
 

 



 First Sunday of Advent                                                           Sunday, December 2, 2018 

All are welcome! 
 
 

WEEKEND MASSES 
 

Saturday Masses 
8:30 am Mass 

(Morning Prayer and  
Benediction 8:10 am) 

 

Saturday Vigil Masses 
5:30 pm   

Missa em Português: 7:30 pm 
 

Sunday Masses 
7:30 am, 9:00 am, 10:45 am,  

12:30 pm, 5:30 pm 
Misa en Español:  2:00 pm  

 
 

WEEKDAY MASSES 
 

Monday to Friday 
7:30 am and 12:15 pm 

 
First Friday Mass 7:30 pm 
Third Friday Mass 7:30 pm 

*Fourth Friday Mass 7:30 pm  
*(en Español) 

 
 

Reconciliation (Confession) 
Monday to Friday 11:30 am - Noon 

Saturdays 10:00 am and 4:00 pm  
or upon request 

 
 

Eucharistic Adoration  
Monday to Thursday 
8:00 am to 8:30 pm 

Compline & Benediction  
 

Friday 8:00 am to  
Saturday 8:30 am Mass 

 
 
 

Morning Prayer 
Monday - Friday 7:10 am 

Saturday 8:10 am 
 
 

Anointing of the Sick 
Every Second Saturday  

of the Month at 8:30 am 
 

Church Office Hours: 
Monday - Friday 8:00 am to 4:00 pm 

 

www.StPaulChurch.com 
 

parishcommunications@stpaulchurch.co

"Formed by Word and Sacrament, we, the people of St. Paul Catholic Church,  
are a Spirit-led, Eucharist-centered, vibrant multicultural Christian  

community of faith, living our love for God and neighbor while growing together as disciples of Christ." 
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We’re here to serve you! 
St. Paul Catholic Church 

12708 N. Dale Mabry Hwy. 
Tampa, Florida  33618-2802 

(813) 961-3023 
 

www.StPaulChurch.com 
 

Clergy 
Fr. Bill Swengros    Pastor 
Fr. George Gyasi       Parochial Vicar 
Fr. Robert Romaine  Parochial Vicar 
Deacon Carlos Celaya  RCIA 
Deacon Ray Dever     Mental Health Support 
Deacon Frank Henriquez Young Adult Ministry 
 
Faith Formation 
Carmen Cayon Director 
Maria Mendez Baptism Coordinator 
 and FORMED® 

 Coordinator     
Sonia Eberhardt         K-5 Faith Formation  
 Coordinator, 1st Holy 
 Communion Prep 
Theresa Adams          Middle School 
 Ministry (Confirmation) 

Stephen Watkins       High School Ministry 
Maria Costa                 RCIA, Marriage Prep, 
 Adult Confirmation, 
 Quinceañeras 
Sr. Theresa Betz        Spiritual Direction 
Silvia Rivera               Religious Education 
 Assistant (Records) 
 
Preschool 
Abbie Johnson            Director 
Mindy Geer                Assistant Director 
 
Liturgy 
Elizabeth Hays           Liturgist, Bereavement 
 Ministry 
Mary Gant                   Music Director 
 

Parish Support 
Michael Maloney        Parish Manager  
Barbara Gray               Pastoral         
  Administrative      
   Assistant (Scheduling) 
Nancy Kissane           Ministry Director  and 
 Stewardship 
Jim Kissane                 Project Manager 
Sam Mathai                Maintenance 
Charles Yezak             Director of 
 Communications  
Tina Bubb                  Finance Office  

 

Our Vision Statement:  
“Growing Together as Disciples 

of Christ.”  

My Dear Friends, 
 
It is hard to believe that Advent is here once again!  It is one of my favorite 
times of the year as we wait in joyful hope for the coming of the Lord in 
history, mystery, and glory.  The first few weeks of Advent, Mother Church 
asks us to think about the Lord’s coming in glory at the close of time ... 
whether it is the end of the world or the end of our life here on earth.  For us, 
death is not the end but simply a portal to eternal life.  Our hearts do not 
tremble with fear and dread but with joyful hope for the coming of our Lord. 
 
Beginning on December 17th, our focus shifts to the celebration of the Lord’s 
coming in history ... the Nativity of Christ.  We journey with Mary in pregnant 
expectation for the birth of our Lord and Savior. 
 
But throughout Advent, we are also mindful that Christ comes to us each day 
in mystery ... in a special and singular way through His Word and Sacrament, 
but also through the smiles, laughter, and warm embrace of family and 
friends.  As Catholics, we are ever mindful that Christ also comes to us 
through the poor, sick, elderly, marginalized, and oppressed.  The words of 
Jesus ring in our ears: “As often as you did it to one of these least, you did it 
to me.” 
 
For many, Advent is a difficult time as they remember those who are no 
longer here to celebrate the holidays.  For some, the joy and prosperity of 
others only remind them of what they do not have.  It is tough to be suffering 
physically, mentally, emotionally, or spiritually during the holidays.  Let us be 
attentive to those in need as we journey through Advent. 
 
I encourage you to make this Advent extra special.  Rather than get caught up 
in the commercialism of our secular world, think of what you can do to better 
prepare for the coming of the Lord.  It could be simply to start a routine of 
sitting after supper on your back porch with a cup of coffee, reflecting in the 
silence of the night upon the blessings of your day.  If you are not praying 
together as a family before meals and bedtime, now is the time to start.  An 
Advent wreath on the table will serve as a good reminder to pray.  Another 
idea is to read a little from the Gospels each day ... a chapter or less.  Start 
with Luke since it is the Gospel of our new liturgical year as well as the 
quintessential Gospel for stories about the birth of Christ.  One more idea: 
perhaps you can do something to be more mindful of those in need such as 
dropping off food or your spare change to our Society of St. Vincent de Paul, 
visiting a nursing home, or perhaps reaching out to help a neighbor put up 
their decorations.  Pray about it! 
 
My prayer is that these next four weeks will be the best Advent ever for you 
and your family. 
 
May God bless you! 
 
Growing courageously in Christ! 

 

 
 

Fr. Bill Swengros 
Pastor 

http://www.StPaulChurch.com
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“But when these signs begin to happen, stand erect and raise your heads because your redemption is at hand” (Lk 21:28).   

Deacon Bill Ditewig will lead us in our annual parish Advent Mission. Deacon Bill is a gifted speaker, noted author and 
professor. The focus of the mission will be:  Christ, Our Light.  
 

Each day, Deacon Bill will offer two sessions beginning at 11:00am and 7:00pm on Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday. 
Also, on Monday our American Heritage Girls and Faith Formation Team will offer a special Advent Retreat for children 
beginning at 7:00pm. This way the entire family can come for an evening of spiritual enrichment!  
 

After the Monday and Wednesday night sessions there will be Eucharistic Adoration and Benediction followed by a 
reception. After the Tuesday night session, there will be a communal Reconciliation Service. Our nursery is open all 
three nights for children aged 1-3. Come and bring a friend!  All are welcome! 

Children’s  
Advent Mission 

Retreat 
Monday, December 3, 2018  

7:00pm - 8:30pm 
Family Center 

Children ages 6-10 
RSVP: ahgstpaul@gmail.com  

 
 
 

 

Hosted by your 

American Heritage 
Girls Troop FL 147 

Holy Day of Obligation:  This Saturday, December 8th, is the 

Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary and is observed as a Holy Day of 
Obligation. As such, it is to be treated as if it were a 
Sunday. Catholics are obliged to participate in 
making this day special and holy by attending Mass 
in honor of our Blessed Mother. 

 

Our Mass schedule is as follows: 
 

 Friday, December 7 5:30pm Vigil Mass 
    7:30pm Vigil Mass (Trilingual) 
  Saturday, December 8  8:30 am Mass 
    12:15pm Mass 
 

The following is a prayer that can be used by your family at home 
to extend the joy of celebrating this mystery of faith: 
 

Father, you prepared the Virgin Mary to be the worthy 
mother of your Son.  You let her share beforehand in the 
salvation Christ would bring by his death, and kept her 
sinless from the first moment of her conception.  Help us 
by her prayer to live in your presence without sin.  We 
ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
for ever and ever.  Amen. 
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License # C HC 110273  
 

Excellence in Catholic preschool education  for  over 30 years 

www.StPaulCatholicPreschool.com 

Children's  Corner 

Infant Baptism 
 

“Baptism incorporates us into the life, Death, and Resurrection of Christ 
and the ongoing work of the Holy Spirit in the world.” 

   Bible Verse of the Week 
 

“I have loved you with an 

everlasting love.” 
 

-Jeremiah 31:3 

God reaches out to us in all kinds of ways. The desire in your 
heart to baptize your child is one of them. The promises you 
make for your child on this day will begin to form your child into 
a faithful follower of Christ. But the day of baptism is only the 
beginning of this journey. Being baptized is literally a life changing 
event. 
 

The Sacrament of Baptism at St. Paul Catholic Church takes place 
on the first three Saturdays of every month in English and the 
fourth Saturday of every month in Spanish.   If your child is to be 
baptized please call the Faith Formation Office for more 
information at 813-961-3023. Parents and Godparents will be 
asked to attend an informational session before Baptism. 

St. Paul Catholic Preschool  
Teacher’s Corner 

“But when these signs begin to happen, stand erect and raise your heads because your redemption is at hand” (Lk 21:28).   
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Contact us! 
 

Preschool Office:  (813) 264-3314 
 

Email:  Director@StPaulChurch.com 

 

Support the St. Paul Catholic Preschool! 
 

Order your Holiday Wreaths online at:  
www.MickmanHolidaysGifts.com  

 

When placing your order, please be sure  
to use coupon code:  STPAULFL009 

 

For more information, please email Emily at: 
EmilyLynch813@gmail.com 

HOLIDAY GIFT FUNDRAISER 

As the Advent Season approaches us the children in the 
Extended Day Program at the Preschool are preparing for the 
arrival of baby Jesus at Christmas. Each day we will read 
books, sing songs, play on the playground, enjoy dramatic 
play, and of course eat lunch all centered around learning of 
Jesus’ birth and the Advent season of preparation.  We will 
also be exploring the themes of nutrition, the grocery store, 
and finally, imagination.  Christmas through the eyes of a child 
is  truly magical and we want to make it just as magical in 
Extended Day.   
 

-Bobbi Campball,  Extended Day Lead Teacher 

If you are interested in joining our amazing Preschool family 
please consider putting our Open House on your calendar, it 
will be Tuesday, January 29th from 9-11am and Wednesday, 
January 30th from 9-11am & 5-6pm.  Watch the bulletin and 
website for further information. 
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Mass Intentions for the Week of December 2nd  
 

Saturday, December 1, 2018 
8:30 am   Greta and Joe Greno +           
5:30 pm   John Costello +    
7:30 pm    Katia Bunn Scoz (int.)       
Sunday, December 2, 2018 
First Sunday of Advent  
7:30 am    Irene Markarian +    
9:00 am     Alice Marie Swan +   
10:45 am    St. Paul Parishioners (int.)  
12:30 pm  Michael and Mike Hingson +   
2:00 pm   Noelia Loaiza +   
5:30 pm     Diana McKinney (int.)  
Monday, December 3, 2018 
Memorial of Saint Francis Xavier, Priest 
7:30 am     Maria Teresa Mazzuca +   
12:15 pm    Stan Kostkowicz +   
Tuesday, December 4, 2018 
Saint John Damascene, Priest and Doctor of the Church 
7:30 am     Jorge Costa +   
12:15 pm  Clyde Williams +     
Wednesday, December 5, 2018 
7:30 am    Phyllis Shaw +  
12:15 pm   Consecrated Life and Priestly Vocations (int.)    
Thursday, December 6, 2018 
Saint Nicholas, Bishop 
7:30 am   Partners in Prayer (int.)   
12:15pm  John Giordano +    
Friday, December 7, 2018 
Saint Ambrose, Bishop and Doctor of the Church 
7:30 am   Marion C. Deutsch +   
12:15 pm   Edward Brennan + 
7:30pm    Martin Boland +  
Saturday, December 8, 2018 
Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary 
8:30 am   Lucy Nguyen +    
12:15pm  Zobada and Boysie Supersad + 
5:30 pm    Carl Jones, Jr. + 
7:30 pm    Guillermo Otiniano +  
Sunday, December 9, 2018 
Second Sunday of Advent 
7:30 am    Jaroslaw Paul Miernik +   
9:00 am     Mike Land +  
10:45 am    Joseph Kosiorek +  
12:30 pm  St. Paul Parishioners (int.)   
2:00 pm   Maria Quintana (int.)  
5:30 pm     Norianne Hyde +  

Readings for the Week of December 2nd 
 

Sunday Jer 33:14-16; Ps 25:4-5, 8-9, 10, 14;1 Thes 3:12 - 4:2;  
 Lk 21:25-28, 34-36 
Monday Is 2:1-5; Ps 122:1-2, 3-4b, 4cd-5, 6-7, 8-9; Mt 8:5-11 
Tuesday Is 11:1-10; Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 12-13, 17; Lk 10:21-24 
Wednesday Is 25:6-10a; Ps 23:1-3a, 3b-4, 5, 6; Mt 15:29-37 
Thursday Is 26:1-6; Ps 118:1 and 8-9, 19-21, 25-27a; Mt 7:21, 24-27 
Friday Is 29:17-24; Ps 27:1, 4, 13-14; Mt 9:27-31 
Saturday Gn 3:9-15, 20; Ps 98:1, 2-3ab, 3cd-4; Eph 1:3-6,11-12;  
 Lk 1:26-38 

Pope Francis: “A similar approach 
[towards care of the poor] is found in the 
Old Testament: “You shall not wrong a 
stranger or oppress him, for you 

yourselves were strangers in the land of Egypt” (Ex 22:21). 
“When a stranger resides with you in your land, you shall 
not oppress him. The stranger who resides with you shall be 
to you as the citizen among you; and you shall love him as 
yourself; for you were strangers in the land of Egypt” (Lev 
19:33-34). This is not a notion invented by some Pope, or a 
momentary fad. In today’s world too, we are called to follow 
the path of spiritual wisdom proposed by the prophet Isaiah 
to show what is pleasing to God. “Is it not to share your 
bread with the hungry and bring the homeless poor into 
your house; when you see the naked, to cover him, and not 
to hide yourself from your own kin? Then your light shall 
break forth like the dawn” (58:7-8).” (Pope Francis, Gaudete 
et Exsultate, 103). 

 

Words of Wisdom: “The giver of every good and perfect 
gift has called upon us to mimic His giving, by grace, through 
faith, and this is not of ourselves.”   
             – St. Nicholas of Myra 

Thought for the Day:  “When I am at Rome, I fast on a 
Saturday: when I am at Milan I do not. Do the same. Follow 
the custom of the church where you are.”  
                        – St. Ambrose of Milan  

Faith and Reason: Albertus Magnus is the patron saint of 
scientists  (c.1193–1280).  He was known for his encyclopedic 
knowledge ... the original “Renaissance man” who lived in the 
Middle Ages and influenced such 
thinkers as St. Thomas Aquinas.  
Albert was a great thinker, prolific 
writer, and distinguished writer who 
has influenced such diverse fields as 
psychology, philosophy, meteorology, mineralogy, and 
zoology.  His works fill 31 volumes.  Much of what is known 
about Aristotle comes from Bishop Albert.  He loved to 
explore the world and was not satisfied with simply following 
others conclusions.  He once wrote: “Natural science does not 
consist in ratifying what others have said, but in seeking the 
causes of phenomena.”  His influence on western society is so 
great, he is known as St. Albert the Great, the Doctor of the 
Church.  
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“But when these signs begin to happen, stand erect and raise your heads because your redemption is at hand” (Lk 21:28).   

Bereavement Ministry of St. Paul 
 

Our ministry offers God’s healing love through 
emotional, physical, mental and spiritual comfort. Join 
us for our next meeting on Tuesday, December 11th. 
For more information regarding the Bereavement 
Ministry, please call Diana at 813-748-2874.   

Society of St. Vincent De Paul  
Pantry Hours 

Monday & Thursday 9:00 am - 12:00 pm    
Assistance Line: (813) 264-3325   

 

Our St. Vincent de Paul Food Pantry 
feeds more than 60 families each week. Feeding so many, our 
pantry shelves don’t stay full for very long.  If you would like 
to help, food donations can be left in the marked baskets in 
the church Narthex. 
 

You may prefer to make a monetary donation in the poor box 
located in the Narthex.  Please make sure to specify SSVDP 
in the memo line for check donations or you may use an 
offertory envelope and make sure to label it SSVDP for cash 
donations.  Thank you for your generosity! 

 

Wish List This Week:  
Pancake Mix, Cereal and Canned Milk 

 

 

Thank you for your generosity! ~ SVdP Society 
 

Please note we are unable to use expired items. 

The SOS Human Trafficking 
Ministry will hold their monthly 
meeting on Thursday, December 
6, at 7:00pm, in the Parish Center, 
Room C.  All are welcome! 

 Young at Heart Senior Ministry 

 Come Join Us For The Movie 

WHITE CHRISTMAS 
Tuesday , December 11th  

Following the 12:15 pm Mass  
at the Family Center 

 

A light lunch will be provided.  The event is free for anyone 
age 55+.  Please RSVP by calling (813) 383-6867. 



 

 

Ask It Basket:  “I see that the Solemnity of the 
Immaculate Conception falls on a Saturday.  Is it 
an Holy Day of Obligation and if I go to the 
5:30pm Mass, will it count for both Saturday and 

Sunday?”  Good questions!  First of all, it IS a Holy Day of 
Obligation.  Masses are Friday night at 5:30 and 7:30 and 
Saturday at 8:30 and 12:15.  The Saturday evening Masses are 
in anticipation of Sunday so they do NOT count for the Holy 
Day. (Sorry, no two-fers!) Please plan on coming to Mass 
either Friday night or Saturday morning for the Holy Day as 
well as Saturday night or Sunday morning for the Second 
Sunday of Advent.  (If you have a question for the Ask It 
Basket, please contact FrBill@StPaulChurch.com). 

Deo Gratias!  As We thank God for the gift of our 
Society of St. Vincent de Paul.  Our conference 
consists of 43 members who have already 
volunteered over 8.000 hours to date this year.  As a 

result of your generosity they have fed 2427 families, provided 
over $88,000 in assistance with electric, water, rent, etc., and 
have donated in our name $33,000 towards disaster relief for 
those affected by the hurricanes!  Thank you for your support 
for our Vincentians!  If you would like to help, please call 
Nancy at the parish office!  This week we received bulletins 
from Illinois, Pennsylvania, and Florida.  Thank you for 
sharing bulletins from your travels with us!  

Looking Ahead!  Now through December 7 - 
33 days of Preparation for Total Consecration to 
Jesus through Mary; December 3 - 5: Advent 
Mission; December 7: Vigil Mass at 5:30pm for the 

Immaculate Conception; Vigil Mass at 7:30pm for the 
Immaculate Conception preceded by First Friday Santo Niño 
Devotion at 7:00pm and followed by Total Consecration to 
Jesus through Mary; December 7: Filipino Ministry Christmas 
Party at 8:30pm; December 8: Immaculate Conception (Holy 
Day of Obligation) - Mass at 8:30am and 12:15pm; December 
8 : Men’s Morning of Prayer from 9:00am - 11:30am; 
December  8 - 9:  Second Sunday of Advent; December 9:  
Spanish Christmas Pageant from 3:00pm - 5:00pm; 
December 12:  Our Lady of Guadalupe - Rosary, Chaplet and 
procession with candles at 6:00pm with bilingual Mass at 
7:00pm; December 14:  Lessons and Carols - Story of Our 
Faith at 7:30pm. 

Growing Together in Christ! Page 8 

Please keep all servicemen and women in your 
prayers, especially those from our church family: 

 

Dylan Anthony Agnes, PVT, US Army  

Timothy O’Loughlin, Ensign, USCG 

Hans C. Arcand, 2nd LT, USAF 

Martin O. Reina, USCG  

Patrick Rose, CPT PA, US Army  

Nicholas Ringo III, US Navy  

Mathew M Colon, SGT, US Army 

Michael Dunkelberger, MSGT, USAF 

Christopher A. Garcia, LTJG, U.S. Navy 

Richard Majette, CPT, USMC 

Katrina Monti, CPT, PA US Army 

Richard Sison Jr, 2nd LT, USAF 

Matthew Mooney, CPT, USAF 

Curtis Gardner, SGT, USAF  

Adriana Trigg, USAF 

Anthony Mazzie, US Army  

Luis Luccani, SGT, US Navy  

Austin Jacob Ferlita, PVT2s, US Army 

Josh C. Seal, PO, U.S. Navy  

Corinna Fleischmann, CDR, USCG    

Morganne Oyler, U.S. Navy  

Sean C. Andino, LTJG, U.S. Navy  

Thomas Krasnicki, LT, U.S. Navy  

Brett Smith, USMC 

Dominick J. Agnes III, SGT, USMC  

 Brian J. Babin, SS, USMC 

Spencer M. Brown, PVT, U.S. Army 

John Erickson, Cpl U.S. Army  

Jacob Torrens, Pvt., U.S. Army  

Cody Rigney, LT, U.S. Navy 

Adam Tapia, LT, U.S, Army  

Jason Mitchell, WO4, U.S. Army  

Alexander Maldonado, Captain, USAF 

 

We pray for the repose of the souls of those recently 
departed: Michael Songy, Esteban Delfin Leyva Torres, 
Joseph Fritz Laurenceau, Gary Klunk, Enrique A. Crosas, 
Molly Sperr, Antonio Rivera Medina, Rose Longo Matassini, 
Sheila Norris, Carmen Wiesen, Catherine Bennett, and Tatiana 
Alvarado. 
 

Please remember in your prayers those with 
particular health needs:  Rosemary Fenton, 
Freida Cardona, Mary García, Lucy Rosario, 
Adeliza Bacon, Suzette Hillis, Bill Kollner, Monica 
Bencomo, Marian Mullen and Denise Hutek. 

Saints of God:  

 
 
 
 
 

We welcome the new members of our parish family: 
 

Mr. and Mrs. David Augello 
Mr. Alex Reyes and Ms. Gloria Gamez 

Mr. Silva Robson and Ms. Lauciline Xavier 

mailto:FrBill@StPaulChurch.com).
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 Faith Formation Important Dates 
December 3 - 5:  First Communion Parent Meetings 
during Faith Formation Time 
December 16 - 19:  Last Day of Faith Formation 
Classes for Christmas Break 
December 17:  Dress Rehearsal for Christmas 
Pageant in Church (All participants must attend!) 
7:00pm - 7:30pm 
January 6 - 9:  Classes Resume 

        

  St. Paul Faith Formation     
We are rooted in Faith and growing in grace 

Adult Faith Formation Classes for Parent of Grades K-5 
(Coincides with Student’s Session 19) 

 
Day            Date       Time          Location 
Sunday      1/6/18     10:30am-11:15am   FC #3 
Monday     1/7/18     4:30pm-5:00pm    Church 
Tuesday     1/8/18     6:15pm-7:00pm    Church 

Adult Faith Formation Classes for Parent of Grades 6-8 
 
Day            Date       Time          Location 
Sunday      12/16/18    4:15pm-5:00pm    Pavilion   
Monday     12/17/18    6:15-7:00pm      Church 
Wednesday   12/19/18    6:15-7:00pm      Church 
 
Sunday      1/13/19     4:15pm-5:00pm    FC #2   
Monday     1/14/19     6:15pm-7:00pm    Church 
Wednesday   1/16/19     6:15pm-7:00pm    Church 

“But when these signs begin to happen, stand erect and raise your heads because your redemption is at hand” (Lk 21:28).   

A message to Faith Formation Parents... 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
If you are interested in having your child participate in 
one of our Christmas Pageants as Joseph, Mary, the 
Innkeeper, the Angel Gabriel, one of the three kings, 
shepherds or lambs, please call the Faith Formation 
Office to reserve your date.  We need children for the 
December 24th Masses at 4:00pm and 6:00pm.  Please 
sign your child up now in our Faith Formation Office 
or call Sonia Eberhardt at (813) 961-3023 for more info. 

Advent Wreath Blessing 2018 

 

 
 

 
 
If you are setting up an Advent wreath in your home 
this year, here are some prayers you could say while 
you light its candles.  You may say these before or after 
a meal, when waking up, before going to bed or 
whenever you and the members of your household can 
gather for prayer.  Before you say the prayer, please 
read and talk over the Gospel you heard at Sunday 
Mass that week. 
 
Prayer for Week 1:  O God, who asks us to be watchful 
and alert because we do not know when you will come, 
let this candle give us light and help us to stay awake.  
At those times when you ask us to act, give us strength 
to respond at once.  Through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
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Divorced and Separated Support Group 
This ministry provides caring support for both women and 
men experiencing separation or divorce.  The group meets 
every Friday night at 7:30pm in the St. Paul Parish Center.  
You may come as often as you would like...every week, once a 
month or whenever it is convenient for you.  No charges/no 
fees.  All are welcome!  For more information and to answer 
any questions, please call Don Hemke at 813-205-1735. 

Legal Consultation and Referral Service  
Every Monday by appointment only 

  Please call 813-961-3023 

Counseling Services 
Offered by Dr. Pat Berne 

Please call (813) 961-3023 to make an appointment 

AA Meetings:  Do you feel your life is out of control?  Is 
Alcohol ruining your life?  Help is here!  Our parish is blest to 
host weekly Alcoholics Anonymous meetings on every 
Wednesday at 8:15pm in the St Michael Cabin.  For more 
information, call 813-933-9123.  May God bless you! 

The Latin Language Is A Treasure Of Incomparable Value  
The Latin class of the Most Holy Redeemer Parish will 
welcome new students on January 10, 2019, at 6:30pm.  To 
register, please send an email to: cbracdon@msn.com or 
please call (813) 748-0746. 

Not Well? If you, a member of your family or a friend are  ill 
and unable to attend weekly Mass, please inform 
us by calling Barbara at the parish office.  No 
Catholic should be deprived of the opportunity 
for frequent reception of Communion.  Also, if 
you have an upcoming surgery, receive the 

Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick before admission.  Due to 
HIPPA laws, it is imperative that you let the hospital know 
that you would like a visit from a Catholic priest and call the 
parish office.  Thank you and know you are in our prayers!  

We want to celebrate!  Are you or a fellow parishioner 
celebrating a special milestone such as a birthday, 
anniversary, graduation, or other special event?  Are 
you expecting a child or preparing to move?  Please 
call Elizabeth at the parish office and let us know!  
We would like to remember you in our prayers and 

invite you to bring up the gifts at the Sunday Mass.  Let your 
parish family be a part of your celebration! 



 

 

 

Weekly Offertory   
 

Sunday, November 18, 2018 

Offertory:  $21,449 

Online Giving: $10,875 

Attendance:  3,399 

Envelopes:  706 
 

 Sunday, November 25, 2018 

Offertory: $27,013 

Online Giving: $14,250 

Attendance: 3,465 

Envelopes: 734 
 

 

 

Thank you for your generosity! 

  Stewardship:  A Way of  Life 

Sign up for Online giving! 
It’s simple and convenient.  Go 

to:   
StPaulChurch.com  

“But when these signs begin to happen, stand erect and raise your heads because your redemption is at hand” (Lk 21:28).   
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Coffee & Donuts Today 

Hosted by the 

American Heritage Girls 

You have seen these young ladies in their red, 
white, and blue uniforms around the campus 
helping at different events.  The mission of the 

American Heritage Girls says it all:  “Building 
women of integrity through service to God, family, 
community and country."   

Please be sure to stop by and say hello, and 
thank them for their service to St. Paul’s.  And 
be sure to thank their wonderful leaders who 
are guiding them along the way.  And, if you 
have a daughter  age 5 to 18,  get more 
information on how she can become a part of 
this awesome ministry.   

For More Information Contact Melissa Luria at 

AHG@StPaulChurch.com 

Aging religious need your help. Senior Catholic sisters, 
brothers, and religious order priests ministered for years for 
little to no pay. Their sacrifices now leave their religious 
communities without adequate retirement savings. Your gift 
to today’s second collection for the Retirement Fund for 
Religious helps to provide medications, nursing care, and 
more for tens of thousands of elderly religious.  

Thank you for Your Generosity!   

Won’t You 
Please 

Support the 

Retirement  

Fund for  

Religious? 

What an AWESOME Sunday we had with over 200 
volunteers who came together to help pack over 20,000 meals 
for the CRS Helping Hands meal packaging event!  A most 
heartfelt THANK YOU to you and all of you that donated so 
generously.  God was certainly smiling down on you for the 
gift you gave of yourself to those in need!    

 

You are invited to the Music Ministry's annual Festival 
of Lessons and Carols which will take place on 
December 14th at 7:30pm.  This is an evening of 
music and readings of the season presented by the  
St. Paul Choir, Children's Choir and Handbell 
Ensemble.  Admission is free. 
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I. Jeremiah 33:14-16, A Messianic Prophecy.  Reflection:  The literary 
context of this reading is within a series of prophecies Jeremiah uttered just 
before the fall of Jerusalem in about 587 BC.  While he foretold the 
destruction of the city, he also assured his hearers that the Lord would 
restore the fortunes of the doomed city through a descendant of King 
David.  It is an expression of God's Faithfulness, His ultimate care for the 
People of God, even in light of impending disaster. Now the disaster was 
about to occur specifically because the city (and the Kingdom of Judah) had 
ignored Torah; the new ruler would re-introduce righteousness and justice 
as social norms; and the city would be re-named to express its reality. In 
English, this is difficult to see; but in Hebrew, Jerusalem is "Ye-rushalem;" 
its new name would be something like "Ya-tzedikoo", which would change 
the etymology from "The Foundation of Peace" to "The Lord is our 
Righteousness." 
 
II.  1 Thessalonians 3:12-4:2, A Final Prayer for the Community.  
Reflection: Many scholars believe that 1Thessalonians as we have it is a 
compilation of two separate historical letters.  This reading is the end of 
"Letter A," though it occurs in the middle of the text handed down to us.  
We can see that it is a logical ending, where St. Paul normally prays for the 
community to which he had written.  It also includes the expectation of the 
"End Time," when Jesus returns with His holy ones.  Note that he both 

affirms that the behavior of the community was rooted in the teachings of 
Christ, (which had been entrusted to St. Paul by Christ's own authority), but 
that growth in that manner of life must still occur.  This emphasizes the 
dynamic spirituality of St. Paul; he saw the Christian life as one that was 
always "in process."  While we may have some of the essentials, we are 
never "there."  We must always continue to grow in the love of Christ, 
which is the love of others.  Life is always invested in growth. 
 
III.  Luke 21:25-28, 34-36, The “End-Time.”  Reflection:  Each of the 
Synoptic Gospels have "Apocalyptic" sections.  This is a literary genre, 
highly developed in the world of Hellenistic Jewish literature of the First 
Century.  The underlying idea is that the world is so infected by evil that 
only God can restore the primordial Justice and Righteousness that ought 
to be the model of behavior.  The 7th Chapter of the Book of Daniel is one 
model for this reading, where the Prophet sees what will happen in the End 
Time, where God will destroy evil, and where one like a "Son of Man" will 
come on clouds, and to whom will be given power and glory.  Now Luke 
uses the phrase "Son of Man" 25 times in his Gospel, referring to Jesus.  
Hence, there is no question that Luke intends for his readers to understand 
that this person is not only a charismatic leader and healer, but is the One 
who will return at the End to bring about the renewal of the earth.  Today, 
the "End Time" is not a pressing concern for most people; but the idea of 
Christ's mission to renew the face of the earth is central to our Faith. But 
instead of waiting for Christ to return on clouds, we see ourselves as His 
vehicle in history.  The "End Time" is now, when God uses us to restore 
Justice.   

Due to copyright restrictions, we are not able to print 
the Scriptures with the Reflections of Mr. John Conroy.   

Growing Your Faith!  As an adult, there are many opportunities to 
grow your faith here at St. Paul!  Fr. Bob has a class almost every 
Thursday evening at 7pm in the Family Center on the History of the 
Early Church.  Fr. George is offering a series of classes during Faith 
Formation classes so that our parents can readily attend (contact the 
Faith Formation office for the schedule).  In addition, we are blest to 

have three bible studies...Wednesday mornings at 9:00am and evenings at 7:30pm in English and our Thursday night Bible study in 
Spanish will begin in January 2019.  Our parish also supports LPMI and SEPI programs in English and Spanish to help develop lay 
pastoral ministers within the Church.  We also have a wonderful Lighthouse book and CD rack which also boasts material from 
Dynamic Catholic.  Finally, we also support FORMED, an online resource containing a wealth of material to help you grow in faith.  
Visit www.stpaulchurch.formed.org for more information.  Be involved!  Grow in your faith!  You’ll be glad you did!    

Calling all Young Adults: As a young adult, you are cordially invited to join any of our ministries.  We value your 
considerable talents and expertise.  If you are not sure of how to become more active, call Nancy at (813) 961-3023.  We 
also host three extraordinary ministries which are exclusively for young adults: The Apostles of the Eucharist meet most 
Friday evenings (merimee@verizon.net), Singles for Christ every other Thursday [call (813) 503-6460], and there is a 
group of young Hispanics who gather for adoration every Friday night.  Thank you for choosing St. Paul Catholic 
Church as your spiritual home!  

Youth in Action!  Our youth are not simply our future as a Church.  They are our present.  We encourage them to be involved in 
ministry.  First, they should be enrolled in our Faith Formation and Youth Ministry Programs.  Teens are especially encouraged to 

volunteer as a catechist or catechist assistant.  We also encourage our young people to be involved in Liturgical 
Ministry.  Starting in 2nd grade, children can sing in our Children’s Choir, and 6th, 7th and 8th graders can be 
members of our Middle School Youth Choir.  High school singers are always welcome to sing with our LifeTeen 
choir Sunday evenings.  Children in the 4th and 5th grade can assist their parents as sacristans, lectors, and 

members of our Art & Environment Ministry. In addition, 5th graders and older are encouraged to be altar servers. 8th graders and 
older are also welcome to serve as ushers or Ministers of Hospitality.  We would love all those who have been confirmed to volunteer 
as lectors and if you are in 11th or 12th grade to serve as an Extraordinary Minister of Holy Communion.  Our parish is also blessed 
with a vibrant group of American Heritage Girls and we are starting a Family Cub Scout pack.  For our teens, we not only have an 
awesome youth group, but also a very wonderful group of “Disciples of the Eucharist” who meet nearly every Friday night.  Bottom 
line...our children and youth are important members of our parish community and we are grateful for their “Yes” to the Lord! 



 

 

Courageously Living the Gospel! Page 13 

“But when these signs begin to happen, stand erect and raise your heads because your redemption is at hand” (Lk 21:28).   

Faith in Action:  “But when these signs begin to 
happen, stand erect and raise your heads because 
your redemption is at hand” (Lk 21:28).  We 
celebrate Advent each year in preparation of the 
birth of Jesus, His first coming, as we await his 

second coming. In this Advent season, use the sacrament of 
Reconciliation to strengthen your relationship with Jesus. It’s 
never too late.  

On a Lighter Note… An elderly man in Oklahoma calls his 
son in New York and says, "I hate to ruin your 
day son, but I have to tell you that your mother 
and I are getting a divorce; 45 years of marriage... 
and that much misery is enough!" "Dad, what are 
you talking about?" the son yells. "We can't stand 

the sight of each other any longer," the old dad explained. 
"We're sick of each other, and I'm sick of talking about this, so 
you call your sister in Hong Kong and tell her!". Frantic, the 
son calls his sister, who explodes on the phone. "Like heck 
they're getting divorced," she shouts, "I'll take care of this." 
She calls her elderly father immediately, and screams at him, 
"You are not getting divorced. Don't do a single thing until I 
get there. I'm calling my brother back, and we'll both be there 
tomorrow. Until then, don't do a thing, you hear me?" she 
yelled as she hung up the phone. The old man hangs up his 
phone and turns to his wife. "Okay", he says, "it's all set. 
They're both coming for Christmas and paying their own 
airfare."  

Living Faith:  On the way home, share with a 
friend or family member your favorite Advent 
memory.  Also, think about how you will 

make this Advent really special!  

Saints of God: This Saturday, December 8,  is the Feast of 
St. Nicholas, the real Santa Claus.  Nicholas was 
born in the 3rd century of a wealthy family in the 
village of Patara, now southern Turkey.  After his 
parents died in an epidemic, Nicholas dedicated his 
life to Jesus and spent all of the money caring for 
the poor, sick, and suffering.  Known for his 

holiness, he was elected Bishop of Myra.  Stories are told of his 
care for children, the poor, and sailors.  He was exiled during 
the Diocletian persecutions.  He was one of the bishops who 
created the Nicene Creed in 325.  He died on December 6, 343 
in Myra.  After his death, a miraculous healing oil exuded from 
the grave.  On this day, children all over the world leave their 
shoes by their doors, hoping that good Saint Nick would come 
and leave them a treat!  Does he visit your house?  

 

Technology Corner 

Name:   Pixmas Advent 

Format:  Phone App 

Price:  $0.00 (FREE) 

Platform:  iPhone 

REVIEW: Having trouble finding a digital Advent 

calendar that you like? Make and customize your own 

Advent calendar this season! Pixmas Advent enables you 

to create an Advent calendar utilizing 24 of your own 

photos with the ability to include text. This is an 

enjoyable and subtle way to engage your loved ones in 

faith reflection each day in a most personalized way.  

Gluten Intolerant?  If you have an adverse reaction to the 
gluten found in bread, including the Holy Eucharist, 
you have several options.  First, you are welcome to 
receive the Lord in the Precious Blood.  Remember, 
He is fully in present in the smallest drop of his 
Precious Blood as well as in the smallest particle of 

the Host.  Second, there are low-gluten or “gluten free” altar 
breads available which contain less than 0.00042% gluten.  If 
you would like to know more about the procedure we use at 
St. Paul Catholic Church to distribute the low-gluten Hosts, 
see Father Bill or call Elizabeth at (813) 961-3023. 

St. Jude the Apostle Award: For almost two decades, the 
Bishop of St. Petersburg has 
awarded the prestigious 
“Saint Jude the Apostle 
Medal” to a volunteer from 
each parish and mission in 
our diocese.  In doing so, the 
Bishop recognizes their 
distinguished and outstanding 
service to their parish and 
our diocese. It is a grateful 
acknowledgment of who 
have greatly contributed to 

greatly to the building of the Kingdom of God in our diocese 
and their community.  This year, Bishop Parkes recognized 
parishioner Jerry Harder for his incredible dedication on our 
building team.  Over the years, Jerry has assisted us with many 
of the improvements we all enjoy on our campus.  Jerry ... and 
all our other wonderful volunteers ... thank you so much for 
all you do for our parish! 


