
Oh Come, Let us Adore Him!  
Every Wednesday and Friday  

  The Nativity of the Lord                                            Wednesday, December 25, 2019 

 
 

WEEKEND MASSES 

Saturday Masses 
8:30am Mass 

(Morning Prayer and  
Benediction 8:10am) 

 

Saturday Vigil Masses 
5:30pm   

Missa em Português: 7:30pm 
 

Sunday Masses 
7:30am, 9:00am, 10:45am,  

12:30pm, 5:30pm 
Misa en Español:  2:00pm  

 

WEEKDAY MASSES 
Monday to Friday 

7:30am and 12:15pm 
 

First Friday Mass 7:30pm 
Third Friday Mass 7:30pm 

*Fourth Friday Mass 7:30pm  
*(en Español) 

 

Reconciliation (Confession) 
Monday to Friday 11:30am - Noon 
Saturdays at 10:00am and 4:00pm  

or upon request 
 

Eucharistic Adoration  
Monday to Thursday 

8:00am to 8:30pm 
Compline & Benediction  

 

Friday 8:00am to  
Saturday 8:30am Mass 

 

Morning Prayer 
Monday - Friday 7:10am 

Saturday 8:10am 

 

Anointing of the Sick 
Every Second Saturday  
of the Month at 8:30am 

 

Church Office Hours: 
Monday - Friday 8:00am to 4:00pm 

 

Website: 
www.stpaulchurch.com 

 

Contact us at: 
info@stpaulchurch.com 

 "Formed by Word and Sacrament, we, the people of St. Paul Catholic Church,  
are a Spirit-led, Eucharist-centered, vibrant multicultural Christian  

community of faith, living our love for God and neighbor while growing together as disciples of Christ." 

LITURGICAL 

GUIDE for the  

CHRISTMAS 

MASSES 

St. Paul Catholic Church 
and Preschool 

 

www.stpaulchurch.com 

12708 North Dale Mabry Highway, Tampa, Florida  33618-2802     
Phone  (813) 961-3023  †  Fax  (813) 962-8780  



Merry Christmas! 
 
Welcome!  With all of our hearts, we welcome you to this celebration of the 
birth of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, Hope for the world!  In a special 
way we welcome those who have traveled far to be with us, those who are 
here for the first time, as well as those from other faith traditions.  We pray 
that you feel right at home!  Thank you for choosing to join us this Christmas! 
 
Christmas is the celebration of God’s love made Incarnate.  It is the 
celebration of our God who loves us so much, He chose to become one with 
us in all things but sin so that we could be restored to the possibility of 
eternity with Him in heaven.  While others value power, prestige, and wealth, 
we find hope in the Child born of a poor humble homeless family, wrapped 
in swaddling clothes, and asleep in a manger.  Christmas reminds us of God’s 
love for us, the importance of the family, the inherent and inalienable dignity 
and worth of every human being, and our duty to help others and somehow 
make our world a better and safer place for all ... especially for the poor, 
elderly, young, sick, and oppressed. For us, Christmas is not a day but a way 
of life. 
 
In this bulletin you will find many of the activities in the upcoming Christmas 
Season.  Please mark your calendar and invite others to join you.  Who knows, 
yours may be the invitation others have waited for! 
 
What is the meaning of Christmas?  Love!  Love freely given and shared.  My 
prayer is that this Christmas, our God of Love will fill your heart and those 
you love with the love, peace, and joy only the Christmas Child can give! 
 
On behalf of the priests, deacons, religious, staff of the parish and preschool, 
and our many faithful volunteers, may you and your loved ones have a most 
Blessed Christmas! 

 
 
 
 

Father Bill Swengros 
Pastor 
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“For a Child is born to us, 

and a son is given to us, 

and the government is upon 

his shoulder: 

and his name shall be called,  

Wonderful, Counselor, God 

the Mighty,  

the Father of the world to come, 

the Prince of Peace.” 
  
                  — Isaiah 9:5 

St. Paul Clergy and Staff 
 

We’re here to serve you! 
 
 

Clergy 
Fr. Bill Swengros    Pastor 
Fr. Robert Romaine  Parochial Vicar 
Fr. Ambrose  
Kadambukatt, OCD Parochial Vicar  
Deacon Carlos Celaya  RCIA 
Deacon Ray Dever     Mental Health Support 
Deacon Frank Henriquez  Ministry to Homebound  
  and  Nursing Homes  
Deacon Rich &    
Colleen Spiro  Ignatian Spirituality  
 

Faith Formation 
Carmen Cayon Director 
Maria Costa                 RCIA, Marriage Prep, 
 Adult 
 Confirmation, 
 Quinceañeras 
Sonia Eberhardt         K-5 Faith Formation  
 Coordinator, 1st Holy 
 Communion Prep 
Maria Mendez Baptism and 
 FORMED® Coordinator   
Silvia Rivera               Religious Education 
 Assistant (Records) 
Andy Gotsch    High School Youth 
 Minister 
Theresa Adams          Middle School Youth
 Minister 
 

Preschool 
Abbie Johnson            Director 
Mindy Geer                Assistant Director 
 

Liturgy 
Mary Gant                   Music Director 
Elizabeth Hays           Liturgist, Bereavement 
 Minister 
 

Parish Support 
Brian Smith       Parish Manager  
Laurie Erickson Director of Ministries 
Louis Gobin Accountant 
Barbara Gray               Pastoral Administrative 
  Assistant (Scheduling)     
Sam Mathai                Maintenance 
Charles Yezak, Jr.        Director of 

 Communications  
 

www.stpaulchurch.com 
 

www.facebook.com/stpaultpa 
 

info@stpaulchurch.com 

 
Our Vision Statement:  

“Growing Together as Disciples of 
Christ.” 

 

http://www.StPaulChurch.com
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              (stand) 

The purpose of the Introductory Rites is to ensure that the faithful, who 
come together as one, establish communion and dispose themselves 
properly to listen to the Word of God an to celebrate the Eucharist 
worthily. 
 

Entrance Hymn 

Sign of  the Cross 
Priest  In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of 
 the Holy Spirit. 
All:  Amen. 
 

Greeting 
 
Priest: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
 And the love of God, 
 And the communion of the Holy Spirit 
 Be with you all. 
All: And with your spirit. 
 

Rite for the Blessings and Sprinkling of Water 
The Rite of Sprinkling recalls our baptism by which we were freed from 
sin, reborn as children of God, configured to Christ, and incorporated in 
the Church.  During the sprinkling, we will sing our Gloria.  When 
you are sprinkled with Holy Water, make the sign of the cross. 
 

Collect 
Priest: Let us pray… 
All: Amen. 

                             Liturgy of the Word  
                (sit) 
God speaks to us through His Word, opening to us the mystery of 
redemption and salvation, and offering spiritual nourishment.  Christ 
himself is present in the midst of the faithful and feeds us at the table of 
God’s Word.  We make it our own through a Profession of Faith and 
respond to it by pouring out our hearts in prayer for the needs of the 
whole Church and the salvation of the world. 
 

First Reading: Isaiah 9:1-6 
Lector: A reading from the Book of the Prophet Isaiah 
 The people who walked in darkness have seen a 
 great light; upon those who dwelt in the land of 
 gloom a light has shone. You have brought them 
 abundant joy and great rejoicing, as they rejoice 
 before you as at the harvest, as people make merry 
 when dividing spoils. For the yoke that burdened 
 them, the pole on their shoulder, and the rod of 
 their taskmaster you have smashed, as on the day of 
 Midian. For every boot that tramped in battle, every 
 cloak rolled in blood, will be burned as fuel for 
 flames. For a child is born to us, a son is given us; 
 upon his shoulder dominion rests. They name him 
 Wonder-Counselor, God-Hero, Father-Forever, 
 Prince of Peace. His dominion is vast and forever 
 peaceful, from David’s throne, and over his 
 kingdom, which he confirms and sustains by 

 judgment and justice, both now and forever. The 
 zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this! 
Lector: The word of the Lord 
All: Thanks be to God. 
 

Responsorial Psalm 

All:  All the ends of the earth, have seen the power 
 of God.   
 

Second Reading: Titus 2:11-14 
Lector: A reading from the letter from Paul to Titus 
 Beloved: The grace of God has appeared, saving all 
 and training us to reject godless ways and worldly 
 desires and to live temperately, justly, and devoutly 
 in this age, as we await the blessed hope, the 
 appearance of the glory of our great God and savior 
 Jesus Christ, who gave himself for us to deliver us 
 from all lawlessness  and to cleanse for himself a 
 people as his own, eager to do what is good. 
Lector: The word of the Lord 
All:  Thanks be to God.   
 

                           
                Gospel Acclamation                      (stand) 

All: Alleluia. 
Gospel: Luke 2:1-14 
Priest: The Lord be with you. 
All: And with your spirit. 
Priest: A reading from the holy gospel according   
 to Luke. 
In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that 
the whole world should be enrolled.  This was the first 
enrollment, when Quirinius was governor of Syria.  So all 
went to be enrolled, each to his own town. And Joseph too 
went up from Galilee from the town of Nazareth to Judea, to 
the city of David that is called Bethlehem, because he was of 
the house and family of David, to be enrolled with Mary, his 
betrothed, who was with child.  While they were there, the 
time came for her to have her child, and she gave birth to her 
firstborn son. She wrapped him in swaddling clothes and laid 
him in a manger,  because there was no room for them in the 
inn.   
Now there were shepherds in that region living in the fields  
and keeping the night watch over their flock. The angel of 
the Lord appeared to them and the glory of the Lord shone 
around them, and they were struck with great fear. The angel 
said to them, “Do not be afraid; for behold, I proclaim to 
you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. For 
today in the city of David a savior has been born for you 
who is Christ and Lord. And this will be a sign for you: you 
will find an infant wrapped in swaddling clothes and lying in 
a manger.” And suddenly there was a multitude of the 
heavenly host with the angel, praising God and saying: 
“Glory to God in the highest and on earth peace to those on 
whom his favor rests.” 
Deacon:    The Gospel of the Lord. 
All:     Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

http://www.usccb.org/bible/hebrews/1:1
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Homily  (sit)                    
(stand) 

Nicene Creed 
 
All: I believe in one God, the Father almighty, maker of 
heaven and earth, of all things visible and invisible. I believe 
in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Only Begotten Son of God, 
born of the Father before all ages.  God from God, Light 
from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, 
consubstantial with the Father; through him all things were 
made.  For us men and for our salvation he came down from 
heaven, and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin 
Mary, and became man. For our sake he was crucified under 
Pontius Pilate, he suffered death and was buried, and rose 
again on the third day in accordance with the  scriptures.  He 
ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the 
Father.  He will  come again in glory to judge the living and 
the dead and his kingdom will have no end.  I believe in the 
Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from 
the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is 
adored and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. 
I believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church. I 
confess one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins and I look 
forward to the  resurrection of the dead and the life of the 
world to come.   Amen.  
 
Prayers of the Faithful 
 
All: Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
Liturgy of the Eucharist    
                 (sit) 
As we prepare our altar for the Liturgy of the Eucharist, we offer 
ourselves to God.  Our monetary gifts are signs of our gratitude to God 
and are the sole support of the parish.  
 
Offertory Song 
Presentation of the Gifts 
Priest: Pray, brothers and sisters, that my sacrifice and 
 yours may be acceptable to God, the almighty 
 Father.  
All: May the Lord accept the sacrifice at your hands  
 For the praise and glory of his name, For our 
 good, and the good of all his holy Church. 
 
Prayer over the Offerings 
Priest: … 
All: Amen. 
 
 
Eucharistic Prayer 
The center and high point of the entire celebration is the Eucharistic 
Prayer, that is, the prayer of thanksgiving and sanctification. We join 
Christ in confessing the great deeds of God and in the offering of 
Sacrifice.   

 
It involves a prayer of thanksgiving, a song of praise, an invocation of 
the Holy Spirit, the words of Institution in which we recall the Sacrifice 
effected by Christ at the Last Supper, the anamnesis or memorial, the 
offering or oblation to the Father of His Son, intercessory prayer, and a 
concluding doxology. 
 
Preface 
Priest: The Lord be with you. 
All: And with your spirit. 
Priest: Lift up your hearts. 
All: We lift them up to the Lord. 
Priest: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All: It is right and just. 
 
Priest: … we acclaim: 
All: Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of hosts. 
 Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
 Hosanna in the highest. 
 Blessed is he who comes in the name of the 
 Lord. 
 Hosanna in the highest. 
 

(Kneel) 

Memorial Acclamation: 
Priest: The mystery of faith: 
All: We proclaim your death, O Lord and profess 
 your resurrection, until you come again. 
Priest: ….. 
 Through him, and with him, and in him, O God, 
 almighty Father, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all 
 glory and honor is yours, for ever and ever. 
All: Amen. 
 
Communion Rite 
 
The Eucharist is the Sacrament in which we receive the Body and Blood 
of Christ.  The word Eucharist means “to give thanks.”  Together we 
join Christ in acknowledging with him the wonderful works of God in 
our lives.  The celebration of the Eucharist is at the heart of the 
Church’s life. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 
Sign of Peace 
Priest: Lord Jesus Christ, who said to your Apostles: 
 Peace I leave you, my peace I give you, look not 
 on our sins, but on the faith of our Church, and 
 graciously grant her peace and unity in accordance 
 with your will.  Who live and reign for ever and 
 ever. 
All: Amen. 
Priest: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
All: And with your spirit. 
Deacon: Let us offer each other the sign of peace.  



(Kneel) 
Invitation to Communion: 
 
Priest: Behold the Lamb of God, behold him who takes 
 away the sins of the world.  Blessed are those 
 called to the supper of the Lamb. 
All: Lord, I am not worthy that you should enter 
 under  my roof, but only say the word and my 
 soul shall be healed. 
 
 
Reception of Holy Eucharist 
We welcome all active Catholics to receive Holy Communion at this 
time.  If you are unable to receive, we encourage you to come forward 
with your arms folded across your chest and we will be honored  to pray 
with you. 

(Stand) 
Prayer after Communion 
Priest: Let us pray…. 
All: Amen. 

(Stand) 
Concluding Rite 
Priest: The Lord be with you! 
All: And with your spirit. 
 
Solemn Blessing 
Priest: ….May almighty God bless you, the Father, and 
 the Son, and the Holy Spirit. 
All: Amen 
Dismissal 
Deacon: Go in peace, glorifying the Lord by your life. 
All: Thanks be to God. 

Christmas Songs 
 

1. O Come, All Ye Faithfull 
 

O Come All Ye Faithful 

Joyful and triumphant, 

O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem. 

Come and behold Him, 

Born the King of Angels; 

O come, let us adore Him, 

O come, let us adore Him, 

O come, let us adore Him, 

Christ the Lord. 

 

Sing, choirs of angels, 

Sing in exultation, 

Sing all ye citizens of heaven above. 

Glory to God, all glory in the Highest  

O come, let us adore Him, 

O come, let us adore Him, 

O come, let us adore Him, 

Christ the Lord. 

 

Yea! Lord, we greet Thee, 

Born this happy morning, 

Jesus, to thee be all glory giv’n 

Word of the Father, now in flesh appearing; 

O come, let us adore Him, 

O come, let us adore Him, 

O come, let us adore Him,  Christ the Lord. 

 
2. Angels We Have Heard On High 
 

Angels we have heard on high 

Sweetly singing o’er the plains 

And the mountains in reply 

Echoing their joyous strains 

         

Chorus: 

Gloria, in excelsis Deo! 

Gloria, in excelsis Deo! 

Shepherds, why this jubilee? 

Why your joyous strains prolong? 

What the gladsome tidings be 

Which inspire your heavenly song? 

          

Chorus 

Come to Bethlehem and see 

Him Whose birth the angels sing; 

Come, adore on bended knee, 

Christ the Lord, the newborn King. 
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Are you curious about the 
Catholic faith or have you 

ever thought about 
becoming a Catholic? 

 

The Rite of  Christian Initiation for 
Adults (RCIA) program is just for you! 

 

Adults from all faith traditions, or no religious 
background at all, are welcome to participate in our 
informal meetings to learn more about the Catholic 
Faith.  Join our next initial inquiry session on:  

 

Wednesday, January 22, 2020 
7:30pm in the Parish Center 

(Offered in English and Spanish) 
 

Subsequent sessions to follow on: 
February 12, March 25, April 15, May 27, June 17 

and July 15 
 

Contact Maria Costa at mcosta@stpaulchurch.com 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Angel
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gloria_in_Excelsis_Deo
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bethlehem
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3.    Hark! The Herald Angels Sing 

Hark the herald angels sing 

"Glory to the newborn King! 

Peace on earth and mercy mild 

God and sinners reconciled" 

Joyful, all ye nations rise 

Join the triumph of the skies 

With the angelic host proclaim: 

"Christ is born in Bethlehem" 

Hark! The herald angels sing 

"Glory to the newborn King!" 

 

Christ by highest heav'n adored 

Christ the everlasting Lord! 

Late in time behold Him come 

Offspring of a Virgin's womb 

Veiled in flesh the Godhead see 

Hail the incarnate Deity 

Pleased as man with man to dwell 

Jesus, our Emmanuel 

Hark! The herald angels sing 

"Glory to the newborn King!" 

 

Hail the heav'n-born Prince of Peace! 

Hail the Son of Righteousness! 

Light and life to all He brings 

Ris'n with healing in His wings 

Mild He lays His glory by 

Born that man no more may die 

Born to raise the sons of earth 

Born to give them second birth 

Hark! The herald angels sing 

"Glory to the newborn King!" 

4. Away In A Manger 
 

Away in a manger, no crib for a bed, 

The little Lord Jesus laid down His sweet head. 

The stars in the sky looked down where He lay, 

The little Lord Jesus, asleep on the hay. 

The cattle are lowing, the Baby awakes, 

But little Lord Jesus, no crying He makes; 

I love Thee, Lord Jesus, look down from the sky 

And stay by my cradle till morning is nigh. 

Be near me, Lord Jesus, I ask Thee to stay 

Close by me forever, and love me, I pray; 

Bless all the dear children in Thy tender care, 

And fit us for Heaven to live with Thee there. 

 

5. What Child Is This 

What child is this, who, laid to rest, 
On Mary's lap is sleeping? 

Whom angels greet with anthems sweet, 
While shepherds watch are keeping? 

 
This, this is Christ the King, 

Whom shepherds guard and angels sing: 
Haste, haste to bring Him laud, 

The babe, the son of Mary. 
Why lies He in such mean estate, 

Where ox and donkeys are feeding? 
Good Christians, fear, for sinners here 

The silent Word is pleading. 
 

So bring him incense, gold, and myrrh, 
Come, peasant, king, to own him. 

The King of kings salvation brings, 
Let loving hearts enthrone him. 

 
6. The First Noel 
 

The First Noel, the Angels did say 
Was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay 

In fields where they lay keeping their sheep 
On a cold winter's night that was so deep. 

Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel 
Born is the King of Israel! 

 
They looked up and saw a star 

Shining in the East beyond them far 
And to the earth it gave great light 

And so it continued both day and night. 
Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel 

Born is the King of Israel! 
 

And by the light of that same star 

Three Wise men came from country far 

To seek for a King was their intent 

And to follow the star wherever it went. 
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Solemnity of  Mary, Mother of  God 
† Holy Day of  Obligation 

 
Tuesday, December 31, 2019 

New Year’s Eve Vigil Masses 
5:30pm, 7:30pm (Portuguese)  

and 11:30pm   
 

Wednesday, January 1, 2020 
New Year’s Day Masses 

9:00am, 12:30pm, 2:00pm (Spanish)  
and 5:30pm 



7. It Came Upon The Midnight Clear 
 

It came upon the midnight clear, 

That glorious song of old, 

From angels bending near the earth, 

To touch their harps of gold: 

"Peace on the earth, goodwill to men 

From heavens all gracious King!" 

The world in solemn stillness lay 

To hear the angels sing. 

 

Still through the cloven skies they come, 

With peaceful wings unfurled; 

And still their heavenly music floats 

O'er all the weary world: 

Above its sad and lowly plains 

They bend on hovering wing, 

And ever o'er its Babel sounds 

The blessed angels sing. 

 

O ye beneath life's crushing load, 

Whose forms are bending low, 

Who toil along the climbing way 

With painful steps and slow; 

Look now, for glad and golden hours 

Come swiftly on the wing; 

Oh rest beside the weary road 

And hear the angels sing. 

 
8. Silent Night 
 

Silent night, holy night 

All is calm, all is bright 

Round yon Virgin Mother and Child 

Holy Infant so tender and mild 

Sleep in heavenly peace 

Sleep in heavenly peace 

 

Silent night, holy night! 

Shepherds quake at the sight 

Glories stream from heaven afar 

Heavenly hosts sing Alleluia! 

Christ, the Saviour is born 

Christ, the Saviour is born 

 

Silent night, holy night 

Son of God, love's pure light 

Radiant beams from Thy holy face 

With the dawn of redeeming grace 

Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth 

Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth " 

 

9. Joy To The World 
 

Joy to the World , the Lord is come! 
Let earth receive her King; 

Let every heart prepare Him room, 
And Heaven and nature sing, 
And Heaven and nature sing, 

And Heaven, and Heaven, and nature sing. 
 

Joy to the World, the Savior reigns! 
Let men their songs employ; 

While fields and floods, rocks, hills and plains 
Repeat the sounding joy, 
Repeat the sounding joy, 

Repeat, repeat, the sounding joy. 
 

He rules the world with truth and grace, 
And makes the nations prove 

The glories of His righteousness, 
And wonders of His love, 
And wonders of His love, 

And wonders, wonders, of His love. 
 

10. O Little Town of Bethlehem 
 

O little town of Bethlehem 
How still we see thee lie 

Above thy deep and dreamless sleep 
The silent stars go by 

Yet in thy dark streets shineth 
The everlasting Light 

The hopes and fears of all the years 
Are met in thee tonight 

For Christ is born of Mary 
And gathered all above 

While mortals sleep, the angels keep 
Their watch of wondering love 

O morning stars together 
Proclaim the holy birth 

And praises sing to God the King 
And Peace to men on earth 

How silently, how silently 
The wondrous gift is given! 

So God imparts to human hearts 
The blessings of His heaven. 
No ear may hear His coming, 

But in this world of sin, 
Where meek souls will receive him still, 

The dear Christ enters in. 
 

O holy Child of Bethlehem 
Descend to us, we pray 

Cast out our sin and enter in 
Be born to us today 

We hear the Christmas angels 
The great glad tidings tell 

O come to us, abide with us 
Our Lord Emmanuel 
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Comunidade Brasileira     
Feliz Natal e Bem-vindos a todos aqueles que 
nos visitam pela primeira vez, damos-lhe as 
mais cordiais boas-vindas a St. Paul. 
Gostaríamos, se você se registrar em nossa 

paróquia e que faria a este o seu lar espiritual. Para encontrar mais 
informações sobre a Comunidade Portuguesa na nossa paróquia queira 
obter um boletim em português na entrada da igreja. Que a paz de 
Cristo esteja com você. brazilian@stpaulchurch.com. 

Filipino Community 
We welcome all our brothers and sisters from the Philippines 
and all over the world who are visiting us and we hope you 
will make St. Paul Catholic Church your 
spiritual home.  Please visit our Santo Niño 
Shrine adjacent to the church and join us for 
our Perpetual Novena to the Santo Niño 
Devotion and Rosary to our Blessed Mother 
every Friday at 7:00pm. For information, 
please contact Susan and Ed Bilbao at (813) 503-6460 or via 
email at filipino@stpaulchurch.com.  We extend a special 
invitation to join us to our upcoming Santo Niño Feast Day 
Mass and Sinulog to be celebrated on Sunday, January 19, 
2020, at 4:30pm.  Please come share this special time with us.   
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We  cordially invite you and your family to join us in 

celebrating the special Novena Prayer and Mass in honor of 
“Our Lady of Good Health” held at St. Paul Catholic Church 

on Friday, January 17th at 7:00pm. 
*Novena will be celebrated every 3rd Friday of each month. 

Our Lady of Good Health 

Indian Community 

Comunidad Hispana   
Bienvenidos Todos! A aquellos 
que nos visitan por primera vez 
les damos la mas cordial 
bienvenida a St. Paul.  Nos 
gustar ía  mucho que se 
registraran en nuestra parroquia y hagan de éste su hogar 
espiritual. Para encontrar mas información sobre los 
ministerios en nuestra parroquia por favor revise el boletín en 
Español que esta a su disposición a la entrada de la Iglesia. 
Contamos con Grupos de Oración, Coros, Dialogo 
Matrimonial, Estudio Bíblico, Cursillo, y muchos más en 
nuestro idioma! Les esperamos! hispanic@stpaulchurch.com. 

Upcoming Christmas Season Highlights 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Feast of the Holy Innocents      Friday, December 27  
At 7:30pm, our Respect Life Ministry will offer a special, 
bilingual Mass for all those who have lost a child before or 
after birth. Let us pray for all those who mourn the death of a 
child. The rosary will precede the Mass at 7:00pm.  
 

Feast of the Holy Family       Sunday, December 29  
Today we give thanks to God for the gift of our families. We 
will offer a special blessing upon our families at every Mass.  
 

New Year’s Eve         Tuesday, December 31  
January 1 is the Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God, as well as 
New Year’s Day and World Day of Prayer for Peace. The 
Vigil Mass is at 5:30pm in English and 7:30pm in Portuguese. 
At 10:30pm we will observe a holy hour of Eucharistic 
Adoration before Mass at 11:30pm.  
 

Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God  Wednesday, January 1 
Our Mass schedule for today is 9:00am, 12:30pm, 2:00pm 
(Spanish) and 5:30pm. Please bring a friend as we honor our 
Blessed Mother and pray for world peace! 
 

First Friday: Many Faces of Santo Niño Friday, January 3 
On First Fridays, our parish has long had the tradition of 
adoring the Eucharistic Lord throughout the day and night.  
At 7:00pm, we will offer a novena in honor of the Holy Child, 
Santo Niño followed by the Holy Mass.  Afterwards, there is a 
reception featuring delicious Filipino cuisine.  All are welcome! 
 

Epiphany of the Lord                          Sunday, January 5  
Traditionally, homes are blessed today. You are welcome to 
bring an empty bottle to Church so that you can fill it with 
Holy Water to bless your home or if you would like a priest or 
deacon to bless your home, please call the Parish Office. 
 

Novena to Santo Niño                January 10 – January 18  
Each evening we will celebrate the Novena beginning at 
7:00pm. The Holy Mass will begin at 7:30pm in honor of the 
Holy Child followed by a reception featuring delicious Filipino 
cuisine.  All are welcome! 
 

Baptism of the Lord                               Sunday, January 12 
Today we celebrate the Lord’s baptism in the River Jordan as 
well as our baptism...when we were “born again” through the 
waters of rebirth.  Please come and bring a friend to celebrate 
the gift of new life in Jesus! 
 

Our Lady of Good Health               Friday, January 17 
Every third Friday, our parish gathers to honor our Blessed 
Mother, Our Lady of Good Health.  The novena begins at 
7:00pm, followed by the celebration of Holy Mass.  Please 
come and join us for this devotion! 
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Warm Wishes for a Merry Christmas from the Office of  Faith Formation! 
May the Spirit of  Christmas be with you!   

  
Our goal for our Faith Formation program at St. Paul Catholic Church is to transcend the status quo of religious 
education and bring the living spirit of Christ into the lives of our families. We believe our Catholic faith to be an 
encounter with the living and glorified resurrected Christ.  We know that faith is “caught, not taught”.  We see our 
goal as a partnering with our families, so that together, we allow our religious doctrines to be experienced, not just 
spoken about. If our formation stops at any point, such as after First Communion, or after Confirmation, we’re 
stifling the movements of the Holy Spirit at a time they’re just beginning to flourish.  
  
We must never stop growing in knowledge, in wisdom, and in prayer lest we underestimate the marvelous work God 
is doing in us. Therefore, we encourage you to contact our Faith Formation team today!  Here are what we offer: 
  
CHILDREN’S LITURGY OF THE WORD - for the youngest among us. We gather children ages three to five 

years old during Masses to help them understand the Gospel message.  We offer this at Masses: English at 9am 
Sunday, Spanish at 2pm Sunday and Portuguese at 7pm Saturday Vigil. Please contact us if you can volunteer once 
a month to help share the Gospel message with our littlest ones! 

  
K - 5TH GRADE - for the very young. We offer Holy Adoration and day retreats twice a year for our elementary 

school age children. We offer a choice of Sunday morning, Monday afternoon or Tuesday evening classes. We 
encourage parents to help in the classroom and be part of our team! 

  
SACRAMENT PREPARATION for First Reconciliation and First Holy Communion - For those who have 

reached the age of reason (7 years old) and are beginning to live out a weekly communion with Christ and want to 
enter more deeply into the mystery of the Church’s Sacramental life and liturgy. 

  
6TH - 8TH GRADE MIDDLE SCHOOL PROGRAM - For those beginning to live out a weekly communion with 

Christ and enter more deeply into the mystery of the Church’s Sacramental life and liturgy. Middle Schoolers are 
invited to retreat weekends which are offered twice a year and are opportunities to fellowship, reflect, and 
encounter Christ in these day long retreats. Our week night classes gather 6:00pm - 7:15pm on Mondays and 
Wednesdays. Call us at 813-961-3023 for more information. 

  
CONFIRMATION PREPARATION - For those preparing to receive the strengthening of Confirmation and enter 

the living mission of the Church through a life of mercy and service.  Our preparation is a two-year process and 
typically begins in 7th grade.  Preparation involves two dynamic retreats and three workshops experiences. 

  
ST. PAUL YOUTH GROUP - For those in High School and preparing to enter the challenges and joys of 

adulthood. We serve the community, go on amazing camping retreats, go to national Youth Conferences and meet 
weekly to strengthen our faith and fellowship.  Join us on January 5, 2020, as we celebrate Epiphany, Youth Group 
style at 6:30pm - 8:30pm in the Family Center. We begin every gathering with a meal and all teens are welcome to 
bring friends! 

  
RCIA (ORDER OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION) - For those looking to enter into the life and mission of the 

Church through the sacraments of Baptism, Confirmation and Holy Communion and are over the age of seven 
years old. It is never too late to be baptized or confirmed!  

  
ADULT FAITH FORMATION CLASSES - For those preparing for marriage, those bringing their children to the 

waters of baptism, those looking to more effectively pass the faith on to their children and teens, those looking for 
purpose and direction, those discerning their vocation and everyone in between.  Father Ambrose offers adult 
classes during the same time as Children’s Faith Formation classes. Our parish also offers a variety of other Bible 
studies throughout the week in various languages (English, Spanish and Portuguese). For more information, please 
call our office at (813) 961-3023. 

  
We are delighted to walk with you in your family’s transformation process! Let the Spirit of the Christ Child renew us all!             
            

                                — Carmen Cayon, Director of Faith Formation 



Baptism 
“Baptism incorporates us into the life, Death, and Resurrection of Christ and the 

ongoing work of the Holy Spirit in the world.” 
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God reaches out to us in all kinds of ways. The desire in your 
heart to baptize your child is one of them. The promises you 
make for your child on this day will begin to form your child 
into a faithful follower of Christ. But the day of baptism is 
only the beginning of this journey. Baptism is literally a life 
changing event! 
 

The Sacrament of Baptism at St. Paul Catholic Church takes 
place on the first three Saturdays of every month in English 
and the fourth Saturday of every month in Spanish.   If your 
child needs to be baptized, please call our Baptismal 
Coordinator, Maria Mendez, at 813-961-3023 or by email at 
mmendez@stpaulchurch.com. Parents and Godparents will 
be asked to attend a baptismal preparation class. 

FEAST OF THE 

HOLY 

INNOCENTS 
Friday, December 27

TH
 

7:00 PM 
 

Join us for an evening of prayer and reflection on the Feast 
of the Holy Innocents on Friday, December 27th at 7:00pm. 
 

The Christmas season is a joyous time, but it can also be 
sorrowful for those who are experiencing the loss of a 
child.  On December 27th, please join us in commemorating 
the earthly life of all children who left this world too soon, 
no matter what the age or circumstances, and to celebrate 
their eternal life with Jesus in heaven. 
 

Our bilingual service (Spanish/English) begins with the 
Rosary at 7:00pm followed by Mass in the Church. This 
event is hosted by the Spanish and Respect Life Ministries 
and will be held in conjunction with the traditional Fourth 
Friday Spanish Mass.  

 
 

 

 
Novena and 

Masses in honor of 
the Holy Child, 

Santo Niño 
Friday, January 10 - 

Saturday, January 18,  
 

7:00pm Novena 
7:30 Mass 

 
 

Santo Niño Feast 
Day Celebration  

Sunday, January 19 
  

Mass at 4:30pm 
 

Sinulog and 
Reception in Family 
Center after Mass 

https://stpaulcenter.com/product/tampa/  

• Preparations for the reception of the Sacraments of 
Baptism, Reconciliation, First Communion and 
Confirmation are coordinated though the Faith 
Formation Office.  Please call (813) 961-3023.    

• For preparation to receive the Sacrament of Holy 
Matrimony or for Convalidation, please call Maria 
Costa at (813) 961-3023.   

• For Anointing of the Sick, please contact Barbara Gray at 
(813) 961-3023. 

https://stpaulcenter.com/product/tampa/
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Office: 813-264-3314 ▪ Email: director@stpaulchurch.com 

The preschool has been working so hard to prepare our 
hearts for Jesus’ birth, to teach the children the true 
meaning of the season.  We are so grateful to each and 
every family and want to wish everyone a:  
 

VERY BLESSED CHRISTMAS AND A 
HAPPY NEW YEAR!      .             

      - Abbie Johnson, Director 

 
Monday - Thursday 
8:00am - 8:30pm 

 
Friday 8:00am -  

Saturday 8:30am 
Mass 

         License # C HC 110273 

Excellence in Catholic preschool education for over 35 years 

2019-2020 REGISTRATION 
 

 In-House Applications:  January 30 

 Parishioner Applications:  February 4 

 Open Applications:   February 6 
 

CLASSES OFFERED (Half-Day Program) 

 

EXTENDED DAY PROGRAM  
available until 3:00pm, Monday - Friday 

Preschool Open House for 2020-2021 
Tuesday, January 28 
9:00am - 11:00am 

Wednesday, January 29 
9:00am -11:00am and at 5:30pm 

 

St. Paul Catholic Preschool’s  
Annual Spaghetti Dinner and Silent Auction 

Friday, January 31 
6:00pm -9:00pm in the Family Center 

2 YEAR OLDS  
(MWF or T/TH) 

8:15am - 11:30am 
 

3 YEAR OLDS  
(M-F or MWF) 

8:15am -  11:30am 

3 YEAR OLDS  
(T/TH) 

8:15am - 1:00pm 
 

4 YEAR OLDS 
(M-F) 

8:15am - 12:00pm 

• On January 4, 2020, the priests and deacons of St. 
Paul Catholic Church will be blessing the homes of 
parishioners who live within the parish boundary   

• Before registering, please understand that you 
must be at your home between the hours of  
11:00am - 4:00pm on January 4, 2020 

• Please note that we may not be able to 
accommodate all requests that are submitted 

• Registration deadline is December 27, 2019  

• Please visit www.stpaulchurch.com to register 

Priests of St. Paul Catholic Church (l to r):  Fr. Ambrose 
Kadambukatt, OCD, Parochial Vicar; Fr. Bill Swengros, 
Pastor; and Fr. Bob Romaine, Parochial Vicar 
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Welcome and Merry Christmas!  

 

We would like to extend a hearty welcome to those who have recently 
moved to our parish and those that are visiting us for the first time.   

We certainly hope you feel at home! 
 

From the Clergy and Staff at St. Paul Catholic Church and Preschool  
 

 

 
Merry Christmas to the people of  St. Paul!   

The Respect Life Ministry meets the 4th Tuesday of each 
month.   Join us in the new year!  Our next meeting is on 
Tuesday, Jan. 28 at 7:30pm in the Parish Center.  New 
members are always welcome!  For more information 
contact Carol Breland at:  respectlife@stpaulchurch.com  

The St. Paul  Knights of  Columbus 
wish you a very Merry Christmas! 

Would you like to become a Knight?  As a 
Knight you have the opportunity to support 
our parish, give back to the community and 
grow in your faith. Membership is open to all 
practicing Catholic men over the age of  18.   

E-mail: knights@stpaulchurch.com 

The Council of Catholic Women  
would like to wish everyone a very Merry 
Christmas and a New Year filled with God’s 
gifts of peace, love, and laughter.  Thanks to all 
of you for your help and support this past year. Please join 
us for our next meeting on Thursday,  January 9, 2020, at 
7:00pm in the Family Center, Section 1, where we will begin 
2020 with a “potluck” dinner.  All women of the parish are 
welcome!  For more information, please send an email to the 
following address:  ccw@stpaulchurch.com 

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year 
from the  

St. Vincent De Paul Ministry 
 

Pantry Hours Monday & Thursday 9:00am - 12:00pm  
Assistance Line: (813) 264-3325    

Thank you parishioners for your very generous monetary  
and food donations in 2019! 

Liturgical Ministries 
St. Paul Parish is a great place because 
so many people are actively part of it! 
THANK YOU, for sharing your 
outstanding gifts of time and talent! 
Our Volunteers are priceless!  Pray 
and contact us if you can help in these 
ways: Altar Servers, Arts & Environment, Eucharistic 
Ministers of Holy Communion, Funeral Planning, 
Hospitality, Lectors, and Sacristans.  Please contact 
Elizabeth Hays, Liturgist at (813) 961-3023 or email: 
ehays@stpaulchurch.com 

Apostles of the Eucharist - Young Adults 
Ages 18 - 27 

 

Join us Friday evenings for Eucharistic Adoration, formation, 
discussions and social time.  Our next meeting will be held on 
Friday, December 27th at 6:30pm at the St. Michael 
Building.  Please send an email to: merimee@veizon.net to 
get on the email list or join our Instagram or Facebook page! 

mailto:LouiseRomano@StPaulChurch.com
mailto:merimee@veizon.net


ALPHA 
INFORMATIONAL  

SESSIONS 
 

 

We are excited for the start of ALPHA in 

January 2020!  ALPHA introduces the basics of 

the Christian faith through a series of 11 talks 

and discussions.  ALPHA is an opportunity to 

explore the meaning of life in a small group 

setting.  
 

Would you like to learn more about the 

upcoming ALPHA program?  Do you have 

questions regarding what ALPHA is all about?  

Are you curious on how this 11-week event will 

be a benefit to you, your family and friends?   
 

Our parish is offering ALPHA in the English, 

Spanish and Portuguese languages We are 

also featuring a weekly session for teenagers 

during the normal Youth Group Meeting time 

on Sundays.  If you would like to learn more, 

please attend one of the two remaining  
“Come and See“ ALPHA INORMATIONAL 

SESSIONS below: 
 

Thursday, January 9, 2020 

1:00pm & 7:00pm 

Family Center 2 & 3 
 

For more information, please visit 

www.stpaulchurch.com or write to:  

alpha@stpaulchurch.com 
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Alpha Team Leaders (l to r):  Susan Bernardi (English); Dina Baldwin 
(Portuguese);Eva Henriquez and Deacon Frank Henriquez (Spanish) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Pope Francis recently endorsed a first-of-a-kind 

evangelical initiative from missionary leaders from over 34 

countries which convened at the Museum of the Bible 

recently.  This upcoming new year has been deemed: A.D. 

2020 Global Year of the Bible. 

 

The movement, which is a collaboration of like-minded 

organizations, aims to affirm and promote the value of 

the Bible for all people.  The movement also seeks to 

restore the significance of the Bible in traditionally-

Christian Western cultures where children are 

increasingly growing up without exposure to the Gospel 

or a biblical worldview.  

 

The year will also serve to commemorate two important 

anniversaries of Scripture’s role in the Church.  2020 will 

mark the 10th anniversary of Pope Benedict XVI’s 

Apostolic Exhortation Verbum Domini.  2020 is also the 

1,600 anniversary of St. Jerome’s death, whose Latin 

Vulgate translation of the Bible would go on to serve the 

Western Church up until the last century. 

 

At St. Paul Catholic Church, we are encouraging 

parishioners to read the New Testament in 2020.  A 

reading guide appeared in the December 22nd bulletin 

and will also appear in the December 29th bulletin.  

Additionally, the New Testament reading schedule can be 

found on our webpage at:  www.stpaulchurch.com 

https://www.bibleyear2020.com/
https://www.bibleyear2020.com/

