
Fourth Sunday of Advent

Sunday, December 23, 2018

All are welcome!
WEEKEND MASSES
Saturday Masses
8:30 am Mass

(Morning Prayer and
Benediction 8:10 am)

Saturday Vigil Masses
5:30 pm

Missa em Português: 7:30

pm

Sunday Masses

7:30 am, 9:00 am, 10:45 am,
12:30 pm, 5:30 pm
Misa en Español: 2:00 pm

WEEKDAY MASSES
Monday to Friday
7:30 am and 12:15 pm
First Friday Mass 7:30 pm
Third Friday Mass 7:30 pm
*Fourth Friday Mass 7:30 pm
*(en

Español)

Reconciliation (Confession)

Monday to Friday 11:30 am - Noon
Saturdays 10:00 am and 4:00 pm
or upon request

Eucharistic Adoration
Monday to Thursday
8:00 am to 8:30 pm
Compline & Benediction
Friday 8:00 am to
Saturday 8:30 am Mass

Morning Prayer

Monday - Friday 7:10 am
Saturday 8:10 am

Anointing of the Sick
Every Second Saturday
of the Month at 8:30 am

Church Office Hours:

Monday - Friday 8:00 am to 4:00 pm
"Formed by Word and Sacrament, we, the people of St. Paul Catholic Church,
are a Spirit-led, Eucharist-centered, vibrant multicultural Christian
community of faith, living our love for God and neighbor while growing together as disciples of Christ."

www.StPaulChurch.com
parishcommunications@stpaulchurch.com

Growing Together in Christ!
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We’re here to serve you!
St. Paul Catholic Church
12708 N. Dale Mabry Hwy.
Tampa, Florida 33618-2802
(813) 961-3023
www.StPaulChurch.com
Clergy
Fr. Bill Swengros
Fr. George Gyasi
Fr. Robert Romaine
Deacon Carlos Celaya
Deacon Ray Dever

Pastor
Parochial Vicar
Parochial Vicar
RCIA
Mental Health Support
Deacon Frank Henriquez Young Adult Ministry
Faith Formation
Carmen Cayon
Maria Mendez
Sonia Eberhardt
Theresa Adams
Stephen Watkins
Maria Costa
Sr. Theresa Betz
Silvia Rivera
Preschool
Abbie Johnson
Mindy Geer
Liturgy
Elizabeth Hays
Mary Gant
Parish Support
Michael Maloney
Barbara Gray
Nancy Kissane
Laurie Erickson
Jim Kissane
Sam Mathai
Charles Yezak
Tina Bubb

Director
Baptism Coordinator
and FORMED®
Coordinator
K-5 Faith Formation
Coordinator, 1st Holy
Communion Prep
Middle School
Ministry (Confirmation)
High School Ministry
RCIA, Marriage Prep,
Adult Confirmation,
Quinceañeras
Spiritual Direction
Religious Education
Assistant (Records)
Director
Assistant Director
Liturgist, Bereavement
Ministry
Music Director
Parish Manager
Pastoral
Administrative
Assistant (Scheduling)
Ministry Director and
Stewardship
Ministry Director
(In training)

Project Manager
Maintenance
Director of
Communications
Finance Office

Our Vision Statement:
“Growing Together as Disciples
of Christ.”

My Dear Friends,
As we light the fourth candle of our Advent wreath, we are waiting in
breathless hope for the celebration of the Birth of Christ in just a few
days time. My prayer is that our annual Advent pilgrimage has been a
blessing to you and your loved ones and has filled you with a peace and
joy only Christ can give.
Christmas is a time when we thank God for the gifts we have received ...
especially the gift of our Savior, Jesus Christ and the gift of loved ones
who fill our lives with so much joy. I pray that this Christmas will be
one of greatest blessings for all of you!
We are blessed with many opportunities to worship the Lord this
Christmas:
Monday, Christmas Eve


4:00pm English: Church and Family Center - with children’s
pageants!



6:00pm English: Church with a children’s pageant



6:00pm Portuguese: Family Center with a children’s pageant



8:00pm English: Church with LifeTeen choir!



12:00pm English: Church - Music prelude beginning at 11:15pm

Tuesday, Christmas Day


7:30am English: Church



9:00am English: Church with a children’s pageant



10:45pm English: Church with the 10:45 choir



12:30pm English: Church with the contemporary choir



2:00pm Spanish: Church with a children’s pageant

*NOTE: There will not be a 5:30 pm Mass on Christmas Day.

I encourage you to come early and bring your family and friends. There
is extra parking in the Medical Center south of PDQ.
Friday is the Feast of the Holy Innocents. In honor of these children,
we are hosting a special bilingual Mass at 7:30 pm for those who have
lost a child. The evening will begin at 7:00 pm with the Rosary. A
reception hosted by the Hispanic liturgical ministries will follow. If you
or someone you know has lost a child for any reason, please come!
Next weekend, is the Feast of the Holy Family. Please invite your entire
family to come together for a special blessing at each Mass.
May God bless you!

Fr. Bill Swengros
Pastor

“For behold, when the voice of your greeting came to my ears, the babe in my womb leaped for joy” (Lk 1:44).

Parish and Liturgical Events
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Feast of the
Holy Innocents
7:00pm on Friday,
December 28th
Join us for an evening of prayer and reflection on the
Feast of the Holy Innocents on Friday, December 28,
2018 at 7:00pm.

Christmas Eve and
Christmas Day
Mass Schedule
Monday, December 24th
Christmas Eve
4:00 pm - Church and Family Center
6:00 pm - Church (English)
6:00 pm - Family Center (Portuguese)
8:00 pm - Life Teen
Midnight* (12:00 am)

The Christmas season is a joyous time, but it can also
be sorrowful for those who are experiencing the loss
of a child. On December 28th, please join us in
commemorating the earthly life of all children who
left this world too soon, no matter what the age or
circumstances, and to celebrate their eternal life with
Jesus in heaven.
Our bilingual service (Spanish/English) begins with
the Rosary at 7:00pm followed by Mass in the
Church. Dedication of the Shrine of Our Lady of La
Leche will take place immediately after Mass, with a
reception for all in the Family Center. If you are able,
please bring a small baby item for our offertory
basket. This event is hosted by the Spanish and
Respect Life Ministries and will be held in conjunction
with the traditional Fourth Friday Spanish Mass.

Mary,
Mother of God:
Holy Day of
Obligation

Note: *Christmas Music begins at 11:15 pm

Tuesday, December 25th
Christmas Day
7:30 am
9:00 am
10:45 am

12:30 pm
2:00 pm (Spanish)

Monday
December 31st
Vigil Masses

Tuesday
January 1st
Masses

5:30pm

9:00am
12:30pm
2:00pm (Spanish)
5:30pm

**Note: No 5:30 pm Mass on Monday, December 25th

7:30pm

All are welcome!

11:30pm
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Courageously Living the Gospel!

Aggregation of the Blessed Sacrament
Saint Peter Julian Eymard was a priest on fire with a passion to make known the
love of God present in the Blessed Sacrament. Great social upheaval in France in
the 1800s left the Church in shambles expressed by clergy persecution and
indifference toward the Blessed Sacrament. Father Eymard knew the remedy
would be found when people would once again experience the love of God in
worship and in the prayer of Christ’s self-giving sacrifice in the Eucharist. He
gathered men and women companions who dedicated themselves in adoration of
the Blessed Sacrament for the healing of humanity. They were to become zealous
promoters of this divine love of Christ hidden in the humble appearance of the
bread of the Eucharist. The fruit of his vision is realized in two congregations of
religious men and women and in a third branch of an aggregation of the laity.
In October 2018, St. Paul Catholic Church committed to extending the days and times of adoration of
the Blessed Sacrament. We wish to share with you a monthly formation and discernment process to
place the Eucharist at the center of your life. This stage of enrichment is guided with reading materials
and a once a month period of prayer and reflection. This time will prepare you if so called to make a
public promise to embrace the Rule of Life for Associates and become a member of the Eymardian
family, giving yourself to the ministry of Eucharistic Evangelizing.
On January 17, 2019, at 1:00pm, an informational session will be held in the St. Paul Catholic Church
Family Center for those who would like to learn more about the vision of St. Peter Julian and the laity
branch of the Aggregation of the Blessed Sacrament. For more information and/or to signup for this
life-changing experience please contact Laura Worhacz via email at Laurajmj33@gmail.com.

Blessing of Homes
On January 5, 2019, the priests
and deacons of St. Paul Catholic
Church will be traveling around
the community, blessing the
homes of parishioners. If you are
interested in having your house blessed on
January 5th, please visit the front page of the St.
Paul website to signup. Please note that we
may not be able to accommodate all requests
that are submitted. Before registering, please
understand that you must be available at your
home between the hours of 11:00am - 4:00pm
on January 5, 2019.

“For behold, when the voice of your greeting came to my ears, the babe in my womb leaped for joy” (Lk 1:44).

Children's Corner
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Baptism
“Baptism incorporates us into the life, Death, and Resurrection of Christ
and the ongoing work of the Holy Spirit in the world.”
License # C HC 110273
Excellence in Catholic preschool education for over 30 years

www.StPaulCatholicPreschool.com

St. Paul Catholic Preschool
Teacher’s Corner
Advent at St. Paul Catholic Preschool...

Visit any of our preschool classrooms during the month of
December and you will find seasonal decorations, child crafted
ornaments and at least one nativity scene. You also will find an
Advent wreath to help the children count down the weeks to
Christmas. The visuals and activities in each classroom help us
prepare our children to celebrate Jesus’ coming as our savior.
We talk about the season of Advent being four weeks long
and about how we can use this time to prepare for Christmas
through prayer, kind deeds and special activities at home, at
school and at church.
Advent is a time to wait
Not quite time to celebrate
Light the candles one by one
Till the advent time is done
Christmas day will soon be here
Time for joy and time for cheer
- Julie Sisco, 3 Year Old Lead Teacher

God reaches out to us in all kinds of ways. The desire in your
heart to baptize your child is one of them. The promises you
make for your child on this day will begin to form your child into
a faithful follower of Christ. But the day of baptism is only the
beginning of this journey. Being baptized is literally a life changing
event.
The Sacrament of Baptism at St. Paul Catholic Church takes place
on the first three Saturdays of every month in English and the
fourth Saturday of every month in Spanish. If your child is to be
baptized please call our Baptismal Coordinator, Maria
Mendez, at 813-961-3023 ext. 3311. Parents and Godparents will
be asked to attend a baptismal preparation class.

Can You Help?

Contact us!
Preschool Office: (813) 264-3314
Email: Director@StPaulChurch.com

The Baptism Ministry is in
need of coordinators to assist
the families, priests and
deacons at Infant Baptisms at both our English and
Spanish services! Help is needed on Saturday
mornings from 9:00 am -11:00 am, once or twice a
month. Training is available and coordinators work
together in teams. Bilingual in English and Spanish a
plus. We are also in need of teachers for our
baptismal preparation classes to ready our parents
and Godparents for this important first step in their
child’s faith journey. Join us in serving at this
beautiful Sacrament! For more information and/or
to join the Baptism Ministry, please contact Maria
Mendez at the Parish Office at 813-961-3023 x3311
or via email at mmendez@stpaulchurch.com.
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Liturgy Corner

Mass Intentions for the Week of December 23rd
Saturday, December 22, 2018
8:30 am
Greta and Joe Greno +
5:30 pm Maria Klimek +
7:30 pm Enrique Giraldo +
Sunday, December 23, 2018
Fourth Sunday of Advent
7:30 am
Mae Russell +
9:00 am
Benjamin Sudano +
10:45 am Lilian and Max Zambrano +
12:30 pm Robert F. Shannon +
2:00 pm Betsabe and Hugo Millan +
5:30 pm St. Paul Parishioners (int.)
Monday, December 24, 2018
7:30 am
Michael Porrello +
4:00 pm Rosario Espinosa + [Church]
4:00 pm Warren Gimler + [Family Center]
6:00 pm Maurice Kissane + [Church]
6:00 pm Nancy M. Kraft + [Family Center; Portuguese]
8:00 pm Romona Arriaga +
Midnight Lucy Nguyen +
Tuesday, December 25, 2018
Solemnity of The Nativity of the Lord — Christmas
7:30 am
Gray Family (int.)
9:00 am
Lucy Nguyen +
10:45 am Rosa Nunzia Tommaso +
12:30 pm Irma Villabon +
2:00 pm Montana Lewison (int) (Spanish)
Wednesday, December 26, 2018
Feast of Saint Stephen, the First Martyr
7:30 am
Consecrated Life and Priestly Vocations (int.)
12:15 pm

Santiago and Juana Hernandez +

Thursday, December 27, 2018
Feast of Saint John, Apostle and Evangelist
7:30 am
C. Patrick Moncello +
12:15 pm Dick Schardt +
Friday, December 28, 2018
Feast of The Holy Innocents, Martyrs
7:30 am
Jane Strenski +
12:15 pm Margarita and Dolores Rodriguez +
7:30 pm For Those Who Have Lost a Child (int.)
Saturday, December 29, 2018
Saint Thomas Becket, Bishop and Martyr
8:30 am William Beckett (int.)
5:30 pm St. Paul Parishioners (int.)
7:30 pm Joseph H. Kraft (int.)
Sunday, December 30, 2018
Feast of The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph
7:30 am
Baltera Rodriguez (int.)
9:00 am
Jaimee Merimee (int.)
10:45 am Bertha Kissane +
12:30 pm Carlos and Esther Lopez +
2:00 pm Julio Cesar Portales +
5:30 pm Theodore Joseph Lombardi +

Francis:
“Saint Thomas
Aquinas...asked which actions of ours are
noblest, which external works best show
our love for God. Thomas answered
unhesitatingly that they are the works of mercy towards our
neighbour, even more than our acts of worship: ‘We
worship God by outward sacrifices and gifts, not for his
own benefit, but for that of ourselves and our neighbour.
For he does not need our sacrifices, but wishes them to be
offered to him, in order to stir our devotion and to profit
our neighbour. Hence mercy, whereby we supply others’
defects, is a sacrifice more acceptable to him, as conducing
more directly to our neighbour’s well-being’” (Pope Francis,
Gaudete et Exsultate, 106).
Pope

Words of Wisdom: “Emmanuel, God with us ... the Word

himself will soon come to make his dwelling-place amongst us
and to redeem us....we shall be forever with our God, and he
with us.”
– Blessed Ildefonso Schuster

Faith and Reason: God is the source of all

truth. Therefore there is no conflict between
faith and reason. In fact, both are necessary if we
are to come to truly know and love God! Many
of our greatest scientists were people of faith. For example,
Dominican friar Theodoric of Freiberg (c.1250–c.1310) was
the scientist who was the first to explain the nature and cause
of rainbows, which was “probably the most dramatic
development of 14th- and 15th-century optics!”

Thought for the Day: “From Bethlehem comes the light
that illuminates the world.”

– St. Luigi Guanella

Readings for the Week of December 23rd
Sunday
Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday

Fourth Sunday of Advent
Mi 5:1-4a; Ps 80:2-3, 15-16, 18-19; Heb 10:5-10; Lk 1:39-45
Morning Mass: 2 Sm 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16; Ps 89:2-3, 4-5,
27 and 29; Lk 1:67-79
Vigil Mass: Is 62:1-5; Ps 89:4-5, 16-17, 27, 29; Acts 13:1617, 22-25; Mt 1:1-25 or Mt 1:18-25
Night Mass: Is 9:1-6; Ps 96:1-2, 2-3,
11-12, 13; Ti 2:11-14; Lk 2:1-14
Dawn Mass: Is 62:11-12; Ps 97:1, 6, 11-12; Ti 3:4-7;
Lk 2:15-20
Day Mass: Is 52:7-10; Ps 98:1, 2-3, 3-4, 5-6; Heb 1:1-6;
Jn 1:1-18 or Jn 1:1-5, 9-14
Acts 6:8-10; 7:54-59; Ps 31:3cd-4, 6 and 8ab, 16bc and
17; Mt 10:17-22
1 Jn 1:1-4; Ps 97:1-2, 5-6, 11-12; Jn 20:1a and 2-8
1 Jn 1:5—2:2; Ps 124:2-3, 4-5, 7cd-8; Mt 2:13-18
1 Jn 2:3-11; Ps 96:1-2a, 2b-3, 5b-6; Lk 2:22-35
Feast of the Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph
Sir 3:2-6, 12-14 or 1 Sm 1:20-22, 24-28; Ps 128:1-2, 3, 4-5
or Ps 84:2-3, 5-6, 9-10; Col 3:12-21 or Col 3:12-17 or 1 Jn
3:1-2, 21-24; Lk 2:41-52

“For behold, when the voice of your greeting came to my ears, the babe in my womb leaped for joy” (Lk 1:44).

Ministries in Action!
Society of St. Vincent De Paul
Pantry Hours
Monday & Thursday 9:00 am - 12:00 pm
Assistance Line: (813) 264-3325
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St. Francis of Assisi Ministry

Our St. Vincent de Paul Food Pantry feeds more than
60 families each week. Feeding so many, our pantry
shelves don’t stay full for very long. If you would like to
help, food donations can be left in the marked baskets in
the church Narthex.
You may prefer to make a monetary donation in the
poor box located in the Narthex. Please make sure to
specify SVDP in the memo line for check donations or
you may use an offertory envelope and make sure to
label it SVDP for cash donations. Thank you for your
generosity!

Wish List This Week:
Canned Fruit, Cereal and Canned Milk
Thank you for your generosity! ~ SVDP Society
Please note we are unable to use expired items.

The St. Francis of Assisi Ministry is accepting
prayer requests from those who are coping with
the loss of a pet or struggling with their pet’s
illness. Please submit your prayer request to:
stfrancisministry@stpaulchurch.com

Bereavement Ministry of St. Paul
Our ministry offers God’s healing love through
emotional, physical, mental and spiritual comfort.
Join us for our next meeting on Tuesday, January 8,
2019. For more information regarding the
Bereavement Ministry, call Diana at: 813-748-2874.

Home Makers of Hope: The ministry is currently
collecting donations of small
household items (especially shower
curtain liners; curtain rods and rings;
trash baskets for kitchens and
bathrooms, dining sets; 60 watt light bulbs; comforters
for queen, full and twin beds (new or slightly used, clean
and labeled). A ministry member will be at the Parish
Center reception area every Friday in December from
10:00am - 12:00pm to receive your donations.

/// /// /// JAMAICA MISSION /// /// ///
Come join us to serve the poorest of the poor in
Kingston, Jamaica.
Support the Missionaries of the Poor by donating:
▪ Men’s Briefs (S, M, L)
▪ Colored T-Shirts
▪ Men’s T-Shirts (S, M, L)
▪ Shorts
▪ White T-Shirts (S, M, L)
▪ Long pants (Khaki) (sizes - 30, 32, 34, 36, 38)
Please drop off the donated items at our next meeting
on Sunday December 30th at 4:00pm
Location: Family Center, Section 3
Mission Travel Dates: February 4th to 10th, 2019
Contact: JamaicaMission@StPaulChurch.com

Padre Pio Prayer Group
Saint Padre Pio is a powerful intercessor for us before
Almighty God. Our next prayer session will take place on
January 22, 2019, in the prayer room of the main church.
We will meet there immediately after the conclusion of
the 12:15pm Mass.
Interested in joining this prayer group?
Please contact Vickie via email at:
queenvickie4@aol.com or call (813) 728-9241
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Growing Together in Christ!

Please keep all servicemen and women in your
prayers, especially those from our church family:
Dylan Anthony Agnes, PVT, US Army
Timothy O’Loughlin, Ensign, USCG
Hans C. Arcand, 2nd LT, USAF
Martin O. Reina, USCG
Patrick Rose, CPT PA, US Army
Nicholas Ringo III, US Navy
Mathew M Colon, SGT, US Army
Michael Dunkelberger, MSGT, USAF
Christopher A. Garcia, LTJG, U.S. Navy
Richard Majette, CPT, USMC
Katrina Monti, CPT, PA US Army
Richard Sison Jr, 2nd LT, USAF
Matthew Mooney, CPT, USAF
Curtis Gardner, SGT, USAF
Adriana Trigg, USAF
Anthony Mazzie, US Army
Luis Luccani, SGT, US Navy
Austin Jacob Ferlita, PVT2s, US Army
Josh C. Seal, PO, U.S. Navy
Corinna Fleischmann, CDR, USCG
Morganne Oyler, U.S. Navy
Sean C. Andino, LTJG, U.S. Navy
Thomas Krasnicki, LT, U.S. Navy
Brett Smith, USMC
Dominick J. Agnes III, SGT, USMC
Brian J. Babin, SS, USMC
Spencer M. Brown, PVT, U.S. Army
John Erickson, Cpl U.S. Army
Jacob Torrens, Pvt., U.S. Army
Cody Rigney, LT, U.S. Navy
Adam Tapia, LT, U.S, Army
Jason Mitchell, WO4, U.S. Army
Alexander Maldonado, Captain, USAF
We pray for the repose of the souls of those recently
departed: Carlos Byrnes, Louis Marcano, Valentin Munoz,
Melody Decker, Jaime Vergara-Cardenas, Jeffrey Vega,
Bridget M. Abony, Lynn Bartolotta, Michael Songy, Esteban
Delfin Leyva Torres, Joseph Fritz Laurenceau, Gary Klunk,
Enrique A. Crosas, Molly Sperr, and Antonio Rivera Medina.
Please remember in your prayers those with
particular health needs: Margaret Uremovich
Linda Taylor, Rosemary Fenton, Freida Cardona,
Mary García, Lucy Rosario, Adeliza Bacon, Suzette
Hillis, Bill Kollner and Monica Bencomo.

Deo Gratias! Our parish is blest with incredibly

gifted and committed parishioners. We are especially
grateful for all of our liturgical ministries. Their
ministry is vital in ensuring beautiful liturgies each
and every week. May God bless you for your service! Also,
this week we received bulletins from New York and Florida.
Thank you for sharing bulletins from your travels with us!

Looking Ahead! December 15 - 23: Christmas

Novena for Filipino Community; December 16 24: Christmas Novena for Spanish Community;
December 22 - 23: Fourth Sunday of Advent;
December 24 - January 4: Preschool Vacation.; December
24 (Christmas Eve): Masses at 4:00pm in Church and Family
Center (Faith Formation Pageants in both); Masses at 6:00pm
in Church (Jesus, Mary and Joseph Pageant) and Family
Center (Portuguese Pageant); 8:00pm in Church (Life Teen);
Midnight (Choir begins at 11:15am);
December 25
(Christmas Day): Masses at 7:30am, 9:00am, 10:45am
(Filipino Pageant), 12:30pm, 2:00pm (Spanish Pageant); NO
5:30pm Mass; December 28: Mass for the Holy Innocents
and Fourth Friday Spanish Mass - 7:00pm Rosary, 7:30 Mass,
reception in Family Center after Mass; December 28 - 29:
Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph - Blessing of families;
December 31: New Year’s Eve Vigil Masses at 5:30pm and
7:30pm (Portuguese); December 31: Eucharistic Adoration
10:30pm - 11:30pm; December 31: New Year’s Mass at
11:30pm, reception after Mass; January 1: Mary, Mother of
God (Holy Day of Obligation) - Masses at 9:00am, 12:30pm,
2:00pm (Spanish) and 5:30pm; January 4: First Friday Santo
Niño Devotion - 7:00pm Rosary, 7:30pm Mass.

Ask It Basket: “I know that everything in our

Mass is done/performed for a reason...but what
is the purpose of incense?”
Good question. Throughout the Sacred Scriptures, from
Genesis through to Revelation, incense is used in worship as a
sign of our prayers rising to God as a pleasing offering. It is
nearly always used in solemn Benediction of the Holy
Eucharist and during more solemn celebrations of the Holy
Mass. We sometimes also use it in our parish so that our
young people will develop a familiarity with this important part
of our liturgical tradition. At St. Paul, incense is never used
during the 7:30am Mass and for those with allergies, the
Family Room is on a separate air conditioning system. (If you
have a question for the Ask It Basket, please contact
FrBill@StPaulChurch.com).

Pray for our military and their families!

“Almighty and ever present God, creator of life
and author of peace, guard the brave men and
women serving now in our military as well as their families.
Watch over them. Protect them. Assure them of our gratitude
for the many sacrifices they make on our behalf. May this
Holy Season be filled with much peace and joy. We ask this
through Christ our Lord. Amen.”

“For behold, when the voice of your greeting came to my ears, the babe in my womb leaped for joy” (Lk 1:44).
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St. Paul Faith Formation

We are rooted in Faith and growing in grace

 Faith Formation Classes Resume
During the Week of January 6 - 9, 2019

A message to Faith Formation Parents...

Adult Faith Formation Classes for Parent of Grades K-5
(Coincides with Student’s Session 19)
Day
Sunday
Monday
Tuesday

Date
1/6/18
1/7/18
1/8/18

Time
10:30am-11:15am
4:30pm-5:00pm
6:15pm-7:00pm

Location
FC #3
Church
Church

Adult Faith Formation Classes for Parent of Grades 6-8
Day
Sunday
Monday
Wednesday

Date
1/13/19
1/14/19
1/16/19

Time
4:15pm-5:00pm
6:15pm-7:00pm
6:15pm-7:00pm

Location
FC #2
Church
Church

If you are interested in having your child participate in
one of our Christmas Pageants as Joseph, Mary, the
Innkeeper, the Angel Gabriel, one of the three kings,
shepherds or lambs, please call the Faith Formation
Office to reserve your date. We need children for the
December 24th Masses at 4:00pm and 6:00pm. Please
sign your child up now in our Faith Formation Office
or call Sonia Eberhardt at (813) 961-3023 for more info.

Advent Wreath Blessing
Prayer for Week 4: “O God, who sent
your angel Gabriel to announce good
news to Mary, make us happy with your
word of life. Let our hearts be so filled
with love for you that they glow with
the light of these four candles. May we live in a way that will
please you. Through Christ our Lord. Amen!”

Our Faith Formation classes have been busy learning about the
meaning of Advent. We are so thankful for all our catechists
who have creatively shared with our students how to pay close
attention to the sights and signs that draw their eyes to Christ
as we await His coming at Christmas. We thank God for the gift
of our catechists who generously share their faith each week!

Announcements
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PASSION PLAY 2020! Why not gift yourself and your
spouse with an amazing pilgrimage to Bavaria, Austria, and
Hungary! Every ten years for hundreds of years, the small
Bavarian town of Oberammergau hosts a Passion Play for
all the world. We will also
visit begin in the medieval
city of Innsbruck, the
baroque Benedictine Abbey
of Ettal, the romantic castle
of Neuschwanstein before
embarking on a cruise up
the Danube ... visiting such
picturesque cities as Nuremberg, Regensburg, Passau
(pictured), Melk, Vienna, and Budapest! Be sure to reserve
your spots now as there are limited spots! Call Margie at
1-800-644-4659 for more information!
Counseling Services

Offered by Dr. Pat Berne
Please call (813) 961-3023 to make an appointment

FINANCIAL PEACE
UNIVERSITY WORKSHOP

What if you were following a plan for your money that you
KNEW worked? With Dave Ramsey’s Financial Peace
University, you CAN take control of your money, get out of
debt, and create a plan for YOUR future.

Starting January 24, 2019
Thursday Evening Sessions at 7:00 pm
Parish Center - Room “H”
To register, call Maria Costa at 813-961-3023 ext. 3305 or go
the link: https://fpu.com/1077793

In the Wildflowers Retreat
Legal Consultation and Referral Service
Every Monday by appointment only
Please call 813-961-3023

Divorced and Separated Support Group

This ministry provides caring support for both women and
men experiencing separation or divorce. The group meets
every Friday night at 7:30pm in the St. Paul Parish Center.
You may come as often as you would like...every week, once a
month or whenever it is convenient for you. No charges/no
fees. All are welcome! For more information and to answer
any questions, please call Don Hemke at 813-205-1735.

AA Meetings: Do you feel your life is out of control? Is

Alcohol ruining your life? Help is here! Our parish is blest to
host weekly Alcoholics Anonymous meetings every
Wednesday at 8:15pm in the St Michael Cabin. For more
information, call 813-933-9123. May God bless you!

Want to join the AHG Troops?
“If your daughter is age 5 to 18,
contact Melissa at
AHG@StPaulChurch.com
for more information about this
incredible program.

for women who have suffered childhood
sexual abuse

This 10-week Christ-centered private
retreat will be held in Tampa on
Saturdays beginning February 2 through April 6, 2019,
from 2:00 pm to 6:00 pm. Cost is $15 per session (meal is
included). No one will be turned away for inability to pay.
If you are interested in participating in this retreat, please
contact Cathy at 813-843-8969, via email at the following
address: wildflowersretreats@gmail.com or visit our web
site: https://www.wildflowersretreat.org

Merry Christmas
from the

BOYS AND GIRLS
of Pack 143

For more information, contact:
George Melendez
813-928-2765
cubscout143tampa@gmail.com

“For behold, when the voice of your greeting came to my ears, the babe in my womb leaped for joy” (Lk 1:44).

Stewardship: A Way of Life
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NO Coffee & Donuts
PLEASE NOTE

A Christmas Creed
I believe in Jesus Christ and in the beauty
of the gospel begun in Bethlehem.
I believe in the one whose spirit glorified a little town;
and whose spirit still brings music to persons
all over the world,
in towns both large and small.

There will be NO Coffee and Donuts until January 6,
2019, to give our Ministries an opportunity to be with
their families.

May Peace be your gift at Christmas
and your blessing all year through!

I believe in the one for whom the crowded
inn could find no room,
and I confess that my heart still sometimes
wants to exclude Christ from my life today.
I believe in the one who the rulers of the earth
ignored and the proud could never understand;
whose life was among common people,
whose welcome came from persons of hungry hearts.
I believe in the one who proclaimed
the love of God to be invincible:
I believe in the one whose cradle was a mother's arms,
whose modest home in Nazareth had love
for its only wealth, who looked at persons and
made them see what God's love saw in them,
who by love brought sinners back to purity,
and lifted human weakness up to meet the strength of God.
I confess my ever-lasting need of God:
A Stewardship Moment. As we draw close to the great
Feast of the Nativity, we hear the bold
stewardship proclamation twice in
today’s second reading from the Letter to
the Hebrews: “Behold, I come to do your
will, O God!” Who is this Jesus? Who are
we that we should follow him? Many
want him as a friend, a guide, a king, an
advocate. We long to see the face of God. Jesus reveals the
nature of God, the servant sent to give us new life in Him.
Take time to ponder: Do we have the courage to follow
Jesus? To show others the face of God? To say to the Lord:
“Behold, I come to do your will?”

Leaving a Legacy
Leaving a legacy by including St.
Paul Catholic Church in your
will is most appreciated. There can be many advantages to
leaving a gift in this way. Naming our parish as an entity in
your will, trust, or as a beneficiary on a life insurance policy is
a way for any parishioner to bless future generations through
a legacy gift and support the ministry of the church. For
additional information please call Michael Maloney at 9613023 or e-mail mmaloney@stpaulchurch.com

Sign up for Online giving!
It’s simple and convenient. Go
to:

StPaulChurch.com

Weekly Offertory
Sunday, December 16, 2018
Offertory: $ 28,075
Online Giving: $ 14,685
Attendance: 3,326
Envelopes: 759

Thank you for your generosity!
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Supercharge Your Faith!

Due to copyright restrictions, we are
not able to print the Scriptures with the
Reflections of Dr. Jack Conroy.

I. Micah, 5:1-4a Birthplace of the
One Who is Peace.
Reflection: Tradition has Micah living
in the latter part of the Eighth Century
BC.
Assyria had conquered the
Northern Kingdom (Israel), and he
challenged the Kingdom of Judah to
repent and avoid the punishment that
befell Israel. However, he foresaw that
a descendant of King David, to whose
family God had promised eternal
regency, would arise out of David's
birthplace, little, insignificant
Bethlehem. This would surprise his
hearers, since the quality of one's person
derived from the place of one's birth.
And, as David was a shepherd, so will
his descendant be a shepherd. But this
shepherd would exert enormous power.
Interestingly, the Hebrew of the last
sentence reads "He himself will be
shalom (peace)." If we read this through
the lenses of Early Christians, we can
understand why this was so important to
them.
II. Hebrews 10:5-10
Offering.

The Perfect

Reflection: This is the second part of a
completion of the central argument of
Hebrews. We read that part that affirms
that animal sacrifice was not what God
really wanted. The author puts Psalm
40:6-8 in Christ's mouth. This Psalm
affirms both that cultic sacrifice was not
required, and that doing God's will was
the essential component of holiness.
This is reaffirmed in the last two
sentences, where not only is the cultic
law subsumed under Christ's bodily
sacrifice, but the framework of that
sacrifice, the total congruence of Christ's
will with that of the Father is that which
validated that sacrifice.
The last
sentence sums it all up: Jesus Christ gave
His body as a sacrificial offering on the
altar of the cross; and this act produced
for us the means to achieve holiness.
III. Luke 1:39-45 A Prophetic Meeting.
Reflection: The words we hear in this
story are enshrined in the life of every
Catholic in the "Hail, Mary." There are
two elements that we might reflect
upon. 1) Mary was an ordinary Galilean
of about 12 to 13 years old; she was not
from a royal family; she probably was
totally overlooked by everyone at that
time. But her humble status did not

Saints of God: Wednesday is the feast of St. Stephen,

deacon and protomartyr! We read of St. Stephen in the Acts
of the Apostles, chapters 6-7. He was known to be “deeply
spiritual and prudent, ” “filled with faith and the Holy Spirit.”
He was the first to be ordained to the diaconate in order to
care for the poor and widowed.
“Filled with grace and power,”
Stephen worked “great wonders and
signs among the people.” He spoke
with “wisdom and spirit.” For this he
was arrested and brought to the
Sanhedrin. There he presented a
rousing explanation of the faith and
received a marvelous vision of the
glory of God with Jesus standing at
God’s right hand. For this he was
condemned to death by stoning. As he was stoned, he
prayed: “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” “Lord, do not hold
this sin against him.” With that, he died. May we always
follow his example and give witness to our faith in all we say,
think and do.

preclude her from being chosen by God.
2) That she was so special, after being
overshadowed by the Holy Spirit, that
even an unborn child recognized the
proximity of the person whom he would
proclaim some thirty years hence! The
theology of the story, that a historical
event of cosmic importance was at
hand, shines through the narrative.
Further, Elizabeth's last comment,
affirming the blessedness of one who
believed in the faithfulness of the Lord,
serves to set Mary apart from all people.
She exemplifies the confidence that the
Old Testament has been proclaiming all
during Advent: Despite the darkness of
the time, despite the apparent
hopelessness of the current situation,
God is Faithful. And He sent His Son
as His Presence in time, fulfilling the
expectations of the Prophets, and
bringing joy to all those who
understand.

“For behold, when the voice of your greeting came to my ears, the babe in my womb leaped for joy” (Lk 1:44).

Courageously Living the Gospel!
Faith in Action: “For behold, when the voice of

your greeting came to my ears, the babe in my
womb leaped for joy” (Lk 1:44). When you hear
the scripture readings and Gospel reading each
Sunday, do you "leap for joy?" If not, don't blame
the lecturer or priest, rather look inside yourself. Do you
prepare for Mass each week or do you just show up and
expect to be entertained? We are called to be active
participants, not passive by-standers.
Every morning, Monday
through Friday, we celebrate Morning Prayer at
7:10am in the church. On Saturday, we begin at
8:10am. Morning Prayer is part of the Liturgy
of the Hours. This ancient prayer fulfills the Lord’s precept to
pray without ceasing, at once offering its prayers to God the
Father and interceding for the salvation of the world. Come
and join us!

Morning Prayer:

Florida March for Life: The Diocese is
sponsoring a day trip to the Florida March for
Life in the nation’s oldest city, St. Augustine, on
Saturday, January 12, 2019. This March is for
anyone who believes in the sanctity of human life.
$40.00/adults and $20.00/ages 13 and younger- includes
boxed lunch. Bus departs St. Catherine of Siena Parish in
Clearwater and St. Francis of Assisi Parish in
Seffner.
Learn more and register here: http://
www.dosp.org/life/upcoming-events/
Questions? Contact Sabrina Schultz at 727-344-1611 or
sab@dosp.org
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Living Faith: What gift are you offering to
the Christmas Child this year?

On a Lighter Note: The parents began to

assemble the special Christmas gift they had for
their children. They had ordered a kit for a tree
house and received the plans for it. However,
the materials they received were for a sailboat.
They wrote the company to complain. The company's reply:
"While we regret the inconvenience this mistake must have
cause you, it is nothing compared to that of the man who is
out on a lake somewhere trying to sail your tree house."

Technology Corner

St. Paul Catholic Church offers a free subscription,
to our parishioners, for formed.org!
1. Sign-up by at www.stpaulchurch.formed.org
2. Click on Register and enter the code: P33JN2
3. Enjoy movies, books and more!

