
Second Sunday of Advent

Sunday, December 9, 2018

All are welcome!
WEEKEND MASSES
Saturday Masses
8:30 am Mass

(Morning Prayer and
Benediction 8:10 am)

Saturday Vigil Masses
5:30 pm

Missa em Português: 7:30

pm

Sunday Masses

7:30 am, 9:00 am, 10:45 am,
12:30 pm, 5:30 pm
Misa en Español: 2:00 pm

WEEKDAY MASSES
Monday to Friday
7:30 am and 12:15 pm
First Friday Mass 7:30 pm
Third Friday Mass 7:30 pm
*Fourth Friday Mass 7:30 pm
*(en

Español)

Reconciliation (Confession)

Monday to Friday 11:30 am - Noon
Saturdays 10:00 am and 4:00 pm
or upon request

Eucharistic Adoration
Monday to Thursday
8:00 am to 8:30 pm
Compline & Benediction
Friday 8:00 am to
Saturday 8:30 am Mass

Morning Prayer

Monday - Friday 7:10 am
Saturday 8:10 am

Anointing of the Sick
Every Second Saturday
of the Month at 8:30 am

Church Office Hours:

Monday - Friday 8:00 am to 4:00 pm
"Formed by Word and Sacrament, we, the people of St. Paul Catholic Church,
are a Spirit-led, Eucharist-centered, vibrant multicultural Christian
community of faith, living our love for God and neighbor while growing together as disciples of Christ."

www.StPaulChurch.com
parishcommunications@stpaulchurch.co

Growing Together in Christ!
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We’re here to serve you!
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Tampa, Florida 33618-2802
(813) 961-3023
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Fr. George Gyasi
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Deacon Ray Dever
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Parochial Vicar
Parochial Vicar
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Mental Health Support
Deacon Frank Henriquez Young Adult Ministry
Faith Formation
Carmen Cayon
Maria Mendez
Sonia Eberhardt
Theresa Adams
Stephen Watkins
Maria Costa
Sr. Theresa Betz
Silvia Rivera
Preschool
Abbie Johnson
Mindy Geer
Liturgy
Elizabeth Hays
Mary Gant
Parish Support
Michael Maloney
Barbara Gray
Nancy Kissane
Jim Kissane
Sam Mathai
Charles Yezak
Tina Bubb

Director
Baptism Coordinator
and FORMED®
Coordinator
K-5 Faith Formation
Coordinator, 1st Holy
Communion Prep
Middle School
Ministry (Confirmation)
High School Ministry
RCIA, Marriage Prep,
Adult Confirmation,
Quinceañeras
Spiritual Direction
Religious Education
Assistant (Records)
Director
Assistant Director
Liturgist, Bereavement
Ministry
Music Director
Parish Manager
Pastoral
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Ministry Director and
Stewardship
Project Manager
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Director of
Communications
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Our Vision Statement:
“Growing Together as Disciples
of Christ.”

My Dear Friends,
I pray that you have really enjoyed our first week of Advent. Between the
Family Advent Gathering, the African Mass, the Parish Mission with
Deacon Bill Ditewig, the Total Consecration to Jesus through Mary, and the
Feast of the Immaculate Conception, I’d say that we are off to a great start!
This second week of Advent, we continue with our novena in honor of Our
Lady of Guadalupe each night at 7:30pm in our beautiful Santo Niño
Shrine. This Wednesday, we celebrate her feast with a novena and
candlelight procession beginning at 6:00pm. At 7:00pm we will celebrate
the Holy Mass and afterwards there will be a reception featuring a delicious
Mexican dinner for all. Please come and bring a friend!
What is so special about Our Lady of Guadalupe, the Patroness of the
Americas? It all began on December 9, 1531, when a dark-skinned young
woman appeared to Juan Diego on Tepeyac Hill near Mexico City. Juan
Diego was a 57 year old widower and recent convert. Speaking his
language, she spoke in endearing terms and asked that a church be built
there to honor her. When Bishop Juan de Zumarraga asked for proof, she
appeared a second time, telling Juan Diego to
gather nearby roses to place in his tilma (cloak)
and take to the bishop. When Juan opened his
tilma, the roses fell out and revealed the image
shown here.
The pregnant woman was
recognized as Mary, the church was built as
requested, and people came to hear the story from St. Juan Diego. Within a
few years, millions of Mexicans converted to the faith. To this day, it
continues to be one of the largest Marian pilgrim sites in the world!
This Friday, you are invited to come at 7:30pm for our annual “Lessons and
Carols” with our 10:45 choir. It is an evening of inspirational music for the
season. This is the perfect event to invite your Catholic and non-Catholic
friends to join you!
Next Sunday, we invite the children to come and bring their “baby Jesus’”
from home for a special blessing at each Mass. After the morning Masses,
our Knights of Columbus are also offering their annual “Breakfast with
Santa.” Please come!

On an entirely different note, Nancy and Jim Kissane have recently
announced their intention to retire at the close of the month. They have
been a tremendous blessing to me and the entire parish family. Thankfully,
Laurie Erickson has graciously accepted my offer to serve as Director of
Ministries. Please join me in extending our prayerful best wishes to Nancy,
Jim, and Laurie as they begin their new chapters in their pilgrimages of life!
Let us continue to grow courageously in Christ!

Fr. Bill Swengros
Pastor

“And this is my prayer: that your love may increase ever more and more in knowledge and every kind of perception, to discern what is of value” (Phil 1:9-10).

Parish and Liturgical Events

Page 3

Advent Penance Services
The best way to
ensure there is
“room in the inn” is
to avail yourself of
the Sacrament of
Reconciliation. The
parishes in our area
have coordinated our communal
penance services. At each one there
will be priests from the other
parishes. It is our prayer that one will
be convenient for you and your
family. The schedule is as follows:

Saturday, Dec. 15 @ 11:00am
Saint Mary
Monday, Dec. 17 @ 7:00pm
Most Holy Redeemer
Tuesday, Dec. 18 @ 7:00pm
Saint Paul
Wednesday, Dec. 19 @ 7:00pm
Corpus Christi
Thursday, Dec. 20 @ 7:00pm
Saint Timothy
We also offer Confessions each
weekday (Monday - Friday) from
11:30am - 12:00pm and at 10:00am
and 4:00pm on Saturdays.
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Giving Tree

“And this is my prayer: that your love may increase ever more and more in knowledge and every kind of perception, to discern what is of value” (Phil 1:9-10).

Children's Corner
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Baptism
“Baptism incorporates us into the life, Death, and Resurrection of Christ
and the ongoing work of the Holy Spirit in the world.”
License # C HC 110273
Excellence in Catholic preschool education for over 30 years

www.StPaulCatholicPreschool.com

St. Paul Catholic Preschool
Teacher’s Corner
Advent has arrived and we are so excited at the Preschool for
the coming of our Lord and Savior. A huge hats off to Mrs.
Sisco for doing our Advent Presentation, everyone thoroughly
enjoyed her story and learning more about this time in our
Liturgical calendar. We, as adults, know how hard waiting and
being patient is, it’s even harder for children. Their whole
focus is on Christmas and presents. This Advent I challenge
you to make it more about the journey. Take time each day to
do an Advent activity, read a story or scripture together as a
family, talk about the journey Mary and Joseph took, and really
spend time preparing your hearts while teaching your children
about the waiting and preparation. If you are struggling with
idea’s or not sure how to begin this process please reach out to
me. I’d be happy to help and give suggestions. Enjoy this
time together as a family and try not to allow the hustle and
bustle of the commercial side steer you away from the true
meaning of Advent.

God reaches out to us in all kinds of ways. The desire in your
heart to baptize your child is one of them. The promises you
make for your child on this day will begin to form your child into
a faithful follower of Christ. But the day of baptism is only the
beginning of this journey. Being baptized is literally a life changing
event.
The Sacrament of Baptism at St. Paul Catholic Church takes place
on the first three Saturdays of every month in English and the
fourth Saturday of every month in Spanish. If your child is to be
baptized please call our Baptismal Coordinator, Maria
Mendez, at 813-961-3023 ext. 3311. Parents and Godparents will
be asked to attend a baptismal preparation class.

HOLIDAY GIFT FUNDRAISER

If you are interested in joining our amazing Preschool family
please consider putting our Open House on your calendar, it
will be Tuesday, January 29th from 9-11am and Wednesday,
January 30th from 9-11am & 5-6pm. Watch the bulletin and
website for further information.

Contact us!
Preschool Office: (813) 264-3314
Email: Director@StPaulChurch.com

Support the St. Paul Catholic Preschool!
Order your Holiday Wreaths online at:
www.MickmanHolidaysGifts.com
When placing your order, please be sure
to use coupon code: STPAULFL009
For more information, please email Emily at:
EmilyLynch813@gmail.com

Liturgy Corner
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Mass Intentions for the Week of December 9th
Saturday, December 8, 2018
8:30 am
Lucy Nguyen +
12:15pm Zobada and Boysie Supersad +
5:30 pm Carl Jones, Jr. +
7:30 pm Guillermo Otiniano +
Sunday, December 9, 2018
Second Sunday of Advent

7:30 am
Jaroslaw Paul Miernik +
9:00 am
Mike Land +
10:45 am Joseph Kosiorek +
12:30 pm St. Paul Parishioners (int.)
2:00 pm Maria Quintana (int.)
5:30 pm Norianne Hyde +
Monday, December 10, 2018
7:30 am
Guillermo Otiniano +
12:15 pm Deceased Members of the Cadena, Gomez & Ramirez Family+
Tuesday, December 11, 2018
Saint Damasus I, Pope

7:30 am
Joe and Ruth Rattelsdorfer +
12:15 pm Mark Willett (int.)
Wednesday, December 12, 2018
Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe

7:30 am
12:15 pm
7:30pm

Consecrated Life and Priestly Vocations (int.)
Ruben Fagundo +
St. Paul Parishioners (int.)

Thursday, December 13, 2018

Memorial of Saint Lucy, Virgin and Martyr

7:30 am
Staff and Patients of St. Lucy’s Vision Center (int.)
12:15pm Lucy Nguyen +
Friday, December 14, 2018
Memorial of Saint John of the Cross, Priest and Doctor of the Church

7:30 am
Mr. and Mrs. Esteban Pelaez (int.)
12:15 pm John Cucchiara +
Saturday, December 15, 2018
8:30 am
Edward McDonnell +
5:30 pm Miriam Merrill +
7:30 pm Charlotte Jones +
Sunday, December 16, 2018
Third Sunday of Advent

7:30 am
9:00 am
10:45 am
12:30 pm
2:00 pm
5:30 pm

Edward Bereski, Sr. +
24th Anniversary of Gerardo & Liliana Hernandez
Ismael Baez +
Luis Felipe Perez +
St. Paul Parishioners (int.)
Victor Torres (int.)

Readings for the Week of December 9th
Sunday
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday

Second Sunday of Advent
Bar 5:1-9; Ps 126:1-2, 2-3, 4-5, 6; Phil 1:4-6, 8-11; Lk 3:1-6
Is 35:1-10; Ps 85:9ab and 10, 11-12, 13-14; Lk 5:17-26
Is 40:1-11; Ps 96:1-2, 3 and 10ac, 11-12, 13; Mt 18:12-14
Zec 2:14-17 or Rv 11:19a; 12:1-6a, 10ab; Jdt 13:18bcde,
19; Lk 1:26-38 or Lk 1:39-47
Is 41:13-20; Ps 145:1 and 9, 10-11, 12-13ab; Mt 11:11-15
Is 48:17-19; Ps 1:1-2, 3, 4 and 6; Mt 11:16-19
Sir 48:1-4, 9-11; Ps 80:2ac and 3b, 15-16, 18-19;
Mt 17:9a, 10-13
Third Sunday of Advent
Zep 3:14-18a; Is 12:2-3, 4, 5-6; Phil 4:4-7; Lk 3:10-18

Pope Francis: “We may think that we

give glory to God only by our worship
and prayer, or simply by following certain
ethical norms. It is true that the primacy
belongs to our relationship with God, but we cannot forget
that the ultimate criterion on which our lives will be judged
is what we have done for others. Prayer is most precious, for
it nourishes a daily commitment to love. Our worship
becomes pleasing to God when we devote ourselves to
living generously, and allow God’s gift, granted in prayer, to
be shown in our concern for our brothers and
sisters.” (Pope Francis, Gaudete et Exsultate, 104).

Words of Wisdom: Words of Wisdom: “Strive to preserve
your heart in peace; let no event of this world disturb it.”

- St. John of the Cross

Faith and Reason: Roger Bacon, OFM

(c.1214–1294) ‑ Friar Bacon was often
called the Doctor Mirabilis or wonderful
teacher. He was member of the Franciscan
order and an English philosopher and
expert on Aristotle. Pope Clement IV asked
him to write on the relationship between
Philosophy and Theology. Bacon is known
for his emphasis on the study of nature
through empiricism and has been presented as one of the
earliest advocates of the modern scientific method. His
writings include philosophy, theology, mathematics, optics,
alchemy, astrology, and the reform of the Julian calendar.
Bacon is considered to be the first European to describe how
to make gunpowder! He was also a visionary; predicting the
invention of the submarine, automobile, and airplane. Friar
Bacon is a wonderful example of the harmony between faith
and reason!

Thought for the Day: “Contemplation is nothing else but a
secret, peaceful, and loving infusion of God, which if
admitted, will set the soul on fire with the Spirit of love.”
– St. John of the Cross

Saints of God: This Friday is the Feast of St. John of the
Cross (1541-1591). St. John was a good friend
of St. Teresa of Avila and together, were
responsible for the reform of the Carmelite
order. Unfortunately, his efforts were not well
received and he was even imprisoned by his
Order in a small, dark, and humid “cell.” His
only companion was his God. In this “dark
night of the soul,” he grew into one of the most profound
mystics the world has ever known. For John, the cross leads
to resurrection, agony to ecstacy, darkness to light,
abandonment to possession, and denial of self to union with
God. If you are interested in some wonderful spiritual food,
read his poetry!

“And this is my prayer: that your love may increase ever more and more in knowledge and every kind of perception, to discern what is of value” (Phil 1:9-10).

Ministries in Action!
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Society of St. Vincent De Paul
Pantry Hours
Monday & Thursday 9:00 am - 12:00 pm
Assistance Line: (813) 264-3325

Our St. Vincent de Paul Food Pantry feeds more than 60
families each week. Feeding so many, our pantry shelves don’t
stay full for very long. If you would like to help, food
donations can be left in the marked baskets in the church
Narthex.
You may prefer to make a monetary donation in the poor box
located in the Narthex. Please make sure to specify SSVDP
in the memo line for check donations or you may use an
offertory envelope and make sure to label it SSVDP for cash
donations. Thank you for your generosity!

You are invited to the Music Ministry's annual Festival
of Lessons and Carols which will take place on
December 14th at 7:30pm. This is an evening of
music and readings of the season presented by the St.
Paul Choir, Children's Choir and Handbell
Ensemble. Admission is free.

Wish List This Week:
Canned Fruit, Boxed Rice and Black Beans
Thank you for your generosity! ~ SVdP Society
Please note we are unable to use expired items.

Shawls of Hope: Inviting knitters and
crocheters to create shawls and baby blankets
as a source of comfort and prayer. Next
meeting is Friday, December 14th at
10:00am in the Parish Center, Room E.

Young at Heart Senior Ministry

Come Join Us For The Movie

WHITE CHRISTMAS
Tuesday , December 11th
Following the 12:15 pm Mass
at the Family Center
A light lunch will be provided. The event is free for anyone
age 55+. Please RSVP by calling (813) 383-6867.

Bereavement Ministry of St. Paul
Our ministry offers God’s healing love through
emotional, physical, mental and spiritual comfort.
Join us for our next meeting on Tuesday, December
11th. For more information regarding the
Bereavement Ministry, please call Diana at 813-

St. Francis of Assisi Ministry
The St. Francis of Assisi Ministry is accepting
prayer requests from those who are coping
with the loss of a pet or struggling with their
pet’s illness. Please submit your prayer request
to: stfrancisministry@stpaulchurch.com
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Growing Together in Christ!

Please keep all servicemen and women in your
prayers, especially those from our church family:
Dylan Anthony Agnes, PVT, US Army
Timothy O’Loughlin, Ensign, USCG
Hans C. Arcand, 2nd LT, USAF
Martin O. Reina, USCG
Patrick Rose, CPT PA, US Army
Nicholas Ringo III, US Navy
Mathew M Colon, SGT, US Army
Michael Dunkelberger, MSGT, USAF
Christopher A. Garcia, LTJG, U.S. Navy
Richard Majette, CPT, USMC
Katrina Monti, CPT, PA US Army
Richard Sison Jr, 2nd LT, USAF
Matthew Mooney, CPT, USAF
Curtis Gardner, SGT, USAF
Adriana Trigg, USAF
Anthony Mazzie, US Army
Luis Luccani, SGT, US Navy
Austin Jacob Ferlita, PVT2s, US Army
Josh C. Seal, PO, U.S. Navy
Corinna Fleischmann, CDR, USCG
Morganne Oyler, U.S. Navy
Sean C. Andino, LTJG, U.S. Navy
Thomas Krasnicki, LT, U.S. Navy
Brett Smith, USMC
Dominick J. Agnes III, SGT, USMC
Brian J. Babin, SS, USMC
Spencer M. Brown, PVT, U.S. Army
John Erickson, Cpl U.S. Army
Jacob Torrens, Pvt., U.S. Army
Cody Rigney, LT, U.S. Navy
Adam Tapia, LT, U.S, Army
Jason Mitchell, WO4, U.S. Army
Alexander Maldonado, Captain, USAF
We pray for the repose of the souls of those recently
departed: Lynn Bartolotta, Michael Songy, Esteban Delfin
Leyva Torres, Joseph Fritz Laurenceau, Gary Klunk, Enrique
A. Crosas, Molly Sperr, Antonio Rivera Medina, Rose Longo
Matassini, Sheila Norris, Carmen Wiesen, Catherine Bennett,
and Tatiana Alvarado.
Please remember in your prayers those with
particular health needs: Rosemary Fenton, Freida
Cardona, Mary García, Lucy Rosario, Adeliza Bacon,
Suzette Hillis, Bill Kollner, Monica Bencomo,
Marian Mullen and Denise Hutek.

Deo Gratias! The Season of Advent is filled with

so many wonderful activities to enrich our faith.
They are only possible because we are blest as a
parish with a wonderful staff and exceptionally gifted
and generous volunteers. As you attend these events, be sure
to thank the volunteers and all those who made it possible!
This week we received bulletins from New Jersey and Florida.
Thank you for sharing bulletins from your travels with us!

December 9: Spanish Christmas Pageant
from 3:00pm - 5:00pm; December 12: Our Lady
of Guadalupe - Rosary, Chaplet and procession
with candles at 6:00pm with bilingual Mass at
7:00pm; December 14: Lessons and Carols - Story
of Our Faith at 7:30pm.; December 14 - 22: Christmas
Novena for Brazilian Community - Novena de Natal;
December 15 - 23: Christmas Novena for Filipino
Community; December 16: Third Sunday of Advent Gaudete (children may bring their baby Jesus for a blessing);
December 16: Breakfast with Santa from 7:00am - 12:30pm;
December 16: CCW Christmas Party at 2:00pm; December
16: Simbang Gabi Mass - 7:00pm Novena, 7:30pm Mass,
reception in Family Center after Mass; December 16 - 24:
Christmas Novena for Spanish Community; December 18:
Communal Penance Service at 7:00pm; December 21:
Preschool Christmas Program at 10:00am; December 21:
Fourth Anniversary Mass for Our Lady of Good Health 7:00pm Novena, 7:30pm Mass (at the Shrine of Our Lady of
Good Health), reception after Mass in the Parish Center;
December 22: Brazilian Christmas Novena - Novena at
7:00pm, Mass at 7:30pm, Reception after Mass in the Parish
Center; December 22 - 23: Fourth Sunday of Advent;
December 24 - January 4: Preschool Vacation.

Looking Ahead!

Ask It Basket: “Bravo! Bravissimo! I attended Mass on

Saturday evening November 11, 2018.
Although it is not the first time that I
followed your "teaching Mass", I know that
it is indeed beneficial to hear and see such
teaching in order to make the service more meaningful.
Throughout your teaching, some questions popped in
my head and one in particular: why do we bow our head
when saying Jesus 'name, or the Son's, but not when we
mention the Father and the Holy Spirit? I feel somewhat
irreverent to the other two Persons. I understand that the Son
is the one who died so that we can live, yet...” Good question!
Actually we are called to bow our heads as a sign of reverence
and honor whenever the three Divine Persons are named
together, at the name of Jesus, of the Blessed Virgin Mary, and
of the Saint in whose honor the Masss is being celebrated
(General Instruction, 275). Why the name of Jesus alone and
not the Father or Holy Spirit is a good question. My guess is
that the practice is rooted in scripture (Phil 2:10) and the
desire to avoid excessive number of bows. (If you have a
question for the Ask It Basket, please contact
FrBill@StPaulChurch.com).

“And this is my prayer: that your love may increase ever more and more in knowledge and every kind of perception, to discern what is of value” (Phil 1:9-10).
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St. Paul Faith Formation

We are rooted in Faith and growing in grace

 Faith Formation Important Dates

A message to Faith Formation Parents...

December 16 - 19: Last Day of Faith Formation
Classes for Christmas Break
December 17:
Dress Rehearsal for Christmas
Pageant in Church (All participants must attend!)
7:00pm - 7:30pm
January 6 - 9: Classes Resume

If you are interested in having your child participate in
one of our Christmas Pageants as Joseph, Mary, the
Innkeeper, the Angel Gabriel, one of the three kings,
shepherds or lambs, please call the Faith Formation
Office to reserve your date. We need children for the
December 24th Masses at 4:00pm and 6:00pm. Please
sign your child up now in our Faith Formation Office
or call Sonia Eberhardt at (813) 961-3023 for more info.

A THANK YOU FROM THE DIRECTOR
Thank you to the Advent Committee and Faith Formation
team for coordinating our Annual Advent Gathering...a
beautiful night of fellowship, singing and sharing of foods
and traditions from our various countries. We also
recognized our catechists who share our faith stories with
our children each week. Lastly, thank you Fr. Bill and Fr.
Bob for sharing and blessing us this wonderful evening!

Adult Faith Formation Classes for Parent of Grades K-5
(Coincides with Student’s Session 19)
Day
Sunday
Monday
Tuesday

Date
1/6/18
1/7/18
1/8/18

Time
10:30am-11:15am
4:30pm-5:00pm
6:15pm-7:00pm

Location
FC #3
Church
Church

Adult Faith Formation Classes for Parent of Grades 6-8
Day
Sunday
Monday
Wednesday

Date
12/16/18
12/17/18
12/19/18

Time
4:15pm-5:00pm
6:15-7:00pm
6:15-7:00pm

Location
Pavilion
Church
Church

Sunday
Monday
Wednesday

1/13/19
1/14/19
1/16/19

4:15pm-5:00pm
6:15pm-7:00pm
6:15pm-7:00pm

FC #2
Church
Church

Advent Wreath Blessing
Prayer for Week 2: O God, who sent John the Baptist
to proclaim a baptism of repentance, let these two
candles prepare the way for the Lord within us. Forgive
our sins and fill us with your Holy Spirit. Make us ready
to celebrate the birth of our Savior. Through Christ our
Lord. Amen.

Announcements
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Passion Play 2020! Join us for an amazing pilgrimage
to Bavaria, Austria, and Hungary!
Every ten years for hundreds of
years, the small Bavarian town of
Oberammergau hosts a Passion
Play for all the world. We will
also visit the medieval city of
Innsbruck, the baroque Benedictine Abbey of Ettal, the
romantic castle of Neuschwanstein before embarking on
a cruise up the Danube...visiting such picturesque cities
as Nuremberg (pictured), Regensburg, Passau, Melk,
Vienna, and Budapest! Be sure to reserve your spots
now as there are limited spots.

Call Margie at 1-800-644-4659
for more information
Counseling Services

Offered by Dr. Pat Berne
Please call (813) 961-3023 to make an appointment

“IN THE WILDFLOWERS”
RETREAT
“In the Wildflowers” is for
women who have suffered
childhood sexual abuse. This
10-week private retreat will be
held in Tampa on Saturdays beginning in January 2019.
If you are interested in participating in this women’s
retreat please contact Cathy at (813)843-8969 or via
email at: wildflowersretreats@gmail.com or visit our
website at: https://www.wildflowersretreat.org

Wednesday, Dec. 12th
7:30pm
Parish Center, Room E
For more information please contact:
Lora Goins via email at: loragoins@netscape.net

Legal Consultation and Referral Service
Every Monday by appointment only
Please call 813-961-3023

Divorced and Separated Support Group

This ministry provides caring support for both women and
men experiencing separation or divorce. The group meets
every Friday night at 7:30pm in the St. Paul Parish Center.
You may come as often as you would like...every week, once a
month or whenever it is convenient for you. No charges/no
fees. All are welcome! For more information and to answer
any questions, please call Don Hemke at 813-205-1735.

AA Meetings: Do you feel your life is out of control? Is

/// /// /// JAMAICA MISSION /// /// ///

We will continue collecting
donations of small household items (especially
twin extra long sheets and dining sets) at the
Parish Center reception area every Friday in
December from 10:00am - 12:00pm. A ministry member
will be present to receive your donations. Thank you!

Come join us to serve the poorest of the poor in Kingston,
Jamaica.
Support the Missionaries of the Poor by donating:
▪ Men’s Briefs (S, M, L)
▪ Colored T-Shirts
▪ Men’s T-Shirts (S, M, L)
▪ Shorts
▪ White T-Shirts (S, M, L)
▪ Long pants (Khaki) (sizes - 30, 32, 34, 36, 38)
Please drop off the donated items at our next meeting on
Sunday December 30th at 4:00pm
Location: Family Center, Section 3
Mission Travel Dates: February 4th to 10th, 2019
Contact: JamaicaMission@StPaulChurch.com

Alcohol ruining your life? Help is here! Our parish is blest to
host weekly Alcoholics Anonymous meetings on every
Wednesday at 8:15pm in the St Michael Cabin. For more
information, call 813-933-9123. May God bless you!

Home Makers of Hope:

“And this is my prayer: that your love may increase ever more and more in knowledge and every kind of perception, to discern what is of value” (Phil 1:9-10).

Stewardship: A Way of Life
Courtyard Memorial Pavers
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Coffee & Donuts Today
Hosted by

MDS
Diálogo Matrimonial en Español

Are you looking for something special to give
to a family member this Christmas?
You can now remember a loved one, living or deceased,
or memorialize an important life event through the
Courtyard memorial pavers. Each paver is engraved
with your special inscription. We are so fortunate to
have a beautiful courtyard.
And, you have the
opportunity to pick an area that is special to you.
Pavers are $250 each. Each paver is 6” x 9” with three
lines of inscription available. What a beautiful gift this
would make!
For more information or a flyer, contact Nancy at
jnkissane@stpaulchurch.com or call 961-3023.

You will often see the red shirts of the MDS
members at St. Paul’s giving of their time and
talent to the parish. The purpose of their group
is to strengthen the formation of better Catholic
families and inspire and invite couples to
receive the sacrament of marriage. Please stop by and say
hello and Thank You for all that they do and find out more
about their ministry.
For More Information Contact Miguel & Mati Gomez at
dialogomatrimonial-esp@stpaulchurch.com

Aging religious need your help. Senior Catholic sisters,
brothers, and religious order priests ministered for years for
little to no pay. Their sacrifices now leave their religious
communities without adequate retirement savings. Your gift to
today’s second collection for the Retirement Fund for
Religious helps to provide medications, nursing care, and
more for tens of thousands of elderly religious.
Thank you for Your Generosity!

Leave a Legacy … Won’t you consider leaving
a legacy by including St. Paul Church in your
will? For additional info please call

A Stewardship Moment …
In today’s second reading, Saint Paul prays with joy and
confidence for his friends in the Christian community at
Philippi. He is encouraged that the community has
partnered with him to proclaim the Gospel. He sees
Christ’s active presence and plan of salvation at work in the
community. God’s overarching plan is unclear to us.
 But when we see evidence of God working through
others, doesn’t it give us reason to hope that Christ is
alive among us?
 Does the witness of others help our own prayer lives?
 Does it inspire us to be partners with others in
promoting the Gospel?
Food for thought in this second week of Advent.

Michael Maloney at 961-3023 or
e-mail: mmaloney@stpaulchurch.com

Sign up for Online giving!
It’s simple and convenient. Go
to:

StPaulChurch.com

Weekly Offertory
Sunday,December 2, 2018
Offertory: $33,174
Online Giving: $6,225
Attendance: 3,416
Envelopes: 824

Thank you for your generosity!

Page 12
Page 12

Supercharge Your Faith!

Supercharge Your Faith! Are you interested in growing ever deeper in love with our Lord? There are a number of special
opportunities in the coming months to help you grow in faith. Mark your calendars and please plan on coming!

Serve the Poor with Joy! Come join us as we join Fr. Richard Ho Lung and the Missionaries of the Poor as
they care for the poorest of the poor in Jamaica from February 4-10, 2019. For more information, please write
JamaicanMission@stpaulchurch.com.
8th Annual Tampa Bay Catholic Men's Conference will be held on Sunday, February 10 from 8:00am 3:00pm at Higgins Hall. This year features Jeff Cavins, Fr Dwight Longenecket, and John Pridmore. For more
information and tickets, please visit SuncoastCatholicMinistries.com.
Annual Lenten Mission with Fr. Larry Richards will be held Monday through Wednesday, March 25-28 at
7:00pm. This will be one mission you will definitely NOT want to miss!
Eucharistic Congress will be held March 29-30, 2019, in Jacksonville, Florida. We are hoping to rent a bus
and visit St. Augustine before the Congress starts Friday evening. The Congress has programs for kids, teens,
adults in English, and adults in Spanish. There will be nationally recognized speakers, musicians, and a Catholic
goods and book expo. It is one annual event you won’t want to miss! Watch the bulletin for details.
Franciscan Center. The Franciscan Center is located on the beautiful Hillsborough River just minutes away
from St. Paul Catholic Church. The center offers retreats throughout the year. For more information, please
visit: www.franciscancentertampa.org.

May God bless us as we “Courageously live the Gospel!” (PS If I missed your retreat, please let me know! – Fr. Bill)
Due to copyright restrictions, we are not Affectionate Greeting.
able to print the Scriptures with the
Reflection: The church in Philippi was
Reflections of Mr. John Conroy.
very close to St. Paul. It is likely that it

I. Baruch 5:1-9.
A Prophetic
Address to Jerusalem.
Reflection: The literary addressees of
the Book of Baruch is to the exiled
Jerusalemites in Babylon. What we read
is that portion of the book that
addresses personified Jerusalem,
assuring it of God's fidelity, and advising
it to dress for a joyous celebration of
God's glory and justice. The author
urges Jerusalem to put on the "diadem
of glory of the Everlasting One," which
r e f e r s to t h e h e a d p i e c e G o d
commanded Moses to make for Aaron,
the first High Priest, and which had
inscribed on it, "Holy to the Lord."
Perhaps we must see personified
Jerusalem as representing the People of
God. They were exiled because they
were unfaithful to God's Torah, but they
were still a Holy People. Despite their
sins, God would care for His People,
flattening each mountain and filling in
each valley, to make a "way" Israel to
walk in God's glory. Recall that we are
the spiritual descendants of Israel; we
will see the "light of His glory."
II. Philippians, 1:4-6, 8-11. A Warm,

was the first church founded in Europe,
after St. Paul traveled from Asia (now
Turkey) to Philippi. His other letters
indicate that even after he left, the
church in Philippi sent him money so he
could carry out his work. His warm
language reflects the mutual affection
they shared. We note two important
points: A) St. Paul hoped that the new
knowledge and insight that they had
would result in an overflow of love.
The knowledge of Jesus Christ that he
brought was not knowledge for its own
sake, but to produce a deepening of the
love within the community. B) He twice
mentions the "Day of Christ," indicating
an expectation of Jesus' return, the
"Parousia." Early Christians had a
strong sense of the End Times, when
Christ, as God's Messiah, would return
to bring peace and justice, and when
Christ would subdue all the powers of
evil in the world.
III. Luke 3:1-6 The Precursor.
Reflection: First, we have a rare
example of a date in Scripture: Caesar
Augustus died on August 19, 14 AD,
and Tiberius immediately assumed the
Principate. Hence, the "fifteenth year"

of Tiberius was likely sometime in 28-29
AD (because no one is certain how Luke
counted years; i.e., was the period
August 19 to December 31st counted as
one year...or no year?)
More
importantly, the role of John the Baptist
is the one who quotes the words of
Isaiah, which reflect the words we read
in Baruch above: Prepare the way for
the Lord. Note the "transformation"
language: mountains being leveled,
valleys filled in; the shape of the world
would be altered irrevocably. Could it be
that the "way of the Lord" was precisely
that transformation? Nothing would
ever be the same; the "Way" (as early
Christians defined themselves) would
have cosmic effect. While this is often
read as describing the preparation for a
"triumphal procession," it may also
reflect the transformation of the planet
occasioned by the Incarnation.

“And this is my prayer: that your love may increase ever more and more in knowledge and every kind of perception, to discern what is of value” (Phil 1:9-10).

Courageously Living the Gospel!
“And this is my prayer: that
your love may increase ever more and more in
knowledge and every kind of perception, to
discern what is of value” (Phil 1:9-10). Glittery
holiday ads can blind us to our stewardship values
and distort our needs and wants. It is important that during
this season of endless buying we remember that each of us
also has the need to give back to God and to those that are in
need.

Faith in Action:

Offertory Gifts: Our ushers are looking for

parishioners to volunteer to bring up the offertory
gifts. Next Sunday, why not ask them if they need
help. Peace!
Please check in on
your neighbors. Is there an elderly or
homebound person you can help? Perhaps
they need a ride to church or if you are
going to the stores, you can pick up
something for them. Another idea is simply
to call them daily to make sure they are okay and that they
know someone cares. Remember ... all of us are called to be
the Good Samaritan!

Love Thy Neighbor!

Let Your Light Shine! Don’t hide your light under
a bushel basket! We all want to hear about the
exciting things Christ is doing through your ministry!
Submit your bulletin or web notes to Charles in the
parish office and be sure to include lots of pictures!
Let your light shine!

FINANCIAL PEACE
UNIVERSITY WORKSHOP

What if you were following a plan for your money that you
KNEW worked? With Dave Ramsey’s Financial Peace
University, you CAN take control of your money, get out of
debt, and create a plan for your future.
Starting January 24, 2019
Thursday Evening Sessions at 7:00 pm
Parish Center - Room “H”
To register, please call Maria Costa at 813-961-3023 ext. 3305 or
go the link : https://fpu.com/1077793
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Living Faith: Today the Church introduces

John the Baptist to us so that we may better
prepare for the Advent of Christ. How might
you better “prepare the way of the Lord?”

Of the Divine Word

Pregnant with the holy
Word will come the Virgin
walking down the road
if you will take her in.

On a Lighter Note…At Sunday school, the younger children
were drawing pictures illustrating Biblical
stories. The teacher walked by and noticed one
little boy was drawing an airplane! "Oh, what
Bible story are you drawing?" she asked. "This
is the Flight into Egypt," the little boy
answered. "See, here is Mary, Joseph and baby Jesus. And
this," he said, pointing to the front of the plane, "is Pontius.
He's the Pilot."

Technology Corner

CHRISTMAS MOVIE REVIEWS FROM THE

Website: http://www.usccb.org/media/
movie-reviews/christmas-movies.cfm

REVIEW: Having trouble finding a family Christmas
movie this season? Visit the United States Conference of
Catholic Bishops (USCCB) Movie Review Website and
check out 20 recommended movies based on moral and
artistic suitability. The site contains the USCCB rating,
the Motion Picture Association of America rating and a
brief synopsis of the movie. Browse your TV listings,
store shelves or your movie service website to find one
of these Christmas gems to share with your family this
December!

