress. Two cans 
brought by one student plus five cans brought by another 
equals to seven cans. And just like that, we were able to see, 
form and solve addition equations. We have extended our 
learning by sorting the items brought in and by counting the 
total every day. The project became more meaningful when 
we delivered the items to the food pantry volunteers.  It was 
such a heartwarming experience! 

Tired of Writing Checks? Our parish offers an Automatic 
Offering Plan.  You can choose to have money 
automatically withdrawn from your savings, 
checking or credit card account on a monthly or 
semi-monthly basis.  There is no charge for this 
service, and it can be stopped at any time with 

only a week’s notice.  No more envelopes, no more writing 
checks, no more having to remember to bring your cash!  For 
more information, please contact Brian at the parish office 
(813-961-3023; bsmith@stpaulchurch.com). 

Please remember us! All estates and trusts left to the 
parish should specify, to “Gregory L. Parkes, 
Bishop of the Diocese of Saint Petersburg, or 
his successors in office, a Corporation Sole, for 
the benefit of Saint Paul Parish.”  If you need 
help completing this document, one of our 

parishioners, who is a lawyer, has offered to help free of 
charge.  Please contact Brian Smith or Laurie Erickson at the 
Parish Office for more information.  Thank you and 
remember…. God will not be outdone in generosity! 

Annual Pastoral Appeal Update: Praise the Lord!  To 
date, 856 families pledged over $466,000 to 
help fund hundreds of Catholic ministries 
serving thousands of people in the five 
county Diocese of St. Petersburg.  As a 
result, we surpassed our assessed goal by 
over $14,000!! - all of which will be 
deposited into our bank account as the 

outstanding pledges are fulfilled.  We have already received 
almost $447,000. Less than $20,000 is still outstanding.  Thank 
you for fulfilling your pledges!  At the end of the fiscal year, 
the Finance and Pastoral Councils will determine how this 
money is to be spent.  In the past, we have used it towards 
capital improvements on our campus.  Thank you so much 
for your generosity!!  

https://stpaulcenter.com/product/tampa/  

mailto:cbracdon@msn.com
https://stpaulcenter.com/product/tampa/
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We pray for the repose of the souls of those 
recently departed: Dennis Walker, Kimtan 
Nguyen, Victor Meza-Mercado, Eric Christopher 
Reheiser, Eugene Fernandez, Jose Rodriguez, 
Natalie Jean Carroll, Sandra Speziale, Richard L. 

Kissal, Natalie Carroll, Julia Cate and Lucia Pirone. 
 
 

Please remember in your prayers those with various 
health needs: Jaime Zambrano, Mary Garcia, Allan Garcia, 
Frank Loscalzo, Doreen Miller, Leelah Sharma, Anne Marie 
Q., Nancy H. Cramer and Catalina Feller. 

Pope Francis:  “The Lord wants to remind us today of what 
is ultimate, what will remain forever. It is 
love, for “God is love” (1 Jn 4:8). The 
poor person who begs for my love leads 
me straight to God. The poor facilitate 
our access to heaven: this is why the 

sense of the faith of God’s People has viewed them as the 
gatekeepers of heaven. Even now, they are our treasure, the 
treasure of the Church. For the poor reveal to us the riches 
that never grow old, that unite heaven and earth, the riches for 
which life is truly worth living: the riches of love” (Pope 
Francis, World Day of the Poor Homily, 17 November 2019).  

Sunday First Sunday of Advent 
 Is 2:1-5; Ps 122:1-2, 3-4, 4-5, 6-7, 8-9;  
 Rom 13:11-14; Mt 24:37-44 
Monday Is 4:2-6; Ps 122:1-2, 3-4b, 4cd-5, 6-7, 8-9;  
 Mt 8:5-11 
Tuesday Is 11:1-10; Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 12-13, 17;  
 Lk 10:21-24 
Wednesday Is 25:6-10a; Ps 23:1-3a, 3b-4, 5, 6; Mt 15:29-37 
Thursday Is 26:1-6; Ps 118:1 and 8-9, 19-21, 25-27a;  
 Mt 7:21, 24-27 
Friday Is 29:17-24; Ps 27:1, 4, 13-14; Mt 9:27-31 
Saturday Is 30:19-21, 23-26; Ps 147:1-2, 3-4, 5-6;  
 Mt 9:35—10:1, 5a, 6-8 
Sunday Second Sunday of Advent 
 Is 11:1-10; Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 12-13, 17;  
 Rom 15:4-9; Mt 3:1-12 

Words of Wisdom: “The whole earth is a living icon of the 
face of God.”  
                        – St. John of Damascus 

Saturday, November 30, 2019 
Feast of Saint Andrew, Apostle 

8:30am  Lilian Springer  † 
5:30pm  John Costello †   
7:30pm  Partners in Prayer (int.)  
 

Sunday, December 1, 2019 
First Sunday of Advent 

7:30am   Greta and Joe Greno † 
9:00am    Ramona Sacristan (int.) 
10:45am    Gigi Cabalan-Heisel (int.) 
12:30pm    St. Paul Parishioners (int.) 
2:00pm   Carmen Reyes † 
5:30pm    Maria Hernandez † 
 

Monday, December 2, 2019 
7:30am    Anna Fernandez † 
12:15pm  Plinio Pimental † 
 

Tuesday, December 3, 2019 
Memorial of Saint Francis Xavier, Priest 
7:30am   Maria Teresa Mazzzuca † 
12:15pm  Stan Kostkowicz † 
 

Wednesday, December 4, 2019 
Saint John Damascene, Priest and Doctor of the Church 
7:30am   Jorge Costa † 
12:15pm  Consecrated Life and Priestly Vocations (int.) 
 

Thursday, December 5, 2019 
7:30am   Jimmy Devizio † 
12:15pm  Phyllis Shaw † 
  

Friday, December 6, 2019 
Saint Nicholas, Bishop 
7:30am   Valentin Munoz † 
12:15pm  Martin Boland † 
7:30pm   Filipino Community Intentions (int.) 
     

Saturday, December 7, 2019 
Memorial of Saint Ambrose, Bishop and Doctor of the Church 
8:30am   Edward Brennan † 
5:30pm   Luanne Honeycutt (int.) 
7:30pm   Guillermo Otiniano † 
 

Sunday, December 8, 2019 
Second Sunday of Advent 
7:30am   Lillian and Joseph Eriole †  
9:00am    Debra and Patrick Moncello †  
10:45am    Zobada and Boysie Supersad † 
12:30pm    Michael and Mike Hingson † 
2:00pm   St. Paul Parishioners (int.) 
5:30pm   Jaroslaw P. Miernik † 

Advent Prayer: Lord Jesus, in these four busy weeks of 
Advent, help us to pause to remember the depth of your love 
for us.  Beyond anything we deserved or could have imagined, 
love led you to a stable in Bethlehem and all the way to 
Calvary.  Open our hearts to welcome you anew so that we 
have something to share with a needy world each day.  Grant 
us the joy of your friendship and bring us the strength, 
courage and determination to serve our brothers and sisters in 
your name.  Amen. 
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“Therefore, stay awake! For you do not know on which day your Lord will come” (Mt 24:42).   

Looking Ahead! Nov 5 - Dec 7: 33 Days 
of Preparation for Total Consecration to 
Jesus through Mary; December 3-11:  Our 
Lady of Guadalupe Novena in Santo Niño 
Shrine at 7:30pm (Dec. 4 Novena will begin 
at 8:30pm due to Parish Advent Mission); 

December 4: Parish Advent Mission with John Leonetti at 
6:30pm; December 5:  “Come and See” for English Alpha at 
1:00pm and 7:30pm; December 8:  Spanish Christmas 
Pageant “The Nativity of Jesus” at 3:30pm; December 9:  
Immaculate Conception Feast - Masses at 7:30am, 12:15 pm, 
5:30pm, and 7:30pm (Trilingual); December 12:  6:00pm 
Rosary, Procession and Mass in honor of Our Lady of 
Guadalupe; December 13: Lessons and Carols at 7:30pm; 
December 15: Breakfast with Santa; December 17:  
Communal Penance Service at 7:00pm; December 24: 
Christmas Eve - Masses at 4:00pm, 6:00pm, 8:00pm and 
midnight; December 25:  Christmas Day Masses at 7:30am, 
9:00am, 10:45am, 12:30pm, and 2:00pm (Spanish) .  There is 
no 5:30pm Mass on Christmas Day.  Please mark your 
calendars!  December 27: 4th Friday Respect Life/Hispanic 
Ministry Mass (bilingual), Rosary at 7:00pm, Mass at 7:30pm.  
Please mark your calendars!   

Gluten Intolerant?  If you have an adverse reaction to the 
gluten found in bread, including the Holy Eucharist, 
you have several options.  First, you are welcome to 
receive the Lord in the Precious Blood.  Remember, 
He is fully in present in the smallest drop of His 
Precious Blood as well as in the smallest particle of 

the Host.  Second, there are low-gluten or “gluten free” altar 
breads available which contain less than 0.00042% gluten.  If 
you would like to know more about the procedure we use at 
St. Paul Catholic Church to distribute low-gluten Hosts, see Fr. 
Bill or call Elizabeth at (813) 961-3023. 

Not Well? If you, a member of your family or a friend are ill 
and unable to attend weekly Mass, please inform 
us by calling Barbara at the parish office.  No 
Catholic should be deprived of the opportunity 
for frequent reception of Communion.  Also, if 
you have an upcoming surgery, receive the 

Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick before admission. Due to 
HIPPA laws, it is imperative that you let the hospital know 
that you would like a visit from a Catholic priest.  Also, be 
sure to call the Parish Office to inform us as well.   

Saints of God: This Friday is the Feast of St. Nicholas, the 
real Santa Claus.  
Nicholas was born in 
the 3rd century of a 
wealthy family in the 
village of Patara, now 
southern Turkey.  
After his parents died 
in an epidemic, 
Nicholas dedicated his 
life to Jesus and spent 

all of the money caring for the poor, sick, and suffering.  
Known for his holiness, he was elected Bishop of Myra.  
Stories are told of his care for children, the poor, and sailors.  
He was exiled during the Diocletian persecutions.  He was one 
of the bishops who created the Nicene Creed in 325.  He died 
on December 6, 343 in Myra.  After his death, a miraculous 
healing oil exuded from the grave.  On this day, children all 
over the world leave their shoes by their doors, hoping that 
good Saint Nick would come and leave them a treat!  Does he 
visit your house?  

Ask It Basket: “If I received the 
Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick in 
the hospital while unconscious, am I 
forgiven all my sins, or do I need to 

confess my mortal sins?”  Good question!  The Sacrament 
of the Anointing of the Sick heals the total person ... body and 
soul.  As a result, your sins are forgiven.  Of course, there are 
many reasons why you may want to confess your mortal sins 
in order to receive special graces, but they are forgiven.  The 
exception would be if the person receiving the Sacraments 
expressed before losing consciousness and after awakening 
that he or she did not believe what the Church teaches about 
this Sacrament or if the person lacked true contrition for his 
or her sins or lacked the desire to amend one’s life.  In this 
case, it is their habitual rejection of God’s grace which limits 
the effects of the Sacrament. I hope this helps!  (If you have a 
question for the Ask It Basket, please send an email to Father 
Bill Swengros at frbill@stpaulchurch.com).  

Advent Wreath Blessing:   If you are setting up an Advent 
wreath in your home this year, here is a 
prayer you could say while you light its 
candles.  You may say this before or after 
a meal, when waking up, before going to 
bed, or whenever you and the members of 
your household can gather for prayer.  

Before you say the prayer, read and talk over the Gospel you 
heard at Sunday Mass that week.   

Week 1: O God, who asks us to be watchful and alert because 
we do not know when you will come, let this candle give us light 
and help us to stay awake.  At those times when you ask us to 
act, give us strength to respond at once.  Through Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 

www.facebook.com/stpaultpa 

We want to celebrate!  Are you or a fellow parishioner 
celebrating a special milestone such as a birthday, anniversary, 
graduation, or other special event?  Are you expecting a child 
or preparing to move?  Please call Elizabeth at the parish 
office and let us know!  We would like to remember you in 
our prayers and invite you to bring up the gifts at the Sunday 
Mass.  Let your parish family be a part of your celebration! 
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Support Group 
Wed., Dec. 11 at 7:30pm                                    
Parish Center - Room E 
Topic:  Tell your story!             

Hosted by: 
Lora Goins, RN, CDE d
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Legal Consultation and Referral Service  
Every Monday by appointment only 

  Please call (813) 961-3023 

Divorced and Separated Support Group 
This ministry provides caring support for both women and 
men experiencing separation or divorce.  The group meets 
every Friday night at 7:30pm in the St. Paul Parish Center, 
Room C.  No charges or fees.  All are welcome!  For more 
information, please call Don Hemke at (813) 205-1735. 

Counseling Services 
Offered by Dr. Pat Berne 

Please call (813) 961-3023 to make an appointment 

AA Meetings:  Do you feel your life is out of control?  Is 
Alcohol ruining your life?  Help is here!  Our parish is blessed 
to host weekly Alcoholics Anonymous meetings every 
Wednesday at 8:15pm in the St Michael Building.  For 
more information, call (813) 933-9123.  May God bless you! 

Home Makers of Hope Ministry 
has a representative at the Parish 
Center to accept donations on 
Fridays from 10:00am to 
12:00pm.  We continue to accept 
new or slightly used items.  We 

are in need of towels, bath mats, shower curtains, 
bedsheets and comforters (please label size) as well as 
pots, pans and flatware.  For additional questions, please 
send email to:  home-makers-of-hope@stpaulchurch.com 

A NEW MINISTRY has come to our parish! 
 

Are you interested in experiences to enhance your 
faith?  Would you like to journey to a shrine or site 
that Catholic pilgrims consider important in the light 
of His faith?   
 

IGNITE YOUR FAITH is a ministry  focused on taking 
pilgrimages to Florida and U.S. sites. 

 

Email: igniteyourfaith@stpaulchurch.com for a list 
of sites we will be visiting in the coming months. 

St. Padre Pio Prayer Group 
 

The ministry’s next meeting will be held on 
Wednesday, December 18, 2019, in the 
Prayer Room after the 12:15pm Mass.  For 
more information, please send email to: 
padrepio@stpaulchurch.com 

Spiritual Direction Available 

Spiritual direction is a charism, a gift for both the director 
and the directee. The real spiritual director is the Holy 
Spirit. Listening is the essence of spiritual direction. Our 
spiritual director listens to the Holy Spirit within us and 
assists us in discerning where God is leading us.  Colleen 
Spiro, a parishioner of St. Paul Catholic Church, is a certified 
spiritual director. To make an appointment, send an email to:  
 

spiritual-direction@stpaulchurch.com 

SOS Human Trafficking 
Ministry at St. Paul Catholic 
Church provides awareness and 
education, conducts fund-
raising events, and offers 
spiritual rehabilitation to survivors. The ministry encourages 
others to use their God inspired passions to help put an 
end to human trafficking while joining in the fight against 
modern day slavery.  For more information, please email 
us at: humantrafficking@stpaulchurch.com  CALLING ALL BAKERS!  The CCW Cookie 

Sale is just around the corner!  If you would 
like to bake HOMEMADE cookies, we need 
your help for our Annual Cookie Sale on 
December 14 & 15.  Delivery to the Family 
Center will be on Saturday on December 14 
between 11:00am and noon. All proceeds go 
to SVDP.  For more info, please contact 
Yvonne DeLeon at 813-932-3288. 
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“Therefore, stay awake! For you do not know on which day your Lord will come” (Mt 24:42).   

The Bereavement Ministry offers God’s healing love 
through emotional, physical, mental and spiritual 

comfort. Our next, meeting will be held on Tuesday, 
December 3, from 7:30pm to 9:00pm in the Parish 

Center, Room H. For more information contact Kathy 
at (813) 361-5134.   

St. Vincent de Paul Society 
Pantry Hours 

Monday & Thursday 9:00am - 12:00pm    
Assistance Line: (813) 264-3325  

 
 

The St. Vincent de Paul Society wishes to thank all 
parishioners who are so generous with food and monetary 
donations.  Certainly, those who we help feel the presence of 
Jesus, as do we when we distribute the bags of food. 
 

If you would like to help, food donations to the St. Vincent 
de Paul Food Pantry can be left in the marked baskets in the 
church Narthex.  Monetary donations can be dropped in the 
Poor Box, located in the Narthex. Please make sure to specify 
SVDP in the memo line for check donations or you may use 
an offertory envelope for cash donations and label it SVDP.   
       

Thank you for your generosity! ~ SVDP Society 
 

Pantry Wish List This Week: 
Pasta, Pasta Sauce, and Canned Soup 

 

 

*Please note we are unable to use expired items* 

 
Monday - Thursday 
8:00am - 8:30pm 

 
Friday 8:00am -  

Saturday 8:30am 
Mass 

Join us in praying 
the Rosary in Latin 

Sunday Mornings 
10:15am 

Prayer Room 

Adopt a Family for the Holidays! 

Would you like to make someone’s 
holiday special?  You can provide a 
family with a holiday celebration they 
would not have without your support!  
Show the real spirit of Christmas 
through giving.    
 

Please email Denise at dessex@yahoo.com or 
Giselle at giselle.smith3@yahoo.com for more 
information on how you can help a family have a 
special Christmas this year! 
 

Sponsored by the St. Vincent de Paul Society 

 
 
 

 
 
 
The Giving Tree is now in the Narthex.  If you 
would like to help a person in need this 
Christmas Season, please take one of the 
ornaments on the tree.  Please return your gift(s) 
by Monday, December 15 for distribution.  For 
more information, please send an email to:  
ccw@stapulchurch.com 
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St. Paul Catholic Church offers a free subscription, 
for our parishioners, to FORMED.org! 

 
 

1. Visit www.FORMED.org 
2. Click “Sign Up” 
3. Select “I belong to a Parish or Organization” 
4. Enter code P33JN2 
5. Enter your email address 
 

Sign up for Online Giving! 

It’s simple and convenient.   

Go to:  stpaulchurch.com  
 for more info on how to sign up. 

 

LEAVE A LEGACY!  
 

By including St. Paul Catholic Church in your will is most 
appreciated.  There can be many advantages to leaving a 
gift in this way.  Naming our parish as an entity in your 
will, trust, or as a beneficiary on a life insurance policy is a 
way for any parishioner to bless future generations 
through a legacy gift and support the ministry of the 
church.  For additional information please call our Parish 
Manager, Brian Smith, at (813) 961-3023 or send an e-mail 
to: bsmith@stpaulchurch.com. 

Coffee & Donuts 

Your Host Today:  
Couples for Christ 

 

Our Couples for Christ movement brings renewal 
and strengthening to the Christian family life.  
Come say hello and learn more about this very 
important ministry here at St. Paul Catholic Church. 
 

For more information contact: 
Ed & Susan Bilbao at: cfc@stpaulchurch.com 

A Stewardship Moment … 

 
Today we begin the beautiful season of 
Advent. It is a season meant for 
preparation. For what exactly are we 
preparing? Two things: the celebration of 
our Savior’s birth and the anticipation of 
His second coming. 

  
These are weighty tasks with eternal consequences. So, 
let us stewards make the words of the Prophet Isaiah 
our motto for the season: “Come, let us climb the 
Lord’s mountain to the house of the God of Jacob, that 
he may instruct us in his ways and we may walk in his 
paths.” 
 
In the weeks leading up to Christmas, it seems everywhere 
we turn we are pushed to do more to create a “perfect” 
Christmas day. But the Church’s guidance to use these 
weeks to focus on our spiritual lives can indeed seem like 
a mountain-climb. 
  
The intentional use of the gift of time is what the 
Christian steward is called to do, and with even greater 
intensity during Advent. How can we use our time to 
prepare for Jesus’ birth on Dec. 25 and for His second 
coming at a date we do not know? 
  
We can push back against the world’s pressure to have the 
“perfect Christmas.” Scale back on materialism so we have 
more time for spiritual preparations: Confession, weekday 
Mass, adoration, family prayer time, lighting the Advent 
wreath, acts of kindness. 
 
In the end we will be prepared to celebrate a truly 
meaningful Christmas, be-come more like our Savior and 
be ready for Him to come again. 

 
 
 
 
 
You are invited to the Music Ministry's annual 
Festival of Lessons and Carols which will take 
place on Friday, December 13th at 7:30pm.  This is 
an evening of music and readings of the season 
presented by the  St. Paul Choir, Children's Choir 
and Handbell Ensemble.  Admission is free. 

Festival of Lessons and Carols 

mailto:mmaloney@stpaulchurch.com


 

 

 
I. Isaiah 2:1-5. Swords into  
   Plowshares. 
   
Reflection: We read the remarkable 
vision of the Prophet of Israel that non-
Israelites will stream to Jerusalem in the 
"final days."  And as they arrive, they will 
listen to the Word; and the result is the 
elimination of violence.  This vision, at a 
time when YHWH was a "Warrior 
God,"  struck a responsive chord in the 
souls of the earliest Christians.  For they 
saw Jesus as the one who heralded the 
"final days," and who brought the gospel 
of peace to a fragmented world.  It is 
clear that as we begin the season wherein 
the Word-Become-Flesh is celebrated, 
this reading speaks volumes in terms of 
the underlying reality of the Incarnation.  
(Note: see also Micah 4:1-3) Notice, 
also, the image of the “mountain of the 
Lord’s House.”  While it meant the 
Temple when Isaiah wrote, it speaks of 
Gentiles streaming to it; as Jesus was the 
“New Temple,” and as the church 
became Gentile-dominated, this text 
acquired new and different meaning. 
 

II. Romans 13:11-14a The Moment is  
  Here. 
  
Reflection: St. Paul and the earliest 
Christians believed passionately that 
Jesus' return in glory was imminent. 
Their "daylight" would be Jesus' 
"parousia," and they expected to be alive 
when this event occurred.  With the 
delay, it becomes necessary to peer 
beneath the original meaning.  Hence, 
we are called to understand "darkness" 
as the rule of the forces of un-love in the 
world; we "throw off" those attitudes 
that value power and domination of 
other persons in favor of the light that 
comes from the Lord in living for 
others.  We must ask, "Do I manipulate 
others emotionally?"  "Do I achieve my 
goals at the emotional expense of 
others?"  "Do I dominate another 
person so that my own ego is stroked?"  
We are called to turn to the Light which 
we soon celebrate, and to adopt a 
pattern of personal behavior that puts 
on the "armor" of the love that is born 
on Christmas. 

 
III. Matthew 24:37-44 Keep Awake! 
 

Reflection: We are called by Matthew to 
be ready for the arrival of the "Son of 

Man."  As with St. Paul, the First 
Evangelist expected the return of Jesus 
in a short time.  He would have been 
surprised that 2,000 years later, the "End 
Times" had not been completed.  
However, St. Paul’s analysis applies to 
this reading:  be ready.  But what is 
"readiness?"  The image of people being 
"swept away" by the Flood reminds us 
that it is easy to be "swept away" by the 
value system that we often non-
reflectively espouse.  The fact that "soap 
operas" with the adultery, violence and 
personal conflicts are widely watched 
reflects the value system of our world.  
The fact that evening TV features more 
and more mayhem and killings on prime 
time establishes that the values we affirm 
are hardly those brought by the Son of 
Man.  Advent is a time of taking stock; 
do we celebrate the Incarnation by 
having parties and buying presents?  Or 
do we realize that the Incarnation 
continues to take place and must take 
place in our lives.  At a minimum level, a 
practical, concrete rejection of the 
inhuman values that bombard us on TV 
ought to occur, and in their place, we 
must affirm the values of the Son of 
Man, coming not in glory, but in the 
quiet of our daily interaction with our 
spouses, families, business associates and 
those around us. † 
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Faith in Action: “Therefore, stay awake! For 
you do not know on which day your Lord will 
come” (Mt 24:42).  People who have had health 
issues or near-death experiences generally have 
a greater appreciation for each day being a gift 

from God. The rest of us usually take for granted that we will 
be around tomorrow. But when you start to look at each day 
as a gift, you realize all the little miracles that happen daily and 
grow in gratitude for all that we have been given. You begin to 
see God’s active presence in your life. 

“Therefore, stay awake! For you do not know on which day your Lord will come” (Mt 24:42).   

Due to copyright restrictions, we are not 
able to print the Scriptures with the 

Reflections of Dr. Jack Conroy.   

Thought for the Day: “Speak to them of the great mercy of 
God… sometimes people are helped by your telling of your 
own lamentable past.”  

                             – St. Francis Xavier  

NEWS ▪ PHOTOS ▪ EVENTS 
Join the St. Paul Catholic Church 

Facebook page today! 
 

www.facebook.com/stpaultpa 

On a Lighter Note:  You do know what would 
have happened if it had been three wise 
WOMEN instead of men, don't you? They 
would have asked for directions, arrived on time, 
helped deliver the baby, cleaned the stable, made 

a casserole, and brought disposable diapers as gifts! 

Living Faith: Today is the first day of 
Advent and the first day of our new liturgical 
year.  It is a wonderful opportunity to begin a 

new to prepare for Christ’s return at the end of time and to 
celebrate His birth at Christmas.  What will you do to make 
this Advent extra special?  (Hint: Think prayer, fasting and 
acts of charity). 

Deo Gratis: Please join me in thanking our 
Arts & Environment Ministry for all they do to 
help make our church look so beautiful each 
and every week.  May God bless you! Also, 
thanks for sharing bulletins from your travels 

with us.  We love reading how God is blessing our sister 
parishes!  This week we received bulletins from Missouri, 
Tennessee, and Florida.  May God bless you all!  


