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First of all, thank you for choosing St. Paul as your spiritual home. It is a joy to journey with you in
faith. Our parish is truly amazing ... large, vibrant, multicultural, Spirit-led, and Eucharist centered.
We celebrate our rich cultural diversity and take joy in caring for those in need. Our rich faith provides
an answer to the challenges which face our society ... Jesus is the Divine Healer of mind, heart, body,
and soul.
The Covid-19 pandemic continues to challenge us. I have no doubt that while God did NOT create this
virus, He IS using it to teach us to be more merciful, more grateful, and less self-centered. I think He
is also using this to help to respond generously to the call of St. John Paul II, Pope-emeritus Benedict,
and Pope Francis for a new evangelization. It is not an option to continue as we did before. We can and
must do better! We can serve as the hands, feet, and voice of Christ in the world as we live His Gospel
in word and deed.
With the grace of God and your prayerful support, our parish has thankfully navigated the pandemic
better than most. Still, it has laid bare a great challenge: about 20% of us are doing 80% of the heavy
lifting in regard to attending Mass, being active in ministries, and financially supporting the parish. This
paradigm must change. My hope and prayer is that EVERY member of our parish family will be actively
involved - praying and reading the Bible every day, fully participating at Mass at least every weekend if
not every day, coming to Eucharist Adoration at least once a week, going to confession at least monthly,
and becoming active in at least two different ministries. The first ministry should be something you do
for you. For instance, participating in a Bible Study, Council for Catholic Women, or marriage enrichment
ministry such as MDS or Couples for Christ. The second ministry should be something you do to help others
like serving as a Minister of Hospitality, a youth group Core Team member, or Helping Hands Ministry, or
Knights of Columbus. Be open to God’s call and serve Him and His people!
As you peruse this year’s St. Paul Parish Ministry Directory, circle those ministries that interest you. Pray
for guidance and then reach out to the ministries and explore the possibilities! Becoming active in a
ministry is a great way to serve the Lord while meeting new friends and growing in faith. Not only will it
enrich your life, but your family as well. It is one of the great paradoxes of our faith: the more we give,
the more we receive.
If God places on your heart to start a new ministry, don’t be afraid. Talk to us. We would love to help
you discern how best to respond to that call.
Know that you are in my prayers as well as the prayers of all the priests, deacons, religious, and faithful
laity of our parish.
I pray that we may all courageously grow together in Christ,

Fr. Bill Swengros, Pastor
“Formed by Word and Sacrament, we, the people of St. Paul Catholic Church,
are a Spirit-led, Eucharist-centered, vibrant multicultural Christian community of faith,
living our love for God and neighbor while growing together as disciples of Christ."
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PARISH SCHEDULES

Parish Office Hours

Mass Schedule

Reconciliation/
Confessions

Saturday Vigil Mass: 5:30pm
Saturday Missa em Português: 7:30pm
Sunday Masses: 7:30am, 9:00am, 10:45am,
			
12:30am, 5:30pm
Misa en Español: 2:00pm

Monday through Friday
8:00am - 4:00pm

Monday through Friday
11:00am - 12:00pm
Saturdays
10:00am & 4:00pm
or upon request
(Contact the Parish
Office at 813-961-3023)

Anointing of the Sick
After every 8:30am Saturday
morning Mass or upon request
(Contact the Parish Office at
813-961-3023)

Exposition of the
Blessed Sacrament
Monday through Thursday
following the 7:30am Mass
until 8:30pm Compline and
Benediction

Friday mornings following the
7:30am Mass until Saturday’s
8:30am Mass

Weekend Masses

Daily Masses
Monday through Friday: 7:30am & 12:15pm
Saturday: 8:30am

First Friday Mass in English
Santo Niño/Sacred Heart of Jesus
7:30pm

Third Friday Mass in English
Our Lady of Good Health
7:30pm

Fourth Friday Mass in Español
7:30pm

Funerals

Our bereavement minister, Mary Gant, is prepared to
work with our grieving families who wish to prepare a
personalized funeral for their loved one. Please contact
the Parish Office at (813) 961-3023 during office hours.
If after hours, please call the parish office main line at
(813) 961-3023. You will hear the standard parish call
menu; press 3 for the Funeral Line and at the prompt,
press 1 to leave a message or 2 for immediate assistance.
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At St. Paul Catholic Church, we share the vision of his excellency, Bishop Gregory L. Parkes,
and the Diocese of St. Petersburg by…
Courageously Serving Our Brothers and Sisters by continuing to listen to you our parishioners
and enhancing and developing effective programs to helping you grow in holiness and better
know Jesus; by more graciously welcoming our guests and new parishioners; by working more
closely with our elderly and their needs; and by increasing awareness.
Courageously Accompanying Youth & Young Adults in their life-long journey of faith through
curriculum that enhances our Middle School and High school youth groups; that support our
families in faith sharing; and envision more activity-based events for our Young Adults.
Courageously Sharing Our Faith through effective evangelization and family ministries including
hospitality and intercultural events; establishing a “family-friendly” ministry of mercy; and
equipping our parishioners with more formation programs so they feel comfortable in going out
and spreading the Good News.
We want to serve the needs of our parishioners and the people in our area regardless of whether
they be Catholic or not. If you have suggestions or would like to participate in helping us with
the expanding the vision of St. Paul Catholic Church, we invite you to speak with a member of
the clergy or parish staff.
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PARISH REGISTRATION

Welcome to our St. Paul Parish Family!
We are so happy that you are becoming
a part of our wonderful parish! We
have over 6,900 registered families and
over 95 ministries serving those in our
faith community. Despite our size, we
are a large parish with a small parish
feel and are welcoming and accepting
of all who join us.
We are a spirit-filled parish, evidenced
through our communal prayer and in
the diverse ministries and group
activities we promote and support.
No matter what your station or status in life may be, you will find that the St. Paul community
welcomes you and is prepared to help you participate in the life of the parish to the extent
that is practical for you.

How to Register

We offer a variety of ways to register. If you need assistance, please don’t hesitate to contact
the Parish Office.
• Pick up a “newcomers” folder, Monday thru Friday, 8:00am to 4:00pm at the Parish
Office, in the Narthex of the church or ask a Hospitality Minister (Usher).
• Request a registration form to be mailed to you. Call 813-961-3023 and leave your name,
address and phone number. You can also send an e-mail to ministries@stpaulchurch.com.
• Download a registration form from our website at www.stpaulchurch.com.
• Go to page 57 of this directory, tear out the form, fill it out completely and return it.
• You can return your registration form by mail to the church address at:
St. Paul Catholic Church, 12708 N. Dale Mabry Hwy, Tampa, Florida 33618; placing the
form in the offertory basket; dropping it off at the Parish office; or e-mailing the form to
ministries@stpaulchurch.com.

Our Mission Statement

“Formed by Word and Sacrament, we the people of St. Paul Catholic Church, are a
Spirit-led, Eucharist-centered, vibrant multicultural Christian community of faith,
living our love for God and neighbor while growing together as disciples of Christ.”

Our Vision Statement

“Growing Together as Disciples of Christ”
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SACRAMENTAL INFORMATION

Infant Baptism

Baptism is the beginning of an
exciting journey through Faith,
not only for the child, but for
the entire family! Baptism is
one of God’s most beautiful
gifts to us. Through Baptism,
the child is born into “light”
and is welcomed by the entire
Church family as he/she now
begins his/her journey in
the Spirit. Who else is better
qualified to lead this child by
example than his/her family!
To have a child baptized at St.
Paul, parents are expected to
be active participants in their
worshipping community of faith
by regular attendance at Sunday
Mass. If you have been away
from the Church for a while, our
parish priests, deacons, staff,
and faith community extend
a sincere invitation for you to
return and assure you a warm
welcome! Arrangements for the
Sacrament of Baptism should
begin before the child’s birth.
Our Baptisms are celebrated on
Saturday mornings at 10:00am.
Contact our Baptism
Coordinator, Maria Costa, at
mcosta@stpaulchurch.com or
813-961-3023 for an
interview

First Holy
Communion and
Reconciliation

Preparations for the reception of
the Sacrament of Reconciliation
and First Holy Communion are
coordinated through the Faith
Formation Office. Children who
are baptized and need First
Communion preparation are
asked to attend a minimum
of two school years in a Faith
Formation program, unless he/
she attends a Catholic school.
Parents will be gathered once
a month for Family Faith Group
for a faith reflection and
support on how to pass on their
faith to their children during
the year as part of the Child’s
Faith Formation process.
Contact our Faith Formation
Coordinator, Sonia Eberhardt, at
seberhardt@stpaulchurch.com
or 813-961-3023 for more
information

Confirmation

Along with Baptism and the
Eucharist, Confirmation
constitutes the “Sacraments
of Christian Initiation.” The
reception of the Sacrament of
Confirmation is necessary for
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the completion of baptismal grace.
Our youth, 8th grade and up,
participate in Religious Education
for two years prior to Confirmation.
Depending on the case, adults are
prepared for Confirmation through
RCIA or through individual classes.
Contact Carmen Cayon
for Middle School & High School at
ccayon@stpaulchurch.com and
Maria Costa for Adults
at mcosta@stpaulchurch.com.
Both can be reached at
813-961-3023

RCIA – Rite of
Christian Initiation of
Adults

If any of the following apply to
you, RCIA is just what you need!
• Never been baptized
• Attend Mass but never
formally joined the Church
• Felt called to become
Catholic for many years but
never did
• My family receives
Communion and I would like
to join them
• Baptized Catholic but never
received Confirmation and
Eucharist
Contact Maria Costa at
mcosta@stpaulchurch.com
813-961-3023

SACRAMENTAL INFORMATION

RCIA Adapted for
Teens and for
Children

The Rite of Christian Initiation is
adapted for children ages seven
years and older who are not
baptized and/or older Catholic
children who are baptized
but have not been catechized
(instructed) or received First
Eucharist. The process parallels
the adult process. The adapted
rite sessions take place on
Sunday afternoons and prepare
the children for the reception
of the sacraments of initiation.
Parents should contact the
Faith Formation Director,
Carmen Cayon, at
ccayon@stpaulchurch.com or
813-961-3023

Holy Matrimony

We welcome all couples who
have the desire to celebrate
the Sacrament of Marriage in
the Church. We are here to help
you. The Church requires that
the couple gets ready for this
sacrament, so it is important
that we have at least six (6)
months prior to the wedding
to complete the marriage
preparation. All couples 21
or younger, and those who
have been together for less
than one year, will be asked
to experience some additional
premarital counseling.
We can also help all those
couples who are civilly
married and need to have the
marriage blessed in the Church
(Convalidation).
For more information, please
contact Maria Costa at mcosta@
stpaulchurch.com or
813-961-3023
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Anointing of the Sick

Among the Seven Sacraments,
there is one especially
intended to strengthen those
who are being tried by illness
or the weakness of old age.
We encourage you to seek
anointing BEFORE a scheduled
operation,immediately after
being admitted to hospice care,
for elderly people who have
become noticeably weakened
and sick children seven years of
age and older.
It is a serious mistake to wait too
long, such as until the advanced
stages of a disease, to anoint
a sick person. The fitting time
for anointing is when the sick
person needs the grace of this
sacrament of healing.
We offer Anointing every
Saturday following the 8:30am
Mass or by appointment.
For Anointing of the Sick,
please call the Parish Office at
813-961-3023

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

Catechesis is provided for the children and their families who are not enrolled
in a Catholic school. Families are encouraged to engage in this process together.
Faith Formation is ongoing, lifelong, and should be centered in the home.
Facilitating family Mass participation, understanding and appreciation of the
richness, beauty and meaning of our great faith is at the heart of our formation
goals for the year!

Elementary

Safe Environment Program

Children: you are unique! You have a divine
purpose! You are made to be holy! Children
in grades K - 5 are offered to learn about
Jesus Christ and fall in love with Him and
His Church. Classes are offered each Sunday
morning, Monday afternoons or Tuesday
evenings at the parish. We offer an encounter
with Christ once a year through a retreat in
all grade levels; Holy Adoration before the
Blessed Sacrament; confessions during class
time three times a year; and fun family
oriented events during Advent and Lent.
Parents gather once a month for Family Faith
Group for a faith reflection and support on
how to pass on their faith to their children.

The Diocese of St. Petersburg’s Safe
Environment Program (SEP) is meant to
enable children and vulnerable adults to feel
secure and protected in their surroundings.
All employees and volunteers are required to
take the Safe Environment Program and be
fingerprinted by the Diocese before working
with children, youth, and vulnerable adults.
The Safe Environment Program (SEP) is
mandated by the United States Conference
of Catholic Bishops, the Florida Conference
of Catholic Bishops, the Diocese of St.
Petersburg, and Florida statue to protect
children, youth, and vulnerable adults from
abuse.

Please contact Sonia Eberhardt at
seberhardt@stpaulchurch.com or
813-961-3023 for more information.
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RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

Disciples of the Eucharist

Disciples of the Eucharist is a group for high
school teens who want to dig deeper into
their Catholic faith with their peers. We meet
twice a month on Friday nights for Adoration,
formation and fellowship. We will study the
writings of St. Peter Julian Eymard using “The
Eucharistic Handbook.” If you want to grow in
your faith and meet new friends, this group
is for you!

Youth Ministry - Middle
School Grades 6 thru 8

For more information, contact
Valerie Merimee at
disciplesofeucharist@stpaulchurch.com

Discover who God has called you to be! We
offer open doors to any 6th thru 8th grader to
help you learn about the Catholic faith and
the special purpose that you were created
for. We offer Faith Formation gatherings
for 6th thru 8th grade on either Monday or
Wednesday evenings, where you will dive into
the mysteries of our faith and consider what
being a Christian disciple means. Various
activities will take place other days of the
year including service opportunities, Holy
Adoration before the Blessed Sacrament,
Confessions during class time, social events,
and a retreat, all of which can be found on our
calendars located in the church, parish office,
and website. We also offer a Middle School
Ministry Night where we alternate between
fun games, sports, skits, dancing, and food!
Parents will be gathered regularly during the
year as part of the Child’s Faith Formation
process. 8th Graders in need of Confirmation
please refer to the Confirmation section of the
Directory. Come join the fun and discover how
much God loves you!

Youth Ministry - High
School - Grades 9 thru 12

High Schoolers are invited to join us Sunday
evenings from 6:30pm-8:30pm for our High
School Youth Group! We begin after the
5:30pm Mass and will continue the evening
with food (no purchase required) and games.
At 7:00pm, we will come together for a night
of fellowship, faith, prayer and worship.
We will engage in thoughtful discussions
of scripture and social issues. We will also
have a variety of activities that will take
place throughout the year including service
opportunities, social events and retreats.

For more information, contact Vanessa
Vasquez, at vvasquez@stpaulchurch.com

For more information, contact
Laura Wendt at lwendt@stpaulchurch.com
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RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

Vacation Bible School

High School Confirmation
Preparation Grades 9-12

A weeklong summer program for children
going into PreK-4 to grade 5. Children learn
about a specific bible theme through prayer,
music, skits, crafts, outdoor activities, and
snacks. Great service opportunity for youth
and teens going into grades 6-12.

Classes are offered weekly for High School
students who have not been Confirmed and
have already participated in a minimum of one
year of Faith Formation either by attending
Catholic School or a Parish Religious Education
Program. Classes meet on Sundays from
12:00pm–1:15pm. These students are also
required to attend workshops/retreats and
other items as required in order to prepare
for Confirmation. Confirmation takes place in
May, date to be determined. A Confirmation
Orientation is offered in late September that is
MANDATORY for student and parent to attend.

We need: Adult catechists and assistants. All
adults must be Safe Environment trained and
background checked to work with our youth.
For more information, contact Theresa Adams
at vbs@stpaulchurch.com
or 813-961-3023

For more information
contact Carmen Cayon,
Director of Faith Formation at
confirmation@stpaulchurch.com
or 813-961-3023

Home-Based
Faith Formation

Families who are not able to bring their
children regularly are encouraged to consider
our Home-Based Faith Formation program.
The parent/guardian becomes the child’s
“main catechist” at the time and day of your
convenience. We provide training and support
via our online curriculum’s website. Families
use the same curriculum as the children in
weekly classrooms and meet three time a
year as a group for guidance, support and
faith sharing experience. Our Home-Based
Coordinator will send regular emails, keeping
families in touch with parish activities and
important dates. Children in this program are
eligible to participate in confession,
Adoration, any retreat or events that Faith
Formation offers.

Children with Special Needs

Religious Education Program is available
for any child who has any special need that
requires some kind of accommodation, be it
physical, emotional, language, etc. Call us so
we can design a plan just for your family.
Parents should contact Sonia Eberhardt at
seberhardt@stpaulchurch.com
or 813-961-3023
for more information

For more information, contact
Sonia Eberhardt at
seberhardt@stpaulchurch.com
or 813-961-3023

12

PRESCHOOL

Our Mission:

To encourage the spiritual, intellectual, and emotional
growth of each child using developmentally appropriate
practices. Working in partnership with family members
as well as our Parish and community, we provide a safe,
nurturing, Catholic environment where children are free
to learn, play and grow.

License # CHC110273

Excellence in Catholic Preschool Education
for 40 years.
Classes offered: (Program availability subject to
change pending sufficient enrollment)

2-year-olds
•
•

2 Day (Tuesday/Thursday)
3 Day (Monday/Wednesday/Friday)

•
•
•

2 Day (Tuesday/Thursday)
3 Day (Monday/Wednesday/Friday)
5 Day (Monday - Friday)

•

5 Day (Monday - Friday)

3-year-olds

4-year-olds

Our Staff:

Our dedicated and caring staff is exceptionally wellqualified and experienced in the field of early childhood
education. Our teachers meet or exceed standards
set by the National Association for the Education of
Young Children (NAEYC), Diocese of St. Petersburg
Office of Catholic Schools, the State of Florida VPK and
Hillsborough County Licensing.
Director: Mindy Geer
Email: preschool@stpaulchurch.com
Phone: (813) 264-3314
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OUR CULTURAL COMMUNITIES
BRAZILIAN

A paroquia Saint Paul (São Paulo) é abençoada por ter uma comunidade brasileira vibrante sob
a proteção de Nossa Senhora Aparecida. Oferecemos missa em português todos os sábados às
7:30pm. Além disto, nos reunimos:
• Cenáculo de Maria (Mary’s Cenacle) – grupo integrante do Movimento Sacerdotal Mariano
que se reúne toda quinta-feira, às 8pm nas casas dos paroquianos, para rezar o terço e pelas
famílias, meditar o evangelho do dia e sobre alguma mensagem de Nossa Senhora de Fatima.
• Terço dos Homens – Grupo de homens da Comunidade que se reúne toda 3˚ quinta-feira do
mês às 7:40pm nas casas dos paroquianos, para rezar o terço e fortalecer o papel do homem
na família.
• Encontro de Oração – Grupo da Renovação Carismática Católica, que se reúne toda sextafeira as 7pm na Saint Michael Cabin (Saint Paul)
• Estudo bíblico em português – grupo se reúne duas vezes por mês para o estudo da Palavra
de Deus (acompanhar o boletim para maiores informações)
• Liturgia Infantil – encontro aos sábados durante as missas em português onde nossas crianças
ouvem a Palavra de Deus numa linguagem que facilita o entendimento para elas.
Como comunidade, nos também nos reunimos para comemorar os tradicionais feriados brasileiros,
como o Dias das Mães (segundo sábado de maio), Tríduo Junino e Festa Junina (segundo sábado
de junho), Dia dos Pais, (segundo sábado de agosto), Dia de Nossa Senhora Aparecida e Dia das
Crianças, no dia da Festa de Nossa Senhora Aparecida (12 de outubro).
Durante o Advento temos a Novena de Natal e uma festa especial de Natal, e no Domingo de
Pascoa temos o nosso tradicional Picnic de Pascoa da comunidade em um parque.
Os membros da nossa comunidade brasileira são ativos em todos os Ministérios da Saint Paul e
participam com alegria das nossas muitas celebrações multiculturais e das liturgias trilíngues. Se
você quer participar da obra de Deus em nossa comunidade, temos vários ministérios da liturgia
e eventos. Nos procure, todos são muito bem-vindos.

Para maiores informações, entrar em contato com
Daniele da Silva (813) 619-9687
ou Angela Machado (813) 410-5709
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OUR CULTURAL COMMUNITIES
HISPANIC

Comunidad Hispana de la parroquia St. Paul
Misa en Español todos los Domingos a las 2:00pm

HACE YA MÁS DE 30 años fue celebrada la primera misa en español y desde entonces la Parroquia
St. Paul ha sido bendecida con una vibrante y participativa Comunidad Hispana. Esta comunidad
ha ido creciendo y cada día está más involucrada y comprometida en todas las actividades de
nuestra Parroquia. Esto permite afirmar que cada rincón en donde se habla español alrededor del
mundo está representado por algún fiel y comprometido feligrés en nuestra Parroquia. Además
del compromiso, alegría y participación la diversidad cultural define también a la comunidad
Hispana en St. Paul y ésta siempre ferviente, congregada y activa en los Ministerios que a
continuación se mencionan:
• Diálogo Matrimonial (MDS, Marriage Dialogue in Spanish) es un magnífico grupo de
parejas que se reúnen semanalmente los Martes a las 7:30pm para oraciones, estudio
y apoyo mutuo de sus vidas. Casados y no casados, todos son bienvenidos. Para más
información, favor contactar a Gustavo and Jackie Salazar at 813-766-0824.
• La Legión de María, empezada en Irlanda para promover la fe por medio de la oración
y obras apostólicas. Se reúne todos los Martes a las 7:30pm a 9:00pm. Para más
información, contactar a Maria Sierra al 813-264-2776 o a Isabel Garrote al 813-264-2245.
• Grupo de Oración “Amor de Jesús” se reúne los Jueves a las 7:00pm en el salón San
Miguel, para alabar, adorar y cantar al Señor. Este grupo de oración carismático es un
magnífico medio para crecer en la fe! Para más información contactar a Blanca Bravo al
813-506-3258.
• Ultreya de Cursillos de Cristiandad se reúne el segundo viernes de los meses pares
a las 7:00pm. Para más información contacte a María Elena Quesada vía email a
cursillo-esp@stpaulchurch.com.
• Nuestro Fiat es un maravilloso grupo que se reúne semanalmente para desarrollar la
relación personal con Dios por medio de la oración, reflexión y meditación. Para más
información, contactar a Gilma Huie al 813-963-2953.
• Estudio Bíblico en Español es un Estudio basado en tres partes, del Teólogo Católico Jeff
Cavins: 1) El Estudio de toda la Biblia en 24 sesiones, conocido como un “Viaje a Través
de toda la Biblia”; 2) El Evangelio de San Mateo en 24 sesiones; 3) Los Hechos de los
Apóstoles en 20 sesiones. En el año 2022 se dará la tercera parte. Nos reunimos todos
los Miércoles a las 7:30 pm en el Centro Familiar y simultáneamente por Zoom. Para más
información contactar a Gaetano o Pilar Garibaldi al 813-943-5887.
También, la Comunidad Hispana participa activamente en todos los eventos de la parroquia!

Déjanos saber cómo podemos servirle mejor a
Sandra Castillo at 813-997-7632 or
hispanic@stpaulchurch.com
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OUR CULTURAL COMMUNITIES
FILIPINO

Our Filipino Ministry first began in 1988 meeting

in homes and for a monthly First Friday Mass with the
late Father Fred Buckley. From our humble beginnings,
we have grown throughout the years. Open to all, we
gather:
• Every Friday (except Good Friday) at 7:00pm, we
meet the Rosary and perpetual novena to Santo Niño
in the Family Room.
• Every 1st Friday, to celebrate Mass in the main
Church at 7:30pm, following the 7:00pm Rosary and
Santo Niño Novena.
• Every 3rd Friday, we join the Indian Community in
praying the Novena to Our Lady of Good Health,
Novena to Santo Niño at 7:00pm, and participate in
Mass following the novena.
We gather throughout the year to celebrate our rich
religious traditions.
• Every 4th Saturday of the Month, we pray the
Novena to Our Lady of Peñafrancia at the Santo Niño
Shrine after the 8:30 am Mass. The fiesta Mass is
celebrated every 3rd Sunday of September.
• On the Second Sunday of October, we will have Mass
and celebrate the Feast of Our Lady of Pilar.
• Before Christmas and starting on December 15th,
we celebrate the Simbang Gabi (9 Advent Novenas
and Masses). These take place in Churches throughout the Diocese culminating on December 23rd at
7:00pm.
• The highlight of our year is the Feast of Santo Niño.
It is preceded with Nine Day Novena and Mass,
candlelit procession on the vigil of the Feast day,
and culminating with Mass on the Feast of Santo
Niño 3rd Sunday of January beginning at 4:30pm and
followed by the cultural “Sinulog Festival”.
• Every First Saturday of May, we celebrate the Feast
of St. Joseph the Worker with Mass beginning at
noon.
We also hold Couples for Christ International Ministry
Prayer Assembly every other month.

For more information, contact:
Ed and Susan Bilbao
813-503-6460 or 813-323-0454
filipino@stpaulchurch.com
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OUR CULTURAL COMMUNITIES
INDIAN

Our Lady of Good Health Ministry

is hosted by the Indian community with the mission to
share the love and grace of our dear Lord Jesus Christ
through the intercession of Our Lady of Good Health.
Mother Mary has miraculously chosen our parish to
establish her shrine through which she nourishes our
faith towards her beloved infant Jesus. Day by day, more
and more miracles are happening to those who adores
her and participates in her novena celebrations. On the
3rd Friday of each month, a special Novena and Mass is
dedicated in honor of Our Lady of Good Health at our
parish followed by a fellowship dinner. Our Lady of Good
Health is guiding our ministry in extending its operation
by building a prayer warrior team willing to serve the
people in need, by conducting special prayers and by
providing free miraculous holy oil from the original
basilica of Our Lady of Good Health (India). On behalf of
our ministry, we kindly invite you all to join our ministry
to serve and to be served. We also cordially invite all the
parishioners to join us during our monthly Novena Prayer
& Holy Mass.
• Every 3rd Friday there is a special Novena at 7:00pm
followed by a Mass.
• On the feast day of Our Lady of Good Health,
Sept. 8, 2022, a grand fiesta celebration will be
conducted with special healing Mass and reception.
Our Lady of Good Health ministry takes pride in being
a part of the renowned St Paul Catholic church, and we
cordially invite everyone to share our devotion for our
Blessed Mother.
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For more information, please
contact Edward Jayaraj at
813-390-5366 or

ourladyofgoodhealth@stpaulchurch.com
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Altar Servers

altarservers@stpaulchurch.com

Being an altar server is serving God and His
people at Mass by assisting the priest and
deacon in the celebration of the liturgy. The
members of this ministry serve at Masses,
weddings, and funerals (if needed), all Holy
Days of Obligation, as well as special Masses
and prayer services.

parish by enhancing the worship space with
liturgical symbols, plants, flowers, and other
design elements while supporting each
other in our efforts. The members of this
ministry have fun while caring for one
another and for the plants in the Church,
Parish Center, Family Center, and special
floral displays, especially at the Easter
and Christmas seasons and during special
celebrations. All are welcome! The time
commitment varies throughout the year but is
especially heavy during the Advent/
Christmas and Holy Week/Easter seasons.
We welcome those with artistic abilities,
flower arranging, design; or if you just
like to be a doer, moving, packing, and
storing materials, we need your help as well.
We meet in the Church narthex each Thursday
afternoon 2:00pm-4:00pm and as needed at
varied times throughout the year.

Servers are typically scheduled at their
regularly attended Mass and placed on a rotating
schedule, usually once every other week.
Training and ongoing formation are provided.
Boys and girls who have received their First
Holy Communion and are in the 5th Grade and
active in Faith Formation (4th graders can server
during evening and daily Mass) and beyond are
invited to become Altar Servers. We would
love to have college students and young adults
to join the ministry.
As an altar server, you learn why we do
everything that we do at mass and get more
out of the mass, make great friends, learn
lifelong skills like punctuality, discipline and
responsibility, become more involved in our
church community, and you gain a better
appreciation of the priesthood. Come and join
the altar server ministry.

Arts & Liturgical
Environment

arts-and-environment@stpaulchurch.com
The purpose of this ministry is to create a
beautiful and prayerful environment for our
18

Candle Ministry

candleministry@stpaulchurch.com
The Candle Ministry is ideal for those who
are only available certain days or at various
times throughout the day and night. The
candles located in the chapel and the Church
are replaced with fresh candles when they
burn out. The candle ministers insure that the
candle area is kept clean and well stocked.
There are no set schedules. Volunteers can
restock after attending their favorite Mass or
at other time they are in the Church.

LITURGICAL MINISTRIES

Daily Mass

Eucharistic Adoration

We are privileged to have two weekday Masses
(7:30am and 12:15pm) here at St. Paul’s. The
needs at the daily Mass are equally as great as
at our weekend Masses. Are you being called to
serve at the weekday Masses as a Sacristan, an
Extraordinary Minister of Holy Communion, an
Altar Server or a Lector?

Recently, Pope Francis spoke of the fraternal
life as an indispensable element of witness to
the true meaning of brotherhood in the world
– especially in today’s world.

liturgist@stpaulchurch.com

adoration@stpaulchurch.com

“This fraternity presupposes the fatherhood
of God and the motherhood of the Church and
of the Virgin Mary. We must each day place
ourselves once again in this relationship, and
we can do so with prayer, the Eucharist, with
adoration, with the Rosary.”
Here at St. Paul we have been given the
privilege of offering Eucharistic Adoration
each Monday through Thursday, from 8:00am
to 9:00pm, and each Friday after the 7:30am
Mass until Saturday before the 8:30am
Mass. We have a core group of committed
adorers who faithfully know that this is an
important way to show devotion, gratitude,
and adoration to the Real Presence of Christ
in the Blessed Sacrament. We would like to
include you in this beautiful Ministry!
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Eucharistic Ministers to
the Sick

must be well grounded in the Catholic faith
and be familiar with scripture, liturgy, and the
Mass. The time commitment varies and one
must be available to answer the call to serve.

ems-to-sick@stpaulchurch.com
Eucharistic Ministers to the Sick take the
Eucharist to those individuals who are sick and
homebound, in nursing homes, and unable to
attend Mass. You must be a compassionate
individual who is called to serve with the sick
and dying. The time commitment varies in home
visitations. We serve four nursinghomesand
an Independent Living Facility every Friday
morning with a commitment of two hours once a
month. AllEucharistic Ministers to the Sick must
be registered members at St. Paul Parish for a
minimum of six (6) months and must be
practicing Catholics in good standing in the
Catholic Church. You must complete an online
SEP training and a fingerprint background
check.

Laundry Ministry

laundryministry@stpaulchurch.com
Laundry ministry is a behind the scene service
for our parish. The launderers wash and iron
purificators (the cloths that wipe each
Chalice), towels for Mass and Baptisms. They also
wash and iron or bring Clergy Albs, Chasubles,
Dalmatics and Stoles to be professionally
cleaned. This ministry is similar to the
Sacristan ministry.

Lectors
(Readers)

lectors@stpaulchurch.com
Proclaim the Word of God
for St. Paul parish at our
Sunday, Saturday Vigil,
Daily, and Holy Day Masses and
other liturgical celebrations
throughout the year. Lectors
read at one of the Sunday
liturgies or at the Saturday
vigil once a month. Training,
evenings of reflection and
workshops are offered
throughout the year to foster collaboration
and promote community. We encourage
and welcome our youth who have
received the Sacrament of Confirmation to
become lectors. The ability to read in a
deliberate and concise manner with a clear
voice is required to proclaim the liturgy – to
resonate the Word for those in attendance.

Extraordinary Ministers of
Holy Communion

emhc@stpaulchurch.com
As Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion,
we have been called to serve the Body
and Blood of Christ to God’s people in the
absence of a sufficient number of priests and
deacons. This Ministry has been described as
the Ministry of Humble Service and Immense
Love. You must be able to commit to serving
every two weeks with special signups for
Holy Days and liturgical events throughout
the year. You must be a registered member
of St. Paul Parish, and a practicing Catholic
in good standing. Upper high school students
who have been confirmed are also invited to
discern to become an EMHC. Please contact
or e-mail us for a discernment application.

Funeral Ministry

funerals@stpaulchurch.com
Members of this ministry assist in the planning
and celebration of the funeral Mass and
liturgical functions for the funeral and wake
services. This ministry deals with families in
one of their most difficult and trying times.
Our ministry members need to be kind and
compassionate and capable of grief and
bereavement work with the families. You
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Music Ministry

Coral da Comunidade Brasileira:

There are many music groups for all ages and
interests. If you would like to participate
in any of the following, please contact the
music ministry office at 813-961-3023 or email
mgant@stpaulchurch.com.

Handbell Ensemble:

O coral da comunidade Brasileira ensaia nas
Quintas-feiras a noite e canta na Missa de Sábado
às 7:30pm.

music@stpaulchurch.com

The Handbell Ensemble is open to ringers with
a level of musical training that results in being
able to read and follow music well. Previous
handbell experience is not required. Availability
for and commitment to rehearsals is a must.
The ensemble rehearses on Thursdays from
6:15pm-7:30pm. The ensemble rings at the 10:45am
Mass throughout the year, and at various other
liturgies as needed.

St. Paul Choir:

The St. Paul Choir is open to anyone in high
school and up. They meet on Wednesdays from
7:00pm-9:00pm and minister at the 10:45am Mass
on Sundays. Consistency in attendance is top
priority and the ability to match pitch is a must.
Auditions by appointment.

Cantors:

Daily Mass Music:

Cantors lead our congregation in singing our hymns
and the various Mass parts. If you have competent
vocal abilities and are interested in leading the
assembly in song, please contact the music ministry
office at 813-961-3023 or email
mgant@stpaulchurch.com.

Cantors and instrumentalists lead the music
at the 12:15pm daily Mass. Rehearsals are
scheduled prior to Mass.

Life Teen Choir:

The Life Teen Choir is open to enthusiastic
teens and young adults who want to praise God
through music of today’s Contemporary Christian
composers. The group rehearses at 4:00pm on
Sunday afternoons and minister at the 5:30pm
Sunday Mass. Auditions by appointment.

Instrumentalists:

We welcome proficient instrumentalists who would
like to minister at any of our liturgies. If you play
an instrument, contact the music office to set up
a time to meet with the music director.

Coro Hispano de San Pablo:

Music Camp:

El Coro en español ensaya cada dos jueves a
las 7:30pm, y canta en la misa de las 2:00pm el
domingo. Contacto Blanca Crespo at
813-948-0472.

music-camp@stpaulchurch.com

The annual Music Camp is designed for middle
school and high school musicians and vocalists.
Those interested in attending this camp may
need to provide their own instruments. Previous
musical instrument and/or voice experience is
recommended. The goals of the camp are to
have the group lead songs independently, build
teamwork, and give youth an opportunity to
participate in worship music for their own spiritual
development.

Tech Ministry:

Our tech volunteers run the PowerPoint slides
during the weekend Masses. This is a great
opportunity for teenagers needing service hours.
Call 813-961-3023 or email
mgant@stpaulchurch.com.
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Quinceañera

Minimum requirements include setup of the
Mass once or twice a month; one-half hour
before and after the Mass; you can serve on
Holy Days, during special liturgies and/or
funerals. You must be a registered parishioner,
18 years or older or in third grade accompanied
by a parent who is a sacristan. Sacristans must
be faithful and always aware that they are
the ones who perform the important tasks
necessary before the liturgy can take place.

mcosta@stpaulchurch.com
The best way to start a Quinceañera
celebration is with a blessing in the Church.
In most Latin countries, Quinceañera is a big
event that celebrates the transition of a girl
into adulthood.
Please contact the coordinator, Maria Costa
at 813-961-3023 for a meeting. If you are
familiar with the Hispanic culture and you
speak Spanish, you can also volunteer to help
out during the liturgy celebration.

Ushers / Hospitality

ushers@stpaulchurch.com
Welcome to the Hospitality Ministry where we
aim to present the love of Christ to everyone.
Our goals are to make people comfortable,
ensure safety, and answer questions. We
assists in seating, presenting the offertory
and gifts, directing the procession of the
assembly during the Communion Rite, aiding
our disabled individuals and directing the
Eucharist brought to those who need it. At
the conclusion of the Mass, we pass out the
parish bulletins. Our Hospitality Ministers are
assigned to a Mass of their choice. You must
have the ability to come 20 minutes early
and remain 10 minutes after Mass. There are
special signups for Holy Days and liturgical
events throughout the year. All adults and
fifth graders and older are welcome to join
this ministry.

Sacristan (Altar Care Ministry)

sacristans@stpaulchurch.com
Anyone who is loyal and has Martha’s hands
but Mary’s heart would make a wonderful
sacristan. This is a “servant’s” ministry.
The Sacristan is responsible for making the
preparations necessary for the celebration of
the Mass and other liturgical celebrations. We
prepare the altar, sacred vessels, candles and
set the books for Mass while maintaining the
cleanliness and order in the working sacristy.
We are responsible for assuring proper
treatment of the Holy Species, namely that
of the Sacred Blood and Blessed Sacrament
during and after the celebration. We are also
responsible that the Holy Tabernacle is secure.

Wedding Coordinator

weddings@stpaulchurch.com
The Wedding Coordinator Ministry is dedicated
to providing both the bride and the groom
assistance and support in coordinating the
wedding rehearsal and the ceremony within
the parish. We are a group of volunteers who
are trained to assist the wedding party in
making this day a most memorable one!
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Amor de Jesus Prayer
Group en Español

We meditate on the life of consecration to Our
Lady, experience fraternity through sharing,
and renew the act of consecration to the
Immaculate Heart of Mary. Our spirituality
is: the consecration to the Immaculate Heart
of Mary, the union with the Pope and the
united Church and lead the faithful to a life
of surrender to Our Lady.

amordejesus@stpaulchurch.com
“El propósito del Grupo de Oración Carismático
Amor De Jesús es alabar y glorificar a Dios,
venerar a la Santísima Virgen María, difundir
la palabra de Dios y servir a la comunidad de
la Parroquia de St Paul en un espíritu de amor
y hermandad. Hacemos esto usando todos los
dones y carismas inspirados por el Espíritu
Santo. Usamos cantos de alabanza,
meditaciones compartidas ó en silencio,
lecturas Bíblicas, profecías, oración en
lenguas, testimonios y otros dones. Le damos
la bienvenida a todos los que buscan al Señor
por medio del poder y la dirección del Espíritu
Santo. Nos reunimos todos los Jueves a las
7:00pm, en el “Salón San Miguel.”

Cursillo en Español

cursillo-esp@stpaulchurch.com
The Cursillo Movement se reúne el segundo
viernes de los meses pares a las 7:00pm.
Para más información contactar
Maria Elena Quesada
813-728-5581

Divine Mercy Cenacles

divinemercycenacles@stpaulchurch.com
Divine Mercy Cenacles are small,faith-sharing
groups which meet twice per month to: enjoy
fellowship; deepen their Catholic faith and
knowledge of the Divine Mercy message; share
their struggles and joys in life; and perform
spiritual and corporal works of mercy. The
cenacles deepen our understanding and
experience of The Divine Mercy message,
which our Lord invites us to exercise toward
all others. Groups are in English and Spanish
languages. Come join us in experiencing the
mercy of our Lord…. everyone is welcome!

Cenacle of Mary Rosa
Mistica em Português

cenacle-rosa-mistica@stpaulchurch.com
O Cenáculo de Maria é um encontro de oração
que faz parte do Movimento Mariano fundado
pelo Padre Gobbi atendendo à um pedido
de Nossa Senhora em Fátima. Nos reunimos
todas as Quinta-feiras às 8pm nas casas dos
paroquianos (é necessário agendamento)
para rezar o terço, ler o Evangelho do dia e
uma das mensagens que Nossa Senhora deu
ao Padre Gobbi; meditamos sobre a vida
de consagração a Nossa Senhora, fazemos
uma experiência de fraternidade através da
partilha e renovamos o ato de consagração
ao Coração Imaculado de Maria. Nossa
espiritualidade é: a consagração ao Coração
Imaculado de Maria; a união ao Papa e à Igreja
a Ele unida; e levar os fiéis a uma vida de
entrega a Nossa Senhora.

“My Heart overflows with great mercy for souls,
especially for poor sinners. If only they could understand that I am the best of Fathers to them…”
(Diary 367)

The Cenacle of Mary is a prayer meeting that
is part of the Marian Movement founded by
Father Gobbi at the request of Our Lady in
Fatima. We meet every Thursday at 8:00pm in
parishioners’ houses (scheduling is required)
to pray the rosary, read the Gospel of the day
and one of the messages Our Lady gave to
Father Gobbi;
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Cenáculos de la Divina
Misericordia

Gospel in English. We meet every Tuesday
from 7:30pm to 9:00pm in the Parish Center.
For more information, contact Maria Sierra
at (813) 264-2776.

divinemercycenacles@stpaulchurch.com
Los Cenáculos de la Divina Misericordia son
pequeños grupos de fe que se reúnen dos veces
al mes para: disfrutar del compañerismo;
profundizar su fe católica y el conocimiento
del mensaje de la Divina Misericordia;
compartir sus luchas y alegrías en la vida; y
realizar obras de misericordia espirituales y
corporales. Los cenáculos profundizan nuestra
comprensión y experiencia del mensaje de la
Divina Misericordia, que nuestro Señor nos
invita a ejercitar hacia todos los demás. Los
grupos están en inglés y español. Ven y únete
a nosotros para experimentar la misericordia
de nuestro Señor…. ¡todos son bienvenidos!

Men’s Prayer Group

mens-prayer-breakfast@stpaulchurch.com
This ministry meets the fourth Saturday of
every month. They start with 8:30am Mass,
then move to the Family Center to enjoy
breakfast while discussing and reflecting upon
Sunday’s Gospel.

Nuestro Fiat en español

nuestrofiat@stpaulchurch.com
Nuestro Fiat es un programa para pequeños
grupos, diseñado para ayudar a acercarse a
Dios en una relación personal por medio de
la meditación en la escritura y escuchando
devotamene al Espíritu Santo.

“Mi Corazón rebosa de gran misericordia
por las almas, especialmente por los pobres
pecadores. Si pudieran entender que soy el
mejor de los Padres para ellos ... ” (Diario
367)

Combina la oración personal diaria de cada
persona, con la del grupo pequeño, que se
reune semanalmente. Nuestro Fiat ofrece el
camino para que todas las personas contesten
llamada de Jesús “Sígueme,” y “Habita en
mí.” Nuestro Fiat ayuda a las personas a
desarrollar el hábito de la oración diaria.”

Our Mother of Mercy
Prayer Group

motherofmercy@stpaulchurch.com
We pray in reparation for all those who are
suffering and those who are in various forms
of captivity. We pray the rosary, the Chaplet
of the Divine Mercy and other prayers for
approximately one hour. We pray and minister
individually to people who are experiencing
a lot of pain at the conclusion of our hour of
prayer. We meet every Tuesday at 1:00pm in
the Family Room. The Family Room is located
at the rear of the church.

Legion of Mary en español

legionofmary-esp@stpaulchurch.com
Visits new parishioners and offer spiritual
support as well as fostering devotion to the
Mother of God. We also visit Assisted Living
Facilities and pray the rosary at funerals. We
pray the rosary before the Spanish Mass on the
4th Friday of each month. We also help during
the Spanish Mass on Sunday explaining the
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St. Padre Pio Prayer Group

participantes a experimentar um pentecostes
pessoal, crescer na fé e chegar à maturidade
da vida cristã plena do Espírito Santo, segundo
os desejos de Jesus. Buscamos também,
a vida comunitária num espírito de amor e
fraternidade, servindo a nossa comunidade e
aos irmãos com muita alegria. Todos são bem
vindos a participar desse tesouro de Deus.”

padrepio@stpaulchurch.com

Padre Pio is a powerful intercessor for us before
Almighty God. The Padre Pio Prayer Group meets
on the fourth Wednesday of each month in the
Family Center of St. Paul Catholic Church after
the 12:15pm Mass. We pray the rosary and prayers
for the intentions of the Holy Father. Afterwards,
we have a brief discussion. Join us to learn more
about St. Padre Pio and his devout spiritual life.
All are welcome.

Spiritual Motherhood for
Priests

spiritualmothers@stpaulchurch.com
Spiritual maternity is a hidden vocation within
a vocation for all women – single or married,
lay or consecrated religious, young or mature
– who recognize a call to offer prayer and
sacrifices to strengthen and protect priests
so they may grow in holiness. We are and
intergenerational group who are enlivened
and guided by the Holy Spirit as we strive to
imitate the virtues of the Blessed Virgin Mary
and her special maternity for each priest.
We gather once per week to join together in
prayer: with petitions, litanies, intercessions
and the rosary for the sanctification and
protection of our shepherds, the priests.
Additionally, we gather at other times during
the year for Holy Hours, ministry events and
fellowship.
Are you being called to join? If you are
interested and would like to know more,
please reach out by email to:
spiritualmothers@stpaulchurch.com

Rosa Mística Prayer Group

rosamística@stpaulchurch.com
O Grupo de Oração Nossa Senhora Rosa
Mística é um grupo de oração carismático.
Nos reunimos na primeira, terceira e quinta
sexta-feira do mês, no St. Michael building, às
7:00pm para rezar, louvar e glorificar a Deus.
Nas nossas reuniões de oração, honramos e
veneramos à Virgem Maria. Usamos todos os
dons carismáticos; como: oração em língua,
profecias, cânticos de louvor, proclamação
da palavra, pregação querigmática e
testemunhos.
O objetivo do grupo de oração é levar os seus

Terco dos Homens

tercodoshomens@stpaulchurch.com
Todas as terceiras quinta-feira de cada mes.
Das 7:40pm as 9:40pm. Venha rezar o terco
com os demais homens da nossa comunidade.
Voce ira se surpreender como faz bem demais!
25

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

supervision of the children. This is a great
opportunity for adults and middle school/high
school youth to help these eager youngsters
learn the Word of the Lord.

Baptism Preparation

baptism@stpaulchurch.com
Preparation of the parents and godparents who
have requested the Sacrament of Baptism for
their child is essential to help them understand
the importance of this beautiful sacrament.
Baptism Preparation Classes are a prerequisite
for both parents and godparents before having
the child baptized. Classes in English and
Spanish are scheduled on the first Saturday
of every month and classes in Portuguese are
available as needed. The nursery is available
to assist should you need childcare.

Confirmation Preparation
Middle School & High School

confirmation@stpaulchurch.com
The confirmation program consists of selfdirected study, periodic meetings for parents/
sponsors and candidates, retreats, and
community service. If you love to share your
faith and enjoy working with teenagers, you
are encouraged to get involved in this program.
Your time commitment is once a month for two
hours plus your personal preparation time for
the classes.

We invite couples with children or any member
of our community to participate in this
beautiful ministry. They should be members
of the St. Paul faith community who actively
participate in receiving the Sacraments of the
Church.

We Need: Teachers, mentors, retreat
coordinators, technology assistants, fun
activity leaders, special events coordinators,
and administrative assistants. All adults must
be obtain Safe Environment training and Level
II background screened to work with our youth.

Children’s Liturgy of the Word

childrens-liturgy@stpaulchurch.com
Children’s Liturgy of the Word is an ageappropriate Liturgy of the Word offered for
children, ages 5-8, during the 9:00am Sunday
Mass, the 2:00pm Sunday Mass, and at the
7:30pm Saturday Portuguese Mass. No preregistration required!

Contact the
Faith Formation Office at
(813) 961-3023

Just before the Liturgy of the Word begins for
the assembly, these children are invited to go
with the weekly leaders from the church to the
Meeting Room. During this special time, the
volunteer catechist leads the children through
prayers, songs and readings that are simplified
for children. The children learn about the same
Scripture readings as the rest of the assembly.
They are taught a simplified main message
of the readings and are encouraged to share
that message with their parents after Mass.
Volunteers are needed to teach the lessons
each week, as well as to assist with the

Faith Formation Catechists

faith-formation@stpaulchurch.com
Do you enjoy working with children? Are you
an active Catholic who loves their Catholic
faith and wants to deepen their relationship
with Christ through sharing their faith? We
are always in need of catechists to help our
children encounter Jesus, prepare them to
become disciples and for the sacraments. Your
commitment would be about 1.5 hours a week
plus preparation time.
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Ignite Your Faith

individual candidates and catechumens in the
last three phases of the process (Catechumenate,
Purification & Enlightenment, and Mystagogia).
Sponsors need to be fully initiated themselves
(Baptized, Confirmed and celebrated Eucharist), in
a valid Catholic marriage if married, at least 16
years of age, and practicing their faith regularly.
The ideal candidate to be a sponsor would be
someone who has been through the RCIA process
themselves.

ignite-your-faith@stpaulchurch.com

Come travel with your fellow parishioners and
your priests!! Let us help bring you closer to your
faith thru the participation of pilgrimages. These
pilgrimages are organized in both the United States
and internationally. Our excursions encompass
religious sites, conferences and related activities
that brings people closer to experiencing their faith
through travel and other opportunities of gathering
and engagement.

What is the time commitment for volunteer
team members? Sponsors attend weekly sessions,
typically every Sunday for the 9:00am Mass followed
by the RCIA session for an hour after Mass during
the period of the Catechumenate (about 24 weeks
for about 50 hours). In addition, Sponsors will meet
with their Candidate or Catechumen periodically
to help them learn their Catholic Prayers, invite
them to events in the Parish (Service, Devotional,
and Social), attend the retreat(s) before initiation
(6 hours on a Saturday), the Rite of Election at the
Cathedral, all the Rites of the Church and the preInitiation Rehearsal.

Marriage Preparation

marriageprep@stpaulchurch.com

We are here to help you. The Church requires that
the couple gets ready for this sacrament, so it is
important that we have at least six (6) months
prior to the wedding to complete the marriage
preparation. All couples 21 or younger, and those
who have been together for less than one year, will
be asked to experience some additional premarital
counseling.

Catechists would put in time preparing for the
Breaking Open the Word and catechetical sessions,
plus the sessions themselves (typically about 4-5
hours a month). The time commitment for other
team members would vary depending on their level
of involvement.
Is there training for RCIA Team Members? Sponsors
are invited to a workshop during which they will
be briefed on the role of the sponsor in RCIA.
Catechists would typically have received advanced
training through the diocesan catechist certification
program, the Lay Pastoral Ministry Institute, or
comparable programs. All team members are
also encouraged to attend at least one or more
workshops on RCIA offered by the Diocese of St.
Petersburg each year.

For more information, please contact
Maria Costa at 813-961-3023

RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation
of Adults)
rcia-adults@stpaulchurch.com

What are the roles of the RCIA Team Members?
RCIA Team Members include Sponsors who
accompany individual candidates and catechumens
through the RCIA process, Catechists who Break
Open the Word or teach classes for inquirers,
candidates and catechumens, and other team
members who assist with planning and hospitality
for weekly sessions, retreats, and other steps in
the process. Ideally, Team Members should be
acquainted firsthand with the process of RCIA. They
should prayerfully discern this ministry, and would
become an RCIA Team Member by invitation of the
RCIA Director.

What qualifications are required to become
a volunteer sponsor? Sponsors accompany
27

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

Rite of Christian Initiation
Adapted for Children

Youth Ministry - High School

youthministry-highschool@stpaulchurch.com
Have a passion for teaching? Do you have too much
energy with the heart and spirit of a child? Do
you love games, activities, and sports mixed with
prayer, adoration, and theology? We are looking
for young adults and those young at heart to come
serve on our Core Team for the High School Youth
Ministry! We will be evangelizing our faith to the
teens of our community here at St. Paul Catholic
Church unafraid to reach out and grow the ministry!
The commitment required time is Sunday nights
from 6:30pm to 8:30pm with preparation and tear
down assistance. There are other retreats and
events that will need assistance and attendance
that take place in Florida and all over the United
States throughout the year.

rcia-children@stpaulchurch.com

Children, age seven years and older, who have
not been baptized participate in the Rite of
Christian Initiation that is adapted for children and
adolescents. The adapted rite sessions take place
on Sunday afternoons and prepare them for the
reception of the three sacraments of initiation.
Parents should contact the Faith Formation
Director, Carmen Cayon, at 813-961-3023.

Vacation Bible School
vbs@stpaulchurch.com

A weeklong summer program for children going into
Pre-K4 to grade 5. Children learn about a specific
bible theme through prayer, music, skits, crafts and
outdoor activities. Great service opportunity for
youth/teens going into grades 6-12.

Youth Ministry - Middle School

youthministry-middleschool@stpaulchurch.com
Support the Middle School Youth Ministry Team. We
need YOU! God is building His Kingdom and wants us
to participate in the making. We are the members
of the church, we are the blessing to others, we
are the way God provides, we are His disciples, and
we are CALLED! Serve and discover how in giving
we receive so much more! Our young people of the
church need you!
We need: Catechists, mentors, retreat coordinators,
technology assistants, fun activity leaders, special
events coordinators, and administrative assistants.
All adults must be Safe-Environment trained and
backgrounded checked to work with our youth.
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ADULT FAITH FORMATION

YOUNG ADULTS: Apostles of the
Eucharist

Apostles of the Eucharist is a young adult group
for ages 18-27 who want to dig deeper into their
Catholic faith. We meet every Friday night for
Adoration, formation and fellowship. Our group
discusses the Sunday Gospel reading and the
writings of St. Peter Julian Eymard. We also enjoy
socials, service projects, speakers, retreats, and
more. If you want to meet new friends and grow in
your faith at the same time, this group is for YOU!
For more information, email:
apostlesofeucharist@stpaulchurch.com
Facebook page:
Apostles of the Eucharist Young Adult Group
Instagram: apostlesoftheeucharist

Bible Study meets on Wednesday mornings from
9:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. in the Family Center,
sections 1,2,3 and on Wednesday evenings from
7:30 p.m. to 9:00 p.m., Family Center, section 3.
For more information contact
Diane at (813) 299-1256

Catholics Come Home

If you have any questions about returning to the
Catholic Church, please see any one of our priests
or deacons. They will be more than happy to help
you!

Couples for Christ (CFC)

The Associates of the
Blessed Sacrament

associates-blessed-sacrament@stpaulchurch.com
The Associates of the Blessed Sacrament – St. Paul
strive to promote reverence for Our Lord in the
Holy Eucharist through the witness of their lives and
words, through prayer and teaching. We share in
the charism of Saint Peter Julian Eymard as lived by
the Congregation of the Blessed Sacrament to make
known the love of God present in the Eucharist
as Eucharistic evangelizers. In partnership with
the Congregation of the Blessed Sacrament,
associates form communities of friendship and faith
whose center of life is the Eucharist celebrated,
contemplated, and lived.

Bible Study- English

biblestudy@stpaulchurch.com
Join us for a journey into the mind and heart of
Christ. The Catholic Life Bible Study Program meets
September to May studying the books of Scripture.
In 2021-2022, we will focus on the Books of Exodus
and Numbers.
The 5-step format includes:
1. Praying first to the Holy Spirit for guidance,
read the Scripture passage assigned.
2. Complete lesson worksheet prior to class.
3. Participate in small group discussion in which
your personal responses to questions are shared
with others.
4. Listen to a class lecture which further explains
the historical perspective and life application.
5. Apply lesson to everyday life. Commit to seeing
Scripture in your life and how God blesses you
with abundant progress and understanding.
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cfc@stpaulchurch.com
Couples for Christ (CFC) is an International Ministry
intended for the renewal and strengthening of
Christian family life. It is an association of Christian
couples who have committed themselves to the
Lord and to one another, so that they may grow into
maturity as men and women of God and fulfill their
primary vocation of raising up their families under
the lordship of Jesus Christ and for the service of
the Kingdom of God.
Couples for Christ is a work of Christ which raises
up Christian couples and establishes Christian
families committed to the work of evangelization
and winning the world for Christ through the
power of the Holy Spirit. Our ministries include
Kids for Christ, Youth for Christ, Singles for Christ,
Handmaids of the Lord and Servants of the Lord.
In order to join CFC, you have to go through a
seminar that is called the Christian Life Program
(CLP). The CLP is an integrated course intended to
lead the participants into a renewed understanding
of God’s call for them. It is divided into three (3)
modules with a total of 13 sessions. It starts with an
Orientation followed by 12 sessions, which consist
of a teachings and group discussions.
CFC also sponsors Marriage Enrichment Seminars
(MES) on a designated month of the year. MES
provides a better understanding and appreciation
of God’s plan for marriage and family life, and
to reach out to couples to recommit, renew, and
rekindle their marriage.
For more information, please contact Ed and
Susan Bilbao (813) 503-6460 or (813) 323-0454.

ADULT FAITH FORMATION

Estudo Bíblico em Português

estudobiblico@stpaulchurch.com
Convidamos você a descobrir os insondáveis
mistérios da história da Salvação. De outubro
até junho, estudaremos o Evangelho segundo
Mateus. Teremos a partilha de perguntas e a
discussão das respostas em grupos, finalizando
com uma breve conclusão baseada na doutrina,
na tradição e no Catecismo da Igreja Católica.
Contamos com a ajuda do Espírito Santo
para entender como o Antigo Testamento
se desvenda no Novo Testamento e como
ambos são atuais e relevantes para os dias
e desafios de hoje. Encontros: Sábados, das
5:00pm – 7:00pm, no Parish Center. Para mais
informações contate: Dina Baldwin no (813)
900-0680; Flavio Correa no (813) 418-9247.

Estudio Bíblico en Español

biblestudy-esp@stpaulchurch.com

Aunque la Biblia es en esencia una Biblioteca
de 73 libros separados, corriendo a través de
ellos hay una historia que los une a todos y les
da sentido, no solamente a ellos sino también
a nuestras vidas. Ya que la Biblia es tan vasta
y a veces confusa, debido a nuestro ilimitado
conocimiento, tenemos que tener el “ Gran
Panorama” de la Biblia, desde la Creación
hasta los comienzos de la Iglesia, un marco
donde todo se une y la Escritura cobra vida
mostrándonos el Plan Amoroso de Dios y como
encajan nuestras vidas en ella. El estudio,
creado por el Teólogo Católico Jeff Cavins,
consiste en una sesión introductoria y 23
sesiones de estudio, simplificando la narración
bíblica mediante su división en 12 periodos
específicos de tiempo, enfocándose solamente
en 14 Libros Narrativos, que cuentan la Historia
de la Salvación cronológicamente, mostrando
el hilo narrativo que corre a través de las
Escrituras y les da sentido. Una vez que se
aprende este contexto, los siguientes 59 libros
encajan dentro de este marco para su futuro
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estudio. El propósito principal del estudio es
proveer un acercamiento sencillo, Católico, a
las Escrituras que invite a las personas a un
encuentro transformativo con Dios.

Lay Pastoral Ministry Institute
(LPMI)

ministries@stpaulchurch.com
LPMI is a four-year Diocesan program for
lay leadership formation consisting of an
informal Year of Discernment and three years
of formational training. Upon the completion
of these four years, the Institute offers a
certificate in foundational pastoral ministry
leadership, and participants are formally
commissioned to service by the Bishop. This
program provides opportunities for persons
to acquire knowledge, develop skills, and
strengthen commitment to a life of discipleship
in order to be effective leaders in specific
ministries. St. Paul Catholic Church currently
has 41 graduates of the LPMI program.

Women of Grace®

women-of-grace@stpaulchurch.com
The Women of Grace® Study Program is a
beautiful review of the Catholic faith, with a
particular focus on women and their purpose
and mission in the world today. The Women of
Grace Foundational Catholic Study at St. Paul
is a 9-week study program that meets once a
week for nine sequential weeks periodically
throughout the year. Opportunities to connect
with the Women of Grace community outside
of the initial 9-week study are available. Check
the parish bulletin for upcoming sessions.

COMMUNITY BUILDING

American Heritage Girls

ahg@stpaulchurch.com
Do you know a girl who loves adventure? American
Heritage Girls is a Christ-centered character
development program for girls ages 5-18 founded in
Cincinnati in 1995. Our St. Paul’s Troop was founded
in 2016, the first Troop in the Diocese chartered
by a Catholic Church. Each year, our girls earn
dozens of badges in areas as diverse as Cooking,
Astronomy, Hiking, Camping, and Our Constitution.
We complete hundreds of hours of community
service, and spend countless hours adventuring
outdoors with our families. Our mission is to: Build
women of integrity through service to God, family,
country, and community. We can’t wait to welcome
your family!

Coffee and Donuts

coffeeanddonuts@stpaulchurch.com
Our Coffee and Donuts Ministry provides a
welcoming atmosphere to visit with your friends
and meet new parishioners. We serve donuts,
coffee and juice after the Sunday morning 7:30am,
9:00am, and 10:45am Masses. It is a place for our
visitors to learn more about our ministries as they
meet, greet, and serve you. We invite our families
to help out on Sunday mornings as well. And, if you
are new to St. Paul, it presents a great opportunity
to serve in a fun ministry and meet new faces in
a friendly environment. So, if you would like to
meet new people and help out in a fun ministry,
let us know.

Council of Catholic Women

catholicwomen@stpaulchurch.com
The mission of the St. Paul Council of Catholic
Women (CCW) is to strengthen our faith through
spiritual education, help those in need and enrich
our friendships through serving our Church and our
Community. We meet the second Thursday of each
month (August through May) in the Parish Center at
7:00pm. During our meetings, we work together
to plan activities and fundraisers, work on projects
and enjoy fellowship and spiritual enrichment. All
women at are welcome. Please join us!

Brazilian Community

brazilian@stpaulchurch.com
A Missa em português é rezada todos os sábado às
7:30 pm. Se você quer participar como voluntario
da nossa comunidade, temos vários ministérios que
patrocinamos. Por favor nos contate. Nós queremos
ouvir você. Para maiores informações, por favor
veja a página 14.
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COMMUNITY BUILDING

Cub Scouts

Filipino Ministry

cubscouts@stpaulchurch.com

Cub Scout Pack 143 is an all-inclusive, family
cub scout pack. We are made up of both boy and
girl scouts in grades Kindergarten through the
5th grade. We meet approximately every other
Thursday at the St. Paul Pavilion for our regular
den meetings where the children work directly with
their fellow den mates and their den leader on fun
projects. We also meet approximately one Saturday
a month for our monthly pack meeting where we
gather at the St. Paul pavilion for a pot luck picnic
style meal, ceremony, recognition and fun. Come
learn about Duty to God, to country, obeying the
Scout law and helping other people at all times! All
are welcome! Contact George Melendez at 813928-2765.

Diálogo Matrimonial (MDS)

dialogomatrimonial-esp@stpaulchurch.com
El propósito de nuestro grupo es fomentar la
formación de mejores familias
Católica, Inspirar e invitar
a las parejas a recibir el
sacramento del matrimonio.
Estas reuniones de apoyo son
para parejas casadas o no
casadas por la Iglesia Católica
que desean mejorar la
comunicación y otros aspectos
de su vida conyugal. Nuestro
lema es: “No Cambies de
Pareja, Cambia de Actitud.”
Nos reunimos cada martes
a las 7:30pm en el Centro
Familiar. Contamos con niñera
aprobada por la parroquia,
para que cuide los niños durante las charlas.
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filipino@stpaulchurch.com
Our Filipino Community first began meeting in
homes and for a monthly First Friday Mass with
Father Fred Buckley in 1988. From our humble
beginnings, we have grown throughout the years.
Our Ministry serves as an umbrella for religious
devotions, functions and organizations; namely,
Friday Santo Niño Novena, First Friday Mass, Bible
Study, Vatican-approved Couples for Christ Ministry
(CFC) and its paralleled ministries: Singles for
Christ, Youth for Christ, Kids for Christ, Handmaids
of the Lord, and Servants of the Lord, Santo Niño
Shrine USA, Inc. For more information about our
community, please see page 16.

Hispanic Community

hispanic@stpaulchurch.com
St. Paul’s is blessed to have a large, vibrant Hispanic
Community. Since our first Mass at St. Paul’s over 30
years ago, we have grown by leaps and bounds. We
are a multicultural community representing almost
every corner of the Spanish-speaking world! For
more information about our community, please see
page 15.

Indian Community

ourladyofgoodhealth@stpaulchurch.com
We are the newest community at St. Paul’s. We
first gathered at the request of our Pastor, Father
Bill in 2014. Since then we continue to reach
out to others to share in our rich spiritual and
cultural heritage. For more information about our
community, please see page 17.

COMMUNITY BUILDING

Knights of Columbus
Ambassadors of St. Paul
(Council 11211)

kofc@stpaulchurch.com
Founded in 1882, the Knights of Columbus is
the world’s largest Catholic men’s fraternal
service organization. The Knights follow the
teachings of the Catholic Church and all
their good works adhere to 4 core principles:
Charity, Unity, Fraternity and Patriotism. As
a Knight you have the opportunity to support
our parish, give back to the community and
grow in your faith. Membership is open to all
practicing Catholic men over the age of 18.
Visit www.kofc.org for info.

Knights of Columbus, 4th Degree
Pope John XXIII – Assembly 2984

kofc4thdegree@stpaulchurch.com
The 4th Degree Order of the Knights of
Columbus, Pope John XXIII Assembly 2984
services three, local area 3rd Degree Councils
of the Knights of Columbus, including
Ambassadors of St. Paul, Council 11211 here
at St. Paul’s. We present a visible reminder of
the Knights service to our community in the
form of a Color Corps that is seen at holidays,
special services and masses. In addition,
we support our local veterans and military
Knights. The 4th Degree holds their meetings
on the fourth Monday of each month at 7:30pm
at St. Paul’s Family Center. Of the Assembly’s
134 total members, 71 are members from
Ambassadors of St. Paul Council 11211. For
more information, visit our website at
www.assembly2984.com.

Misa 4 Viernes y Recepcion

misa4toviernes@stpaulchurch.com
La Misa del 4to Viernes nos da la oportunidad
no solo de celebrar la Santa Misa, pero también
de conocer otros parroquianos hispanos que
asisten a las Misas en Inglés. Cada mes un
ministerio diferente coordina la Misa dándoles
la oportunidad de dar a conocer su Ministerio y
así atraer más personas a unirse a el. La meta
es conocer más de los ministerios y dónde está
el llamado a servir a nuestra comunidad de fe.

Rosary Makers

rosarymakers@stpaulchurch.com
Our Rosary Makers ministry is an organization
of volunteers who promote the devotion to
Our Lady through making Rosaries to give to
Catholics in our parish, our home missions, and
those throughout the world. All parishioners
are welcome to join or contribute.
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COMMUNITY BUILDING

St. Paul Active Retired Seniors
(SPARS)

Tapas con Jesus

spars@stpaulchurch.com
Do you like to have fun and meet new people and
enjoy checking out the various local restaurants’
luncheon menus?
This group is for seniors 55+ who like to get
together to do things and go places. There are no
prerequisites except to have a smile on your face
and enjoy the social and spiritual activities in a
caring supportive community. We meet every third
Wednesday at 1:00pm in the Parish Center.

Santo Niño Shrine

filipino@stpaulchurch.com
“May all who come to this sacred space find God,
hope and peace.” In 2010, St. Paul’s became the
home to the Santo Niño Shrine and prayer space
located beside the Church. All are welcome!

Special Events Ministry

events@stpaulchurch.com
Do you have a flair for planning parties? Are you
creative, have great ideas, and like to decorate?
Do you enjoy making people laugh? Would you
enjoy working with a group of fun people on parish
events?
As a member of the Special Events Ministry, you will
work hand-in-hand with our ministry coordinator,
welcoming ministry and/or retreat ministries to
create many memorable events that we hold at
St. Paul Catholic Church. All you need is a happy
heart and an enjoyment of working with others.
You will find it fulfilling and very rewarding! Come
join this fun group…you’ll be glad you did!
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tapasconJesus@stpaulchurch.com
“Tapas con Jesús” se reúne el segundo domingo del
mes después de la Misa de español a las 2:00pm.
Todos quedan invitados a esta reunión para disfrutar
de comida y compañerismo. Todos los meses se
ofrece de voluntario un ministerio diferente para
servir las tapas. La comida que se ofrece es un
plato típico de algún país latino.

Vocations

vocations@stpaulchurch.com
One of the most greatest positions in the Catholic
Church is that of a Catholic Priest. The shepherd
and father to many parishioners.
This Ministry meets on the first Wednesday of every
month from 7:00pm to 9:00pm at the St. Paul
Pavilion. This ministry is focused on men, ages 16
to 40 years of age.
We meet as one group as the disciples, share a
meal and pray together. Our main focus is on
the future path of priesthood and discussion on
questions pertaining on this path. We dive deeply
into the Vocation as a diocesan priest through the
book : To Save a Thousand Souls and also that of
other priests and seminarians on their journey to
Priesthood. We will walk together as Christ walked
with his disciples.

MERCY MINISTRIES

Alcoholics Anonymous

aa@stpaulchurch.com
Alcoholics Anonymous is a fellowship of men
and women who share their experience,
strength and hope with each other that they
may solve their common problem and help
others to recover from alcoholism. The only
requirement for AA membership is a desire to
stop drinking. We meet on Wednesdays from
8:15pm to 9:15pm in the St. Michael Cabin. All
are welcome! Please call (813) 933-9123 for
more information.

Bereavement Ministry

bereavement@stpaulchurch.com
The mission of this ministry is to provide
support to individuals who are experiencing
grief through the death of a loved one. The
Church calls each member of Christ’s Body
to participate in the ministry of consolation
to care for the dying and to comfort all who
mourn. Our Lord is the example of comfort
and support to the grieving. You must have a
compassionate heart and ability to listen. You
must possess a spirit of generosity, committed
to prayer and gospel values, and have a
willingness to deepen your own spiritual life.
You must have an understanding of grief,
bereavement and related issues one faces
during this time of their life.

Conversational Spanish

learnspanish@stpaulchurch.com
Would you like to learn how to speak Spanish?
This ministry meets on Wednesdays at 7:30pm
in the Parish Center. Come and learn another
language with others in a friendly and relaxed
environment.
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Counseling Services

counseling@stpaulchurch.com
Dr. Patricia (Pat) Berne, Ph.D. is a long-time
St. Paul parishioner and Licensed Mental
Health Counselor with more than 30 years
of experience. She offers her counseling
services in the Parish Center Mondays through
Thursdays, from 1pm to 4pm. She works
short term with individuals and couples on
relationships, family issues, loss and transition,
anxiety and depression, and trauma and stress
management. To make an appointment, please
call (813) 961-3023.

Diabetes Support Group

diabetes@stpaulchurch.com
With over 39 million Americans with diabetes,
our parish offers a diabetes support group
that meets once a month. Led by Lora Goins,
Registered Nurse and Certified Diabetes
Educator of 26 years, anyone having diabetes
or pre-diabetes is welcome to attend. We
provide support to each other, ask/answer
questions, have guest speakers which helps us
to live healthier. Please feel free to join in
and share your experiences, knowledge, and
support.

MERCY MINISTRIES

Divorced & Separated
Support Group

divorced-and-separated@stpaulchurch.com

Provides caring support for both women and men
experiencing separation or divorce. We meet every
Friday night at 7:30pm in the Parish Center. You may
come as often as you would like, every week, once
a month, or whenever convenient. No charges/no
fees. All are welcome. For further information and
to answer any questions, you may call Don Hemke
at (813) 205-1735.

English as a Second Language
(ESOL)

Human Trafficking - SOS

humantrafficking@stpaulchurch.com

esol@stpaulchurch.com

Would you like to learn how to speak English? Would
you like to help a student learn to communicate
in English? Come join our experienced teachers
to help you better communicate and understand
the English language by practicing conversational
English.

Healing Ministry

healingministry@stpaulchurch.com

Members of our ministry come together at the
Healing Mass to offer individual and group prayer
to those requesting healing. The ministry’s goal is
to help those in need of healing through petitions
and intentional prayers for the sick and suffering,
through Christ Jesus. As Christ has called us to pray
for each other (James 5:16) we humbly offer our
prayers for physical, mental and emotional healing.
(Ephesians 6:18). Through the Holy Spirit to Jesus
Christ our Lord, with gentleness and love we pray to
reconcile and bring spiritual nourishment through
union with Christ to those requesting healing.(1
John 4:18-21). If you have a heart to serve those
suffering, please contact us.

Home Makers of Hope

home-makers-of-hope@stpaulchurch.com

Home Makers of Hope provides essential furnishings
and household items to families struggling with
poverty. Furnishing a home is expensive for anyone,
but especially for families suffering hardships or
returning from homelessness. After paying for
basic needs such as food, rent and utilities, there
is usually little money left to buy furniture. Using
donated items, we help by furnishing homes for
these families at no cost, providing beds, chairs,
tables, linens, and other household items. This
provides a “Hand Up” rather than a handout.
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SOS speaks out against pornography and human
trafficking and educates our community about
the real-life consequences of sexual exploitation
of women, men and children. We support front
line organizations that confront traffickers and
provide safe refuge for victims of trafficking. SOS
corresponds with State and National legislative
and law enforcement agencies as well as other
non-profit and private organizations that seek to
provide citizens a safe internet environment free
from pornography and trafficking.

In Between Jobs Support Group
(Tweeners)
tweeners@stpaulchurch.com

“Tweeners” is a faith-based, Spirit-lead, and
prayer-supported weekly support group formed
to provide support, education, and assistance to
those who are unemployed, underemployed, or
simply trying to get back to work after a break.
We meet every Thursday morning from 9:00am until
11:00am via zoom. For jobseekers, we help you
master the 15 critical job search skills you need to
win a job in today’s highly competitive job market.
This is also a great volunteer opportunity for
individuals with a background in Human Resources/
Recruiting. Volunteers must be compassionate,
excellent listeners, and be familiar with current
day job search processes and recruitment issues.
It is important to have both an employer and job
seeker’s perspective with good communications and
facilitation skills.

In the Wildflowers

in-the-wildflowers@stpaulchurch.com

In the Wildflowers Healing Retreat is for women
who have suffered childhood sexual abuse. If you
are interested in participating in this retreat and
would like more information, please send an email
to the address above. Additionally, you may visit us
at our website at: wildflowersretreat.org.

MERCY MINISTRIES

Jamaica Mission

jamaicanmission@stpaulchurch.com
Come join us as we respond to Christ’s call by
living and working alongside the Missionaries
of the Poor (founded by Father Richard Ho
Lung) to serve the elderly and disabled on the
island of Jamaica. Our next trip is scheduled
for January 24-30, 2022. Responsible, ablebodied adults are invited to join our Pastor,
Father Bill Swengros, and several parishioners
on this mission. For more information, please
contact Vanessa Vasquez (813) 961-3023.

Panama Mission

panamamission@stpaulchurch.com
The purpose of this travel outreach ministry
is to build a bridge of God’s love with the
San Lorenzo community in Sona, Panama. We
serve as a solidarity mission with frequent
trips to the parish. Our goal is to provide an
opportunity for spiritual growth, and to support
the physical and health needs of our sister
parish. We offer medical services and perform
door to door evangelization. No need to speak
Spanish – as the love for the Lord is a common
language. Join us on our next mission trip. If
you are interested email us at
panamamission@stpaulchurch.com.

Legal Consultation
and Referral Clinic

legal-consultation@stpaulchurch.com
Recognized by the Florida Bar in 2012, the St.
Paul Legal Consultation and Referral Clinic
offers legal advice and referrals, at no cost.
Appointments are scheduled by Barbara Gray
at 813-961-3023 for Mondays from 9:00am11:00am.

Migrant Farm Workers

migrantfarmworkers@stpaulchurch.com
St. Paul Farm Workers Ministry has supported
and advocated for the farm workers in the
Dover and Plant City area for almost 30 years;
however, due to changes and challenges in
that area, we do not have access to the camps
where the workers live.
Our ministry now delivers food to a few
locations to distribute to the workers and
their families. We evangelize by providing
information of where they can practice their
Catholic Faith. We also want to increase our
evangelization method since this is a unique
environment.
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Partners in Prayer

partnersinprayer@stpaulchurch.com
Our mission is to join prayers and those with
prayer intentions. We are a ministry committed
to responding to prayer requests, received
by email, by offering a simple prayer for the
intention of the requestor. All are welcome to
become a link in the chain, to do something
little with great love. It is a great ministry for
anyone who would like to be more engaged in
our family of faith, but may have time or travel
constraints.

MERCY MINISTRIES

Respect Life

respectlife@stpaulchurch.com

Respecting All Life from Conception to Natural
Death… The Respect Life Ministry is open to all
parishioners who are passionate about respect
life issues such as care for our aging and elderly,
marriage and family, abortion and help for the
homeless. We strive to reach out to the community
as well as bring awareness to and encourage our
parish to get involved in the many issues regarding
the sanctity of all human life. We meet the 4th
Tuesday of each month at 7:30pm in Parish Center
and new members are always welcome!

St. Francis of Assisi

st-francis-ministry@stpaulchurch.com

for these intentions. Members in attendance at
Eucharistic Adoration at St. Paul Catholic Church
wear their green polo shirts displaying the ministry’s
logo in order that parishioners may identify the
members and engage them personally for prayerful
support.

St. Vincent de Paul Society
svdp@stpaulchurch.com

The St. Vincent de Paul Society (SVDP) is a
worldwide nonprofit Catholic organization of
Christian volunteers following Christ’s call to serve
the poor, the suffering, and the deprived. Members
offer a lifeline to those in need, and strive to grow
spiritually by service to our neighbors in need.
Our members serve our neighbors through several
Church Conferences, Food Pantries, and a District
Thrift Store, making no distinction to those served
as to creed, ethnic or social background, health,
gender, political persuasion, etc. SVDP is one of the
largest charitable organizations with over 800,000
members in over 150 countries. Our office at St.
Paul Church can be reached at (813) 264-3325.

Shawls of Hope

shawlsofhope@stpaulchurch.com

Inviting all knitters and crocheters to share the
love of Jesus by creating prayer shawls and
baby blankets to bring hope, comfort and love
to someone in need of kindness. We meet every
second and fourth Friday each month from 10:00am
to 11:00am at the Parish Center. All skill levels are
welcome to join us!
The Mission of the St. Francis Ministry is to promote
compassion for all of God’s creatures, to encourage
pet owners with love, and to support all who
care about animals with prayer and action. The
St. Francis of Assisi Ministry meets every second
Saturday at 9:00am in the St. Michael Cabin In
addition, the ministry hosts four events a year:
the annual Pet Owners’ Remembrance Mass, the
Blessing of the Animals at the Santo Niño Shrine
and two prayer services. The prayer services are
held off campus and allow for the pets and their
owners to meet up at a pet friendly park to create
friendships and relationships within the community.
Recently added events are the annual pet photos
with Santa and pet costume contest with the Easter
Bunny.
Parishioners can contact the ministry via the
ministry email with their prayer intentions for
both sick and deceased pets. The ministry members
attend Eucharistic Adoration in the St. Paul chapel
each Tuesday night from 7:00pm - 8:00pm to pray
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Visitation Ministry

visitation@stpaulchurch.com

Do you know someone who is homebound and would
welcome a visit? We are called to extend ourselves,
not just to those we encounter at church, but
to those who cannot attend. Pairs of Visitation
Ministers provide homebound parishioners with
gifts of friendship, empathy, in a most caring way.
Through visitation, the homebound feel part of our
Church family. It is our duty to our Lord to take care
of our world, and most of all, to share His infinite
love. Ministers are St. Paul parishioners who have
a desire to bring Jesus’ message to those who are
unable to venture outside their home. All members
must complete the Safe Environment Program.

COMMUNITY SERVING

Building Committee

buildingcommittee@stpaulchurch.com
The Buildings Committee advises and assists the
Pastor in all matters pertaining to the upkeep,
repair, replacement, and maintenance of all
parish facilities and property. This committee,
which meets on a quarterly basis, will also
help the parish leadership to plan, prioritize,
and allocate funding for regular maintenance
expenditures and long-term projects that
require large capital expenditures.

Communications Ministry

communicationsministry@stpaulchurch.com
Help spread the Good News! With so much
activity always going on at St. Paul Catholic
Church, we are always looking for help in
order to meet the needs of our parishioners
and visitors. We utilize various forms of print,
digital and electronic media to advertise and
promote events to our parishioners and the
public. We are looking for teens and adults
to help us enhance our strategy to effectively
communicate church activities, ministry needs,
and spiritual messages to our audiences. We
are also looking for volunteer photographers,
videographers, layout artists, and graphic
designers who are willing to share their talents
with us throughout the year.
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Helping Hands

helpinghands@stpaulchurch.com
Many hands make light work! Join the Helping
Hands Ministry and donate your time and hands
for our many activities and events throughout
the year. Our members assist in the assembly
of bulletin inserts, replacement of missals, and
periodic mailings to parishioners. Individuals
who like to laugh a lot, enjoy working with
fun and exciting people and have free time
in the morning and early afternoon are most
welcome to participate in this fun ministry.
The time commitment varies based on project
availability.

PASTORAL COUNCIL
&
BUILDING COMMITTEE
PASTORAL COUNCIL
Name

BUILDING COMMITTEE
Position

Name

Position

Elena Mast
(Chairwoman)
Chuck Glass

Mercy Ministries

Chuck Glass

Community Building

Jerry Harder

Martin Butler

Liturgical Ministries

Vance Anderson

Chairman/Electrical
Contractor
Vice Chair/
Civil Construction
Electrical

Sandra Castillo

Spanish Community

Hung Mai

Civil Engineer

Open

Filipino Community

Stasys Maksvytis

Mechanical Engineer

Pauline Archard

Religious Education

Ricardo Johnson

Structural Engineer

Open

Community Serving

Thomas Williams

Daniele DaSilva

Brazilian
Community
Youth
Representative

Senior Project
Manager/Designer
Parish Manager

Amanda Merimee

Brian Smith
Sam Mathai

The Pastoral Council is a consultative body
to the Pastor on all matters of parish life,
especially matters of greater importance. In
response to Christ’s call to serve, the Council
represents the parish family, identifies the
needs of the parish members as well as the
larger community, discerns the voice of the
Holy Spirit, and prayerfully develops goals,
objectives, plans, and strategies which the
parish and its ministries can pursue.

Parish Maintenance
Director

The Building Committee assists the Pastor
and staff in:
• conducting an annual inspection of all
parish facilities and grounds
• creating a resource of qualified
contractors, vendors, and/or parishioners
to consult on immediate maintenance and
construction needs
• helping to develop the capital plan in
conjunction with the parish long range
plan
• shepherding major projects
• preparing an annual budget for the parish
facilities operating budget and capital
expenditures
• developing recommendations to the
pastor on major repairs

*For an updated list of Pastoral Council
Members, please go to the St. Paul website
at: www.stpaulchurch.com
You can contact the Pastoral Council via
email at: pastoralcouncil@stpaulchurch.com
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PARISH MANAGER’S REPORT

St. Paul Catholic Church continues to be a dynamic faith community of over 6,000 families in
central Tampa, and I continue to feel blessed for the opportunity to serve you. Your generous support
this past year despite the challenges of the Pandemic has been tremendous. It’s my pleasure to provide
the Annual Financial Report in the following pages. I want to especially thank the members of the parish
Finance Council for their guidance in helping us in making some of our larger financial decisions. Their
names are listed below. Please thank them for their service. The budget each year is very lean as we
try to keep expenses in line. This past year presented some unique challenges with all of the uncertainty
surrounding the ups and downs of the Pandemic. We are extremely grateful and very proud of the way
our parish responded in faith. “Thank You”
Because of your continued support and some continued intentional cost saving measures, we
were not only able to maintain the grounds and buildings but we were able to improve many areas of
the St. Paul’s Campus. (The Peace Path, the Santo Nino Shrine area, the front entrance and assorted
flower beds and our new multi-purpose sports or soccer field.) This is the seventh year in a row that we
have been able to increase the amount held in our savings account. We will step out in faith again this
next year as we all will need to journey through the pandemic.
The following pages explain in detail where our revenues come from last year, and how we
decided to spend them. Please don’t hesitate to contact me if you have any questions about this report.
I also want to encourage you to attend the next Parish Town Hall Meeting which we hope to schedule
sometime in the very near future. I look forward to seeing everyone there.
Sincerely,
Brian J. Smith
Parish Manager
bsmith@stpaulchurch.com

Name

Position

Demian Penton

Chairman

Dawn Ellis

Pastoral Council Liaison

Alex Petrilak

Building Committee

Flavio Correa

Parish Reports

Ken Rudaitis

Stewardship and Development

Bernie Skerkowski

Finances

Gessie Liscomb

Preschool Liaison

Ivan Torres

Ministries

Open

Faith Formation Liaison

*For an updated list of Finance Council Members, please go to the St. Paul website at
financecouncil@stpaulchurch.com

41

SPIRITUAL ANNUAL
REPORT
Category

2020

Registered Families
Registered Members
New Families
Baptisms
Infant to 6 years
7 years and older

2019

2018

6833
21,127
-251

6919
21.378
92

6,827
21,139
391

130
20

192
44

197
20

150

236

217

Received into Full Communion
First Holy Communions

6
165

5
189

6
222

Confirmations
Marriages
Funerals
Preschool Students
Rite of Christian Initiation (RCIA)
Faith Formation to include K-8, Home Study, RCIC,
& High School

147
37
59
82
38
485

150
37
93
117
66
805

178
38
80
123
44
722

Total Entries in Sick
People assisted by St. Vincent de Paul
Number of people Helped with Food
Number of Home Visits
Number of People Helped
Number of People Helped during Holidays
Number of People Helped in Special Outreach
Programs

531

634

330

10,243
151
529
718
60

10,016
186
1,710
770
814

9,199
152
472
875
2,005

11,701

13,496

12,703

5,987

6,495

8,030

15
6
16
23
37

17
3
15
24
35

19
6
19
26
38

97

94

108

Number of Priests and Full-time Staff

20

19

19

Number of Deacons and Part-time Staff

34

41

40

TOTAL

TOTAL
Number of meetings on St. Paul Campus
Ministries at St. Paul
Community Building
Community Servicing
Liturgical Ministries
Mercy Ministries
Prayer Groups/Religious Ed and Adult Faith
Formation
TOTAL
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EXPLANATION OF
PARISH FINANCES
The results for the 2020-2021 fiscal year are presented below with three additional pages of
income and expense details. We hope you will please review this information and plan to attend
the next parish Town Hall Meeting to be scheduled sometime in the early fall (pending any
potential Covid-19 restrictions).
Parish Revenues
1Offertory Revenue

Year Ended June 30, 2021
(Estimated)
$2,050,154

2Other Operating Revenue

526,182

3Faith Formation

36,017

4APA Assessment

349,626

5Restricted Revenue

0

Total Revenue

$2,961,980

Parish Expenses

July 2020 - June 2021

6Pastoral Leadership

$310,401

7Worship & Music

137,305

8Faith Formation

311,444

9Annual Pastoral Appeal

349,626

10School Support / Outreach

65,068

11Administration

870,024

12Facilities

555,589

Total Expenses

$2,599,461

13Revenue - Expense:

$362,519

These figures are estimates. Final year end results will be available in October 2021. Contact Brian
Smith in the parish office or any member of the Parish Finance Council if you have any questions.
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EXPLANATION OF
PARISH REVENUE

Brian Smith, Parish Manager Report
1. Offertory Revenue: Total offertory for the year exceeded our budget and came close to
where we were prior to the Pandemic. We do want to thank you for all of your generosity. We
continue to see an increase in electronic giving. It’s a convenient way to contribute to the
parish while saving time and energy for both the parishioners and the parish. We encourage
families to utilize this convenient gift giving option. Please call the office if you would like my
assistance in setting things up.
2. Other Operating Revenue: Many items make up this category. Regular sources include
monthly maintenance fund envelopes, outside donations to the parish, Christmas & Easter
Flower Memorials, administration fees for funerals and sacraments, votive candle donations,
(church , chapel & shrine) Catholic publications & CD sales in the church narthex, donations for
Coffee & Donuts each Sunday, interest income on our savings account and All Souls, Mother’s
Day & Father’s Day novena cards. Estates and Bequests are also included in this line, though we
can never budget for them. This year the Payroll Protection loan that we were given last year
was forgiven. We could not have budgeted that money. (There was no guarantee it would be
forgiven) Please consider remembering St Paul Catholic Church in your will or trust.
3. Faith Formation: This represents tuition & fees for all our Faith Formation programs, primarily
K-8 Sunday school, including RCIA, sacrament preparation for the First Communion (2nd grade)
and Confirmation (8th grade), book fees, youth activities and the annual VBS in June. (This year
we held VBS in July which fell into the next year.) The income for the department was under
budget as we saw a decline in students this past year. The Pumpkin Patch sales are included
in this category since it is a fundraiser for the youth program. Sales for the Fall 2020 Pumpkin
Patch were good. (We did make a flow through account to more accurately reflect the income
and expenses associated with the fund raiser. We hope to make this years event the best ever.
Thank you for your support!
4. Annual Pastoral Appeal Assessment: The 2020 APA campaign was a success again, thanks to
you. The APA campaign runs calendar year. The Bishop encourages all Parishes to help tell the
story of the many good services the diocese provides through our five county region. This was the
sixth year in a row that St. Paul has exceeded the parish goal. The additional funds received are
placed in a parish savings account. (The APA goal set each year by the Diocesan Finance Office
is based on each Parish’s “Assessable Income”). We are anticipating some changes to Annual
Appeal this next year.
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EXPLANATION OF
PARISH EXPENSES

5. Restricted Revenue: Funds derived for a specific project. Also could be donations for outdoor shrines.
6. Pastoral Leadership: This includes salaries, benefits, car allowances, retreats and stole fees for
three permanent Priests. We had a few visiting Priests that helped out and they received a salary during
their stay. In addition we require on average three additional Priests to help each month. The parish
now has four Deacons and all of the clergy receive stole fees for the many liturgical events each week,
including Baptisms, Weddings and Funerals. The priests also receive allowances for personal retreats,
the annual diocesan convocation, continuing education and for their mobile devices. In summary, all
expenses related to the Rectory, including housekeeping, meals and hospitality, telephone and internet
at the house.
7. Worship & Music: These expenses are related to all liturgical services. This includes salaries and
benefits for all musicians and liturgy staff, contract musicians for special liturgies, the offertory envelopes,
pencils and the missals in the pews, liturgy supplies (wine & hosts), flowers for the sanctuary, new
music and copyright licenses, the cost of the votive candles, new vestments, dry cleaning expenses for
vestments, new sound equipment, funeral expenses and expenses related to hosting Coffee & Donuts
after the Sunday morning services. Also includes the purchases for the Lighthouse House Catholic Media
bookrack in the church Narthex.
8. Faith Formation: These expenses are related the Faith Formation departments that include sacrament
preparation for K-5 Sunday school, the Middles School youth program “Edge,” Sunday evening Lifeteen
for High School expenses, RCIA and marriage preparation. This includes salaries and benefits for the full
and part time staff, professional development, printed textbooks for all students, ACRE testing, office
supplies for the department, program expenses, travel for summer camps and pumpkin patch expenses.
9. School Support: This includes a diocesan assessment of roughly $100,000 that funds our local Catholic
Schools. This pool of money supports the diocesan schools that are struggling with enrollment.
10. Annual Pastoral Appeal Assessment: In 2020, we exceeded our parish goal for the Appeal and thanks
to the generous support of the 824 families that contributed we are on a pace to meet or exceed the
goal again.
11. Administration: These expenses are related to the administrative requirements to manage the parish.
This includes salaries and benefits for administrative departments including Parish Manager and Pastor’s
Assistant, Communications, Bookkeeping, Stewardship and Ministries. Also included in this category is
the pension payments for the entire staff, general office supplies and furniture, printing and postage for
the offertory envelopes, copiers, telephone, fire alarm monitoring, internet and technology equipment,
county property taxes, receptions and parish hospitality, payroll, merchant and bank fees, attorney &
auditing fees, printed welcome materials, professional development, special events, receptions, donations
to other organizations and all costs related to volunteer background checks and Safe Environment training.
12. Facilities: These expenses are related to all of the facilities in our 20 acre campus. This includes the
salaries and benefits for the maintenance and project management team, parking lot and building repairs,
maintenance supplies, trash removal, property insurance, utilities for the three main buildings, seasonal
tree trimming and weekly lawn care, fixtures, paper towels and tissue for bathrooms, equipment and
daily cleaning service. The parish owns a golf cart and a small 2011 Ford pickup truck and all expenses
for the vehicles are included in this category.
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INVESTING IN
THE FUTURE

St Paul wants to in vest in the Future: Each year when the Finance Council reviews the annual
expenses, its clear that we are constantly reinvesting in our 20 acre campus. The following are
some of the projects that have been completed since Father Bill’s arrival in 2014 thanks to your
generous support:
• The Young Church Project: Addition of the Family Room down the center aisle of the
church and the relocation and upgrade to the Parish Nursery.
• Sound abatement project in the Church to improve acoustics.
• Addition of two permanent projectors and cameras in the Church.
• The Church, Family Center, Parish Center and Rectory have all had roof replacements.
• The entire campus has a fresh coat of paint.
• The preschool buildings have been remodeled with new roofs, floors, bathrooms and
cabinets.
• The former Den was renovated and a new bathroom was added to the St Michael’s
Building.
• The pavilion has new lighting, new landscaping and is now used as an outdoor classroom.
• The rear field was turned into a parking lot with space for an additional 55 cars.
• The Peace Path has new, outdoor sound system and updated monuments dedicated to
Padre Pio and Our Lady of Grace.
• The Stall Road entrance has a new sign thanks to the Knights of Columbus.
• The Family Center (Rooms 2 & 3) and Parish Center (Rooms G & H) now have permanent
projection systems in place for use by all ministries, Faith Formation classes and events.
• Our Lady of Good Health, Our Lady of Aparecida and Our Lady of La Leche Shrines have
been added to the fountain area.
• A new, large outdoor crucifix erected in the fountain area.
• WiFi has been added throughout the campus.
• New portico over the north doors exiting the church, with a handicap door opener.
• New pavers and landscaping in the courtyard between the Church, Parish Office and Family
Center.
• Family Center bathrooms have been updated.
• Emergency sound system installed and emergency procedures updated.
• Second playground exit.
• Safe Environment Training and background checks.
• Interior locks added to meeting room doors in the Parish Center.
• Lights and pavement added to the Peace Path.
• Three new AC replacements in 2021.
• New Soccer / multi-purpose field added for Catholic Youth Sports League.
• New wall partitions ordered for Family Center.
Considerations for 2021-2022 and Beyond: Project plans for this upcoming year and beyond
include:
• Building fourth and final shrine in larger fountain area.
• Replacing directional signs on campus.
• Replacement of dated computer workstations and installation of new server to manage
network resources.
• Clearing of land at back of property surrounding newly built soccer/multi-purpose fields
(Allowing more use of the land for various ministries and events).
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HOW TO FINANCIALLY
SUPPORT OUR PARISH

Funds supported by our parishioners and benefactors:
• Offertory Collections: Maintains the running of the parish and the completion of our mission
to evangelize. These funds are received during the weekend Masses and by mail.
• Annual Pastoral Appeal (APA): Supports our communal missionary efforts as a Diocese,
covering 5 counties. This is an annual campaign that runs February - December each year.
• Parish Maintenance Fund: Maintains the upkeep and renovations of our parish buildings and
HVAC equipment. The majority of these gift go to keeping the air conditioning working in
the church.
• Shrine Memorials: Purchase a paver for one of the new outdoor shrines or gathering spaces.
• Forward in Faith: The Campaign for the Diocesan of St. Petersburg - Ongoing through 2022.
• Purchase Mass Intentions: Daily and Weekend Masses available in person through the front
office.
• Votive Candle donations in the Chapel, the Church and the St Nino Shrine: for purchase
24/7
• Bulletin & Ministry Guide Advertising: through our media partner Diocesan Publications.
• Wills & Bequests: Please use the following terminology for naming the parish in your will or
trust: “I give, devise, and bequeath ($ amount, article, stock, etc.) to Gregory L. Parkes, as
Bishop of the Diocese of St. Petersburg, and his successors in office, a Corporation Sole, for
the use of St. Paul Catholic Church."

Our parish families are choosing Online Giving because they:
• Give When They Want: Flexible weekly, monthly,
quarterly, annual or one-time gift options
• Give the Way They Want: Donate directly from
checking, savings, and credit card accounts (Visa,
MC, AMEX & Discover)
• Designate Gifts: Give toward special collections,
offertory, preschool tuition assistance or the
Annual Pastoral Appeal (APA)
• Faith Formation Fees: Pay tuition and sacrament
fees for our Faith Formation program
• Change Donations: Adjust amounts or update
account information anytime, anywhere
• Keep Gifts and Account Information Safe:
Highest security standards ensure safe and
confidential transactions
• View Giving History: Access your contribution
records which are available 24/7 year-round
• Go Paperless: No paper forms, checks, or ATM
stops before church on Sunday

We have over 820 St. Paul
families using Online Giving in 2021!
THANK YOU!
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How do I sign up for Online Giving?

1. Visit us @ www.stpaulchurch.com
2. Under the “Welcome” button on the
homepage click the “Giving” page.
3. At the far right of the page Create
New Account or Register Now to
make a gift.
4. If you prefer not to use a
computer, refer to the back page
to fill an Authorization Agreement
form and we will set up the account
for you.

It’s that simple!

For more information, please contact
Brian Smith, Parish Manager, via
email at bsmith@stpaulchurch.com
or call 813-961-3023

LITURGY COMMITTEE

Name
Imelda Llanos
Susan Arcand
Becca Petrilak
Simon Ramos
Fr. Tim Williford
Mary Gant
Blanca Crespo
Vanessa Hohol
Angela Machado
Ana Ortiz
Milagros Zambrano
Sophia Hubbard

Ministry
Altar Servers
altarservers@stpaulchurch.com
Arts & Environment
arts-and-environ@stpaulchurch.com
Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion
emhc@stpaulchurch.com
Lectors
lectors@stpaulchurch.com
Liturgist
liturgy@stpaulchurch.com
Music Ministry
music@stpaulchurch.com
Music Ministry, Spanish
music-esp@stpaulchurch.com
Music Ministry, Portuguese
music-portuguese@stpaulchurch.com
Portuguese Mass Coordinator
portuguese-mass-coordinator@stpaulchurch.com
Sacristans
sacristans@stpaulchurch.com
Spanish Mass Coordinator
spanish-mass-coordinator@stpaulchurch.com
Ushers/Hospitality Ministers
ushers@stpaulchurch.com

The Liturgy Committee is led by Father Bill Swengros, Father Tim Williford, Father
Tamil Selvam and Father Peter Okojie. The committee is comprised the heads of all
liturgical ministries; the Portuguese and Spanish liaisons; altar servers; Eucharistic
Ministers of the Holy Eucharist; lectors; arts & environment; hospitality ministers;
music ministry; and sacristans. We meet to review and plan all liturgies that take
place at St. Paul Catholic Church, including but not limited to: Holy Days, Healing
Masses and special liturgies. Our goal is to provide high quality, tri-lingual services
within the Church’s liturgical vision and norms.
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PRESCHOOL
STAFF

Mindy Geer
Director
mgeer@stpaulchurch.com

Ana Serrato
Office Assistant
aserrato@stpaulchurch.com

Sherrie Aquilino
3-year-old Assistant
saquilino@stpaulchurch.com

Naiari Fernandez
2-year-old Assistant
nfernandez@stpaulchurch.com

Kaeli Horwith
4-year-old Assistant Teacher
khorwith@stpaulchurch.com

Ioana Laine
3-year-old Lead Teacher
ilaine@stpaulchurch.com

Jeanette Maniscalco
4-year-old Assistant
jmaniscalco@stpaulchurch.com

Michelle Musial
3-year-old Assistant
mmusial@stpaulchurch.com

Karen Overmyer
4-year-old Lead Teacher
kovermyer@stpaulchurch.com

Gabrielle Ruiz
2-year-old Lead Teacher
gruiz@stpaulchurch.com

Jen Waibel
4-year-old Lead Teacher
jwaibel@stpaulchurch.com

Shannon Wynn
3-year-old Lead Teacher
swynn@stpaulchurch.com
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OUR JOURNEY
THROUGH TIME
St. Paul Catholic Church’s humble beginning • In 2010, St. Paul’s became the home to the

was in 1963 with 12 families gathering at a
Santo Niño Shrine located beside the Church,
Carrollwood School for their first Mass. Below are
constructed and maintained by our Filipino
some highlights of the incredible endeavors that
community. In 2011-2012, our sanctuary went
have occurred in our 55 years as a spiritual home to
through a makeover creating a tranquil and
symbolic worship space.
a growing parish family:
• We started as a mission of St. Lawrence Church • Father Bill Swengros returned to St. Paul’s,
this time as our Pastor, in 2014. With his
in 1963. The Ladies Guild, which evolved into
passion for the needs of our parish, we have
our current Council of Catholic Women (CCW),
experienced a new spirit and growth.
was also established in 1963.
• The parish was officially erected on April 12, • The SOS (Human Trafficking Ministry) and the
Respect Life Ministry were established in 2014.
1966. Father John F. Lima, M.M., became our
first Pastor. He celebrated the groundbreak- • In 2015, many capital projects began to
renovate and update our existing buildings
ing for our church at Dale Mabry and Stall Road
and grounds including the construction of a
in 1969 and the dedication as St. Paul Catholic
new nursery, Family Room, Choir room, and
Church in 1970.
major acoustical improvements in the main
• Father Austin Mullen was welcomed as our secchurch to enhance our beautiful liturgies and
ond Pastor in 1973; and through his
efforts,
music.
our Parish Center was completed and dedicated
•
In the spring of 2017, we erected a 15’ high
in 1979.
crucifix in the shrine area. Also, in March of
• The St. Paul Catholic Preschool (aka. St. Paul
2017, the Panama Mission Ministry began.
Child Enrichment Center) was
founded in
1980. “To become a Christ-Centered Family” • In the fall of 2017, we also dedicated the first
of four shrines, Our Lady of Good Health. The
was established as our goal and mission statePadre Pio Shrine was also erected on the Peace
ment in 1982. In September of 1986, the St.
Path in that same year.
Paul Chapter of the St. Vincent de Paul Society
• In 2018, our grounds were enhanced with
was founded.
two more shrines, Our Lady of Aparecida and
• A major milestone was reached in 1990 when
Our Lady of La Leche. The Our Lady of Grace
the first Mass was held in the new church with
shrine was erected along the Peace Path. Also
seating for over 880 parishioners.
in 2018, the Jamaican Mission Ministry was
• The Amor de Jesus Prayer Group was
established.
established in April 1990.
The St. Paul
Knights of Columbus Council 11211 was • In 2018, a courtyard that connects the
three buildings was redesigned to create an
established in November of 1993. In March
outdoor living space where people could
1995, we dedicated our new Family Center (our
socialize, meetings could be held, and social
previous church).
events celebrated. Furthermore, the Our Lady
• In 1996, we said goodbye to Father
Queen of the Apostles statue was installed on
Austin, our pastor of 23 years, and welcomed
our campus.
Monsignor John F. Neff as our new pastor.
•
On March 22, 2020, our parish broadcasted the
During his time, construction and renovafirst “LIVE” Sunday Mass from the church via
tion of the Parish Center was completed;
Facebook.
several parishioners were ordained as
Permanent Deacons; and a new computer net- • We currently have over 6,900 families
registered. And, we continue to grow through
work was installed and the St.PaulChurch.com
our 100+ ministries that represent the needs
domain and website were created. Monsignor
of the parishioners as well as the greater
Neff retired as Pastor of St. Paul in 2002.
community.
• Father Len Piotrowski became our fourth
pastor in 2002. The first Mass in the
Portuguese language, for our Brazilian
community, was celebrated in 2003.
• We grew from the original 12 families to
over 5,200 in 2012. Our church grounds
provide a place of solitude and beauty as you
stroll through the “Peace Path” that starts
by the Statue of St. Francis, the rosary and
butterfly gardens as well as a statue of
the Sacred Heart of Jesus in the outdoor
Stations of the Cross, thanks to an Eagle Scout
project.
“The people of St. Paul Catholic Church, are a
Spirit-led, Eucharist-centered, vibrant multicultural Christian community of faith, living our love
for God and neighbor while growing together as disciples of Christ.”
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SAVE THE DATES

St. Paul Parish Family Calendar of Select Events
2021
9/11-9/12
Ministry Fair
9/29 - 11/7
40 Days for Life
10/2
Blessing of the Animals
10/2 - 10/31 Pumpkin Patch
10/8
Fall Festival
10/29
Trunk or Treat
11/1
All Saints Day (Holy Day of Obligation)
11/2
All Souls Day
11/4
Journey to New Life Workshop
11/6
Parish Picnic
11/14
World Day of the Poor - CRS Meal Packaging
11/29 – 12/3 Advent Mission – Fr. Carlos Rojas
12/8
Immaculate Conception of Mary (Holy Day of Obligation)
12/10
Christmas Story – Middle School
12/12
Breakfast with Santa
12/12
Our Lady of Guadalupe celebration
12/14
Communal Penance Service
12/16
Lessons and Carols
12/19
Avent Gathering
12/24
Christmas Eve Masses
12/25
Christmas Day (Holy Day of Obligation)
12/28
Respect Life Mass of the Innocents

2022
1/1
1/16
3/1
3/2
3/7 - 3/9
3/12 – 3/13
3/19
4/5
4/8
4/10
4/14
4/15
4/16
4/17
4/24
5/26

Mary, Mother of God
Santo Niño Mass and Festival
St. Paul Fest
Ash Wednesday
Parish Mission with Fr. Kevin MacDonald, CssR
Lenten Food Drive
St. Joseph Table - Mass and Luncheon
Communal Reconciliation Service
Last Supper Reflection
Palm Sunday
Holy Thursday
Good Friday
Holy Saturday
Easter Sunday (Holy Day of Obligation)
Divine Mercy Sunday
The Ascension of the Lord (Holy Day of Obligation)
Check the parish bulletin, website or Facebook page for additional
events and details. More events will be added throughout the year!
Join the St. Paul Catholic Church Facebook page today!

www.facebook.com/stpaultpa
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PRAYER GROUPS
St. Paul Prayer Groups Meeting Times
Prayer Group

Day & Time

Amor de Jesus Grupo de Oracion (español)

Thursdays - 7:00pm

Anointing of the Sick

Every Saturday after 8:30am Mass

Cenacle of Mary Rosa Mistica (português)

Thursdays - 8:00pm

Cursillo (español)

2nd Friday – 7:00pm
(Aug., Oct., Dec., Feb., Apr, June)

Divine Mercy Cenacles (English)

Begins Fall 2021

Divine Mercy Cenacles (español)

Sundays – 7:45pm

Eucharistic Adoration

Monday through Thursdays
following the 7:30am Mass through
Compline & Benediction at 8:30pm
Fridays following 7:30am Mass through the
Saturday 8:30am Mass

Eucharistic Adoration – 24 hours
Legión de Maria (español)

Tuesdays - 7:30pm

Men’s Prayer Group

4th Saturday - 9:00am

Nuestro Fiat (español)

2nd Friday - 9:00am

Our Lady of Good Health Novena & Mass

3rd Friday - 7:00pm

Our Lady of Peñafrancia Novena

4th Saturday after 8:30am Mass

Our Mother of Mercy

Tuesdays after the 12:15pm Mass

Padre Pio

4th Wednesday after the 12:15pm Mass

Prayer Group Rosa Mistica (português)

1st, 3rd and 5th Fridays - 7:00pm

Rosary & Santo Niño Perpetual Novena

Fridays - 7:00pm

Spiritual Motherhood for Priests

Thursdays following 12:15pm Mass

Terco dos Homens (português)

3rd Thursday - 7:40pm
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Won’t you consider using electronic funds transfers to make your
offertory contributions?

One of the most asked questions is, “Do I still get an envelope to place in the basket
on weekends?” Yes you can. All you have to do is place a checkmark in the box
on the envelope indicating you give electronically. To sign up, please provide us
with the information requested below and return the completed form and a voided
check to Brian Smith at the St. Paul Catholic Church Parish Office.
I/We hereby authorize St. Paul Catholic Church (“The Church”) to initiate a debit (withdrawal)
from my/our:
Checking Account or
Savings Account or
Credit Card (Visa/MC, AmEx or Discover)
indicated at the bank or financial institution named below.
I/We acknowledge the origination of Electronic (ACH) transactions to or from the account must
comply with the provisions of U.S. law.

Please include a voided check or deposit slip unless you utilize the Credit Card option.
Stewardship…A Faith Journey
Electronic Funds Transfer (EFT) Bi-Monthly (1st and 15th)

Amount $

Electronic Funds Transfer (EFT) Monthly (Circle date: 1st or 15th)

Amount $

Credit Card … Monthly (Circle date: 1st or 15th)

Amount $

Credit Card … One Time Gift

Amount $

Electronic Funds Transfer (EFT) does not include special collections, such as Christmas, Holy Days, etc.
Would you like to receive envelopes to enable you to give to these special collections?
Yes

No

DEPOSITORY INFORMATION / CREDIT CARD INFORMATION
Parishioner Name (please print)
Parishioner Bank Name
Credit Card (Circle One): Visa ▪ MasterCard ▪ AmEx ▪ Discover
Bank or Credit Card Account #
Bank Routing or Security Code (3 digits) #

Credit Card Expiration Date

Parishioner / Credit Card Holder Signature
Parishioner / Credit Card Billing Address
Parishioner E-mail Address
Phone #

Envelope ID#

Date

CANCELLATION POLICY
This authorization is to remain in full force and effect until The Church has received written notification
from a member of the above listed Parish Family. The Church and the Bank will require a reasonable
amount of time to cancel the transaction, usually one (1) week.

61

NOTES

62

NOTES

63

